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If  I  had  been  gaided  by  my  judgment  alone  it  is  not 
probable  that  these  notes  of  the  debates  in  the  Confe^ 
ence,  held  upon  the  invitation  of  Virginia,  at  Washing- 
ton, in  the  month  of  February,  1861,  would  have  been 
made  public.  Prom  the  commencement  of  its  sessions,  a 
portion  of  the  members  were  in  favor  of  the  daily  pub- 
lication of  the  proceedings.  I  was  disposed  to  go  far- 
ther and  have  the  sessions  open  to  the  public;  but  this 
proposition  was  opposed  by  a  large  majority.  Strong 
reasons  were  urged  for  excluding  the  multitude  which 
in  the  excitement  of  the  time  would  have  thronged  the 
hall  wherein  the  Conference  held  its  sessions.  But  these 
reasons  did  not  apply  to  the  publication  of  the  debates, 
and  a  considerable  minority  were  strongly  of  opinion  that 
the  people  should  be  informed  daily,  of  the  votes  and 
remarks  of  their  representatives  in  that  body. 

I  commenced  taking  notes  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session.  For  the  first  few  days,  and  until  the  reports 
were  presented  from  the  general  committee,  there  was 
but  little  discussion,  and  that  related  to  questions  inci- 
dental to  the  general  subject.  On  the  15th  of  February, 
and  before  the  committee  reported,  Mr.  Oeth  offered  a 
resolution  authorizing  the  admission  of  reporters,  which, 
after  some  discussion,  by  a  close  vote  was  laid  upon  the 
table.  On  the  18th,  finding  the  labor  of  taking  notes 
greater  than  I  had  anticipated,  and  desiring  that  a  com- 
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plete  record  should  be  preserved;  I  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  official  stenog- 
rapher, who  should  report  the  proceedings  and  hold 
them  suliject  to  the  order  of  the  Conference.  I  urged  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  as  strenuously  as  was  proper? 
but  the  feeling  of  the  majority  appeared  to  be  still  adverse 
to  its  passage,  and  it  shared  the  fate  of  its  predecessor,  I 
then  revised  the  notes  abeady  taken,  and  finding  them 
more  complete  than  I  had  anticipated,  determined  to 
make  as  accurate  a  report  as  I  was  able  of  the  general  dis- 
cussion, I  could  not  then  anticipate  whether  such  a  re- 
port would  be  useful  to  the  country  or  not ;  but  I  thought 
if  the  Conference  should  propose  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  and  these  should  be  ultimately  submitted 
to  the  States  for  adoption,  a  knowledge  of  the  motives 
and  reasons  which  influenced  the  action  of  the  Confer- 
ence as  well  as  the  construction  which  the  members 
gave  to  the  propositions  themselves,  might  become  of  as 
great  importance  as  the  same  subjects  were  in  the  con- 
vention which  framed  the  present  Constitution.  I  at- 
tended every  session  of  the  Conference,  and,  so  far  as  my 
strength  would  permit,  made  as  fuU  and  accurate  notes 
as  I  could,  both  of  the  action  of  the  Conference  and  the 
observations  of  its  members. 

These  notes  were  carefully  examined  and  revised  im- 
mediately after  the  dose  of  each  daily  session.  After 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Barrik- 
OEE,  removing  the  injunction  of  secrecy  and  authorizing 
their  publication,  I  determined  to  write  them  out  for  the 
press.  I  was  engaged  in  this  work  when  the  rebellion 
commenced,  and  was  shortly  after  called  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  an  official  position,  which 
for  many  months  left  me  no  leisure  for  other  employ- 
ments. 
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My  notes  were  then  laid  aside.  As  it  was  known 
by  every  member  of  the  Conference  that  I  had  taken 
them,  I  was  often  pressed  to  permit  selections  from  them 
to  be  made..  These  requests  I  invariably  declined,  as  I 
desiied  the  publication,  if  made  at  all,  to  be  entire,  as 
well  as  accurate.  As  time  passed,  these  appeals  became 
more  frequent  and  pressing,  and  claims  were  made  in  re- 
lation to  the  course  of  several  of  the  members  which 
could  only  be  sustained  or  refuted  by  a  publication  of 
their  remarks.  At  length  I  was  earnestly  requested  to 
write  out  one  of  these  speeches,  and  after  some  weeks  of 
delay  consented  to  do  so. 

After  the  publication  of  this  speech,  which  took  place 
about  the  time  of  the  fall  elections  of  1863,  previous  to 
which  the  action  of  the  Conference  had  been  much  dis- 
cussed, the  desire  to  see  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  that  body  appeared  to  be  excited  anew.  Letters  and 
personal  interviews  upon  this  subject  became  very  nu- 
merous. I  finally  determined  to  take  the  advice  of  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  who  were  prominent  in  the  convention 
and  the  country,  as  to  the  propriety  of  yielding  to  this 
desire,  and  to  be  guided  by  it.  I  did  so,  and  found  among 
them  a  remarkable  unanimity  of  expression  in  favor  of 
making  the  history  of  the  Conference  public. 

When  this  question  was  settled,  I  desired  to  avail 
myself  of  every  opportunity  to  secure  the  highest  degree 
of  accuracy  and  fidelity.  I  addressed  notes  to  such  of 
the  members  as  were  accessible,  asking  them  to  transmit 
to  me  such  memoranda  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
ference as  they  had  preserved.  The  response  to  these 
letters  was  vejy  gratifying ;  not  because  the  ma- 
terials frimi&hed  were  very  fall,  but  because  so  general  a 
purpose  was  shown  by  all  the  members  thus  addressed, 
to  famish  me  every  facility  and  aid  in  their  power. 
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I  have  found  mticli  difElcalty  in  determining  wliat 
control  each  member  ought  to  be  permitted  to  exercise 
over  his  own  remarka  The  most  agreeable  course  to  me 
would  have  been,  to  have  written  out  each  speech  a^id 
submitted  it  to  its  author  for  correction  or  revision ;  but 
to  this  there  was  a  decisive  objection.  It  would  have 
depredated,  if  not  destroyed,  the  accuracy  of  the  re- 
port Although  I  do  not  believe  that  any  gentleman 
would  have  been  tempted  to  change  the  tenor  of  his  re- 
marks by  subsequent  events,  the  view  of  the  public 
might  not  have  been  so  charitable. 

I  have  therefore  made  my  own  notes  the  standard 
of  authority,  and  have  admitted  nothing  into  the  report 
which  has  not  been  justified  by  them  aided  by  my 
own  recollection,  The  manuscript  has  not  been 
changed  or  added  to,  except  by  my  own  hands.  The 
few  instances  in  which  I  have  availed  myself  of  the 
materials  furnished  by  others,  are  distinctly  stated  either 
in  the  notes  or  the  appendix. 

During  the  sessions  of  the  Conference  I  was  able  to 
secure  but  little  practical  assistance  from  the  members. 
Although  many  of  them  desired  that  my  purpose  should 
be  accomplished,  and  some  were  taking  brief  and  gen- 
eral notes,  I  soon  discovered  that  an  accurate  report  of 
a  speech  required  an  amount  of  labor  and  a  degree  of 
attention  to  the  subject,  which  few  gentlemen  were  in- 
clined to  give.  The  work,  therefore,  was  thrown  almost 
exclusively  upon  myself  Some  idea  of  its  amount  and 
severity  may  be  formed  when  it  is  stated,  that  the  ses- 
sions usually  commenced  at  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  with  a  brief  intermission  were  continued 
late  in  the  evening,  in  one  instance  as  late  asrthe  hour  of 
two  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  necessity  of  these  long  daily  ses- 
sions, arose  from  the  &ct,  that  the  Congress  then  in  exist- 
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eace  terminated  on  itie  fonrtli  of  Marcli,  and  but  few 
days  remained  in  wHch  to  discnss  and  perfect  the  report, 
and  to  sabmit  it  to  tliat  body  for  its  action. 

I  do  not  claim  to  have  famished  a  verbatim  report 
of  the  speeches  delivered  in  the  Conference  of  1861,  but 
I  insist  that  I  have  given  an  accurate  account  of  all 
its  official  proceedings,  and  the  substance  of  the  remarks 
madeiQ  the  course  of  those  proceedings.  I  think,  also,  that 
I  have  preserved  nearly  all  the  propositions  made  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  and  generally  have  presented  the 
ideas  iu  the  very  language  used.  The  gentlemen  who 
have  critically  examined  the  report,  all  concur  upon  the 
question  of  its  general  accuracy,  and  I  am  content  in  this 
respect  to  rely  upon  their  testimony, 

I  have  suggested  these  considerations  simply  by  way 
of  explanation,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  crit- 
icism. I  have  endeavored  to  follow,  so  far  as  was  in  my 
power,  the  example  of  the  illustrious  Eeporter  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1787 ;  and  while  my  notes  * 
lack  the  beauty  and  felicity  which  characterize  his,  I 
trust  they  are  not  less  fall  and  accurate.  I  submit  them 
to  the  country  as  the  best  contribution  which  I  can  make 
to  its  history,  at  a  most  important  and  interesting  period 
of  our  national  existence. 

The  three  short  years  which  have  passed  since  the 
Conference  of  1861,  have  witnessed  singular  vicissitudes 
among  its  members.  Many  of  them  have  entered  into 
the  military  or  civil  service  of  the  country,  or  of  the  re- 
bellion which  it  was  the  avowed  purpose  of  some  mem- 
bers of  that  Conference  to  nourish  into  vigorous  life. 
Death,  also,  has  been  busy  with  the  rolL  Baldwin, 
Bbokson,.  Smith,  Wolcott,  Tyleb,  and  Clay,  are  no 
more.  Zolmcoffeb  feU  at  the  head  of  a  rebel  army. 
Hackleman  sealed  with  his  blood  his  devotion  to  the  prin 
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cq>les  lie  adyocated  upon  the  field  of  Cormtli,  and  now, 
while  I  am  writing  these  pages  in  a  morning  of  beauti- 
fdl  spring,  when  tree,  and  shrul),  and  grass,  and  flower,  are 
bursting  into  life  and  beauty ;  £rom  the  roar  of  cannon, 
the  rattle  of  musketry,  and  the  deadly  storm  of  lead  and 
iron,  which  bearing  destruction  upon  its  wings  is  waking 
the  echoes  of  the  "Wilderness,"  comes  the  mournfdl 
tidings  that  WADSWORTH  has  faUen.  In  that  Con- 
ference or  in  the  world,  there  was  never  a  purer  or  a  more 
ardent  patriot.  Those  of  us  who  were  associated  with 
him  politically,  had  learned  to  love  and  respect  him. 
His  opponents  admired  his  unflinching  devotion  to  his 
country,  and  his  manly  frankness  and  candor.  He  was 
the  type  of  a  true  American,  able,  imselfish,  prudent, 
unambitious,  and  good.  Other  pens  wiU  do  justice  to 
his  memory,  but  I  thought  as  I  heard  the  last  account  of 
him  alive,  as  he  lay  within  the  rebel  lines,  his  face  wear- 
ing that  calm  serenity  which  grew  more  beautiful  the 
nearer  death  approached,  after  having  given  so  abundant- 
ly of  his  goods,  now  yielding  his  life  to  his  country  in 
^e  hour  of  her  trial,  that  hereafter  the  good  and  true 
men  of  the  nation  would  emulate  the  illustrious  example 
of  his  patriotism,  and  would  prize  the  blessings  of  a  free 
government  the  more  highly,  as  they  remembered  that 
it  could  only  be  maintained  and  perpetuated  by  such 
expensive  sacrifices. 

L.E.C. 

Jfoy,  1864. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CONFERENCE, 

Wadungton,  D.  C. 

Monday,  February  U\  1861. 

GoMMiBsiONEBS  representing  a  number  of  the  States,  assem- 
bled at  Willard's  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the 
fourth  day  of  February,  a.  d.  1861,  at  12  o'clock  m.,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  adopted  by  the 
General  A^mbly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  January,  a.  d.  1861 : 

"  Wherefu^  It  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, that  unless  the  nnhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  the  States  of 
this  confederacy,  shall  be  satisfactorily  adjusted,  a  permanent  dissolution  of 
Union  is  inevitable;  and  the  General  Assembly,  representing  the  wishes 
of  the  people  of  the  commonweath,  is  desirous  of  employing  every  reasonable 
means  to  avert  so  dire  a  calamity,  and  determined  to  make  a  final  effort  to 
restore  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  es- 
tablished by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic :  Therefore, 

Eesohedy  That  on  behalf  of  the  commonweath  of  Virginia,  an  invitation 
is  hereby  extended  to  all  such  States,  whether  slaveholding  or  non-slavehold- 
ing,  as  are  willing  to  unite  with  Virginia  in  an  earnest  effort  to  ac^'ust  the 
present  unhappy  controversies,  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  Constitution  was 
originally  formed,  and  consistently  with  its  principles,  so  as  to  afford  to  the 
people  of  the  slaveholding  States  adequate  guarantees  for  the  security  of  their 
rights,  to  appoint  conmiissioners  to  meet  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next, 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  similar  commissioners  appointed  by  Virginia,  to 
consider,  and  if  practicable,  agree  upon  some  suitable  adjustment. 

Eaohed^  That  ex-President  John  Tyler,  Willam  0.  Rives,  Judge  Jomr 
W.  Bbogkznbbough,  Gsobqx  W.  Summebs,  and  Jambs  A.  Sxddon  are  hereby  ap- 
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pointed  commisdoners,  whose  dntyit  shall  be  to  repair  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, on  the  day  designated  in  the  foregoing  resolntion,  to  meet  sach  commis- 
sioners as  may  be  appointed  by  any  of  said  States,  in  accordance  with  the 
foregoing  resolution. 

JSesohed,  That  if  said  commissioners,  after  fall  and  free  conference,  shall 
agree  npon  any  plan  of  adjustment  requiring  amendments  to  the  Federal 
Constitution,  for  the  further  security  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  they  be  requested  to  communicate  the  proposed  amendments 
to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  submitted  by  that  body,  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  several  States  for  ratification. 

Resolved^  That  if  said  commissioners  cannot  agree  on  such  acljustment, 
or  if  agreeing,  Congress  shall  refuse  to  submit  for  ratification,  such  amend- 
ments as  may  be  proposed,  then  the  commissioners  of  this  State  shall  imme- 
diately communicate  the  result  to  the  executive  of  this  commonwealth,  to  be 
by  him  laid  before  the  convention  of  the  people  of  Virginia  and  the  General 
Assembly :  Provided,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  subject  at  all  times  to  the 
control  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  if  in  session,  to  that  of  the  State  con- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  the 
propositions  embraced  in  the  resolutions  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Hon.  John  J.  Cbittbnden,  so  modified  as  that  the  first  article  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall  apply 
to  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held  or  hereafter  acquired  south 
of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  and  provide  that  slavery  of 
the  African  race  shall  be  effectually  protected  as  property  therein  d<iring  the 
continuance  of  the  territorial  government,  and  the  fourth  article  shall  secure 
to  the  owners  of  slaves  the  right  of  transit  with  their  slaves  between  and 
through  the  non-slaveholding  States  and  territories,  constitute  the  basis  of 
such  an  adjustment  of  the  unhappy  controversy  whidi  now  divides  the  States 
of  this  confederacy,  as  would  be  accepted  by  the  people  of  this  commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  ex-President  John  Ttleb  is  hereby  appointed,  by  the  con- 
current vote  of  each  branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  commissioner  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  Judge  John  Bobebtson  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed, by  a  like  vote,  a  commiseioner  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and 
the  other  States  that  have  seceded  or  shall  secede,  with  instructions  respect- 
fully to  request  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  authorities  of  such 
States  to  agree  to  abstain,  pending  the  proceedings  contemplated  by  the  ac- 
tion of  this  General  Assembly,  from  any  and  all  acts  calculated  to  produce  a 
collision  of  arms  between  the  States  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  forthwith  telegraphed 
to  the  executives  of  the  several  States,  and  also  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Gk>vemor  be  requested  to  inform,  without  delay,  the  commis- 
sioners of  their  appointment  by  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

[A  copy  from  the  rolls.]  WM.  F.  GORDON,  Jb., 

0.  M.  D.  and  K.  R.  qf  7a. 
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The  Conference  was  called  to  order  hy  Mr.  Mobehxad,  of  Ken- 
tnckj,  who  proposed  the  name  of  the  hcmorable  John  C.  Whioht, 
of  Ohio,  as  temporary  Chairman. 

The  motion  of  Idx.  Mobehsad  was  tmanimonsly  adopted. 

Mr.  WEIGHT  was  conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Mr.  MEEKDrra, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  and  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress the  Conference  as  follows : 

My  warmest  thanks  are  dne  to  yon.  Gentlemen,  for  the  nnde- 
aenred  honor  which  yon  have  conferred  npon  me,  in  selecting  me 
for  the  purpose  of  temporarily  presiding  over  your  deliberations, 
We  have  come  together  to  secure  a  common  and  at  the  same 
time  a  most  important  object — to  agree  if  we  can  upon  some 
plan  for  adjusting  the  unhappy  differences  which  distract  the 
country,  which  will  be  satisfSactory  to  ourselves  and  those  we  rep- 
resent. We  have  assembled  as  friends,  as  brothers,  each,  I  doubt 
not,  animated  by  the  most  friendly  sentiments. 

If  we  enter  upon,  and  with  these  sentiments  carry  through,  a 
patient  examination  of  the  difiSculties  which  now  surround  the 
Government,  the  result  will  be,  it  must  be,  a  success,  earnestly 
hoped  for  by  every  lover  of  his  country ;  a  result  which  will  es- 
tablish the  XJnion  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

For  myself,  I  may  say  that  I  have  come  here  with  the  earnest 
purpose  of  doing  justice  to  all  sections  of  the  Union.  I  will  hear 
with  a  patient  and  impartial  mind  all  that  may  be  said  in  favor 
o^  or  against  such  amendments  of  the  Constitution  as  may  be  pro- 
posed. Such  of  them  as  will  give  to  the  Government  permanence, 
strength,  and  stability,  as  will  tend  to  secure  to  any  State,  or  any 
number  of  States,  the  quiet  and  unmolested  enjoyment  of  their 
rights  under  it,  shall  receive  my  cordial  support.  My  confidence 
in  republican  institutions,  in  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-gov- 
ernment, has  been  increased  witb  every  year  of  a  life  which  has 
been  protracted  beyond  the  term  usually  allotted  to  man.  That 
life  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  I  hope,  when  it  ends,  I  may 
leave  the  Government  more  firmly  established  in  the  affections 
of  my  countrymen  than  it  ever  was  before.  To  this  end  I  have 
always  labored,  and  shaU  continue  to  labor  whUe  I  live.  I  pray 
GOD  that  He  will  be  with  us  during  our  deliberations,  and  that 
He  may  guide  them  to  a  happy  and  wise  conclusion. 
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Mr.  Benjamin  G.  Howabd,  a  commiBsioner  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  was  unanimoiisly  appointed  temporary  Secretary. 

The  EoU  of  the  States  was  then  called  over,  and  conmiiBsion- 
ers  representing  the  following  were  fonnd  to  be  present : 

New  Hampshire,  Delaware,  Kentucky, 

Rhode  Island,  Maryland^  Ohio, 

New  Jersey,  Virginia,  Indiana. 

Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina, 

Mr.  PRICE,  of  New  Jersey : — ^I  am  informed  that  a  nnmber 
of  Reporters  for  the  press  are  at  the  door  of  the  hall,  desiring 
admittance  to  this  Conference,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  our 
proceedings.  Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  action  of  the  Con- 
ference in  this  respect,  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  admission  of 
reporters  to-day,  for  our  business  will  relate  wholly  to  organiza- 
tion.   I  hope  we  shall  admit  them,  and  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  of  Virginia : — ^I  hope  this  motion  will  not 
prevail.  I  do  not  see  that  any  good  can  possibly  come  of  giv- 
ing publicity  now,  to  our  proceedings.  On  the  contrary,  in  the 
present  excited  condition  of  the  country,  I  can  see  how  much 
harm  might  result  from  that  publicity.  It  is  not  unlikely  that 
wide  differences  of  opinion  wiU  be  found  to  exist  among  us  at 
the  outset.  These  we  shall  attempt  to  harmonize,  and  if  we  suc- 
ceed, it  will  only  be  by  mutual  concessions  and  conipromises. 
Eveiy  one  should  be  left  free  to  make  these  concessions,  and  not 
subject  himself  to  unfavorable  pubHc  criticism  by  doing  so.  If 
our  deliberations  are  to  attain  the  successful  conclusion  we  so 
much  desire,  it  certainly  is  the  course  of  wisdom  that  we  should 
follow  the  illustrious  example  of  the  framers  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution, and  sit  with  closed  doors. 

The  motion  was  thereupon,  by  viva  voce  vote,  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  MEREDITH : — ^I  move  the  appointment  of  a  conmiittee 
to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  delegation  present,  to  be 
named  by  the  delegation  and  appointed  by  the  President,  who 
shall  recommend  permanent  officers  of  this  body,  and  also  report 
rules  for  its  government. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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The  following  gentlemen  were  then  appointed  such  Conunit- 
tee  on  Bnles  and  Organization : 

Kentucky,  Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  Ghadrman  ;  New  Hampshire, 
Amofl  Tuck ;  Ehode  Island,  William  W.  Hoppin ;  New  Jersey, 
Joseph  F.  Randolph;  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  E.  Franklin ;  Del- 
aware, George  B.  Eodney ;  Maryland,  John  W.  Crisfield ;  Vir- 
ginia, William  C.  Rives ;  North  Carolina,  Thomas  RuflSn ;  Ohio, 
Benben  Hitchcock ;  Indiana,  Godlove  S.  Ortlu 

'  The  Conference  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  12  o'clock  h. 
to-morrow. 


.  SECOND   DAT. 

Washington,  Ttjbsdat,  F^yruwry  5^A,  1861. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman  j?rv  f^m., 
pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  first  day  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  FRANKLIN,  of  Pennsylvania : — ^It  is  usual  in  bodies  of 
this  description  to  take  measures  to  ascertain  who  are  and  who 
are  not  duly  accredited  members.  We  should  have  the  names  of 
ill  the  Commissioners  present  brought  on  to  our  records.  I 
therefore  move  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
Chairman,  to  whom  all  credentials  of  members  shall  be  referred 
for  examination  and  report. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Fbaneun  was  adopted  unanimously,  and 
the  Chairman  announced  as  such  Committee  Mr.  Summers,  of 
Virginia;  Mr.  Franklin,  of  Pennsylvania;  Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  Mr.  Morehead,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  SmiUi,  of  In- 
diana. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  of  Kentucky :— I  rise  at  this  tune  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Organization. 
I  am  instructed  to  report  that  we  recommend  that  the  perma- 
nent officers  of  the  Convention  be  a  President  and  Secretary,  and 
that  the  Secretary  have  leave  to  appoint  assistants,  not  exceeding 
two  in  number,  to  assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  and 
that  the  President  of  this  Convention  be  John  Tyler,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  that  Csafts  J.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  be  its  Secretary. 
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The  committee  also  report  a  series  of  roles  for  the  govemment 
of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Kentucky: — ^I  move  that  the  question  upon 
accepting  the  report  be  divided,  and  that  it  be  first  taken  on  tiiat 
part  of  the  report  which  relates  to  the  oflScers  of  the  Convention. 

Which  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 

It  was  then  mov^  and  unanimously  voted,  that  the  part  of 
the  report  relating  to  officers,  be  accepted,  and  the  officers  desig- 
nated be  appointed. 

The  President  ^(?  tern,  then  appointed  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Meekdith,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  conduct  the  President 
elect  to  the  chair. 

President  TYLER  upon  taking  his  seat  proceeded  to  address 
the  Convention  as  follows : 

Gentlemen,  I  fear  you  have  committed  a  great  error  in  ap- 
pointing me  to  the  honorable  position  you  have  assigned  me.  A 
long  separation  from  all  deliberative  bodies  has  rendered  the 
rules  of  their  proceedings  unfamiliar  to  me,  while  I  should  find, 
in  my  own  state  of  health,  variable  and  fickle  as  it  is,  sufficient 
reason  to  decline  the  honor  of  being  your  presiding  officer.  But, 
in  times  like  these,  one  has  but  little  option  left  him.  Personal 
considerations  should  weigh  but  lightly  in  the  balance.  The 
country  is  in  danger ;  it  is  enough ;  one  must  take  the  place  as- 
signed him  in  the  great  work  of  reconciliation  and  adjustment. 
The  voice  of  Virginia  has  invited  her  co-States  to  meet  her  in 
council.  In  the  initiation  of  this  Government,  that  same  voice 
was  heard  and  complied  with,  and  the  results  of  seventy-odd 
years  have  Ailly  attested  the  wisdom  of  tlfe  decisions  then  adopt- 
ed. Is  the  urgency  of  her  call  now  less  great  than  it  was  then? 
Our  godlike  fethers  created,  we  have  to  preserve.  They  built 
up,  through  their  wisdom  and  patriotism,  monuments  whidi  have 
eternized  their  names.  You  have  before  you,  gentlemen,  a  task 
equally  grand,  equally  sublime,  quite  as  fiill  of  glory  and  im- 
mortality. You  have  to  snatch  ^ftom  ruin  a  great  and  glorious 
Confederation,  to  preserve  the  Govemment,  and  to  renew  and 
invigorate  the  Constitution.  K  you  reach  the  height  of  this 
great  occasion,  your  children's  children  will  rise  up  and  call 
you  blessed.  I  confess  myself  to  be  ambitious  of  sharing  in 
the  glory  of  accomplishing  this  grand  and  magnificent  result 
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To  have  our  names  enrolled  in  the  Capitol,  to  be  repeated  by  fa- 
tore  generations  with  grateful  applause — this  is  an  honor  higher 
than  the  mountains,  more  enduring  than  the  monumental  ala- 
baster. Yes,  Yii^inia's  voice,  as  in  the  olden  time,  has  been 
heard.  Her  sister  States  meet  her  this  day  at  the  council 
board.  Yermont  is  here,  bringing  with  her  the  memories  of 
the  past,  and  reviving  in  the  memories  of  all,  her  Ethan  Allen 
tnd  his  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Ticonderoga,  in  the  name 
of  the  Great  Jehovah  and  the  American  Congress.  "Sgw 
Hampshire  is  here,  her  fame  illustrated  by  memorable  annals, 
tnd  still  more  lately  as  the  birthplace  of  him  who  won  for 
himself  the  name  of  defender  of  the  Constitution,  and  who  wrote 
Hiat  letter  to  John  Taylor  which  has  been  enshrined  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen.  Massachusetts  is  not  here.  (Some  member 
Baid  ^^  She  is  conung.")  I  hope  so,  said  Mr.  Ttleb,  and  that  she 
will  bring  with  her  her  daughter  Maine.  I  did  not  believe  it 
oonld  weU  be  that  the  voice  which  in  other  times  was  so  familiar  to 
her  ears  had  been  addressed  to  her  in  vain.  Connecticut  is  here, 
and  she  comes,  I  doubt  not,  in  the  spirit  of  Bogeb  Sheemak, 
whose  name  with  our  very  children  has  become  a  household  word, 
and  who  was  in  life  the  embodiment  of  that  sound  practical 
noae  which  befits  the  great  lawgiver  and  constructer  of  govern- 
ments. Bhode  Island,  the  land  of  Eogeb  Williams,  is  here,  one 
of  the  two  last  States,  in  her  jealousy  of  the  public  liberty,  to 
give  in  her  adhesion  to  the  Constitution,  and  among  the  earliest 
to  hasten  to  its  rescue.  The  great  Empire  State  of  New  York, 
lepresented  thus  far  but  by  one  delegate,  is  expected  daily  in 
fiiller  force  to  join  in  the  great  work  of  healing  the  discontents 
of  the  times  and  restoring  the  reign  of  fraternal  feeling.  New 
Jersey  is  also  here,  with  the  memories  of  the  past  covering  her 
aU  over.  Trenton  and  Princeton  live  immortal  in  story,  the 
plains  of  the  last  incrimsoned  with  the  hearts  blood  of  Yirginia's 
KRDfl.  Among  her  delegation  I  rejoice  to  recognize  a  gallant  son 
of  a  signer  of  the  immortal  Declaration  which  announced  to  the 
world  that  thirteen  Provinces  had  become  thirteen  independent 
and  sovereign  States.  And  here,  too,  is  Delaware,  the  land  of  the 
BiTABDe  and  the  Eodkeys,  whose  soil  at  Brandywine  was  moist- 
ened by  the  blood  of  Yirgiuia's  youthftil  Monboe.  Here  is 
Xaiylaxid,  whose  massive  columns  wheeled  into  line  with  thpse 
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of  Yirginia  in  the  contest  for  glory,  and  whose  state  house  at  An- 
napolis was  the  theatre  of  the  spectacle  of  a  successful  Command- 
er, who,  after  liberating  his  country,  gladly  ungirthed  his  sword^ 
and  laid  it  down  upon  the  altar  of  that  country.  Then  comes 
Pennsylvania,  rich  in  revolutionary  lore,  bringing  with  her  the 
deathless  names  of  Franklin  and  Mobbis,  and,  X  trust,  ready  to 
renew  from  the  belfry  of  Independence  Hall  the  chimes  of  the 
old  bell,  which  announced  Freedom  and  Independence  in  former 
days.  All  hail  to  North  Carolina!  with  her  Mecklenberg  Decla- 
ration in  her  hand,  standing  erect  on  the  ground  of  her  own  pro- 
bity and  firmness  in  the  cause  of  public  liberty,  and  represented 
in  her  attributes  by  her  Maoon,  and  in  this  assembly  by  her  dis- 
tinguished son  at  no  great  distance  from  me.  Four  daughters  of 
Virginia  also  cluster  around  the  council  board  on  the  invitation 
of  their  ancient  mother — ^the  eldest,  Kentucky,  whose  sons,  under 
the  intrepid  warrior  Anthony  Wayne,  gave  freedon  of  settlement 
to  the  territory  of  her  sister,  Ohio.  She  extends  her  hand  daily  and 
hourly  across  la  belle  riviere^  to  grasp  the  hand  of  some  one  of 
kindled  blood  of  the  noble  states  of  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and 
Ohio,  who  have  grown  up  into  powerful  States,  already  grand, 
potent,  and  almost  imperial.  Tennessee  is  not  here,  but  is  com- 
ing— ^prevented  only  from  being  here  by  the  floods  which  have 
BWoUen  her  rivers.  When  she  arrives,  she  will  wear  the  badges  on 
her  warrior  crest  of  victories  won  in  company  with  the  Great  West 
on  maiiy  an  ensanguined  plain,  and  standards  torn  frx)m  the  hands 
of  the  conquerors  at  Waterloo.  Missouri,  and  Iowa,  and  Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota,  still  linger  behind,  but  it  may  be 
hoped  that  their  hearts  are  with  us  in  the  great  work  we  have 
to  do. 

Gentlemen,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  country  are  turned  to  this 
assembly,  in  expectation  and  hope.  I  trust  that  you  may  prove 
yourselves  worthy  of  the  great  occasion.  Our  ancestors,  proba- 
bly, committed  a  blunder  in  not  having  fixed  upon  every  fifth 
decade  for  a  call  of  a  general  convention  to  amend  and  reform 
the  Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  made  the  diffi- 
culties next  to  insurmountable  to  accomplish  amendments  to  an 
instrument  which  was  perfect  for  five  millions  of  people,  but  not 
wholly  so  as  to  thirty  millions.  Your  patriotism  will  surmount 
the  difficulties,  however  great,  if  you  wlQ  but  accomplish  one 
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triumph  in  advance,  and  that  is,  a  triumph  over  paaiy.  And 
what  is  party,  when  compared  to  the  work  of  rescuing  one% 
country  £rom  danger  ?  Do  that,  and  one  long,  loud  shout  of  joy 
and  gladness  will  resound  throughout  the  land. 

Mr.  EWJLCfG : — ^I  move  that  the  remaining  portion  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Oommittee  on  Organization  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE.    I  offer  the  foUowing  resolution : 

EetoUed^  That  the  Conference  shall  be  opened  with  prayer,  and  that  the 
dergymen  of  the  dty  of  Washington  be  requested  to  perform  that  service. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wiokliffb  was  adopted,  and 
prayer  was  then  offered  by  the  Kev.  Dr.  P.  D.  Gublet,  of  Wash- 
ington. 

The  PEESEDENT : — ^I  have  received  a  communication  from 
the  MesBTB.  WiUard,  placing  the  Hall  in  which  the  Conference  is 
now  sitting  at  the  service  of  the  Conference,  while  its  sessions 
may  continue ;  also,  a  communication  fi^m  the  Mayor  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  City  of  Washington,  offering  police  officers 
to  attend  our  sittings. 

It  was  moved,  and  agreed  to,  that  these  offers  be  severally 
accepted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland:— I  move  that  the  President 
of  the  Conference  be  requested  to  ftimish  a  copy  of  his  address 
to  the  Conference  upon  taking  the  Chair,  that  it  be  entered  upon 
the  journal  as  a  part  of  this  day's  proceedings,  and  that  the  same 
be  published. 

Which  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GlUMES,  of  Iowa : — ^I  have  received  from  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Iowa  a  communication,  requesting  myself  and 
mj  colleague  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the 
members  representing  that  State  in  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives,  to  repres^it  the  State  of  Iowa  here.  I  desire  to  present 
his  communication,  that  it  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Credentials. 

The  conmiunication  was  so  referred,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wbight,  of  Ohio,  the  Conference  adjourned. 
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THIRD  DAT. 
Washinoton,  Wednesday,  FAruary  6^  1861. 

The  Conference  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  noon,  and  t^as 
Vailed  to  order  by  the  Fsesident. 

The  Jonmal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  after  amendment,  was 
approved. 

Mr.  SUMMERS : — ^I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials to  make  a  report.  That  committee  has  examined  the 
credentials  which  have  been  submitted  to  it,  and  finds  the  follow- 
ing-named gentlemen  duly  accredited  as  members  of  this  Confer- 
ence: 

Neu)  Hampahi/re, — ^Amos  Tuck,  Levi  Chamberlain,  Asa 
Fowler. 

Vermont. — ^Hiland  Hall,  Lucius  E.  Chittenden,  Levi  Under- 
wood, H.  Henry  Baxter,  B.  D.  Harris. 

Rhode  Isla/nd  omd  Providence  Plamiations. — Samuel  Ames, 
Alexander  Duncan,  William  W.  Hoppin,  George  H.  Browne, 
Samuel  6.  Arnold. 

Connecticut. — ^Roger  S.  Baldwin,  Chaunoey  F.  Cleveland, 
Charles  J.  McCurdy,  James  T.  Pratt,  Robbins  Battell,  Amos  S. 
Treat. 

New  Jersey. — ^Charles  S.  Olden,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Robert  F. 
Stockton,  Benjamin  Williamson,  Joseph  F.  Randolph,  Frederick 
T.  Frelinghuysen,  Rodman  M.  Price,  William  C.  Alexander, 
Thomas  J.  Stryker. 

Pemi8yh)(mia. — ^Thomas  White,  James  Pollock,  William  M. 
Meredith,  David  Wilmot,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Thomas  E.  Franklin, 
William  McKennan. 

Ddcma/re. — George  B.  Rodney,  Daniel  M.  Bates,  Henry 
Ridgeley,  John  W.  Houston,  William  Cannon. 

Ma/rylomd. — John  F.  Dent,  Reverdy  Johnson,  John  W.  Cris- 
field,  Augustus  W.  Bradford,  William  T.  Goldsborough,  J.  Dixon 
Roman,  Benjamin  C.  Howaa^. 

Vi/rgima. — John  Tyler,  William  C.  Rives,  John  W.  Brocken- 
brough,  George  W.  Summers,  James  A.  Seddon. 

North  CwroUna. — George  Davis,  Thomas  Ruflin,  David  S. 
Reid,  Daniel  M.  Barringer,  J.  M.  Morehead. 
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Keninjboky. — William  O.  Butler,  JameB  B.  Clay,  Jofihna  ^ 
Ben,  Charlea  S.  Morehead,  Jamea  Guthrie,  Charlea  A«  Wickliffe. 

OUo.—iKAm  0.  Wright,  Sahnon  P.  Chase,  William  S.  Groea- 
beck,  Franklin  0.  BackuB,  Beuben  Hitchcock,  Thomas  Ewing, 
Valentine  B.  Horton. 

Indicma. — Caleb  B.  Smith,  Pleasant  A.  Hackleman,  Godlove 
S.  Orih,  E.  W.  H.  Ellis,  Thomas  C.  Slaughter. 

Iowa. — James  W.  Grimes,  Samuel  H,  Curtis,  William  Van- 
dever. 

Mr.  WICKLEFFE :— I  move  that  the  Secretary  be  author- 
ized to  employ  one  or  more  assistants.  I  am  advised  that  the 
Secretary  cannot  perform  his  duties  without  assistance,  and  I  see 
no  objection  to  giving  him  this  authority. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wiokufpb  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE : — ^I  now  desire  to  call  up  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Eules  and  Organization, 
and  to  move  its  adoption  at  the  present  time.  These  Rules  are 
substantially  the  same  as  those  which  were  adopted  by  the 
convention  which  proposed  our  present  Constitution.  The 
rule  which  we  have  reported  secxiring  secrecy,  so  far  as  our 
proceedings  are  concerned,  has  been  made  the  subject  of  much 
discussion  in  the  committee ;  and  it  was  at  first  thought  best  to 
recommend  a  modification  of  it.  But  upon  reflection  and  con- 
sideration, and  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  while  the  rule  reported 
requires  that  secrecy  should  be  preserved  in  regard  to  all  that  is 
said  or  done  in  this  Conference,  it  does  not  prevent  any  member 
firom  expressing  his  own  hopes  or  predictions  upon  tiie  final  result 
of  our  deliberations,  we  have  thought  best  to  let  it  remain  as  it  is. 

Mr.  SEDDON: — I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  to  this  por- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  I  will  read  for  the 
information  of  the  Conference.    It  is  as  follows : 

^  Sewhedy  That  no  part  of  the  Journal  he  pnhlished  without  the  order  or 
leave  of  the  Conference,  and  that  no  copies  of  the  whole  or  any  part  he  f^- 
niflhed  or  allowed,  except  to  memhers,  who  shall  he  privileged  to  communicate 
the  same  to  the  authorities  or  deliherative  assemhlies  of  their  respective 
States,  when  deemed  judicious  or  appropriate,  under  their  instructions,  and 
that  nothing  spoken  in  the  House  he  printed  or  otherwise  puhlished ;  hut 
private  communications  respecting  the  proceedings  and  dehates,  while  re- 
commended to  he  with  caution  and  reserve,  are  allowed  at  the  discretion  of 
each  memher." 
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It  may  be  thought,  that  in  offering  this  reeolntion,  I  am  seek- 
ing a  different  end  from  the  one  I  proposed  yesterday,  when  I 
advocated  the  proposition  of  excluding  reporters  fi^m  our  ses- 
sions, and  insisted  that  out  proceedings  shonid  be  at  all  times  tin- 
der tie  seal  of  secrecy.  Snch,  however,  is  not  my  purpose.  But 
some  discretion  must  be  allowed  ns,  in  order  that  we  may  con- 
form to  and  carry  ont  the  spirit  of  the  resolutions  under' which 
we  respectively  act.  This  is  especially  true  in  relation  to  my- 
self and  my  colleagues.  The  resolutions  under  which  we  are 
acting,  require  that  we  should  from  time  to  time  communicate  to 
the  legislature  of  Virginia  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  and  to 
express  our  own  opinions  of  the  prospect  which  may  exist  of  the 
settlement  of  existing  difficulties.  The  Commissioners  from 
Virginia  would  be  placed  in  a  delicate,  not  to  say  an  awkward 
position,  by  the  adoption  of  a  rule  here  which  would  absolutely 
prohibit  such  communications.  I  hope  my  amendment  may  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  TXJCK : — ^Would  not  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  be  answered  by  giving  any  delegation  leave  to  commu- 
nicate any  action  actually  taken  by  the  Conference,  with  their 
own  opinions  as  to  the  probable  result  of  our  deliberations  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^Those  opinions  would  possess  no  value,  un- 
less the  facts  and  circumstances  are  communicated  upon  which 
they  are  founded.  It  is  very  clear  to  me,  that  the  best  course 
will  be  to  entrust  to  the  discretion  of  each  member  the  privilege 
of  making  these  communications,  trusting  that  he  will  not  abuse 
the  confidence  thus  given. 

Mr.  WICBXEFFE : — ^I  hope  we  have  all  come  here  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  harmonize  our  conflicting  opinions,  and  to  unite 
upon  some  plan  which  will  settle  our  troubles  and  save  the  union 
of  the  States.  The  South  has  spoken  of  the  North  in  very  se- 
vere terms,  and  the  North  has  not  been  slow  in  returning  the 
compliment.  If  we  come  finally,  to  any  definite  result  satisfec- 
tory  to  either  side,  it  must  be  by  mutual  concessions,  by  confess- 
ing our  sins  1^  each  other,  and  endeavoring  to  live  harmoniously 
together  in  ftiture.  In  my  judgment,  secrecy  is  absolutely  indis- 
pensable to  successful  action  here.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  preclud- 
ed from  abandoning  a  position  to-morrow,  if  I  see  cause  for  it, 
which  I  have  taken  to-day.    K  the  proceedings,  and  especially 
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tbe  debates  of  this  Canferenoe,  are  made  pnblic  from  day  to  day, 
they  will  go  into  the  newspapers  and  be  made  the  snbject  of 
oommenty  &vorable  or  otherwise.  The  necessary  result  will  be, 
that  when  a  member  is  nnderstood  to  have  committed  himself 
to  a  particular  proposition,  or  any  special  conrse  of  policy,  that 
pride  of  opinion,  which  we  all  possess,  will  render  any  change 
of  policy  on  his  part  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  I  should  sin- 
cerely r^ret  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
fiom  Viiginia. 

Mr.  BANDOLPH : — ^I  move  that  the  portion  of  the  com- 
mittee's report  under  consideration,  together  with  the  resolution 
of  Mb.  SEDDonr,  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sules  and 
Oiganization. 

The  motion  of  Mb.  BAinx>LPH  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  GUTHRIE :— I  have  an  idea  relating  to  the  plan  which 
should  be  adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the  purpose  of  this  Con- 
fiarence.  I  wish  to  propose  it.  We  have  come  together  upon  the 
invitation  of  the  glorious  old  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  the 
mother  of  States  and  Statesmen.  We  have  come  from  the  "NorQi 
and  the  South,  from  the  East  and  the  West,  to  see  whether  our 
wisdom  can  devise  some  means  to  avert  the  dangers  which 
threaten  to  destroy  this  noble  Eepublic,  founded  by  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  our  ancestors.  I  hope  we  are  animated  by  a 
conmion  purpose.  The  storm  is  threatening.  The  horizon  is 
covered  with  dark  and  portentous  clouds.  Section  is  arrayed 
^against  section,  and  already  seven  of  our  sister  States  have  sepa- 
rated from  us  and  are  proceeding  to  establbh  an  independent 
Confederation.  Warl  Civil  War  I  is  impending  over  us.  It 
must  be  averted  I  Who  does  not  know  that  such  a  war,  among 
such  a  people,  must  be,  if  it  comes,  a  war  of  extermination. 

Mr.  PfiEsmENT,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  which 
I  now  send  to  the  chair. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  GhiTHBiB  was  read  as  follows : 

JBetolved,  That  a  oommlttee  of  one  firom  each  State  be  appmted  bj  tlie 
Oommissionen  thereof^  to  be  nominated  to  the  President,  and  to  be  appoint- 
ed bj  him,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  the  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Yir- 
ffmAf  and  the  other  States  represented,  and  all  propositions  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  existing  difficulties  between  States,  with  authority  to  report  what 
they  may  deem  right,  neoessary,  and  proper  to  restore  harmony  and  preserve 
the  Union,  and  that  they  report  on  or  before  Friday  next 
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Mr.  SEDDON : — ^It  appears  to  me  that  the  mode  pointed  out 
by  the  reBolution  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  is 
neither  the  one  most  appropriate  nor  expeditious  for  accomplish- 
ing the  result  desired.  We  are  convened  under  the  invitation  of 
the  State  of  Virginia;  and  the  same  invitation  that  brings  us 
here,  proposes  the  basis  for  our  deliberation  and  action.  Virginia 
has  stated  what  will  be  satisfiEictory  to  her ;  not  as  an  vllmuxbwm^ 
but  as  a  basis  of  adjustment.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  proper 
course  would  be,  to  take  up  the  propositions  of  Virginia — pro- 
pose amendments  to  them— discuss  them,  and  in  the  end  deter- 
mine how  far  they  shall  be  adopted.  The  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution proposed,  transfers  the  labors  of  this  Cionference,  not  in 
itself  too  large  for  convenient  deliberation,  to  a  committee. 
That  committee  is  to  discuss  the  various  propositions  offered 
and  report  the  result.  What,  in  the  mean  time,  is  this  Conference 
to  do  ?  Nothing  whatever !  We  are  to  meet  here  from  day  to 
day  and  adjourn,  no  one  knows  how  long,  until  this  committee 
reports,  and  then  the  discussion  will  commence  which  ought  to 
commence  now.  Mr.  President,  if  any  thing  is  accomplished, 
it  must  be  accomplished  speedily.  Events  are  on  the  wing. 
Already  inmy  State  the  delegates  are  elected  to  a  Convention, 
which  is  to  meet  next  week,  to  consider  the  subject  which  now 
engrosses  the  minds  of  the  American  people.  I  hope  my  sugges- 
tion may  meet  with  favor  in  the  Conference. 

Mr.  EWIN*G: — ^I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  for  reasons  which  must  be  obvious  to  all.  I  do  not 
think  Virginia  intended  to  dictate  the  terms  upon  which  we 
were  to  act  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  but  would  make 
one  suggestion  in  relation  to  it.  By  its  terms  the  committee  is 
to  report  on  Friday,  if  it  can  properly  do  so.  I  suggest  that  the 
committee  should  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Conference.    In  this  way  our  business  may  be  greatly  expedited. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE : — ^It  gives  me  pleasure  to  accept  the  modifi- 
cation proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I  should  have  in- 
corporated it  into  my  resolution. 

The  resolution  as  modified  was  then  adopt^  by  the  Con- 
ference without  a  division. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  will  take  this  occasion  to  announce  a 
committee  to  carry  intp  effect  the  determination  of  the  Confer- 
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ence  rdatiiig  to  tha  obtaining  of  the  services  of  dergjmen  to 
open  the  proceedings  of  the  Cionference  daily  with  prayer.  The 
Chsdr  appoints  as  snch  committee,  Mr.  ILaiidolpk,  of  'New  Jersey, 
Mr.  WicKLiFPB,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  JOHNSON: — ^It  appears  to  me  very  appropriate,  in 
view  of  the  occasion  which  has  brought  ns  together,  that  the 
members  of  this  Conference  should  pay  their  respects  in  a  body 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  therefore  move  that 
we  call  npon  him  in  a  body  at  snch  a  time  as  will  be  most 
agreeable  to  him ;  snch  time  to  be  ascertained  by  the  President 
of  this  Conference. 

Which  motion  was  nnanimonsly  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY: — ^I  move  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Enles  and  Organi- 
zation not  yet  adopted  was  recommitted  to  that  committee.  I 
do  this  in  order  that  the  Conference  may  now  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  those  rules  which  may  be  adopted  without  much 
difference  of  opinion. 

The  vote  was  thereupon  reconsidered,  and  the  following  rules 
were  severally  read  and  adopted.  The  remaining  rules  recom- 
mended were  recommitted  to  the  committee : 

EXILES. 

L  A  Convention  to  do  business,  shall  consist  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  not  less  than  seven  States ;  and  all  questions  shall 
be  decided  by  the  greater  uumber  of  those  which  be  fully  repre- 
sented. But  a  less  number  than  seven  may  adjourn  from  day  to 
day. 

n.  Immediately  after  the  President  shall  have  taken  the 
chair,  and  the  members  their  seats,  the  minutes  of  the  preceding 
day  shall  be  read  by  the  Secretary. 

TTT.  Every  member,  rising  to  speak,  shall  address  the  Presi- 
dent;  and  while  he  shcdl  be  speaking  none  shall  pass  between 
them,  or  hold  discourse  with  another,  or  read  a  book,  pamphlet, 
or  paper,  printed  or  manuscript ;  and  of  two  members  rising  to 
speak  at  the  same  time,  the  President  shall  name  him  who  shall 
first  be  heard. 

lY.    A  member  shall  not  speak  oftener  than  twice,  without 
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special  leave  npon  the  same  question;  and  not  a  second  time 
before  every  other  who  had  been  silent  shall  have  been  heard,  if 
he  choose  to  speak  npon  the  subject. 

Y.  A  motion  made  and  seconded,  shall  be  repeated ;  and  if 
written,  as  it  shall  be  when  any  member  shall  so  require,  read 
aloud  by  the  Secretary  before  it  shall  be  debated ;  and  may  be 
withdrawn  at  any  time  before  the  vote  upon  it  shall  have  been 
declared 

YI.  Orders  of  the  day  shall  be  read  ne2di  after  the  minutes^ 
and  either  discussed  or  postponed,  before  any  other  business  shall 
be  introduced. 

Yil.  When  a  debate  shall  arise  upon  a  question,  no  motion, 
other  than  to  amend  the  question,  to  commit  it,  or  to  postpone 
the  debate,  shall  be  received. 

ViJLL  A  question  which  is  complicated,  shall,  at  the  request 
of  any  member,  be  divided  and  put  separately  upon  the  proposi- 
tions  of  which  it  is  compounded. 

IX.  A  writing  which  contains  any  matter  brought  on  to  be 
considered,  shall  be  read  once,  throughout,  for  information ;  then 
by  paragraphs,  to  be  debated,  and  again  with  the  amendments, 
if  any,  made  on  the  second  reading,  and  afterwards  the  question 
shall  be  put  upon  the  whole,  as  amended  or  approved  in  the 
original  form,  as  the  case  may  be. 

X.  Ciommittees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Cionvention. 

XI.  A  member  may  be  called  to  order  by  another  member, 
as  well  as  by  the  President,  and  may  be  allowed  to  explain  his 
conduct  or  expressions  supposed  to  be  reprehensible.  And  all 
questions  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  President,  without  ap- 
peal or  debate. 

Xn.  Upon  a  question  to  adjourn  for  the  day,  which  may  be 
made  at  any  time,  if  it  be  seconded,  the  question  shall  be  put 
without  debate. 

Mil.  When  the  Convention  shall  adjourn, every  member 
shall  stand  in  his  place  until  the  President  pass  him, 

XrV.    That  no  member  be  absent  from  the  Convention,  so 
as  to  interrupt  the  representation  of  the  State,  without  leave. 
^       XV.    That  Committees  do  not  sit  while  the  Convention  shall 
be,  or  ought  to  be  sitting,  without  leave  of  the  Convention. 
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XYL  That  no  copy  be  taken  of  any  entry  on  the  Journal, 
during  the  sitting*  of  the  Oonvention,  without  leave  of  the  Oon- 
yention. 

AVIL  That  members  only  be  permitted  to  inspect  the 
JonmaL 

XYHL  Made  of  Votmg.  AH  votes  shall  be  taken  by 
States,  and  each  State  to  give  one  vote.  The  yeas  and  nays  of 
the  members  shall  not  be  given  or  published— only  the  decision 
by  States. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  Eules,  the  Conference  ad- 
journed until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


FOURTH  DAT. 

Washington,  Thubsday,  Fdmmry  7th,  1861. 

The  Conference  convened,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  yes- 
terday, at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

It  was  called  to  order  by  President  Tylee,  and  prayer  was 
offered  by  Kev.  Dr.  Pynb,  of  Washington. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  after  sundry  amend- 
ments, was  approved. 

Messrs.  J.  H.  Puleston,  John  Stbykee,  W.  W.  Hoppin,  Jr., 
and Olcott,  took  their  places  as  Assistant  Secretaries. 

President  TYLEE : — Gentlemen  of  the  Conference,  as  di- 
rected by  the  resolution  which  you  adopted  yesterday,  I  addressed 
a  note  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  asking  at  what  hour 
it  would  be  agreeable  to  him  that  this  Conference  should  call  on 
him  in  a  body.  To  this  note  I  bave  received  a  reply  which  will 
be  read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  following  note  fix)m  the  Presi- 
dent: 

EzBOirmiB  Maksion,  JTebruary  Wi^  1861. 
Mj  Dbab  Sib: — ^I  shall  feel  greatlj  honored  to  receive  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing the  Oonvention  of  Commissioners  from  the  several  States,  on  any  day 
and  at  any  honr  most  convenient  to  themselves.    I  shall  name  to-morrow 
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CThnraday)  at  11  or  8  o'dook,  though  any  other  time  wonld  be  equally 
agreeable  to  ifte.  I  shall  at  all  times  be  prepared  to  give  them  a  cordial  wel- 
come. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMEB  BUOHAKAN. 
Bh  Exoellenoy,  John  Tyleb. 

The  PEESIDENT :— What  order  will  the  Conference  take 
upon  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  QXJTHEIE : — ^I  move  that  the  members  of  this  Confer- 
ence call  in  a  body  npon  the  President  of  the  United  States 
this  morning,  at  11  o'clock. 

Mr.  Qutheie's  motion  was  adopted  nnanimonsly. 

Mr.  SUMMERS : — ^I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  Airther  to  report,  that  the  committee  have  examined 
the  credentials  of  the  following  gentlemen,  and  find  them  duly 
accredited  as  members  of  this  body : 

JH^ew  For*.— WilUam  E.  Dodge. 

Tennessee. — Samuel  Milligan,  Josiah  M.  Anderson,  Eobert  L. 
Carruthers,  Thomas  Martin,  Isaac  B.  Hawkins,  B.  J.  McEanney, 
Alvin  Cullom,  William  P.  Hickerson,  George  W.  Jones,  F.  K. 
Zollicoffer,  William  H.  Stephens,  A.  W.  O.  Totten. 

UUnoie. — John  Wood,  Stephen  T.  Logan,  John  M.  Palmer, 
Burton  C.  Cook,  Thomas  J.  Turner. 

Which  report  was  accepted,  and  the  names  of  the  Commis- 
sioners were  entered  upon  iLe  record. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— Certain  printing  has  been  ordered,  but 
no  provision  has  heen  made  for  paying  for  it.  The  Committee  on 
Bules  have  therefore  requested  me  to  report  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Jiefohed,  That  the  Secretary  procure  for  the  use  of  the  Oonvention  the 
necessary  statiohery,  and  also  provide  for  such  printing  as  may  be  ordered. 
That  the  Journal,  up  to  and  including  this  day^s  proceeding,  as  well  as  the 
Bules,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Wickuffe  was  agreed  to. 

The  PBESEDENT:— The  respective  delegations  have  re- 
commended, and  the  Chair  announces  the  names  of  the  following 
gentlemen  to  compose  the  ^committee  ordered  to  be  raised  under 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Gutheib,  which  was  adopted  yesterday: — 
New  Hampshire,  Asa  Fowler;  Vermont,  Hiland  Hall-;  Ehode 
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Idand  and  Providence  Plantations,  Samnel  Ames ;  Connecticut, 
Soger  S.  Baldwin ;  New  Jersey,  Joseph  F.  Eandolph ;  Pennsyl- 
vania, Thomas  White ;  Delaware,  Daniel  M^  Bates ;  North  Caro- 
lina, Thomas  Knffin ;  Kentucky,  James  Guthrie ;  Ohio,  Thomas 
Ewing;  Indiana,  Caleb  B.  Smith ;  Illinois,  Stephen  T.  Logan ; 
Iowa)  James  Harlan ;  Maryland,  Beverdy  Johnson ;  Yiiginia, 
James  A.  Seddon. 

Mr.  WICKLTFFE :— The  Conmiittee  on  Eules  have  further 
considered  the  rule  relating  to  the  secrecy  of  the  debates  and 
proceedings  of  this  body,  and  their  convictions  as  to  the  necessity 
and  propriety  of  its  adoption  remain  unchanged.  The  prospect 
of  an  ultimate  agreement  among  the  Conmiissioners  composing 
this  body,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  would  be  materially 
lessened  if  all  or  any  of  its  debates  should  be  made  public,  for 
reasons  which  have  already  been  statedl  If  any  gentleman  should 
desire  to  communicate  with  the  Executive  or  L^islative  author- 
ities of  his  State  any  facts,  during  the  progress  of  our  business,  I 
apprehend  little  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  obtaining  tihie 
leave  of  the  Convention.  We  therefore  recommend  the  following 
Eule: 

XIX.  That  nothing  spoken  in  the  Convention  be  printed, 
or  otherwise  published  or  communicated,  without  lefve. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^I  do  not  desire  to  discuss  the  adoption  of 
the  rule  under  consideration  any  further  than  I  have  already. 
The  Commissioners  from  the  State  of  Virginia  are  appointed  un- 
der resolutions  which  make  it  their  duty  to  conununicate  from 
time  to  time  with  her  deliberative  assemblies.  We  do  not  wish 
to  have  our  right  to  do  so  subject  to  the  action  of  this  or  any 
other  body.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  to  say,  that  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  leave  to  make  the  necessary  communications  will  be  ac- 
corded to  us  when  we  ask  it.  We  do  not  wish  to  ask  it.  We 
insist  upon  our  rights  in  this  respect,  as  it  is  our  duty  to  the  State 
that  sent  us  here  to  do. 

The  rule  was  adopted  upon  a  count  of  the  members  voting. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned. 

After  the  adjournment,  the  Convention  in  a  body  called  upon 
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the  PBESiDEiirr  of  the  United  States,  when  the  seyeral  del^ations 
were  introduced  by  President  Ttleb,  and  the  several  Conunission- 
ers  were  presented  by  the  chairmen  of  the  several  delations* 


FIFTH   DAT. 
Washhstotok,  Friday,  FAruofry  8*i,  1861. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  12  o'clock  by  Presi- 
dent Tyler.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Eev.  Dr.  Butler.  After 
sundry  amendments,  the  Journal  was  approved. 

Mr.  SUMMEES :— I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Ci^ 
dentials  to  report  that  they  find  the  following  gentlemen  duly  ac- 
credited as  members  of  the  Convention : 

Nev)  York. — ^David  Dudley  Field,  William  Curtis  Noyes, 
James  S.  Wadsworth,  Erastus  Coming,  Amaadah  B.  James,  James 
C.  Smith,  Addison  Gardner,  Greene  0.  Bronson,  John  A.  King, 
John  E.  Wool. 

Massachusetts, — John  21  Goodrich,  John  M.  Forbes,  Bichard 
P.  Waters,  Theophilus  P.  Chandler,  Francis  B.  Crowninshidd, 
George  S.  Boutwell,  Charles  Allen. 

Missawri. — John  D.  Coalter,  Alexander  W.  Doniphan,  Waldo 
P.  Johnson,  Aylett  H.  Buckner,  Harrison  Hough. 

On  motion  of  the  respective  delegations  the  following  gentle- 
men were  added  to  the  committee  raised  on  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Guthrie: 

Neu)  TarJc—Mx.  Field. 
Missawri. — ^Mr.  Doniphan. 
Ten/nessee. — ^Mr.  ZoUicoffer. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^I  am  instructed  by  the  committee  raised 
upon  the  resolution  introduced  by  myself,  to  inform  the  Con- 
vention that  that  body  is  not  able  to  report  to-day,  agree- 
able to  the  suggestion  made  at  the  time  they  were  appoint- 
ed. Several  States  are  yet  unrepresented  on  the  committee, 
and  delegations  from  some  of  them  have  only  arrived  this  morn- 
ing.   I  am  therefore  directed  to  ask  for  fiirther  time  to  make  a 
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report,  assuring  the  Convention,  at  the  same  time,  that  a  report 
will  be  made  at  soon  as  a  proper  regard  to  the  interests  of  all  sec- 
tions will  permit  it  to  be  done. 

Mr.  OLAT : — ^I  move  that  the  time  for  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  extended  until  Monday  next.  As  in  the  mean  time 
there  will  be  little  business  for  the  Convention  to  do,  and  that  of 
a  formal  character,  it  might  be  as  well  to  adjourn  from  this  time 
until  Monday ;  and  I  move  further,  that  if  delegates  arrive  from 
States  now  unrepresented,  they  may  present  their  credentials  to 
the  committee,  and  if  no  question  arises  on  them,  they  may 
then  select  a  member  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  Guthbie's  resolu- 
tion, and  report  his  name  to  the  Secretary  of  that  conmiittee. 

Mr.  SEDDON": — ^I  object  to  an  adjournment  until  Monday. 
We  can  meet  here  to-morrow  and  do  any  business  which  may 
come  before  us. 

The  several  motions  of  Mr.  Clay,  with  the  alteration  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Seddok,  were  then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  ELLIS : — ^I  ipove  that  the  President  be  requested  to  issue 
cards  of  admission  to  the  members  and  officers  of  this  Conven- 
tion. 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK:— I  would  like  to  understand  whether 
we  all  construe  the  rule  referring  to  the  secrecy  of  our  transac- 
tions alike.  I  am  told  that  different  constructions  are  placed  upon 
it  by  different  members,  and  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  the 
PKEsmENT^s  giving  his  views  of  the  meaning  of  the  rule. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  understand,  by  tlie  correct  interpre- 
tation of  the  rule,  that  nothing  which  is  said  or  done  in  the  Con- 
vention having  reference  to  any  subject  of  business  in  it,  can  be 
spoken  of  or  disclosed  to  any  but  members. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 


SIXTH    DAT. 

Washington,  Satueday,  Februomf  9thy  1861. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Eev.  Dr.  Bullock.  The  Journal  was 
read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
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Mr.  SUMMEBS : — ^I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials to  report  as  members  of  this  Convention  the  names  of 
the  following  gentlemen  from  the  State  of  Maine : — ^William  P. 
Fessenden,  Lot  M.  MorriD,  Daniel  E.  Somes,  John  J.  Perry, 
Ezra  B.  French,  Freeman  BL  Morse,  Stephen  Cobnm,  Stephen  C. 
Foster. 

Mr.  MoBBtLL,  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  CEowNmsmKLD,  of  Massachu- 
setts, were  annonnced  as  members  of  the  committee  under  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  GuTHBiE, 

Mr.  TUCK : — ^I  oflfer  certain  resolutions,  which  I  desire  to 
have  printed  and  referred  tq  the  Committee  on  Besolutions. 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Tuok  were  read,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred.  (These  resolutions  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent 
page.) 

Mr.  CLAY : — ^I  hold  in  my  hand  the  proceedings  of  a  very 
large  Democratic  meeting  recently  field  at  !Srew  Haven,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  Among  them  are  certain  resolutions, 
breathing  a  spirit  of  fervent  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  express- 
ing an  anxious  desire  for  the  settlement  of  the  difficult  questions 
jiow  before  the  country.  They  have  been  sent  to  me  with  a  re- 
quest that  I  should  lay  them  before  this  Convention.  Why  I 
was  selected  by  them  for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  I  do  not 
know,  unless  it  was  because,  from  my  name  and  associations,  they 
thought  an  assurance  might  be  found  that  I  participated  in  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  the  resolutions.  I  present  them  with 
great  pleasure,  and  ask  that  they  maybe  referred  to  the  Conmiit- 
tee  on  Besolutions. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BANDOLPH : — I  move  that  the  Secretary  be  requested 
to  furnish  for  the  use  of  the  members  a  printed  list  of  the  dele- 
gates to  and  officers  of  this  Convention. 

Which  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  Convention  adjourned. 
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SEVENTH    DAT. 
WAflHiNaTQN,  Monday,  F^bruwry  Wih^  1861. 

The  Oonyention  was  called  to  order  by  the  Pbesident. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Eev.  Dr.  Gueley. 

After  the  reading  and  amendment  of  the  Jonmal,  Mr. 
GuTHEEB,  from  the  Committee  on  BesolutionB,  asked  for  farther 
time  to  make  a  general  report  of  the  matters  submitted  to  them, 
which  was  given;  and  thereupon  Mr.  Gxtthsie,  from  the  same 
Committee,  made  the  following  report  npon  the  resolntions  of  a 
meeting  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  which  were  referred  to  that 
committee  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  : 

The  oommittee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  resolutions  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  State  of  Connecticnt,  report  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  it  is  inexpedient  for  this  Convention  to  act  npon  any  resolution 
purporting  to  emanate  from  any  political  party  whatever;  and  that  the  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  by  whom  they  were  presented  have  leave  to  withdraw 
the  same. 

The  PRESIDENT : — I  take  this  opportunity  to  announce  to 
the  Convention  that  the  Door-keeper  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  transmitted  to  the  Chair  cards  admitting  members  of 
this  body  on  to  the  floor  of  the  House.  These  cards  will  be  de- 
livered by  the  Secretary  to  such  members  as  call  for  them. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^I  move  that  any  propositions  or  resolutions 
which  members  of  this  Convention  desire  to  have  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Propositions,  may  be  present- 
ed to  the  committee  through  the  Secretary,  without  being  pre- 
sented in  Convention. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  on  motion  the  Convention  ad- 
journed until  Wednesday  the  13th  instant,  at  12  o'clock  m. 
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EIGHTH    DAt. 
Washington,  Wednesday,  F^brv/vry  13^  1861. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  Fbesident,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  Kev.  Dr.  Edwaeds.  The  Journal,  after 
sundry  amendments,  was  approved. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE :— The  Committee  on  Eesolutions,  Ac,  have 
labored  diligently,  and  held  protracted  sessions,  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  xoski^  their  report  to-day.  This  they  find  them:- 
selves  nnable  to  do.  They  are  Mly  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  immediate  action,  in  view  of  the  short  time  that  will  remain 
for  Congress  to  consider  the  action  of  this  Convention,  if  it  shall 
become  necessary  to  submit  any  proposition  of  this  body  to  be 
acted  upon  by  that.  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  be  able  to  report 
on  Friday,  and  I  ask  that  we  may  have  until  that  time  to  make 
a  report. 

The  request  of  Mr.  GumEiE  was  acceded  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — The  time  has  now  arrived  when,  as  one  of 
the  Commis8ioner8*fix)m  the  State  of  Virginia,  I  find  it  necessary 
to  ask  the  leave  of  the  Convention  to  communicate  to  the  Legis- 
lative authorities  of  Virginia,  and  to  her  Convention  now  in  ses- 
sion, the  state  of  the  proceedings  before  this  body,  and  the  com- 
mittee. I  ask  for  liberty  to  do  so,  and  believe  that  a  proper  re- 
gard to  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  under 
which  my  appointment  is  made,  requires  that  my  request  should 
be  granted. 

Mr.  BAEEINGEE  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Besohedy  That  the  CommissioDers  of  any  State  represented  in  this  Con- 
vention, upon  their  joint  application,  have  leave  to  communicate  to  the  Leg- 
ifilatnre,  Governor,  or  Convention  of  said  State,  the  proceedings  of  this  body, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  thej  may  deem  expedient. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — The  passage  of  this  resolution  is  all  I  ask. 

Mr.  FKEUNGHUYSEN :— I  move  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  thereto :  "  But  not  to  communicate  what  has  trans- 
pired in  the  committee,  before  said  committee  has  reported  to 
the  Convention. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^I  do  not  deem  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion at  this  moment  as  very  important.    At  the  suggestion  of 


FBOGBEDINGB  OF  THB  OONVKBENOE,  88 

several  genUemen,  I  will  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  Bubject  to 
be  called  up  after  Friday. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  Friday  at  12  o'clock. 

On  the  evening  of  February  13th,  the  members  of  the  Confe^ 
enoe  were  informed  of  the  death  of  Hon.  John  C.  Wright,  of  Ohio, 
who  officiated  as  temporary  chairman  previous  to  the  permanent 
organization.  In  view  of  the  anxious  desire  of  all  the  members 
to  recognize  their  appreciation  of  this  act  of  Divine  Providence, 
in  removing  from  the  sphere  of  hi«  earthly  labors  one  of  the 
most  valued  Commissioners  in  attendance.  President  Tyleb  was 
requested  to  summon  a  special  meeting  of  the  Conference.  In 
pmsnance  of  his  invitation,  all  the  members  attended  on  the 
morning  of  February  14th,  when  the  following  proceedings  were 
had:  ^ 

Thubsday,  Washingtok  Cttt,  Februa/ry  14^A,  1861. 

The  Convention  met  in  special  session,  pursuant  to  the  call 
of  the  President.  » 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Eev.  Dr. 
Hall. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary,  Crafts  J.  Wrioht, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes : 

Willabd's  Hotel,  > 

Washington  City,  Fehruary  13«A,  1861.  \ 
Eon.  John  Tylke,  Prmdent  of  Conference  Convention,        , 

DsAB  Sib: — ^I  grieve  to  commnnicate  to  joa  the  fact,  that  the  delegate 
from  Ohio  to  this  Conference  Convention,  the  Hon.  John  0.  Wright,  depart- 
ed this  life  this  day,  the  18th  Fehmary,  at  half-past  one  o'clock.  - 

Judge  Weight  came  to  this  Convention  with  a  heart  filled  with  fear  for 
the  safety  of  the  Union.  Though  at  an  advanced  age  and  nearly  hlind,  he 
was  filled  with  an  earnest  desire  to  add  his  efforts  to  that  of  others  of  the 
Gonyention  called  hy  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  seek  to  agree  on  some  meas- 
ures honorable  to  each  and  all,  to  effect  the  object.  Since  the  arrival  of  my 
filler  in  Washington,  he  has  been  constant  in  his  efforts  to  effect  the  end  in 
▼iew,  and  he  has  had  his  heart  cheered  with  the  belief  that  the  object  wofild 
be  accomplished.  Almost  the  last  words  that  he  uttered  were,  that  be  be- 
lieved the  Union  would  be  preserved.  He  desired  me  to  say,  if  the  Union 
were  preserved,  he  would  die  content.  He  called  me  to  read  to  him,  at 
12  o'clock,  the  sections  in  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  counting  the  votes^ 
and  this  request,  and  this  reading,  terminated  his  knowledge  on  earth.  In 
this  desire  of  my  &ther  to  do  what  he  could,  he  pressed  me  to  accompany  Mm 
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on  aoooont  of  his  blindnefls.  Since  the  Oonvention  honored  me  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  Secretary,  he  reqtiired  of  me  a  promise  that  I  would  not  leave 
the  position.  When  I  read  the  section  of  the  Constitation  to  him,  he  re- 
quired me  then  to  leave  him  for  the  Convention.  Whatever  mj  personal 
feelings  may  be,  I  deem  the  pledge  made  sacred.  I  therefore  ask  that  I  may 
have  leave  of  absence,  nntil  I  carry  the  remains  home  to  Ohio,  and  return  to 
my  duty.  Respectfully, 

CRAFTS  J.  WRIGHT. 
P.  S.— J.  HsNBT  PuLBBTON  will  act  for  me  in  my  absence. 

The  PBEsroENT  infonned  the  Convention  that  the  request  of 
the  Secretary  had  been  complied  with.  The  President  asked 
what  action  the  Convention  proposed  to  take  on  the  subject  for 
which  they  had  been  specially  assembled. 

The  Hon.  SALMON  P.  CHASE,  of  Ohio,  then  said:— Mr. 
PREsroENT,  since  we  assembled  yesterday  in  this  Hall,  it  has 
pleased  God  to  remove  one  of  our  number  from  all  participation 
in  the  concerns  of  earth.  It  is  my  painftQ  duty  to  announce  to 
the  Convention  that  John  C.  Wbioht,  one  of  the  Conunissioners 
from  Ohio,  is  no  more.  Full  of  years,  honored  by  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  rich  in  large  experience  and  ripened  wisdom,  and 
devoted  in  all  his  affections  and  all  his  powers  to  his  country,  and 
his  whole  country,  he  has  been  called  from  our  midst  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  prudence  and  patriotism  of  his  counsels 
seemed  most  needed.  Such  are  the  mysterious  ways  of  Divine 
Providence.  Judge  Wbioht  was  born  in  Wethersfield,  Connecti- 
cut, on  the  10th  of  August,  1784.  The  death  of  his  parents 
made  him  an  orphan  in  infancy ;  and  he  had  little  to  depend  up- 
on in  youth  and  early  manhood,  save  his  own  energies  and  God's 
blessing.  He  was  married,  while  young,  to  a  daughter  of  Thom- 
as Collier,  of  Litchfield,  and  tor  several  years  after  resided  at 
Troy,  New  York.  When  about  twenty-six  years  old  he  re- 
moved to  Steubenville,  in  Ohio,  where  he  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  the  law,  and  rapidly  rose  to  distinction  in  the  profession.  In 
1822  he  was  elected  a  representative  in  Congress,  where  he  be- 
came the  associate  and  friend  of  Clay  and  Webster,  and  proved 
himself,  on  many  occasions,  worthy  of  their  association  and 
friendship. 

After  serving  several  terms  in  Congress,  he  was  elected  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  and,  in  1834,  removed 
from  Steubenville  to  the  city  of  Cincinnati.    Resigning  his  seat 
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soon  afterwards,  he  resumed  the  labors  of  the  bar,  and,  ever 
sealous  for  the  improvement  and  elevation  of  the  profession,  es* 
tablished,  in  association  with  others,  the  Cincinnati  law  school. 

In  1840,  npon  the  dying  request  of  Chables  Hahmoih),  the 
veteran  editor  of  the  "  Cincinnati  Gazette,^'  Judge  Wright  as- 
sumed the  editorial  control  of  that  Journal,  and  retained  that 
position  until  impaired  vision,  in  1853,  admonished  him  of  the 
necessity  of  withdrawing  from  labors  too  severe. 

Thenceforward  engaged  in  moderate  labors,  surrounded  by 
affectionate  relatives,  enjoying  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  and  manifesting  always  the  liveliest  concern  in 
whatever  related  to  the  welfare  and  honor  of  his  State  and  his 
country,  he  lived  in  tranquil  retirement,  until  called  by  the 
Governor  of  Ohio,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Senate,  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  this  Conference  Convention. 

It  was  but  a  just  tribute,  sir,  to  his  honored  age,  illustrated 
by  abilities,  by  virtues,  and  by  services,  that  he  was  unanimously 
selected  as  its  temporary  President.  His  interest  in  the  great 
purpose  of  our  assembling  was  profound  and  earnest.  His  labors 
to  promote  an  auspicious  result  of  its  deliberations  were  active 
and  constant.  And  when  fatal  disease  assailed  his  life,  and  his 
enfeebled  powers  yielded  to  its  virulence,  his  last  utterances  were 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union. 

Mr.  PfiEsmENT,  Judge  Wright  was  my  fiiend.  His  approval 
dieered  and  encouraged  my  own  humble  labors  in  the  service  of 
the  State.  Pardon  me  if  I  mingle  private  with  public  grief.  He 
Las  gone  from  his  last  great  labor.  He  was  not  permitted  to 
witness  upon  earth  the  result  of  the  mission  upon  which  he  and 
his  associates,  who  here  mourn  his  loss,  were  sent.  God  grant 
that  the  clouds  which  now  darken  over  us  may  speedily  disperse, 
and  that  through  generous  counsels  and  patriotic  labors,  guided 
by  tiiat  good  Providence  which  directed  our  fathers  in  its  origi- 
nal formation,  the  Union  of  our  States  may  be  more  than  ever 
firmly  cemented  and  established. 

Mr.  PnEsmsirr,  I  offer  the  following  resolutions : 

Be»oltedf  That  in  the  death  of  our  late  venerable  colleague,  the  Hon. 
JoBX  C.  Wbigbt,  we  monm  the  loss  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  the  nation 
at  large,  of  one  of  our  most  sagacions  statesmen  and  distingnished  patriots ; 
and  to  the  cause  of  Union  and  conoiliation,  one  of  its  most  illostrions  sap- 
parten. 
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Besohedy  That  while  we  deplore  with  saddened  hearts  the  afSicdon  with 
which  an  All-wise  Providence  has  visited  ns,  we  know  that  no  tranidtlon 
from  life  to  immortalitjr  conld  have  heen  more  grateful  to  him  who  has 
fallen  than  this,  in  which  his  life  has  heen  offered  a  willing  sacrifice  in  an 
effort  to  restore  harmony  to  his  distracted  country. 

Beaohed^  That  the  members  of  this  Convention  tender  their  heartfelt 
t^ympathies  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  in  this  their  great  affliction. 

Besohed^  That  these  resolntions  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  this  body, 
.  and  a  copy  of  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

Mr.  Chables  A.  Wioklifpe,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  adop- 
tion  of  the  resolutionB,  and  said : 

Mr.  Fbesident,  I  rise  to  tender  my  most  cordial  sanction  and 
second  to  the  resolutions  whicli  have  just  been  read. 

Mr.  "WBiaHT  and  myself  entered  the  conncils  of  tliis  nation 
thirty-seven  years  ago.  "We  served  together  dnring  a  period 
when  party  excitement  ran  high  npon  questions  more  of  a  per- 
sonal than  a  ccHistitutional  character.  I  can  bear  vdtness  not 
only  to  his  ability,  but  to  his  personal  integrity,  and  his  purity 
of  political  action  through  our  term  of  service  in  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives.  I  have  seldom  met  him  since  we  separated  at 
the  termination  of  his  service  and  mine  in  that  body,  which  oc- 
curred at  pretty  near  the  same  period ;  but  whenever  I  have  met 
him,  I  have  found  him  the  same  stem  advocate  of  the  Union  and 
of  constitutional  liberty.  I  rejoiced,  therefore,  when  I  found  him 
in  this  hall  on  the  day  we  first  assembled  here.  I  Inew  his  con- 
servative disposition  and  principles,  and  I  promised  myself  that 
with  his  aid  I  could  be  more  useful  to  my  country  and  to  my 
State  than  without  him.  In  conversing  with  him  upon  the 
diflSculties  which  now  divide  and  distract  our  common  country, 
I  found  him  ready  and  willing,  conscientiously  and  patriotically, 
to  do  that  which  I  thought  that  portion  of  the  country  which  I 
represent  has  a  right  to  demand  and  expect  of  those  who  repre- 
sent a  different  portion  of  our  Union.  And  if  my  friend  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Chase)  and  his  colleagues  will  permit  me  to  mingle 
my  sorrow  at  the  public  loss,  I  will  say  nothing  of  the  private 
bereavement  of  the  family  of  our  deceased  colleague.  I  leave 
him  to  his  country,  and  to  you,  with  this  testimony  which  I  leave 
to  his  memory,  his  honesty  of  purpose  and  his  patriotic  love  of 
country. 

The  Hon.  A.  W.  Loomk,  of  Pennsylvania,  said : 
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Mr.  Pbebidsht,  I  desire  to  mingle  my  sinoere  regrets  with 
tbose  of  the  members  of  this  assemblage  at  the  sad  and  unex- 
pected oocmrence  which  deprived  ns  of  an  able,  experienced,  and 
]>atriotic  associate.    My  relations  with  the  deceased  were,  for 
many  years,  probably  more  intimate  than  those  which  existed 
between  him  and  any  other  member  of  this  Convention.    Forty 
yeaxB  have  elapsed  since  I  first  made  his  acquaintance.    He  was 
then  in  fnll,  active,  and  extensive  practice ;  a  learned  lawyer,  an 
accomplished,  skilftd,  and  successful  advocate.    During  the  suo- 
eeeding  year  I  came  to  the  bar,  and  resided  and  practiced  in  the 
flame  judicial  circuit  with  our  departed  friend.    For  many  years 
the  most  kind  and  intimate  relations  existed  between  us — some- 
txmee  colleagues,  but  usually  opjponents.    So  kind  and  genial 
was  his  nature,  so  £Edr  and  liberal  his  practice,  that  during  our 
entire  intercourse  not  an  unkind  word  was  uttered,  and,  so  far  as 
I  know  or  believe,  not  an  unpleadant  feeling  existed  in  ihe  bosom 
of  either. 

Though  not  gifted  with  the  highest  order  of  eloquence,  he 
was  clear,  distinct,  and  persuasive.  His  style  of  speaking  resem- 
bled not  the  babbling  brook  or  the  dashing  cataract,  but  usually 
the  limpid  stream,  gliding  gracefully  amid  fields  and  fruits  and 
flowers,  though  sometimes  assuming  the  power  and  proportions 
of  the  majestic  river,  cutting  its  sure  and  certain  way  to  the 
mighty  ocean. 

His  professional  position,  his  kindness  of  heart,  and  genial 
hmnor,  made  him  an  object  of  high  respect  and  warm  regard 
among  his  professional  brethren.  And  now,  sir,  as  memory 
passes  in  review  the  pleasant  incidents  which  marked  our  social 
and  professional  intercourse,  the  smitten  heart  shrinks  in  sadness 
and  sorrow  from  the  contemplation  of  our  bereavement.  He 
adorned,  sir,  the  bar,  the  bench,  and  the  halls  of  Legislation, 
He  discharged,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  his  obligations  with 
fidelily.    Of  him  it  might  be  truly  said : 

£Qs  life  hath  flowed  a  sacred  Btream,  in  whose  calm  depths 
The  heantifid  and  pore  alone  are  mirrored; 
Which,  though  shapes  of  ill  may  hover  o^er  the  surface, 
Glides  in  light,  and  takes  no  shadows  from  them. 

But,  sir,  the  great  crowning  virtue  and  glory  of  his  life  was 
his  acceptance  of  the  mission  which  brought  him  here.     Though 
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whitened  by  the  frosts  of  nearly  eighty  winters,  neither  lofty 
mountains  nor  intervening  space  conld  restrain  his  patriotic  heart 
from  a  prompt  response  to  the  call  of  his  countiy  to  mingle  his 
influence  in  a  sincere  and  sacred  effort  to  save  tiie  Constitution 
and  perpetuate  the  Union.  He  accepted  the  great  trust ;  he 
mingled  in  our  deliberations,  and  has  fallen  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty.  He  has  justly  earned  a  title  to  the  gratitude  and  re- 
spect of  his  country.  May  we  not,  sir,  fondly  hope  that  he,  who 
was  called  fr^m  the  discharge  of  such  duties  to  the  presence  of 
his  Grod,  has  passed  from  the  sorrows  of  earth  to  the  happiness 
of  Heaven,  and  to  the  full  fruition  of  joys  pure,  perfect,  and 
eternal? 

The  Hon.  THOMAS  EWING,  of  Ohio,  said :— I  rise  to  bear 
my  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  I  have 
known  him  long.  On  my  first  ^itrance  into  active  life,  at  the  bar^ 
I  found  him  an  able  and  distinguished  member.  Since  that  time 
down  to  the  present  day,  he  has  been  largely  associated,  in  mind 
and  person,  with  all  the  acts  and  progress,  professional  and  politi- 
cal, of  my  life.  I  ieel  his  loss  intensely ;  and  I  feel  it  with  more 
regret,  because  I  know  that  on  thisoccasion  his  voice  would  have 
been  potential  in  our  counsels,  and  would  have  been  united  with 
all  of  us  who  labor  most  earnestly  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union. 

I  tender  my  sympathies  to  the  family  of  the  deceased.  I 
unite  with  them  in  their  regrets  and  in  their  hopes  of  the  happy 
future  to  which  he  may  have  attained. 

The  Hon.  WILLIAM  C.  RIVES,  of  Virginia,  said:— 
Though  wholly  unprepared  to  say  any  thing  worthy  of  the  solem- 
nity of  this  occasion,  I  feel  that  I  should  be  wanting,  sir,  in  that 
sentiment  of  respect  which  is  due  to  the  character  of  a  distinguish- 
ed citizen,  if  I  were  not  to  add  to  what  has  been  so  eloquently 
spoken  by  others,  a  few  words  of  personal  recollection  in  regard 
to  our  deceased  friend  Judge  Weight.  It  so  happened  that  we 
Altered  the  public  councils  of  the  country  at  the  same  moment, 
and  continued  in  them  for  the  same  period  of  time.  It  is  now 
just  thirty-seven  years  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Judge 
Weight,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  the 
United  States.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  there  were 
giants  in  those  days.    My  honorable  frigid  from  Kentucky  (Gov- 
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emor  Wickliffe),  who  has  already  so  feelingly  addressed  the  Ckm- 
ventioii,  will  recollect  that  on  the  roll  of  the  House  of  Bepresen- 
tatiyes  at  that  time  stood  the  names  of  Webster  and  Everett,  of 
Oakley  and  Storrs,  of  Sargeant  and  of  BjoiPmLL,  of  Lewis  Mo- 
Lane,  of  the  immortal  Clay,  and  Barbour  and  Bandall,  and 
other  gentlemen  known  to  fame  from  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  in  this  body,  and  Liyingstok  of  Louisiana,  Mo- 
DuFFiE  and  Hamiltok  of  Sonth  Carolina,  and  other  gentlemen 
who,  on  the  spnr  of  the  occasion,  I  am  not  now  able  to  recall,  but 
whose  names  will  forever  shine  upon  the  rolls  of  their  country's 
glory.  And  yet  in  that  body  Judge  "Wrigot,  then  in  the  maturi- 
ty of  his  powers,  though  not  previously  known  to  the  nation, 
Vindicated  an  equal  rank  in  debate  with  those  gentlemen  whose 
names  I  have  mentioned.  Sir,  I  shall  never  forget  with  what 
earnestness,  with  what  manliness,  with  what  integrity,  with  what 
ability,  he  ever  uttered  his  convictions  of  public  duty,  whatever 
they  were,  in  that  consecrated  halL 

After  remaining  here,  I  think,  for  six  years,  he  retired  to  his 
own  State  for  the  ptirpose  of  assuming  the  duties  of  a  highly-im- 
portant and  dignified  office,  which  was  soon  followed  by  his  re- 
tirement into  the  bosom  of  private  life,  where  he  met  a  rich  and 
ample  solace  for  the  storms  of  his  public  career.  He  was  follow- 
ed there  by  the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  throughout  the 
country,  and  the  confidence  of  his  own  State,  as  we  have  recently 
seen,  by  his  being  called  from  that  honorable  retirement  to  take 
part  in  the  grave  and  solemn  duties  of  this  assembly.  Sir,  he 
came  among  us  in  obedience  to  the  solemn  call  of  patriotic  duty, 
at  a  most  exigent  and  distressing  period  in  our  national  annals. 
He  came  here  on  an  errand  of  peace,  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and 
conciliation.  Such  was  the  feeling  entertained  toward  him  by 
the  whole  of  this  assembly,  that  without  the  slightest  preconcert, 
60  far  as  I  know,  he  was  invited  by  general  consent  to  preside 
daring  the  preliminary  stages  of  the  organization  of  this  Conven- 
tion. I  had  an  opportunity,  from  time  to  time,  of  private  con- 
versation with  the  aged  statesman.  I  found  no  member  of  the 
assembly  I  met  here,  and,  indeed,  I  have  found  nowhere  any 
citizen  of  this  wide  Republic  of  ours,  whose  heart  was  more 
deeply  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  of  peace— of 
that  spirit  which  was  so  solemnly  and  impressively  uttered  in 
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Ufl  last  prayer,  "  May  the  Union  be  preserved."  Sir,  it  is  not 
given  to  mortal  man  to  choose  the  manner  of  his  death ;  bat  if 
snch  were  the  privilege  accorded  to  any  human  being,  what  more 
glorious  end  could  he,  appreciating  a  true  fame,  covet,  than  that 
which  has  been  the  lot  of  our  departed  friend!  Sir,  I  speak 
what  I  feel,  and  I  dare  say  I  express  a  sentiment  which  has  im- 
pressed itself  upon  many  other  bosoms  in  this  assembly,  when  I 
say  that  his  sudden  death  in  the  midst  of  our  deliberations,  seems 
to  me  to  exalt — ^in  some  degree  to  canonize — our  labors.  This 
manifestation  of  the  visible  hand  of  God  among  us,  brings  us  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  those  solemn  responsibilities  which  at- 
tach themselves  to  the  discharge  of  our  duties  here.  I  doubt  not 
that  every  member  of  this  assembly  is  already  deeply  impressed 
with  the  solemnity  of  those  duties,  and  I  feel  convinced  that  there 
are  few,  if  any,  in  this  assembly,  who  would  not  lay  down  their 
fleeting  and  feverish  existence,  and  follow  our  deceased  brother 
to  his  final  account,  if  by  doing  so  they  could  restore  peace  and 
harmony  to  this  glorious  Republic  of  ours. 

It  does  not  become  me  to  make  any  professions  of  devotion 
to  my  country — ^to  my  whole  country — ^but  this  I  will  say,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  last  prayer  of  my  friend,  that  I  should  r^ard  my 
poor  life,  such  as  it  is,  a  cheap  purchase — ^the  cheapest  imagina- 
ble purchase — ^for  that  great  boon  to  our  country,  the  restoration 
of  its  peace,  of  its  harmony,  of  its  unity,  of  its  ancient  confeder- 
ated strength  and  glory. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolutions  were  unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

The  body  of  Judge  "Weight  was  then  brought  into  the  hall, 
preceded  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hall,  who  read  the  igapressive  service  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  A  number  of  the  ni^bers  of  the  family, 
and  of  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  were  present  during  the  ser- 
vices. 

The  funeral  cortege  proceeded  from  the  hall  to  the  depot  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  designated  to  act  as  pall-bearers 
on  the  occasion : 

Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hitchcock,  Mr.  Loomis, 
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Mr.  Badnifl,  '  Mr.  Groesbeck, 

Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Stanton, 

Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Harlan, 

Mr.  Vinton,  Mr.  Gurley. 

The  proeeedingB  upon  the  death  of  Judge  Wright  were,  by 
^e  Conference,  ordered  to  be  pnbKflhed,  and  the  special  session 
dosed. 


NINTH    DAT. 
WASHnroToir,  Friday,  FAmary  15/1^,  1861. 

Thk  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Tyler,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  Kev.  Mr.  Eenner.  The  Journals  of  the 
18th  and  14th  were  read  and  approved. 

The  PRESroENT  :— I  have  this  morning  received  several 
oommnnications  froin*different  persons,  which  will  be  laid  before 
the  Convention.  One  is  an  invitation  fi-om  Horatio  Stoio:,  in- 
viting the  members  of  the  Convention  to  visit  his  studio ;  also,  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  authorizing  the  ad- 
mission of  members  of  this  Convention  to  the  floor  of  the  House. 
Also,  a  letter  jfrom  J.E.  SAims,  offering  to  the  Convention  cer- 
tain flags  which  possess  historical  interest,  from  the  fact  that  they 
were  used  in  the  convention  which  adopted  the  present  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Also,  a  communication  &om  Hora- 
no  G.  Warner. 

The  communications  were  severally  read  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  SUMMERS : — I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  to  inform  the  Convention  that  the  committee  has  re- 
ceived satisfactory  evidence  of  the  appointment  by  the  Executive 
of  Ohio  of  C.  P.  WoLooTT,  as  a  delegate  to  this  Convention,  in 
the  place  of  John  C.  Wright,  deceased. 

Mr.  ORTH : — I  desirQ  to  offer  the  following  resolutions, 
which  I  ask  to  have  read  for  the  information  of  the  Convention. 
I  have  no  purpose  to  admit  spectators  to  seats  on  this  floor,  but 
ia  my  judgment  it  is  the  right  of  the  country  to  know  what  we 
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are  doing  here.  My  constitnents  will  not  be  satiBfied  with  my 
course,  unlees  I  take  means  to  give  the  public  knowledge  of  all 
our  transactions.  I  am  aware  that  this  is  an  invasion  of  the  rule 
already  adopted,  requiring  secresy ,  but  in  my  opinion  no  possible 
harm  can  come  from  the  daily  publication  of  our  debates.  It  is 
far  better  that  true  reports  o^  these  debates  should  be  made,  than 
that  the  distorted  and  perverted  accounts  which  we  see  daily  in 
the  New  York  papers  should  be  continued. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  are  as  follows : 

Be9ohed^  Th&t  Bules  Sixteen  (16)  and  Eighteen  (18)  of  this  Oonvention 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  rescinded. 

Eeiolvedy  That  the  President  is  hereby  anthorized  to  grant  cards  of  ad- 
mission to  reporters  of  the  press,  not  exceeding in  number,  which  shall 

entitle  them  to  seats  on  the  floor  of  the  Oonyention,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
porting its  proceedings. 

Hesohed,  That  no  person  be  admitted  to  the  floor  of  the  Convention,  ex- 
cept the  members,  officers,  or  reporters. 

Mr.  WICKXIFFE : — I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  this  discussion 
myself,  nor  to  cause  it  to  be  prolonged  b^  others.  I  am  sure 
that  if  we  permit  our  debates  to  be  reported,  we  shall  never  reach 
a  conclusion  which  will  in  the  slightest  degree  benefit  the  coun- 
try. Every  member  will  in  that  event  wish  to  make  a  set  speech, 
some  of  them  three  or  four.  I  wish  to  have  our  time  used  in 
consultation  and  in  action,  not  consumed  in  political  speech- 
making.  I  do  not  care  what  the  newspapers  say  of  us.  I  know 
their  accounts  are  distorted ;  but  they  would  be  distorted  if  we 
admitted  reporters.  Some  of  them  assail  us  as  a  convention  of 
compromisers — as  belonging  to  the  sandstone  stratum  of  politics. 

Mr.  PHASE : — ^That  is  the  formation  which  supports  all 
others. 

Mr.  WI(3KLIFFE :— I  know  it,  and  I  hope  this  Convention 
will  prove  to  be  the  stratum  which  supports  and  preserves  the 
Union  and  the  country.  Let  us  go  on  as  we  have  begun,  pre- 
serving secrecy ;  keeping  our  own  counsels ;  making  no  speeches 
for  outside  consumption  or  personal  reputation.  Let  us  all  keep 
steadily  in  mind  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  and  good  pur- 
pose which  brought  us  here,  and  nothing  else. 

Mr.  EAND0LPH : — ^New  Jersey  does  not  wish  to  have  time 
consumed  in  making  speeches.    I  think  we  should  proceed  at 
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once  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee.  I  move  that  the 
reeolntions  offered  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ORTH : — ^I  suppose  this  motion  cuts  off  debate.  I  should 
much  have  preferred  to  discuss  the  resolutions.  I  hope  the 
motion  will  not  prevaiL 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
ffiva  voce  Yote. 

The  PEESIDENT :— Is  the  General  Committee  upon  Propo- 
sitions prepared  to  report }    If  it  is,  their  report  is  now  in  order. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE: — ^That  committee  has  given  earnest  and 
careful  consideration  to  the  subjects  and  propositions  which  have 
fix>m  time  to  time  been  presented  to  it.  It  has  held  numerous 
and  protracted  sessions,  and  the  differences  of  opinion  naturally 
existing  between  the  members  have  been  discussed  in  a  spirit  of 
candor  and  conciliation.  The  committee  have  not  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  arrive  at  an  unanimous  conclusion.  A  majority  of 
its  members,  however,  have  agreed  upon  a  report  which  we  think 
ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  all  sections  of  the  Union,  one  which 
if  adopted  will,  we  oelieve,  accomplish  the  purpose  so  much  de- 
sired by  every  patriotic  citizen.  We  think  it  wiU  give  peace  to 
the  country.  In  their  behalf  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Conference,  the  following : 

tSOFOSAUB  OF  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTTTUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Abtxoub  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  not  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  the  Gherokee  treaty  grant,  north  of  a  line  from  east  to 
west  on  the  parallel  of  86  degrees  80  minutes  north  latitude,  involuntary 
KTTitude,  except  in  punishment  of  crime,  is  prohibited  whilst  it  shall  be 
under  a  Territorial  government ;  and  in  all  the  territory  south  of  said  line, 
the  statos  of  persons  owing  service  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be 
changed  by  law  while  such  territory  shall  be  under  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment; and  neither  Congress  nor  tiie  Territorial  government  shall  have 
power  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  to  said  territory  of  persons  held  to  la- 
bor or  involuntary  service,  within  the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws 
<Hr  usages  of  the  State  from  which  such  persons  may  be  taken,  nor  to  impair 
the  rights  arising  out  of  said  relations,  which  shall  be  subject  to  judicial 
cognizance  in  the  federal  courts,  according  to  the  common  law ;  and  when 
my  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Congress 
may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  required  for  a  member  of  Congress, 
according  to  the  then  federal  ratio  of  representation,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of 
government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
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with  the  original  States,  with  or  without  inyoluntary  servioe  or  labor,  as  the 
Oonstitation  of  such  new  State  maj  provide. 

Abtiolb  2.  Territory  shall  not  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  nnleaa 
by  treaty ;  nor,  except  for  naval  and  commercial  stations  and  depots,  nnlest 
such  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  four-fifths  of  all  members  of  the  Senate. 

Abtiole  8.  Neither  the  Constitution,  nor  any  amendment  thereof  shall 
be  construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control  within 
any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  the  rdation  established  or  reoog- 
nized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching  persons  bound  to  labor  or  involuntaxy 
service  therein,  nor  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  service  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  without  the  consent  of  Maryland  and  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  owners,  or  making  the  owners  who  do  not  consent  just  compen- 
sation; nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  prohibit  representatives  and 
others  from  brin^g  with  them  to  the  City  of  Washington,  retaining,  and 
taking  away,  persons  so  bound  to  labor ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or 
abolish  involuntary  service  in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  within  those  States  and  Territories  where  the  same  is  estab- 
lished or  recognized ;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transportfr- 
tion,  by  land,  sea,  or  river,  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  in 
any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  State  or  Territory 
thereof  where  it  is  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage ;  and  the  right 
during  transportation  of  touching  at  ports,  shores,  and  landings,  and  of 
landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist  Kor  shall  Congress  have  power  to 
authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  bound  to  labor  than  on 
land. 

Abtiolk  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  arti^ 
de  of  the  Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the  States^ 
by  appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the  action  of  their  judicial  and 
ministerial  officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  labor  to  the 
person  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Abtiole  6.  The  foreign  slave-trade  and  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories,  from  places  beyond  the  present 
limits  thereof  are  forever  prohibited. 

Article  6.  The  first,  second,  third,  and  fifth  articles,  together  with  this 
article  of  these  amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second 
section  of  the  fourth  article  thereof^  shall  not  be  amended  or  abolished 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

Abtiole  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States  shall 
pay  to  the  owner  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all  cases  where 
the  marshal  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  was 
prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation,  or  when,  after  arrest, 
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inch  fiigitiYe  was  rescued  bj  force,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented  and 
obstnioted  in  the  pnrsnit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  snch  fugitiye. 

Mr.  BALDWIN : — ^I  have  not  been  able  to  conctir  in  opinion 
with  those  members  of  the  committee  who  have  presented  the 
propositions  jnst  submitted.  I  dp  not  deem  them  fair  or  equit- 
able to  the  Free  States,  nor  do  I  think  they  are  likely  to  secure 
approval  in  those  States.  As  one  member  of  the  minority,  I 
have  drawn  up  a  report  embodying  my  own  views  and  perhaps 
.  those  of  some  of  my  colleagues,  which  I  now  present  for  tiie  con- 
sideration of  the  Conference : 

MS.  BALDWnrS  MINOBITY  BEPOBT.  ^ 

The  nndern^ed,  one  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  of  one  from  each 
State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  State 
<^  Virginia,  and  the  other  States  represented,  and  all  propositions  for  the 
a^nstment  of  existing  differences  between  the  States,  with  authority  to 
report  what  they  deem  right,  necessary,  and  proper  to  restore  harmony  and 
preserve  the  Union,  and  report  thereon,  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the 
eommittee  with  an  anxious  desire  that  they  might  be  able  to  unite  in  the 
reoommendation  of  some  plan  which,  on  due  deliberation,  should  seem  best 
adapted  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  to  the  people  of  every  section  . 
that  perfect  equality  of  right  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Convened,  as  we  are,  on  the  invitation  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  in  pur- 
ioance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  with  an  ao- 
eompanying  expression  of  the  deliberate  opinion  of  that  body  that,  unless  the 
inh^py  controversy  which  now  divides  the  States  shall  be  satisfactorily  ad- 
justed, a  permanent  dissolution  of  the  Union  is  inevitable ;  and,  being  earnestly 
dflflirous  of  an  adjustment  thereof  in  concurrence  with  Virginia,  in  the  spirit 
in  which  the  Constitution  was  originally  formed,  and  consistently  with  its 
principles,  so  as  to  afford  to  the  people  of  all  the  States  adequate  security  for 
an  their  rights,  the  attention  of  the  undersigned  was  necessarily  led  to  the 
eonnderation  of  the  extent  and  equality  of  our  powers,  and  to  the  propriety 
and  expediency,  under  existing  circumstances,  of  a  recommendation  by  this 
Conference  Convention  of  any  specific  action  by  Congress,  whether  of  ordi- 
nary le^slation,  or  in  reference  to  constitutional  amendments  to  be  proposed 
by  Congress  on  its  own  responsibility  to  the  States. 

A  portion  of  the  members  of  this  Convention  are  delegated  by  the  Le^a- 
torea  of  their  respective  States,  and  are  required  to  act  under  their  supervision 
and  control,  while  others  are  the  representatives  only  of  the  Executives  of 
tibeir  States,  and,  having  no  opportunity  of  consulting  the  immediate  repre- 
mtatives  of  the  people,  can  oi^y  act  on  their  individual  responsibility. 

Among  the  resolutions  and  propositions  suggesting  mod^  of  a^ustment. 
appropriate  to  this  occasion  which  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  com* 


46  KB.  baldwin'b  bsfobt. 

znittee,  were  the  resolntionB  of  the  State  of  Eentnokj  reoommending  to  her 
sister  States  to  miite  with  her  in  an  applioation  to  Oongress  for  the  calling  of  a 
Convention  in  the  mode  presorihed  hj  the  Constitation  for  propodng  amend- 
ments thereto. 

The  undersigned,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  aooompanying  resolntioiiy 
and  others  which  have  been  herein  indicated,  is  of  opinion  .that  the  mode  of 
adjustment  \>j  a  General  Convention,  as  proposed  bj  Kentndkj,  is  the  one 
which  affords  the  best  assurance  of  an  adjustment  acceptable  to  the  people  of 
every  section,  as  it  will  afford  to  all  the  States  which  maj  desire  amend<^ 
ments,  an  opportunity  of  preparing  them  with  care  and  deliberation,  and  in 
such  form  as  they  may  deem  it  expedient  to  prescribe,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
consideration  and  deliberate  action  of  delegates  duly  chosen  and  invested 
with  equal  powers  from  all  the  States. 

The  undersigned  did  not,  therefore,  deem  it  expedient  that  any  of  the 
measures  of  adjustment  proposed  by  the  migority  of  the  committee,  should 
be  reported  to  this  body  to  be  discussed  or  acted  upon  by  them,  and  he 
respectfully  submits  as  a  substitute  for  the  articles  of  amendment  to  the  Oon- 
stitution,  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  and  respectfully  recommends  the  adoption  thereof. 

ROGER  S.  BALDWIN. 

WhereciSj  unhappy  differences  exist  which  have  alienated  from  each  other 
portions  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  such  an  extent  as  seriously  to 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  nation,  and  impair  the  regular  and  efficient  action  of 
the  Government  within  the  sphere  of  its  constitutional  powers  and  duties ; 

And  tohereaSy  the  Legislature  of  Xhe  State  of  Kentucky  has  made  appUca- 
tion  to  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  for  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ; 

And  whereas^  it  is  believed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  other  States 
that  amendments  to  the  Constitution  are  or  may  become  necessary  to  seoore 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  of  every  section,  the  full  and  equal  enjoy- 
ment of  their  rights  and  liberties,  so  far  as  the  same  may  depend  for  their  se- 
curity and  protection  on  the  powers  granted  to  or  withheld  from  the  General 
Government,  in  pursuance  of  the  national  purposes  for  which  it  was  ordain* 
ed  and  established ; 

And  whereas^  it  may  be  expedient  that  such  amendments  as  any  of  the 
States  may  desire  to  have  proposed,  should  be  presented  to  the  Convention 
in  such  form  as  the  respective  States  desiring  the  samb  may  deem  proper ; 

This  Convention  does,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  several  States  to 
unite  with  Kentucky  in  her  application  to  Congress  to  call  a  conven- 
tion for  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  or  to  conventions 
therein,  for  ratification,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be 
proposed  by  Congress,  in  accordance  with  the  provision  in  the  fifth  article 
of  the  Constitution. 
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Mr.  FIELD : — ^I  do  not  concur  in  the  conclusions  to  which 
the  majority  of  the  committee  have  arrived.  I  may  say  that  I 
wholly  dissent  from  them.  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to 
make  a  separate  report.  At  a  suitable  time  I  shall  endeavor  to 
make  known  to  the  Conference  my  views  upon  the  topics  which 
have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CKOWNINSHIELD :— I  occupy  substantially  the  same 
position  as  Mr.  Field,  and  shall  make-  my  views  known  at  a 
proper  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON" : — ^The  report  presented  by  the  majority,  I 
think,  is  a  wide  departure  from  the  course  we  should  have  adopt- 
ed. Virginia  has  prepared  and  presented  a  plan,  and  has  in- 
vited this  Conference  to  consider  it.  I  think  we  ought  to^take 
up  her  propositions,  amend  and  perfect  them  if  need  be,  and  then 
adopt  or  reject  them.  To  avoid  all  misconstruction  as  to  my  in- 
dividual opinions  or  position,  I  have  reduced  my  views  to  writing, 
which,  with  the  leave  of  the  Conference,  I  wiU  now  read. 

No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Seddoh  proceeded  to  read  the 
following : 

SRFOBT  OF  MB.  SEDDON. 

The  nndenigned,  acting  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Oommissionera 
from  the  State  of  Yirginia,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  by  this 
Convention  to  consider  and  recommend  propositions  of  adjustment,  has  not 
been  so  hapjpj  as  to  accord  with  the  report  submitted  bj  tiie  mtgority ;  and 
•B  he  more  widely  dissents  from  the  opinions  entertained  by  the  other  dis- 
senting members,  he  feels  constrained,  in  vindication  of  his  position  and 
(pinions,  to  present  on  his  part  this' brief  report,  recommending,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  report  of  the  migority,  a  proposition  subjoined.  To  this  course 
he  feels  the  more  impelled,  by  deference  to  the  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  his  State,  inviting  the  assemblage  of  this  Oonvention,  and  sug- 
gesting a  basis  of  adjustment. 

These  resolutions  declare,  that  **in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Virginia  the  propositions  embraced  in  the  resolutions  presented  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  Hon.  John  J.  OBiTTENDEir,  so  modified  as 
that  the  first  article  proposed  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  shall  apply  to  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held 
or  hereafter  acquired  south  of  latitude  86"*  80',  and  provided  that  slavery  of 
the  African  race  shall  be  effectually  protected  as  property  therein  during  the 
omtinuance  of  the  territorial  government,  and  the  fourth  article  shall  secure 
to  the  owners  of  slaves  the  right  of  transit  with  their  slaves  between  and 
through  the  non-slaveholding  States  or  Territories,  constitute  the  basis  of 
fioch  an  a^ustment  of  the  unhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  the  States 
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of  this  Oonfederaoj,  as  would  be  accepted  by  the  people  of  this  Oommon- 
wealth." 

From  this  resolation,  it  is  clear  that  the  General  Assembly,  in  its  declared 
opinion  of  what  would  bo  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  not  only  re- 
quired the  Crittenden  propositions  as  a  basis,  but  also  held  the  modificationa 
suggested  in  addition  essential.  In  this  the  undersigned  fully  concurs.  Bnt^ 
in  his  opinion,  the  propositions  reported  by  the  minority  do  not  give,  but 
materially  weaken  the  Crittenden  propositions  themselves,  and  fail  to  accord 
the  modifications  suggested.  .  The  undersigned  therefore,  feels  it  his  duty  to 
submit  and  recommend,  as  a  substitute,  the  resolutions  referred  to,  as  pro> 
posed  by  the  Hon.  John  J.  Cbittendbn,  with  the  incorporation  of  the  modi- 
fications suggested  by  Virginia  explicitly  expressed,  and  with  some  altera- 
tions on  points  which,  he  is  assured,  would  make  them  more  acceptable  to  that 
State,  and,  as  he  hopes,  to  the  whole  Union.  The  propositions  submitted  are 
appended,  marked  "No,  1. 

The  undersigned,  while  contenting  himself,  in  the  spirit  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  his  State,  with  the  proposal  of  that  substitute 
for  the  migority  report,  would  be  untrue  to  his  own  convictions,  shared,  as  he 
believes,  by  the  migority  of  the  commissioners  from  Virginia,  and  to  his  sense 
of  duty,  if  he  did  not  emphatically  declare,  as  his  settled  and  deliberate  Jud|^ 
ment,  that  for  permanent  safety  in  this  Union,  to  the  slaveholding  States,  and 
the  restoration  of  integrity  to  the  Union  and  harmony  and  peace  to  the  coun- 
try, a  guarantee  of  actual  power  in  the  Constitution  and  in  the  working  d 
the  Government  to  the  slaveholding  and  minority  section  is  indUpenutble* 
How  such  guarantee  might  be  most  wisely  contrived  and  judiciously  adjust- 
ed to  the  frame  of  the  Government,  the  undersigned  forbears  now  to  inquire. 
He  is  not  exclusively  addicted  to  any  special  plan,  but  believing  that  such 
guarantee  might  be  adequately  afforded  by  a  partition  of  power  in  the  Sen- 
ate between  the  two  sections,  and  by  a  recognition  that  ours  is  a  Union  of 
fireedom  and  consent,  not  constraint  and  force,  he  respectfully  submits,  for 
bonsideration  by  members  of  the  Convention,  the  plan  hereto  appended, 
marked  No.  2. 

Whether  he  shall  feel  bound  to  invoke  the  action  of  the  Convention  upon 
it^  may  depend  on  the  future  manifestations  of  sentiment  in  this  body. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOK 
Commianoner/rom  Virginia, 

February  15th,  1861. 

Nol. 
Joint  Resdlutiona  propoaing  certain  amendments  to  the  ConstUnjh 
tion  qf  the  United  States. 
Whereas,  serious  and  alarming  dissensions  have  arisen  between  the  North- 
em  and  Southern  States,  concerning  the  rights  and  security  of  the  rights  of 
the  slaveholding  States,  and  especially  their  rights  in  the  common  territory 
of  the  United  States ;  and  whereas,  it  is  eminently  de^able  and  proper  that  those 
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^iisenaions,  which  now  threaten  the  yerj  existence  of  this  Union,  should  be  per- 
nunentlj  qnieted  and  settled  bj  constitutional  provisions,  which  shall  do  eqnal 
Justice  to  all  sections,  and  thereby  restore  to  the  people  that  peace  and  good  will 
which  on^t  to  prevul  between  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States :  Therefore, 

jReiohedy  hj  this  Conyention,  that  the  following  articles  are  hereby  ap- 
prored  and  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  with  the  request 
that  they  may,  by  the  requisite  constitutional  minority  of  two-thirds,  be  re- 
commended to  the  respective  States  of  the  Union,  to  be,  when  ratified  by 
Gonventions  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  YaHd  and  operative  as  amend- 
UMiits  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Union. 

Abtiolb  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  now  held  or  here- 
after acquired,  situate  north  of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes, 
davery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  is  pro- 
hibited, while  such  territory  shall  remain  under  territorial  government.  In 
an  the  territory  south  of  said  line  of  latitude,  slavery  of  the  African  race  is 
hereby  recognized  as  existing,  and  shall  not  be  interfered  with  by  Congress, 
bat  shall  be  protected  as  property  by  all  the  departments  of  the  territorial 
government  during  its  continuance ;  and  when  any  territory,  north  or  south 
of  said  line,  within  such  boundaries  as  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain 
the  popuktion  requisite  for  a  member  of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  fed- 
eral ratio  of  representation  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  it  shall,  if  its 
form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  Constitution 
of  such  new  State  may  provide. 

Abtiolx  2.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  places 
under  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  situate  within  the  limits  of  States  that 
pennit  the  holding  of  slaves. 

Abtiolb  8.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  so  long  as  it  exists  in  the  a^'oining  States  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  or  either,  nor  without  the  consent  of  the  free  white  inhabi- 
tants, nor  witiiout  just  compensation  first  made  to  such  owners  of  slaves  as 
do  not  consent  to  such  abolishment.  Kor  shall  Congress  at  any  time  prohibit 
oiBoers  of  the  Federal  Government,  or  members  of  Congress,  whose  duties 
require  them  to  be  in  said  District,  from  bringing  with  them  their  slaves, 
and  holding  them  as  such  during  the  time  their  duties  may  require  them  to 
remain  there,  and  afterwards  taking  them  from  the  District. 

Abticub  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  or  hinder  the 
transportation  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  or  to  a  Territory  in  which 
slaves  are  by  law  permitted  to  be  held,  whether  that  transportation  be  by 
land,  navigable  rivers,  or  by  the  sea.  And  if  such  transportation  be  by  sea, 
the  slaves  shall  be  protected  as  property  by  the  Federal  Government.  And 
th6  right  of  transit  by  the  owners  with  their  slaves,  in  passing  to  or  from 
one  daveholding  State  or  Territory  to  another,  between  and  through  the  non- 
alareholding  States  and  Territories,  shall  be  protected.  And  in  imposing  di- 
rect taxes  pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  im- 
poie  on  sUves  a  higher  rate  of  tax  than  on  land,  according  to  their  Just  value*. 
4 
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Abtiolb  6.  That,  in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  third  paragn^ 
of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  artide  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Oongress  shall  provide  hy  law,  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the 
owner  who  shall  apply  for  it,  the  fall  value  of  his  ftigitive  slave,  in  all  oaaesi 
when  the  marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  said  ftigitive, 
was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation,  or  when,  after  ar- 
rest, said  fugitive  was  rescued  by  force,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented 
and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  his  ftigitive 
dave,  under  the  said  clause  of  the  Oonstitution  and  the  laws  made  in  paisa- 
ance  tiiereof.  And  in  all  such  cases,  when  the  United  States  shall  pay  for  sooh 
ftigitive,  they  shall  reimburse  themselves  by  imposing  and  collecting  a  tax  on 
the  county  or  city  in  which  said  violence,  intimidation,  or  rescue  was  oom- 
mitted,  equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  paid  by  them,  with  the  addition  of  inter- 
est and  the  costs  of  collection ;  and  the  said  county  or  city,  after  it  has  paid 
said  amount  to  the  United  States,  may,  for  its  indemnity,  sue  and  recover  from 
the  wrong-doers,  or  rescuers,  by  whom  the  owner  was  prevented  from  the 
recovery  of  his  fugitive  slave,  in  like  manner  as  the  owner  himself  might  have 
sued  and  recovered. 

Abtiole  6.  No  ftiture  amendment  of  the  Constitution  shall  aflTeot  the 
five  preceding  articles,  nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section 
of  the  fourth  article  of  said  Constitutiofi,  and  no  amendment  shall  be  made 
to  the  Constitution  which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  any  power  to 
abolish  or  interfere  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States,  by  whose  laws  it  is  or 
may  be  allowed  or  permitted. 

Abtiolb  7,  Sec.  1.  The  elective  franchise  and  the  right  to  hold  office, 
whether  federal.  State,  territorial,  or  municipal,  shall  not  be  exercised  by  per- 
sons who  are,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  the  African  race. 

And  whereas^  also,  besides  those  causes  of  dissension  embraced  in  the 
foregoing  amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^ 
there  are  others  which  come  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  Congress,  and  may  be 
remedied  by  its  legislative  power :  and  mhereoi  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Gon- 
vention,  as  far  its  influence  may  extend,  to  remove  all  Just  cause  for  the  pop- 
ular discontent  and  agitation  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  oountiTy 
and  threaten  the  stability  of  its  institutions :  Therefore, 

1.  JResohedj  That  the  laws  now  in  force  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slavea 
are  in  strict  pursuance  of  the  plain  and  mandatory  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  have  been  sanctioned  as  valid  and  constitutional  by  the  Judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  slaveholding  States  are 
entitied  to  the  faithful  observance  and  execution  of  those  laws,  and  that  thtj 
ought  not  to  be  repealed,  or  so  modified  or  changed  as  to  impair  their  effi- 

1  dency ;  and  that  laws  ought  to  be  made  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  at- 
tempt, by  rescue  of  the  slave  or  other  illegal  means,  to  hinder  or  defeat  the 
due  execution  of  said  laws. 

2.  That  all  State  laws  which  conflict  with  the  fugitive  slave  acts,  or  anj 
other  constitutional  acts  of  Congress,  or  which  in  their  operation  impede^ 
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Under,  or  delay  the  free  course  and  dne  ezeontion  of  any  of  said  acts,  are  null 
ttid  void  bj  the  plain  proyiMons  of  the  Gonstitation  of  the  United  States. 
Tet  those  State  laws,  void  as  thej  are,  have  given  color  to  practices,  and  led 
to  consequences  which  have  obstructed  the  due  administration  and  execution 
of  acts  of  Congress,  and  especially  the  acts  for  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves, 
and  have  thereby  contributed  much  to  the  discord  and  commotion  now  pre- 
TalHng.  This  Ckmvention,  therefore,  in  the  present  perilous  Juncture,  does 
Hot  deem  it  improper,  respectfhlly  and  earnestly  to  reconmiend  the  repeal  of 
tboee  laws  to  the  several  States  which  have  enacted  them,  or  such  legislative 
eorrections  or  explanations  of  them  as  may  prevent  their  beibg  used  or  per- 
verted to  such  mischievous  purposes. 

8.  That  the  act  of  the  18th  of  September,  1850,  commonly  called  the 
ll^n^tive  Slave  Law,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  make  the  fee  of  the  Oom- 
ndssioiier,  mentioned  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act,  equal  in  amount,  in  the 
eases  decided  by  him,  whether  his  decision  bo  in  favor  of  pr  against  the 
daunant.  And  to  avoid  misconstructions,  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section 
of  said  act,  which  authorizes  the  person  holding  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  or 
detention  of  a  fugitive  slave,  to  summon  to  his  aid  the  passe  comitatus^  and 
which  declares  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  assist  him  in  its  exe> 
eotion,  ou^t  to  be  so  amended  as  to  expressly  limit  the  authority  and  duty 
to  oasea  in  which  there  shall  be  resistance,  or  danger  of  resistance  or  rescue. 

4w  That  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade,  and  es- 
pedaPy  those  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States, 
ought  to  be  made  effectual,  and  ought  to  be  thoroughly  executed,  and  all 
fiirther  enactments  necessary  to  those  ends  ought  to  be  promptiy  made. 

No.  2. 
Proposed  Amendmenta  hy  Mr.  Seddon. 

To  8e<Snre  concert  and  promote  harmony  between  the  slaveholding  and 
noiHdavdiolding  sections  of  the  Union,  the  assent  of  the  nugority  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  the  slaveholding  States,  and  of  the  mtgority  of  tiie  Senators  from 
the  non-siaveholding  States,  shall  be  requisite  to  the  validity  of  all  action  of 
de  Senate,  on  which  the  ayes  and  noes  may  be  called  by  ^ve  Senators. 

And  on  a  written  declaration,  signed  and  presented  for  record  on  the 
Journal  of  the  Senate  by  a  minority  of  Senators  from  either  the  non-slave- 
hoMing  or  slaveholding  States,  of  their  want  of  confidence  in  any  officer  or 
Mppcantee  of  the  Executive^  exercising  functions  exclusively  or  continuously 
within  the  class  of  States,  or  any  of  them,  which  the  signers  represent,  then 
such  officer  shall  be  removed  by  the  Executive ;  and  if  not  removed  at  the 
expiration  of  ten  days  from  the  presentation  of  such  declaration,  the  office 
■ban  be  deemed  vacant  and  open  to  new  appointment 

The  connection  of  every  State  with  the  Union  is  recognized  as  depending 
CO  the  continuing  assent  of  its  people,  and  compulsion  shall  in  no  case,  nor 
mder  any  form,  be  attempted  by  the  Government  of  the  Union  against  a 
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State  acting  in  its  coUectiye  or  organic  capacity.  Any  State,  bj  the  aotion 
of  a  convention  of  its  people,  assembled  pursuant  to  a  law  of  its  Legislatiire, 
is  held  entitled  to  dissolve  its  relation  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  with* 
draw  from  the  Union ;  and,  on  due  notice  given  of  such  withdrawal  to  the 
Ezeontive  of  the  Union,  he  shall  appoint  two  Commissioners,  to  meet  two 
Commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  who,  with  the 
aid,  if  needed  from  the  disagreement  of  the  Commissioners,  of  an  nmpire,  to 
be  selected  by  a  nuyority  of  them,  shall  equitably  abjudicate  and  determine 
finally  a  partition  of  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  withdrawing  State ; 
and  such  a^jn^cation  and  partition  being  accomplished,  the  withdrawal  of 
aach  State  shall  be  recognized  by  the  Executive,  and  announced  by  pnblie 
proclamation  to  the  world. 

But  such  withdrawing  State  shall  not  afterwards  be  readmitted  into  the 
Union  without  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  States  constituting  the  Union 
at  the  time  of  the  proposed  readmission. 

Mr.  COALTEK : — ^It  is  proper  that  I  ahould  Bay  a  word  in 
relation  to  the  position  of  Missouri  in  this  Conference.  It  is  ex- 
pressly referred  to  in  the  resolution  under  which  we  hold  our  ap- 
pointment, passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  EepresentatiyeB. 
It  is  believed  by  the  people  of  Missouri  that  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges of  the  slaveholding  States  are  in  danger,  and  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  they  should  be  secured  by  additional  guaranteee. 
Those  guarantees  must  be  such  as  wiU  secure  the  honor  and 
equal  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States. 

I  wish  to  say,  fiirther,  that  we,  as  Commissioners,  must  act  at 
all  times  under  the  control  of  the  General  Assembly  or  the  State 
Convention  of  our  State.  Before  we  can  act  definitely  upon 
either  of  the  propositions  submitted,  I  think  it  wiU  be  our  duty 
to  transmit  them  to  the  General  Assembly  for  instructions. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— The  several  reports  are  now  before  the 
Conference.  I  presume  it  will  be  the  desire  of  every  member  to 
give  them  a  carefiil  examination.  In  order  to  prevent  all  un- 
necessary delay,  I  move  that  the  several  reports  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  that  they  be  printed  at  once  and  distributed  to  the  mench 
bers,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  Conference  for  12  o'clock 
to-morrow. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  "Wickliffb  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE : — I  have  drawn  up  a  preamble  and  a 
resolution  which  I  wish  to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  Con- 
ference. I  shall  not  press  action  upon  them  to-day,  but  desire  to 
have  them  laid  on  the  table  and  printed^    I  shaU  call  them  up 


MB.    WIOEXIETB'b    FBSAHBLE    ABD    BEBOLtmON'.  53 

after  the  report  of  the  General  Committee  is  disposed  of.  It 
would  gratify  me  much,  and  I  think  greatly  tend  to  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  country,  if  they  could  be  adopted  at  once, 
and  published.  It  is  well  known  to  most  of  you  that  there  is 
nothing  in  all  the  legislation  or  action  of  the  Free  States,  which 
has  created  so  much  excitement  and  alarm  among  the  people  of 
the  daveholding  States,  as  the  passage  of  the  so  called  "  personal 
liberty"  acts.  They  are  regained  as  deliberate  infractions  and 
breaches  of  the  Constitution,  and  as  attempts  to  nullify  the  operar 
lion  of  a  constitutional  enactment  of  Congress.  But  I  do  not 
wish  to  invite  discussion  upon  the  subject  now;  I  hope  my 
motion  will  not  meet  with  objection. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wicsuffe  was  adopted,  and  the  preamble 
and  resolution  were  presented  as  follows : 

MB.   WICKUTFFB  PREAMBLE  AND  BESOLUTION. 

Wherta$^  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Oonstitntion  of 
the  United  States  declares,  **  that  no  person  held  to  service  or  lahor  in  one 
State,  under  the  laws  thereof^  escaping  into  another,  shall  in  consequence  of 
anj  lair  or  r^^nlation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but 
shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor 
m^  be  due.^ 

This  clause  is  one  of  the  compromises  without  which  no  Constitution 
would  have  been  adopted.  It  was  a  guarantee  to  the  States  in  which  such 
labor  and  service  existed  bj  law,  that  their  rights  should  be  respected  and  re- 
garded bj  all  the  States ;  and  it  is  not  within  the  competency  of  any  State 
to  disregard  the  obligation  it  imposes,  or  to  render  it  valueless  by  legislative 
enactmenta.  And  wJureas,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stat^ 
£df  on  the  ^— *  day  of  February,  by  unanimous  vote,  declare  that  neither 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  nor  the  people  or  government  of  any  non- 
sbvebolding  State,  has  the  constitutional  right  to  legislate  upon,  or  to  inter- 
Un  with  davery  in  any  slaveholding  State  in  the  Union. 

This  declaration  is  regarded  by  this  Convention  as  an  admission  that  the 
statutes  of  those  States,  passed  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  provision  of 
the  C(»istitution  aforesaid,  and  the  laws  of  Congress  made  to  enforce  the 
Just  and  proper  execution  of  this  constitutional  guarantee,  are  in  violation  of 
the  sopreme  law  of  the  land. 

The  provisions  of  the  statutes  in  many  of  the  non-slaveholding  States^ 
eommonlj  known  and  called  ^*  personal  liberty  bills,"  amount  in  their  conse- 
^enoes  to  a  practical  nullification  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  February  12th, 
1798,  and  September  18th,  1850,  and  are  in  violation  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  as  before  stated.  That  the  spirit  of 
those  statutes  appears  to  be  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  compromise  and 
matoal  and  liberal  ooncessions  which  dictated  the  section  of  the  Constitution 


54  KB.    WIOKLIFFe'b    BBSOLimOK. 

in  qnestion,  and  which  peirades  every  part  of  that  instrnment.  It  is,  there* 
fore,  respectfully  requested  by  this  Convention  that  the  several  States  abro- 
gate all  such  obnoxions  enactments. 

That  the  spirit  of  comity  between  the  States,  and  the  spirit  of  nni^  and 
fraternity  which  should  actuate  all  the  people  of  these  United  States,  require 
that  complete  right  and  security  of  transit  with  all  persons  who  owe  them 
service  or  labor  should  be  allowed  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  by  the  laws 
of  every  other  State. 

EeBohed^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  be  sent  by  the  President  of  this 
Convention  to  the  Governors  of  each  of  the  free  States,  as  the  deliberate 
Judgment  and  opinion  of  this  Convention,  and  that  he  request  the  same  be 
laid  before  their  respective  Legislatures. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^I  move  that  all  the  resolutions,  of  the  States^ 
under  which  Commissioners  have  been  appointed,  or  relating  to 
subjects  to  come  before  this  Conference,  be  printed.  I  think  this 
course  convenient  and  necessary,  and  one  reason  that  I  may  as- 
sign is  this :  The  opinion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  OhiOy 
-as  expressed  in  one  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  that  body,  is^ 
that  it  would  have  been  wiser  and  better  if  the  time  for  holding 
this  Conference  had  been  deferred  until  a  later  period.  Ohio  has 
expressly  said  in  her  resolutions  that  she  is  not  prepared  to  assent 
to  the  terms  of  settlement  proposed  by  Virginia,  and  has  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  Constitution  as  it  now  stands,  if 
fairly  interpreted  and  obeyed,  contains  ample  provision  for  the 
correction  of  aU  the  evils  which  are  claimed  to  exist  Neyer- 
theless  she  is  willing  to  meet  in  a  friendly  spirit  and  consult  with 
her  sister  States.  But  the  opinion  extensively  prevails  that  this 
Conference  ought  not  to  have  been  called  upon  so  short  a  notice 
and  before  the  inauguration  of  the  incoming  administration.  We^ 
the  Commissioners  from  that  State,  are  instructed  in  the  resola- 
lions,  to  which  I  have  referred,  to  use  our  influence  to  procure  an 
adjournment  of  this  Conference,  before  final  action  is  taken,  to 
the  4th  of  April  next.  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty,  at  some  future 
time,  to  make  a  motion  to  that  effect.  The  extent  to  which  I 
shaU  urge  its  adoption  will  depend  in  some  measure  upon  the 
course  of  events  and  the  opinions  of  my  colleagues.  In  the 
mean  time  I  wish  to  see  all  the  resolutions  printed. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Chase  was  agreed  to.  The  resolutions  as 
printed  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Massachusetts : — Before  the  adjournment  to* 
day  I  desire  to  know  what  will  be  the  order  of  business  when 
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these  varioBB  reports  come  up  for  discussion.  By  the  general 
rules  goYeming  parliamentary  proceedings,  to  which  I  suppose  we 
are  subject,  I  understand  the  first  question  will  be  upon  the 
substitution  of  the  minority  report  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Baldwin)  for  the  report  of  the  majority ; 
and  that,  upon  that  question,  amendments  may  be  offered,  and 
either  accepted  or  rejected,  both  to  the  reports  of  the  majority 
and  the  minority.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  this  matter 
miderstood.    Am  I  right  in  this  ? 

The  PKESIDEN'T :— The  Chair  understands  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  has  correctly  pointed  out  the  manner 
of  proceeding. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagkleman,  the  Conference  then  adjourned 
until  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TENTH   DAT. 
Washington,  Satubday,  Februwry  16<A,  1861. 

The  Conference  waa  called  to  order  by  the  Psesxdekt  at  13 
o'clock  M. 

Prayer  waa  offered  by  Eev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  was  read  by  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  Pui.b- 
BTON,  and,  being  corrected,  was  approved. 

The  PRESIDENT : — ^I  have  received  a  communication  firom 
Mr.  W.  0.  Jewett,  which  I  am  requested  to  lay  before  the  Confer- 
ence. Should  any  member  desire  to  have  it  read,  it  will  be  pre- 
sented upon  motion.  I  am  not  inclined  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Conference  by  reading  it,  unless  some  member  specially  requests 
that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  SEDDON :— Let  it  be  laid  on  the  table  without  reading. 

The  PRESIDENT :— That  disposition  will  be  made  of  it. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE:— I  am  instructed,  by  the  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Organization,  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  Eleventh 
Rule  which  has  been  adopted.  As  the  Rule  now  stands,  no  appeal 
is  allowed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  upon  questions  of  oi^er. 
It  is  not  probable  that  either  the  Chair  or  the  Conference  would 
wish  to  be  bound  in  that  way.  The  purpose  of  the  resolution  is  to 
assimilate  the  Rule  in  this  respect  to  the  practice  in  parliamentary 
bodies,  and  to  allow  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  to 
the  Conference  itself.    I  offer  the  following  resolution : 

*^  liesohed,  That  the  Eleventh  Rule  of  this  Convention  he  so  amended  as  to 
allow  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Pbesu>snt,  which  appeal  shall  be 
decided  without  debate." 
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On  the  paesage  of  this  reeolntion  a  diyigion  was  called  for, 
and  npon  a  count  by  the  Secretaries,  the  Pkesident  declared  it 
adopted. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE:— I  now  offer  another  resolution— the 
following: 

^*  B€9ohed^  That  in  the  discossions  which  maj  take  place  in  this  Conven- 
tion,  no  member  Bhall  be  allowed  to  speak  longer  than  tiiirty  minutes.'* 

We  must  all  by  this  time  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
prompt,  immediate,  and  efficient  action.  I  do  not  charge  any 
member  of  the  body  with  any  purpose  unnecessarily  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  Convention  in  making  speeches.  I  have  no  rear 
Bon  to  believe  that  any  such  purpose  exists.  But  the  present 
Congress  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close.  K  any  plan  is  adopted 
it  will  be  nugatory,  unless  recommended  by  Congress.  If  we  are 
to  dt  here  until  each  member  of  the  Conference  has  spoken  upon 
each  question  presented,  as  many  times  and  as  long  as  he  pleases, 
I  fear  the  Congress  will  dose  its  labors  before  we  do  ours. 

Mr.  DAVIS : — I  think  thirty  minutes  quite  too  long.  Our 
opinions  are  formed.  Before  this  time  probably  every  member 
has  determined  his  course  of  action,  and  it  will  not  be  changed 
by  debate.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "  thirty,"  and  insert 
the  word  "ten." 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK : — I  am  altogether  opposed  to  this  attempt 
in  advance  to  cut  off  or  limit  debate.  I  am  sure  it  cannot  meet 
with  favor  from  the  Conference,  for  reasons  so  obvious  that  I  will 
not  occupy  time  in  stating  them.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Several  gentlemen  here  interposed  and  appealed  to  Mr. 
HrrcHOOCK  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  it  would  cut  off  all  debate 
upon  the  merits  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  HrrcncJOOK  accordingly 
withdrew  it. 

Mr.  8EDD0N : — ^We  have  one  rule  already  which  prohibits 
any  member  from  speaking  more  than  twice  upon  any  question 
without  special  leave,  and  a  member  cannot  speak  a  second  time 
until  every  other,  who  desires  to  speak,  has  spoken.  This  was  the 
rule,  I  believe,  in  the  Convention  that  formed  our  present  Constitu- 
tion, and  no  one  complained  of  its  operation  there.    I  am  as  much 
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impresBed  with  the  necessity  of  expediting  our  action  as  any  one 
can  be,  and  shonld  be  among  the  last  to  protract  our  sesaiona. 
But  this  resolution  looks  too  muoh  like  suppressing  discussion — 
like  cutting  off  debate.  I  desire  at  the  proper  time  to  be  heard 
upon  the  report  which  I  have  submitted.  It  will  be  impossible  to 
discuss  the  grave  questions  involved  in  it  in  the  space  of  a  brief 
half  hour. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^I  hope  Governor  Wiobuffb  will  consent  to  a 
postponement  of  his  resolution  for  the  present.  It  is  anticipat* 
ing  a  necessity  that  may  not  arise.  As  yet  no  one  has  abused 
the  privil^es  of  debate.  It  is  not  well  to  assume  in  advance 
that  any  one  will  do  so. 

Mr.  WICKUFFE :— I  have  no  wish  to  press  this  resolution 
upon  the  Convention,  and  it  may  be  as  well  to  postpone  it  for  the 
present.  I  will  move  its  postponement  until  Tuesday  morning 
next. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CKISFIELD :— I  move  that  the  hour  of  meeting  hereaf- 
ter be  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland :— I  am  sure  that  we  shall  all 
agree  that  this  hour  is  quite  too  early.  I  wish  to  make  all  rea- 
sonable progress,  but  I  think  we  shall  find  it  difScult  to  secure  a 
quorum  at  that  hour.  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  defoen 
o'clock. 

Mr.  EWlNG : — I  think  we  had  better  let  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing remain  where  our  rules  leave  it.  We  shall  find  our  labora 
severe  enough  if  we  commence  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  CRISFIEU) : — ^I  will  accept  the  amendment  of  my  col- 
league.   Let  the  time  of  meeting  be  eleven  o'clock. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cbisfield  as  amended  was  agreed  to  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^I  have  a  motion  which  I  desire  to  make,  and 
as  I  do  not  wish  to  press  it  to  a  vote  at  the  present  time,  I  will  move 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.  But  I  wish  to  have  it  before  the  Confer- 
ence. It  is  apparent  to  me  that  we  ought  to  pass  it  at  some  time, 
in  order  to  give  members  who  may  belong  to  delegations  in  which 
differences  of  opinion  exist,  an  opportunity  of  appearing  on  the 
record  as  they  personally  wish  to  vote.    I  move  to  amend  the 
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first  mle  by  insertiiig  after  the  word  ^^  representing,"  the  words, 
^  The  yeas  and  nays  of  the  delegates  from  each  State,  on  any 
question,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  when  it  is  desired  by  any 
dd^ate." 

On  motion  of  Mr  Chasb,  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the 
toble. 

The  PEESIDENT:— The  Conference  will  now  proceed  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  the  question  being  upon  the  several  re- 
ports presented  by  the  General  Committee  of  one  frx)m  each 
State. 

The  chair  was  taken,  at  the  request  of  the  Fbesident,  by  Mr. 
Alexakdeb,  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  BALDWIN : — ^I  move  to  substitute  the  report  presented 
by  myself  for  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee.  I  will 
consent  to  strike  out  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to— 

Mr  TURNER: — ^Before  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
proceeds  with  his  argument  I  trust  he  will  give  way  for  the  in- 
troduction of  a  resolution.  I  am  sure  the  time  has  come  when 
we  ought  to  pass  such  a  resolution  as  I  now  offer.  I  am  un- 
willing to  sit  here  longer  unless  some  means  are  taken  to  secure 
a  report  of  our  proceedings. 

The  PRESIDENT :— A  resolution  is  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  TURNER : — I  ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  read  for 
the  information  of  the  Conference,  and  also  ask  the  leave  of  the 
Conference  for  its  introduction. 

The  resolution  was  read.  It  provided  for  the  appointment  of 
a  stenographer. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  upon  a  division  the  leave  to  in- 
troduce it  was  refused. 

Mr.  BALDWIN : — ^I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  my 
motion  to  substitute  the  report  presented  by  myself  for  that  pre- 
sented by  the  majority  of  the  committee.  As  I  was  about  to  re- 
mark, when  the  resolution  just  disposed  of  was  introduced,  I  will 
consent  to  strike  out  all  that  portion  of  my  report  which  precedes 
the  words  "  whereas  unhappy  differences,"  (fee,  in  order  that  the 
substitute  offered  may  conform  more  nearly  in  substance  to  the 
proposition  of  the  majority.  It  seems  desirable  on  all  hands  that 
whatever  we  adopt  here  should  be  presented  to  Congress ;  and  if 
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it  receives  the  eanction  of  that  body,  should  be  by  it  presented  to 
the  States  for  their  approval.  My  report  when  thus  amended 
will  be  in  a  proper  form  for  such  a  disposition. 

My  report,  it  will  be  noticed,  is  based  mainly  upon  the  action 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky.  I  have  adopted  those  resdn- 
tions  of  Kentucky  as  the  basis  of  my  recommendation,  on  account 
of  the  short  time  which  remains  for  any  action  at  all,  and  because 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  kind  of  proceeding  indicated  in  them 
is  best  jcalculated  to  meet  with  favor  in  the  States  which 
must  approve  any  action  taken  here  before  it  can  be  made 
effectual 

The  resolutions  of  Virginia,  under  which  this  Convention  is 
called,  were  adopted  on  the  19th  of  January  last  The  reso- 
lutions of  Kentucky  to  which  I  have  referred  were  adopted  on 
the  25th  of  the  same  month.  It  is  not  only  the  necessary  pre- 
sumption that  the  latter  were  passed  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  action  of  Virginia,  but  I  understand  from  their  reading  that 
they  were  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  proposition  of  the  latter 
State.  I  am  disposed  to  favor  the  line  of  policy  initiated  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

There  are  two  ways  of  presenting  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution provided  in  tliat  instrument.  By  the  first,  by  Congress 
whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall  deem  such  amendments 
necessary :  or  by  the  second,  the  same  body,  upon  the  application 
of  the  legislatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  States,  may  call  a  conven- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  proposing  amendments.  These  two  are 
the  orJy  modes  in  which,  under  that  instrument,  amendments 
can  be  proposed  to  the  Constitution.  Either  of  these  is  adequate^ 
and  it  was  the  manifest  intention  of  its  framers  to  secure  due  con- 
sideration of  any  changes  which  might  be  proposed  to  the  fundsr 
mental  law  of  our  Government. 

It  is  conceded  on  all  hands  that  our  action  here  will  amount 
to  nothing,  unless  it  meets  the  approval  of  Congress,  and  such 
proposals  of  amendment  as  we  shall  agree  upon  are  recommend- 
ed by  that  body  to  the  States  for  adoption.  The  session  of  the 
present  Congress  is  drawing  to  a  close.  There  remain  only  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  days  during  which  it  can  transact  business.  Can 
any  one  suppose  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  with 
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"fclie  large  number  of  important  measnres  before  Congress  and 
s^waiting  its  action,  any  proposition  of  real  importance  emanat- 
ing from  this  Conference  conld.  be  properly  considered  by  either 
Souse  in  this  short  time  ?    I  am  assuming  just  now  that  this  is  a 
ConTention  which  has  the  right,  under  the  Constitution  or  by 
precedent,  to  make  such  propositions.    But  if  we  do  not  remem- 
ber,  most  certainly   Congress  will,  that    however  respectable 
this  body  may  be,  however  large  may  be  the  constituency  which 
it  represents,  it  is,  after  all,  one  which  has  no  existence  under,  and 
is  not  recognized  by  the  Constitution.    In  a  recent  speech  in  the 
Senate,  Judge  Collameb,  of  Vermont,  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
in  that  body,  has  more  than  intimated  a  doubt  whether  Con- 
gress could,  under  the  Constitution,  entertain  proposals  of  amend- 
ment presented  to  it  by  such  a  body  as  this.    But,  waving  all 
technicalities,  the  substantial  objection  which  influences  my  mind 
is,  that  the  course  of  action  proposed  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.    When 
the  people  adopted  that  instrument  and  subjected  themselves  to 
its  operation,  they  intended  and  had  a  right  to  understand  that 
it  should  be  amended  only  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Con- 
stitution itself.    They  did  not  intend  that  amendments  should 
be  proposed  imder,  or  the  existence  of  the  Constitution  endan- 
gered by  any  extraneous  pressure  whatever.    They  wisely  pro- 
vided a  way  in  which  amendments  might  be  proposed,  or  rather 
two  ways.    Under  either  of  them,  due  examination  and  consider- 
ation was  secured.    They  would  not  have  consented  to  any  other 
way  of  proposing  amendments.   The  General  Government,  on  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  for  all  national  purposes,  took  the 
place  of  the  State  Governments.    The  people  of  the  United 
States  from  that  time,  in  the  language  of  a  distinguished  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  owed  a  paramount  allegiance  to  the  General 
Government,  and  a  subordinate  allegiance  only  to  the  State 
Governments.    Changes  in  the  Constitution,  then,  can  only  be 
properly  made  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Constitution. 
Propositions  for  changes  in  it  must  come  from  the  people,  or 
their  representatives  in  Congress.    Any  attempt  to  coerce  Con- 
gress, or  to  influence  its  action  in  a  manner  not  provided  by 
the  Constitution,  is  a  disregard  of  the  rights  of  tlie  people. 
Why  are  we  assembled  here  to  nrge  these  amendments  upon 
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Congress?  to  induce  Congress  to  recommend  them  to  the  people 
for  adoption?  Are  we  the  represent-atives  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States?  Are  we  acting  for  them, and  as  their  authorized 
agents,  in  this  endeavor  to  press  amendments  upon  the  attention 
of  Congress  ?  Because,  if  our  action  is  to  have  any  effect  at  all^ 
it  must  be  to  induce  Congress  to  conform  to  our  wishes — ^to  pro- 
pose the  very  amendments  which  we  prepare. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  were  elected 
by  the  people.  They  were  selected  to  perform,  and  they  do  per- 
form, their  duties  and  ftmctions  under  the  obligations  of  their 
official  oaths.  There  is  no  question  about  tlieir  agency,  or  their 
right  to  act  in  the  premises.  The  Constitution  makes  them  the 
agents  of  the  people.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
well  understanding  and  appreciating  the  only  true  method  in 
which  constitutional  amendments  should  be  proposed,  with  all 
the  formality  of  a  legislative  act  approved  by  the  Executive  of 
that  State,  has  applied  to  Congress  for  the  call  of  a  convention 
for  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  has  requested  the  President  to  lay  those  resolutiona 
immediately  before  Congress.  She  wishes  other  States  to  unite 
with  her  in  the  preparing  and  proposing  of  amendments  to  the 
Constitution.  This  is  the  correct,  the  legal,  the  patriotic  conrsa 
This  was  what  Kentucky  had  the  right  to  ask,  and  this  is  all  she 
has  asked. 

Mr.  Baldwin  here  read  the  Kentucky  resolutions,  as  follows: 

Resolutions  recomrriendvnjg  a  call  for  a  Convention  of  the  UmUi 

States. 

Whereas^  The  people  of  some  of  the  States  feel  themselves  deeply  aggriev- 
ed bj  the  policy  and  moasares  which  have  been  adopted  by  some  of  the  peo- 
ple of  tlie  other  States ;  and  whereas  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  deemed  indispensably  necessary  to  secure  them  against  ainii- 
lar  grievances  in  the  future :    Therefore, 

Hesohedj  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Eentuokji 
that  application  to  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  for  proposing  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  fifth  article  thereol^ 
be,  and  tlie  same  is  hereby,  now  made  by  this  General  Assembly  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  wo  hereby  invito  our  sister  States  to  unite  with  us,  without  difr- 
lay,  in  a  similar  application  to  Congress. 

JResolvedf  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  forthwith  communicate  the 
foregoing  resolution  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  request 
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thtt  he  immediatelj  place  the  same  before  Congress  and  the  ExeoatiTes  of  the 
iBTeral  States,  with  a  request  that  they  lay  them  before  their  respeetive  Le- 
gifllatiires. 

Beioltedy  If  the  Ck>nyention  be  called  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  foregoing  resolutions,  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky 
suggest  for  the  consideration  of  tiiat  Convention,  as  a  basis  for  settling  exist- 
log  difficulties,  the  adoption,  by  way  of  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  of 
the  resolutions  offered  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  State  by  the  Uon.  Johv  J. 

DAVID  MERIWETHER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  0/ JRepresentativea, 
THOMAS  P.  PORTER, 

tweaker  of  the  Senate, 
Approved  January  25, 1861. 

B,  MAGOFFIN. 
By  the  Governor : 

THOMAS  B.  MONROE,  Jr., 

Secretary  0/ State, 

Mr.  BALD  WEN"  continued : — ^Now,  what  are  we  asked  to  do 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee  ?  It  is  not  to  unite  with  Ken- 
tacky  or  to  accede  to  her  wishes  for  a  convention  of  the  States,  nn- 
der  the  Constitution,  but  to  thwart  the  wishes  of  Kentucky,  and  to 
induce  Congress  itself  to  originate  and  propose  amendments,  or 
to  propose  those  which  we  may  originate.  Kentucky  asks  that 
the  people  of  the  States  themselves  might  elect  delegates  to  a 
convention,  who  should  carefully  consider  the  whole  subject. 
The  Kentucky  resolutions  were  transmitted  to  the  President,  who 
Bent  them  to  Congress,  as  he  said,  with  great  pleasure.  Kentucky 
stated  that  she  was  in  favor  of  the  so-called  Crittenden  resolutions, 
but  she  did  not  request  Congress  to  propose  them  as  amendments 
to  the  Constitution. 

How  is  this  body  constituted  ?  Do  we,  its  members,  represent 
the  people  of  the  several  States  ?  Have  they  had  an  opportunity 
to  elect  delegates,  to  select  those  in  whom  they  had  confidence 
and  whom  they  could  trust?  Not  at  all.  Why  should  we  as- 
semble here  and  express  our  wishes  to  Congress  in  reference  to 
the  Constitution  without  permitting  California,  Oregon,  or  many 
other  States  not  here  represented,  to  unite  in  our  deliberations  I 
I  cannot  assent  to  such  an  unfair  proceeding  toward  other  States. 

Suppose  one-half  the  States  should  request  Congress  to  propose 
amendments,  will  Congress  agree  to  it  ?    No,  sir.    The  Constitu- 
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tion  provides  that  Congress  shall  not  propose  amendments  with- 
out tiie  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  States.  Congress  has  not 
deemed  any  amendments  necessary,  so  far  as  we  know,  and  yet  a 
majority  of  the  committee  of  this  body  ask  Congress  to  propose  the 
amendments  on  our  responsibility  alone.  It  appears  to  me,  then, 
that  this  proceeding  must  be  regarded  not  as  one  known  to  the 
Constitution,  but  as  a  revolutionary  proceeding.  All  the  States 
are  not  represented  here,  nor  have  all  had  an  opportunity  to  be  so 
represented.  Some  of  us  are  acting  under  the  appointment  of 
the  Legislatures  of  our  States ;  other  delegates  are  simply  ap- 
pointed by  the  Executives  of  their  States  and  are  acting  without 
any  legal  authority.  We  are  not  standing  upon  equal  ground ; 
some  are  only  acting  upon  their  own  judgment ;  others  are  acting 
nnder  instructions  from  their  several  Legislatures.  If  the  Vir- 
ginia Legislature  itself  were  here,  its  action  would  differ  materi- 
ally from  the  present  views  of  the  del^ates  from  that  State. 

But  how  is  this?  The  Eesolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia make  the  statement  that  unless  these  questions  are  settled, 
and  settled  soon,  there  is  danger  of  the  disruption  of  the  Union. 
Admit  this  to  be  so,  and  it  fiimishes  no  reason  for  changing  the 
mode  of  proposing  constitutional  amendments.  The  Constitution 
knows  no  such  danger.  It  is  a  self-sustaining  Constitution,  and 
was  supposed  to  contain  within  itself  the  power  to  secure  its  own 
preservation.  The  Constitution  ought  not  to  be  amended  with- 
out the  deliberate  action  of  the  people  themselves.  I  cannot 
and  I  will  not  disregard  their  rights.  I  cannot  recognize  the 
claim  that  the  secession  of  a  State,  by  an  ordinance  of  its  Conven- 
tion, can  carry  either  the  State  or  its  people  out  of  the  Union. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  legal  secession,  for  there  is  no  power 
anywhere  to  take  the  people  out  of  the  protecting  care  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  to  relievo  them  from  their  obligations  to  it. 

And  where  is  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  that  authorizeB 
the  call  upon  Congress  to  do  what  Congress  is  asked  to  do  here  I 
The  Constitution  was  adopted  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union." 
The  people  were  not  to  be  allowed  to  alter  it,  except  in  the  two 
modes  prescribed  in  it.  The  Convention  which  adopted  it  did 
not  propose  that  changes  should  be  made  in  it  without  ample 
time  for  deliberation  and  discussion.  We  are  here,  then,  simply 
as  conferees  from  States  expressing  our  individual  opinions.    We 
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are  now  asked  to  recommend  to  Congress  amendments  to  onr 
fundamental  law ;  we  have  no  more  right  to  do  so  than  members 
of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy.  We,  a  mere  fraction  of 
fbe  people,  propose  to  unite  in  bringing  a  pressure  upon  Congress, 
which  shall  induce  it  to  propose  these  amendments.  This  was 
not  one  of  the  modes  contemplated  or  proyided  by  the  framers 
of  that  sacred  instrument. 

General  "Washington  presided  over  the  Convention  which 
prepared  our  Constitution.  IS'one  kaew  better  than  he  the  rear 
sons  which  made  its  adoption  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Government — ^none  knew -better  the  dangers  which  would  prob- 
ably surround  it  in  after  years.  In  that  last  counsel  of  his  to  the 
American  people — ^his  Farewell  Address — ^a  paper  drawn  up  with 
the  greatest  deliberation,  embodying  opinions  which  he  entertain- 
ed as  the  result  of  a  long  life  of  active  study  and  reflection,  he 
warns  us  against  all  such  proceedings  as  those  contemplated  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee.  I  am  sure  the  delegates  from 
Vii^inia  will  not  now  reftise  to  listen  to  the  words  of  that  illus- 
trious man,  uttered  upon  the  most  solemn  and  momentous  occa- 
sion of  his  li£^.    Hear  his  words : 

^Here,  perhaps,  I  oog^t  to  stop.  But  a  solicitude  for  your  welfare, 
wMch  cannot  end  but  with  my  life,  and  the  apprehension  of  danger  natural 
to  that  solicitude,  urge  me  on  an  occasion  like  the  present  to  offer  to  your 
lolemn  contemplation,  and  to  recommend  to  your  frequent  review,  some  sen- 
timents which  are  the  result  of  much  reflection,  of  no  inconsiderable  obser- 
vation, and  which  appear  to  me  all-important  to  the  permanency  of  your 
Mdty  as  a  people.  These  will  be  offered  to  you  with  more  freedom,  as  you 
can  only  see  in  them  the  disinterested  warnings  of  a  parting  friend,  who  can 
poBdbly  have  no  personal  motive  to  bias  his  counsel" 

Again: 

"But  as  it  is  easy  to  foresee,  that  from  different  causes  and  from  different 
quarters  much  pains  will  be  taken,  many  artifices  employed,  to  weaken  in 
jcnr  minds  the  conviction  of  this  truth ;  as  this  is  the  point  in  your  political 
fortress,  against  which  the  batteries  of  internal  and  external  enemies  will  be 
most  constantly  and  actively  (though  often  covertly  and  insidiously)  directed,  it 
is  of  infinite  moment  that  you  should  properly  estimate  the  immense  value  of 
your  national  union  to  your  collective  and  individual  happiness;  that  you 
ahould  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable  attachment  to  it ;  accustoming 
yoorselves  to  think  and  speak  of  it  as  the  Palladium  of  your  political  safety 
and  prosperity ;  watching  for  its  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety ;  discou]> 
teoaadng  whatever  may  suggest  even  a  suspicion  that'it  can  in  any  event  be 
5 


66  KEMAKITfl    OF    HR.    BALDWIN. 

Abandoned;  and  indignantly  frowning  npon  the  first  dawning  of  every  at- 
tempt to  alienate  any  portion  of  onr  country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the 
aaored  ties  which  now  link  together  the  various  parts.** 

Are  not  these  admonitioiiB  at  the  present  moment  peonliaily 
worthy  of  onr  attention  ?  And  with  them  before  ns,  can  we  m- 
yoke  tiie  action  of  Congress  for  the  alteration  of  the  fandament- 
al  law  of  the  Gbvemment  in  any  other  ways  than  those  provided 
in  the  Constitntion  ?  I  earnestly  hope  not.  K  we  act  at  all,  let 
ns  act  in  that  regular  method  which  gives  time  for  consnltationy 
for  consideration,  and  for  action  among  the  people  of  all  the 
States.  It  appears  to  me,  that  in  adopting  the  line  of  policy  pro- 
posed by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  we  are  doing  the  very 
thing  which  Washington  warned  ns  not  to^do. 

He  said  Airther: 

*^To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  yoor  Union,  a  government  for  the 
whole  is  indispensable.  No  alliances,  however  strict,  between  the  parta,  can 
be  an  adequate  snbstitnte ;  they  most  inevitably  experience  the  infraotiona  and 
iatermptions  which  all  alliances  in  all  times  have  experienced.  Sensible  of  thk 
momentous  truth,  you  have  improved  upon  your  first  essay,  by  the  adoption  of  a 
Oonstitution  of  Government  better  calculated  than  your  former  for  an  inti- 
mate union,  and  for  the  efficacious  management  of  your  common  oonoeraa. 
This  Government,  the  offspring  of  our  own  choice,  uninfluenced  and  unmoved^ 
adopted  upon  full  investigation  and  mature  deliberation,  completely  free  in 
its  principles,  in  the  distribution  of  its  powers,  uniting  security  with  energy, 
and  containing  tcithin  itself  a  provision  for  its  own  amendment^  has  a  Jnal 
claim  to  your  confidence  and  your  support.  Respect  for  its  authority,  oompli* 
ance  with  its  laws,  acquiescence  in  its  measures,  are  duties  ei^oined  by  the  ftm- 
damental  maxims  of  true  liberty.  The  basis  of  our  political  systems  k  the 
right  of  the  people  to  make  and  to  alter  their  Constitutions  of  GovemmentL 
But  the  Oonstitution  which  at  any  time  exists,  till  changed  by  an  ea^UeU 
and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  people,  is  sacredly  obligatory  upon  alL" 

And  again: 

"  Toward  the  preservation  of  your  Government,  and  the  permanency  of 
your  present  happy  state,  it  is  requisite,  not  only  that  you  should  ateadilj 
discountenance  irregular  oppositions  to  its  acknowledged  authority,  but  alao 
that  you  resist  with  care  the  spirit  of  innovation  upon  its  principles,  however 
specious  the  pretexts.  One  method  of  assault  may  be  to  affect  in  the  fbrma 
of  the  Oonstitution  alterations  which  will  impair  the  energy  of  the  system, 
and  thus  to  undermine  what  cannot  be  directly  overthrown.  In  all  the  changes 
to  which  you  may  be  invited,  remember  that  time  and  habit  are  at  least  aa 
necessary  to  fix  the  true  character  of  governments,  as  of  other  human  insti- 
tutions." 
\ 
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And  still  fhrdier: 

"If^  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  distribntion  or  modification  of  the 
oonstitntiomd  powers  be  in  any  particnlar  wrong,  let  it  be  corrected  bj  an 
amendment  in  the  waj  which  the  Oonstitation  designates.  Bat  let  there  be 
no  change  bj  nsnrpalion ;  for  thongh  this  in  one  instance  maj  be  the  instru- 
ment of  good,  it  is  the  customary  weapon  by  which  free  governments  are  de- 
stroyed. The  precedent  mnst  always  greatly  overbalance  in  permanent  evil 
any  partial  or  transient  benefit  which  the  nse  can  at  any  time  yield.^' 

If  we  adopt  the  majority  report  here,  we  attempt  to  correct  the 
Constitution  by  an  amendment  in  a  way  which  the  Constitution 
does  not  designate.  "Washinoton  says  if  there  is  any  thing  wrong, 
let  it  be  corrected  in  a  constitutional  way ;  and  that,  sir,  is  just  what 
Kentucky  has  said,  and  that  is  what  every  loyal  State  will  say. 
Kentucky  has  inaugurated  this  proceeding,  and  it  is  one  eminently 
worthy  of  her — true  as  she  has  always  been  to  the  Union.  I  can- 
not disregard  this  action  of  her  legislature.  I  do  not  think  any 
exigency  exists  which  requires  us  to  disregard  it.  I  am  ready, 
and  my  State  is  ready,  to  confer  with  other  States  in  reference  to 
the  Constitution,  when  asked  to  do  so  in  any  of  the  modes  point- 
ed out  by  that  instrument. 

Entertaining  these  opinions,  and  with  these  convictions,  I 
should  be  untrue  to  my  sense  of  duty  to  the  Government  and  the 
State  I  represent,  and  to.  the  people  of  the  United  States,  if  I 
should  consent  to  disregard  the  Constitution  lEmd  my  obligations 
to  it. 

I  have  stated  these  considerations  because  they  are  powerful 
Plough  to  influence  and  control  my  course.  Otibers  must  act 
upon  their  own  convictions.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
I  ought  to  submit  this  minority  report  with  distrust,  and  with 
distrost  only,  because  so  many  of  (he  able  statesmen  composing 
the  majority  of  the  conMnittee  have  seen  fit  to  adopt  diflFerent 
views.  My  report  leaves  every  thing  to  the  people,  where  I  think 
every  such  question  should  be  left.  When  they  consult  together 
and  decide  in  the  constitutional  way  I  shall  bow  to  their  decision, 
whatever  it  may  be. 

Mr.  GUTHKIE :— I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Baldwin)  through  all  the  ramifications  of  his  speech.  I 
have  made  the  Constitution  my  study  for  many  years,  and  I  have 
looked  at  the  causes  which  give  it  strength  and  the  causes  which 
give  it  weakness.    I  believe  that  our  fathers  organized  this 
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Government  in  great  wisdom.  Its  strength  was  in  the  aSectiong 
of  the  people.  It  never  had  any  other  strength,  and  it  was  never 
intended  it  should  have.  It  was  not  intended  to  be  sustained  by 
standing  armies.  Its  strength  was  intended  to  be  placed  in  the 
affections  of  the  people,  and  I  had  hoped  it  would  endure  forever. 
Without  the  affections  of  the  people  it  is  the  weakest  Grovem- 
ment  ever  established.  The  people  I  What  a  spectacle  do  we 
witness  now  I  One  portion  of  the  people  has  lost  confidence  in 
the  Government,  and  now  seven  States  have  left  it.  The 
Government  cannot  realize  that  they  are  gone.  We  have  es- 
tablished the  right  of  revolution,  and  tiiat  right  gave  to  the  world 
this  splendid  Government.  This  was  the  first  precedent ;  it  will 
stand  for  aU  time.  It  will  always  be  acted  upon  when  the  people 
have  lost  confidence  in  the  Government.  I  Twie  that  word  seeee- 
sion,  because  it  is  a  cheat  I  Call  things  by  their  right  names  t 
The  Southern  States  have  framed  another  Government;  they 
have  originated  a  revoluUon.  There  is  no  warrant  for  it  in  the 
Constitution,  but  it  is  like  the  right  of  self-defence,  which  evary 
man  may  exercise.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  has  for- 
gotten that  the  Government  made  Congress  the  recipient  of  pe- 
titions. Why  was  this!  It  was  that  Congress  might  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  wishes  of  the  people  and  act  upon  them. 

We  are  twenty  States  assembled  here.  Congress  has  been  in 
session  more  than  two  months.  The  Government  is  falling  to 
pieces.  Congress  has  not  had  the  sagacity  to  give  the  necessaiy 
guarantees,  the  proper  assurances  to  the  slaveholding  StateB^ 
This  session  will  make  a  shameful  chapter  in  the  history  of  this 
Government,  to  be  hereafter  written.  Why  should  this  CongresB 
reftise  to  give  the  people  guarantees?  The  proudest  Govern- 
ments in  the  world  have  been  compelled  to  give  their  people 
guarantees. 

We  are  assembled  here  to  consult,  and  see  what  can  be  done ; 
to  consult  as  representatives  of  the  States.  Is  there  any  impro- 
priety in  our  stating  what  would  restore  confidence,  to  our 
putting  this  in  writing,  and  to  our  proposing  the  plan  of  restora- 
tion we  think  should  be  adopted  to  Congress,  and  asking  Con- 
gress to  submit  that  plan  to  the  people?  Are  we  not  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  sent  here  to  do  what  we  think  ought  to 
bo  done,  and  to  ask  Congress  by  way  of  petition  to  repair  the 
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foundations  of  the  Gk)yemment  ?    It  is  all  legitimate,  and  Inti- 
mate in  the  most  technical  sense. 

Suppose  we  ask  Congress  to  act  on  this  proposition.  We 
come  directly  firom  the  people.  We  ask  Congress  to  snbmit  a 
plan  which  we  think  will  save  the  Government,  to  the  people. 
Is  this  taking  any  advantage  of  the  States  ?  They  can  take  all 
the  time  they  wish  for  deliberation,  and  we  can  bring  no  pres- 
sure to  bear  on  them.  In  these  times  of  great  peril  and  trouble, 
we  ask  Congress,  backed  by  the  moral  force  of  the  States  we 
represent,  to  act  and  save  the  country. 

Two  or  three  years  hence  will  not  answer.  The  foundations 
of  the  Government  are  undermined  and  growing  weaker  every 
day,  and  if  the  people  who  may  give  to  it  the  necessary  repair 
and  strength  do  not  do  so,  they  will  be  called  to  a  feioiul  ac- 
count. When  the  building  is  on  fire,  it  is  no  time  to  inquire 
who  set  it  on  fire.  The  North  say  the  South  did  it,  and  the 
South  say  the  Korth  did  it. 

We  are  all  interested  in  this  Government ;  we  love  the  Con- 
stitution ;  we  love  the  Union ;  we  want  to  repair  it — ^we  want  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  bringing  back  the  States  who  have  left  us, 
by  reason  and  not  by  the  sword.  The  delay  which  the  gentle- 
man proposes  is  too  long ;  the  Constitution  has  provided  a  shorter 
way.  In  adopting  that  we  are  only  recognizing  the  right  of 
petition. 

I,  sir,  will  answer  to  Kentucky ;  I  don't  want  the  gentleman 
to  come  between  me  and  the  people  of  Kentucky.  He  has  no 
right  to  speak  for  the  people  of  that  State — ^her  representatives 
hoe  have  that  right  and  will  exercise  it.  Why  were  these  reso- 
htions  passed?  Because  Congress  had  failed  to  provide  the 
means  needftd  to  our  safety.  The  resolutions  under  which  the 
Kentucky  del^ation  came  here  were  passed  on  the  29th,  not  the 
85th  of  January.  They  were  passed  after  the  resolutions  to 
which  the  genfleman  refers.  They  ought  to  be  regarded,  as  they 
ire  in  fact^  as  the  deliberate  expression  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky  in  favor  of  this  Conference.  In  them  it  is  stated  that 
Kentucl^  heartily  accepts  the  invitation  of  her  old  mother 
Yiiginia.  She  acts  in  no  unwilling  spirit,  she  hastens  to  avail 
henelf  of  any  opportunity  to  save  the  Government.  She  believes 
a  &vorable  opportunity  is  offered  by  this  Conference.    I  repeat 
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again:  Adopt  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  and 
I  will  answer  to  Kentucky.  I  will  go  farther.  I  will  answer 
that  Kentucky  herself  will  adopt  the  very  proposals  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  contained  in  the  committee's  report 

But  the  gentleman  insists  that  the  action  proposed  is  not  only 
improper  but  that  it  is  revolutionary.  I  deny  that  it  is  revolu- 
tionary. It  is  no  more  revolutionary  than  any  other  form  of  ])e- 
tition.  It  is  a  petition  sustained  by  the  moral  force  of  twenty 
States — a  petition  which  Congress  will  not  disregard. 

But  if  the  report  of  the  majority  is  revolutionary,  what  of  the 
gentleman's  report?  Is  that  provided  for  by  the  Constitution  I 
Is  that  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution  ?  Ko,  sir. 
Every  argument  he  has  brought  against  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority, applies  with  equal  force  to  his  own.  His  views  will 
answer  for  those  who  are  willing  to  Bta^d  by  and  see  this  Oovem- 
ment  drift  toward  destruction — to  see  this  country  involved  in 
civil  war.  It  will  answer  for  those  who  will  oppose  all  action, 
and  who  wish  to  do  nothing  at  all.  His  report  is  a  new  excuse 
for  inaction.    It  will  not  answer  for  us. 

Sir,  we  are  acting  under  a  fearftd  responsibility.  The  eyes  of 
every  true  patriot  in  the  nation  are  turned  toward  this  body* 
The  people  are  awaiting  our  action,  with  anxious  and  painful 
solicitude.  They  know  and  we  know  that,  unless  the  wisdom  of 
this  Conference  shall  devise  some  plan  to  satisfy  the  people  of  the 
slaveholding  States — ^to  quiet  their  apprehensions,  a  disruptioin 
of  the  Government  is  inevitable.  K  we  adopt  the  gentleman's 
views,  go  home  and  do  nothing,  we  take  the  responsibility  of 
breaking  up  the  Government. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  majority  report 
at  the  present  time.  I  have  only  sought  to  answer  the  aigoments 
of  the  gentleman  against  our  acting  at  aU.  But  I  claim  that  this 
way  of  proceeding  is  entirely  irregular.  The  report  of  the  gen- 
tleman is  not  in  order.  The  report  of  the  majority  was  first  pre- 
sented, and  should  be  first  acted  upon.  I  move  to  lay  the  report 
of  the  gentleman  firom  Connecticut  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LOGAN : — ^I  would  ask  Mr.  Guthrds  to  withdraw  his 
motion.  K  the  motion  were  adopted  it  would  prevent  discussion. 
It  was  expected  that  we  were  to  discuss  the  subject  to-day.  It  is 
not  of  much  consequence  which  report  is  first  acted  upon.    Thoy 
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are  all  before  the  Oonference,  and  the  merits  of  all  of  them  are 
imder  disciusioiL 

Mr.  GurmoB  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MoKEHTCAD,  of  Kentucky,  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  CUSTIS : — ^I  am  amember  of  the  present  Congress;  I 
have  fisdthfolly  attended  its  deliberations,  and  have  tfnzionBly 
watched  its  course.  Mr.  Guthbib  will  find  that  there  are  other 
and  different  objections  to  the  L'ne  of  policy  he  proposes,  to 
which  he  has  not  alluded,  and  which  he  does  not  understand. 
But  they  are  objections  which  have  determined,  and  will  de- 
tennine,  the  action  of  Congress.  I  would  ask  Mr.  Guthbib  if  the 
adoption  of  his  propositions,  previous  to  their  action,  would  have 
pievented  the  States  which  have  already  seceded  from  going  out. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE:— I  thuik  it  would  have  prevented  them; 
an  but  South  Carolina.  I  did  not  intend  to  assail  Congress,  or 
any  member  of  it,  personally. 

Mr.  CURTIS : — ^I  do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman.  We 
know,  and  the  gentleman  knows,  that  there  has  been  for  a  long 
time  a  purpose,  a  great  conspiracy  in  this  country,  to  begin  and 
cany  out  a  revolution.  That  has  been  avowed  over  and  over 
again  in  the  halls  of  Congress.  Can  you  expect  a  member  of 
Ciongress  to  do  more  than  reflect  the  will  of  his  constituents,  the 
will  of  his  people  ?  Would  you  have  him  do  any  thing  different  f 
There  were  forty  or  fifty  different  propositions  before  the  Con- 
gressional Committee  of  Thirty-three.  There  are  many  here.  ' 
There  are  many  difficulties  attending  the  solution  of  this  question 
in  ev«ry  respect.  But  we  may  as  weU  speak  plainly.  I  cannot 
go  for  the  majority  report  of  the  committee,  and  among  other 
reasons,  for  this  reason :  Their  proposition  makes  all  territory 
we  may  hereafter  acquire  slave  territory. 

Mr.  JOHNSON :— No ;  such  is  not  the  fact. 

Mr.  CURTIS : — ^I  have  read  it,  and  such  is  my  construction. 

Mr.  JOHNSON : — Such  is  not  the  intention. 

Mr.  CURTIS : — ^Any  ftiture  territory  which  we  acquire  must 
be  from  the  south ;  we  have  extended  as  far  as  we  can  to  the 
north  and  the  northwest. 

Mr.  WICKLLFFE :— Will  you  agree  to  divide  all  ftiture  ter- 
ritory!   

Mr.  CURTIS : — ^I  will  do  almost  any  thing  to  save  the  Union. 
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I  will  reflect  the  will  of  my  constituents.  I  think  it  ought  not  to 
be  divided  equally,  but  the  South  ought  to  have  its  share.  There 
is  another  trouble.  Look  at  the  difficulty  of  getting  any  proposi- 
tion through  Congress.  Congress  has  only  fifteen  days  of  life. 
I  ask  you,  even  with  general  unanimity,  if  you  can  hope  to  pass 
at  this  session  any  new  proposals  of  amendments  ?  If  you  do,  you 
will  get  along  faster  than  is  generally  the  case,  lliere  is  one 
proposition  before  Congress  that  I  believe  can  pass.  It  is  the 
Adams  proposition,  to  admit  all  the  territories  south  at  once.  It 
is  already  slave  territory.  It  is  now  applying  for  admission.  If 
this  is  acceptable  to  the  South,  I  will  go  for  it.  We  are  bound 
to  admit  it  under  the  ordinance  of  1789. 

Mr.  GOODRICH:— Do  I  understand  my  friend  to  daim 
that  the  ordinance  of  1789  involves  a  proposition  to  divide  the 
territory? 

Mr.  CURTIS : — ^I  imderetand  that  in  connection  with  the 
subsequent  legislation  it  does. 

Mr.  GOODRICH : — The  concession  of  territory  from  North 
Carolina  contains  a  prohibition  from  acting  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  territory  ceded. 

Mr.  CURTIS : — ^I  agree  entirely  with  the  gentleman.  I  am 
opposed  to  slavery,  but  we  must  divide  the  territory.  Let  ub 
leave  slavery  where  it  is,  and  admit  the  territory  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  the  question.  I  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Guthbib  that 
this  Government  depends  on  the  will  of  the  people.  It  is  a  self- 
supporting  government ;  it  will  support  itself.  There  is  no  justi- 
fication for  the  action  of  the  seceded  States,  and  I  cannot  agree 
that  Congress  is  responsible  for  their  action.  The  secession  plot 
was  formed  before  Congress  assembled.  There  was  a  power  to 
check  it.  If  our  President  had  acted  as  Jackson  did,  there  would 
have  been  an  end  of  it.  The  day  for  hanging  for  treason  has . 
gone  by.  TVe  must  look  at  things  as  they  are.  Even  in  battle 
the  white  flag  must  be  respected.  Let  this  subject  be  frankly 
discussed  in  a  conciliatory  manner.  K  any  State  has  the  right  to 
*  go  out  of  the  Union  at  its  own  volition,  then  this  Government,  in 
my  opinion,  is  not  worth  the  trouble  of  preserving.  The  Presi- 
dent is  sworn  to  protect  and  uphold  the  Government.  So  long  aa 
there  is  a  navy,  an  army,  and  a  militia,  it  is  his  sworn  duty  to 
uphold  it — to  uphold  it  as  well  against  an  attack  from  Stat^  as 
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fimn  indiyidnalB.  The  Gk>y6minent  is  one  of  love  and  affection, 
it  is  true,  but  it  is  also  one  of  strength  and  power.  Where  was 
there  ever  a  more  indnlgent  people  than  ours  ?  Onr  forts  have 
been  taken,  onr  flag  has  been  fired  npon,  onr  property  seized,  and 
as  yet  notliing  has  been  done.  Bnt  they  will  not  be  indnlgent 
fiHrever.  Beware,  gentlemen,  how  yon  force  them  fhrther.  Gen- 
tlemen talk  abont  the  inefSciency  of  Congress ;  I  wish  there  was 
some  ef&desacj  in  the  Execntive.  If  there  was,  or  had  been,  onr 
present  tronbles  wonld  have  been  avoided, 

Mr.  TUKNEK : — I  do  not  understand  that  the  report  of  the 
majority  is  applicable  to  future  territory.  I  move  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  report,  to  have  that  question  settled. 

Mr.  JOHNSON : — ^It  is  true  there  are  different  constructions 
which  may  be  placed  on  the  report.  I  think  if  it  had  been  un- 
derstood to  apply  to  future  territory,  it  could  not  have  received 
the  support  of  a  majority  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Cmttenden's 
proportion  applies  to  future  territory.  I  submitted  a  proposition 
to  the  committee  also  intended  to  apply  to  future  territory.  A 
majority  of  the  committee  was  opposed  to  it.  Mr.  Ewino  drew 
this  part  of  the  amendment,  and  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  about  it.  In  my  opinion  the  amendment  would  not  ap- 
ply to  future  territory,  and  I  intended  at  the  proper  time  to  offer 
an  amendment  which  should  make  it  plain,  and  not  leave  it  open 
to  construction.  Personally,  I  should  be  glad  to  apply  it  to  fu- 
tore  territory,  but  I  shall  yield.  I  think  if  we  can  settle  the  ques- 
tion now,  there  will  be  no  ftirther  trouble.  I  do  not  believe 
any  territory  will  be  acquired  hereafter  without  great  unanimity. 
It  is  not  quite  true,  although  it  may  be  probable,  that  the  future 
territory  will  be  south  of  the  line  proposed. 

Mr.  TUKNEE : — ^I  am  still  more  confirmed  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  committee  to  have  the  amendment  only  apply  to 
existing  territory.  If  this  is  settled  now,  it  will  shorten  the  de- 
bate. If  the  gentleman  will  move  to  amend  now,  I  will  with- 
draw my  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON : — ^I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word 
present  before  the  word  territory  in  the  first  line  of  Section  I.,  with 
snch  other  verbal  amendments  as  may  make  the  sense  conform, 
and  to  adopt  that  amendment  now.  This  covers  the  whole 
ground.    I  wish  to  discuss  these  amendments,  but  am  physically 
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unable  to  speak  to-day,  and  wonld  prefer  to  have  the  discna- 
sion  deferred. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  moved  an  adjonmment,  which  was  car* 
ried  on  a  division,  and  the  CJonvention  adjonmed  at  two  o'clock 
and  fifty  minutes. 


k 
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ELEVENTH   DAT, 
Washington,  Monday,  Febnumi  18/lA,  1861. 
The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  P.  D.  Qua- 

IJET. 

The  Jonmal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  CHirrENDEN  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Betohed,  That  the  roles  of  this  Gonvention  be  so  &r  modified  as  to  require 
the  Secretary  to  employ  a  competent  stenographer,  who  shall  write  down  and 
preserve  accurate  notes  of  the  debates  and  other  proceedings  of  this  bodj, 
which  notes  shall  not  be  conmmnicated  to  anj  person,  nor  shall  copies  there- 
of be  taken,  nor  shall  the  same  be  made  public  until  after  the  final  adjourn- 
ment of  this  Convention,  except  in  pursuance  of  a  vote  authorizing  their  pub- 
lication. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN :— I  have  no  desire  to  occupy  time  in  do- 
bating  this  resolution,  much  less  to  waste  it  in  a  fruitless  attempt  to 
oppose  what  seems  to  be  the  settled  purpose  of  a  majority  of  this 
Convention.  But  if  this  body  will  consider  the  purpose  which 
the  resolution  seeks  to  attain,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  found  less  ob- 
jectionable than  other  similar  ones  which  have  been  defeated. 
The  objection  heretofore  made  is,  that  a  publication  of  what 
transpires  here  would  lead  to  an  excited  criticism  in  the  coimtry, 
which  would  be  xmfavorable  to  the  calmness  and  ultimate  success 
which  should  attend  our  deliberations.  While  I  entertain  no 
such  apprehensions,  perm^  me  to  observe  that  this  resolution  con- 
templates no  present  publication  of  our  debates,  but  a  publication 
at  such  a  time,  and  in  such  a  manner,  as  will  be  unobjectionable. 
That  time  may  not  come  till  after  our  adjournment.  I  am  free 
to  say,  that  when  we  are  dealing  with  the  important  issues  now 
before  us,  I  prefer  to  have  our  action,  our  words,  our  whole 
conduct,  all  Uiat  we  do  and  say,  open  and  public.    We  should 
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fear  no  criticiBm  when  we  axe  right ;  we  onght  to  be  held  to  ac- 
oonnt  when  we  are  wrong.  But  if  gentlemen  will  not  consent 
to  this,  at  least  let  the  daily  recordof  eachof  us  bemadenpnow: 
let  it  be  fiill  and  perfect.  When  a  question  comes  np  hereafter 
which  concerns  the  sentiments  or  the  action  of  a  member,  let  its 
decision  depend  npon  no  uncertain  recollection,  a  recollection 
which  must  fade  and  grow  dim  with  each  one  of  us,  as  the  time 
of  this  Convention  recedes  into  the  past.  Such  a  record  can  in- 
jure no  one ;  it  may  be  of  infinite  service  hereafter.  I  could  not 
justify  myself  to  my  conscience,  or  to  those  who  have  a  right  to 
hold  me  responsible  for  my  acts  here,  if  I  failed  to  do  all  that  lays 
in  my  power  to  have  the  true  history  of  this  Convention  laid  be- 
fore the  coimtry.  A  naked  journal  amounts  to  nothing.  It  is  a 
skeleton.  Our  discussions  alone  will  give  it  form  and  comelinees. 
I  have  prepared  this  resolution  upon  consultation  with  many  mem- 
bers, whose  ideas  of  what  should  be  done  here  agree  with  mine. 
They  concur  with  me  in  the  propriety  of  offering  it.  If  it  fails, 
the  responsibility  of  keeping  our  discussions  from  the  people  will 
not  rest  with  us. 

Mr.  POLLOCK : — ^I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN:— Let  the  vote  be  taken  by  States. 

The  vote  was  so  taken,  and  the  following  States  voted  in  the 
affirmative :  Connecticut,  Ehode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  Missouri,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Pennsylvania — 11. 

The  following  States  voted  in  the  negative :  Maine,  Vermont, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  New 
York— 8. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed. 

When  the  State  of  Ohio  was  called,  a  member  of  her  delegar 
tion  stated  that  it  was  equally  divided. 

Mr.  TUCK: — ^I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Conference 
to  introduce  a  proposition  in  the  form  ^f  an  address  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  I  do  so  after  having  consulted  a  consideiv 
able  number  of  members;  and  having  found  that  it  meets 
their  approval,  I  desire  to  read  it,  and  will  then  move  that  it  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH : — ^Is  the  gentleman's  motion  in  order  ? 

Mr.  EWING :— I  object  to  the  reading. 
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Mr.  CLAY : — Certainly ;  I  object  also. 

Mr.  TUCK : — ^I  will  acquiesce  with  a  single  word.  I  certain* 
Ij  hoped  no  cnrt  objection  wonld  be  made  to  the  reading  of  amy 
proposition  which  any  member  might  deem  it  his  duty  to  offer. 
As  gentlemen  differ  from  me  in  this  respect,  I  will  hand  the  pa* 
per  to  the  Chair.  I  hope  at  least  it  may  be  permitted  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT:— I  hold  it  the  gentleman's  undoubted 
right  to  read  the  paper  if  he  chooses. 

Mr.  TUCK :— Very  welL 

He  commenced  reading  when  he  was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE:— I  hope  Mr.  Tuok  will  withdraw  this 
paper.  If  the  Convention  agrees  to  any  result,  I  shall  favor  its 
submission  to  the  people  with  an  address.  I  will  pledge  myself  to 
suggest  the  gentleman's  name  as  one  of  a  committee  to  prepare 
the  address  at  the  proper  time. 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Tuck  then  completed  the  reading  of  the  paper,  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  THE  Peoflb  of  THE  UinTED  Statks  : 

This  Convention  of  Conference,  composed  in  port  of  Commis^oners  ap- 
pointed in  accordance  with  the  legislative  action  of  snndrj  States,  and  in  part 
of  Oommissioners  appointed  bj  the  Governors  of  snndrj  other  States,  in  com- 
pliaace  with  an  invitation  bj  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  met  in 
Washington  on  the  4th  of  February,  1861.  Although  constituting  a  body  un- 
bown  to  the  Constitution  and  laws,  yet  being  delegated  for  the  purpose,  and 
hviDg  carefully  considered  the  existing  dangers  and  dissensions,  and  having 
broQ^t  their  proceedings  to  a  close,  publish  this  address,  and  the  accompa- 
ny resolutions,  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 

We  recognize  and  deplore  the  divisions  and  distractions  which  now  afflict 
<mr  country,  interrupt  its  prosperity,  disturb  its  peace,  and  endanger  the 
Union  of  the  States ;  but  we  repel  the  conclusion,  that  any  alienations  or  dis- 
lenaions  exist  which  are  irreconcilable,  which  justify  attempts  at  revolution, 
or  which  the  patriotism  and  fraternal  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  the  inter- 
ests and  honor  of  the  whole  nation,  will  not  overcome. 

In  a  country  embracing  the  central  and  most  important  portion  of  a 
continent)  among  a  people  now  numbering  over  thirty  millions,  diversities  of 
(pinion  inevitably  exist ;  and  rivalries,  intensified  at  times  by  local  interests 
and  sectional  attachments,  must  often  occur ;  yet  we  do  not  doubt  that  the 
theory  of  our  Government  is  the  best  which  is  possible  for  this  nation,  that 
the  Union  of  the  States  is  of  vital  importance,  and  that  the  Constitution, 
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which  expresses  the  combined  wisdom  of  the  illustrious  foandera  of  the  €k»T- 
enmient,  is  still  the  palladimn  of  onr  liberties,  adequate  to  every  emergency, 
and  justlj  entitled  to  the  support  of  every  good  citizen. 

It  embraces,  in  its  provisions  and  spirit,  all  the  defence  and  protectioiii 
which  any  section  of  the  country  can  rightfully  demand,  or  honorably  concede. 

Adopted  with  primary  reference  to  the  wants  of  five  millions  of  people, 
but  with  the  wisest  reference  to  future  expansion  and  development,  it  bee 
carried  us  onward  with  a  rapid  increase  of  numbers,  an  accumulation  of 
wealth,  and  a  degree  of  happiness  and  general  prosperity  never  attained  by 
any  nation. 

Whatever  branch  of  industry,  or  whatever  staple  production,  shall  be- 
come, in  the  i>08sible  changes  of  the  future,  the  leading  interest  of  the  oomi- 
try,  thereby  creating  unforeseen  complications  or  new  conflicts  of  opinion  and 
interest,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  properly  understood  and  fiurly 
enforced,  is  equal  to  every  exigency,  a  shield  and  defence  to  all,  in  every 
time  of  need.  If,  however,  by  reason  of  a  change  in  circumstances,  or  far 
any  cause,  a  i>ortion  of  the  people  believe  they  ought  to  have  their  rights 
more  exactly  defined  or  more  Mly  explained  in  the  Constitution,  it  is  their 
duty,  in  accordance  with  its  provisions,  to  seek  a  remedy  by  way  of  amend- 
ment to  that  instrument ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  States  to  concur  in  sndh 
amendments  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  insure  equal  and  exact  juatioe  to 
alL 

In  order,  therefore,  to  announce  to  the  country  the  sentiments  of  this 
Convention,  respecting  not  only  the  remedy  which  should  be  sought  for  ex- 
isting discontents,  but  also  to  communicate  to  the  public  what  we  believe  to 
be  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  coxmtry,  we  adopt  the  following  resolutions: 

Ist.  Beaohed^  That  this  Convention  recognize  the  well-understood  propo- 
sition that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  no  power  to  Congress^ 
or  any  branch  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with 
slavery  in  any  of  the  States ;  and  we  are  assured  by  abundant  testimony,  that 
neither  of  the  great  political  organizations  existing  in  the  country  contem- 
plates a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in  this  regard,  or  the  pro- 
curing of  any  amendment  thereof,  by  which  Congress,  or  any  department  of 
the  General  Government,  shall  ever  have  jurisdiction  over  slavery  in  any  of 
the  States. 

2d.  Hesohedy  That  the  Constitution  was  ordained  and  established,  as  set 
forth  in  the  preamble,  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  tlie  blesafngs 
of  liberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity ;  and  when  the  people  of  any 
State  are  not  in  full  enjoyment  of  <dl  the  benefits  intended  to  be  secured  to 
them  by  the  Constitution,  or  their  rights  under  it  are  disregarded,  their 
tranquillity  disturbed,  their  prosperity  retarded,  or  their  liberty  imperilled  by 
the  people  of  any  State,  full  and  adequate  redress  can  and  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided for  such  grievances. 

8d.  JSeaohedf  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
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States  of  the  Union  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Legialatares  of  the  States 
of  Kentackj  and  of  lUinoia,  m  applTing  to  Congress  to  call  a  Oonvention  fot 
the  proposing  of  amendments  to  tiie  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  pnnn- 
ant  to  the  fifth  article  thereof 

Mr.  GUTHEEE :— I  object  to  printing  this  paper.  If  that 
course  is  taken,  every  noiember  may  offer  his  disquisitions  on 
the  Constitution,  and  they  will  be  printed  at  our  expense. 

Mr.  TUCK : — ^Unanimous  consent  was  given  that  it  be  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed. 

The  PEESEDENT:— There  were  three  motions  involved  in 
one.  Now  the  question  is  upon  laying  the  paper  on  the  table 
and  printing  it. 

Mr.  ALEX  AKDEE :— I  call  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  question  will  be  on  the  motion  to 
lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TUCK : — ^Are  we  not  entitled  to  have  the  question  taken 
on  the  motion  to  print?  I  supposed  all  these  questions  would  be 
taken  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation.  But  if  not,  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  move  that  the  paper  be  printed. 

Mr.  MOKEHE  AD,  of  Kentucky : — ^I  came  here  in  a  spirit  of 
conciliation,  and  I  shall  act  in  that  spirit.  Let  us  all  do  so.  I 
disagree  entirely  with  Mr.  Tuck  and  his  proposition,  but  I  am  in 
&vor  of  receiving  every  proposition  that  is  offered,  of  printing 
them  all,  and  at  the  proper  time  of  considering  them  all.  I  trust 
Uiat  unanimous  consent  will  be  given  to  printing  this  paper. 

The  Pbbsident  then  put  the  motion  upon  printing  the  ad- 
dress, and  it  was  carried  upon  a  division.  . 

Mr.  GuTHEiE  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  unanimously : 

Boohed,  That  if  the  President  shall  choose  to  speak  on  anj  question,  he 
niij,  for  the  occasion,  call  anj  member  to  preside. 

Mr.  MEREDITH : — ^I  wish  to  offer  a  proposition,  and  hope 
for  the  present  it  may  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  considered  here- 
after. I  do  not  desire  to  move  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  re- 
port of  the  conmiittee,  but  think  it  better  to  present  it  as  a  direct 
and  independent  proposition,  I  present  it  now  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  it  before  the  Convention.    It  is  as  follows : 

AiRTOLB. — ^That  Congress  shall  divide  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
into  CMivenient  portions,  e%Bh  containing  not  less  than  siztj  thousand  square 
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miles,  and  shall  establish  in  each  a  territorial  government ;  tlie  severd  terri- 
torial legislatures,  whether  heretofore  constituted,  or  hereafter  to  be  consti- 
tuted, shall  have  all  the  legislative  powers  now  vested  in  the  respeolave 
States  of  this  Union ;  and  whenever  any  territory  having  a  populatioii  suffi- 
cient, according  to  the  ratio  existing  at  the  time,  to  entitle  it  to  one  member 
of  Congress,  shall  form  a  republican  constitution,  and  apply  to  Oongress  for 
admission  as  a  State,  Congress  shall  admit  the  same  as  a  State  accordingly. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Mebedith  was  laid  on  the  table  with* 
out  objection. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— There  appears  to  be  a  miflnnderBtand- 
ing  between  the  Secretary  and  myself  upon  t]ie  question  of  print- 
ing the  Journal.  To  avoid  question,  I  move  that  the  Journal  be 
printed  up  to  and  including  to-day. 

Mr.  GOODRICH: — ^I  move  to  amend  by  adding  "and 
from  day  to  day  during  the  session." 

The  amendment  and  the  motion  were  adopted  without  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Alexander,  of  New  Jersey,  took  the  chair. 

The  PEESEDENT :— The  Convention  will  now  proceed  to 
the  order  of  the  day — ^the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  EEED,  of  North  Carolina : — ^I  wish  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Johnson.  It  is  to  add  to 
his  the  words  "  and  future."  If  adopted,  the  language  will  be 
"  present  and  ftiture  territory." 

Mr.  EWING : — This  will  render  a  diyision  of  the  question 
necessary.  The  gentleman  had  better  withdraw  his  amendment 
for  the  time. 

Mr.  EEID  : — ^I  am  instructed  by  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  to  offer  it,  and  I  think  best  to  do  so  in  this  regular  man- 
ner. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND :— I  think  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eeto  is  out 
of  order.  I  suggest  that  if  adopted,  with  Mr.  Johnson's  amend- 
ment, the  sense  of  the  proposition  as  it  now  stands  will  not  be 
changed. 

Mr.  RTJFFIN : — ^I  rise  merely  to  make  a  suggestion  to  my 
colleague.  This  motion  must  be  made  at  some  time,  by  some  pne, 
so  that  we  may  have  a  regular  vote  upon  it  Now,  as  it  iB  not 
certain  how  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  is  t6  be 
construed,  I  propose  at  a  suitable  time  tQ  move  an  amendment 
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which  will  make  the  proposition  applicable  to  territory  hereafter 
acquired.  If  this  will  suit  my  colleague,  I  hope  he  will  withdraw 
hiB  motion. 

Mr.  EEED : — ^I  came  here  not  to  deceive  the  North  or  the 
South.  I  intend  to  be  plain  and  nnambignous.  Why  should 
we  send  forth  a  proposition  that  is  imcertain,  vague,  and,  as  gen- 
tlemen admit,  open  to  different  constructions  ?  If  we  are  to 
pour  oil  upon  the  trouliied  waters,  let  us  do  so  to  some  purpose ; 
above  all,  let  us  be  definite,  plain,  and  certain.  I  cannot  consent 
to  withdraw  my  motion.  I  must  insist  upon  its  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  LOGAN : — I  had  hoped  the  question  on  Mr.  Johnson's 
amendments  would  have  been  taken  on  ^Saturday.    It  is  an  im- 
portant one,  and  one  which  must  be  met.    I  would  suggest  that 
it  would  be  best  to  let  the  question  be  taken  on  Mr.  Johnson's 
uaendments  now.    The  subject  presents  itself  to  my  mind  in 
{his  way:    The  proposition  of  the  majority,  as  it  now  stands,  is 
uncertain.     The  friends  of  the  proposition  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  perfect  it,  to  make  it  satisfactory  to  themselves.    If  there  is  a 
doubt  about  it,  let  us  make  ^  clear  that  it  applies  only  to  the 
jffesent  territory.    Then  we  can  have  a  clear  and  decisive  vote 
upon  it.     The  substance  of  the  proposition  is  what  I  wish  to 
irriye  at,  and  it  will  be  mor^  in  order  if  the  vote  is  not  taken  till 
we  know  what  that  substance  is.  I  shall  not  object  to  its  applica- 
tion to  future  territory.    I  hope  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina will  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  let  the  question  be  taken 
on  that  of  Mr.  Johnson. 

Mr.  SEDDON: — One  word  only.  I  fear  we  are  being 
placed  in  an  awkward  position.  I  am  desirous  to  have  the  lan- 
goage  of  the  proposition  clear  and  not  delusive.  The  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Johnson  embai^asses  me ;  I  hardly  know  how  to 
vote  upon  it.  If  I  vote  for  Mr.  Johnson's  motion,  I  shall  have  the 
wmblance  of  favoring  the  limitation  of  the  proposition  to  present 
territory.  Mr.  Euffin  and  myself  both  want  the  same  thing,  but 
on  Mr.  Johnson's  motion  he  will  vote  one  way  and  I  the  other. 

My.  RUFFEN' : — ^Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  explain  t 
I  voted  against  the  proposition  in  committee  because,  as  it  now 
atonds,  it  applies  only  to  existing  territory.  I  wish  to  carry  this 
pfopodtion,  but  not  by  the  vote  of  the  South  alone.    I  want 
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Nor(Jieni  votes,  and  aseurances  that  the  people  of  the  North  will 
Yote  for  the  proposition  and  adopt  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON :— I  shaU  feel  disposed  to  vote  against  Mr. 
Johnson's  motion. 

The  question  was  here  stated  by  the  President  as  follows : 

The  vote  will  be  taken  npon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Beid  to 
amend  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Johnson. 

Mr.  EEID  : — It  strikes  me  that  the  question  is  this :  My 
proposition  is  to  add  the  words  "  and  future,'*  but  Mr.  Johnson's 
amendment  is  to  add  the  word  '^  present."  Can  this  be  treated 
as  an  amendment  to  his  motion  ?  I  must  say  that  my  duty  to 
my  country  and  State  will  prevent  my  voting  for  the  proposition 
as  he  proposes  to  limit  it. 

Mr.  00 ALTER: — ^I  think  the  conmaittee  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  amend  and  complete  their  report  Let  us,  by  general 
consent,  agree  to  have  the  word  "  present"  inserted. 

Mr.  EEED : — I  object  to  that  all  the  time. 

Mr.  TUENER: — ^I  move  that  the  report  be  reconmoitted  for 
amendment. 

Mr.  00 ALTER: — Shall  we  adjourn  over  simply  for  thist 
That  will  use  up  another  day. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE :— I  hope  it  will  not  be  recommitted.  We 
can  settle  the  question  here  in  a  moment. 

The  PRESIDENT  :— The  vote  will  now  be  taken. 

Mr.  McOURDT : — I  call  for  the  individual  names  of  mem- 
bers voting. 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  call  is  not  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rsm^ 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ayes— New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Korth 
Carolina,  Missouri,  and  Virginia — 8. 

Nays — Vermont,  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Oonnectiooti 
Rhode  Island,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
Iowa — 12. 

So  the  amendment  failed. 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  question  now  recurs  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  JOHNSON :— I  trust  that  I  shall  not  trespass  upon  the 
time  of  the  Conference,  but  the  subject  now  before  it  is  one  of 
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great  importance^  and  it  inyolveB  the  conflideration  of  many  im- 
portant queBtions.    The  amendment  which  I  offer  is  for  the  pnr^ 
poM  of  making  the  proposition  of  the  oonmiittee  dear  and  plain. 
I  was  aware  that  a  conBtmction  might  be  placed  npon  it  differ- 
ent from  that  which  the  committee  intended;  and  it  is  dne  to  the 
frinkness  which  is  manifested  here,  that  the  poipoees  of  the 
committee  ahonld  be  made  plain.    There  ought  to  be  no  ambi- 
guity in  a  constitutional  provision.    Some  of  the  most  impor- 
tmt  constitntional  questions  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court 
hje  been  questions  of  construction.    Lawyers  would  differ  about 
die  construction  to  be  given  the  committee's  proposition.    I 
think  the  Supreme  Court  has  placed  a  construction  upon  the 
terms  used  here,  which  would  be  conclusive.    A  similar  question 
arose  in  the  Dred  Scott  case.    There  the  question  was  upon  that 
irtide  in  the  Constitution  which  confers  on  Congress  the  power 
"to  dispose  of  and  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  r^ulations 
respecting  the  territories  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States."    The  Court  in  that  case  decided  that  the  pro- 
vision had  no  bearing  on  the  controversy  in  that  case,  because 
the  power  given  by  that  provision,  whatever  it  might  be,  was 
confined,  and  was  intended  to  be  confined,  to  the  territory  which, 
npon  the   adoption  of  the  Constitution,  belonged  to  or  was 
claimed  by  the  United  States,  and  was  within  their  boundaries, 
as  settled  by  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.    With  this  clause  in 
the  Constitution,  therefore,  it  could  have  no  infiuence  upon  the 
territory  afterward  acquired  from  a  foreign  government.     I 
think  this  decision  conclusive,  and  that  the  proposition,  if  incor- 
porated into  the  Constitution,  would  refer  only  to  the  territory 
now  owned  by  the  United  States. 

It  was  the  wish  of  the  representatives  of  some  States  in  the 
committee  that  the  word  "  future"  should  be  inserted  in  the  re- 
port I  was  opposed  to  it :  it  was  so  odious  to  me  to  put  words 
into  the  Constitution,  or  to  propose  to  do  so,  which  should  go 
forth  to  the  world  as  an  indication  that  this  Government  proposes 
to  acquire  new  territory  in  any  way.  I  have  said  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  the  Dred  Scott  case  decided  that  the  words  "  the 
territories"  in  the  Constitution  only  applied  to  the  then  existing 
toritory.  I  think  they  decided  wrong  in  this  respect,  though  I 
agree  to  the  correctness  of  the  decision  in  that  case  in  the  main ; 
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bnt  snch  as  it  is,  the  decision  is  binding  upon  this  Conference 
and  the  people. 

Mr.  Johnson  here  read  a  portion  of  the  opinion  of  Jndge 
Taney  delivered  in  the  Dred  Scott  case,  and  continued : 

You  perceive  that  Judge  Taney  turns  the  question  upon  the 
construction  of  the  word  "  the."  Had  the  word  "  sjxf^  been 
used  in  its  place,  he  must  have  held  that  the  provision  applied  to 
future,  as  well  as  the  then  existing  territory. 

Ejiowing  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee to  exclude  future  territory  from  the  operation  of  this 
proposition,  and  that  it  was  due  to  the  conmiittee  and  the  Ckm- 
vention  that  their  purposes  should  be  carried  out,  I  ofier  my 
amendment  as  applicable  to  the  sixth  line  of  the  proposition  as 
well  as  the  first 

In  discussing  the  merits  of  this  report,  in  its  application  to 
the  existing  condition  of  the  coimtry,  I  have  to  say  a  word  to  my 
Southern  friends.  You  have  sought  to  extend  tiiis  provision  to 
territory  which  shall  be  hereafter  acquired.  You  have  had  a 
decisive  vote  and  have  been  beaten  in  this  Conference.  The 
fight  has  been  a  fair  one ;  the  question  has  been  thoroughly  un- 
derstood. We  ought  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  the  majority. 
We  cannot  change  this  decision  if  we  would ;  and  if  we  could 
change  it,  the  proposition  amended  as  you  would  prefer  to  have 
it,  would  never  pass  Congress.  The  repeated  action  of  that  body, 
during  its  present  session,  shows  this  conclusively.  Accept!^ 
this  decision  then,  as  definitive,  can  we  not  settle  the  .question 
with  reference  to  existing  territory  f  Shall  we  settle  it  ?  Settle 
it  fisdrly — ^recognizing  and  acknowledging  the  rights  of  all,  and 
remain  brethren  forever  with  the  Free  States  I  From  my  very 
heart,  I  say  yes.  (Applause.)  The  proposition  as  it  now  stands 
covers  all  the  territory  we  have.  The  whole  groxmd,  the  whole 
trouble,  which  has  brought  this  country  into  its  present  lamen- 
table condition — ^has  arisen  over  this  question.  I  believe  if  it  had 
been  disposed  of  or  settled  in  some  way  before,  many  States 
would  have  been  kept  in  the  Union  that  have  now  gone  out. 
And  why  should  we  not  settle  it  ? 

We  have  now  a  territory  extensive  enough  to  sustain  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  people--«mbracing  almost  every  climate,  fixdtfal 
in  almost  every  species  of  production — ^rich  in  aU  the  elements  of 
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national  wealth,  and  governed  by  a  Constitution  that  has  raised  ns 
to  an  elevation  of  grandeur  that  the  world  has  never  before  wit- 
nessed. That  we  should  separate  to  the  destruction  of  such  a  Gov- 
ernment, on  account  of  territory  we  have  not  got,  and  territory  that 
we  do  not  want,  is  not,  I  believe,  the  patriotic  sense  of  the  South. 
But  this  proposition  does  not  stand  by  itself  alone.  It  is  con- 
nected, and  must  be  construed,  with  the  provision  relating  to  the 
acquisition  of  fdture  territory.  The  second  section  of  the  com- 
mittee's proposition  provides  that  territory  shall  not  be  acquired 
by  the  United  States,  unless  by  treaty,  nor,  with  unimportant  ex- 
ceptions, unless  such  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  four-fifths  of  all 
the  members  of  the  Senate.  Is  not  that  guaranty  enough  for 
UB?  Should  we  not  act  unreasonably  if  we  required  ftur- 
ther  guaranty  in  this  respect?  For  myself,  I  should  have  pre- 
ferred that  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  only  should 
be  required,  and  that  that  two-thirds  should  comprise  a  majority 
both  from  the  free  and  slave  States. 

Mr.  RUFFIN" : — ^At  the  proper  time  I  shall  move  such  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON: — If  such  an  amendment  is  proposed  I  shall 
vote  for  it  I  know  there  will  be  objections  raised  to  it,  but  they 
will  be  far  outweighed  by  the  advantages  it  will  give  to  the  South* 
But  the  objection  of  Mr.  Baldwin  is  opposed  here,  and  it  is 
one  which  must  be  answered.  He  says  this  is  the  wrong  way  to 
propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution — that  our  action  is  in- 
consistent with  that  instrument.  He  does  not  claim  that  it  is 
prohibited  by  the  letter,  but  by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 
Where  does  he  get  the  spirit  but  from  the  letter  ?  There  are  two 
methods  of  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  provided 
by  that  instrument.    Let  us  see  what  they  are. 

Mr.  Johnson  here  read  the  article  of  tihe  Constitution  provid- 
ing for  amendments,  and  continued : 

One  is  where  two-thirds  of  Congress  deem  it  advisable  to  pro- 
pose amendments;  the  other  is  where  the  States  themselves  pro- 
pose them.  My  learned  brother  would  have  us  believe  that  the 
members  of  Congress,  acting  under  their  official  oaths,  must  each 
bfe  satisfied  that  each  amendment  proposed  is  proper  to  be  incor- 
porated in  the  instrument,  before  they  should  propose  them ;  and 
he  maintains  that  there  is  a  difference,  in  fact,  in  the  two  meth- 
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ods  preBcribed.  Wliat  right  has  this  body,  if  there  is  any  force 
in  this  objection,  to  submit  his  proposition  to  the  States  I  If  what 
we  propt»e  is  revolutionary,  then  what  he  proposes  is  revolntianr 
ary.  I  reply  to  him,  with  all  respect  for  his  legal  ability,  and 
with  all  the  humility  which  becomes  me,  and  insist  that  he  is 
wrong.  He  refers  to  the  opinion  of  Judge  CJollamer.  I  hold 
Judge  CJoLLAMEB  in  much  respect,  and  his  opinion  in  great  honor 
here,  but  his  statements  are  at  war  with  the  objections  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  Judge  Collaheb  maintains 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  tojpropoM  amendments,  not  to  riMV 
cmmend  them.  It  would  be  entirely  proper,  according  to  his 
opinion,  for  Congress  to  propose  amendments  which  they  wonld 
not  adopt  themselves.  I  go  somewhat  farther,  and  insist  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  propose  amendments  whenever  desired 
by  any  State  or  any  considerable  section  of  the  Union.  K  we 
have  no  right  to  suggest  a  line  of  action  to  Congress,  no  right  to 
petition  Congress,  no  right  to  ask  Congress  to  propose  amend- 
ments, as  the  gentleman  insists,  we  had  better  go  home,  or  rather, 
I  should  say,  we  should  never  have  come  here. 

There  are  twenty  States  represented  in  this  Conference.  I 
have  no  doubt  other  States  would  have  been  here,  but  for  the 
shortness  of  the  tin^e.  But  how  and  why  are  we  here!  We  have 
come  here  on  the  invitation  of  Virginia ;  her  resolutions  are  our 
constitution.  We  have  come  here  at  her  instance.  For  what 
purpose  did  she  ask  us  to  come  here  ?  under  what  circumBtances 
did  she  pass  these  resolutions?  Yirginia  saw  that  the  countiy 
was  going  to  ruin — ^that  one  State  had  already  seceded,  and  06T- 
eral  others  were  about  to  follow.  She  saw  there  were  circum- 
stances affecting  the  condition  of  the  South  which  aroused  her  to 
frenzy — ^not  madness,  but  the  frenzy  which  falls  on  every  patxi- 
otic  mind  when  it  witnesses  a  country  going  to  destruction.  She 
saw  the  country  was  going  to  ruin  with  rapid  steps,  and  that  its 
ruin  must  be  accomplished  unless  her  friends  in  the  free  States 
would  come  forward,  and  consent  to  put  into  the  Constitution  adr 
ditional  guarantees  which  would  satisfy  the  people  of  the  slave 
States  that  their  rights  were  secure.  See  what  she  did — ^what 
she  said.  She  expresses  it  as  her  deliberate  opinion,  ^'  that  unless 
the  unhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  the  States  of  this 
Confederacy  shall  be  satisfactorily  adjusted,  a  permanent  dissolu- 
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tion  of  the  Union  is  inevitable;  and  the  General  Assembly,  rep- 
resenting the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  is  de- 
sirons  of  employing  every  reasonable  means  to  avert  so  dire  a 
calamity,  and  determined  to  make  a  final  effort  to  restore  the 
Union  and  the  Constitntion,  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  es- 
tablished by  the  fathers  of  the  Sepnblic." 

Therefore  she  invites  all  States,  whether  slaveholding  or  non- 
filaveholding,  who  were  willing  to  nnite  with  her  in  an  earnest  ef- 
fort to  adjnst  the  nnhappy  controversies  in  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitntion, to  come  togetiier  to  secure  that  adjustment.  She  asbs 
us  to  agree  to  some  snitable  adjustment.  She  does  not  leave  us  to 
suggest  what  that  adjustment  diall  be.  She  tells  us  herself.  Shd 
requests  us  to  adopt  it,  and  to  submit  it  to  Congress.  She  does 
not  ask  that  Congress  should  call  a  convention,  for  Congress  could 
not  Try,  if  we  can,  says  Virginia,  to  come  to  some  settlement 
of  these  unhappy  controversies,  and  send  that  settlement  to  Con- 
gress, that  Congress  may  submit  it  to  the  country. 

Virginia  invited  you  here.  She  told  you  just  what  she  want- 
ed. She  says  if  you  cannot  consent  to  that,  tiien  let  her  commis- 
sioners  come  home  and  report  the  result.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  if 
the  mode  of  adjustment  indicated  by  her  cannot  be  substantially 
carried  out,  then  our  whole  authority  is  at  an  end. 

This  matter  of  amending  the  Constitution  is  not  as  intricate  and 
difficult  a  workasgentlemen  imagine.  Are  there  not  twelve  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  already  ?  Were  they  submitted  to  the 
people  by  each  member  of  Congress  acting  xmder  his  official  oath  t 
Or  were  they  submitted  in  the  very  way  the  gentleman  would  avoid! 
"Were  they  not  brought  into  the  Constitution  by  outside  pressure  I 

The  Constitution  has  been  amended.  I  wish  to  mark  how 
it  was  done,  and  then  note  why  it  was  done. 

There  was  a  time  when  fears  were  entertained  that  wrongs 
might  be  done  to  different  sections  of  the  Union  xmder  the  Constitu- 
tion as  it  then  stood.  Congress  listened  to  those  fears,  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  propose  amendments  suggested  from  outside  its  own 
body — to  submit  them  to  the  people  for  adoption.  It  was  neces- 
sary, in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  to  do  this,  in  order  to  restore 
confidence.  It  was  done,  and  confidence  was  restored.  Is  not  that 
precisely  our  case  now  ?  Is  not  confidence  lost  in  the  North  and 
in  the  South } — ^not  exactly  lost,  perhaps,  but  shaken.   The  credit 
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of  the  Goyemment  Ib  gone.  Even  our  naval  commanders  are 
unable  to  negotiate  Government  bills  abroad — ^are  reduced  to  the 
degrading  alternative  of  asking  the  endorsement  of  foreign  States^ 
in  order  to  such  negotiation.  Some  brilliant  individuals  have 
suggested  that  we  have  already  become  so  poor  that  our  widows 
and  wives  must  bring  out  their  stockings. 

Our  last  loan  was  negotiated  at  twelve  per  cent  discount. 
The  present  loan  is  not  to  be  taken  at  any  rate,  unlesB  the 
Government  descends  to  the  humiliating  alternative  of  securing 
State  endorsements.  Our  credit  is  going  lower  and  lower  every 
day,  and  it  will  soon  come  to  the  point  where  our  bonds  will  be 
worth  no  more  than  Continental  money  was. 

Suppose  we  do  nothing  here.  Are  gentlemen  blind  to  the 
consequences  ?  Gentlemen,  honest  and  patriotic  as  I  know  you 
are,  have  you  no  love  for  this  Union  ? — ^have  you  no  care  for  the 
preservation  of  this  Government  ?  God  forbid  that  I  should  say 
you  have  none  I  I  know  you  too  well.  My  relations  have  been 
too  intimate  with  you,  and  have  existed  too  long,  for  me  to  sup- 
pose it.  You  do  love  tiie  Union.  I  speak  for  the  South  and  to  the 
South.  I  know  that  we  can  still  labor  to  keep  this  Government 
together.  If  we  follow  the  plain  dictates  of  our  judgment,  any 
other  course  would  be  impossible. 

The  Yirginia  Convention  is  even  now  in  session,  and  what  a 
convention  it  is  I  Disguise  as  we  may,  deceive  ourselves  as  we 
will,  it  is  a  convention  which  proposes  to  consider  the  question  of 
withdrawing  the  State  from  the  Union.  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  if 
we  do  nothing,  will  soon  follow.  If  there  ever  was  a  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Government  for  conciliation,  for  patriotic  concession, 
that  time  is  now.  The  time  has  come  when  parties  must  be  for- 
gotten. Let  not  the  word  party  be  mentioned  here.  It  is  not 
worthy  of  us.  Eepresentatives  of  the  States,  you  are  above  i>arty 
— ^high  above.  The  cords  that  bind  you  together  are  a  hundred 
times  as  strong  as  those  which  ever  bound  any  party.  Unless 
we  do  something,  and  something  very  quickly,  before  the  incom- 
ing President  is  inaugurated,  in  all  human  probability  he  will 
have  only  the  States  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon  to  govern — that 
is,  if  he  is  to  govern  them  in  peace. 

I  think  there  is  no  right  of  secession ;  such  is  my  individual 
opinion.    But  there  is  a  right  higher  than  all  these — ^the  right  of 
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Bdfdefence,  the  right  of  revolution.   It  is  recognized  by  the  Con- 
stitntion  itself    The  Constitntion  was  adopted  bj  nine  of  the 
States  onlj.    What  right  had  those  nine  States  to  separate  from 
tbe  other  four ! 
Mr.  SEDDON :— The  right  of  secession. 
Mr.  JOHNSON" : — ^I  won't  dispute  about  terms.    In  all  such 
discossions,  Heaven  save  me  from  a  Yiiginia  politician  I 

The  opinions  of  Mr.  Madison  upon  the  Constitution  are  cer- 
tiinly  entitled  to  value.  He  had  more  to  do  with  making  it  than 
any  other  statesman  of  the  time.  I  desire  to  read  an  opinion  of 
liis^  which  will  be  found  in  number  forty-two  of 'the  Federalist : 

^  Two  qaestions  of  a  very  delicate  nature  present  themselves  on  this  oo- 
carion: — 1.  On  what  principle  the  Confederation,  which  stands  in  the 
•olemn  form  of  a  compact  among  the  States,  can  be  superseded  without  the 
imanimons  consent  of  the  parties  to  it?  2.  What  relation  is  to  subsist  be- 
tween the  nine  or  more  States  ratifying  the  Constitution,  and  the  remaining 
£bw  who  do  not  become  parties  to  it? 

"•  The  first  question  is  answered  at  once  by  recurring  to  the  absolute  ne- 
coBii^  of  the  case,  to  the  great  principle  of  self-preservation,  to  the  transcend- 
ent law  at  nature  and  of  nature's  God,  which  declares  that  the  safety  and 
hapjMDew  of  sodety  are  the  objects  at  which  all  political  institutions  aim,  and 
to  which  an  such  institutions  must  be  sacrificed/* 

Now,  apply  these  principles  to  the  pr&ent  condition  of  the 
country.  The  cases  are  exactly  parallel  Mr.  Madison  says  in 
substance,  that  if  one  section  of  the  Union  refuses  to  recognize  and 
protect  the  rights  of  another — in  other  words,  if  the  free  States 
now  refuse  to  guarantee  the  rights  of  the  South,  that  there  is  a 
right  of  self-preservation,  a  law  of  nature  and  nature's  God,  which 
is  above  all  Constitutions.  I  am  not  here  to  inquire  whether  the 
South  has  a  right  to  go  out  if  these  guarantees  are  not  given. 
That  is  a  question  which  I  will  not  argue.  Some  of  the  States 
have  already  gone.    I  hold  that  to  be  a  fact  established. 

Now,  I  put  it  to  my  friends  of  the  North :  Do  you  want  us  to 
go  out?  You  are  a  great  people,  a  great  country — a  powerful 
people,  a  rich  country.  No  threat  or  intimidation  shall  ever 
come  from  me  to  such  a  people.  I  ask  you  in  all  sadness  whether, 
in  the  ligh^  of  all  our  glory,  of  all  our  happiness  and  prosperity, 
whether  you  will,  by  withholding  a  thing  that  it  will  not  harm 
you  to  grant,  suffer  us,  compel  us  to  depart  ?  Let  me  read  what 
was  said  by  the  same  great  man  of  Virginia,  in  anticipation  of 
Uie  existence  of  the  present  state  of  things : 
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"  I  submit  to  you,  mj  fellow-citizena,  these  conaderations,  in  fiiU  oonfi- 
dence  that  the  good  sense  which  has  so  often  marked  yonr  decisions  wiU  al- 
low them  their  due  weight  and  effect;  and  that  70a  wiU  never  suffer  difficul- 
ties, however  formidable  in  appearance,  or  however  flELshionable  the  error  on 
which  they  may  be  founded,  to  drive  you  into  the  gloomy  and  perilous  soene 
into  which  the  advocates  for  disunion  would  conduct  you«  Hearken  not  to  the 
unnatural  voice,  which  tells  you  that  the  people  of  America,  knit  together  as 
they  are  by  so  many  cords  of  affection,  can  no  longer  live  together  as  memben 
of  the  same  family ;  can  no  longer  continue  the  mutual  guardians  of  their  mutual 
happiness ;  can  no  longer  be  fellow-citizens  of  one  great,  respectable,  and  flour- 
ishing empire.  Hearken  not  to  the  voice  which  petulantly  tells  you  that  the 
form  of  government  recommended  for  your  adoption  is  a  novelty  in  the  polife- 
ical  world ;  that  it  has  never  yet  had  a  place  in  the  theories  of  the  wildeal 
projectors ;  that  it  rashly  attempts  what  it  is  impossible  to  accomplish.  Ko^ 
my  countrymen,  shut  your  ears  against  this  unhallowed  language.  Shut 
your  hearts  against  the  poison  which  it  conveys.  The  kindred  blood  whioh 
flows  in  the  veins  of  American  citizens,  the  mingled  blood  which  they  have 
ahed  in  defence  of  their  sacred  rights,  consecrate  their  Union,  and  exdte  hoc^ 
ror  at  the  idea  of  their  becoming  aliens,  rivals,  enemies.  And  if  noveltieB  are 
to  be  shunned,  believe  me,  the  most  alanmng  of  all  novelties,  the  most  wild 
of  all  projects,  the  most  rash  of  all  attempts,  is  that  of  rending  us  in  pieces^ 
in  order  to  preserve  our  liberties,  and  promote  our  happiness.'* 

Grant  us  then,  gentlemen  of  the  North,  what  we  are  wflliiig 
to  stand  npon — ^what  we  will  try  to  stand  npon,  and  what  we 
believe  we  can.  At  least,  this  will  save  the  rest  of  the  States  to 
yourselves  and  to  us.  The  States  that  are  now  in  the  Union  will 
continue  there. 

What  is  it  we  ask  you  to  do?  It  is  to  settle  this  question  as 
to  our  present  territory.  To  settle  it — ^how  ?  By  dividing  it.  And 
how  by  dividing  it  ?  By  the  line  of  36**  30'.  Apparently,  you 
think  we  are  asking  the  North  to  yield  something.  I  tell  you  it 
is  we  who  are  yielding.  By  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
we  have  the  right  to  go  North  of  this  line  with  our  slaves.  Now, 
all  we  ask  you  to  give  us  here  is  the  territory  south  of  that  line; 
and  even  as  to  that,  we  give  you  the  right  to  destroy  slavery  there 
whenever  a  State  organized  out  of  it  chooses  to  do  so.  We  are,  in 
fact,  yielding  to  you.  We  abandon  our  rights  North.  Will  you 
not  let  us  retain  what  is  already  ours.  South  ? 

Is  it  quite  certain  that  the  territory  south  of  the  line  will  be 
slave  territory  ?  Those  who  repealed  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
believed  that  Kansas  would  be  a  slave  State.  It  did  not  turn  out 
so.    All  we  ask  is,  that  you  should  leave  the  territory  south  of 
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the  line  where  it  has  been  left  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court.    We  freely  yield  you  all  the  rest. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  all  the  amendments  proposed.  I 
confine  myself  to  the  single  one  which,  if  satisfactorily  disposed 
o^  will  settle  all  our  troubles. 

In  conclusion,  I  ask,  oppressed  by  a  consciousness  which  almost 
overmasters  me — ^which  renders  me  unfit  to  do  any  thing  but  feel 
— ^will  you  not  settle  this  question  here  I    I  feel,  and  I  cannot  es- 
cape the  feeling,  that  on  your  decision  hangs  the  question,  whether 
we  shall  be  preserved  an  united  people,  or  be  broken  to  atoms. 
The  States  now  remaining  in  the  Union  may  possibly  get  on  for 
a  few  years  with  something  like  prosperity ;  but  if  this  question  is 
not  settled  in  some  way,  man  must  change  his  nature  or  war 
in  the  end  will  come.    Warl    What  a  word  to  be  used  here! 
Var  between  whom?    There  is  not  a  family  at  the  South  which 
bis  not  its  associations  with  the  North — ^not  a  Korthem  family 
ivhich  has  not  its  Southern  ties  I    War  in  the  midst  of  such  a 
people  I    God  grant  that  the  future,  that  the  events  which  must 
inevitably  follow  dissension  here,  may  at  least  spare  this  agony 
to  omselves,  our  families,  and  our  posterity. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^It  is  very  clear  to  me  that  I  ought  not  to 
make  a  prolonged  address  upon  a  question  which  I  favor.  The 
only  question  now  before  us  is :  Shall  this  amendment  be  made 
plain  !  We  should  deal  honestly  among  ourselves ;  there  should 
be  no  cheat — ^no  xmcertainty — ^no  delusion  here.  Our  language 
ilionld  be  so  clear  that  it  will  breed  no  new  nests  of  trouble. 

But  the  address  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  requires  a 
brief  notice  from  me.  I  listened  with  sadness  to  many  parts  of 
it  I  bemoan  that  tones  so  patriotic  could  not  rise  to  the  level  of 
tbe  high  groxmd  of  equality  and  right  upon  which  we  ^  ought 
to  stand. 

I  appeal  not  to  forbearance — ^I  ask  not  for  pity.  I  feel  proud 
to  represent  the  grand  old  commonwealth  of  Virginia  here,  and 
prouder  still  that  I  only  come  here  to  demand  right  and  justice 
in  her  behalf.  Aye  1  and  it  is  more  complimentary  to  you  to  have 
it  so.  I  ask  for  such  guarantees  only  as  Virginia  needs,  and  as 
she  has  the  right  to  demand.  It  is  far  more  complimentary  to 
you  to  appeal  to  your  sense  of  justice,  to  your  sense  of  right,  than 
to  your  forbearance  or  pity. 
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Yirgmia  comes  forward  in  a  great  national  crisiB.  When  sup- 
port after  support  of  this  glorious  temple  of  our  Government  has 
been  torn  away,  she  comes — ^proud  of  her  memories  of  the  past 
— happy  in  the  part  she  had  in  the  construction  of  this  great  sys- 
tem— she  comes  to  present  to  you,  cahnly  and  plainly,  the  ques- 
tion, whether  new  and  additional  guarantees  are  not  needed  for  her 
rights ;  and  she  tells  you  what  those  guarantees  ought  to  be. 

Kor  does  she  stand  alone.  She  is  supported  by  all  her  border 
sisters.  The  propositions  she  makes  are  familiar  to  the  country. 
They  were  made  by  a  patriot  of  the  olden  time,  a  time  near  to  that 
of  the  foundation  of  our  Government  They  were  such  as  he 
thought  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  his  time.  They  have  since  then 
received  a  larger  meed  of  approval,  north  and  south,  than  any 
other  plan  of  arrangement. 

My  State  offers  these  resolutions  of  her  Legislature  as  a  basis 
for  our  action  here,  with  certain  modifications  acceptable  to  her 
people.  One  of  these  modifications  has  since  been  accepted  by 
the  mover  of  these  resolutions  himself.  Most  important  among 
them  is  the  provision  as  to  future  territory.  The  gentleman  seems 
to  think  that  Yirginia  would  not  insist  on  this  provision  as  i^ 
plicable  to  territory  we  may  never  have.  It  behooves  not  me  to 
answer  such  a  momentous  question.  I  am  only  the  mouthpiece 
of  Virginia.  She  insists  on  the  provision  for  ftiture  territory.  She 
and  her  sister  States  plant  themselves  upon  it.  What  right  have 
I  to  strike  out  a  clause  which  she  makes  specific  ?  What  right  have 
I  to  esteem  it  of  so  little  weight  that  it  may  be  thrown  aside  and 
disregarded  ?  I  do  not  propose  to  give  my  reasons,  though  they 
would  not  be  troublesome  to  give.  It  was  an  element  in  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise  that  it  should  apply  to  ftiture  as  well  as  to  ex- 
isting territory. 

Does  not  the  gentleman  assert  that  under  the  laws  as  they  now 
stand,  we  have  the  right  to  go  north  of  the  compromise  line  with 
our  slaves  ?  What,  then,  is  our  position  I  Under  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  we  are  entitled  to  participate  in  ciJl  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States.  We  are  offering  to  give  up  the  great 
part  and  the  best  part  of  it,  and  in  payment  we  are  to  take  the 
naked  chance  of  getting  a  little  piece  of  the  worthless  territory 
south  of  the  proposed  line  I  Such  an  idea  was  never  entertained 
by  those  who  made  the  Compromise.    The  idea  which  governed 
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their  action  was,  beyond  all  donbt,  not  that  present  territory  alone 
flhotild  be  thus  divided,  bnt  that  the  question  should  be  removed 
from  doubt  and  di£Sculty  for  all  time,  and  to  give  us  at  the  South 
a  chance  whatever  change  might  come. 

Shall  we  be  rewarded  for  all  we  give  up,  and  find  foil  compen- 
sation in  a  clause  which  itself  prevents  the  acquisition  of  fiiture 
territory  ?  The  statement  is  in  itself  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
question. 

But  there  was  another  element  in  the  propositions  of  the  Leg- 
islature  of  Yiiginia.  That,  was  security  against  the  principles  of 
the  North,  and  her  great  and  now  dominant  party ;  it  was  intend- 
ed to  put  an  end  to  the  discussions  that  have  convulsed  the  coun- 
try and  jeopardized  our  institutions. 

It  was  the  policy  of  our  fathers  to  settle  these  questions. 

They  determined  to  make  a  final  and  decisive  line  of  demarka- 

tion,  and  to  let  that  be  conclusive.    But  this  young  people  could 

not  be  restrained,  and  when  new  territory  was  acquired  the  same 

question  arose  again.    It  now  comes  up  once  more.    Virginia 

early  saw  the  seeds  of  trouble  in  it,  because  she  saw  that  the  tide 

of  emigration  would  continue  to  press  toward  the  fertile  lands  of 

the  South.    She  saw  and  she  acted.    In  consequence  of  her  action 

we  are  here.    Would  it  not  be  wise  and  well  as  statesmen  and  as 

patriots,  that  you  should  do  what  you  can  for  adjustment  ?  do  what 

youcau  to  bring  back  your  sisters  of  the  South  who  have  departed  ? 

It  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  settle.    Virginia  was  wise  to  ask  it. 

There  is  another  thing.  A  great  and  mighty  party  has  arisen 
at  the  North  that  is  determined  to  exclude  the  institution  of  slav- 
ery, not  only  from  all  ftiture,  but  from  b31  present  territory.  We 
kttow  that  in  all  ways  this  party  has  declared  that  it  would  not 
consent  to  let  slavery  go  where  it  does  not  now  exist.  More 
l^ted  zealots,  also  animated  and  sustained  by  this  same  party. 
We  determined  that  this  natural  and  patriarchal  institution  of 
the  South  should  be  surrounded  by  a  cordon  of  free  States,  and 
in  the  end  be  extinguished  altogether. 

Is  it  not  wise  in  Virginia,  that  she  should  see  that  this  project 
of  surrounding  the  South  with  free  States  should  be  guarded 
against — ^most  effectually  guarded  against  now  and  in  time 
to  come,  and  so  preserve  her  dignity  and  power  ? 

This  amendment  adopted,  and  the  proposition  to  Virginia  will 
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be  a  farce.  Gentlemen,  we  bold  tbat  as  tbe  soul  is  to  man,  so  is  bonor 
to  a  nation.  Honor  is  the  soul  of  nations.  Witbont  it,  no  nation  can 
bave  a  place  in  bistorj  or  among  tbe  nations.  We  of  Yiiguiia 
must  bave  in  ibis  Confederation  tbe  position  of  an  eqnaL  Equal 
in  dignity — eqnal  in  rigbt  In  tbe  Congress  of  tbe  States  of  thia 
Union,  we  insist  on  tbis  as  our  rigbt.  We  must  bave  the  same 
protection  as  tbe  States  of  the  North.  Otherwise  we  are  a  dis- 
honored people.  We  might  live  for  a  time  otherwise,  but  we 
should  be  unworthy  a  place  among  tbe  nations.  We  hold  our  jwrjp- 
erty^  yes,  our  property  in  dcweSy  as  right  Ail  and  as  honorable  as  any 
property  to  be  found  in  tbe  broad  expanse  between  ocean  and  ooeazL 

We  feel  that  in  the  existence,  tbe  perpetuity,  the  protection 
of  tbe  African  race,  we  have  a  mission  to  perform,  and  not  a  mis- 
sion only,  but  a  rigbt  and  a  duty. 

Upon  this  subject  I  baye  a  word  to  say  in  all  seriousnen. 
Think  not,  gentlemen  of  the  North,  tbat  we  propose  to  deceive 
or  mislead  you.  We  of  the  South  are  earnest  in  what  we  say. 
This  is  a  question  which  we  answer  to  ourselves.  We  bold  that 
these  colored  barbarians  bave  been  withdrawn  from  a  country  of 
native  barbarism,  and  xmder  tbe  benignant  influence  of  a  Christian 
rule,  of  a  Christian  civilization,  have  been  elevated,  yes,  devaUi 
to  a  standing  and  position  which  they  could  never  bave  other- 
wise secured.  In  respect  to  tbe  colored  race  we  challenge  com- 
parison with  San  Domingo,  with  tbe  freed  regions  of  Jamaica^ 
with  those  who  bave  been  transferred  to  the  coast  of  Afirica.  Ask 
the  travellers  who  bave  visited  those  distant  shores  to  contrast  the 
condition  of  tbe  colored  people  there  with  tbat  of  those  on  our 
Southern  plantations,  and  they  will  give  you  but  one  answer — 
they  will  say,  we  bave  redeemed  and  kept  well  our  high  and  cup 
holy  trust. 

But  this  is  a  matter  with  our  own  consciences,  not  with  yours. 
We  appeal  to  you  to  leave  it  where  it  is,  to  leave  the  colored 
people  where  they  are.  Why  should  you  undertake  to  interfere 
with  tbe  policy  of  a  neighboring  State  concerning  a  people  about 
which  you  know  nothing  ?  We  feel,  we  know  tbat  we  bave  done 
tbat  race  no  wrong.  Deep  into  tbe  Southern  heart  has  this  feel- 
ing penetrated.  For  scores  of  years  we  have  been  laboring  earn- 
estly in  our  mission.  In  aU  tJiis  time  we  bave  contributed  far 
more  to  the  greatness  of  the  ilTortb  than  to  our  own.    Yet  all  this 
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time  we  have  been  assailed,  attacked,  vilified  and  defamed,  by 
the  people  of  the  North,  iSrom  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  and  yon 
have  educated  yonr  children  to  believe  ns  monsters  of  brutality, 
lust  and  iniquity. 

I  tell  you,  that  from  the  time  the  abolition  Boc|eties  aroused 
the  latent  anti-slavery  spirit  of  the  North  until  now,  nothing  but 
evil  has  come  of  the  excitement  and  discussion.  It  has  spread  a 
horrid  influence  far  and  wide ;  it  has  for  years  distilled,  and  is 
now  distilling  its  poison  and  venom  all  over  the  land. 

It  was  under  Enghsh,  yes,  British,  Anglo-Saxon  instigation 
that  it  first  commenced.    By  this  instigation  it  has  been  fed, 
been  given  life,  continuity  and  power.    Think  you  the  English 
authors  of  this  instigation  had  any  purpose  but  to  disrupt  this 
Republic  I    They  professed  to  regard  slavery  as  an  evil  and  a 
sin.     The  fruits  of  their  action  were  first  manifested  in  religious 
Bodeties — ^first  in  the  largest  churches  in  New  England,  in  the 
Presbyterian  or  Congregational  churches,  next  the  Methodist, 
then  the  Baptist,  and  finally,  the  venom  spread  so  widely,  its 
inflnence  separated  other  churches.    What  has  the  mond  in- 
fluence of  this  power  done  ?    It  has  made  the  abstraction  of  our 
bUycs  a  virtue.    Societies  have  been  formed  for  that  very  pur- 
pose, inciting  their  members  and  others,  by  the  vilest  motives,  to 
steal  our  slaves,  to  ^estroy  our  property. 

Nor  have  they  been  suflSciently  modest  to  cloak  their  designs 
laider  the  veil  of  secrecy.  These  people  advocated  their  pemi- 
douB  doctrines  openly  in  your  leading  cities,  even  within  the  con- 
secrated walls  of  Fanueil  Hall. 

Openly  among  your  people,  in  the  very  light  of  day,  these 
;  were  carried  on  for  the  destruction  of  your  sister  States. 
^Riere  has  not  been  an  effort  of  the  law  nor  an  exertion  of  public 
opinion  to  put  them  down. 

These  efforts  culminated  in  the  actual  invasion  of  my  own  old 
honored  State,  and  your  people  thought  they  were  doing  GOD 
service  in  signing  a  petition  to  our  authorities  for  mercy  to  John 
Bpown  and  his  ruffian  invaders  of  our  soil.  And  when  these  men 
met  the  just  reward  of  their  crime,  there  was,  throughout  the 
Iforth,  in  your  meetings  and  your  public  prints,  expressions  of 
sympathy  for  these  robbers  and  murderers.  They  were  looked 
n|>on  as  the  victims  of  oppression,  as  martyrs  to  a  holy  and 
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righteous  cause.  Gentlemen,  consider  these  things,  and  tell  me, 
is  there  not  to-daj  reason  for  suspicion ;  on  the  part  of  the  South 
for  grave  apprehension  ? 

But  the  half  is  yet  to  be  told ;  I  have  looked  onlj  at  the 
moral  aspect  of  the  question.  Dangerous  enough  hiUierto,  it 
becomes  far  ln9re  dangerous  when  it  culminates  on  the  arena  of 
politics,  and  asks,  with  the  powerful  aid  of  a  majority,  the  inter- 
ference and  the  aid  of  the  Government. 

As  soon  as  it  became  the  party  of  one  idea  it  began  to  draw 
to  it,  first  the  support  of  one,  then  another  political  party.  It 
went  on  securing  the  assistance  of  one  after  another  xmtil  it  de- 
moralized, until  it  brought  each  to  ruin.  It  destroyed  the  grand 
old  Whig  party.  Fanatic  enough  before,  when  it  had  brought 
that  party  to  its  grave,  it  thrust  upon  the  arena  of  politics  thiB 
question  of  slavery  in  the  territories.  Then  for  the  first  time  it 
raised  the  cry  of  "  Free  Soil,"  and  brought  to  its  support  the  hearts 
of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  northern  States. 

The  people  of  the  North  and  Northwest  have  long  been  noted 
for  their  acquisitive  disposition,  especially  for  the  acquisition  of 
lands.  This  has  been  manifested  in  every  form.  Carried  into 
effect  it  has  made  them  powerful,  xmtil,  not  long  since,  they 
thought  they  might  get  entire  dominion  at  no  distant  day. 
Then  arose  in  their  hearts  a  desire  greater  than  the  greed  of 
land — the  greed  of  office  and  power.  They  then  saw  that  per- 
haps the  North  alone  might  control  the  national  government, 
and  with  it  the  South.  Then,  too,  the  great  class  of  protected 
interests  at  the  North — always  greater  at  the  North  than  at  the 
South— joined  with  them.  All  these  protected  classes,  whose 
advantages  had  been  diverted  from  other  classes  to  which  thej 
belonged,  joined  with  landseekers  to  secure  power.  Inflnenoe 
after  influence  of  this  sort  combined,  until  it  produced  your  great 
Eepublican  party ;  in  other  words,  your  great  Sectional  party, 
which  has  at  length  come  to  majority  and  power. 

I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  upon  the  principles  of  that  party,  or 
to  discuss  them ;  I  simply  assert  that  their  principles  involve  all 
the  sentiments  of  abolitionism.  They  may  be  summed  up  in 
this :  you  determine  to  oppose  the  admission  of  slave  States  in 
the  ftiture. 

You  say  that  the  whole  power  of  the  country,  the  whole 
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power  of  the  administration,  shall  be  nsed  in  futnre  for  the  final 
extinction  of  slavery. 

This,  now,  is  the  ruling  idea  of  your  great  sectional  party. 
It  is  simply  the  rule  of  one  portion  of  the  coxmtry  over  another. 
There  is  no  difference  between  attacking  slavery  in  the  States 
and  keeping  it  out  of  the  territories.  It  is  only  drawing  a 
parallel  around  the  citadel  at  a  more  remote  point. 

Now,  see  how  the  South  is  placed.  The  South  has  forborne 
as  long  as  it  can,  just  as  long  as  party  organization  existed,  and  as 
long  as  the  South  could  keep  it  in  existence.  It  was  only  when 
we  saw  that  the  whole  united  Government  was  to  be  turned 
against  us,  that  we  began  to  think  of  taking  the  subject  into  onr 
own  hands. 

"What  are  we  to  expect  now,  when  the  power,  direct  and  in- 
direct, of  this  great  Government  is  to  be  used  in  the  most  ef- 
fective manner  against  us  ?    A  power  which  claims  that  we  shall 
not  exercise  the  rights  of  States  even,  a  power  which  seeks  to 
coerce  us,  when  we  propose  to  protect  ourselves  against  this 
lowering  and  impending  danger.    You  of  the  North  are  descend- 
ed fix)m  men  who  honored  the  scaffold  for  the  very  rights  we 
now  seek  to  exercise.    So  are  we.    You  would  deserve  to  be 
spumed  by  the  maids  and  matrons  among  you,  if  you  refused  to 
protect  yourselves  against  the  dangers  thus  drawing  around  yon. 
Can  you  expect  less  of  us? 

Do  you  tell  me  that  this  is  an  artificial  crisis  ?  "Would  seven 
States  have  abandoned  all  the  grand  interest  they  possessed  in  a 
potions  and  happy  Confederacy  like  ours,  but  for  more  serious 
*nd  vital  interests,  the  interests  of  safety,  secnrity,  and  honor? 
Think  well  of  these  things,  gentlemen ! 

I  have  hastily  endeavored  to  show  you  where  I  conceive  we 
of  the  South  stand.  The  feelings  which  I  express  are  entertained 
Kkewifle  by  the  border  States,  by  all  the  citizens  of  the  South,  by 
every  householder  of  my  State  in  a  greater  or  less  degree. 

The  State  to  which  I  refer,  Virginia,  is  now  met  in  solemn 
convocation  to  consider  whether  she  shall  remain  in  the  Union  or 
go  out  of  it ;  and  with  the  most  earnest  desire  to  secure  to  herself 
a  longer  connection  with  the  American  Union,  a  Union  of  so  much 
ionor  and  pride,  and  with  an  equally  earnest  desire  to  bring  back 
the  wandering  States  of  the  South  which  have  ah-eady  left  us,  she, 
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my  own,  my  native  State,  comes  here  to  ask  for  theee  guarantees. 
In  my  deliberate  judgment,  the  Union  and  the  Constitation,  aa 
they  now  stand,  are  nnsafe  for  the  people  of  the  South,  unsafe 
wiUiout  other  guarantees  which  will  give  them  actual  power  in- 
stead of  mere  paper  rights.  Her  stake  in  this  controversy  is  too 
deep.  In  my  judgment  she  has  asked  too  little ;  I  think  fuller 
and  greater  guarantees  ought  to  be  required,  and  that  this  Ckxn- 
vention  should  not  stand  upon  ceremony,  but  in  a  free  and  lib- 
eral spirit  of  concession  should  yield  to  us  all  that  we  ask.  Be 
assured  we  shall  ask  none  but  adequate  guarantees. 

But  I  am  told  that  Yirginia  is  content  with  the  Crittenden 
Besolutions — I  say  this  because  I  am  instructed  to  say  so— that 
is,  if  we  are  to  treat  these  resolutions,  not  as  the  principles  of  the 
msji  who  ofiEers  them,  but  as  the  principles  of  the  great  party  just 
come  into  power. 

Gentlemen,  remember  that  we  of  the  South  are  already  strip- 
ped of  one-half  our  sister  States ;  our  system  is  dislocated ;  the 
Union  is  disrupted. 

How  can  you  expect  now  to  retain  Virginia,  to  retain  the 
border  States,  when  they  stand  in  the  face  of  such  a  great^  such 
an  immense  party !  How  can  you  expect  Yirginia  to  remain  in 
the  Union  without  these  added  guarantees  ? 

I  told  you  I  would  make  no  appeals  to  your  pity.  K  we  axe 
not  entitled  to  the  guarantees  we  ask,  according  to  the  principlea 
of  sound  philosophy,  of  right  and  justice,  then  we  do  not  ask  them 
at  all. 

Mr.  BOTJTWELL : — ^I  have  not  been  at  all  dear  in  my  own 
mind  as  to  when,  and  to  what  extent,  Massachusetts  should  raise 
her  voice  in  this  Convention.  She  heard  the  voice  of  Yirginia^ 
expressed  through  her  resolutions  in  this  crisis  of  our  coimtiy'B 
history.  Massachusetts  hesitated,  not  because  she  was  unwilling 
to  respond  to  the  call  of  Yirginia,  but  because  she  thought  her 
honor  touched  by  the  manner  of  that  call  and  the  circumstances 
attending  it.  She  had  taken  part  in  the  election  of  the  sixth  of 
November.  She  knew  the  result.  It  accorded  well  with  her 
wishes.  She  knew  that  the  Government  whose  political  head  finr 
the  next  four  years  was  then  chosen,  was  based  upon  a  Constitu- 
tion which  she  supposed  still  had  an  existence.  She  saw  that 
State  after  State  had  left  that  Government — seceded  is  the  word 
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^^^ ;  had  gone  ont  from  this  great  Confederacj,  and  were  de- 
^^^fing  the  Cionstitntion  and  the  Union. 

Charge  after  charge  has  been  vagaelj  made  against  the  North. 
^t  is  attempted  here  to  pnt  the  'SotQi  on  trial.  I  have  listened 
^>nth  grave  attention  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to-day,  bnt 
7  haye  heard  no  specification  of  these  charges.  Massachusetts 
hesitated  I  say ;  she  has  her  own  opinions  of  the  Government  and 
the  Union*  I  know  Massachusetts;  I  have  been  into  every  one 
of  her  more  than  three  hundred  towns.  I  have  seen  and  con- 
vened with  her  men  and  her  women,  and  I  know  there  is  not  a 
man  within  her  borders  who  would  not  to-day  gladly  lay  down 
his  life  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

Massachusetts  has  made  war  upon  slavery  wherever  she  had 
the  right  to  do  it ;  but  much  as  she  abhors  the  institution,  she 
would  sacrifice  every  thing  rather  than  assail  it  where  she  has  not 
the  ri^t  to  assail  it. 

Can  it  be  denied,  gentlemen,  that  we  have  elected  a  President 
in  a  l^gal  and  constitutional  way  t    It  cannot ;  and  yet  you  tell 
OS  in  tones  that  cannot  be  misunderstood,  that  as  a  precedent 
condition  of  his  inauguration  we  must  give  you  these  guarantees. 
Massachusetts  hesitated,  not  because  her  blood  was  not  stirred, 
but  because  she  insisted  that  the  Government  and  the  inaugu- 
ration should  go  on,  in  the  same  manner  they  would  have  done 
liad  Mr.  Lincoln  been  defeated.    She  felt  that  she  was  touched 
in.  a  tender  point  when  invited  here  under  such  circumstances. 

It  is  true,  and  I  confess  it  frankly,  that  there  are  a  few  men 

Wk:L  the  North  who  have  not  yielded  that  support  to  the  grand 

idea  upon  which  this  confederated  Union  stands,  that  they  should 

liAve  done ;  who  have  been  disposed  to  infringe  upon,  to  attack 

^^ertain  rights  which  the  entire  North,  with  these  exceptions,  ao- 

^iorda  to  you.    But  are  you  of  the  South  free  from  the  like  impu- 

^^tioDsl    The  John  Brown  invasion  was  never  justified  at  the 

^^orlh.    If,  in  the  excitement  of  the  time,  there  were  those  to  be 

fi»md  who  did  not  denounce  it  as  gentlemen  think  they  should, 

^t  was  because  they  knew  it  was  a  matter  wholly  outside  the  Con- 

ctitntion — ^that  it  was  a  crime  to  which  Yii^inia  would  give  ade- 

^Qate  punishment 

Q^tlemen,  I  believe,  yes,  I  know,  that  the  people  of  the 
Iforth  are  as  true  to  the  Government  and  the  Union  of  the  States 
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now,  as  our  fathers  were  when  they  stood  shonlder  to  shonlder 
upon  the  field,  fighting  for  the  prindples  npon  which  that  Union 
rests.  K  I  thought  the  time  had  come  when  it  would  be  fit  or 
proper  to  consider  amendments  to  the  Constitution  at  all,  I 
should  believe  that  we  would  have  no  trouble  with  you  except 
upon  this  question  of  slavery  in  the  territories.  You  cannot  de- 
mand of  us  at  the  North  any  thing  that  we  will  not  grant,  unless 
it  involves  a  sacrifice  of  our  principles.  These  we  shall  not  sacri- 
fice— ^these  you  .must  not  ask  us  to  abandon.  I  believe  further, 
and  I  speak  in  all  fi-ankness,  for  I  wish  to  delude  no  one,  that  if 
the  Constitution  and  the  Union  cannot  be  preserved  and  effectu- 
ally maintained  without  these  new  guarantees  for  slavery,  that 
the  Union  is  not  worth  preserving. 

The  people  of  the  North  have  always  submitted  to  the  deri- 
sions of  the  proper  constituted  powers.  This  obedience  has  been 
unpleasant  enough  when  they  thought  these  powers  were  exer 
cised  for  sectional  purposes ;  but  it  has  always  been  implicitly 
yielded.  I  am  ready,  even  now,  to  go  home  and  say  that,  by  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  slavery  exists  in  all  the  territorieB 
of  the  United  States.  We  submit  to  the  decision  and  accept  its 
consequences.  But  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  attending 
that  decision,  was  it  quite  fair — was  it  quite  generous  for  the 
gentleman  fix)m  Maryland  to  say  that,  under  it,  by  the  adoption 
of  these  propositions,  the  South  was  giving  up  every  thing,  the 
North  giving  up  nothing?  Does  he  suppose  the  South  is  yield- 
ing the  point  in  relation  to  any  territory,  which  by  any  prob- 
ability would  become  slave  territory  ?  Something  more  lian  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  necessary  to  establish  slavery 
anywhere.  The  decision  may  give  the  right  to  establish  it, 
other  influences  must  control  the  question  of  its  actual  establish- 
ment. 

I  am  opposed,  further,  to  any  restrictions  on  the  acquisition  of 
territory.  They  are  unnecessary.  The  time  may  come  when 
they  would  be  troublesome.  We  may  want  the  Canadaa.  The 
time  may  come  when  the  Canadas  may  wish  to  unite  with  us. 
Shall  we  tie  up  our  hands  so  that  we  cannot  receive  them,  or  • 
make  it  forever  your  interest  to  oppose  their  annexation  ?  Such 
a  restriction  would  be,  by  the  common  consult  of  the  people^  dis- 
regarded. 
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There  are  seven  States  out  of  the  XTnion  already.  They  have 
Oiganized  what  they  claim  is  an  independent  Gk>yemment.  They 
Mre  not  to  be  coerced  back,  you  say.  Are  the  prospects  very 
fiivorable  that  they  will  return  of  their  own  accord?  But  th^ 
wiU  annex  territory.  They  are  abready  looking  to  Mexico.  If 
left  to  themselyes  they  would  annex  her  and  all  her  neighbors, 
and  we  should  lose  our  highway  to  the  Pacific  coast.  They  would 
acquire  it,  and  to  us  it  would  be  lost  forever. 

The  North  will  consider  well  before  she  consents  to  this — ^be- 
fore ahe  even  permits  it.  Ever  since  1820  we  have  pursued,  in 
ihiB  respect,  a  uniform  policy.  The  North  will  hesitate  long 
before,  by  accepting  the  condition  you  propose,  she  deprives  the 
nation  of  the  valuable  privilege,  the  xmquestionable  right,  of  ac- 
quiring new  territory  in  an  honorable  way. 

I  have  tried  to  look  upon  these  propositions  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee,  as  true  measures  of  pacification.  I  have  lis- 
tened patiently  to  all  that  has  been  said  in  their  favor.  But  I 
am  still  unconvinced,  or  rather  I  am  convinced  that  they  will  do 
nothing  for  the  Union.  They  will  prove  totally  inadequate; 
may,  perhaps,  be  positively  mischievous.  The  North,  the  free 
Stages,  will  not  adopt  them — will  not  consent  to  these  new  en- 
dorsements of  an  institution  which  they  do  not  like,  which  they 
believe  to  be  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Eepublic ;  and 
if  they  did  adopt  them,  as  they  could  only  do  by  a  sacrifice  of 
principles  which  you  should  not  expect,  the  South  would  not  be 
satisfied  ;  she  would  not  fail  to  find  pretexts  for  a  course  of  action 
upon  which  I  think  she  has  already  determined.  I  see  in  these 
propositions  any  thing  but  true  measures  of  pacification. 

*But  the  North  will  never  consent  to  the  separation  of  the 
States.  K  the  South  persists  in  the  course  on  which  she  haa 
entered  we  shall  march  our  armies  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  you 
will  march  yours  to  the  Great  Lakes.  There  can  be  no  peaceM 
separation.  There  is  one  way  by  which  war  may  be  avoided 
and  the  Union  preserved.  It  is  a  plain  and  a  constitutional  way. 
If  the  slave  States  will  abandon  the  design,  which  wo  must  infer 
ftam  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  they  have 
already  formed,  will  faithfiilly  abide  by  their  constitutional  obli- 
gations, and  remain  in  the  Union  until  their  rights  are  in  fact 
invaded,  all  will  be  weU.    But  if  they  take  the  responsibility  of 
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involving  the  conntry  in  a  civil  war ;  of  breaking  up  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  which  onr  fatJiers  founded  and  onr  people  love,  bnt  one 
conrse  remains  to  those  wh6  are  true  to  that  Government.  Thejr 
mnst  and  will  defend  it  at  every  sacrifice — ^if  necessary,  to  the 
sacrifice  of  their  lives. 

Mr.  GUTHEEE: — I  came  here  with  my  coUeagnes  repre- 
senting a  Sonthem  State.  I  have  had  fvJl  and  free  conmmnidh 
tion  with  the  people  of  all  portions  of  the  South,  before,  during, 
and  since  the  election  of  the  sixth  of  November,  and  I  state  here, 
that  I  have  never  dreamed  that  there  was  the  slightest  objection 
anywhere  to  the  inauguration  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  To-day  is  the 
first  time  I  ever  heard  the  question  raised,  and  yet  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  such  objection  now  exists. 

It  is  said  that  this  is  not  a  fit  time  to  hold  such  a  conference — 
not  a  suitable  time  to  consider  the  questions  now  before  us.  Is 
there  any  reason  why  we  should  not  consider  the  rights  of  any 
section  of  the  country,  whether  a  President  is  going  out  or 
coming  in  ?  As  one  delegate  I  will  not  consent  to  postpone  the 
action  necessary  to  secure  our  rights  for  any  such  reason  as  this. 

Kow,  as  to  this  question  of  slavery  in  the  Territories.  It  is 
true  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  decided  it  in  favor  of  the  South. 
It  is  equally  true  that  parties  have  repudiated  that  decision  both 
in  platforms  and  on  the  stump. 

When  territory  has  been  acquired  by  the  blood  and  treasure 
of  the  common  Union,  you  cannot  exclude  one  portion  of  the 
eestwia  que  trust  from  its  rights.  The  Supreme  Court  so  decided^ 
and  its  decision  was  just  and  equitable. 

At  the  South,  we  ask  for  our  rights  under  the  CansUtiUion. 
We  say,  let  all  questions  which  affect  or  concern  them  be  decided. 
The  gentleman  fit)m  Massachusetts  says  he  will  not  give  them 
up,  that  his  State  will  not  yield.  Well,  if  this,  is  so,  let  us  go  to 
the  ballot  box.  If  the  question  is  decided  in  the  gentleman's 
favor  there,  we  know  how  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  does  not  understand  this 
question.  He  does  not  understand  why  we  of  the  South  want 
it — why  we  must  have  it  settled.  There  was  a  time  when  the 
embargo  law  threw  our  slaves  out  of  employment.  The  Iforth 
then  contemplated  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Why?  Because 
she  thought  the  Government  wanted  power — ^was  inefficient. 
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Hfow^  there  is  a  sense  of  insecuritj  felt  throughout  the  South. 
Our  property  is  depreciating,  going  down  every  day.  We  feel 
this  want  of  security  very  deeply,  this  want  of  fidth  in  the 
GoTemment  under  which  we  live.    The  South  is  in  agitation. 

Suppose  some  event  should  in  some  way  strike  down  the 
value  of  your  property  at  the  North.  Would  you  not  wish  to 
have  its  securi^  restored !  Would  you  not  call  for  guarantees! 
If  yon  would  not,  you  are  not  men.  This  is  all  we  want ;  all  we 
ask  £>r,  is  security.  There  is  nothing  in  the  territorial  question 
that  we  may  not  settle  by  a  fair  compromise. 

The  commonwealth  of  Yirginia  called  this  Conference  in 
high  patriotism.  I  have  an  earnest  faith  in  her  sincerity  and 
her  purity  in  doing  so.  She  hoped  to  meet  her  sisters  animated 
by  the  same  patriotism — ^that  they  would  join  with  her  in 
granting  the  assurances,  in  giving  the  securities  we  need.  Gen- 
tlamen,  you  can  give  us  these  securities — these  assurances.  We 
shall  then  go  home  and  tell  ou/  people  that  we  can  still  live  on 
tc^ether,  in  security.  Will  it  do  to  say  that  this  cannot  be  done 
before  the  inaguration  of  Mr.  Lincoln  ?  Ko !  No  such  answer 
should  go  to  the  people  of  any  of  the  States — ^no  such  answer 
will  satisfy  them.  Give  us  the  guarantees  here.  We  will  satisfy 
the  people  of  the  whole  nation  as  to  the  appropriateness  of  the 
tame. 

There  is  no  truth  in  the  assertions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  We  are  willing  to  go  before  the  old  common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  with  all  her  glorious  memories,  willing 
to  go  before  New  York  with  her  half  million  of  voters,  confident 
that  both  will  do  us  justice.  Why  stand  between  us  and  the 
people?  At  least,  let  us  ask  their  judgment  upon  our  proposi- 
tions. 

We  come  here  to  confer,  to  propitiate,  not  to  awaken  old 
troubles  and  differences.  If  there  are  such  existing  and  which 
must  be  settled,  why  should  we  not  settle  them  here?  We  all 
wish  to  bring  back  the  seven  States  which  have  left  us ;  we  have 
a  oonmion  interest  in  them.  I  think  they  should  not  have 
deserted  us ;  that  they  should  have  consulted  us  first,  and  then 
there  would  have  been  no  necessity.  If  they  were  here,  their 
presence  surely  would  not  have  weakened  us,  nor  would  their 
presence  have  disturbed  the  North.    We  come  not  here  to  widen 
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our  separation — ^to  drive  them  farther  off.  We  come  to  consult 
together,  to  give  and  receive  justice. 

I  confess  I  am  not  mnch  in  favor  of  the  second  proposition  of 
amendment.  We  must  regard  this  as  a  progressive  country. 
From  fonr  millions  of  people  we  have  risen  to  thirty  miUionsl 
Where  will  we  be  in  eighty  years  more?  There  will  be  in  that 
time  a  great  population  in  onr  now  unsettled  territory— -perhaps 
greater  than  all  our  present  population.  I  thought  the  amend- 
ment  unwise,  but  I  consented  to  it,  for  if  we  would  agree  we 
must  all  yield  something. 

And  now  I  hope,  and  hope  most  earnestly,  that  without 
crimination  or  recrimination  we  shall  vote  in  good  temper  and  in 
good  time,  so  that  our  proposals  may  in  due  time  go  before  Con- 
gress and  before  the  people. 

Do  not  let  us  give  up  to  revolution  anywhere,  in  any  section 
of  the  Union !  Do  not  you  of  the  Nortili  impose  upon  us  the 
necessity  of  fleeing  our  country  f  God  knows  this  same  necesdty 
may  come  to  you  of  the  Korth,  and  sooner  than  you  expect  it. 
If  disruption — ^if  war  must  come,  one-half  your  merchants,  one- 
half  your  mechanics  will  become  bankrupt.  You  are  marching 
that  way  with  hasty  steps.  Kot  one  man,  Korth  or  South,  but 
must  suffer  if  the  sad  conclusion  comes.  Our  products  will  de- 
preciate. Next  year  not  one-half  the  fields  now  whitened  by  the 
rich  growth  of  cotton  will  be  cultivated  if  this  unhappy  contest 
goes  on. 

The  people  of  my  section,  the  people  of  the  South,  are  restlesB 
and  impatient.  They  are  abready  in  the  way  of  revolution — all 
these  influences  are  leading  them  on.  Can  they  remain  quiet 
when  the  fortunes  of  one-half  of  them  are  struck  down  t  Can 
you  at  the  North  remain  quiet  under  like  provocations?  And 
yet  harmony  may  even  yet  be  restored.  All  these  differences 
may  be  settled  harmoniously.   We  believe  they  may  be  settled  now. 

Mr.  TUCK : — ^If  we  should  agree  to  all  your  propositions,  and 
Congress  still  should  not  act  upon  them,  would  not  these  difficul- 
ties be  still  more  complicated  ? 

Mr.  GUTHEIE :— No,  sir  I  No  I  We  would  then  teU  our 
people  that  this  Conference  would,  but  Congress  would  not  do 
any  thing  to  save  the  country.  In  such  an  event  we  would  wait 
for  the  ballot  box  and  a  new  Congress. 
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Mr.  GOODEICH : — ^Permit  me  one  question  to  the  gentle- 
man fix)m  Kentucky.  "Wonld  this  Convention,  in  his  opinion, 
have  been  called  by  Virginia,  if  either  Mr.  Douglas  or  Mr. 
Bkbckesbidob  had  be^n  elected  ? 

Mr.  GUTHEIE :— I  do  not  think  it  wonld  have  been  called 
in  that  event.  Let  me  say,  however,  one  thing  which  escaped 
me.  It  ifl  not  a  divided  Democracy — not  the  existence  of  a  Whig 
party,  bnt  it  is  the  nnion  of  all  discordant  elements  combined, 
whidi  have  brought  the  abolitionists  into  power,  which  has  pro- 
duced this  sense  of  insecurity  in  the  South.  It  is  their  combined 
power  which  the  people  of  the  South  feel,  and  which  they  wish 
to  guard  against. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND : — ^I  feel  bound  to  say  to  all  here  present, 
lliat  unless  this  debate  stops  now,  we  might  as  well  go  home.  I 
have  pondered  much  upon  the  remark  of  my  worthy  friend  from 
Kentucky,  that  if  we  could  not  do  good  here,  at  least  we  ought 
iwtto  do  harm.  Why  should  we  do  any  thing  to  aggravate  these 
tmbippy  circumstances?  Let  us  not  widen  our  dissensions ;  let 
us  do  nothing  to  postpone  or  destroy  the  only  hope  we  have  for 
ibe  settlement  of  our  troubles. 

Let  us  be  gentle  and  pleasant.  Let  us  love  one  another.  Let 
HB  not  try  to  find  out  who  is  the  smartest  or  the  keenest.  Let  us 
▼ote  soon,  and  without  any  feeling  or  any  quarrelling. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^I  fear  from  some  remarks  that  have  been 
made  during  this  discussion,  that  not  only  my  motives,  but  the 
tenna  in  which  I  have  expressed  them,  have  been  misapprehend- 
ed I  have  been  untrue  to  every  purpose  of  my  mind,  if  I  have 
Sfoken  with  any  bitterness  or  acrimony.  I  thought  it  was  my 
duty  to  be  plain — at  the  same  time  temperate  though  emphatic. 
I  thought  I  had  been  so.  Nothing  is  farther  from  my  purpose 
than  the  irritation  of  any  section,  much  less  of  any  member  here. 
Kost  assuredly  I  did  not  intend  to  create  dissension  or  to  give 
die  slightest  occasion  for  personal  feeling  or  recrimination. 

The  PEESIDENT  finding  it  necessary  to  leave  the  Confer- 
« ence,  now  called  Mr.  Alkxandeb  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  CLEVELAOT) : — ^I  did  not  mean  to  stir  up  anybody. 
I  want  to  settle  these  unhappy  points  of  difference  here.  I  want 
to  settle  them  to-day,  now,  tiis  very  hour.  Suppose  we  do  not 
MtUe  them  I    Does  not  bcurder  war  follow?  does  not  civil  war 
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oome?  I  speak  to  all  of  yon,  both  Korth  and  South.  What 
becomes  of  yonr  property  in  such  a  case?  Who  wants  to  stake 
it  all  on  snch  a  hazard?  We  settled  this  question  once  isMj^ 
and,  as  everybody  thought,  finally.  That  was  in  1850,  Why 
was  not  that  settlement  permitted  to  stand?  Kothing  but  the 
ambition  that  has  sent  so  many  angels  down  to  hell  could  have 
ever  brought  it  up  again. 

It  is  too  late  to  bring  charges  agamst  either  section  now — 
too  late  to  bring  charges  against  individuals.  The  queatbn  now 
before  us  is, — ^Which  is  tiie  way  to  lead  the  country  out  of  her 
present  danger?  We  want  faith  and  good  works — ^these  alone 
will  do  it.  If  these  fail,  we  have  no  hope  elsewhere.  I  am  in 
fiftvor  of  the  propositions  of  amendment  submitted*  These  we 
can  stand  upon  throughout  the  land.  The  people  will  adopt 
them.  In  the  name  of  all  that  is-  good  and  holy  let  ua  aetUe 
these  differences  here. 

Why  talk  about  territory  to  be  acquired  hereafter  ?  Weh&Te 
just  the  same  title  to  it  tiiat  the  devil  had  to  theierritoiy  he 
offered  our  Saviour  on  a  certain  remarkable  occasion— just  the 
same  title,  at  all  events,  no  better.  For  Heaven's  sake,  gentle- 
men, let  us  act  for  the  good  of  the  country  1  let  us  give  to  every 
section  its  rights — ^to  every  man  his  rights,  and  let  this  be  re- 
membered through  all  time  as  the  Convention  of  Patriots  which 
sacrificed  every  selfish  and  personal  consideration  to  save  the 
country  1 

Mr.  GOODEICH : — ^I  wish  to  make  one  remark  to  the  Con- 
ference, and  especially  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  Much 
is  said  here  about  equal  rights.  We  have  always  believed  in  that 
doctrine.  We  believe  this  to  be  a  country  of  equals.  We  went 
into  the  last  Presidential  contest  as  equals — ^and  as  such  we 
elected  Mr.  Lincoln.  Kow,  when  we  have  the  right  to  do  60, 
we  wish  to  come  into  power  as  equals — ^with  that  superiority  only 
which  our  majority  gives  us.  When  we  are  in  power  and  dia- 
turb  or  threaten  to  disturb  the  rights  of  any  portion  of  the  Union, 
then  ask  us  for  security,  for  guarantees,  and  if  need  be  yon  shall 
have  both.  How  would  you  have  treated  us  if  we  had  come  to 
you  with  such  a  request  at  the  commencement  of  any  Democratio 
administration  ? 

Mr.  LOGAN : — I  want  to  refer  the  report  of  the  majority. 
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and  the  sabetitate  proposed  by  the  minority,  back  to  the  com- 
mittee. I  believe  that  it  is  better  to  have  action  npon  all  these 
qnestions  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  question  now  is, 
not  which  section  of  the  Union  is  suffering  most — all  sections  are 
suffering ;  all  are  feeling  the  influence  of  this  agitation ;  all  look 
with  fear  and  trembling  to  the  future ;  all  desire  a  speedy  and  a 
peaceful  conclusion  of  our  differences. '  K  we  cannot  settle  them 
here — if  we  cannot  induce  Congress  to  submit  our  propositions 
of  amendment  to  the  people,  then  I  pray  from  my  heart,  I  hope 
and  believe,  that  our  friends  in  every  section  will  wait  patienUy 
until  these  propositions  can  go  before  the  State  Legislatures  and 
xecdye  proper  consideration  there. 

The  PRESIDENT  here  stated  the  proposition,  to  refer  the 
reports  of  the  majority  and  the  minority  of  the  committee  back 
to  the  committee,  with  instructions. 

Several  members  objected  to  the  motion,  declaring  it  not 
in  order. 

The  motion  was  thereupon  withdrawn. 

The  PRESIDENT : — The  question  recurs  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  insert  the  word 
^present''  before  the  word  territories,  in  the  first  line  and  the 
fifth  line  of  the  propositions  of  the  amendment  to  the  Clonstitu- 
tion  submitted  by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  without  a  count  of  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  first  section  of  the  majority  report,  after  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment,  is  as  follows : 

AsTiOLB  1.  In  aU  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States,  not  em- 
braced within  the  limits  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  grant,  north  of  a  line  from 
•art  to  west  on  the  parallel  of  86**  80'  north  latitude,  inyolontary  servi- 
tad€^  except  in  pmiishment  of  crime,  is  prohibited  whilst  it  shall  be  nnder 
a  Tentorial  Govemment ;  and  in  all  the  present  territory  south  of  said  line, 
the  slatas  of  persons  owing  service  or  labor  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be 
cbanged  by  law  while  snch  territory  shall  be  nnder  a  Territorial  GoTemment ; 
and  neither  Congress  nor  the  Territorial  Government  shall  have  power  to 
hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  to  said  territory  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  in- 
Tolimtarj  servioe,  within  the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws  or  nsages 
of  the  State  from  which  snch  persons  may  be  taken,  nor  to  impair  the  rights 
•riiing  ont  of  said  relations,  which  shall  be  subject  to  Judicial  cognixanoe  in 
the  Federal  Courts,  according*  to  the  common  law ;  and  when  any  territory 
north  or  sonth  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Congress  may  prescribe, 
ahall  contain  a  population  required  for  a  member  of  Congress,  according  to 
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the  then  Federal  ratio  of  representation,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  govemment 
be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  eqnal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  with  or  without  inyolontary  service  or  labor,  as  the  Oonatito- 
tion  of  snch  new  State  maj  provide. 

Mr.  BOMAIT : — ^I  move  that  when  this  Conference  adjonm, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  at  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN :— I  move  an  adjonmment  of  the  Coxk- 
ference. 

Mr.  EOMAN : — ^Is  not  my  motion  first  in  order? 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont. 

The  motion  to  adjonm  was  put  and  carried. 
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TWELFTH   DAY. 
WABHiifGTOK,  Tuesday,  Februa/ty  19^,  1861. 

Thb  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  eleven 
o'clock. 

The  proceedmgs  were  opened  with  prayer. 

The  Jonmal  was  read  by  Assistant  Secretary  Puleston,  and, 
after  sundry  amendments,  was  approved. 

Mr.  SUMMERS: — ^The  Committee  on  Credentials  have  receiv- 
ed and  considered  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Francis  Granger,  of  Kew 
Tork,  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  delegation  from  that  State, 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Addison  Gardiner.  They 
are  satisfisu^ry,  and  if  no  objection  is  made,  the  list  of  delegates 
from  New  York  will  be  altered  accordingly. 

1Tb  objection  was  made,  and  Mr  Granger's  name  was  added 
to  the  list  of  delegates  from  Kew  York. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— I  ask  now  that  the  resolution  limiting 
the  time  to  be  occupied  by  each  member  in  debate  be  taken  up. 
I  have  become  satined  that  unless  we  place  some  restrictions,  in 
this  respect,  upon  the  discussions,  we  shall  occupy  much  more  time 
than  we  wish  to  have  expended  in  that  way.  The  session  of  the 
present  Congress  will  soon  terminate.  Our  labors  will  be  useless, 
QnleBS  we  submit  the  result  of  them  to  Congress  in  time  to  secure 
the  approval  of  that  body.  The  propositions  will  be  debated  there, 
and  that  debate  must  necessarily  occupy  time.  I  am  sure  no 
gentleman  wishes  to  defeat  the  main  purpose  of  the  Conference  by 
dday.     The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

B/miUtd^  That  in  the  discussions  which  may  take  place  in  this  Oonyention 
iqKm  any  qnestion,  no  memher  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  thirty 


Mr.  DAVIS : — ^I  move  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting 
<0f»  minutes  instead  of  Umiy  minutes. 
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Mr.  FIELD : — ^Is  it  seriously  contemplated  now,  after  gentlo- 
men  upon  one  side  Lave  spoken  two  or  three  times,  and  at  great 
length — after  the  questions  involved  in  the  committee's  reporti 
have  been  thoroughly  and  exhaustively  discussed  on  the  part  of 
the  South — and  when  only  one  gentleman  from  the  Korth  has 
been  heard  upon  the  general  subject,  to  cut  us  off  from  all  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  our  views  ?  Such  a  course  will  not  help  your 
propositions. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL: — ^Massachusetts  will  never  consent  to 
this. 

Mr.  WIOKLIFFE :— If  we  cannot  get  Massachusetts  to  hdp, 
us,  we  will  help  ourselves.  We  got  along  without  her  in  the  war 
of  1812 ;  we  can  get  on  without  her  again.  The  disease  ex- 
ists in  the  nation  now.  It  is  of  no  use,  or  rather  it  is  too  late  to 
talk  about  the  cause,  we  had  much  better  tiy  to  core  the 
disease. 

Mr.  FIELD : — ^New  York  has  not  occupied  the  time  of  the 
Conference  for  three  minutes.  Kentucky  has  been  heard  twioOi 
her  representative  speaking  as  long  as  he  wished.  I  insist  upon 
the  same  right  for  Kew  York.  I  insist  upon  the  discussion  of 
these  questions  without  restriction  or  limitation. 

Mr.  DODGE : — ^I  wish  to  speak  for  the  commercial  inteorestB 
of  the  country.    I  cannot  do  them  justice  in  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  MOEEHEAD,  of  North  Carolina:— I  am  very  deorouB 
to  reach  an  early  decision,  and  yet  I  do  not  quite  like  to  restrict 
debate  in  this  way.  Suppose,  after  holding  one  morning  sea- 
sion,  we  have  another  commencing  at  half-past  seven  in  the 
evening? 

Mr,  CARKUTHEES :— We  have  come  here  for  the  purpoae 
of  dcting  ;  not  to  hear  speeclies.  There  is  no  use  in  talking  OTer 
these  things ;  our  minds  are  all  made  up,  and  talking  will  not 
change  them.  I  want  to  make  an  end  of  these  discussions.  I 
move  that  all  debate  shall  close  at  three  o'clock  to-day,  and  that 
the  Conference  then  proceed  to  voto  upon  the  propositions  b^ 
fore  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN : — The  object  which  brought  us  together  I  pre- 
sume we  shall  not  disagree  about.  We  came  here  for  the  pnp- 
pose  of  consultation  over  the  condition  of  the  countiy.  If  this 
is  true,  nothing  but  harm  can  come  from  these  limitations  upon 
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^fiberiy  of  speeeh.    The  qaestioiiB  before  ng  are  the  most  im- 
])Qrtttit  that  could  possiblj  arifie.    Before  our  present  (Jonstitu- 
tion  was  adopted  it  was  discussed  and  examined  in  Convention 
fir  more  than  three  months.    We  are  now  practically  making  a 
new  Constitution.    Though  we  as  members  differed  widely  when 
we  came  here,  I  think  progress  has  been  made  toward  onr  ul- 
timate agreement.    I  think  the  general  effect  of  our  discussions 
is  to  bring  us  nearer  together.    I  think  our  acquaintance  and 
our  association  as  members  lead  to  the  same  end. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  says  that  we  have  come  here 
to  heal  disease.  I  don't  quite  agree  with  him  as  to  the  disease. 
I  differ  widely  from  him  as  to  the  proper  method  of  treating  it. 
He  seems  disposed  to  apply  a  plaster  to  the  foot,  to  cure  a  disease 
in  the  head.  If  these  debates  should  continue  for  a  week,  the 
time  would  not  be  lost,  the  effect  would  be  favorable.  We  should 
have  more  fSedth  in  each  other,  a  more  kindly  feeling  would  be 
produced.  Do  not  let  us  hurry.  You  msLj  force  a  vote  to-day, 
but  the  result  will  satisfy  none.  Such  a  course  will  give  good 
ground  for  dissatisfaction.  You  may  even  carry  your  proposi- 
tions by  a  majority,  but  what  weight  will  such  a  vote  have  in 
Congress  oi'  with  the  people  t 

Mjp.  CHITTENDEN :— We  who  represent  smaller  States  in- 
tend  to  be  very  modest  here,  but  you  will  need  our  votes  when 
you  seek  to  place  new  and  important  limitations  upon  a  Consti- 
totioii  with  which  we  are  now  satisfied.  I  will  answer  for  one 
State,  and  tell  you  that  she  will  not  listen  to  a  proposition  that 
comes  to  her  with  a  taint  of  suspicion  about  it.  K  you  will  not 
allow  her  representatives  to  participate  in  the  examination  and 
discuasiou  of  these  propositions  here,  her  people  will  reject  them 
without  discussion,  if  they  are  ever  called  to  act  on  them.  She 
has  not  occupied  the  time  of  this  Conference  for  one  minute  upon 
the  general  subject.  She  may  not  wish  to  do  so.  I  submit 
whether  it  is  wise  for  you  to  cut  off  her  right  to  be  heard  here,  if 
■he  chooses  to  exercise  it. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH:— I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
DfiBBee,  that  we  came  here  to  act  and  not  to  talk.  We  have  had 
talking  enough,  perhaps  too  much  already.  I  have  drawn  up  a 
resolution  whidi  I  think  covers  the  whole  subject,  I  move  its 
adoption.    The  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 
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JSsaohedj  That  this  Oonvention  will  hold  two  sesdoiui  daily,  yia^  teem  ten 
o'clock,  JL.  M.,  to  four  o'clock,  p.  m.  ;  and  from  eight  to  ten  o'dook,  p.m.  ;  and 
that  no  motion  to  acyonm  prior  to  said  hours  of  four  and  ten,  p.  v.,  shall  be 
in  order,  if  ohjeclion  be  made ;  and  that  on  Thursday  next,  at  twelve  o'dook^ 
noon,  all  debate  shall  cease,  and  the  Convention  proceed  to  vote  npoii  the 
questions  or  propositions  before  them  in  their  order. 

The  President  commenced  a  statement  of  the  yarious  propo- 
sitions relating  to  the  snbject  now  pending,  when  Mr.  Alezandbb 
moved  to  lay  the  whole  snbject  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  laj  on  the  table  was  negatived  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : — ayes,  48 ;  nays,  54. 

Mr.  GOODEICH : — I  call  for  the  division  of  the  qnestion. 

The  PEESIDENT :— So  many  motions  have  been  made  that 
it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  decide,  by  the  roles  of  Farliamentaiy 
law,  which  is  in  order. 

I  will  divide  the  questions  as  follows : 

1st.  Will  the  Conference  hold  two  sessions  daily? 

2d.  Shall  the  debate  be  closed  on  Thursday  at  twelve  o'clock  t 

8d.  Shall  each  member  be  limited  to  ten  minutes  in  the  dis- 
cussion? 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Missouri : — I  hope  the  questions  will  be 
decided  affirmatively. 

Mr.  CIIASE : — ^It  appears  to  me  that  we  can  arrange  this 
whole  subject  without  serious  difficulty.  If  Mr.  Wickuffb  will 
adhere  to  his  resolution,  and  the  other  proposals  are  withdrawn, 
we  can  then  proceed.  If  any  gentleman  finds  it  necessary  to 
ask  for  an  extension  of  his  time,  it  will  no  doubt  be  grant^  .to 
him.  Mr.  Eandolph's  proposition  exacts  too  much  labor.  .  I 
think  the  Conference  had  better  limit  the  time  of  each  member. 
I  am  opposed  to  fixing  a  time  for  terminating  the  discussioiL  It 
will  not  be  agreeable  to  many  who  may  be  cut  off.  It  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  rules  we  have  already  adopted.  I  hope 
we  shall  not  be  compelled  to  vote  on  the  questions  one  by  one, 
and  I  will  suggest  to  Mr.  Eandolph  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  that  his  resolution  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HOPPEN: — ^I  hope  the  resolution  will  pass  as  it  is. 
We  have  come  here  to  act.  "We  are  all  ready  to  take  the  vote 
now.  The  sooner  we  vote  the  better.  There  is  every  necessitj 
for  prompt  action. 
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lb.  MOBEHEAD :— If  the  proposition  had  emanated  from 

toother  qnarter,  I  shonld  feel  at  liberty  to  urge  its  adoption.    As 

hk^  I  would  pay  the  highest  respect  to  it    I  r^ret  extremely 

to  hesT  the  talk  abont  ridea  in  this  Conference.    I  came  here  to 

act  for  the  Union — ^tiie  whole  Union.    I  recognize  no  sides — ^no 

party.    If  any  come  here  for  a  different  purpose  I  do  not  wish  to 

act  with  them ;  they  are  wrong.    I  hope  from  my  heart  that  we 

can  all  yet  live  together  in  peace ;  bnt  if  we  are  to  do  so  we  mnst 

act)  and  act  speedily. 

Kr.  Chase  again  stated  his  proposition. 

Kr.  CRISFIELD:— If  I  understand  rightiy,  the  question 
ahoold  be  on  striking  ont  the  latter  danse  of  the  resolution,  so 
M  to  perfect  it  and  make  it  meet  the  case.  I  make  the  point 
and — 

Mr.  RANDOLPH:— I  think  the  gentieman  from  Maryland 
jflri^t 

Mr.  ALEXANDER; — ^I  desire  to  ask  whether  a  resolution 
to  aapetsede  the  motion  to  adjourn  is  in  order  t 

The  PRESIDENT:— I  think  the  question  should  first  be 
taken  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  last  clause  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  STOCKTON:— If  the  Conference  felt  as  I  do,  it  would 
at  once  establish  such  peremptory  orders  as  would  bring  a  speedy 
termination  to  this  whole  business.  Upon  what,  let  me  ask  gen- 
tlemen, does  the  salvation  of  the  Union  depend  at  this  moment? 
What  is  it  alone  that  prevents  civil  war  now  ?  I  answer,  it  is  the 
MBsion  of  this  Convention — ^this  august  Convention  I  We  stand 
in  the  presence  of  an  awftd  danger !  We  feel  the  throes  of  an 
earthquake  which  threatens  to  bring  down  ruin  on  the  whole 
magnificent  fabric  of  our  Gk>vemment !  Is  it  possible  that  we 
ahould  BufiTer  this  ruin  to  take  place?  Would  it  not  impeach  the 
wisdom  and  good  sense  of  our  day  and  generation  to  permit  the 
ediiioe  which  our  fitthers  constructed — ^to  crumble  to  pieces  ?  No  I 
Allow  countrymen,  it  is  necessary  that  we,  by  trusting  in  God, 
who  guided  our  ancestors  through  the  stormy  vicissitudes  of  the 
Bevolution,  should  this  day  resolve  that  the  Union  shall  be  pre- 
•ervedl 

In  the  execution  of  that  resolve  let  us  unfold  a  new  leaf  in 
our  national  histoiyi  and  write  thereon  words  of  peace.  Peace 
8 
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or  war  is  in  our  hands — an  awful  alternative  I  Peace  alone  is 
the  object  of  our  mission ;  to  restore  peace  to  a  distracted  oountiy. 
I  have  spent  my  whole  life  in  the  service  of  my  coimtiy.  I  love 
the  people  of  every  State  in  it.  They  have  been  under  my  com- 
mand and  I  have  been  under  theirs.  I  know  them,  and  I  Imow 
that  this  Union  can  never  be  dissolved  without  a  straggle.  WiD 
you  hasten  the  time  when  we  shall  b^in  to  shed  each  other's 
blood  f    No  1  gentlemen,  no  1 

There  seems  to  be  but  one  question  which  gives  us  any  difll- 
culty  in  adjusting.  That  is,  about  the  right  of  the  South  to  take 
their  slaves  into  the  territories.  Is  it  possible  that  we  can  pei^ 
mit  this  Union  to  be  broken  up  because  of  any  difference  on  tiuli 
a  question  as  this?  Better  that  the  territories  were  buried  in 
the  deep  sea  beyond  the  plummet's  reach,  than  that  they  should 
be  the  cause  of  such  a  deplorable  result. 

But  it  is  not  the  value  of  the  territories  which  is  in  dispute; 
it  is  not  whether  the  North  or  the  South  shall  colonize  them,  be- 
cause, as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  said,  that  though 
the  territory  south  of  86°  80'  had  been  ten  yeans  open  to  South- 
ern colonization,  only  twenty-four  slaves  had  be^  introduced 
into  it.  No,  the  real  question  is,  whether  pride  of  opinion  ahaU 
succumb  to  the  necessities  of  the  crisis. 

The  Premier  of  the  incoming  administration  has  declared 
that  parties  and  platforms  are  subordinate  to,  and  must  disappear 
in  the  presence  ol^  the  great  question  of  the  Union.  This  gives 
me  hope.  Let  him  and  his  friends  act  upon  that,  and  this  Con- 
ference can  in  six  hours,  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  hit 
political  Mends,  adjust  such  terms  of  settlement  as  will  save  the 
Union. 

The  Boman  Curtius  offered  himself  as  a  sacrifice  to  save 
Bome,  when  informed  by  the  oracle  that  the  loss  of  his  li& 
would  save  his  country.  We  are  now  in  greater  danger  than 
Bome  was  then ;  but  is  there  no  Curtius  for  our  salvation  t  We 
are  not  called  upon  to  give  up  life,  property,  or  honor,  but  to 
concede  justice  and  equal  rights  to  our  Southern  brethren.  We 
only  want  the  courage  to  yield  extreme  opinions.  What  power, 
after  victory,  revises  to  lower  the  lofty  terms  which  were  asserted 
on  the  eve  of  the  battle  for  the  sake  of  peace  ?  But  the  BepubU- 
cans  say,  shall  we  surrender  the  fruits  of  victory  to  the  vanquish- 
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ed  t    I  answer,  how  are  you  to  enjoy  yonr  fruits  without  pacifi- 
cation!   You  expected  to  govern  the  whole  country.    You  aspired 
to  the  control  of  the  whole  empire.    Without  peace  you  will  not 
succeed  in  establishing  possession  of  that  magnificent  country 
which  your  predecessors  governed,  but  you  will  govern  a  little 
more  than  half  of  it,  and  with  that  you  have  to  provide  for  war. 
It  is  easy  to  dispose  of  the  threatening  attitude  of  the  South 
by  denouncing  it  as  a  rebdlion — as  treason.    It  is  idle  to  disguise 
ibe  danger.    The  revolt  of  a  whole  people,  covering  a  territory 
equal  to  half  of  Europe,  is  a  revolution.    You  cannot  dwarf  the 
movement  by  stigmatizing  it  as  treason.    Its  magnitude  and  pro- 
portions make  the  sword,  and  not  the  law,  its  arbiter.  Is  it  possi- 
ble that  people  can  be  so  infatuated  as  to  contemplate  the  use  of 
the  sword  to  conquer  secession !    Will  you  hasten  the  time  when 
we  shall  begin  to  shed  each  other's  blood !    Coerce  I  force  fifteen 
States  1    Why,  you  cannot  force  New  Jersey  alone !    Force  the 
South  t     They  won't  stop  to  count  forces — neither  side  can  be 
frightened.    Don't  think  of  it.    You  cannot  frighten  either,  no 
more  than  the  hero  could  be  frightened  whom  the  Boman  poet 
bas  immortalized.    Suppose  after  the  expenditure  of  a  thousand 
millions  you  shall  have  stopped  dismemberment  and  subjugated 
the  South,  what  is  to  become  of  the  country  then  ?  what  is  to  be- 
oome  of  the  army  and  its  chie&  who  have  conquered  f    When 
As  Long  Parliament  had  murdered  Charles,  subdued  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  and  compelled  the  deference  of  all  Europe,  they  sup- 
posed they  would  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  victories.    They  began 
to  discuss  the  expenses  of  the  army,  and  the  expediency  of  its  re- 
dnction*    They  had  hardly  commenced  when  Cromwell  entered 
Westminster  Hall  and  turned  out  the  Bepublican  party  of  that 
day.    The  whole  country,  tired  of  war,  crouched  under  the  iron 
W  of  the  Puritan  soldier.    The  Bepublican  party  of  England 
iQocombed ;   Cromwell  died ;  his  son  resigned  the  Protectorate, 
^  the  Bepublican  party  of  England  rose  to  the  surface  and  made 
its  Isst  struggle  for  its  power.    General  Monk  and  his  army  ap- 
pofiched  London,  and  Parliament  with  servility  waited  the 
pleasure  of  the  army.    The  army  declared  for  the  King,  and  the 
King  was  restored. 

When  men  meet  to  save  the  country,  they  must  be  prepared 
to  give  up  every  thing — ^to  give  their  lives  if  necessary.    How 
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can  men  stop  for  party  platforms  when  tiheir  conntiy  is  in  danger  t 
But  will  the  oonntry  consent  to  be  dragged  into  civil  war  to  main- 
tain the  Chicago  Platform  ?  It  will  not.  That  Platform  waa 
erected  npon  a  perishable  foundation.  In  the  language  of  the 
New  York  Senator,  it  must  "  disappear." 

I  appeal  to  the  brotherhood,  to  the  fraternity  of  the  Korth. 
My  friends,  peace  or  war  is  in  your  hands.  You  hold  tha  keys 
of  peace  or  war.  You  tell  us  not  to  hasten  in  this  matter.  But 
you  do  not  realize  the  facts — ^no  one  does.  It  is  said  that  the 
South  challenges  and  invites  war.  Ko  such  thing.  The  mad  ac- 
tion of  South  Carolina  does  not  truly  represent  the  South.  There 
are  disunionists  South  as  well  as  Korth.  It  is  the  duty  of 
patriotic  men  to  checkmate  the  disunionists  of  both  sections.  By 
a  proclamation  of  war,  we  shall  effectually  play  into  the  handi 
and  gratify  the  disunionists  of  both  extremes.  Civil  war  consoli- 
dates the  South  as  a  imit  for  disunion.  The  gallant  southeni 
men  who  have  so  nobly  battled  for  the  Union  against  great  odds^ 
will  then  be  overpovirered  and  forced  into  the  ranks  of  the  defenden 
of  the  South.  While  the  South  will  thus  be  undivided  and  stand 
in  solid  phalanx,  what  will  be  our  condition  here  at  the  North  t 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  Union  men  of  the  Democracy  of 
of  the  Korth  will  stand  by  and  see  the  country  plunged  into  civfl 
war  to  maintain  the  Chicago  Platform  ?  Will  they  acquieeoe 
in  the  demolition  of  this  Union  by  these  means,  when  it  can  be 
preserved  by  peace  ?  No,  sir !  Do  you  talk  here  about  regi- 
ments for  invasion,  for  coercion — ^you,  gentlemen  of  the  North! 
You  know  better ;  I  know  better.  For  every  regiment  raised 
there  for  coercion,  there  will  be  another  raised  for  resistance  to 
coercion.  If  no  other  State  will  raise  them,  remember  New  Je^ 
sey.  The  Eepublican  leaders  of  the  North,  with  hot  haste,  have 
worked  through  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  resolutions 
of  a  belligerent  character,  offering  the  military  power  of  those 
States  to  the  Government  to  subdue  the  South.  Did  the  people 
of  the  North  authorize  those  Legislatures  to  make  any  such  ten- 
ders ?  Would  the  people  of  the  North  sanction  any  such  ne- 
farious policy  ?  I  know  well  the  enormous  bribe  with  which  th» 
Bepublican  leaders  would  seduce  the  North  into  fratricidal  war* 
The  expenditure  of  uncounted  millions,  the  distribution  of  epau-- 
lets  and  military  commissions  for  an  army  of  half  a  million  of 
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^Hiy  the  iwiTnenfle  patronage  involved  in  the  letting  of  army  con- 


^^— vto,  the  inflation  of  prices  and  the  rise  of  propertj  which  would 
^^)]ow  the  excessive  issue  of  paper  money,  made  necessary  by  the 
-^Viah  expenditure; — ^these,  indeed,  are  the  enormous  bribes 
^^liich  the  Bepublican  party  offers. 

Sow  arrogant  it  is  for  the  Bepublican  leaders  to  tender  the 
mflitATy  power  of  their  States  I    Who  gave  them  or  their  States 
anthoiitj  to  raise  armies}     For  national  purposes  the  whole 
militia  of  the  Union  is  subject  to  Congress.    Congress  alone  has 
power  to  -declare  war  and  to  call  out  the  militia,  and  Con- 
grees  ean  only  call  upon  the  militia  to  suppress  insurrection  or 
repel  invasion.    Pause,  gentlemen  I    Stop  where  you  are  I    You 
will  bring  strife  to  your  own  doors,  to  your  very  hearthstones — 
Uoodjy  disheartening  strife.    War  will  be  in  your  own  homes, 
unong  your  own  families.    Under  ordinary  circumstances  you 
would  hesitate.    If  the  question  was  about  tariff,  you  woxdd  hes- 
itate and  look  at  the  awfiil  consequences.    That  l^ere  is  a  diver- 
dty  between  us  is  very  true.     What  of  it  ?    It  lies  in  a  nutshelL 
We  can  fix  it  in  aminute,  if  you  will  be  calm  and  act  like  brothers. 
The  only  question,  as  I  understand  it,  for  I  have  thought  and 
itudied  upon  it,  is  this :    You  of  the  !N'orth  will  not  yield  to  the 
South  the  small  privilege  of  taking  their  slaves  into  the  territo- 
ries of  the  common  Union.   You  will  not  give  them  a  fair  chance 
irith  yon,  even  «n  the  Government  property — the  territories. 
When  the  territories  become  States  they  will  have  to  take  care  of 
themselves.     You  cannot  theorize  slave  soil  into  free  soil,  nor 
fieeversA.    Am  I  not  right?    Does  the  South  ask  any  control 
or  power  over  these  territories  after  they  have  become  States! 
Ho,  gentlemen ;  the  South  demands  no  such  thing.    It  is  not  de- 
numded  by  her,  and  never  will  be.    All  I  ask  for  the  South,  and 
all  die  asks  for  herself^  is  this :    Let  us  be  free  to  come  with  our 
i^Tes  into  all  your  territories,  and  hold  them  there  until  the  ter- 
ritory is  made  up  into  States. 

I  have  shown  that  if  peace  be  not  secured,  the  uprising  of  the 
Bonih  would  be  a  revolution,  and  cannot  be  treated  as  mere  insur- 
rection. The  bravado,  therefore,  of  offering  armies  to  the  Gov- 
ctmnent,  can  only  have  the  effect,  at  this  crisis,  of  preventing  a 
P^aoefol  adjustment  Against  all  such  demonstrations  we  must 
&  our  faces  like  flint    Peace  we  must  have.    The  Union  can 
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only  be  preseryed  by  peace.  The  South  aaks  no  more  thta 
Korth  idll  concede,  if  die  people  of  the  Korthcan  exprees  their 
timents.  The  South  only  Bsk^  for  equal  rights,  and  to  bi 
alone.  For  thirty  years  she  has  asked  no  more.  The  South 
soon  present  its  cause  in  an  authoritative  shape.  Their  convenl 
will  soon  declare  their  propositions.  Let  the  Korth  be  prep 
to  consider  them  in  conventions  representing  their  people  fii 
If  this  is  done,  there  is  no  doubt  the  present  crisis  will  pass  n 
out  danger.  Until  time  for  these  results  can  be  taken,  let  * 
like  demonstrations  be  resisted.  Let  the  Government  abi 
from  collision,  even  with  South  Carolina.  Thereisasmuchoflc 
ty  to  the  Union  at  the  South  as  anywhere.  It  has  only  disappe 
in  the  presence  of  danger  which  threatened  their  doiQestic  tnui< 
lity,  their  safely,  and  their  honor.  Let  the  hostile  attitude  w 
the  Korth  assimied  at  Chicago  give  place  to  the  recognitioii  oi 
rights  of  the  South,  and  we  shall  see  an  outburst  of  loyalty  U 
Union  throughout  the  entire  South,  like  that  which  welcome 
old  England  its  constitutional  sovereign  after  a  long  and  Vk 
civil  war,  forced  upon  the  English  people  by  the  Puritans, 
the  spirit  of  the  same  fanatic  intolerance  which  has  caused 
present  troubles. 

Intelligent  citizens  should  abandon  platforms  and  stand  V| 
peace.  Peace  with  all  nations  has  been  the  master  policy, 
has  elevated  our  coimtry  to  its  present  condition  of  power 
prosperity.  Do  not  let  us  sacrifice  peace,  and  suffer  violence 
discord  to  usurp  its  reign.  We  have  a  magnificent  future  ii 
can  only  preserve  the  Union  as  our  fathers  constructed  it.  U 
it  lasts  there  is  a  great  light  in  the  firmament  in  which  all 
walk  in  security,  hope,  and  happiness.  It  is  a  light  reachin| 
down  the  depths  of  faturity  cheering  and  guiding  the  step 
our  children.  It  is  a  light  shiuing  to  the  remotest  comer  of 
earth — ^raising  up  the  down-trodden  and  illuminating  the  he 
of  the  victims  of  oppression.  But  let  that  light  be  now  eclij 
go  out  in  blood  and  darkness,  and  the  hopes  of  mankind 
forever  blasted. 

Gentlemen,  will  you  not  consider  ?  Shall  we  not  settle 
question  here,  and  not  trouble  the  rest  of  the  Union  with 
We  will  settle  it  fairly  and  squarely.  It  is  too  small  a  matt< 
get  mad  about — ^to  set  about    destroying  the  Union.     ^ 
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quarrel  over  snch  a  simple  questdonf  Ko,  gentlemen,  you 
shall  not  do  it  I  am  going  to  talk  to  jon  as  individuals— aa 
men — as  patriots.  I  know  too  many  of  you  and  too  much  about 
yoo.  You  love  your  country  too  well  to  destroy  her  for  such  a 
cause.  You  are  too  patriotic.  The  K<»ili  wiU  never  dissolve 
this  Union  on  any  such  pretexts.  You  cannot  destroy  your 
country  for  that.  You  love  it  too  much.  I  call  on  you,  Wads- 
w<unH  and  Kino,  Field  and  Chasb  and  Mosbill — as  able  men, 
IS  Iffothers — as  good  patriots — ^to  give  up  every  thing  else  if  it  is 
necessaiy,  to  save  your  country.  But  we  don't  ask  you  to  give 
vp  any  thing  in  the  way  of  principles. 

Kow  that  Chicago  Platform  of  yours  i^  a  nice  paper.  It  has 
many  good  things  in  it.  But  it  must  not  control  this  question. 
Yoa  can  keep  that  platform  and  save  your  country:  but  you 
must  save  your  countiy.  Shall  we  go  into  war  upon  this  little 
question  about  the  Territories.    Ho  I    Ko !  I 

Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  possible  for  the  ex- 
periment of  self-government,  with  eveiy  possible  inducement  to 
preserve  our  country,  we  must  not  give  it  up.    The  years  of  civil 
war  which  will  succeed  dismemberment  of  the  Union  will  cause 
tme  men  to  seek  refuge  and  security,  firom  military  despotism,  in 
maaie  other  country.    Some  Osesar  or  Napoleon  will  spring  from 
the  vortex  of  revolution  and  war,  and  with  his  sword  cleave  his 
way  to  supreme  command.    K  all  history  is  not  a  failure,  and  if 
mankind  are  now  what  they  have  always  been,  such  will  be  the 
&te  of  free  government  in  tiie  United  States,  in  the  event  of  war. 
Shall  we  bring  such  a  catastrophe  upon  us  to  vindicate  the 
CShicago  Platform?    No !  the  American  people  will  rise  in  their 
omnipotence  and  trample  into  dust  the  man  who  dared  to  put  in 
jeopardy  this  Union,  in  order  to  maintain  such  demagogism. 
Away  with  parties  and  platforms  and  every  thing  else  which 
would  obstruct  the  free  and  patriotic  efforts  now  making  for  the 
salvation  of  the  Union.    It  shall  not  be  destroyed.    I  tell  you, 
friends,  I  am  going  to  stand  right  in  the  way.    You  shall  not  go 
borne ;  you  shall  never  see  your  wives  and  families  again,  until 
you  have  settled  these  matters,  and  saved  your  good  old  coun- 
try, if  I  can  help  it.     Spread  aloft  the  banner  of  stripes  and 
itars,  let  the  whole  country  rally  beneath  its  glorious  folds, 
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with  no  other  dogan  on  their  lips  but  the  nnanimonB  cary,  Thx 
IJkiok^  rr  kust  bb  Pbbsebved  I 

Mr.  GRANGES : — ^New  Jersey  has  addressed  New  York  bb 
though  she  supposed  the  delegation  from  that  State  to  be  united 
in  its  opinions,  and  its  action.  Let  me  set  the  gentleman  him- 
self and  the  Conference  right  on  that  point  at  the  commencement. 
The  members  composing  that  delegation  do  not  agree ;  very  &st 
from  it.  The  vote  of  that  del^ation  hitherto  has  been  deteov 
mined  by  a  majority  only;  a  majority  reduced  to  the  yeiy 
smallest  point  possible  now,  since  the  delegation  is  ftilL  It  may 
be  said  ^at  New  York  voted  at  the  last  Presidential  electioa 
against  us  by  a  majority  of  fifty  thousand ;  but  let  me  assure  you 
that  if  the  noble  propositions  of  the  majority  of  your  committee^ 
which  I  read  for  the  first  time  yesterday,  could  be  submitted  to 
them,  the  people  of  New  York  woxdd  adopt  them  by  even  a 
larger  majority. 

These  are  noble  propositions ;  they  are  worthy  the  eminent 
and  patriotic  committee  from  which  they  have  emanated.  They 
present  a  fair  and  equitable  basis  for  the  adjustment  of  our  difB- 
culties ;  they  are  a  shield  and  a  sure  defence  against  the  dangers 
which  threaten  us.  They  are  such  as  the  people  expect  and  such 
as  they  want.  They  know  that  the  politicians  who  have  brought 
the  country  to  the  verge  of  ruin  can  be  trusted  no  longer,  ^e 
time  has  come  when  they  must  act  for  themselves.  Be  assuied, 
gentlemen,  they  will  do  so. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  last  election  in  New 
York,  for  it  has  been  widely  misrepresented  and  misunderstood. 
How  did  we  go  into  that  canvass  ?  Upon  what  principles  was  it 
conducted!  What  representations  were  made)  I  am  one  of 
the  men  who  have  struggled  to  meet  and  oppose  this  Bepubliean 
party  from  the  outset — to  avert,  if  possible,  the  adoption  of  its 
pernicious  principles  by  the  people  of  New  York.  I  took  my 
stand  upon  the  Compromise  of  1850,  and  separated  myself  po- 
litically from  all  men  who  could  not  stand  with  me  on  tiiat  plat- 
form. We  struggled  on  until  that  Compromise  was  adopted  by 
the  Baltimore  Convention. 

The  Kansas  bill  was  introduced  at  a  most  fatal  hour.  It  waa 
distasteful  to  the  whole  country ;  satisfactory  nowhere.    In  due 
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time  the  Charleston  Convention  was  assembled,  and  the  Demo- 
cratic party  was  broken  up  forever. 

What  next!  Next  came  the  Chicago  Convention.  It  may 
have  been  conducted  with  dignity,  and  it  nominated  a  candidate. 
I  differ  widely  from  that  candidate  in  my  principles  and  my 
policy.  And  yet  I  believe  in  him  although  I  opposed  his  elec- 
tion. I  would  trust  his  Kentucky  blood  to  the  end,  if  all  else 
fiuled.  I  think  he  is  honest.  I  have  no  idea  that  he  will  permit 
the  policy  of  his  administration  to  be  controlled  by  the  hot- 
headed zealots  who  have  been  so  conspicuous  in  the  last  canvass. 
I  expect  to  see  him  call  to  his  council  board,  cool,  dispassionate, 
iad  conservative  men ;  not  men  who  are  driven  to  the  verge  of 
insanity  upon  this  question  of  slavery.  \ 

What  next?    The  Baltimore  Convention  was  held.    The 

tragedy  was  consummated ;  the  contest  was  ended.    The  mere 

scuffle  to  secure  the  control  of  the  Convention  which  ended  in 

its  division,  has  brought  the  country  into  all  its  present  difficul- 

tiefi.    If  that  Convention  had  presented  to  the  people  a  good 

conservative  Democrat,  there  were  seventy-five  thousand  good 

old  line  Whigs  who  would  have  buckled  on  their  armor  and 

todd  have  won  the  battle  for  him. 

When  the  Southern  papers  began  to  threaten  disunion  because 
laooLK  did  not  suit  the  South,  I  was  not  one  who  abused  or 
denounced  them.  I  knew  the  temper  of  some  of  the  politicians 
nithe  free  States.  I  knew  the  action  of  the  South  was  not  im- 
pdrive.  I  knew  there  was  a  reason  for  it.  They  said  their 
^iisl  was  to  be  rendered  worthless — their  property  to  be  de- 
"tioyed,  and  their  country  made  desolate.  God  forbid  that  I 
^onld  chide  them  for  thinking  so  I 

The  Northern  mind  is  in  some  respects  very  different  from 
fte  Southern.  It  is  not  started  by  slight  scratches,  but  strike  the 
towd  deep,  and  there  is  a  purpose  in  it  that  nothing  can  conquer 
Ofrestrain.  The  people  of  the  North  will  carry  that  purpose 
uito  execution,  with  a  power  as  fierce  as  that  of  the  maddest 
Aifaliy  of  South  Carolina.  The  rowel  was  struck  deep  and  the 
consequences  were  not  considered. 

Subjects  have  been  introduced  into  this  discussion  which  I 
^nld  have  been  glad  to  have  avoided,  which  it  would  have 
W  better  every  way  to  have  avoided.    The  gentleman  from 
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Virginia  has  referred  to  the  Johk  Bbown  invasioiL    That  is  one 
of  those  Bubjects.    He  spoke  of  the  feeling  at  the  North  regard- 
ing insurrections.    I  assure  jou  that  the  North  regarded  the  ior 
yader  in  that  case  as  a  foe  in  your  homes — ^uncurbed  and  unxe- 
strained — a  terrible  enemy.    I  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  although  too  many  instances  among  extreme  men 
may  have  been  found  of  attempts  to  justify  that  invasiony  audi 
was  not  the  general  feeling  at  the  North.    Those  instances  were 
rare  exceptions ;  and  because  they  were  so  few  and  so  exceptiona], 
acquired  a  d^ree  of  notoriety  and  received  a  degree  of  attentioiL 
to  which  they  were  never  entitled.    Such  instances  as  these  hav^ 
always  served  to  prejudice  the  South  improperly  against  th^ 
North.    Men  are  too  much  given  to  forming  opinions  of  na  fionft. 
the  intemperate  acts  of  a  few  meddling  men. 

How  do  we  stand  at  the  present  moment  in  this  reapect* 
You  will  fihd  a  few  men  among  us,  even  now,  rash  enough  to 
say,  ^^  Let  these  Southern  slaveholders  go.  The  ^  nigger'  will 
rise  upon  them  and  cut  their  throats  I  "  The  action  of  such  men, 
I  admit,  gives  some  color  and  justification  to  your  chaxgea  and 
prejudices  against  the  whole  Northern  people. 

I  agree  with  you,  gentlemen,  that  this  is  now  a  question  of 
peace  or  war.  I  believe  it  to  be  so  from  my  very  souL  The 
I  North  has  been  much  to  blame  in  bringing  it  upon  us.  What 
has  been  the  language  used  at  the  North  f  Men  have  used  snoh 
expressions  as  this,  '^  The  South  secede  2  Why,  you  can't  kick  out 
the  South."  And  men  who  knew  no  better  believed  the  statement 
to  be  true.  I  appeal  to  northern  men  to  say  whether  this  has 
not  been  so.  I  myself  thought  four  States  would  go,  but  I  be- 
lieved secession  woxdd  stop  there.  We  had  more  to  hope  firom 
Louisiana  than  from  any  other  Gulf  State.  She  has  gone,  and 
has  now  taken  up  a  most  offensive  and  threatening  position. 
Virginia  to-day  is  in  more  danger  of  immediate  secession  than 
Louisiana  was  a  few  short  months  ago. 

My  friend  from  New  Jersey  says  that  if  this  Convention  doea 
not  prevent  it,  there  must  be  war.  I  agree  with  him.  War  I 
what  a  fearful  alternative  to  contemplate?  War  is  a  fearful  ca- 
lamity at  best,  sometimes  necessary  I  admit,  but  always  terrible. 
It  cannot  come  to  this  country  without  a  fearful  expenditure  of 
blood  and  treasure.    It  will  leave  us,  if  it  leaves  us  a  nation  at 
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aiD,  with  an  awfol  legacy  of  widows'  teai-B— of  the  blighted  hopea 
of  orphans — ^with  a  catalogue  of  suffering,  misery,  and  woe,  too 
long  to  be  enumerated  and  too  painful  to  be  contemplated*    For 
God's  sake !  let  such  a  fate  be  averted  at  any  cost,  from  the  coun- 
try.   If  it  comes  at  all,  it  will  be  such  a  war  as  the  world  never 
saw.    War  is  commonly,  and  almost  universally,  between  nations 
fixreign  to  each  other — ^whose  individuals  are  strangers  to  each 
other,  and  whose  interests  are  widely  separated.    But  we  are  a 
nation  of  brothers,  of  a  common  ancestry,  and  bound  together  by 
a  thousand  memories  of  the  past — a  thousand  ties  of  interest  and 
blood*    It  will  be  a  war  between  brothers — ^between  you  who 
'    oome  to  us  in  summer,  and  we  who  visit  you  in  winter.    It  will 
be  a  war  between  those  who  have  been  connected  in  business — 
associated  in  pleasures,  and  who  have  met  as  brothers  in  the  halls 
of  l^islation  and  the  marts  of  commerce.    Save  us  from  such  a 
wart    Let  not  the  mad  anger  of  such  apeoplebe  aroused.  And, 
gentlemen,  if  war  comes  it  must  be  long  and  terrible.    You  will 
see  both  parties  rise  in  their  majesty  at  both  ends  of  the  line. 
ISiey  will  slough  off  every  other  consideration  and  devote  them- 
selves, with  terrible  energy,  to  the  work  of  death.    Oh  ye  1  who 
bring  such  a  calamity  as  this  upon  this  once  happy  country! 
Pause,  gentlemen,  before  you  do  it,  and  think  of  ^e  fearfu  lac* 
cauntability  that  awaits  you  in  time  and  in  eternity. 

Butl  am  here  to  answer  for  the  State  of  New  York;  the 
Empire  State  and  the  people  of  the  Empire  State.  I  have  never 
been  classed  with  the  rash  men  of  that  State  who  have  aided  in 
bringing  about  this  condition  of  things.  I  will  not  be  classed 
^  with  those  who  now  thrust  themselves  between  the  Empire  State 
«nd  those  glorious  propositions  of  your  committee.  They  are  in 
the  smallest  possible  majority  even  in  our  delegation.  All  I  ask 
tt,  that  we  may  have  the  judgment  of  the  people  upon  these  prop- 
ortions, and  I  will  be  answerable  for  the  rest ;  and  these  gentle- 
men who  rely  upon  the  fifty  thousand  (50,000)  majority  of  last 
November,  will  have  a  fearful  waiting  for  of  judgment.  Fifty 
thousand  majority !  Who  does  not  know  how  that  majority  was 
mide  up  I  It  was  not  a  majority  upon  the  question  of  slavery 
it  alL  It  came  in  this  wise :  The  opposite  party  was  divided 
ttid  distracted.  The  Bepublican  party  united  all  sorts  of  discord- 
ant elements ;  men  voted  for  Mr.  LmcoLK  from  a  great  variety 
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of  motiyefi.  Some,  becatuse  they  wanted  the  HomeBtead  Iaw; 
some  becatuse  they  wanted  a  change  in  the  Tariff;  and,  gentlemeiii 
let  me  assure  yon,  there  were  more  men  who  voted  for  Mr.  Lor- 
ooLN — solely  on  account  of  the  Tariff— than  would  have  made  19 
this  fifty  thousand  majority.  I  know  the  people  of  New  Yoi^ 
and  I  know  I  can  answer  for  them  when  I  say,  Give  us  these  fidr 
and  noble  propositions  and  we  will  accept  them  with  an  onik 
nimity  that  will  gratefully  surprise  the  nation. 

How  does  the  nation  stand  to-day  ?  Look  at  Kansas  t  She  is 
a  State  and  yet  in  b^gary.  She  is  stretching  out  her  hands  to 
us  for  relief.  We  have  relieved  her  for  the  time,  but  she  will 
need  more  aid  again.  The  whole  country  is  excited  and  agitated* 
The  press,  North  and  South,  is  ftill  of  misrepresentation  and  vitu- 
peration. Sections  are  arrayed  against  each  other.  Men  fear  to 
trust  each  other.  The  very  air  is  full  of  anxiety  and  apprehen- 
sion. Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  miserable  condition  of  the  country. 
The  nation  is  in  great  peril.  Its  interests,  its  institutions,  its 
property,  are  aU  in  great  and  common  peril.  Paralysis  has  sds- 
ed  upon  the  whole  country.  In  vain  now  shall  we  argue  about 
causes.  The  effect  is  upon  us.  Business  is  stagnated.  Those 
who  have  capital  do  not  dare  to  move  it.  But  we  here  must  do 
something.  Mr.  LmooLN  is  coming,  and  all  along  the  route  the 
people  are  doing  him  honor.  But  that  triiunphal  march  ii 
insignificant  compared  with  the  anxiety  felt  throughout  the  coun- 
try that  this  Convention  shoxdd  agree  upon  some  plan  that  will 
save  the  Government  and  the  Union. 

In  one  thing,  under  other  circumstances,  I  would  agree  with 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Boftwell)  from  Massachusetts.  Had  the 
border  States  elected  their  members  of  Congress,  I  would  wait 
But  the  elections  in  the  border  States  are  yet  to  be  held.  And 
upon  what  idea  ?  Why,  sir,  upon  the  idea  that  their  whole  in- 
terests and  their  whole  property  are  in  danger.  Aspiring  and  dan- 
gerous men  will  go  before  an  excited  people  fiill  of  anxiety  and 
uncertainty  for  the  future,  and  by  them  be  elected  instead  of  the 
sound,  wise,  and  conservative  gentlemen  usually  selected  to  repre> 
sent  those  States.  Those  elections  would  be  a  mad  scene  of  as- 
persion and  vituperation.  I  cannot,  I  will  not  trust  them.  Rather 
give  me  in  those  States  the  glorious  results  of  years  gone  by. 

I  say,  and  I  am  proud  to  declare  here,  that  I  had  no  assoda- 
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turn  with  the  dominant  party  in  the  old  Empire  State  at  the  last 
election.  I  stnick  every  other  name  from  the  ticket|  except  thoee 
who  Yoted  for  Bell  and  Everett  Glorions  names !  which  received 
the  triumphant  endorsement  of  the  mother  of  Presidents — ^the 
grand  old  commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

Sometimes  I  meet  with  men  who  teU  me  what  is  going  to  be 
done.  They  talk  of  retaking  forts  now  held  by  seceded  States 
by  force,  of  restoring  things  to  their  former  condition,  as  they 
wonld  about  sending  a  vessel  for  a  cargo  of  oranges  to  Havana. 
But  they  forget  that  the  next  administration,  like  the  philosopher 
who  wonld  move  the  world  with  a  lever,  has  no  holding  spot — no 
place  whereon  to  stand.  It  is  one  thing  to  hold  a  fort  where  yon 
have  it,  but  quite  another  thing  to  take  it  when  held  by  the 


Who  can  magnify  the  importance  of  this  Conference  to  all 
the  n&tion  I    It  is  the  most  important  ever  held  in  this  country. 
It  holds  the  key  of  peace  or  war.    The  eyes  of  the  whole  peo- 
ijjie  are  turned  hopefully  upon  it.    By  every  consideration  that 
should  move  a  patriot,  let  us  agree.    Let  us  act  for  the  salvation 
of  our  common  countiy.    I  came  here  veiy  unexpectedly  to  my- 
k1£    Long  withdrawn  from  political  circles,  living  in  compara- 
tive retirement,  at  peace  with  the  world  and  myself,  I  would 
haye  preferred  to  remain  there;  but  when  I  heard  of  my  appoint- 
ment as  a  delegate  to  this  Conference,  I  felt  it  my  du^  to  come 
here  and  say  these  few  things  to  you. 

And  now  let  me  close  by  again  assuring  you,  that  if  all  you 
ttkof  New  York  is  the  adoption  of  the  propositions  which  X  heard 
here  yesterday  as  the  propositions  of  a  majority  of  your  commit- 
tee, New  York  wiU  do  you  justice.  She  will  answer  "  Yes  ''  by 
i  most  triumphant  majority — a  majority  compared  with  whidi 
iQj  heretofore  given  will  seem  insignificant  h  I  will  occupy  time 
no  fiurther.  There  is  much  which  I  would  add,  but  this  is  a  time 
k  action  and  not  for  words. 

Mr.  RUFFIN : — ^There  are  few  members  of  this  Conference 
vho  attend  its  sessions  with  greater  interest  than  myselfi  I  pre- 
nme  that  we  have  come  together  influenced  by  various  oonsider- 
ituma.  There  are  some,  I  have  no  doubt,  who  do  not  desire  the 
preaervation  of  the  Union — ^who  do  not  care  for  the  safety  of 
the  Qovemment  which  our  fiftthers  founded.    They  may  not  avow 
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their  pnrpoBes,  the j  may  even  conceal  them  under  Bpecioiu  wardsi 
but  their  purpose  will  be  disclosed  when  we  see  them  arrayed 
against  all  projects  of  settlement — all  measures  to  quiet  the  ex- 
isting excitement.  Others  maj  think  there  is  no  necessitjr  for  any 
action  at  aU,  may  think  so  honestly.  But  let  me  assure  tbem 
they  are  mistaken — sadly  mistaken. 

Now,  I  do  not  care  what  motives  influence  others.  It  is  of  no 
consequence  to  me  what  their  designs  or  purposes  may  be,  I  have 
no  concealment  and  no  deception.  I  came  here  for  a  pnipoae 
which  I  openly  and  distinctly  avow.  I  proclaim  it  here  and 
everywhere.  I  will  labor  to  carry  it  into  execution  with  all  the 
strength  and  ability  which  my  advanced  years  and  enfeebled 
health  have  left  me.  Teams  to  maintain  amd  preMrve  this  gUri- 
ous  Oovernmentl  I  cams  hsre  for  Union,  amd  peaoel  (Ap- 
plause.) 

My  health  is  such  that  if  I  could  avoid  it,  I  would  not  mingia 
in  this  discussion.  I  would  not  say  one  word,  if  I  did  not  know 
perfectly  well  that  life  or  death  to  my  part  of  the  country  was  in- 
volved in  the  action  of  this  Conference.  If  gentlemen  felt  as 
as  deeply  as  I  do,  they  would  deprecate  as  I  do  the  introductiofli 
of  party  or  politics  into  this  discussion,  or  the  slightest  reference 
to  them.  Of  what  importance  is  party,  compared  with  the  great 
questions  involved  here  ?  Parties  or  men  may  go  up  or  down, 
and  yet  our  country  is  safe.  But  such  Conferences  as  this^  in 
such  emergencies  as  the  present,  must  act,  if  our  country  is  to 
be  saved.  Let  us  discard  politics  and  party — ^let  us  be  brethren 
and  friends. 

A  gentlemen  asked  yesterday  whether  the  Convention  would 
have  been  called,  if  a  Democrat  had  been  elected  President 
Certainly  not.  But  considerations  of  a  party  character  would 
not  have  prevented  it.  The  true  necessity  that  called  us  here,  is 
that  a  President  has  been  elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  a  new 
and  strong  party  is  coming  into  power,  which  our  people  believe 
entertain  views  and  designs  hostile  to  our  institutions.  Do  not 
understand  me  as  charging  the  fact  upon  the  new  Government. 
Perhaps  I  might  say  that  I  do  not  believe  it  myself. 

But  that  will  not  answer.  Our  people  are  agitated  and  ex- 
cited, and  we  have  come  here  to  tell  you  all,  with  sorrow  in  our 
hearts,  that  if  you  will  not  do  something  to  restore  a  confidenoe 
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ihst  is  ahaken,  we  are  rained,  and  we  mnst  see  this  noble  Gk>y- 
enunent  go  down. 

We  ask  jou  for  new  constitutional  guarantees ;  and  what  are 
the  propositions  we  make  f    Is  there  any  thing  in  them  which  jon 
cannot  grant  ?    Is  there  any  thing  which  it  woxdd  be  dishonorable 
for  yon  to  yield  f    You  reply  to  us,  that  you  will  consent  to  call  a 
conyention  to  discuss  and  adjust  matters.    That  will  not  do.    We 
most  act  on  the  existing  state  of  facts.  Seven  States  are  already  in 
rebellion — in  revolution  I  I  don't  care  which  you  caU  it ;  either  word 
is  bad  enough.    Tennessee  and  Korth  Carolina  already  form  four- 
teen hundred  miles  of  what  is  virtually  a  frontier.    We  are  now 
the  border  States ;  we  are  to  be  the  tiieatre  of  war,  if  it  comes. 
The  slave  property  we  speak  of  will  be  in  stiU  greater  peril  than 
it  is  now.    Now  think  of  these  things,  and  tell  us  whether  we 
*  can  wait  for  all  this  complicated  machinery  of  a  convention  to  be 
pat  into  operation.    At  the  very  shortest,  it  will  take  three  or 
&Qr  years  to  accomplish  any  thing. 

But  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  says  he  does  not  wish  to  do 
any  thing  at  all ;  that  the  North  is  under  duress,  and  her  people 
would  despise  themselves  if  they  acted  under  duress.  No !  no  I 
This  is  not  true  in  any  sense.  We  respect  the  people  of  the 
Korth  too  much  to  attempt  to  drive  them,  or  to  secure  what  we 
need  by  threats  or  intimidation.  We  want  the  aid  of  the  people 
cf  Uassachusetts,  and  we  will  appeal  to  their  sense  of  right  and 
justice. 

I  believe  that  these  propositions,  if  adopted,  will  not  only 
M&fy  and  quiet  the  loysJ  States  of  the  South,  but  that  they  wiU 
bring  back  the  seven  States  which  have  gone  out.  I  must  be 
&iDk  and  outspoken  here.  We  cannot  answer  for  these  States. 
Ve  cannot  say  whether  they  will  be  satisfied.  But  we  can  even 
rtind  their  absence.  We  can  get  on  without  them,  if  you  wiU 
pfe  us  what  will  quiet  our  people,  and  what  at  the  same  time 
win  not  injure  you. 

Gentlemen,  we  of  North  Carolina  are  not  hostile  to  you; 
ire  are  your  friends — ^brothers  in  a  common  cause— citizens  of  a 
common  country.  We  are  loyal  to  our  country  and  to  our  Con- 
■titntion.    We  lose  both  of  them,  unless  you  will  aid  us  now. 

As  for  me,  I  am  an  old  man.  My  heart  is  very  frill  when  I 
look  upon  the  present  unhappy  and  distracted  condition  of  our 
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aSiEurs.    I  was  bom  before  the  present  Constitution  was  adoptedL 
May  God  grant  that  I  do  not  outMve  it.    I  cannot  address  jac 
on  this  subject  without  manifesting  a  feeling  which  fills  mj  hcttib 
Let  me  assure  jou,  in  terms  as  strong  as  I  can  make  then^ 
that  we  cannot  stand  as  we  are ;  that  unless  yon  will  do  booiq 
thing  for  us,  our  people  will  be  drawn  into  that  mad  career  of  open 
defiance,  which  is  now  opening  so  widely  against  the  Goyemment 
All  I  ask  of  you  is  to  let  these  propositions  go  to  the  people- 
to  submit  them  at  once  to  their  conventions,  and  not  wait  the  ao 
tion  of  the  Legislatures  of  all  the  States.    We  want  the  popnlir 
voice — ^the  decision  of  the  people,  and  the  whole  people ;  and  if  it 
is  to  avail  us  at  all,  we  must  have  it  at  once  and  speedily. 

Mr.  KOYES  : — ^I  did  not  design  to  trespass  upon  the  time  of 
the  Conference  at  this  stage  of  the  debate.  But  statements  hm 
been  made  upon  this  fioor  to-day  which  I  cannot  permit  ftr  a ' 
single  hour  to  remain  unanswered.  I  should  be  recreant  to  my 
conscience,  and  especially  to  my  State,  if  I  did  not  answer  them 
here  and  now. 

I  came  here  for  peace,  prepared  to  do  that  justice  to  every 
section  of  the  Union  which  woxdd  secure  peace — ^prepared  to  gt 
to  the  farthest  limit  which  propriety  and  principle,  and  my  oUi 
gations  to   the  Constitution,  woxdd  permit  me,  to  satisfy  om 
southern  friends.    I  did  not  wish  to  commit  myself  to  any  thin^ 
until  I  had  patiently  seen  and  heard  all  that  was  to  be  said  and 
proposed.    Even  now  I  regret  that  this  incidental  HiHAmffi^^n 
upon  a  subject  entirely  collateral  has  arisen.    How  thorou^y 
it  shows  the  idleness  and  folly  of  attempting  to  limit,  or  trammel| 
or  hamper  discussion  upon  ^e  general  questions  which  are  p» 
sented  for  cm  action  I 

Sir,  I  speak  for  Kew  York  I  Not  New  York  of  a  time  gODO 
by  I  Not  New  York  of  an  old  fossiliferous  era,  remembered  only 
in  some  chapter  of  her  ancient  history,  but  young,  breathings  liv- 
ing New  York,  as  she  exists  to-day.  Full  of  enterprise,  patriot* 
ism,  energy — ^her  living  self,  with  her  four  millions  of  people^ 
among  whom  there  is  scarcely  to  be  found  a  heart  not  beating 
with  loyalty  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Government. 

In  behaJf  of  that  New  York,  the  one  and  only  one  alive  noWy 
I  propose  to  reply  to  some  of  the  statements  made  here  by  one  of 
her  representatives. 
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In  the  name  of  the  popular  voice  of  that  State,  recently  uttered 
in  tones  that  I  supposed  any  one  could  understand,  I  tell  you, 
gentlemen  of  this  Conventiou,  beware  of  false  prophets.  This 
dojfj  the  Scripture  is  ftdfilled  among  you.  [Pointing  to  Mr. 
Gkastgeb.]  "  A  prophet  is  not-without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country,  and  in  his  own  house  I " 

New  York  must  stand  upon  this  floor,  and  upon  every  other 
floor,  as  the  peer  of  every  other  State.  Her  representatives  must 
have  the  same  rights  as  any  other — ^and  they  must  be  treated 
like  any  other.  K,  in  her  judgment.  New  York  ought  not  to 
give  her  assent  to  these  propositions,  that  assent  shall  not  be 
given ;  it  can  never  be  secured  by  threats  or  intimidations.  She 
must  have  the  same  rights  as  any  other  State,  certainly  the  same 
lights  as  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  STOCKTON : — ^I  am  sure  the  gentleman  is  mistaken ; 
I  said  nothing  intended  as  a  threat  or  an  intimidation. 

Mr.  NOYES :— Well,  let  me  say  it  once  for  all.  New  York 
will  yield  nothing  to  intimidation. 

Now,  what  is  the  question  which  has  led  to  this  most  extra- 
ordinary discussion  ?  It  is  simply  whether  debate  shall  be  ham- 
pered, or  practically  cut  off,  by  short  limitations  as  to  time,  after 
one  section  has  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its  views. 

Virginia  has  called  this  Conference  together.  We  thought 
she  had  no  right  to  do  so,  and  that  no  possible  good  could  come 
from,  her  doing  it.  But  we  waived  all  considerations  of  that  kind, 
mnd  upon  her  invitation  we  came  here. 

She  asks  us  to  consider  new  and  important  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  alterations  pf  our  fandamental  law ;  and  in  the  same 
breath  we  are  told  that  we  must  not  discuss  thent— that  we  must 
take  them  as  they  are  offered  to  us,  without  change  or  alteration. 

We  take  time  to  make  treaties.  We  do  not  even  enter  into 
private  contracts  without  taking  time  for  consideration  and  re- 
flection. We  have  been  here  a  little  more  than  a  week.  The 
greater  part  of  that  time  has  been  occupied  by  the  committee 
in  preparing  these  propositions.  The  discussion  has  scarcely 
conmienced.  I  submit  to  the  Conference,  is  it  kind,  is  it  gener- 
<m8,  is  it  proper  to  stop  here  ?    Is  it  hest  to  do  so  ? 

Mr.  WICKUFFE :— The  gentleman  seems  to  think  my 
t^lution  was  aimed  at  the  delegation  from  New  York.  That 
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is  not  tme  in  any  sense.  I  did  not  wish  to  cut  off  debate  at  alL 
I  thought  we  might  economize  time  and  still  have  debate  enou^ 
to  satisfy  everybody. 

Mr.  NO  YES  : — ^I  believe  I  perfectly  understand  your  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^I  have  agreed  to  support  the  resolution,  and. 
must  fftihere  to  my  agreement. 

Mr.  NO  YES  : — ^Personally  I  might  be  in  favor  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  half-hour  rule,  for  I  think  I  coxdd  say  all  I  desire  to 
say  in  relation  to  these  propositions  within  that  time.  I  have 
certainly  no  desire  that  this  discussion  should  be  unreasonably 
protracted.  But  such  limitations  are  always  embarrassing.  Other 
gentlemen  do  not  wish  to  have  them  imposed.  Mr.  Fdcld 
objects  to  them;  and  if  gentlemen  really  think  they  need 
more  time,  I  think  it  ungenerous  not  to  yield  to  their  wishes. 
And  I  insist  that  such  a  course  is  least  calcxdated  to  promote 
conciliation.  The  more  free  and  full  you  make  this  discussion, 
the  more  will  your  results  find  favor  elsewhere.  It  has  been  my 
belief  from  the  beginning,  that  by  careful  comparison  of  our 
views,  by  a  discussion  of  all  our  points  of  difference,  we  should, 
in  the  end,  come  to  an  agreement.  I  had  hoped  that  such  smiti- 
ments  would  have  universally  prevailed,  and  that  no  desire  would 
be  shown  to  force  the  action  of  any  delegation.  I  am  willing  to 
say  for  myself  that  if  the  thirty  minute  rule  oe  adopted  I  will 
give  way  at  once. 

But  I  must  proceed  to  notice  some  statements  which  have 
been  urged  here  as  reasons  why  we  must  adopt — 

Mr.  FIELD : — "Will  my  colleague  yield  to  me  for  one  mo- 
ment? I  have  a  communication  to  make  which  I  think  will 
make  every  lover  of  his  country  in  this  Conference  rejoice.  It 
is  news  from  a  slaveholding  State.  It  shows  that  her  heart  beats 
true  to  the  Union. 

Missouri  has  just  elected  delegates  to  a  convention  to  consider 
the  questions  now  agitating  the  Country.  I  hold  in  my  hands  a 
telegram,  stating  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  delegates 
elected  are  true  Union  men. 

The  PKESIDENT :— I  will  assume  it  to  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  Conference  that  the  telegram  be  read. 

Mr.  FIELD  then  read  the  telegram  announcing  that  Union 
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del^atoB  to  the  Convention  in  Missonri  had  been  elected  by 
heavy  majorities.  The  announcement  was  received  with  mu^ 
applause. 

Mr.  NOTES  : — ^This  news  is  indeed  cheering.  It  is  au  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  depth  to  which  love  for  our  country  has 
struck  into  the  hearts  of  its  people — another  inducement  to  make 
us  agree — another  reason  why  we  shoxdd  not  be  led  off  upon 
£BJfie  issues. 

The  Constitution  has  provided  the  only  proper  way  in  which 
amendments  may  be  made  to  it.  If  these  methods  are  followed, 
amendments  will  be  thoroughly  discussed  and  considered,  and 
they  will  not  be  adopted  unless  the  interests  of  the  nation  shall 
be  found  to  require  their  adoption. 

The  State  of  Virginia  seeks  to  precipitate  action ;  to  secure 
these  vital  changes  in  our  ibndamental  law  in  a  manner  unknown 
to  it,  and  in  a  manner  which,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  not  advisable 
to  adopt  I  make  no  complaint  of  Virginia.  It  is  the  right  and 
privil^e  of  any  State  to  make  such  a  request,  but  it  is  none  the 
less  unconstitutional. 

Shall  we  be  told  that  Virginia  cannot  wait,  that  her  people 
are  so  impatient  that  they  will  not  give  the  country  time  to  con- 
sider these  important  changes  in  its  form  of  Government  ?  Why 
should  there  be  such  indecent  haste?  Why  not  wait  a  week — 
a  month, 'and  even  six  months,  if  that  time  is  necessary?  Be 
asenred,  gentlemen,  that  no  substantial  alteration  of  the  ftmda- 
inental  law  of  this  Government  will  ever  be  made  until  it 
lias  been  discussed  and  considered  by  the  Press  and  the  people 
in  all  its  details.     The  thing  is  impossible ! 

I  have  a  few  words  to  say  for  New  York,  as  I  said  in  the 
<»mmencement — for  the  New  York  of  the  present  day.  Where, 
I  ask,  is  the  gentleman's  (Mr.  Granger)  warrant  of  attorney  to 
speak  for  the  people  of  that  State  ?  Where  is  the  evidence  upon 
vMch  he  founds  the  assertion  which  he  makes  on  this  floor  that 
New  York  will  adopt  the  propositions  to  which  he  refers  ?  Let 
me  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  political  principles  of  the 
people  of  New  York  do  not  sit  thus  lightly  upon  their  conscience^. 
They  gave  a  heavy  republican  majority  at  the  last  Presidential 
election,  not  because  they  were  carried  away  upon  collateral 
isBQes,  but  because  the  principles  of  the  Chicago  Platform  met 
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their  approval — ^becauBe  thej  thought  the  time  had  come  when 
the  destimes  of  this  nation  should  no  longer  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  men  who  would  use  them  only  to  promote  the  interests  of  one 
section  of  the  Union.  Do  not  mistake,  sir,  the  effect  of  that 
great  demonstration !  The  people  of  New  York  were  in  earnest ; 
thej  went  into  the  election  with  a  strong,  determined  purpose^ 
and  it  is  too  late  now  to  misconstrue  or  misunderstand  that  pur- 
pose. They  were  not  influenced  by  collateral  issues.  Their 
action  was  upon  the  great  principles  involved.  They  believed 
that  the  platform  of  the  Eepublican  party  embodied  the  true 
principles  upon  which  the  Government  eJiould  be  conducted, 
and  they  said  so.  You  will  find  that  their  minds  are  to-day  un- 
changed. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  the  result  of  recent  elections  shows 
that  a  change  in  their  minds  has  taken  place ;  that  it  indicates  a 
strong  wish  on  their  part  for  conciliation  and  peace.  Sir,  I  deny 
that  such  a  change  has  taken  place.  There  may  have  been  alight 
changes  in  a  few  cities  where  the  whole  power  and  strength  of 
the  Democratic  party  has  been  put  forth.  But  the  country,  upon 
the  great  issues  before  it,  is  unchanged.  The  county  of  St  Iaw- 
rence  has  just  elected  every  Eepublican  candidates  for  super* 
visor.  In  other  counties,  nearly  the  same  unanimity  prevails. 
The  great  heart  of  the  country  is  still  loyal  and  Eepublican. 

And,  sir,  these  threats  of  dissolution  will  all  react  against 
you.  They  operated  in  the  Presidential  election  only  in  one 
way.  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  threats  gave  Mr.  LiNOOLir  five 
thousand  votes  in  New  York  City  alone.  The  people  are  sick  of 
them.  They  know  that  if  they  once  yielded  to  them,  they  would 
be  forced  to  do  so  again.  They  do  not  like  these  insinuations 
against  the  Government  involved  in  the  propositions  made  here. 
If  you  wish  them  to  be  considered  favorably  by  the  people  of 
New  York,  you  must  send  them  out  free  fix)m  all  suspicion  of 
duress  or  intimidation ;  you  must  permit  them  to  be  examined, 
discussed,  and  dissected  here,  by  the  representatives  of  New 
York  and  of  every  other  State.  I  am  opposed  decidedly  to  cut- 
ting off  or  limiting  these  discussions.  Let  all  parties  be  heard ; 
give  them  time,  and  time  enough,  to  deliberate,  and  the  result 
will  be  peace  and  harmony  to  the  country. 
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Mr.  EIVES :— I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  answering  some  of  the 
observations  of  the  gentleman  from  K" ew  York ;  and  first  of  all 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  about  the  motives  and  purposes  of  Virginia 
in  calling  this  Convention.  She  has  called  this  Convention  to- 
gether because  she  believed  it  would  exert  a  powerful  influence 
for  the  safety  and  honor  of  the  country,  and  the  perpetuity  of  its 
institutions.  She  is  met  in  limine  with  the  reproach  that  her 
action  is  unconstitutionaL    How  unconstitutional  ? 

Is  not  our  Government  based  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people  ?    Is  not  that  the  idea  upon  which  this  Government  rests? 
And  when  the  people  act,  are  they  to  be  told  that  their  action  is 
unconstitutional  or  improper?    Cannot  Virginia  and  her  people, 
acting  through  their  representatives,  suggest  the  means  of  amend- 
ment or  improvement  in  our  Constitution  to  Congress? — the 
Congress  which  represents  the  people,  and  whose  members  are 
servants  only  of  the  people  ?    Can  she  not  call  together  a  con- 
vention of  this  kind  and  suggest  measures  to  be  considered  by  it 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  an  imperilled  country  ?    Virginia  knew 
well  that  this  was  to  be  an  advisory  Conference  merely.    She  in- 
vited commissioners  &om  all  the  States  to  come  here  and  present 
their  views,  to  compare  and  discuss  them,  to  devise  measures  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country,  in  the  same  way  that  any  assemblage  of 
the  people  may  lawfully  do.  Has  the  gentleman  looked  into  the  his- 
tory of  our  present  Constitution  ?   Virginia  did  the  same  thing  pre- 
vious to  the  adoption  of  that  Constitution,  which  she  is  doing  now. 
Some  State  must  invite  a  Conference,  if  one  is  to  be  had.    K 
it  was  proper  that  Virginia  should  do  it  before  the  adoption  of 
our  present  Constitution,  it  is  eminently  proper  that  she  should 
do  it  now.    There  are  occasions,  sir,  in  the  history  of  nations, 
when  men  should  rise  far  above  the  rules  of  special  pleading. 
This  is  one  of  them.    Let  the  gentleman  look  into  the  history  of 
the  old  articles  of  Confederation  ;  let  him  read  the  debates  which 
woee  upon  their  adoption.    Virginia  originated  measures  then, 
fitf  more  important  than  any  before  us  now ;  and  there  were  gen- 
tlemen then,  who  took  the  same  ground  that  gentlemen  do  now, 
who  Bought  by  the  use  of  dilatory  pleas,  by  interposing  objections, 
temporary  in  their  nature,  to  prevent  and  delay  action  upon  the 
great  national  questions  then  under  consideration.    Now,  in  a 
time  of  great  peril,  when  the  whole  country  is  convulsed,  when 


184  RTCMARyfl    OF    MB.    BIYB8. 

the  existence  and  perpetuity  of  the  Government  is  in  danger, 
Virginia  has  invoked  her  sister  States  to  come  here  and  see 
whether  they  cannot  devise  some  method  to  avoid  the  danger 
and  save  the  country. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  first  ten  articles  of  Confederation,  there 
is  to  be  found  an  express  reference  to  the  action  of  the  State  L^is- 
latures  in  initiating  proposals  of  amendment.  Every  amendm^it 
that  has  hitherto  been  made  to  our  Constitution  originated  with 
the  people,  and  directly  or  indirectly  through  the  action  of  State 
Legislatures.  What  purpose  can  gentlemen  have  in  interposing 
these  dilatory  pleas,  objections  merely  for  delay,  when  we  all 
know  that  Congress  is  now  waiting  for — actually  inviting  the 
action  of  this  Conference  ? 

Senator  Collameb,  in  his  speech  already  referred  to,  makes  the 
distinct  proposition,  that  when  any  considerable  portion  of  the 
people  (certainly  a  much  smaller  portion  than  is  here  represented) 
desire  to  have  amendments  submitted,  it  is  the  duty  of  Congreas 
to  propose  them,  and  to  do  so  without  committing  that  body 
either  for  or  against  them.  Governor  Corwin,  also  of  the  Con- 
gressional Committee  of  Thirty-three,  having  this  subject  in 
charge,  is  understood  to  have  stated  that  the  conunittee  desire 
to  consider  the  propositions  which  may  here  be  adopted. 

Now,  as  I  said,  these  dilatory  objections  were  interposed  pre- 
vious to  the  adoption  of  our  present  Constitution. 

Mr.  NO  YES : — Are  we  to  imderstand  that  Virginia  then  asked 
for  a  General  Convention  to  consider  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution ? 

Mr.  RIVES :— No  I  The  Annapolis  Convention  met.  The 
invitation  under  which  that  body  was  convened  was  addressed  to 
all  the  States.  Five  only  responded,  and  they  proposed  a  Gen- 
eral Convention  of  all  the  States,  to  meet  at  Pliiladelphia.  Vir- 
ginia was  the  first  to  act  and  to  appoint  her  delegates.  I  repeat, 
that  the  same  objection  was  then  urged,  that  Congress  or  the 
States  should  propose  the  amendments.  The  first  Convention 
was  just  as  unconstitutional  as  this.  The  two  cases  were  per- 
fectly alike.  The  crisis  is  infinitely  more  important  now  than  it 
was  then.  Then,  there  was  no  disintegration  of  the  States.  They 
still  held  firmly  together.  How  are  we  now  ?  Seven  States  are 
out  of  the  Union.     The  Union  is  dissolved!    Virginia  loves  the 
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Union.  She  cherishes  all  its  glorious  memories.  ^  She  is  proud 
of  its  history  and  of  her  own  connection  with  it.  But  Virginia 
has  no  apprehension  as  to  her  future  destiny.  She  can  live  in 
the  Union  or  out  of  it.  She  can  stand  in  her  own  strength  and 
poorer  if  necessary.  Her  delegates  come  here  in  no  spirit  of  sup- 
plication, nor  do  they  propose  to  offer  any  intimidation.  She  has 
called  you  here  as  brothers,  as  friends,  as  patriots.  If  the  future 
has  Buffering  in  store  for  Yirginia,  be  assured  all  her  sister  States 
must  suffer  equally. 

Mr.  PREsroENT,'  the  position  of  Virginia  must  be  understood 
and  appreciated.    She  is  just  now  the  neutral  ground  between 
two  embattled  legions,  between  two  angry,  excited,  and  hostile 
portions  of  the  Union.    To  expect  that  her  people  are  not  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  excitement  by  which  they  are  surrounded ;  to  ex- 
pect that  they  should  not  share  in  the  apprehensions  which  per- 
Tade  the  country ;  to  expect  that  they  should  not  begin  to  look 
after  the  safety  of  their  interests  and  their  institutions,  were  to 
expect  something  superhuman.    Something  must  be  done  to  save 
the  country,  to  aUay  these  apprehensions,  to  restore  a  broken 
confidence.    Virginia  steps  in  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  coun- 
try on  its  road  to  ruin.    She  steps  in  to  save  the  country.    I  am 
here  in  part  to  represent  her.    I  utter  no  menace ;  intimidation 
would  be  unworthy  of  Virginia,  but  if  I  perform  my  duty  I  must 
speak  freely.     The  danger  is  imminent,  very  imminent. 

Our  national  affairs  cannot  longer  remain  in  their  present  condi- 
tion ;  it  is  impossible,  absolutely  impossible  that  they  should.  My 
Bepnblican  friends,  will  you  not  take  warning  ?  Were  there  not 
pretended  prophets  of  old,  who  cried, "  Peace  I  Peace  I  when  there 
'Was  no  peace  "  ?  Political  prophets  to-day  say  there  is  no  daii- 
g».  Have  their  counsels  been  wise  heretofore  ?  Can  you  not 
see  that  there  is  danger,  and  imminent  danger  in  them,  now  ? 

Look,  sir,  at  our  position !  I  mean  the  position  of  the  loyal 
South.  By  the  secession  of  these  States  we  are  reduced  to  an  ut- 
terly helpless  minority ;  a  minority  of  seven  or  eight  States  to 
stand  in  your  national  councils  against  an  united  North  I  It  is 
not  m  the  nature  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  thus  to  stand  in  the 
&ce  of  a  dominant  and  opposition  party.  Were  the  case  reversed, 
yon  would  not  do  it  yourselves.  We  cannot  hold  our  rights  by 
mere  sufferance,  and  we  will  not ;  we  do  not  ask  you  to  hold  yours 
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in  that  way.  If  the  other  States  had  kept  on  with  vb — ^had  re- 
mamed  in  the  Union — we  might  have  secured  our  rights  in  a  fair 
contest.  Kow  other  paths  are  open  to  us,  and  one  of  these  we 
must  follow. 

I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  answer  to  the  propositions  of  my 
honorable  friend  from  Connecticut.  What  did  he  tell  us  f  £b 
said  that  this  was  a  self-sustaining  Government ;  a  Government 
that  possessed  the  power  of  securing  its  own  perpetuity,  and  one  that 
must  not  yield  or  make  concessions.  Sir,  let  me  say  that  ideafi^ 
that  principles,  that  statements  of  that  kind  have  led  to  the  down- 
fall of  every  Government  on  earth  which  has  ever  fallen.  What 
but  ideas  and  language  of  this  kind,  forced  our  colonies  into  re- 
bellion, and  lost  America  to  the  British  crown  ? 

Sir,  I  have  had  some  experience  in  revolutions  in  another  hem- 
isphere— in  revolutions  produced  by  the  same  causes  that  are  now 
operating  among  us.  What  causes  but  these  led  to  the  two  revolu- 
tions in  France  ?  One  of  them  I  saw  myself,  where  interest  was  ar- 
rayed against  interest,  friend  against  friend,  brother  against  brother. 
I  have  seen  the  pavements  of  Paris  covered,  and  her  gutters  running 
with  fraternal  blood  I  God  forbid  that  I  should  see  this  horrid 
picture  repeated  in  my  own  country ;  and  yet  it  will  be,  sir,  if  we 
listen  to  the  counsels  urged  here  I 

It  is  too  late  to  theorize,  too  late  to  diflfer  theoretically.  I  do 
not  believe  in  the  constitutional  right  of  secession.  I  proclaimed 
thaty  thirty  years  ago  in  Congress.  I  have  always  adhered  to  my 
opinions  since.  But  we  are  not  now  discussing  theories ;  we  are  in 
the  presence  of  a  great  fact.  The  South  is  in  danger ;  her  institutions 
are  in  danger.  If  other  excuses  were  necessary,  she  might  justify  her 
action  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  upon  the  ground  of  self-defence  alone. 

I  condemn  the  secession  of  States.  I  am  not  here  to  justify 
it.  I  detest  it.  But  the  great  fact  is  still  before  us.  Seven 
States  have  gone  out  from  among  us,  and  a  President  is  actually 
inaugurated  to  govern  the  new  Confederation. 

With  this  fact  the  nation  must  deal.  Right  or  wrong,  it  ex- 
ists. The  country  is  divided.  Wide  dissensions  exist.  A  people 
have  separated  from  another  people.  Force  will  never  bring  them 
together.  Coercion  is  not  a  word  to  be  used  in  this  connection. 
There  must  be  negotiation.  Virginia  presents  herself  as  a  medi- 
ator to  bring  back  those  who  have  left  us. 
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The  border  States  are  not  in  revolt ;  and  by  border  States  I 
mean  States  on  both  sides  of  the  border.  They  are  here,  and 
thqr  came  here  to  unite  with  you  in  measures  that  will  reunite 
the  country,  and  save  it  from  irredeemable  ruin. 

There  was  one  observation  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts that  surprised  me.    He  complained  of  Virginia  for  thrusting 
herself  between  the  Republican  party  and  its  victory.    It  is  not  so. 
Mr.  BOUTWELL :— I  said  that  Massachusetts  thought  her 
action  had  that  appearance. 

Mr.  RIVES : — ^Let  me  say  to  you,  Republican  gentlemen,  we 
wish  to  make  your  victory  worthy  of  you.     We  wish  to  inaugu- 
rate your  power  and  your  administration  over  the  while  Union. 
Ve  wish  to  give  you  a  nation  worth  governing.    Do  us  at  least 
the  justice  of  supposing  we  are  in  earnest  in  this.    We  are  labor- 
ing to  relieve  you  from  the  difficulties  that  hang  over  you.    War 
is  impending.    Do  you  wish  to  govern  a  country  conviilsed  by 
dvU  war  I    The  country  is  divided.    Do  you  wish  to  govern  a 
fraction  of  the  country  ?    Behold  the  difficulties  that  you  must 
encounter.     You  cannot  carry  on  your  Government  without 
money.    Where  is  the  capitalist  who  will  advance  you  money 
imder  existing  circumstances  ? 

6entlemen,\)elieve  me,  as  one  who  has  given  no  small  amount 
rf  time  and  careful  reflection  to  this  subject,  when  I  tell  you 
that  you  cannot  coerce  sovereign  States.  It  is  impossible. 
Mr.  Hamilton's  great  foresight  made  him  assert  that  our  strength 
lay  in  the  Government  of  the  States — of  the  undivided  States. 
I^k  at  New  York.  She  herself  is  a  match  for  the  whole  army 
of  the  United  States.  Look  at  the  South.  She  stands  now  al- 
Dioet  upon  an  equality  with  you.  You  may  spend  millions  of 
treasure,  you  may  shed  oceans  of  blood,  but  you  cannot  con- 
luar  any  five  or  seven  States  of  this  Union.  The  proposition  is 
^  utter  absurdity.  You  must  find  some  other  way  to  deal  with 
them.    In  the  wisdom  of  the  country  some  other  way  must  be 


Several  gentlemen  have  referred  to  our  army  and  our  navy. 
As  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  I  am  proud  of  both.  I  am 
proud  of  the  country  they  serve.  I  have  enjoyed  at  times  her 
honors,  at  others  endured  her  chastisements.    I  respect  the  power 
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which  our  army  and  our  navy  give  to  our  nation,  but  our  annj 
and  navy  are  impotent  in  such  a  crisis  as  this. 

Mr.  President,  even  England  herself  has  been  shaken  to  her 
centre  by  rebellions  in  her  North  with  which  she  has  been  farced 
to  contend.  In  Paris,  too,  I  have  myself  seen  regiment  after  reg- 
iment throw  down  their  arms  and  rush  into  the  arms  of  the  pea* 
pie,  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  thus  oppose,  by  military  strength, 
the  government  under  which  their  organization  was  formed.  Will 
you  repeat  such  occurrences  here  ?  Will  you  *  destroy  the  im- 
perishable renown  of  this  nation '  ?  No  1  I  answer  for  you  all 
— ^you  will  not.  Now,  we,  representatives  of  the  South  and  of 
Virginia,  ask  of  this  Convention,  the  only  body  under  heaven 
that  can  do  it,  to  interpose  and  save  us  from  a  repetition  of  the 
scenes  of  blood  which  some  of  us  have  witnessed. 

Our  patriotic  committee  have  labored  for  two  weeks — have 
labored  earnestly  and  zealously.  Their  report,  though  not  satis- 
factory to  Virginia  in  all  respects,  will  yet  receive  her  sanction, 
and  the  sanction  of  ^the  border  States.  The  representatives  of 
Virginia  know  they  are  yielding  much,  when  they  tell  yon  that 
they  will  support  these  propositions.  We  will  do  it  because  they 
will  give  peace  to  the  country.  Now,  sir,  when  we  are  just  in 
sight  of  land,  when  we  are  just  entering  a  safe  harbor,  shall  we 
turn  about  and  circumnavigate  the  ocean  to  find  an  unknown 
shore  ?  No,  sir !  no !  Let  us  enter  the  harbor  of  safety  now 
opened  before  us. 

Mr.  President,  I  know  Massachusetts  well.  She  is  a  power- 
fill  Commonwealth.  She  has  added  largely  to  the  wealth,  the 
power,  and  glory  of  this  Union.  I  respect  the  gentleman  who 
has  addressed  this  Convention  in  her  behalf;  but  when  he  went 
out  of  his  way  and  stated  that  he  abhorred  slavery,  the  statement 
grated  harshly  on  my  ears.  We  of  the  South,  we  of  Virginia, 
may  not  and  do  not  like  many  of  the  institutions  of  Massachu- 
setts, but  we  cannot  and  wo  will  not  say  that  we  abhor  them. 

Let  me  recall  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  who  has 
addressed  us,  a  fact  from  history.  Let  me  show  liim  that  his 
own  State  was  powerful  in  colonial  times  in  extending  the  time 
for  the  importation  of  slaves  I  Let  me  tell  him  that  his  State 
has  helped  to  fasten  the  institution  of  slavery  upon  a  portion  of 
tliis  nation.    Is  it  for  a  son  of  Massachusetts  now  to  complain  of 
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the  result  of  the  acts  of  his  own  State  ?  Is  it  for  him  to  use  these 
reproaches,  which,  if  not  ungrateful,  are  at  least  wanting  in  char- 
ity? It  was  a  representative  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Gorham, 
ilm)ugh  whose  motion  and  influence  the  time  for  the  importation 
or  slayes  was  extended  in  that  period  of  our  colonial  history. 
Virginia  ever,  in  every  period  of  her  colonial  existence,  exerted 
herself  to  close  her  ports  against  the  importation  of  slaves.  It 
was  the  veto  of  her  Eoyal  Master  alone  that  rendered  her  efforts 
nugatory.  It  was  New  England  that  fastened  this  institution 
upon  us.    Shall  she  reproach  us  for  its  existence  now  ? 

Mr.  BALDWIN  : — ^At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  our  pres- 
ent CJonstitution,  it  was  well  understood  that  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina  would  not  enter  the  Union  without  slavery.  The  only 
qaestion  then  was,  should  slavery  have  an  existence  inside  the 
Union  or  out  of  it. 

Mr.  EIVES: — 'No,  sir!  The  gentleman  is  mistaken.  In 
the  Constitution,  as  first  proposed  to  the  Convention,  an  unlim- 
ited right  was  given  to  import  slaves.  Mr.  Ellsworth  declared 
that  it  would  be  an  infi'action  of  State  rights  to  prohibit  this  im- 
portation. New  England,  engaged  in  commerce,  found  an  ad- 
Tantage  in  the  right  of  importation,  and  she  endeavored  to  force 
it  upon  the  South. 

I  r^ard  the  present  course  of  New  England  as  very  unfair. 
She  i&  herself  responsible  for  the  existence  of  slavery — she  is 
iH)w  our  fiercest  opponent ;  and  yet  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylva- 
lua,  who  have  not  this  responsibility,  have  always  stood  by  the 
South,  and  I  believe  they  always  will. 

It  is  not  by  abhorring  slavery  that  you  can  put  an  end  to  the 
institution.  You  must  let  it  alone.  We  are  responsible  for  it 
i«)w,  and  'we  are  willing  to  stand  responsible  for  it  before  the 
world.  We  understand  the  subject  better  than  you  do.  It  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  wisest  men  of  our  time.  In  fact,  it 
inot  a  question  of  slavery  at  all.  It  is  a  question  of  race.  We 
know  that  the  very  best  position  for  the  African  race  to  occupy 
»  one  of  unmitigated  legal  subjection.  We  have  the  negroes 
with  us ;  you  have  not.  We  must  deal  with  them  as  our  expe- 
Ance  and  wisdom  dictate ;  with  that  you  have  nothing  to  do. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  may  congratulate  himself  that 
^hci«  are  no  n^roes  in  that  Commonwealth.    I  ask  him  what  he 
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would  do,  if  he  had  the  race  to  deal  with  in  MaseachiuettB  as  we 
have  it  in  Virginia  ? 

I  Baid,  twenty  years  ago,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  State% 
and  my  whole  experience  since  having  confirmed  the  truth  of  thp 
statement  I  repeat  it  now,  that  candid  minds  cannot  differ  iipoD 
this  proposition,  that  the  present  position  of  the  negroes  of  the . 
United  States  is  the  best  one  they  could  occupy,  both  for  the  bb- 
perior  and  inferior  race. 

And  to  the  people  of  Kew  England  I  have  this  to  say :  Your 
ancestors  were  most  powerful  and  influential  in  fastening  daverjf 
upon  us.  You  are  the  very  last  who  ought  to  reproach  us  fcHriti 
eidstence  now.  We  do  not  indulge  reproaches  toward  you.  It 
is  unpleasant  for  us  to  receive  them  from  you.  Their  use  by 
either  can  only  serve  to  widen  the  unhappy  differences  ftyiating 
between  us.  Let  us  all  drop  them,  and,  so  far  as  we  can,  let  us 
close  up  every  avenue  through  which  dissensions  may  come.  We 
call  upon  you  to  make  no  sacrifices  for  us.  It  will  cost  you  noth- 
ing to  yield  what  we  ask.  Say,  and  let  it  be  said  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  you  will  not  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  District,  or 
in  the  States,  or  in  the  Territories.  Permit  the  free  transit  of  our 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  and  in  the  language  of  the 
patriarch,  "  let  there  be  peace  between  you  and  me." 

Let  us  all  agree  that  there  shall  be  landmarks  between  us ;  the 
same  wliich  our  fathers  erected.  Let  us  say  that  they  shall  never 
be  removed.  I  think  upon  this  point  I  can  cite  an  authority  that 
will  command  universal  respect.  I  discovered  it  in  my  researches 
into  the  history  of  the  very  Constitution  we  are  now  considering. 

Mr.  Rives  here  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Madison  after  his  retirement  from  public  life.  I  have  not  a  copy 
of  this  letter,  but  the  substance  of  the  portion  read  by  Mr.  Bivn 
was  a  statement  by  Mr.  Madison,  that  upon  the  passage  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  President  Monroe  was  much  embarrassed 
with  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  prohibition 
clause;  that  he  took  counsel  with  Mr.  Maetin,  who  declared 
that,  in  his  judgment.  Congress  had  no  power  over  the  subject  - 
of  slavery  in  the  territories. 

Mr.  JAMES: — ^WiU  you  leave  that  question  just  where  tho-- 
Constitution  leaves  it,  upon  your  construction  of  that  instrument!^ 
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li  80y  we  will  agree  to  give  yon  all  necessary  guarantees  against 
interference. 

Mr.  RIVES :— No  f  I  wffl  not  leave  it  there,  for  it  would  al- 
ways remain  a  question  of  construction.  I  prefer  to  put  the  pro- 
IdUtion  into  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  speaks  for  the  North. 
Maflsachusetts  does  not  constitute  the  North.    I  venerate  the 
Oommonwealth  of  Massachusetts.    I  have  many  friends  there. 
Ilook  with  pride  upon  her  connection  with  tJie  Eevolution; 
tfoai  her  public  men,  her  manufactures,  her  public  institutions. 
Her  people  who  have  accomplished  so  much,  will  not  turn  a  deaf 
eir  to  our  wants  now.    We  wish  to  go  to  her  people  and  obtain 
ftffir  judgment  upon  our  propositions.     But  Massachusetts  is 
lot  all  the  North.    Bhode  Island  constitutes  a  part  of  it.     She 
hm  always  spoken  for  us.    She  will  speak  for  us  to-day.    What 
does  New  Jersey  say !    What  does  the  great  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  greater  Northwest  say !    Surely  they  do  not  edio 
the  tentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.    They  are 
^th  us,  and  we  will  trust  to  them. 

I  dislike  this  way  of  answering  for  sections  of  the  country.  I 
have  heard  similar  language  from  Mr.  Calhoun.  He  was  fond 
erf  saying,  "  The  South  says— The  South  thinks— The  South  will 
do,"  this  or  that  I  did  not  like  it  then.  It  stirred  up  all  the 
vAdlioua  sentiments  of  my  nature ;  for  I  knew  the  statement 
imnot  true.  I  do  not  like  such  language  better  now.  Let  the 
J«(!pb  of  Massachusetts  speak.  I  know  they  will  not  refuse  to 
ftUl  the  compact  of  their  fathers. 

We  are  brothers.  I  feel  we  can  settle  this  important  question 
"vriueh  portends  over  us  like  an  eclipse ;  we  can  leave  this  glorious 
conntry  to  our  posterity.  Once  more  let  me  refer  to  the  noble 
^eloquent  counsels  of  Madison,  and  I  am  done.  As  children 
of  the  same  family,  as  fellow-citizens  of  a  great,  glorious,  and 
Food  Republic,  he  invoked  the  kindred  blood  of  our  people  to 
^KBsecrate  our  common  Union,  and  to  banish  forever  the  thought 
tf  our  becoming  aliens. 

Mr.  JfiWiNQ : — ^I  have  never  in  any  manner  countenanced 
the  diflcusBions  of  slavery  and  the  questions  connected  with  it,  at 
fteKorth.  I  have  always,  so  far  as  possible,  discouraged  those 
fteossions.    No  good  can  possibly  come  from  them.    Is  the 
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North  the  censor  morum  of  the  South  ?  We  have  faults  enough 
ourselves ;  let  us  consider  and  try  to  correct  them,  before  we  in- 
terest ourselves  so  much  in  those  of  our  neighbors. 

If 'there  was  any  danger  that  slavery  would  be  extended  at 
the  North,  I  would  oppose  its  extension  there,  and  I  would  teach 
my  sons  to  oppose  it.  But  this  danger  has  never  existed.  Does 
any  one  fear  that  slavery  w^ill  go  into  New  York  or  Mafiaachur 
setts  ?    No  sane  man  thinks  or  ever  thought  so. 

But  it  exists,  and  we  must  deal  with  it  as  it  is.  Ab  one 
northern  man,  I  do  not  want  the  negroes  distributed  throughout 
the  North.  We  have  got  enough  of  them  now.  I  have  watched 
the  operation  of  this  emigration  of  slaves  to  the  North.  ,  Ten 
negroes  will  conmiit  more  petty  thefts  than  one  thousand  white 
men.  ^e  cannot  permit  them  to  come  into  Ohio.  Wherever 
they  have  been  permitted  to  come,  it  has  almost  cost  us  a  rebel- 
lion. Before  we  begin  to  preach  abolition  I  think  we  had  better 
see  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  negroes. 

Thirty  years  ago  the  subject  of  abolishing  slavery  was  agi- 
tated in  Virginia,  Some  of  the  most  eloquent  speeches  were 
made  in  favor  of  the  abolition  movement  that  I  ever  read«  The 
act  providing  for  gradual  abolition,  was,  I  believe,  lost  by  a  single 
vote.  I  thought  then  that  the  result  was  an  unfortunate  ona 
But  there  is  something  to  be  said  on  both  sides  of  the  qnestioiL 
Had  the  act  passed,  the  negroes  would  have  been  sent  South,  and 
we  should  have  had  plantation  slavery,  instead  of  the  humane 
form  which  now  exists  in  Virginia.  But  Virginia  would  have 
had  one  great,  one  powerful  advantage.  Her  power  would  have 
increased  tenfold.  Free  labor  would  have  come  in  to  take 
place  of  slave  labor,  and  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Ja 
would  have  blossomed  as  the  rose. 

The  North  has  taken  the  business  of  abolition  into  its 
hands,  and  from  the  day  she  did  so,  we  hear  no  more  of  abolitio 
in  Virginia.  This  was  but  the  natural  effect  of  the  cause.  Noi« 
we  can  never  coerce  the  Southern  States  into  abolitionism.  It  i 
not  the  way  to  convert  them  to  our  views  by  saying  that  we  dbha^^ 
their  institutions.  But  these  northern  men  will  not  listen  t"""^ 
reason.  They  keep  on  making  eloquent  speeches — ^their  pulpi— ^ 
thunder  against  the  sin  of  slaveholding.  All  grades  of  speecsJB 
and  thought  are  made  use  of,  and  the  sickening  sentimentalisxa 


RKMAKKfl    OF    MR.    EWING.  148 

of  some  of  them  is  disgusting.    They  repeat  poetry.     They 
say: 

"I  wonld  not  have  a  slave  to  till  my  ground, 
To  watch  me  when  I  wake— to  fan  me  when  I  sleep ;" 

and  much  more  of  the  same  stuff! 

In  this  way  false  ideas  are  inculcated  throughout  the  North. 
The  whole  scheme  is  full  of  falsehood.    It  would  be  far  better  for 
•  each  man  to  look  for  the  beam  in  his  own  eyes  before  he  troubles 
himself  about  the  mote  in  his  neighbor's. 

England,  also,  has  been  very  fierce  in  denouncing  slavery  in 
this  country,  and  yet  we  have  no  slavery  or  misery  to  be  com- 
pared with  that  existing  in  the  India  provinces.  It  is  said  that 
in  a  smgle  season  two  hundred  thousand  of  her  subjects  were 
itirved  to  death  in  one  province  of  Hindostan. 

I  might  say  the  same  thing  almost  of  Ireland.  Two  millions 
Ittve  died  there  from  famine,  and  God  knows  how  many  more 
lould  have  perished  but  for  the  relief  sent  from  this  country.  I 
ny,  and  I  have  abundant  reason  for  saying,  that  I  never  have, 
ttd  I  never  will,  favor  any  of  these  denunciations  of  southern 
lUveholders  and  slavery. 

Let  us  rather  look  at  this  subject  as  members  of  a  conmion 
fcnily — ^let  us  acknowledge  our  mutual  faults.  The  slave  trade 
HB  once  fostered  by  the  North.  That  was  when  it  was  profit- 
iNe,  and  when  large  fortunes  were  made  in  that  trade  by  north- 
«m  men.  When  it  became  unprofitable  the  North  began  to  de- 
•oonce  it,  and  to  call  it  sinful.  Now,  we  fastened  this  institu- 
tion npon  the  South,  cannot  we  permit  her  to  deal  with  it  as  she 
diooees! 

I  do  not  say  that  there  is  a  necessary  conflict  between  the 
rtite  and  the  black  races,  but  I  assert  that  they  cannot  unite — 
ftat  they  cannot  occupy  the  same  country  upon  an  equality.  Our 
ikee  laborers  of  the  North  will  not  work  with  slaves  or  with  blacks. 
I  have  had  experience  in  this  matter,  and  I  know  I  am  right. 
Ike  only  way  we  can  do,  is  to  divide  the  common  territory — 
firide  it  fairly,  honestly. 

Snppose  tiiere  were  two  sons  who  succeeded  to  a  joint  in- 
stance of  lands.     One  says  to  the  other,  "  Your  family  is  not 
!^  *>  nK>ral  as  mine,  therefore  your  sons  shall  have  none  of  the 
M  hai^P  Would  this  be  right  or  honest  ?    Would  any  one  attempt 


lUt  KKMATtKB    OF    MB.    EWINa. 

to  jnstify  it?    And  yet  tliis  is  what  extreme  men  of  the  North 
are  practically  saying  to  the  citizens  of  the  South. 

The  Missouri  Compromise  was  intended  to  settle  the  rights 
of  the  respective  sections  in  the  territories.  The  line  adopted 
was  not  unfair  to  the  North.  The  same  line  will  answer  now. 
I  am  for  adopting  it  and  arranging  this  difficult  subject  finally. 

But  one  and  another  says,  "  Don't  let  us  extend  slavery.*'  To 
that  I  answer,  that  our  action  will  not  make  one  slave  more  or  . 
less.  There  is  no  question  of  humanity  involved  in  our  proposi- 
tions. I  cannot  see  what  question  is  involved  so  far  as  the  Nordi 
is  concerned.  "We  need  no  more  territory.  We  do  not  want 
New  Mexico.  "We  have  territory  enough  now  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  people,  and  enough  for  the  expansion  of  our 
people  for  one  himdred  and  fifty  years. 

If  gentlemen  are  found  here  who  wish  to  make  trouble,  who 
cannot  see  the  peril  we  are  in,  and  how  easily  we  can  avoid  the 
danger  which  threatens  us,  I  shall  be  mudi  pained,  bu^  not 
half  so  much  as  I  shall  be,  to  see  this  Union  broken  up  and  the 
Government  destroyed. 

I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  assertion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  that  this  was  an  unconstitutional  assembly.  I  hear 
to-day  the  statement  made  that  it  is  a  revolutionary  assembly. 
If  these  assertions  were  true  I  would  not  be  a  member  of  it  for 
one  moment.  If  revolutionary,  it  is  either  treasonable  or  sedi- 
tious. But  it  is  neither.  These  gentlemen  forget  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  petition.  We  have  the  right  to  meet  here.  We 
have  the  right  to  do  just  what  we  are  proposing  to  do,  and  the 
right  is  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution. 

I  am  surprised,  too,  at  the  assertion,  that  there  is  a  wish  hereto  ^ 
limit  or  cut  off  debate — that  this  resolution  would  cut  off  New*^ 
York.  Would  it  not  cut  off  Ohio  ?  I  have  no  intention  of  de — 
priving  any  gentleman  or  any  State  of  any  right.  I  do  not  bo-—* 
lieve  such  an  intention  exists  in  the  Conference. 

Mr.  MORRILL : — In  my  judgment  many  subjects  have  beeca 
considered  here,  and  many  things  said  to  the  North  especially^ 
that  are  superfluous,  and  much  more  that  is  useless.     I  hay»' 

listened  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  to  some  gentlemen  wh ^ 

have  preceded  him.    They  have  all  referred,  in  terms  which  I  i 
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not  chooBO  to  characteotize,  to  the  action  and  the  opinions  of  the  ^ 

Korth« 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  refers  in  strong  terms  to  what  he 
oils  the  sentimentalism  of  the  Korth.  He  has  recited  poetry 
which  he  says  is  popnlar  there. 

KoWy  once  for  all,  let  me  ask  those  gentlemen  who  are  pro- 
poBDg  various  methods  of  settling  onr  differences ;  Do  you  pro- 
pose to  make  war  npon  the  senUments^  the  jprinoiplea  of  the 
jRiorth?    If  yon  do,  we  may  as  well  drop  the  discussion  here. 
Oar  people,  and  we,  their  representatives,  cannot  meet  you  upon 
Hat  groimd.    Our  principles  cannot  be  interfered  with ;  we  carry 
tbem  with  us  always.    Our  consciences  approve  them.    We  can 
iMgotiate  with  you,  and  treat  with  you  upon  subjects  which  do 
not  involve  their  sacrifice.    If  it  is  your  purpose  to  attack  them, 
yvm  may  abandon  all  other  purposes  so  far  as  this  body  is  con- 
cerned.   The  people  of  the  North  will  never  sacrifice  their  prin- 
dplea.    It  is  useless  for  you  to  ask  them  to  do  so.    It  is  entirely 
nsdess  for  you  to  urge  war  upon  the  sentiments  or  opinions  of 
the  North. 

Again;  let  me  tell  you  there  is  no  disloyalty  in  the  free 
States.  The  word  dissolution  has  not  been  thought  of  there 
during  the  last  half  century.  In  all  your  discussions,  in  all  your 
action,  remember  that  we  are  loyal  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union. 

Strong  appeals  are  made  here  to  the  free  States.  You  call 
them  by  the  general  name  of  the  Korthem  States.  Gentiemen 
nndertake  to  pledge  different  sections  to  this  or  that  policy.  We 
aze  told  that  New  York — ^that  Massachusetts — ^that  Pennsylvania 
win  adopt  or  will  not  adopt  various  propositions  that  are  made 
beie. 

Sir,  in  my  judgment  all  such  questions  are  imworthy  of  our 
oofnaideration.  We  spend  time  to  little  purpose  upon  them.  The 
troe  question  here  is,  "  What  will  Virginia  do  ?  How  does  Vir- 
gima  stand } ''  She  to-day  holds  the  keys  of  peace  or  war.  She 
glands  in  the  gateway  threatening  the  progress  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  in  its  attempts  to  assert  its  legal  authority.  Evade  it  as  you 
niay<— cover  it  as  you  will — the  true  question  is,  "What  will 
Yiiginia  dot  She  undertakes  to  dictate  the  terms  upon  which 
the  Union  is  to  be  preserved.  What  will  satisfy  her? 
10 
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Mr.  CL AT : — ^Has  not  Virginia  spoken  ?  Has  she  not  already 
told  us  what  she  wants  ? 

Mr.  MORRILL : — I  am  coming  to  that  point  very  soon.  I 
assert  again  that  Yirginia  must  not  be  misunderstood  in  this 
matter. 

The  peril  of  the  time  is  Secession,  Six  States  are  already  in 
revoluti9n.  A  distinct  confederacy,  a  new  government,  has  been 
organized  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Does  Virginia  to-day,  frown  upon  this  atrocious  proceeding? 
No !  so  far  &om  that  she  affirms  that  these  States  have  a  right  to  do 
what  they  have  done.  She  boasts  that  she  has  armed  her  people, 
that  she  has  raised  five  millions  of  money,  and  that  she  will  use 
both  to  prevent  the  interference  of  the  National  Government  with 
these  States,  now  in  revolution.  Whether  her  course  will  con- 
ciliate the  free  States — whether  under  such  circumstances  the 
free  States  will  negotiate  with  Virginia  or  others  in  her  position, 
I  leave  for  others  to  consider.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  people 
of  this  country  will  first  of  all  demand  the  recognition  of  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Government, 

Mr.  RUFFIN : — ^No  I  I  do  not  understand  such  to  be  the 
position  of  Virginia.  She  appeals  to  both  sides  to  refrain  fitjm 
violence  while  these  negotiations  are  pending. 

Mr.  SEDDON  :— No !  A  little  farther  than  that.  Virginia 
will  not  permit  coercion.  She  has  plainly  declared  she  will  not 
But  in  the  very  highest  spirit  of  patriotism,  she  has  asked  for 
this  Convention,  and  she  proposes  to  exhaust  the  very  last  means 
of  restoring  peace  to  the  Union.  This  is  exactly  her  position. 
She  hopes,  and  I  hope,  that  this  Convention  will  interpose  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  and  to  save  this  country  from  war. 

Mr.  MORRILL: — ^I  thought  I  did  not  misunderstand  the 
position  of  Virginia.  She  is  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  she  now 
proposes  to  step  in  between  the  Government  and  the  States,  I 
understand  her  attitude.  It  is  an  attitude  of  menace.  It  gives 
aid  and  comfort  to  those  who  trample  upon  the  laws  and  defy 
the  authority  of  this  Government. 

No  action  of  the  Conference  can  be  consummated  for  months : 
I  might  almost  say  for  years.    Any  propositions  we  may  mak» 
must  go  to  the  people.    They  must  and  will  take  time  for  con- 
sideration.   Endeavor  to  force  their  action  and  you  will  secure 
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Ihe  rejection  of  the  terms  proposed.    Wldle  the  people  are  acting 

pn  will  have  a  Government  and  it  must  operate.    It  must  oper- 

ite  not  upon  a  section  only,  bnt  npon  the  whole  country.    During 

ibis  time,  does  Virginia  propose  to  maintain  the  position  she  has 

Msumed  ?     To  prevent  by  force  of  arms  the  execution  of  the 

lawB  of  the  Union  in  the  seceded  States  ?    Yes,  and  we  are  told 

tbt  her  position  is  one  exhibiting  the  highest  patriotism.     In  my 

Judgment  her  position  is  one  of  menace,  and  not  of  pacification. 

if  I  rightly  understand  her,  nothing  that  is  here  proposed  to  be 

done  will  satisfy  her  even  if  adopted. 

And  now  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Seddon)  a  plain  question,  and  I  wish  to  receive  a  frank  answer. 
If  this  Conference  agrees  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  will  Virginia  sustain  the  Govem- 
meut  and  maintain  its  integrity,  while  the  people  are  considering 
sad  acting  on  the  new  proposals  of  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion !  If  she  will  not  do  this,  if  this  proposition  does  not  meet 
the  heart  of  Vii^nia,  there  is  no  use — 

Mr.  SEDDON : — 1  can  let  Virginia  speak  for  herself.     She 

has  spoken  for  herself  in  most  emphatic  language.     She  has  told 

you  what  will  satisfy  her  in  the  resolutions  under  which  this  body 

is  convened.    I  have  no  right  whatever  to  suppose  that  she  will 

iccept  less.     She  is  solemnly  pledged  to  resist  coercion.     She  wiU 

Keost  it  to  the  very  last  extremity,     ohe  arrived  at  that  conclu- 

wa  after  grave  deliberation,  and  it  was  attended  with  every 

nanifestation  of  concurrence  on  the  part  of  the  people.    I  have 

'iu>  reason  to  suppose  there  was  any  hesitation  at  the  time,  or  that 

Acre  has  been  any  change  since,  or  that  there  is  any  hesitation 

itther  purpose  now. 

Now,  if  the  gentleman  wants  my  private  opinion,  I  will  tell 
Irim  that  whether  the  propositions  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee or  her  own  be  adopted  here,  or  by  the  people,  the  purpose  of 
^flginia  to  resist  coercion  is  unchanged  and  unchangeable. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK :— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  It  appears 
tome  that  this  discussion  is  very  foreign  to  the  subject  before 
fte  Conference.  It  is  so  long  since  that  subject  has  been  named, 
^  many  have  doubtless  forgotten  it.  The  question  is  upon  the 
•^option  of  the  resolution  limiting  the  debate.  I  think  wo  had 
»*tter  keep  to  the  question. 
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The  PEESIDENT :— The  gentleman  is  undoubtedly  correct 
in  his  statement  of  the  question,  but  the  discussion  of  the  general 
subject  has  been  permitted  to  go  on  without  objection,  by  the 
Convention,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  right  to  stop  it  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^I  said  the  position  of  Virginia  was  un- 
changed. She  considers  this  a  Government  of  love  and  not  of 
force.  She  thinks  there  should  be  no  force  or  coercion  used  to- 
ward any  sovereign  State  acting  in  its  collective  capacity.  She 
does  not  propose  to  permit  such  coercion  to  be  used. 

And  now,  having  answered  the  gentleman  frankly,  as  he  de- 
sired, I  wish  to  ask  him  a  question,  and  I  wish  also  an  explicit 
and  frank  answer.    My  question  is  this :  Is  it  the  purpose  or  ii 
it  the  policy  of  the  incoming  administration  to  attempt  to  execnta       i 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  seceded  States  by  an  armed      j 
force?    The  answer  to  this  question  involves  information  of  flie      i 
utmost  importance  to  my  State  and  others  whose  interestB  an      I 
involved  with  hers.    It  should  be  at  once  communicated,  nd     I 
especially  to  my  part  of  the  country.    I  now  ask  the  gentlemiBy     f 
if  he  knows  what  the  purpose  of  the  incoming  administration  is    I 
in  this  respect,  to  state  it  here,  and  now.    His  relations  to  some   I 
of  the  officers  elected  will  entitle  his  opinions  to  grave  conflida^   f 
ation.    I  invite  a  frdl  and  frank  answer  to  my  question.  J 

Mr.  MOEEILL : — There  is  a  point  in  the  gentleman's  ansvff  / 
which  may  as  well  be  met,  but  I  will  not  be  diverted  from  As  1 
question  I  was  discussing.  I  will  show  Him  in  a  moment  lij  | 
I  cannot  answer  his  inquiry  from  any  personal  knowledge  of  flj 
own. 

Sir,  I  was  endeavoring  to  ascertain  what  was  the  pteHi 
position  of  Virginia ;  to  find  out  what  she  would  accept  and  tl 
contented.  I  wanted  her  to  speak  emphatically.  She  has  doM 
BO.  I  now  understand  from  Mr.  Seddon,  that  he  has  no  !■* 
anees  to  give  that  Virginia  will  accept  the  propositions  of  fl*  , 
committee,  and  that  while  any  propositions  are  pending  shevfl 
resist  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  in  the  seceded  States.  .  j 

Then  let  it  be  understood  that  Virginia  has  spoken.  Hit  | 
she  makes  the  Crittenden  resolutions  her  vUimaturri^  thifrAlj 
must  have  them  and  all  of  them,  that  nothing  less  will  8iti^^ 
her.    As  I  said  at  the  beginning  of  my  remarks,  it  is  idle  fiffH'; 
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"to  stay  here,  nseleBS  for  ns  to  discnss  the  varioufl  propositions 
Irhich  are  made  here,  unless  we  expect  to  satisfy  Virginia. 

It  is  important  for  ns  to  nnderstand  her  position.  1  do  not 
imder-estimate  her  influence.  When  the  propositions  of  this 
Conference  are  presented  to  the  people  of  the  free  States,  the 
first  question  they  will  ask  is,  "  Will  Virginia  adopt  them  ?  Will 
she  be  satisfied  with  themi"  If  she  will  not,  there  wiU  be  no 
action  upon  them.  K  she  will,  her  position  will  exercise  a  power- 
fill  influence  upon  the  people  of  the  North  in  favor  of  their  adop- 
tion. 

But  if  Virginia  puts  her  ancient  Commonwealth  across  the 
path  of  the  Government,  if  she  stands  between  the  administra- 
tion and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  the  execution  of  its  oflicial 
duty,  its  positive  obligations — ^if  this  is  the  manner  in  which  she 
proposes  to  mediate,  her  mediation  will  be  accepted  nowhere. 
Such  I  imderstand  to  be  the  position  she  assumes.  It  is  a  posi- 
tion of  menace. 
.  Mr.  STOCKTON:— If  the  gentleman  from  Maine  wants  to 
get  up  a  row,  we  are  ready  for  him.  He  shall  have  enough  of 
it  right  here  I  I  should  like  to  know  why  he  makes  such  charges 
against  Virginia?  They  are  unfounded ;  we  don't  wish  to  hear 
them. 

(There  was  at  this  point  considerable  confusion  in  the  Con- 
ference, which  was  promptly  suppressed  by  the  PBEsmENT.) 

Mr.  MOBBILL; — Gentlemen  need  not  be  disturbed  or  ex- 
cited. I  have  accomplished  my  object.  I  know  now  what  to 
eoqpect  from  Virginia ;  the  North  will  know  what  the  course  of 
Yixginia  is  to  be,  and  we  can  aU  act  understandingly.  I  do  not 
propose  to  waste  valuable  time  in  idle  discussions  in  this  hall, 
when  we  can  come  to  the  true  point  at  once.  I  do  not  propose 
to  talk  around  this  question,  nor  to  deceive  or  mislead  the  Con- 
ference. Other  gentlemen  may  think  differently,  but  I  now  un- 
derstand Virginia  to  say,  that  the  Federal  authority  shall  not  be 
leSstablished  by  the  ordinary  means,  (where  it  is  resisted)  in  cer- 
tain of  the  States  comprised  in  the  Federal  Union. 

I  will  now  answer  the  question  of  the  gentleman  fix)m  Vir- 
ginia, in  relation  to  the  proposed  policy  of  the  incoming  adminis- 
tration. I  have  no  personal  knowledge  upon  this  subject.  Mr. 
Ldtooln  I  never  saw  in  my  life.    I  know  nothing  of  his  opinions. 
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except  from  his  speeches ;  but  I  will  say,  that  if  he  and  his  ad- 
ministration do  not  use  every  means  which  the  Constitntion  has 
given  them  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  Government  in  all  the 
States — ^to  preserve  the  Union,  and  the  Union  in  all  its  int^rity, 
the  people  will  be  disappointed.  I  have  felt  and  now  feel  the 
importance  of  the  action  of  Virginia,  and  I  have  done  what  I 
could  to  learn  here  what  we  may  expect  from  her. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say,  that  imless  we  can  have  the  earnest 
concurrence  of  the  slave  States  in  whatever  we  do,  and  especially 
unless  we  have  the  heart  of  Virginia  with  us,  our  action  wiU  give 
no  peace  to  the  country. 

Mr.  ZoLLicoFFER  movcd  that  the  Conference  adjourn.  The 
motion  was  lost  by  a  viva  voce  vote. 

Mr.  BEOWNE : — I  think  we  have  debated  these  matters  long 
enough.  Let  us  come  back  to  the  question  before  us.  Person- 
ally I  am  in  favor  of  limiting  debate  to  the  shortest  time,  for  I 
feel  the  necessity  for  prompt  action.  I  think  if  Mr.  IlAinx>iiFH 
would  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  his  resolution,  requiring  tlie 
final  vote  to  be  taken  on  Thursday  next,  we  should  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  agreeing  to  it.  Its  adoption  in  its  present  form  might 
cut  off  some  delegation  or  some  gentlemen  fix)m  speaking  at  alL 
I  would  not  do  this.  Let  every  one  speak,  but  let  the  speeches 
be  short.    I  move  to  strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the  resdutioa. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE : — I  did  not  expect  to  raise  such  a  stonn 
by  introducing  this  resolution.  I  now  ask  to  withdraw  it  and 
stop  the  debate. 

Mr.  MOEEHE  AD,  of  North  Carolina :— The  gentleman  can- 
not do  that,  as  several  motions  are  involved.  I  object  to  his  pro- 
posal to  withdraw  the  resolution.  I  move  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table,  and  to  make  it  the  special  order  for  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead  was  carried. 

Mr.  SUMMEKS : — I  move  that  when  the  present  session  of 
the  Conference  adjourn,  its  next  meeting  be  at  seven  o'clock  thk 
evening. 

A  Membeb  : — Say  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  SUMMEKS :— Well,  then,  let  it  be  eight  o'clock.  But 
let  me  ask  you,  gentlemen,  not  to  protract  or  unnecessarily  de- 
lay our  action  here. 
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Mr.  PREsroENT,  my  heart  is  full !  I  cannot  approach  the  great 
issues  with  which  we  are  dealing  with  becoming  coolness  and  de- 
liberation !     Sir,  I  love  this  Union.     The  man  does  not  live  who 
entertains  a  higher  respect  for  this  Government  than  I  do.    I 
know  its  history — ^I  know  how  it  was  established.     There  is  not 
an  incident  in  its  history  that  is  not  precious  to  me.     I  do  not 
wish  to  survive  its  dissolution.    My  hand  or  voice  was  never 
raised  against  it.     They  never  will  be.     The  Union  is  as  dear  to 
me  as  to  any  living  man ;  and  it  would  be  pleasant,  indeed,  if  my 
mind  to-day  could  be  as  free  from  fear  and  anxiety  about  it,  as 
the  minds  of  other  gentlemen  appear  to  be.    But,  Sir,  I  cannot 
shut  my  eyes  to  events  which  are  daily  transpiring  among  a  peo- 
ple who  are  excited  and  anxious,  who  are  apprehensive  that  their 
rights  are  in  danger — ^who  are  solicitous  for — ^who  will  do  as  much 
to  preserve  their  rights  as  any  people.     They  must  be  calmed  and 
quieted.     It  is  useless  now  to  tell  them  they  have  no  cause  for 
fear.    They  are  looking  to  this  Conference.     This  Conference 
must  act.    If  it  does  not,  I  almost  fear  to  contemplate  the  pros- 
pect that  will  open  before  us. 

Sir !  this  Conference  has  now  been  in  session  fifteen  days. 
While  I  have  felt  reluctant  to  do  any  thing  which  should  have 
the  appearance  of  precipitating  our  action,  of  cutting  off  or  limit- 
ing debate,  I  have  all  the  time  been  pressed  with  this  conviction ; 
that  if  we  are  to  save  this  country  we  must  act  speedily.  I  have 
Wn  in  constant  communication  with  the  people  of  Virginia  since 
I  have  been  here.  I  know  that  this  feeling  of  apprehension 
^hich  existed  when  I  came  away,  has  been  constantly  increasing 
Jn  my  State  since ;  and  even  last  night  I  received  letters  from 
Diembers  of  the  Convention  now  in  session  in  Richmond ;  gentle- 
Difin  who  are  as  true  to  this  Union  as  the  needle  to  the  pole,  in- 
fcnning  me  that  every  hour  of  delay  in  this  Conference  was  an 
iour  of  danger. 

I  do  not  agree  with  some  of  my  colleagues  in  their  construc- 
tion  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  inviting  this 
Conference.  I  understand  that  she  suggests  the  resolutions  of 
Mr.  Ckittenden  as  one  acceptable  way  of  settling  our  present 
difficulties.  She  says  that  she  will  be  satisfied  with  a  settlement 
[  on  the  basis  of  those  resolutions.  But  she  has  not  made  them 
ier  uUinuUum.    She  has  not  said  she  will  not  consent  to  any 
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Other  plan  of  arrangement.  Her  purpoee  was  not  to  draw  np 
certain  articles  of  pacification ;  to  (^1  her  sister  States  together, 
and  say  to  them,  "  These  or  nothing  1  We  hare  dictated  the 
terms  upon  which  the  matter  between  ns  may  be  arranged. 
We  will  have  these  or  we  will  not  arrange  at  alll "  I  under- 
stand her  as  oflTering  no  restrictions  whatever.  She  inyitea  a 
conference — she  asks  the  States  to  confer  together.  She  expects 
reasonable  concessions,  reasonable  guarantees,  and  with  these  she 
will  be  satisfied. 

Nor  do  I  know  why  the  gentleman  from  Maine  places  Viiv 
ginia  in  the  position  he  described,  nor  upon  what  authority*  I 
reply  to  him  that  he  makes  a  grave  assumption  when  he  attributes 
to  Virginia  a  dictatorial  position.  I  have  come  here,  and  I  tnut 
my  colleagues  have  also,  animated  by  a  single  purpose : — that 
purpose  is  to  save  the  Union.  Yirginia  claims  no  greater  rights 
than  any  other  State.  She  would  not  taike  them  if  they  were 
offered. 

Let  me  say  here,  that  it  is  my  purpose  to  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  the  people  of  Virginia ;  that  exercising  the  best  judgment  I 
have  I  shall  try  to  ascertain  what  that  purpose  is,  and  shall  do 
all  I  can  to  accomplish  it.  When  the  proper  time  comes  I  shall 
cast  my  vote  for  the  proposals  of  amendment  offered  by  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Seddon)  ;  I  shall  do  so  for  several  reasons.  The  first 
and  most  important  of  them  all  is  this :  The  Union  is  our  in- 
heritance— it  is  our  pride.  To  preserve  it,  what  sacrifice  should 
we  not  make  ?  Its  preservation  is  the  one  single  desire  that  ani- 
mates me.  Can  I  not  be  understood  by  my  Northern  friends  t 
Will  you  not  yield  something  to  our  necessities — ^to  our  condition! 
Will  you  not  do  something  which  will  enable  us  to  go  back  to 
our  excited  people  and  say  to  them,  "  The  North  is  treating  us 
fairly.     See  what  she  will  do  to  make  our  Union  perpetual  I" 

Again ;  I  shall  vote  cheerfully  for  Mr.  Seddon's  propositions, 
because  the  Legislature  of  my  State  has  said  that  such  amend- 
ments will  satisfy  the  people  of  Virginia.  I  think  the  Legislature 
is  right.  I  think  in  this  respect  it  reflects  the  will  of  the  people 
of  Virginia.  Remember,  sir,  that  these  propositions  have  been 
for  some  time  before  the  country,  that  they  have  been  discussed 
and  commented  upon  by  the  public  Press — ^that  they  will  prob- 
ably settle  our  difficulties,  now  and  forever.    They  were  intro- 
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c[nced  into  Congress  by  a  distinguished  and  an  able  man — a 
Btatesman,  whose  integrity  and  fidelity  no  one  has  ever  questioned, 
and  no  one  wiU  question.  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  the  States 
can  adopt  them  without  any  material  sacrifice,  and  that  they  will 
adopt  them  if  they  have  the  opportunity. 

But  if  the  Cbittenden  resolutions — if  the  propositions  of  my 
colleague  cannot  be  recommended  by  this  Conference — do  not 
find  favor  with  the  majority  here  ?    What  then  ?    Shall  we  dis- 
solve this  body,  and  go  home  ?    Shall  we  risk  all  the  fearful  con- 
eeqnences  which  must  follow  ?    No,  sir  I    No !    We  came  here 
toTj)eace.    Virginia  came  here  for  peace.    We  will  not  be  im- 
practicable.   You,  representatives  of  the  free  States,  will  not  be 
impracticable.    Therefore,  I  tell  you  that  it  is  my  firm  belief 
that  the  people  of  Virginia  well  accept  the  proposals  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  as  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee.   I  believe  these  propositions  would  be  acceptable  to  our 
people.    I  believe  if  we  should  pass  them  here,  that  the  Conven- 
tion now  in  session  in  Eichmond  would  at  once  adopt  them  and 
leeommend  them  to  the  people  of  that  honored  member  of  the 
federal  Union.    Can  you  not  ?    Will  you  not  give  us  one  chance 
to  satisfy  our  people,  and  to  save  us  from  that  other  alternative 
which  I  almost  fear  to  contemplate  ? 

I  feared  when  the  result  was  announced,  that  the  late  election 
inyiiginia  of  the  delegates  to  the  Convention  now  in  session, 
wonld  be  misapprehended  and  misunderstood  at  the  North: 
ftat  the  North  would  regard  it  as  a  triumph  of  the  Union  senti- 
ment in  Virginia.  In  one  sense  it  was  such  a  triumph.  The 
idrocates  of  immediate  and  unconditional  secession  were  de- 
fttted,  were  defeated  by  a  heavy  majority. 

But  the  members  comprising  that  Convention  represent  the 
true  feeling  of  the  people  who  elected  them,  and  they  represent 
fte  present  feeling  of  Virginia.  The  people  of  that  State  are 
611  of  anxiety.  They  fear  that  the  new  administration  has 
deogns  which  it  will  carry  into  execution,  fatal  to  their  rights 
«nd  interests.  They  are  for  the  Union,  provided  their  rights  can 
keecnred ;  provided,  they  can  have  proper  and  honorable  guaran- 
tees. It  is  useless  to  discuss  now  whether  they  are  right  or 
WiODg.    Such  is  the  condition  of  affairs  now,  and  it  is  too  late 
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to  enter  into  the  causes  wliicli  produced  it.    We  must  deal  with 
things  as  tlicy  are. 

I  have  known  many  gentlemen  who  have  represen^jed  the  in- 
terests of  New  England  long  and  well.    I  know  what  sentiments 
filled  their  hearts  years  ago,  and  I  do  not  believe  those  sentimeDtB 
are  changed  now.    I  appeal  to  Vermont.    Among  her  represent- 
atives here,  I  see  a  gentleman  with  whom,  for  a  long  time,  I  was 
upon  terms  of  peculiar  intimacy.     In  the  whole  course  of  that 
intimacy  I  cannot  recall  a  single  occurrence  which  did  not  im- 
press me  with  his  integrity,  his  ability,  his  justice.     I  appeal  to 
him.     I  appeal  to  him  by  every  consideration  which  can  move  a 
friend,  which  can  influence  a  patriot,  which  can  govern  the  action 
of  a  statesman.    I  appeal  to  Massachusetts,  to  all  New  England, 
which  I  know  j)ossesses  many  like  himself;  and  I  ask  you  toooih 
sider  our  circumstances,  to  consider  our  dangers,  and  not  to  re- 
fuse us  the  little  boon  wc  ask,  when  the  consequences  of  that 
refusal  must  be  so  awful.    Can  you  not  aiSbrd  to  make  a  littb 
sacrifice,  when  we  make  one  so  great  ?    Can  you  not  yield  to  in 
what  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion  with  you,  but  what  is  so  vital 
with  us  ?    Will  you  not  put  us  in  a  position  where  we  can  stand 
with  our  people,  and  let  us  and  you  stand  together  in  the  ITniont 
I  have  no  delicacy  here.     The  importance  of  our  action  with  we^ 
transcends  all  other  considerations.     I  do  not  hesitate  to  appeal  to 
New  England  for  help  in  this  crisis. 

If  New  England  refuses  to  come  to  our  aid,  it  will  not  alter  , 
my  course  or  change  my  conviction.  In  no  possible  contingencj 
which  can  now  be  foreseen  shall  these  convictions  be  changed.  / 
will  never  give  %ij>  the  ZTnion  !  Clouds  may  hang  over  it,  stonni 
and  tempest  may  assail  it,  the  waves  of  dissolution  may  iA 
against  it,  but  so  far  as  my  feeble  hand  can  support  it,  that  Blip 
port  shall  be  given  to  it  while  I  live  ! 

AVTien  the  dark  days  come  over  this  Republic,  and  there* 
nothing  in  the  future  but  gloom  and  despondency,  I  will  do  • 
Wasiiingtox  once  said  he  would  do  in  similar  circumstances:  I 
will  gatlier  the  last  handful  of  faithful  men,  carry  them  to  tho 
mountains  of  Western  Virginia,  and  there  set  up  the  flag  of  to 
Union.  It  shall  be  defended  there  against  all  assailants  untfltto 
friends  of  freedom  and  liberty  from  all  parta  of  the  civili*^ 
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world  shall  rally  around  it,  and  again  establiBb  it  in  trimnph,  and 
glory  over  every  portion  of  a  restored  and  united  country. 

Sir,  the  questions  which  now  agitate  and  alarm  the  country 
do  not  aflFect  the  interests  of  all  sections  of  the  Union,  or  if  they 
do  afifect  aU  sections,  certainly  not  in  the  same  proportion.  The 
farther  sections  are  removed  from  each  other,  the  less  do  the  in- 
terests and  the  principles  of  their  people  assimilate.  Maine  and 
Louisiana,  far  distant  from  each  other,  differ  widely.  Approach- 
ing the  line  between  the  slave  and  free  States  all  these  differences 
grow  less.  This  is  shown  by  the  action  of  this  Conference.  The 
border  States  can  settle  these  questions.  They  will  settle  them 
if  yon  will  let  them  alone.  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  Mary- 
land and  New  Jersey,  States  along  the  line,  whose  people  are 
most  vitally  interested,  can  have  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  an 
agreement.  With  all  the  possible  political  interests  which  you 
may  have,  not  only  are  the  relations  of  society,  of  busiuess,  and 
commerce,  to  be  interrupted,  but  these  States  are  to  form  the 
long  fit)ntier  between  two  foreign  nations,  if  that  fearful  contin- 
gency is  to  happen,  so  often  and  so  confidently  referred  to  here. 

Why,  then,  should  remote  sections  interfere  to  prevent  this 
adjustment?  If  they  cannot  aid  us,  why  not  let  us  alone?  Let 
ihem  look  along  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  one  of  the  most 
fertile  sections  of  the  continent,  in  itself  great  enough  and  fruit- 
ftl  enough  to  support  a  nation.  It  has  already  a  large  popula- 
tion, and  that  population  is  increasing  every  day.  The  people 
•re  attached  to  each  other  by  every  tie  that  binds  society  to- 
gether. They  now  live  in  harmony  and  friendship ;  their  prop- 
erty is  secure.  They  are  prosperous  and  happy.  Such  a  people 
Ponnot  hey  must  not  he  divided. 

And  therefore,  I  say,  that  if  we  are  driven  to  that  alternative ; 
if  the  representatives  of  the  two  extremes  will  not  give  us  the 
benefit  of  their  counsel  and  assistance,  the  Central  States,  and  the 
gteat  Northwest,  must  take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands. 
iTorth  Carolina,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  with  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey,  and  other  States  near  them,  must  unite  with 
Ohio  and  the  Northwest  to  save  the  country.  They  have  the 
power  to  do  it — they  must  do  it. 

Remember,  sir,  that  I  only  refer  to  this  as  a  last  alternative. 
^  IB  one  to  which  I  hope  and  pray  we  may  never  be  driven.    I 
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cannot  yet  give  np  the  hope,  that  all  we  need  here  ifl  patient  and 
thorough  discussion  and  examination  of*  the  subject;  that  when 
the  true  condition  is  understood,  we  shall  unite  together  to  re- 
store confidence  to  the  country.  It  must  be  so.  The  conse- 
quences of  farther  disagreement  are  too  great,  the  crisis  is  too 
important  to  permit  mere  sectional  differences,  mere  pride  of 
opinion,  party  shackles  or  party  platforms  to  control  the  action 
of  any  gentleman  here.  The  Eepublic  shall  not  be  diyided. 
The  nation  shall  not  be  destroyed.  The  patriotism  of  the  people 
will  yet  save  the  country  against  all  its  enemies. 

Mr.  RuFFm  gave  notice,  that  at  the  proper  time  he  wished  to 
offer  two  amendments  to  the  second  section  of  the  propositiona 
reported  by  the  committee.* 

Mr.  Yield  and  Mr.  Dodge  rose  and  made  motions  at  the 
same  time.  • 

The  floor  was  given  to  Mr.  Dodge,  who  moved,  that  when  the 
Oonference  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock  to-monow. 

Mr.  Bandolph  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  half-past  ten 
o'clock. 

Several  motions  were  made  by  different  members,  and  much 
confusion  arose,  which  was  suppressed. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN :— We  all,  no  doubt,  wish  to  economize 
time  as  much  as  possible.  The  prevailing  wish  seems  to  be  to 
meet  about  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow.  That  can  be  accomplished 
by  a  simple  motion  to  adjourn,  which  I  make,  and  which  should 
take  precedence  of  all  others. 

The  Pbesident  put  the  motion  to  adjourn,  and  declared  it  not 
carried. 

A  Member  : — ^I  move  to  amend  Mr.  Dodge's  motion,  by  in- 
serting seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

This  motion  did  not  prevail,  and  the  question  was  taken  upon 
Mr.  Dodge's  motion,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  Conference  then 
adjourned. 

*  Mr.  RufiTN  stated  the  Bubstance  of  the  amendmentB  he  proposed  in  a  Toioe  80  low, 
as  not  to  be  audible  to  the  greater  part  of  the  Conference.  They  are  not  to  be  fimnd 
in  the  Joomal,  nor  in  the  docomentB  printed  by  order  of  the  Conference,  nor  were  tb^ 
heard  by  me. 
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THIRTEENTH   DAT. 
Washington,  Wednesday,  FAruwry  20M,  1861. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  President  Tyleb  at 
tm  o'clock,  and  after  prayer  by  the  Eev.  Dr,  Sampson,  the 
Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HARRIS : — ^I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Confer- 
QDoe  to  the  fact,  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  the  Con- 
ference, by  its  roles,  should  commence  business.  The  nde  is,  that 
the  daily  session  shall  commence  at  eleven  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  Conference,  previous  to  its  adjourn- 
ment  yesterday,  adopted  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dodqe,  fixing  this  hour 
fiw  the  commencement  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  WICKUFFE :— I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  9th  nde 
m  the  printed  list.  It  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  Conference. 
It  is  in  here  by  mistake.  The  Conmiittee  on  Rules  did  not  in- 
tend to  recommend  it.  I  ask  now  that  it  be  stricken  from  the 
record. 

Mr.  FIELD : — I  rise  to  debate  that  motion. 

Mr.  WICKUFFE :— Then  I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS : — I  wish  to  offer  a  preamble  and  resolutions, 
and  would  like  to  have  them  read  for  the  information  of  the  Con- 
ference. I  ask  to  have  them  printed  and  laid  upon  the  table,  so 
fliat  I  can  move  them  as  an  amendment  at  the  proper  time. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  are  as  follows : 

Whereof  The  Federal  Constitntion  and  the  laws  made  in  pnrsnance  there- 
of^ are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  should  command  the  willing  ohedi- 
ence  of  all  good  citizens;  and  whereas  it  is  alleged  that  snndry  States  have 
enacted  laws  repugnant  thereto.    Therefore, 

Bfolved.  That  this  Oonyention  respectfiQlj  requests  the  sereral  States  to 
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revise  their  respective  enactments,  and  to  modify  or  repeal  any  laws  wbioli 
may  be  found  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  XJnited 
States. 

Eesohed,  That  the  President  of  this  Convention  is  requested  to  send  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  Governor  of  each  of  fiie 
States,  with  the  request  that  the  some  be  communicated  to  the  Legialatxm 
thereof. 

Mr.  EANDOLPH: — I  must  now  insist  upon  having  my 
resolution,  offered  yesterday,  considered.  Congress  is  about  ad- 
journing, and,  if  we  do  not  close  our  labors  to-day,  we  cannot 
have  our  propositions  acted  upon  under  the  rules  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Kepresentatives.  They  can  be  kept  out  on  the  ob- 
jection of  any  member.  I  do  not  wish  to  debate  the  resolution, 
and  I  hope  the  debate  will  not  be  continued  in  the  general  man- 
ner it  was  yesterday. 

Mr.  FIELD : — There  seems  to  be  a  disposition  to  stop  debate 
now,  after  nearly  the  whole  time  has  been  occupied  by  the  other 
side.  Yesterday  the  whole  session  was  occupied  by  a  general 
discussion  of  this  question.  It  is  my  right  to  debate  it  as  gen6^ 
ally  as  other  gentlemen  have  done.  I  shall  avail  myself  of  that 
right.  I  may  not  speak  thirty  minutes,  but  I  will  not  submit  to 
the  imposition  of  a  different  rule  upon  me,  if  I  can  avoid  it,  from 
that  whicli  has  been  imposed  upon  others.  The  first  question  Ib 
on  striking  out  the  last  clause  of  the  resolution.  On  that  I  have 
nothing  to  say  except  that  I  ask  for  a  vote  by  States. 

A  voto  by  States  was  then  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ayes. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, Maryland,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Vermont — 12. 

Noes. — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Khode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 8. 

Mr.  CLAY : — I  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  upon  the  ta- 
ble.    It  is  useless  to  attempt  to  stop  discussion  in  this  way. 

Mr.  CHASE  —I  call  for  a  vote  by  States. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  prevailed  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts.  New  York,  Vermont,  Virginia,  and  New  Hampshire 
—10. 

Noes. — Delaware,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Pensylvania,  Ehode  Island,  and  Tennessee — 9. 
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Mr.  McCUEDY: — ^There  is  really  but  one  question  that 
onght  to  engage  the  attention  of  this  Conference.  All  others 
may  be  settled  in  half  an  hour.  This  question  is  a  great  one,  and 
aflBumes  a  variety  of  forms.  I  wish  to  vot«  upon  it  understand- 
iDgly,  and  I  want  some  information  from  the  committee  which 
has  had  it  in  charge. 

I  ask  that  committee  whether  they  are  not  proposing  a  change 
in  the  CJonstitution,  which,  if  adopted,  will  operate  as  a  direct  and 
effectual  protection  of  slavery  in  all  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  t  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  question  for  our  con- 
sideration. I  wish  to  know  what  meaning  is  attached  by  its 
friends  to  one  part  of  the  proposed  article. 

It  states  that  "  the  statica  of  persons  owing  service  or  labor  as 
it  now  exists  shall  not  be  changed  by  law,"  &c. ;  and  again,  "  that 
the  rights  arising  out  of  said  relations  shall  be  subject  to  judicial 
cognizance  fn  the  Federal  courts  according  to  the  canimon  law.^^ 
The  status^  then,  shall  not  be  changed.  By  that  tenn  I  suppose 
condition  is  intended.  I  understand  that  perfectly.  There  shall 
be  no  law  to  change  the  condition,  to  impair  the  rights  of  the 
daveholder ;  but  shall  there  be  no  law  to  protect  these  rights  ? 
Now,  what  is  intended  by  this  ?  Why  not  make  this  provision 
plain,  and  not  leave  it  open  to  any  question  of  constniction  ? 
The  ghost  of  the  old  trouble  rises  here,  and  will  not  down  at  the 
bidding  of  any  man.  I  believe  under  this  article  the  institution 
of  slavery  is  to  be  protected  by  a  most  ingenious  contrivance. 
The  common  law^  administered  according  to  tlie  pro-slavery  view, 
is  to  be  called  in  for  its  protection. 

Now  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  reporting  these 
propositions  what  he  means  by  the  common  law  f  The  common 
law,  as  we  understand  it,  is  the  law  of  freedom — not  of  slavery. 
But  I  do  not  here  propose  to  discuss  that  question.  I  wish  to 
know  how  the  truth  really  is.  How  does  the  committee,  how  do 
the  friends  of  this  proposition  understand  it  ? 

By  the  commxm  law  a  slave  is  still  a  man :  a  person,  and  not 
» personal  chattel.  He  may  owe  service,  as  a  child  to  its  parent, 
«tt  apprentice  to  his  master,  but  he  is  still  2^  person  owing  service. 
He  iB  all  the  time  recognized  as  a  man.  As  such  he  may  own  and 
'">M  property,  take  it  by  inheritance  and  dispose  of  it  at  pleasure, 
^7  ^U  or  by  contract.    All  these  rights,  all  the  principles  on 
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which  thej  are  founded,  are  in  directantagonism  to  slayery.  The 
argiunent  may  be  carried  much  farther,  but  thig  is  fkr  enough  for 
my  purpose.  By  the  slave  law,  all  this  is  reversed.  The  master 
owns  the  hody  of  the  slave,  may  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  bim, 
may  make  him  the  subject  of  inheritance.  The  slave  loses 
all  the  attributes  of  a  person,  and  becomes  property  as  much  as 
the  horse  or  the  ox  that  feeds  at  his  master's  crib.  These,  in  a  con- 
dition of  slavery  are  the  rights  of  the  master  over  the  dave. 
These  rights  the  common  law,  under  this  proposition,  is  to  reoog' 
nize,  protect,  and  enforce.  I  believe  I  am  not  mistaken  in  thia 
What  other  construction  can  you  give  the  article  ?  It  is  a  dis- 
tinct proposal  to  engraft  slavery  upon  the  common  law :  to  de- 
clare in  the  Constitution  that  slavery  is  recognized  and  protected 
by  the  conunon  law. 

Kow,  the  Korth  has  always  protested  against  this.  She  will 
never  consent  to  it.  She  understands  all  the  consequences  as  well 
as  you.  No  doubt  it  would  be  a  great  point  gained  for  you,  to 
have  the  Constitution  recognize  the  institution  of  slavery  as  part 
of  the  common  law.  For  then  slavery  goes  wherever  the  com- 
mon law  goes.  Its  rights  under  this  provision  are  not  confined 
to  the  territories.  Once  established,  these  may  be  enforced  in  a 
free  State  just  as  well..  It  is  the  old  proposition  over  agaiii| 
which  has  come  before  the  American  people  so  many  times  under 
so  many  different  guises.  It  makes  slavery  national,  freedom 
sectional.  If  this  is  so,  if  such  is  the  construction  which  it  is  in- 
tended this  section  shall  receive,  why  not  state  it  openly  ?  why 
leave  it  as  a  question  of  construction  ? 

This  construction  involves  other  considerations.  This  new 
kind  of  common  law  is  to  be  substituted  for  the  old.  The  latter 
has  been  understood  for  centuries  almost.  Its  principles  have 
been  discussed  and  settled.  It  is  a  system  founded  by  experience^ 
and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  people  subject  to  it.  Its  veiy 
name  implies  that  it  was  not  created  by  legislative  authority.  A 
strange  common  law  indeed  that  would  be  which  is  created  hy  the 
Constitution. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Other  principles  of  the  common  law  are 
subject  to  change.  They  are  adapted  to  the  advance  of  civilisa- 
tion, to  the  wants  of  communities.  Change  is  the  universal  law 
of  nature.  This  new  kind  of  common  law  is  alone  to  be  perpetoaL 
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It  IB  not  mj  pturpofie  to  enter  into  a  general  discussion  of  the 
rabject.  This  point  struck  me  as  important,  as  needing  elucida- 
tion. If  I  am  wrong  in  this  construction,  the  committee  will 
correct  me. 

Mr.  EWING : — ^The  proposition  contained  in  the  first  article 
of  the  proposed  amendment,  is  copied  from  the  CBirrENDEN  res- 
olntionB  in  substance.  It  is  true  that  the  language  is  somewhat 
changed,  but  the  legal  efTect  is  identical  in  both  the  propositions. 
The  term  "  statvs^^  &c.,  as  there  used  is  not  applicable  to  all  the 
territoiy  of  the  United  States.  It  only  extends  to  that  portion 
of  the  territorj  south  of  36®  30'.  It  crushes  out  liberty  nowhere. 
It  changes  nothing — ^no  rights  whatever.  Again,  whatever  may 
be  the  sUxifus  of  the  person  in  the  State  from  which  he  comes, 
ihat  is  preserved  in  the  territory,  and  that  alone.  It  is  precisely 
similar  to  the  case  of  a  contract  to  which  the  lex  loci  gives  the 
construction,  and  the  lex  fori  its  execution. 

I  like  the  common  law.  I  have  made  it  my  study.  I  like 
the  use  of  this  term  here.  It  was  a  good  system  when  not  as 
perfect  as  it  is  now.  The  conunon  law  of  England  even  tolerated 
daveiy  until  it  was  abolished.  The  colliers  of  the  North  of  Eng- 
Imd  were  once,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  much  slaves  as  any 
negro  on  the  Southern  plantations,  except  in  the  matter  of  separa- 
tkm  of  families.  I  can  refer  you  to  a  precedent  on  this  subject, 
wkich  you  will  find  in  a  book  of  rfo  very  high  authority.  I  mean 
4e  novel,  Bed  GawrvUet. 

The  general  principle  applicable  here  is  this :  Whenever  you 
tttablish  the  right — ^no  matter  how,  if  you  esUMiah  it — the  com- 
mon law  asserts  the  remedy.  There  is  no  crushing  out  about  it. 
The  simple  proposition  is  this :  Slavery  exists  already  in  that 
Btfle  worthless  territory  we  own  below  tie  proposed  line.  Will 
we  agree  that  it  shall  remain  there  just  as  it  is  now,  so  long  as 
^  territorial  condition  continues?  That  is  all.  There  is  no 
iBygtery  or  question  of  construction  about  it. 

Mr.  kikLT)  : — ^The  questions  now  before  the  Conference  I 
appose  arise  upon  the  report  presented  by  the  majority  of  the 
cooonittee,  and  upon  the  motion  to  substitute  for  that  report 
fte  propositions  of  the  minority  of  the  same  committee. 

I  propose  to  add  to  this  report  the  three  following  propo- 
Btiong ;  and  I  will  read  them  for  the  information  of  the  Conference. 
11 
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I.  ^  Each  State  has  the  sole  and  ezclnsive  right,  according  to  its  own  Jndg* 
ment,  to  order  and  direct  its  domestic  institutions,  and  to  determine  for  ittelf 
what  shall  be  the  relation  to  each  other  of  all  persons  residing  or  being  witli-> 
in  its  limits. 

II.  "  Ck)ngress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to  the  oitizens  of  eaeh 
State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

III.  "  The  union  of  the  States  under  the  Constitution  is  indissolnble;  md 
no  State  can  secede  from  the  Union,  or  nullify  an  act  of  Congress,  or  abmlTeili 
dtizens  from  their  paramount  obligations  of  obedience  to  the  Gonstitation  and 
laws  of  the  United  States." 

These  additions  would  render  the  majority  report  much  mora 
acceptable  to  the  northern  people  than  it  is  in  its  present  shape, 
though  even  then,  I  am  bound  to  declare,  I  could  not  support  it  I 
prefer  the  substitute.  In  what  I  have  now  to  say,  I  shall  not  confine 
myself  to  a  discussion  of  these  propositions,  but  availing  myself  of 
the  latitude  of  debate  hitherto  allowed  to  gentlemen  who  have  ad- 
dressed the  Conference  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  I  shall  endeavor  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  this  body, 
more  ftdly  than  I  have  yet  done,  my  views  upon  tho  general 
question  presented  for  our  consideration. 

For  myself,  I  state  at  the  outset  that  I  am  indisposed  to  flifi 
adoption,  at  the  present  time,  of  any  amendment  of  the  Constitnr 
tion.  To  change  the  organic  law  of  thirty  millions  of  peo- 
ple is  a  measure  of  the  greatest  importance.  Such  a  meaanze 
should  never  be  undertaken  in  any  case,  or  under  any  circnm- 
stances,  without  great  deliberation  and  the  highest  moral  certainty 
that  the  country  will  be  benefited  by  the  change.  In  this 
case,  as  yet,  there  has  been  no  deliberation;  certainly  not 
so  far  as  the  delegates  from  New  York  are  concerned.  The  reso- 
lutions of  Virginia  were  passed  on  the  19th  of  January.  New 
York  (her  Legislature  being  in  session)  appointed  her  delegates 
on  the  5th  of  February.  We  came  here  on  tho  8th.  Our  delega- 
tion was  not  full  for  a  week.  Tho  amendments  proposed  were 
submitted  on  the  15th.  It  is  now  the  20th  of  the  month.  We 
are  urged  to  act  at  once  without  further  deliberation  or  delay. 

To  found  an  empire,  or  to  make  a  constitution  for  a  peo- 
ple, on  which  so  much  of  their  happiness  depends,  requires 
the  sublimest  effort  of  tho  human  intellect,  the  greatest  im« 
partiality  in  weighing  opposing  interests,  the  utmost  calmness 
in  judgment,  the  highest  prudence  in  decision.     It  is  pro- 
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posed  that  we  shall  proceed  to  amend  in  essential  particulars  a 
Constitution  which,  since  its  adoption  by  the  people  of  this 
country,  has  answered  all  its  needs ;  with  a  haste  which  to  my 
mind  is  unnecessary,  not  to  say  indecent. 

Have  any  defects  been  discovered  in  this  Constitution! 
I  have  listened  most  attentively  to  hear  those  defects  mentioned, 
if  any  such  have  been  found  to  exist.  I  have  heard  none. 
No  change  in  the  Judicial  Department  is  suggested.  The  ex- 
ercise of  judicial  powers  under  the  Constitution  has  been  satisfac- 
tory enough  to  the  South.  The  Judicial  Department  is  to  be  left 
untonched,  as  I  think  it  should  be.  You  propose  no  change  in 
the  form  of  the  Executive  or  Legislative  Departments.  These  you 
leave  as  they  were  before.  What  you  do  propose  is,  to  place  cer- 
tain limitations  upon  the  Legislative  power,  to  prohibit  legisla- 
tion upon  certain  important  subjects,  to  give  new  guarantees  to 
daveiy,  and  this,  as  you  admit,  before  any  person  has  been  injur- 
ed, before  any  right  has  been  infringed. 

There  is  high  authority  which  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  you, 

that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  now  in  oflBce,  for 

ihe  statement  that  Congress  never  undertook  to  pass  an  uncon- 

idtutional  law  aflfecting  the  interests  of  slavery  except  the  Mis- 

louri  Compromise.    Well,  you  have  repealed  that.    You  have 

dfio  every  assurance  that  can  be  given,  that  the  administration 

ibont  coming  into  power  proposes  no  interference  with  your  in- 

idtutions  within  State  limits.     Can  you  not  be  satisfied  with 

ihatl    No.    You  propose  these  amendments  in  advance.    You 

iittist  upon  them,  and  you  declare  that  you  must  and  will  have 

tiieni  or  certain  consequences  must  follow.    But,  gentlemen  of  the 

South,  what  reasons  do  you  give  for  entering  upon  this  hasty, 

tkis  precipitate  action  ?     You  say  it  is  the  prevailing  sense  of 

inseciirity,  the  anxiety,  the  apprehension  you  feel  lest  something 

unlawful,  something  unconstitutional,  may  be  done.     Yet  the 

gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Seddon)  tells  us  that  Virginia  is 

ible  to    protect    all  who   reside  within   her  limits,  and  that 

ibe  will  do  so  at  all  hazards.     Why  not  tell  us  the  truth 

outright!    It  is  not  action  under  the  Constitution  or  in  Con- 

pw  that  you  would  prevent.     What  is  it,  then  ?     You  are 

^BUrmined  to  prevent  tlie  agitation  of  the  subject.    Let  us 

^lodetBtand  each  other.     You  have  called  us  here  to  prevent 

fiitaie  discussion  of  the  subject  of  slavery.    It  is  that  you  fear — 
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it  IB  tTud  yon  would  ayoid--discussion  in  Congress — ^in  the  State 
Legislatures — ^in  the  newspapers — ^in  popular  assemblies. 

But  will  the  plan  you  propose,  the  course  you  have  marked 
out,  accomplish  your  purpose  ?  Will  it  stop  discussion  ?  Will  it 
lessen  it  in  the  ^ghtest  degree  ?  Can  you  not  profit  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  ?  Can  you  prevent  an  agitation  of  this  sub- 
ject, or  any  other,  by  any  constitutional  provisions  !  Ko  I  Look 
at  the  details  of  your  scheme.  You  propose  through  the  Consti- 
tution to  require  payment  for  fugitive  slaves :  to  nuike  the  North 
pay  for  them.  You  are  thus  throwing  a  lighted  firebrand  not 
only  into  Congress,  but  into  every  State  Legislature,  into  eveiy 
county,  city,  and  village  in  the  land. 

This  one  proposition  to  pay  for  fugitive  slaves,  will  prove  a 
subject  for  almost  irrepressible  agitation.  You  say  to  the  State 
Legislatures,  you  shall  not  obstruct  the  rendition  of  fugitives  firom 
service,  but  you  may  legislate  in  aid  of  their  rendition,  thereby 
implying  that  the  latter  kind  of  legislation  will  be  their  duty. 
You  thus  provide  a  new  subject  of  discussion  and  agitation  ftr 
all  these  Legislatures.  In  the  Border  States  especially,  such  as' 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  you  will  find  this  agitation  fiercer  than 
any  you  have  hitherto  witnessed;  of  which  you  complain  bo 
much.  You  will  add  to  the  flame  untU  it  becomes  a  consuming  fiie. 

You  propose  to  stop  the  discussion  of  these  questions  by  the 
press.  Do  you  really  believe  that  in  this  age  of  the  world  yon 
can  accomplish  that  ?  You  know  little  of  history  if  such  is 
your  belief.  Free  speech  is  stronger  than  constitutions  or  dy- 
nasties. You  might  as  well  put  your  hands  over  the  crater  of  a 
burning  volcano,  and  seek  .thus  to  extinguish  its  flames,  as  to  at- 
tempt to  stop  discussion  by  such  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Stop  discussion  of  the  great  questions  affecting  the  policy, 
strength,  and  prosperity  of  the  Government  1  You  cannot  do  it  1 
You  ought  not  to  attempt  to  do  it ! 

I  wish  to  speak  kindly  upon  this  subject.  I  entertain  no  un- 
friendly feelings  toward  any  section.  But  while  you  are  thus  com- 
plaining of  us  in  the  free  States,  because  we  agitate  and  discuss  the 
question  of  slavery,  are  you  not,  in  a  great  d^ee,  responsible  for 
this  agitation  yourselves  ?  Do  you  not  discuss  it,  and  agitate  it ! 
Do  you  not  make  slavery  the  subject  of  your  speeches  in  the 
South,  and  in  the  presence  of  your  slaves  ?  Do  you  not  make 
charges  against  us,  whidi  in  your  cooler  moments  you  know  to  be 
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unfounded  ?  Do  you  not  charge  us  in  the  hearing  of  your  daveB 
with  the  design  of  interfering  with  slavery  in  t^e  States,  with 
a  design  to  firee  them  if  we  sucoe^  ? 

You  have  done  all  this  and  more,  and  if  discontent,  anxiety, 
ind  mistrust  exist  among  your  people,  let  me  say  that  such  dis- 
eoBsion  has  contributed  more  to  produce  them,  than  all  the  agita- 
tion of  the  slavery  question  at  the  North.  But  your  amendments 
are  not  pointed  at  your  discussions.  That  kind  of  agitation  may 
go  on  as  before.  It  is  only  the  discussion  on  the  other  side 
yon  would  repress  I 

If  the  condition  of  affairs  among  you  is  as  you  represent  it, 
have  you  no  duties  to  perform;  is  there  nothing  for  you  to 
do  t  Should  you  not  tell  your  people  what  we  have  assured  you 
iipon  every  proper  occasion,  that  the  Eepublican  Party  has 
always  repudiate  all  intention  of  interfering  with  slavery,  or  any 
otiher  Southern  institutiqu  within  the  States?  This  you  aU 
know.  Have  you  told  your  people  this?  If  you  would  explain 
it  to  them  now,  would  tiiey  not  be  quieted  ?  Do  not  reply  that 
they  ieiieve  we  have  such  a  purpose.  Who  is  reponsible  for  that 
belief!  Have  you  not  continually  asserted  before  your  peo- 
ple^ notwithstanding  every  assurance  we  could  give  you  to 
the  contrary,  that  we  are  determined  to  interfere  with  your 
lights  f    It  is  thus  the  responsibility  rests  with  you. 

Although  such  is  my  conviction,  supported,  as  I  think,  by  all 
the  evidence,  I  am  still  for  peace.  Show  me  now  any  proposi- 
tion that  will  secure  peace,  and  I  will  go  for  it  if  I  can.  We 
came  here  to  take  each  other  by  the  hand,  to  compare  views, 
explain,  consult  We  meet  you  in  the  most  reasonable  spirit. 
Any  thing  that  honorable  men  may  do,  we  totll  do. 

We  will  go  back  to  1845  when  you  admitted  Texas ;  back  to 
the  Missouri  Compromise  of  1820.  You  certainly  can  complain 
of  nothing  previous  to  that  time.  If,  since  then,  there  has  been 
any  law  of  Congress  passed  which  is  unjust  toward  you,  which 
infiringes  upon  your  rights,  which  operates  unfairly  upon  your 
interests,  we  wiU  join  you  in  securing  its  repeal.  We  wiU  go 
further.  If  you  will  point  out  any  act  of  the  Eepublican  Parly 
whidi  has  given  you  just  cause  for  apprehension,  we  will  give 
you  all  security  against  it.  We  will  do  any  thing  but  amend 
the  fundamental  law  of  Government,  Before  we  do  that  we 
must  be  convinced  of  its  necessity. 
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When  yon  propose  essential  changes  in  the  Constitntion  70a 
mnst  expect  that  tiiey  will  be  subjected  to  a  critical  examination ; 
if  not  here,  certainly  elsewhere.  I  object  to  those  proposed  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee — 

1st.  For  what  they  do  contain. 

2d.   For  what  they  do  not  contain. 

I  do  not  proi>08e  to  criticize  the  language  nsed  in  yonr  proposi- 
tions of  amendment.  That  wonld  be  trifling.  I  think  the  lan> 
gnage  very  infelicitous,  and  if  I  supposed  those  propositions  wen 
to  become  part  of  the  Constitution,  I  should  think  many  verbal 
changes  indispensable.  But  I  pass  by  all  that,  and  come  at  once 
to  the  substance. 

I  object  to  the  propositions,  sir,  because  they  would  put  into  the 
Constitution  new  expressions  relating  to  slavery,  whidi  were  sed- 
ulously kept  out  of  it  by  the  framers  of  that  instrument ;  lefk 
out  of  it,  not  accidentally,  but  because,  as  Madison  said,  they  did 
not  wish  posterity  to  know  from  the  Constitution  that  the  instir 
tution  existed. 

But  I  object  ftirther,  because  the  propositions  contain  gnann- 
tees  for  slavery  which  our  fathers  did  not  and  would  not  giva 
In  1787  the  convention  was  held  at  Philadelphia  to  establish  our 
form  of  Government.  Washington  was  its  presiding  officer, 
whose  name  was  in  itself  a  bond  of  union.  It  was  soon  after 
the  close  of  a  long  and  bloody  war.  Shoulder  to  shoulder — 
through  winter  snows  and  beneath  summer  suns — ^through  such 
sufibrings  and  sacrifices  as  the  world  had  scarcely  ever  witness- 
ed— the  people  of  these  States,  under  Providence,  had  fought  and 
achieved  their  independence.  Fresh  from  the  field,  their  hearts 
fhU  of  patriotism,  determined  to  perpetuate  the  liberties  they 
had  achieved,  the  people  sent  their  delegates  into  the  conven- 
tion to  frame  a  Constitution  which  would  preserve  to  their  poster- 
ity the  blessings  they  had  won. 

These  delegates,  under  the  presidence  of  WAsmNOTON,  aided 
by  the  counsels  of  Madison  and  Feanxlin,  considered  the  very 
questions  with  which  we  are  now  dealing,  and  they  refused  to  put 
into  the  Constitution  which  they  were  making,  such  guarantees 
to  slavery  as  you  now  ask  from  their  descendants.  That  k 
my  interpretation  of  their  action.  Either  these  guarantees  are  in 
the  Constitution,  or  they  are  not.  If  they  are  there^  let  them 
remain  there.    If  they  are  not  there,  I  can  conceive  of  no 
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poflBible  state  of  drcnmstanceB  under  which  I  would  oonsent  to 
idmit  them. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD :— Not  to  saye  the  TJnion  ? 

Mr.  i?^IKLT) : — "No^  sir,  no  I  That  is  m j  comprehensive  an- 
Bwer. 

Mr.  MORETTEAT) :— Then  you  will  let  the  Union  slide. 

Mr.  FIELD: — ^No,  never  1  I  would  let  slavery  dide,  and 
gave  the  Union.  Greater  things  than  this  have  been  done.  This 
year  has  seen  slavery  abolished  in  all  the  Bussias. 

Mr.  ROMAN : — ^Do  you  think  it  better  to  have  the  free  and 
dare  States  separated,  and  to  have  the  Union  dissolved  ? 

Mr.  FIELD : — ^I  would  sacrifice  all  I  have;  lay  down  my  life 
fixr  the  Union.  But  I  will  not  give  these  guarantees  to  slavery. 
If  the  Union  cannot  be  preserved  without  them,  it  cannot  long  be 
preaerved  with  them.  Let  me  ask  you,  if  you  will  recommend  to 
the  jwople  of  the  southern  States,  in  case  these  guarantees  are 
ocmoeded,  to  accept  them,  and  abide  by  their  obligations  to  the 
Union  I  You  answer.  Yes  1  Do  you  suppose  you  can  induce 
the  seceded  States  to  return  ?  You  answer :  We  do  not  know  I 
What  will  you  yourselves  do  if,  after  all,  they  refuse  i  Your 
answer  is,  "  Fi  vnU  go  with  ihem  !  " 

We  are  to  understand,  then,  that  this  is  the  language  of  the 
slave  States,  which  have  not  seceded,  toward  the  free  States  :  ^^  If 
yon  wiU  support  our  amendments,  we  will  try  to  induce  the  seceded 
States  to  return  to  the  Union.  We  rather  think  we  can  induce 
them  to  return ;  but  if  we  cannot,  then  wo  will  go  with  them." 

What  is  to  be  done  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
while  you  are  trying  this  experiment  ?  The  seceded  States  are  or- 
ganizing a  Government  with  all  its  departments.  They  are  levy- 
ing taxes,  raising  military  forces,  and  engaging  in  commerce  with 
fixieign  nations,  in  plain  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  C!onsti- 
tntioii.  If  this  condition  of  affairs  lasts  six  months  longer,  France 
and  England  will  recognize  theirs  as  a  Government  ds  facto.  Do 
yon  suppose  we  will  gubmit  to  this,  that  we  can  submit  to  it  ? 

I  speak  only  for  myself.  I  undertake  to  commit  no  one  but 
myself;  but  I  here  assert,  that  an  administration  which  fails  to 
assert  by  force  its  authority  over  the  whole  country  will  be  a  dis- 
grace to  the  nation.  There  is  no  middle  ground ;  we  must  keep 
this  country  unbroken,  or  we  give  it  up  to  ruin  I 
-     We  are  told  that  one  State  has  an  hundred  thousand  men  ready 
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for  the  field,  and  that  if  we  do  not  assent  to  these  propofli- 
tions  she  will  fight  ns.  If  I  believed  this  to  be  true,  I  would  not 
consent  to  treat  on  any  terms. 

From  the  ports  of  these  sex^ed  States  have  sailed  all  the  filli- 
bnstering  expeditions  which  have  heretofore  disgraced  this  land 
There,  have  those  enterprises  been  conceived  and  fitted  out 
Their  new  government  will  enter  npon  a  new  career  of  conqaest 
imless  prevented.  Even  if  these  propositions  of  amendment  are 
received  and  submitted  to  the  people,  I  see  nothing  but  war  in  the 
fatnre,  unless  those  States  are  quickly  brought  back  to  their  alle- 
giance. 

I  do  not  propose  to  use  harsh  language,  I  will  not  stigmatuBe 
this  Convention  as  a  political  body,  or  assert  that  this  is  a  move- 
ment toward  a  revolution  counter  to  a  political  revolution  just 
accomplished  by  the  elections,  ^or  will  I  speak  of  personal  lib- 
erty bills,  or  of  northern  State  legislation,  about  which  so  mudi 
complaint  has  been  made.  If  I  went  into  those  questions^  mudi 
might  be  said  on  both  sides.  We  might  ask  you  whether  you 
had  not  thrown  stones  at  us  ? 

Did  not  the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  in  his  message  to  the  Leg- 
islature of  his  State,  recommend  special  legislation  against  the 
supporters  of  Mr.  Linooln  i  Is  there  not  on  the  statute  books 
of  Maryland  a  law  which  prohibits  a  "  black  Eepublican"  fiom 
holdipg  certain  offices  in  that  State  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON :— There  was  a  police  bill  before  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Maryland,  in  which  some  provision  of  that  kind  was  inserted 
by  one  who  wished  to  defeat  it.  Its  friends  were  compelled  to 
accept  the  provision  in  order  to  save  the  bill.  The  courts  at 
once  held  the  provision  unconstitutional.    All  that  is  so. 

Mr.  FIELI) : — I  am  answered.  It  is  admitted  that  the  L^ps- 
lature  of  that  ancient  State  did  place  upon  her  statute  book  an 
act  passed  with  all  the  forms  of  law,  containing  a  provision  bo 
insulting  to  millions  of  American  citizens. 

Mr.  HOWARD : — ^Will  Mr.  Field  peiyiit  me  a  single  quea- 
tion  ?  I  ask  it  for  information,  and  because  I  am  unable  to  an- 
swer it  myself.  I  therefore  rely  upon  his  superior  judgment  and 
better  means  of  knowledge.  It  appears  to  me  that  Massachusetts^ 
Maine,  and  New  York  have  gone  much  farther.  The  charge  is 
a  serious  one.  Maryland  has  never  refused  to  submit  to  the 
decisions  of  the  proper  judicial  tribunals.    The  Constitution  has 
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rovided  for  the  erection  of  a  tribunal  which  should  finally  de- 
de  all  queBiions  of  constitutional  law.  That  tribunal  has  de- 
ded  that  the  people  of  the  slave  States  have  a  legal  right  to  go 
ito  the  territories  with  their  property.  The  gentleman  from  New 
ork  tells  us  he  is  in  favor  of  free  territory,  and  his  people  are  also. 
Now,  I  wish  to  ask,  where  in  the  Constitution  he  finds  the 
ght  to  appeal  fix)m  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the 
opular  voice  ?  In  what  clause  of  the  Constitution  is  this  power 
idged  ?  Where  does  he  find  this  right  of  appeal  to  the  people, 
right  which  he  insists  the  North  will  not  give  up  ? 

Mr.  FIELD : — ^I  am  happy  to  answer  the  question  of  the  gen- 
leman  from  Maryland,  and  I  reply  that  when  once  the  Supreme 
iourt  has  decided  a  question,  I  know  of  no  way  in  which  the 
edsion  can  be  reversed,  except  through  an  amendment  of  the 
looBtitntion.  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  the  authority  of  the 
•upreme  Court.  I  would  take  up  arms,  if  necessary,  to  execute 
B  decisions.  I  say  that  States,  as  well  as  persons,  should  respect 
nd  conform  to  its  judgments,  and  I  would  say  they  must.  But 
am  bound  in  candor  to  add,  that  in  my  view  the  Supreme  Court 
18  never  adjudged  the  point  to  which  the  gentlemen  refers;  it 
ave  opinions,  but  no  decision. 

I  was  about  to  state,  when  I  was  first  interrupted,  that  the 
lajority  report  altogether  omits  those  guarantees,  which,  if  the 
Janfititution  is  to  be  amended,  ought  to  be  there  before  any  others 
hat  have  been  suggested.  I  mean  those  which  will  secure  protec- 
oon  in  the  South  to  the  citizens  of  the  free  States,  and  those 
which  will  protect  the  Union  against  future  attempts  at  secession ; 
guarantees  which  are  contained  in  the  propositions  that  I  have 
mbmitted  as  proper  to  be  added  to  the  report  of  the  majority. 

But,  sir,  I  must  insist,  that  if  amendments  to  the  Constitution 

ne  required  at  all,  it  is  better  that  they  should  be  proposed  and 

conaidered  in  a  General  Convention.  Although  I  do  not  regard  this 

Conference  as  exactly  unconstitutional,  it  is  certainly  a  bad  pre- 

ttdent.    It  is  a  body  nominally  composed  of  representatives  of 

Restates,  and  is  called  to  urge  upon  Congress  propositions  of 

>i&endment  to  the  Constitution.    Its  recommendations  will  have 

•ometJiing  of  force  in  them ;  it  will  undoubtedly  be  claimed  for 

ft«n  m  Congress  that  they  possess  such  force.    I  do  not  like  to 

•*  an  irregular  body  sitting  by  the  side  of  a  legislative  body  and 

attempting  to  influence  its  action. 
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Again,  all  the  States  are  not  here.  Oregon  and  California — 
the  great  Pacific  dominiong  with  all  their  wealth  and  power,  pres- 
ent and  prospective — ^have  not  been  consulted  at  alL  Will  it  be 
replied  tiiat  all  the  States  can  vote  upon  the  amendments  ?  That 
is  a  very  different  thing  from  proposing  them.  California  and 
Oregon  may  have  interests  of  their  own  to  protect,  propositions  of 
their  own  to  make.  Is  it  right  for  ns  to  act  without  consulting 
them  ?  I  will  go  for  a  convention,  because  I  believe  it  is  the  best 
way  to  avoid  civil  war. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— If  a  General  Convention  is  held,  what 
amendments  will  you  propose  ? 

Mr.  FIELD : — I  have  already  said  that  I  have  none  to  pro- 
pose.   I  am  satisfied  with  the  Constitution  as  it  is. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE:— Then,  for  God's  sake,  let  us  have  no 
General  Convention. 

Mr.  FIELD: — I  think  the  gentleman's  observation  is  not 
logical.  He  wants  amendments,  I  do  not.  But  I  say  if  we  are 
to  have  them,  let  us  have  them  through  a  General  Convention. 

And  I  say  farther,  that  this  is  the  quickest  way  to  secuie 
them.  K  a  General  Convention  is  to  be  called,  let  it  be  held  at 
once,  just  as  soon  as  possible.  If  gentlemen  from  eight  of  the 
States  in  this  Conference  represent  truly  the  public  sentiment  of 
their  people,  as  I  will  assume  they  do,  there  is  no  other  alterna- 
tive. We  must  have  either  the  arbitrament  of  reason  or  the 
arbitrament  of  the  sword.  The  gloomy  future  alone  can  teU 
whether  the  latter  is  to  be  the  one  adopted.  I  greatly  fear  it  is.  The 
conviction  presses  upon  me  in  my  waking  and  my  sleeping  honiB. 
Only  last  night  I  dreamed  of  marching  armies  and  news  from  the 
seat  of  war.    [A  laugh  from  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  benches.] 

The  gentlemen  laugh.  I  thought  they,  too,  had  fears  of  war. 
I  thought  their  threats  and  prophecies  were  sincere.  God  grant 
that  I  may  not  hereafter  have  to  say,  "I  had  a  dream  that  was 
not  all  a  dream." 

Sir,  I  have  but  little  more  to  trouble  you  with.  In  what  I 
have  said  I  trust  there  has  been  no  expression  that  wUl  be  taken 
in  ill  part.  I  have  spoken  what  I  sincerely  felt.  If  there  has 
been  an  unkind  word  in  my  remarks  I  did  not  intend  it,  and  am 
sorry  for  having  uttered  it. 

For  my  own  State  and  for  the  North  I  have  only  to  say  that 
they  are  devoted  to  the  Union.    We  have  been  reminded  of 
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Hahilton's  opinion,  that  the  States  are  stronger  than  the  Union, 
md  that  when  the  collision  comes  the  Union  mnst  fall.  This 
JB  a  mistake.  In  the  North  the  love  for  the  Union  is  the 
strongest  of  political  affections.  New  York  will  stand  hj 
fihe  flag  of  the  country  while  there  is  a  star  left  in  its  folds. 
If  the  Union  should  be  reduced  to  thirteen  States — if  it  should 
be  reduced  to  three  States — if  all  should  fall  away  but  herself 
she  will  stand  alone  to  bear  and  uphold  that  honored  flag, 
and  recover  the  Union  of  which  it  is  the  pledge  and  sym- 
boL  God  grant  that  time  may  never  come,  but  that  New 
York  may  stand  side  by  side  with  Kentucky  and  Virginia  to  the 
end.  That  we  may  all  stand  by  the  Union,  negotiate  for  it,  fight 
finr  it,  if  the  necessity  comes,  is  my  wish,  my  hope,  my  prayer. 
The  Constitution  made  for  us  by  Washinoton,  Fbanklin,  Mat>i- 
aoar,  and  Hahqlton,  and  the  wise  and  patriotic  men  who  labors 
ed  with  them,  is  good  enough  for  us.  We  stand  for  the  coun- 
try, for  the  Union,  for  the  Constitution. 

I  found  yesterday  upon  my  table  a  pamphlet  bearing  the 
title  of  ^^  The  Governing  Eace."    It  contains  a  sublime  passage 
fiom  Longfellow's  poem  of  "  The  Ship,"  which,  as  it  closes  the 
pamphlet,  shall  also  close  my  observations : 
"Thon,  too,  Bail  on,  O  Ship  of  State ! 

Sail  on,  O  UNION,  strong  and  great  I 

Hnmanitj  with  all  its  foars, 

With  all  the  hopes  of  future  years, 

Ts  hanging  hreathlcss  on  thy  fate  I 

We  know  what  Master  laid  thy  keel, 

What  Workmen  wrought  thy  ribs  of  steel, 

Who  made  each  mast,  and  sail,  and  ropo^ 

What  anvils  rang,  what  hammers  beat, 

In  what  a  forge  and  what  a  heat 

Were  shaped  the  anchors  of  thy  hope  I 

Fear  not  each  sudden  sound  and  shock, 

'Tis  of  the  wave  and  not  the  rock ; 

n?is  but  the  flapping  of  the  sail, 

And  not  a  rent  made  by  the  gale  I 

In  spite  of  rock  and  tempest^s  roar, 

In  spite  of  false  lights  on  the  shore, 

Sail  on,  nor  fear  to  breast  the  sea  I 

Our  hearts,  our  hopes,  are  all  with  thee^ 

Our  hearts,  our  hopes,  our  prayers,  our  tean^ 

Our  faith  triumphant  o^er  our  fears. 

Are  all  with  thee, — are  all  with  thee.*' 
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Hr.  WHITE :— I  shall  not  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  tba 
Conference.  All  the  speeches  that  have  been  made,  and  all  tlie 
declamation  that  has  been  uttered  on  this  floor,  have  not  made  a 
single  convert.  Last  of  all  ^^ould  I  wish  to  follow  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat  He  proposes  to  poBtpone 
action,  asserts  lliat  we  are  acting  without  consideration,  in  haste, 
and  without  due  deliberation.  I  look  upon  this  subject  fiom  a 
different  point  of  view.  I  believe  the  motive  of  Pennsylvania  in 
first  responding  to  the  invitation  of  Virginia  was  to  induce  the 
States  to  meet  here  in  council,  and  remove  that  peril  which  now 
threatens  our  common  country. 

Pennsylvania  had  another  reason.  She  is  a  border  State ;  she 
has  a  deeper  and  more  vital  interest  in  the  present  unhappy  dif- 
ferences tiian  New  York  or  the  North.  If  there  is  to  be  war; 
civil,  unnatural  war,  whose  country  is  to  be  devastated,  whose 
fields  laid  waste  and  trampled  down  ?  They  are  those  of  the 
border  States — of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  poa- 
sibly  New  Jersey.  These  are  the  States  tliat  are  to  suffer.  Gen- 
tlemen &om  New  York  and  the  North  East,  in  the  bosom  of  thdr 
families,  their  towns  and  cities  not  in  the  least  danger,  may  be 
as  impassive  as  the  granite  rocks  that  bind  their  shores.  We 
have  a  deeper,  a  more  vital  interest ;  therefore  we  feel  and  speak. 
When  Pennsylvania  received  the  invitation  of  Virginia,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  other  States  had  seceded.  Dangers  were 
accumulating.  Then  it  was  that  the  old  conservative  Keystone 
State  threw  herself  into  the  breach.  She  sent  her  delegation  here 
to  save  the  country  and  not  to  change  the  Constitution — ^not  to 
alter  it,  but  to  explain  it  and  to  give  our  Southern  sisters  the 
guarantees  they  once  did  not  ask  and  did  not  need.  We  believed 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  were 
Union  loving  men,  who  choose  to  sail  under  the  fiag  of  the 
Union,  rather  than  under  any  piratical  and  treasonable  banner. 
We  knew  there  were  rebels  within  tMse  States,  as  there  is  a 
faction  at  the  North  composed  of  men  as  much  rebels  as  they  are. 
We  knew,  also,  that  there  was  a  largo  bod^  of  men  at  the  South, 
who,  though  loyal  at  heart,  were  in  a  state  of  great  anxiety  and 
apprehension,  and  who  might  be  stirred  up  by  demagogues, 
through  app^ds  to  their  State  pride  and  other  infiuences^  to  take 
a  stand  against  the  Union. 
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The  Eepublicans  denied  that  they  wished  to  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  the  institution  of  slavery.  We  have  come  here  to 
give  the  slave  States  a  declaratory  exposition  of  our  views.  We 
have  come  bearing  the  olive  branch.  We  are  met  by  the  South 
in  a  spirit  of  conciliation.  The  delegates  tell  us  that  they  hope 
to  be  able  to  bring  back  their  erring  sister  States  into  the  fold  of 
the  Union,  if  they  can  go  to  them  bearing  satisfactory  guarantees 
from  us.  Pennsylvania  is  willing  that  we  should  give  them  that 
opportunity.  We  have  lived  in  harmony  with  them :  we  wish  to 
live  in  peace  with  them.  K  the  seceded  States  will  not  come 
back,  if  the  other  Southern  States  cannot  bring  them  back,  then, 
are  we  in  any  worse  position  ?  No,  sir !  we  are  not.  We  desire  to 
place  ourselves  right  before  the  world.  Then,  if  some  States  will 
not  stay  in  the  Union,  on  their  heads  be  the  responsibility.  Then, 
if  any  vnrong  has  been  done,  if  any  right  has  been  violated,  Penn- 
Bylvania  will  not  be  responsible.  We  shall  have  done  our  duty, 
on  them  will  the  responsibility  rest.  They  must  answer  for  it  be- 
fore the  world  and  before  the  judgment-seat. 

What  will  be  the  consequence  of  postponing  action  on  this 
mbject?  We  are  strengthening  the  position  of  the  seceded 
States.    We 

^^Keep  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear, 
And  break  it  to  the  hope." 

Every  rebel  will  rejoice  at  our  inaction. 

lie  continuance  of  Virginia  in  the  Union  depends  upon  the 
action  of  a  convention  now  in  session  in  Richmond.    If  we  send 
her  commissioners  home  to  say  to  that  convention,  "  The  North 
win  wait  two  years  and  then  consider  your  propositions,"  what 
will  the  convention  say  to  that  ?    The  seceded  States  have  at 
this  moment  commissioners  at  Kichmond  entreating  Yirginia  to 
joia  their  Confederacy,  and  to  detach  herself  from  the  free  States. 
If  we  fail  to  act,  who  can  fail  to  foresee  the  consequences  ?    Ma- 
ryland is  about  calling  a  convention.    She,  too,  will  act,  and  she 
iriH  go  where  her  associations  and  her  interests  carry  her. 

From  this  you  can  infer  seme  of  the  reasons  why  Pennsylva- 
^  lias  B^t  her  commissioners  here.  Her  object  was  not  delay. 
Her  wish  was  for  action — speedy  action.  She  wishes  to  do  all 
*fi  can  to  accelerate  action.  She  wishes  to  have  some  plan  laid 
^re  the  country  at  once — something  fair  to  all  sections — and 
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then,  with  the  alternatives  before  them,  let  the  people  decide. 
She  wishes  to  pour  oil  on  the  troubled  waters. 

We  are  told  by  our  friend  from  New  York,  that  the  amend- 
ments are  badly  drawn.  If  so,  let  him  help  us  to  correct  them. 
No  one  can  do  it  better.  Surely  there  is  talent  enough  in  €tm 
Conference  to  remedy  such  defects  as  are  suggested  by  him. 

Gentlemen  say  they  do  not  wish  to  convert  free  territory  into 
slave  territory.  Neither  do  I.  TVe  are  not  doing  that  All  the 
territory  south  of  the  line  proposed  is  slave  territory  already. 
The  adoption  of  these  propositions  does  not  extend  slaveiy  at  alL 

The  first  advantage  the  Eepublican  party  ever  obtidned  in 
Pennsylvania,  was  on  account  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise,  followed  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  declar- 
ing that  the  normal  condition  of  the  territory  was  a  condition  of 
slavery,  and  on  that  ground  holding  the  Missouri  Compromise  ui- 
constitutional.  Such  being  the  state  of  the  matter,  do  we  lose 
any  thing  by  the  prohibition  of  slavery  north  of  36®  SCI 
No  1  All  that  vast  territory  north  of  the  line  will  be  dedr 
icated  to  freedom.  The  South  asks  that  faith  shall  be  kept; 
that  slavery  in  the  territory  south  of  the  line  shall  not  be  inter- 
fered with.  This  is  the  only  material  averment  in  the  declara- 
tion. 

The  second  article  contains  a  modification  of  the  Constitutioin 
which  was  not  intended.  This  I  understand  it  is  proper  to 
amend. 

Another  proposition  is  to  put  a  barrier  into  the  Constitution, 
which  will  prevent  the  acquisition  of  territory  in  fiiture  by  joint 
resolution.  To  this  I  am  sure  the  gentleman  from  New  Yorik 
will  not  object. 

Sir,  I  have  read  and  carefully  considered  all  the  proposed 
amendments.  To  my  mind  they  present  no  essential  changes,  <Mr 
modifications,  or  constructions,  of  tliat  instrument.  I  can  see  no 
injury  in  them  to  tlie  interests  of  the  North.  I  think  they  are 
rather  to  the  advantage  of  the  North.  I  believe  the  people  of 
tljc  North  will  hasten  cheerfully  to  adopt  tliem. 

Now,  if  we  can  adopt  them — if  we  can  make  them  a  part  of 
our  organic  law,  and  thus  settle  these  differences,  who  will  not 
be  glad  t    There  is  still  a  deep  and  abiding  love  of  the  Union  in 
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the  hearts  of  all  the  peopla    They  will  hail  with  joy  any  action 
of  yours  which  tends  to  strengthen  it. 

Mr.  TUCK :— I  ahonld  not  address  the  Conference  at  this 
time  if  I  did  not  discover  early  signs  of  closing  the  debate,  and  I 
prefer  to  be  clearly  understood  upon  the  subject  of  discussion  be- 
fi»e  it  doses. 

I  well  understand  the  appeals  of  the  border  slave  States. 
They  think  that  one-half  their  number  are  already  out  of  the 
Union.  They  deem  themselves  weakened  by  their  defection.  I 
well  understand  the  inquiry  of  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  Vir- 
fpmsL,  when  he  asked,  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  "  Can't 
70a  understand  our  position } " 

I  have  listened  to  appeals  stronger  and  more  eloquent  than  I 
ever  expect  to  hear  again..  The  representatives  from  the  South 
on  this  floor  are  skilful  in  debate  and  eloquent  in  speech.  Were 
there  no  view  of  the  case  but  the  one  they  present,  I  might  be- 
oosne  a  convert  mysel£ 

They  have  seen  half  of  the  slave  States,  acting  on  the  theory 

of  right  claimed  by  the  South,  undertake  to  go  out  of  the  Union. 

If  they  love  the  States  they  represent,  and  the  Union  of  all  the 

States,  they  should  be  filled  with  apprehension  and  alarm.     The 

Tenerablo  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Judge  Buffik)  has 

ippealed  to  us  with  an  ardor,  patriotism,  and  eloquence  which 

IttB  produced  an  indelible  impression  upon  my  mind,  while  the 

genUeman  (Mr.  Seddok)  from  Virginia,  in  describing  parallels  of 

attack  which  the  North,  as  he  said,  were  constructiug,  in  the 

QOOiBe  of  events,  about  the  institution  of  slavery,  commanded  my 

udivided  attention.     Yet  gentlemen  greatly  err  in  assuming 

fliat  we  of  the  Korth  are  acting  under  some  wizard  influence,  and, 

oat  of  pure  malignity,  are  plotting  the  overthrow  of  slavery. 

There  is  no  plot  or  general  concert  in  the  action  of  the  North  on 

ftis  subject    We  are,  like  the  South,  subject  to  general  laws  af- 

feting  mind  and  morals,  as  well  as  pecuniary  concerns,  which 

liWB  cannot  be  disregarded.    "We  cannot  act  otherwise  than  we 

4>.   Ideas  and  principles  control,  and  we  and  those  whom  we 

i^Bpresent  will  act  in  accordance  with  them,  whatever  be  the  con- 

Much  is  saldhere  about  saving  to  the  Union  the  slave  States  not 
J^gone.   All  I  have  to  say  on  this  ]>oint  is,  I  wish  to  save  them, 
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and  I  trust  we  shall  have  less  trouble  with  the  seven  than  with 
the  fifteen. 

The  chair  was  here  taken  by  Mr.  Alezahdeb. 

The  people  of  this  country,  IN'orth  and  South  alike,  obey  the 
laws  of  interest  and  morality.  There  is  no  dispoeition  at  the 
North  to  destroy  slavery.  Let  these  accusations  and  criminationi 
be  heard  no  more.  What  I  am  about  to  say  may  weigh  but  lit- 
tle, but  I  know  something  of  the  North,  and  a  litde  of  the  Sonlh. 
I  fully  believe  that  the  institution  of  slavery  within  the  States 
should  be  left  with  them  exclusively — ^that  such  is  the  prevailing 
sentiment  of  the  North.  I  say  so  because  there  is  no  dispoutiQii 
at  the  North  to  interfere  with  it.  Do  we  believe  that  we  can 
manage  slavery  better  than  you  i  No,  sir  I  I  believe  that  we 
could  not  manage  it  so  well.  If  we  h^  been  reared  on  your  soil 
in  the  midst  of  slavery,  we  could  manage  it  just  as  welL  It  is  a 
mistake  and  a  pernicious  error,  for  the  South  to  believe  that 
either  party  at  the  North  proposes  to  raise  any  question  relating 
to  slavery  within  State  limits.  There  is  not  a  man  at  the  NordL 
who  could  stand  up  long  enough  to  fall  down,  if  he  should  take 
such  a  position. 

There  are  problems  connected  with  slavery  which  we  cannot 
aolve ;  we  do  not  wish  to  undertake  their  solution.  We  wiD 
leave  them  with  you. 

What,  then,  should  we  do  ?  My  answer  is,  live  along  as  we 
have  done  before.  Wo  will  live  with  you  in  the  Union,  under  a 
Constitution  that  requires  us  to  help  you  keep  the  peace.  Whero 
you  dwell,  we  will  dwell.  Tour  people  shall  be  our  people,  and 
where  you  die,  we  will  die.  Our  Constitution  is  good  enou^ 
for  a  people  -who  are  wise  enough  to  live  under  it.  With  snoh  a 
Constitution,  Virginia  proposes  to  leave  the  Union. 

Will  you  leave  the  Union  because  the  Constitution  has  not 
been  rightly  construed  ?  No ;  for  it  has  been  construed  to  your 
entire  satisfaction.  It  has  been  made  to  speak  your  views.  Tho 
judges  of  our  Supreme  Courts  represent  your  opinions.  There 
has  never  been  a  construction  of  tlie  Constitution  adverse  to  your 
interests.  The  Dred  Scott  decision  protects  slavery  in  all  the 
territories  according  to  your  desire,  though  against  our  strong 
conviction  of  law  and  right.  Will  you  leave  the  Union  becausa 
you  have  not  had  the  Government  your  share  of  the  time  f    Ton 
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haye  jhad  posfiession  and  control  of  it  for  fifty  years  out  of  seventy- 
two  ;  and  during  a  large  portion  of  the  twenty-two  years,  when 
we  have  had  the  President  firom  the  free  States,  the  administrar 
tian  has  been  under  the  control  of  southern  sentiments,  and 
flODthem  interests  have  been  in  the  ascendency,  through  the  ser- 
▼ilitj  of  northern  men.  Do  you  leave  the  Union  in  order  to  secure 
the  protection  of  a  better  Constitution  ?  No ;  for  they  who  have 
left  OS  have  said  that  the  Constitution  was  well  enough,  if  the 
people  were  sufficiently  enlightened  to  live  imder  it  Why  is  it, 
then,  with  all  these  facts  before  you,  that  you  propose  to  turn 
away  from  the  Government  of  our  fathers,  from  all  the  glories  of 
tbe  past,  the  blessings  of  the  present,  and  the  hopes  of  the  future, 
to  hunt  for  new  and  better  things  imder  a  new  Government } 

Tou  are  going  out  of  the  Union  because  you  say  we  propose 
to  immolate  you — ^to  turn  you  over  to  the  mercies  of  a  Govern- 
ment of  slaves  set  free.  How  unfounded  is  such  a  belief!    Are  we 
not  brothers  still  ?    I  doubt  whether  there  was  a  better  feeling 
between  the  masses  of  the  North  toward  you  ten  or  seventy  years 
ago  than  there  is  to-day.    Can  you  find  better  fortunes  else- 
where ?    Where  do  you  propose  to  go  ?    To  the  doubtful  fortunes 
of  a  Southern  Confederacy  ?    You  certainly  are  not  acting  with 
your  accustomed  prudence  and  forethought.    You  know  what 
the  teachings  of  history  are  in  relation  to  nations  in  that  belt  of 
latitude.    You  know  how  they  have  always  compared  with  north- 
ern nations.    Together  the  two  sections  may  be  prosperous  and 
powerful;  separated  you  can  judge  where  the  advantage  must 
M.    Had  we  not  better  try  and  get  along  as  we  are? 

This  Conference  presents  some  singular  scenes.  Although 
Bttde  up,  so  far  as  the  North  is  concerned,  of  members  of  both 
political  parties,  yet,  by  a  majority,  it  supports  southern  views 
rf  loathem  interests  as  earnestly  and  emphatically  as  any  south- 
on  man  has  done.  In  all  conflicts  of  the  past  and  present  you 
Wb  carried  your  points,  and  you  have  reason  to  think  you  may 
4)  10  in  ftiture.  Yet  you  insist  upon  separation.  Be  assured,  you 
^  experience  as  bitter  feuds  among  yourselves  as  you  do  in  the 
UowBhip  of  those  you  leave.  You  cannot  be  reconciled  to  even 
fte  existence  of  a  minority  against  you,  but  you  will  find  you 
^sonot  escape  the  minorities,  and  may  fall  into  one  yourselves. 
Tea  propose  to  join  the  fortunes  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  in 
12 
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which  there  is  a  contention  abeady.  You  turn  your  backs  upon 
the  Govemment  of  the  Fathjsr  of  his  Conntry,  whose  portrait  is 
before  ns,  and  join  your  fortunes  to  a  mere  southern  nationality. 
Beware  of  the  act.  Look  back  over  the  last  two  thousand  yeara^ 
and  contrast  the  stability  of  goyemments  in  southern  latitudes 
with  those  more,  northern,  under  latitudes  which  you  leave. 
Mexico,  Central  America,  and  South  America,  fiimish  valuable 
lessons  on  this  Continent,  while  the  Eastern  Hemisphere  is^  in 
this  respect,  full  of  instruction.  "Will  you  leave  a  people  whose 
character  and  habits  are  like  tliose  which  have  produced  the 
permanence  and  power  of  Eussia,  France,  and  England,  and  ally 
yourselves  to  those  more  southern  people  who  have  not  hitherto 
enjoyed  stability,  power,  or  happiness  ?  Is  it  not  wiser  to  stay 
where  you  are,  to  scorn  the  pernicious  doctrines  of  new  teachers, 
and  to  live  and  die  under  the  flag  of  our  fathers  i 

The  annexation  of  Texas  opened  a  Pandora's  box  of  evil 
Had  not  that  taken  place,  the  Missouri  Compromise  would  not 
have  been  repealed.  Had  not  that  Compromise  been  repealed^ 
the  shadow  of  our  present  troubles  would  not  have  arisen. 

You  speak  of  the  opposition  of  the  North  to  slavery.  ,  Be- 
lieve us  or  not,  it  is  true,  nevertheless,  that  slavery  is  regarded  at 
the  Korth  as  strictly  a  State  institution ;  as  such,  we  are  content 
to  let  it  remain ;  we  desire  to  let  it  remain  such.  But  let  not  the 
North  be  misunderstood  in  its  position.  The  North  is  willing  to 
let  slavery  remain  where  it  is — where  our  fathers  left  it;  but 
against  its  extension  into  the  territories,  the  North  is  inflexibly 
and  unalterably  opposed. 

If  there  is  any  thing  to  pacificate  I  am  in  favor  of  pacifica- 
tion, but  in  favor  of  it  according  to  the  Constitution.  The  Con- 
stitution embraces  all  that  any  State  can  reasonably  ask  or  hon- 
orably concede.  But  if  from  change  of  circumstances  or  other 
causes,  the  men  of  tlie  South  are  of  the  opinion  that  their  inte^ 
ests  are  overlooked  or  ill-defined,  I,  for  one,  will  favor  a  call  oft 
convention  to  consider  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  I 
will  vote  for  such  amendments  as  shall  give  as  substantial  proteo* 
tion  to  the  South  as  the  North  ought  to  ask  for,  in  the  change 
of  circumstances. 

I  submitted  an  address  and  resolutions  a  few  days  since  for 
adoption  in  this  Convention,  which  I  hope  may  be  carefully  read 
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1>efore  being  rejected.  They  contemplated  a  convention,  and 
their  design  is  to  give  assnrance  of  justice  to  the  public.  I  op- 
pose the  proposition  for  an  address  by  the  committee,  to  be  issued 
to  the  public  after  our  adjournment.  We  wish  to  know  before- 
Iiand  what  we  adopt,  and  to  weigh  every  word.  There  is  a  north- 
em  sentiment  to  be  r^arded  as  well  as  a  southern  sentiment. 

We  of  the  North  have  heard  much  said  in  denunciation  of  us, 
and  have  thought  it  political  clap-trap  and  gasconade.  But  if  we 
are  made  to  believe  in  your  hostility  to  us  and  the  Government, 
we  may  conclude  it  is  best  to  let  you  leave  us.  "We  have  no 
fiMTB  in  trusting  ourselves,  if  necessary,  to  our  industry,  our 
habits,  and  •enterprise,  separate  from  ihe  slaveholding  States. 
Opinions  are  changing  rapidly.  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  main- 
taining the  Union  by  force  of  arms.  It  is  not  in  accordance  with 
the  theory  of  our  Government. 

A  Virginian  stated  only  a  few  days  ago,  that  there  was 
nothing  which  the  South  could  ask  or  that  the  North  could 
give,  that  was  not  found  in  the  Constitution.  But  you  say  that 
we  do  not  understand  it  alike — that  the  two  sections  differ  in 
their  construction  of  it.  Well,  if  that  is  so,  we  are  willing  to 
submit  to  the  courts. 

You  have  always  fared  well  enough  there.     If  that  is  not 

enough  we  will  leave  the  whole  subject,  amendments  and  all,  to 

t  General  Cgnvention.     That  we  now  propose.    We  propose  it 

fiurly,  not  for  any  purpose  of  delay  or  postponement.     Call  the 

convention  as  early  as  it  can  be  done.    We  will  aid  you.    We 

ynH  go  home  and  in  good  faith  urge  our  people  to  go  into  the 

convention,  and  there  patiently  and  fairly  consider  all  your 

daims,  all  your  complaints.    We  would  urge  them  to  concede 

jfl  they  can  without  a  sacrifice  of  principle.    We  will  do  this  as 

»  party,  and  with  all  our  strength.    Now,  this  does  not  quite  come 

ttp  to  what  you  want,  but  is  it  best  for  you  to  insist  upon  break- 

flignp  the  Government  on  that  ground  ?    That  is  neither  sensible 

nor  safe.    We  are  like  two  lobes  in  the  same  skull ;  one  cannot 

outlive  the  other.    Destroy  one  and  you  destroy  the  other.     I  do 

not  believe  this  Republic  can  stand  without  the  Union  which  our 

ikthers  made.    But  it  will  stand — it  must  stand.    Wise  counsels 

win  yet  prevail.    You  will  yet  believe  us  sincere  in  our  desires 
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to  relieve  yoa.  The  end  of  the  Union  has  not  come — ^it  is  not 
coming.    The  Union  will  yet  outlive  ns  and  onr  posterity. 

Mr.  FEELINGHUTSEN:— In  rising  to  express  briefly  my 
views,  I  feel  oppressed  and  embarrassed  in  view  of  the  magnir 
tude  of  the  subjects  we  are  discussing,  and  in  the  presence  of  this 
distinguished  auditory.  I  cannot  claim  to  represent  an  Empire 
State  with  its  four  millions  of  people,  nor  a  Bay  State,  which  we 
are  told,  with  its  wealth,  its  enterprise,  and  its  commerce,  can 
settle  a  new  State  every  year.  But  with  my  colleagues,  I  repre- 
sent a  State  which  performed  her  part  in  ike  dark  night  of  the 
Eevolution — ^her  share  in  that  great  struggle  for  our  priceless  in* 
Btitutions — a  State  which  has  ever  since  been  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  all  her  constitutional  obligations.  In  that  bloody  con- 
flict, upon  her  own  soil,  New  Jersey  joined  hands  with  the  NorUi 
and  South.  There  is  scarcely  a  church  spire  within  her  borders 
beneath  whose  shadows  does  not  lay  the  remains  of  some  of  the 
entombed  patriots  in  that  great  conflict  from  both  these  sectioDSy 
commingled  with  those  of  her  own  sons  ! 

New  Jersey  was  true  to  the  Union  in  that  great  struggle — she 
has  always  since  been  true ;  and  under  the  favor  of  Providence 
she  always  will  be  faithful  to  the  Union  and  its  memories,  so  in- 
separably connected  with  the  glory  and  honor  of  her  sons.  Other 
States  may  have  done  as  much,  may  have  as  good  a  record,  may 
be  entitled  to  equal  credit  with  her.  But  in  all  her  past  history, 
I  can  point  to  her  fidelity  to  the  Union  and  her  sister  StaAies  with 
no  blush  of  shame  upon  my  brow.  Other  States  might  be  want- 
ing 1  New  Jersey  never  1  She  has  always  been  true  to  her  consti- 
tutional obligations ;  she  has  always  kept — ^never  sought  to  avoid 
them. 

With  a  narrow  stream  separating  her  from  a  slaveholding 
State,  there  were  never  any  underground  railroads  in  New  Jersey ; 
she  never  rescued  a  fugitive  slave  from  the  custody  of  the  law; 
no  personal  liberty  bill  ever  disgraced  the  pages  of  her  statutes, 
nor  ever  will  disgrace  them.  In  1793  she  enacted  a  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  prompt  return  of  fugitive  slaves  found  within  her 
limits.  She  subjected  any  judge  required  to  act  imder  it,  to  im- 
prisonment, if  he  neglected  to  perfonn  his  duties.  That  law  has 
ever  since  been  in  force.  It  was  reenacted  in  1836,  and  again  in 
1846,  when  some  of  its  defects  were  amended.    Courteous  as  just, 
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flhe  provided  by  another  law,  paflsed  in  1820,  that  any  southern 
gentleman  visiting  her  territory,  might  bring  with  him  his  house- 
hold slaves,  travel  in,  through,  and  out  of  the  State,  or  even  take 
up  his  temporary  residence  as  securely  in  this  respect  as  at  home. 
This  law  was  reenacted  in  1847,  and  again  in  1855 ;  one  of  my 
wortliy  colleagues  here  was  associated,  upon  the  commission  which 
revised  this  act,  with  that  distinguished  New  Jersey  Republican, 
WiLLUJc  L.  Dayton. 

In  the  recent  unhappy  political  contest,  New  Jersey,  ever 
smdouB  to  do  justice  to  all  sections  of  the  Union,  and  injustice  to 
none,  as  if  hesitating  and  doubtftd  toward  which  of  the  two 
parties  in  that  struggle  she  ought  to  incline,  extended  her  fra- 
ternal hands  to  I^orth  and  South,  by  giving  one-half  her  electoral 
vote  to  each ;  thus  showing  that  she  still  retains  her  imselfish 
qxirit,  which  leads  her  to  sacrifice  her  own  preferences  to  her 
daty  to  the  Union* 

In  the  same  spirit  to-day  she  bears  her  full  share  of  the  heavy 
fiorrow  that  rests,  like  a  pall,  over  the  people  of  the  whole  coun- 
try as  they  witness  this  glorious  fabric,  which  our  fathers  erected 
md  cemented  witli  their  blood  and  their  prayers — trembling, 
shattered,  and  dismembered.  In  the  conciliatory  spirit  of  my  State, 
I,  as  a  Jerseyman,  proud  of  the  title  and  every  thing  connected 
with  it,  wish  to  say  a  word  to  the  South  in  all  frankness  and 
eandor.    I  freely  tell  you  that,  in  my  opinion,  you  have  a  right 
to  guarantees,  and  to  constitutional  guarantees.    It  is  no  answer 
to  Bay  that  the  Constitution  has  not  been  broken.    That  is  not 
the  question  now.    Eeference  has  been  made  to  the  fact  that 
VisHiNGTOsr  signed  the  present  Constitution.    Yes,  but  when  he 
did  so  we  had  a  population  of  but  three  millions,  and  now  we 
liave  a  population  of  upward  of  thirty  millions.    Is  it  surprising 
fliat  some  change  should  be  required  in  that  instrument  with  this 
gieat  change  in  the  nation  ?    The  balance  of  power  so  long  fluo- 
toating  between  the  free  and  the  slaveholding  States  has  at 
length  entirely  changed.    It  has  now  come  to  us  of  the  free 
Sti^  and  therefore  we  are  bound  to  respect  the  claims  of  the 
South,  and  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  its  people. 

It  is  of  little  use  to  make  patriotic  speeches  here.  The  South 
demands  guarantees,  and  I  feel  under  obligations  to  respond  to 
that  demand.    I  assert  as  a  general  principle,  that  whoever  haa 
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a  right  is  entitled  to  have  it  guaranteed.  I  believe  lihere  ib  not  a 
gentleman  here,  who,  in  his  heart,  does  not  think  bo.  -  If  it  is 
right  for  them  to  have  these  guarantees  at  all,  ttejr  aboold  have 
them  to-daj.  I  do  not  care  whether  Yirginia  occapies  a  menaciDg 
attitude  or  not,  my  moral  code  is  still  the  same ;  it  is  not  eiflEeeted 
by  any  thing  that  has  been  don%  or  can  be  done  by  Yiiglpa  or 
any  other  State.  It  is  my  belief  that  nineteen-twentietha  of  tBs 
people  of  the  North  to-day  are  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  South  all 
the  guarantees  it  asks  against  all  interference  with  slaveiy  in  the 
territories.  Some  say,  "  "We  admit  this,  but  we  will  do  nothing 
untQ  the  Eepubh'can  President  is  inaugurated  on  the  Ith  of 
March."  I  am  ready  to  do  it  now ;  and  my  obligations  to  do 
right  will  not  be  changed  by  the  4tli  of  March  rolliug  over  my 
head. 

Gentlemen  have  made  eloquent  and  patriotic  speeches  aasert- 
ing  their  determination  not  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
South.  That  is  very  pleasant  and  very  proper.  But  those 
speeches  are  the  expressions  of  individuals,  and  they  pass  awaj. 
Where  is  the  man  who  will  consent  to  hold  any  political  right  at 
the  will  of  any  man  or  class  of  men,  no  matter  how  kindly  dis- 
posed ?  We  all  require  security.  The  highest  and  grandest  aim 
and  object  of  government  is  not  the  stability  and  peace  of  societj, 
but  a  well-grounded  confidence  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the 
perpetuity  of  that  stability  and  peace. 

The  South  asks  the  right  to  use  and  occupy  a  portion  of  the 
common  territory  of  tlie  country.    As  a  northern  man  I  will  ac- 
cept the  compromise,  and  I  believe  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
will  agree  with  me.    You,  gentlemen  of  the  South,  have  asked 
that .  the  arrangement  may  be  extended  to  territory  hereafter  to 
be  acquired.    New  Jersey  has  voted  in  this  Convention  againrt 
interference  with  slavery  in  the  territory,  present  or  ftiture,  and 
she  is  the  only  northern  State  that  has  cast  her  vote  in  &vor  of 
your  demand.    Her  representatives  have  been  told  somewhat 
sneeringly,  that  while  slaveholding  States  voted  against  this 
proposition.  New  Jersey  was  the  only  free  State  that  voted  for  it 
Well,  we  accept  the  responsibility,  and  will  bear  it.    New  Jersey 
has  made  up  her  record.     There  it  stands,  and  there  let  it  stand 
forever.    We  are  proud  of  it.    If  civil  war  is  to  come,  if  this  land 
is  to  be  deluged  with  fraternal  blood,  when  that  time  comes  there 


•BKlTARKfl    OF    MB.    FBELINaHUSYEK.  188 

rill  not  be  a  northern  State  represented  here  that  would  not  give 
mtold  miUionfl  to  be  placed  upon  that  record  by  the  side  of  Kew 
Teraey. 

The  fact  is,  sir,  we  have  acquired  our  liberties  too  cheaply. 
lid  we  purchased  them  at  the  cost  our  fathers  did,  by  coloring 
(mibdows  of  winter  by  our  blood  tracks,  and  by  passing  the  sum- 
tien  in  the  unhealthy  morass,  we  should  have  learned  to  prize 
hem  more  highly ;  we  should  be  more  patriotic  and  less  proud, 
Dore  sensible  and  less  sensitive. 

A  word  further  on  the  subject  of  extending  this  provision  to 
BTiitory  hereafter  acquired.    Gentlemen,  you  do  not  want  that 
wovision ;  you  do  not  need  any  provision  as  to  future  acquisi- 
ions.    You  are  better  off  without  it.    Ko  present  rights  are  in- 
rolved  in  it.    You  are  providing  for  a  contingency  which  may 
never,  and  probably  never  will  happen.    "Would  it  not  be  incon- 
■Btent  for  a  nation  to  commit  suicide  because  a  constitution  is 
not  made  to  meet  an  improbable  contingency  ?    You  have  terri- 
hrjr  enough  for  the  next  two  hundred  years.    You  say  you  re- 
quire it  to  maintain  your  honor,  to  preserve  your  fair  equality,  to 
maintain  your  lawfhl  rights.    Permit  me  to  say  you  have  no 
rights  in  territory  which  we  never  owned,  and  I  hope  never  may. 
Hub  is  no  question  of  honor  or  equality.    But  if  we  should  ac- 
quire territory  and  should  then  exclude  you  from  it,  will  it  not 
tiben  be  time  enough  to  resort  to  the  expedient  of  national  suicide 
M  a  remedy  for  the  wrong  ?    Nor  do  you  require  it  for  any  par- 
tieolar  purpose.    You  have  within  your  States  room  for  all  the 
iuarease  of  a  century.    Your  interest  is  to  retain  your  sons  at 
kme  and  develop  the  wealth  and  advance  the  prosperity  of 
jour  States,  and  not  to  send  them  to  the  western  wilderness 
ikse  one-half  die  in  the  process  of  acclimation.    The  fact  that 
JBu  are  all  in  favor  of  placing  in  the  Constitution  new  reatrio- 
UmB  as  to  the  acquisition  of  territory,  proves  you  do  not  consider 
JOtt  need  more  territory.    I  heard  it  said,  the  other  day,  by  a 
(BuUeman  from  Virginia,  that  the  South  wanted  the  provision 
4r  a  finality,  to  end  forever  this  dispute  about  slavery.    "With 
Amy  heart  I  sypipathize  with  him  in  his  desire  to  end  this 
fcaoion  forever.    You  think  you  have  suffered  from  these  dis- 
fliiDons  at  the  South ;  so  have  we  at  the  Korth.    It  has  separated 
faulies  and  neighborhoods;  it  has  broken  up  and  scattered 
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ChiiBtian  churches;  it  has  eevered  every  benevolent  society  of 
the  land ;  it  has  destroyed  parties ;  it  broke  np  the  good  old  "Whig 
party,  and  more  recently  sapped  the  strength  and  vigor  from  the 
Herculean  Democracy.  It  now  threatens  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  Let  us  crush  the  head  of  the  monster  forever.  Let  us  do 
it  by  restricting  and  defining  its  limits  in  existing  territory. 

Suppose  the  word  "  future"  had  been  inserted.  You  do  not 
wish  to  destroy  all  probability  of  the  adoption  of  this  propodtion 
at  the  Korth.  These  proposals  could  not  pass  Congress,  with  the 
word  ^^  future/'  by  the  requisite  vote ;  and  if  it  passed  CongresB, 
there  is  no  hope  that  twenty-five  out  of  twenty-eight  States  would 
have  adopted  it.  With  it  you  would  have  given  great  strength 
to  the  opposition  at  the  Korth.  It  would  have  created  a  more 
powerful  anti-slavery  party  than  ever  before  existed.  No,  ytm 
are  better  off  by  confining  the  provisions  of  this  compromise  to 
present  territory — ^you  having,  as  well  as  the  North,  in  the  eanr 
templated  amendment  a  veto  on  the  acquisition  of  territoiy. 

The  North  will  want  new  territory  before  you  will  desire  it 
They  will  demand  Mexico  and  Cuba  for  the  advantages  of  trade. 
You  then,  having  the  veto  power,  can  say  to  them — ^No,  gentle- 
men, we  will  not  agree  to  it  unless  our  particular  institation  ii 
there  respected ;  or,  if  you  please,  you  may  go  Airther  and  say, 
We  will  not  acquiesce  imless  this  territory  comes  in  as  a  dave 
State  so  as  to  restore  measurably  the  balance  of  power  in  the 
Government.  With  this  veto  power  you  would  have  the  North 
in  your  hands,  and  could  make  your  own  terms.  You  make  the 
provision  more  of  a  finality  by  letting  it  stand  as  it  is. 

But  gentlemen  say,  they  want  the  amendment  for  another  pur- 
pose, in  order  that  they  may  induce  States  that  have  gone  out 
to  return.  Here,  again,  I  sympathize  with  you.  I  had  rather 
bring  back  South  Carolina  than  to  secure  the  annexation  of  both 
the  Canadas.  I  would  give  more  for  one  American  than  for  a 
regiment  of  John  Bulls.  Ungenerous  as  South  Carolina  has 
been,  I  would  receive  her  home  again.  I  desire  the  States  to 
return.  Let  their  place  at  the  Federal  Board  remain  vacant  for 
them.  Let  the  stars  of  their  sovereignty  on  qwt  nation's  ensign 
remain  imobliterated  and  without  farther  dishonor.  We  are 
ready  to  receive  them.  But  this  provision  as  to  future  territoiy 
is  not  necessary  for  their  return.    The  same  considerations  to 
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which  I  have  alluded,  and  which  will  satisfy  you  that  such  pro- 
vision is  not  requisite,  will  satisfy  them.  The  guarantees  which 
the  North  are  ready  to  give  as  to  the  representation,  taxation, 
and  return  of  property,  and  the  compromise  as  to  the  existing 
temtory,  will  do  much  to  satisfy  them.  To  effect  a  compromise, 
you  of  the  South  must  demand  as  little  as  you  can  render  satis- 
Ikctory  to  your  people,  and  we  of  the  North  must  give  as  much 
SB  our  people  will  approve,  and  both  parties  must  consent  to 
avoid  all  objectionable  phraseology. 

Now,  a  few  words  to  my  friends  of  the  North.  There  is  rest- 
ing upon  us  a  grave  responsibility.  We  are  bound  to  settle  this 
question  finally  in  this  Convention.  Talk  about  a  convention  of 
the  people  1  "VVe  who  have  no  constitution,  we  who  are  tied  up 
to  no  technicalities,  must  settle  it.  We  of  the  North  may  meet 
political  death;  but  let  political  death  come,  it  is  enough  to  have 
fived  for,  if  we  can  settle  this  question. 

But  one  asks,  WiQ  you  strike  hands  with  treaaon,  and  enter 
into  compacts  with  rebels  and  traitors?  Yes,  sir  I  I  will  strike 
hands  with  just  such  rebels  and  traitors  as  I  see  around  me;  and 
I  would  give  them  what  they  ask  as  cheerfully  and  as  freely  as  I 
would  give  a  glass  of  water  to  a  soldier  returning  wounded  and 
weary  from  the  field  of  battle. 

But  it  is  said  we  must  first  see  whether  we  have  a  Govem- 
inent.  We  must  try  the  strength  of  the  Government.  We  must 
know  whether  the  Government  can  assert  its  supremacy  and  com- 
pd  obedience  to  its  laws.  Sir,  that  is  just  what  I  do  not  want 
to  try.  What,  try  the  strength  of  the  Government !  and  do  so  at 
the  end  of  an  administration  in  which  corruption  and  treason  and 
every  evil  principle  have  been  contending  for  the  mastery,  when 
OOP  ships  are  all  away  beyond  sea,  when  our  arms  and  our  forti- 
fieitions  are  out  of  our  hands,  when  our  treasury  is  bankrupt,  our 
people  divided,  insolvency  and  ruin  threatening  our  country,  and 
•H  the  Gulf  States  defying  the  authority  of  the  Government! 
No,  sir!  this  is  no  time  to  try  the  strength  of  the  Government. 
When  we  do  that,  let  us  select  some  more  auspicious  period. 

But  another  says  these  proposals  of  amendment  contravene 
fte  Chicago  platform.  What  if  they  do?  Is  the  Chicago  plat- 
fenn  a  law  to  us?  Is  it  a  law  to  any  one?  It  was  passed  upon 
tea  minutes'  consideration  in  a  convention  of  five  thousand  people. 
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If  it  was  a  law,  the  convention  should  have  been  perpetual  and 
never  dissolved,  in  order  that  the  law  might  have  been  snbject  to 
requisite  modifications  without  a  change  of  drcumstanoeB.  A 
strange  manner  in  which  to  enact  such  a  law  I  But  things  have 
changed  since  the  Chicago  Convention.  In  fifty  days,  fifty  yean 
of  history  have  transpired.  This  is  enough  to  release  *us  from  the 
obligation,  if  any  existed.  It  is  not  a  law;  it  is  a  doctrine,  the 
spirit,  the  policy  of  the  party  that  it  undertakes  to  enunciate.  It 
is  not  a  law,  because  a  majority  of  the  people  have  never  given 
it  their  sanction.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  by  less  than  a  major- 
ity. And  in  his  vote  how  many  old  Whigs  and  Democrats  may 
be  coimted  who  did  not  support  him  hecause  he  stood  upon  the 
Chicago  platform,  but  because  they  preferred  him  to  either  of  the 
opposing  candidates.  And  even  if  it  is  a  law,  I  call  upon  the 
I^orth  to  support  the  proposals  of  amendment  here  submitted. 
Let  us,  as  Eepublicans,  be  honest,  and  when  the  oppoituiily 
offers  are  we  not  bound  so  to.change  the  Constitution  that  three- 
fourths  of  all  our  present  territory,  now  open  to  slavery,  shall  be 
consecrated  to  freedom?  Yes,  we  are  bound  to  rddeve  that 
three-fourths  from  slavery.  All  we  need  to  do  to  secure  this,  is 
not  to  carry  slavery  where  it  is  not,  but  to  secure  it  wh^ie  it  is. 
I  can  go  home  to  the  Eepublicans  of  Kew  Jersey  with  a  dear 
conscience  and  say  to  them,  that  by  our  action  here  we  have  not 
carried  slavery  one  inch  farther  than  it  was  before.  If  thej  are 
not  satisfied  with  that,  they  must  be  dissatisfied. 

But  there  is  one  plank  in  the  Chicago  platform  to  which  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  my  Bepublican  friends.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten.  I  read  from  a  genuine  copy  which  I  brought  from 
Chicago  myself. 

^^Rewlved^  That  to  the  Union  of  the  States,  this  nation  owes  its  unprece- 
dented increase  in  population,  its  surpassing  development  of  internal  re- 
sources, its  rapid  augmentation  of  wealth,  its  happiness  at  home  and  its 
honor  abroad,  and  we  hold  in  abhorrence  all  schemes  of  disunion,  come 
firom  whatever  source  they  may." 

It  is  a  rule  of  construction,  that  all  parts  of  an  instrument 
must  be  construed  together;  that  due  regard  and  effect  must  be 
given  to  all  parts  of  it,  imless  they  are  clearly  repugnant.  Will 
any  gentleman  tell  me  how  the  Ufiion  can  be  more  effectually 
preserved  than  by  controlling  disunion  ?    It  is  by  granting  what 
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18  asked  to  those  who  might  disturb  its  tranquillity,  when  thej  ask 
nothing  unreasonable.  This  resolution  every  patriot  can  sub- 
Bcribe  to ;  and  I  hold  that  it  can  be  as  efTectually  violated  by  the 
neglect  to  do  all  we  can  to  turn  aside  disunion,  as  by  affirmative 
action  against  the  Government.  And  let  me  say  that  the  party  in 
fliis  country  which  goes  between  the  people  and  the  preservation 
of  the  Union,  will  sink  so  low,  eventually,  that  a  bubble  wi^  not 
return  to  mark  the  spot  where  it  went  down.  But  I  cannot 
understand  how  any  one  who  is  honestly  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  alaveiy,  as  a  political  institution,  can  refuse  the  compromise 
proposed.  The  federal  courts,  to  which  we  have  committed  the 
power,  have  decided  that  slavery,  of  right,  goes  into  all  the  terri- 
tories. The  distinguished  Bepublican  from  Massachusetts  lias 
told  us  that  the  court  cannot  be  so  organized,  even  if  we  keep  the 
power,  as  to  change  that  decision  in  twenty-five  years.  In  that 
time  the  whole  question  will  be  determined.  Now  we  have  an 
opportunity,  at  once  and  forever,  by  constitutional  enactment,  to 
prohibit  slavery  from  going  into  three-fourths  of  the  territory,  by 
simply  agreeing  that  as  to  the  other  one-fourth,  while  it  remains 
a  territory,  the  stains  of  slavery  shall  not  be  changed.  I  confess 
I  have  not  the  ingenuity  to  contrive  how  I  should  apologize  to 
an  audience  of  Republicans  for  refusing  such  a  contract. 

Now,  what  can  we  of  the  North,  we  Eepublicans,  do  ?  By  a 
settlement  here  we  can  retain  the  Border  States,  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, that  is  equivalent  to  saving  the  Union.  Retain  the  Border 
States  and  the  seceding  States  must  come  back.  If  the  Border 
States  go,  I  believe  war  is  inevitable.  How  can  two  sections 
ecdst  with  only  an  imaginary  line  between  them.  I  do  not 
believe  the  South  will  ever  consent  to  give  up  the  Capital,  claimed 
to  be  within  her  borders,  and  the  North  could  never  surren- 
der it.  Sir,  I  shrink  from  the  prospect  of  civil  war.  The 
picture  of  civil  war  has  often  been  painted,  and  by  abler  hands 
than  mine.  Its  calamities  and  miseries,  the  sufferings  that  attend 
it,  strike  a  chill  of  horror  to  the  soul.  But  such  a  picture  as  a 
civil  war  in  this  country  would  be,  has  never  been  drawn.  His- 
tory would  be  searched  in  vain  for  its  parallel.  A  civil  war 
between  the  members  of  a  family,  between  brother  and  brother, 
£Kther  and  son,  who  have  all  enjoyed  the  same  blessings  which  their 
&thers  made  early  and  bloody  sacrifices  to  secure !    Shall  it  be 
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Baid  that  Buch  a  people,  for  such  a  cause,  risked  their  interesta, 
their  country,  their  all,  and  rushed  blindly  into  the  calamities  of 
a  civil  war?  lie  has  read  history  to  little  account  who  has  not 
learned  that  such  a  warfare  is,  in  its  nature,  not  only  cruel,  but 
protracted.  It  is  like  letting  loose  the  hurricane.  Passion  and 
poverty,  carnage  and  crime,  desolation  and  death,  become  the 
condition  of  a  hitherto  happy  people.  For  thirty  years  Gennany 
was  ravaged,  and  millions  slain  by  a  contest  occasioned  by  a  dif- 
ference in  religious  opinions.  For  more  than  thirty  years  the 
war  of  the  Eoses  devastated  England.  The  French  BevolutioDi 
including  the  "Eeign  of  Terror" — originating  in  a  question  of  taxa- 
tion and  terminating  with  the  supremacy  of  Napoleon — ^lasted 
nearly  ten  years.  For  a  like  decade  civil  war  raged  between 
England  and  Scotland,  originating  in  a  question  of*  authority 
between  the  King  and  Commons,  and  ending  in  Cromwell^ 
protectorate.  Why,  I  ask,  if  we  admit  this  fiendish  visitant  to  onr 
borders,  should  we  anticipate  that  our  fate  would  be  more  fiivonr 
blef  No!  war  is  to  be  averted,  and  a  nation  still  covered  with 
glory  is  to  be  preserved  by  holding  the  Border  States  in  the 
Union. 

If  I  am  asked  what  I  would  do ;  I  answer.  Compromise— 
compromise!  Two  gentlemen  cannot  live  in  a  parlor  together i 
single  day  without  reciprocal  compromises.  I  would  not  he 
"  stiff  in  the  back  and  firm  in  the  knees."  There  is  such  a  thing 
as  too  much  "backbone."  I  say  I  would  "back  down"  to  save 
the  country.  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  expression.  Our  Govem- 
ment  itself  was  a  compromise,  and  in  nothing  more  so  than  as 
to  the  slavery  question.  Heney  Clay  was  the  great  compromiser. 
The  Missouri  Compromise  was  his.  Eesigning  his  ofi9ce  is 
Speaker,  on  the  floor  of  Congress  by  irresistible  argument,  and 
eloquence  unequalled — though  twice  defeated,  he  succeeded  in 
establishing  the  compromise  line  of  36°  30' — and  thereby  erected 
a  barrier  which  severed  the  angry  currents  of  opinion  on  this 
distracting  theme,  and  which  was  as  valuable  to  this  nation  as 
the  isthmus  at  the  equator,  holding  in  check  the  mighty  ocean 
on  either  side.  The  North  has  compromised  before;  let  her  do 
it  again.  Let  our  friends  at  the  South  take  as  little  as  they  can, 
and  let  the  North  yield  as  little  as  she  can,  but  let  us  come 
together.    The  party  that  stands  between  the  people  and  the 
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ion  of  the  Government  will  be  crushed  to  atoms.  It  will 
ibered  in  history  only  with  curses  andindignation. 
1  love  this  Union,  and  we  mean  to  preserve  it.  There 
here  who,  as  he  has  witnessed  the  freedom,  the  comfort, 
erity^  and  the  pure  religion  disseminated  among  the 
as  not  hoped  this  nation  was  to  accomplish  great 
1  moral  good  for  our  whole  race.  Yes,  in  fond  concep- 
ive  seen  her  the  Liberator  and  Equalizer  of  the  world — 
ike  an  angel  of  light  in  the  dark  portions  of  the  earth. 
:red  anticipations  may  not  be  disappointed  without  a 
jcountabiUty  somewhere.  And,  sir,  suffer  me  to  say 
ivhole  people  have  a  strong  regard  for  each  other,  not- 
ing the  petulant  differences  which  have  arisen  between 
lied  blood  flows  in  our  veins,  and  that  of  our  fathers 
n  the  same  field ;  ^d  even  now,  in  the  day  of  our  coun- 
,  our  affections  meet  at  the  hallowed  grounds  of  Mt. 
){  Marshfield,  and  of  Ashland. 

ve  our  history.  Washington  and  Franklin,  and  Henby 
EB,  as  well  as  Bunker  Hill,  and  Torktown,  and  Tren- 
ours,  and  they  are  all  ours. 

ive  our  religion — and  with  every  diurnal  revolution  of 
re,  from  North  and  South,  through  the  eflScacy  of  a 
■aith,  a  goodly  company  are  ascending  to  that  realm  of 
are  their  harmonious  imion  shall  never  more  be  severed. 
ay,  from  a  thousand  hearthstones  in  the  sunny  South, 
3  more  rigid  North,  the  family  prayer  ascends  to  the 
us  all,  for  a  blessing  on  our  common  country  and  for 
rvation  of  this  Union.  Those  prayers  will  be  heard, 
priceless  Union  will  be  preserved. 
ICBUFFE :— I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Confer- 
Ei  moment  to  another  subject,  in  order  that  members 
it  their  consideration.  I  shall  call  up  my  motion  to 
the  debate  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  early  te- 
nd ask  to  have  the  discussion  closed  on  the  21st  instant. 
)  that  I  shall  be  sustained  in  this  by  every  member  who 
have  this  body  come  to  any  agreement.  I  wish  to  have  • 
aken  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  Felruary^  that  we 
whether  the  same  day  that  gave  a  "Washington  to  our 
nay  not  give  Peace  to  their  posterity. 
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Mb.  DODGE: — I  have  listened  with  intense  interest  to  the 
addresses  which  have  recently  been  made  to  the  Conference.  I 
respect  the  ability  which  'tiiey  have  exhibited — I  honor  the 
patriotism  which  has  produced  them.  They  have  presented  the 
important  principles  involved  in  the  action  of  thi^  Conference  in 
a  much  more  interesting  and  forcible  manner  than  I  conld;  and  I 
would  not  occupy  the  attention  of  this  body  with  a  single  obser- 
vation, if  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  associated  with  a  delega- 
tion in  which  unanimity  of  opinion  and  feeling  prevailed.  But 
I  am  not  so  fortunate.  In  that  del^ation  I  find  many  shades  of 
opinion.  I  respect  the  views  of  my  brother  dcle^tes.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  assume  to  sit-in  judgment  upon  them.  I  give  each  one 
of  them  credit  for  the  same  honesty  and  integrity  which  I  daim 
for  myself;  and  if  I  happen  to  differ  from  them,  I  claim  that  such 
difference  honestly  arises  from  the  different  paths  in  life  which 
we  pursue,  which  may  lead  us  to  take  different  views  of  the  same 
subjects  as  they  are  here  presented. 

The  Conference  has  heard  the  ideas  of  political  and  profes- 
sional men  expressed  upon  the  important  questions  now  presented 
for  its  consideration.  These  ideas  have  been  well  expressed,  md 
we  have  all  been  interested  in  hearing  them.  Will  you  now  hear 
a  few  words  from  a  body  of  men  who  have  hitherto  been  silent 
here,  but  who  have  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  and  in  the  preservation  and  perpe* 
tuity  of  the  American  Union? 

Sir  1  I  am  here  as  a  plain  merchant,  out  of  place,  I  very  well 
know,  in  such  a  Conference  as  this;  but  accident  has  brought  me 
here,  and  I  will  tell  you  how  and  why  I  came.  Three  weeks  ago 
I  left  my  business — which  in  times  like  these  certainly  deservei 
all  my  attention — ^to  come  to  the  city  of  Washington  on  buainen 
of  a  public  character.  I  came  at  the  suggestion  and  request  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  hoping,  in  my  hmnUe 
way,  to  ser\'e  the  public  interests  in  this  crisis.  Inconvenient 
though  it  was,  and  involving  personal  sacrifices  of  no  ordinaiy 
character,  when  others  thouglit  my  country  had  need  of  my  poor 
services,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  respond  to  her  call.  And  I  hope  I 
may  never  hesitate  under  such  circumstances. 

I  came  here  to  visit  Congress,  as  a  member  of  a  comimittee^ 
bearing  a  petition  to  that  body  signed  by  more  than  thirty-nine 
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thousand  of  my  fellow-citizens,  all  interested  in  the  welfare  and 
permanence  of  this  Government.  This  number  included  more 
than  twenty  thousand  business  men  and  firms.  This  petition 
wafi  earnest  and  emphatic.  In  it,  we  asked  and  prayed  that  Con- 
gress would  adopt  some  plan  that  would  settle  our  present  sec- 
tional troubles ;  that  would  relieve  the  country  from  the  anxiety 
and  apprehension  which  pervaded  it,  and  permit  business  and 
commerce  to  resume  their  accustomed  channels,  with  assuraaces 
of  safety  in  the  future.  We  knew  that  the  time  had  arrived 
when  patriotic  men  must  act;  that  commercial  and  financial 
ruin  was  impending.  Our  petition  set  forth,  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  signers,  the  plan  contained  in  what  were  called  the  "  Border 
State  Kesolutions  "  was  best  calculated  to  secure  the  end  desired. 
We  thought  those  resolutions  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  the 
reasonable  and  true  Union  men  of  the  South,  and  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  obnoxious  to  the  prejudices  or  objections  of  the  people 
of  the  free  States.  Still  we  were  not  strenuous — ^we  were  not 
oonmiitted  to  any  particular  plan.  AH  we  desired,  was  to  secure 
such  action  on  the  part  of  Congress  and  the  Executive,  as  would 
satisfy  the  country ;  such  action  as  would  give  the  country  peace. 
When  we  came  to  Washington  we  met  seventy  republican 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  We  had 
with  them  a  most  satisfactory  and  delightful  interview.  It  gave 
me  renewed  hope  for  my  country  and  her  interests  when  I  heard 
the  expressions  of  conciliation  and  good  will  which  these  gentle- 
men used ;  I  felt  my  confidence  renewed. 

Besides  these  gentlemen,  who  met  and  heartily  cooperated 

with  us,  there  were  several  members  from  the  Border  States 

whose  expressions  were  not  less  friendly,  although  they  did  not 

think  it  expedient  to  act  with  us.     Our  coipmittee  made  all  the 

representations  and  explanations  which  were  deemed  necessary ; 

and  having  performed  my  duty  in  that  connection,  in  the  earnest 

Iwpe  that  we  had  influenced  the  action  of  Congress  in  the  right 

Section,  I  was  about  to  return  home  with  my  colleagues,  when 

I  received  a  telegraphic  despatch  requesting  me  to  attend  the 

ineeting  of  this  Conference.     I  obeyed  the  summons ;  and  since  I 

received  it,  I  have  been  laboring  with  all  the  ability,  strength, 

^d  power  with  which  GOD  has  blessed  rae,  to  secure  the  adop- 

uou  of  some  plan  here,  that  would  settle   our  difficulties  and 
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avert  firom  our  beloved  country  the  evils  with  which  she  is  now 
threatened. 

Sir,  there  has  not  one  moment  passed  since  I  came  here^ 
during  which  I  have  not  felt  a  deep  and  overpowering  Bense  of 
the  grave  responsibility  which  rests  upon  myself  and  ^e  other 
members  of  this  Conference.  I  am  accustomed  to  the  tria]fl| 
vexations,  cares,  and  responsibilities  of  business ;  I  know  how  to 
meet  and  grapple  with  them  calmly.  But  I  do  not  feel  so  hero. 
My  days  are  anxious  and  excited — ^my  nights  are  wakeful  and 
sleepless.  In  all  the  weary  watches  of  last  night,  I  could  not  doee 
my  eyes  in  slumber.  The  reason  was,  because  I  saw  from  a 
point  of  view  whidi  you  do  not,  the  certain  and  inevitable  ruin 
that  is  threatening  the  business,  commercial  interests  of  this 
coxmtry,  and  which  is  sure  to  fall  with  crushing  force  upon  those 
interests,  imless  we  come  to  some  arrangement  here. 

I  speak  to  you  now  as  a  business  man — as  a  merchant  of  New 
York,  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  nation.  I  am  no  poli- 
tician, I  have  no  interest  except  such  as  is  conmion  to  the  peo- 
ple. But  let  me  assure  you,  that  even  I  can  scarcely  reidize^ 
much  less  describe,  the  stagnation  whhic  has  now  setUed  upon 
the  business  and  commerce  of  that  great  city,  caused  solely  by  the 
imsettlcd  and  imcertain  condition  of  the  questions  which  we  aie 
endeavoring  to  arrange  and  settle  here. 

I  tell  you  what  I  do  not  get  from  second  hands,  but  what  I 
know  myself,  when  I  assure  you  that  had  not  Divine  Providence 
poured  out  its  blessings  upon  the  great  West  in  an  abundant 
harvest,  and  at  the  same  time  opened  a  new  market  for  thai 
harvest  -in  foreign  lands,  bringing  it  through  New  York  in  its 
transit,  our  city  would  now  present  the  silence  and  the  quiet  of 
the  Sabbath  day.  Why  is  this?  It  is  because  we,  who  haive 
lived  together  in  harmony  with  each  other,  a  powerftil  and  ft 
happy  people,  are  breaking  up — are  preparing  to  separate  and  go 
out  from  one  another  1 

The  merchants  of  our  great  commercial  cities  of  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  are  not  listless  or  unente^ 
prising  men.  They  are  accustomed  to  the  interests,  the  bustle, 
the  excitement  of  business.  They  have  heretofore  seen  their 
stores  crowded  with  buyers.  During  the  day  the  interiors  of 
their  places  of  business  were  like  busy  hives.    Not  unfrequently 
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haye  their  clerks  been  obliged  to  labor  all  through  the  night  to 
ficcore  and  send  off  the  goods  which  they  had  sold  to  reliable 
customers  during  the  day.  When  business  is  good  and  driving 
throughout  our  conunorcial  cities,  wealth  and  comfort  are  secured 
to  merchants  and  agents  engaged  in  commerce  in  those  cities,  and 
it  indicates  general  prosperity  in  the  country  to  which  the  goods 
purchased  are  transmitted.  It  shows  a  healthy  condition  of 
afBuTB  both  in  city  and  country. 

How  stands  ihe  matter  in  those  cities  to-day?    Now,  just 
when  the  spring  trade  should  be  commencing,  go  to  the  exten- 
dye  and  magnificent  establishments  for  the  sale  of  goods  in  any 
of  the  cities  I  have  named,  where  goods  are  sold  which  in  pros- 
perous times  found  their  way  into  almost  every  family  to  a 
greater  or  less  amount  in  this  great  country.    What  will  you  see 
in  those  cities  now?    The  heavy  stocks  of  goods  imported  last 
autumn,  or  laid  in  from  our  own  manufactories,  remain  undisturb- 
ed and  untouched  upon  the  shelves.  The  customers  are  not  there — 
they  have  not  made  their  appearance.    The  few  who  have  come 
at  all,  come  not  as  buyers,  but  as  debtors  who  cannot  pay,  and 
whose  business  is  not  to  mstke  purchases  but  to  arrange  for  exten- 
rions.    The  merchants,  in  despair,  are  poring  over  their  ledgers ; 
checking  off  the  names  of  their  insolvent  debtors,  a  new  list  of 
whom  comes  by  each  day's  mail.    Their  clerks  sit  around  in  idle- 
nesB  reading  the  newspapers,  or  thinking  moumfiilly  of  the  wives 
and  children  at  home,  who  will  go  unclad  and  hungry  if  they  are 
discharged  from  their  places,  as  they  know  they  must  be,  if  this 
edition  of  things  shall  continue.    All  alike,  employers  and  em- 
jbyed,  with  aU  dependent  upon  them,  are  looking  anxiously,  and 
I  wish  I  could  say  hopeftdly,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  this  Conference,  as  the  only  sources  from  which 
ielp  may  come. 

There  are  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  belonging  to  these 
glasses  all  over  the  country  who  must  have  relief,  or  their  ruin  is 
^itevitable.  And  then  look  at  that  other  class,  numerically  larger, 
pQifaaps,  certainly  not  less  worthy  of  our  regard,  who  are  depend- 
^t  upon  these ;  I  mean  the  mechanics,  the  day  laborers,  and  those 
Ui  turn  dependent  upon  them.  What  are  they  to  do  ?  If  some 
^i^liange  does  not  come,  if  something  is  not  done  again  to  start  the 
"Wlieels  of  commerce  and  business,  what  is  to  become  of  them  ? 

■ 
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And  look,  too,  at  New  England  I    She  has  latterly  been  Hie 
workshop  of  the  Sonth  and  the  West    She  has  fhrnkhed  their 
people  with  her  mannfactures — ^tliey  have  been  her  market    An 
excellent  market,  too,  have  they  furnished  her;  she  has  grown 
rich  through  their  consumption.    How  stands  the  matter  with 
New  England  to-day  i    True,  some  of  her  shops  are  rmming,  bat 
many  more  are  still.    The  noise  of  the  loom,  the  rattle  ^  the 
shuttle,  have  ceased  in  many  of  her  factories,  while  others  are 
gradually  discharging  their  operatives  and  closing  their  bosinenL 
But  I  will  pursue  this  branch  of  the  subject  no  farther.    Ko  one 
acquainted  with  the  facts,  will  deny  that  the  whole  conntiy  s 
upon  the  eve  of  such  a  financial  crisis  as  it  has  never  seen— that 
this  crisis  will  come  as  sure  as  that  the  sun  will  rise,  unless  we  do 
something  to  avert  it  1 

What  is  it  that  has  thus  stopped  the  wheels  of  manufiMstoiBB 
and  arrested  the  ordinary  movements  of  commerce  ?  What  is  it 
that  has  produced  this  unusual  and  uncommon  stagnation  of 
business  ?  Wliat  is  it  that  has  driven  away  from  the  markets  of 
the  North  those  hitherto  so  welcome  to  them  ?  I  do  not  propoie 
to  go  into  the  history  of  these  questions.  I  will  not  attempt  tD 
enlarge  upon  the  answers  to  them.  I  can  condense  the  ansinr 
into  few  words.  It  is  because  anxiety,  distrust,  and  apprehensiaOi 
are  universally  prevailing.  Confidence  is  lost.  The  North  mil' 
understands  the  South — the  South  misunderstands  tite  NcEik 
Neither  will  trust  the  other,  and  the  consequences  to  whicb  I 
have  adverted  necessarily  follow. 

I  am  a  merchant.  I  am  unused  to  public  discussions  ortt^ 
gxmients,  but  I  am  a  business  man,  and  I  take  a  business  viewtf 
this  subject.  I  can  see  as  clearly  as  I  can  see  the  sun  at  nofln- 
day  the  causes  of  our  present  embarrassment.  I  believe  I  can  M 
equally  clear  how  those  causes  may  be  removed. 

We  have  come  here  for  a  grand  and  lofty  purpose.  "WW 
nobler  work  can  engage  the  mind  of  a  true  patriot  than  ihatrf 
devising  the  means  of  saving  his  country  when  it  is  in  perill 
That  work  is  ours.  In  performing  it,  are  we  not  acting  under.a 
grave  and  solemn  responsibility  ?  We  are,  sir !  T\\e^€ophyn^ 
hold  us  responsible  for  the  manner  in  which  we  perform  this  gmfc 
trust.  I  know  the  people  of  this  country.  They  valne'ihi 
Union.    They  will  make  great  sacrifices  to  save  it.     They  will 
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diBregard  politics  and  parties — ^they  will  cast  platforms  to  the 
winds  of  heaven,  before  they  will  place  the  Union  in  periL 

The  delegates  from  New  England  in  this  Conference  seem  to 
be  the  most  obstinate  and  nncompromising.  They  aver  that  they 
cannot  agree  to  these  propositions  because  their  adoption  involves 
a  sacrifice  of  principles — ^that  New  England  is  opposed  to  slavery, 
and  will  not  consent  to  pnt  it  into  the  Constitution,  nor  to  its  ex- 
tension. They  say  the  people  hate  slavery,  and  will  not  for  that ' 
reason  accept  these  proposals. 

I  do  not  believe  one  word  of  this.  I  know  the  people  of  New 
England  well ;  they  are  true  Yankees ;  they  know  how  to  get  the 
dollars,  and  how  to  hold  on  to  them  when  they  have  got  them. 
They  are  a  shrewd  and  calculating  as  well  as  an  enterprising 
people;  they  understand  their  interests  and  will  protect  them. 
They  will  not  sit  quietly  by  and  see  their  property  sacrificed  or 
reduced. in  value.  Once  show  them  that  it  is  necessary  to  adopt 
these  propositions  of  amendment  in  order  to  secure  the  perma- 
nence of  the  Government,  and  to  keep  up  the  property  and  other 
material  interests  of  the  country,  and  they  will  adopt  them 
readily.  You  will  hear  no  more  said  about  slavery  or  platforms. 
They  will  never  permit  this  Government,  which  has  contributed 
80  much  to  their  wealth  and  prosperity,  to  be  sacrificed  to  a  techni- 
cality, a  chimera.  The  people  of  New  England  know  how  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  Give  them  a  chance,  and  they  will  set- 
tle all  these  points  of  difference  in  some  peaceful  way. 

I  am  not  here  to  argue  or  discuss  constitutional  questions. 
That  duty  belongs  to  gentlemen  of  the  legal  profession.  I  have 
lived  xmder  the  Constitution.  I  venerate  it  and  its  authors  as 
highly  as  any  man  here.  But  I  do  not  venerate  it  so  highly  as 
to  induce  me  to  witness  the  destruction  of  the  Government  rather 
fiian  see  the  Constitution  amended  or  improved. 

I  regret  that  the  gentlemen  composing  the  committee  did 
Bofc  approach  these  questions  more  in  the  manner  of  merchants 
«  commercial  men.  We  would  not  have  sacrificed  our  princi- 
ples,  but  we  would  have  agreed — ^have  brought  our  minds  to- 
goflier  as  fSeu*  as  we  could ;  we  would  have  left  open  as  few  ques- 
^^  as  possible.  These  we  would  have  arranged  by  mutual 
^cessions. 

Hr.  President,  I  speak  as  a  merchant ;  I  have  a  deep  and 
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abiding  interest  in  my  country  and  its  Gk>y6rmnent.  I  love  my 
country ;  my  heart  is  filled  with  sorrow  as  I  witness  the  dangers 
by  which  it  is  surrounded.  But  I  came  here  for  j^eaoe.  The 
country  longs  for  peace ;  and  if  these  proposals  of  amendment 
will  give  us  peace,  the  prayer  of  my  heart  is,  that  they  may  be 
adopted.  Believing  such  will  be  their  effect,  I  will  Vote  for  them. 
I  would  like  to  say  much  more,  but  I  will  not  occupy  time  that 
is  now  so  valuable.  Let  us  approach  these  questions  in  a  spirit 
of  conciliation.  Above  all,  let  us  agree  upon  something.  Let  os 
do  the  best  we  can,  and  then  let  us  go  home  and  ask  the  people 
to  approve  our  action.  The  people  will  approve  it,  and  thdr  ap- 
proval will  give  Ti&pe(ice  / 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York : — ^I  did  not  proi)ose  to  take  any 
part  in  this  debate.  The  Conference  is  made  up  of  men,  many 
of  whose  names  are  historical,  and  are  intimately  connected  with 
the  history  of  the  country.  I  preferred  to  leave  the  whole  dis- 
cussion to  them. 

But  as  we  are  all  seeking  a  common  end,  there  are  some 
views  which  have  occurred  to  me  that  I  thought  should  be 
presented,  inasmuch  as  they  appear  not  to  have  engaged  the 
attention  of  others.  New  York,  I  am  aware,  has  occupied  con- 
siderable time,  and  I  owe  an  apology  on  her  part  for  trespaaung 
farther  upon  your  time. 

We  are  here  in  a  family  meeting.  On  one  side  Yiiginia 
thought  the  parent  was  so  ill  that  the  family  ought  to  be  called 
together.  I  thought  yesterday  that  we  were  undergoing  some 
family  discipline — ^that  New  York  had  in  some  way  disgraced 
herself,  and  needed  correction.  I  did  not  know  what  she  had 
done ;  but  I  supposed  the  reproof  was  administered  to  her  in  a 
kindly  spirit,  though  it  was  uncalled  for. 

The  work  proposed  to  us  is,  to  be  sure,  a  work  of  condliatioiL 
But  call  it  by  whatever  name  you  may,  nothing  less  is  proposed 
than  an  alteration  of  the  Constitution.  When  we  are  asked  to  alter 
a  Constitution  that  was  made  by  Washington  and  Madison,  under 
which  the  country  has  grown  to  wealth  and  happiness,  we 
certainly  ought  to  approach  the  subject  with  the  utmost  deUber- 
ation.  If  we  were  settling  family  differences  only,  we  would 
deliberate.  How  much  more  should  we  do  so  when  we  are 
dealing  with  the  great  principles  which  uphold  our  Government  I 
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It  IB  by  great  prindples  that  nations  are  governed  and  their 
dcBtinies  are  shaped.  The  world  is  gOYemed  by  ideas  and  not  by 
material  interests.  These  facts  must  be  kept  distinctly  in  view 
by  those  who  take  upon  themselves  the  business  of  making  con- 
stitutions. 

It  is  stated  that  we  are  called  here  to  settle  the  terms  upon 
which  certain  sectional  differences  are  to  be  arranged.  We 
ought,  then,  first  to  ascertain  what  is  the  extent — ^what  the  limit 
of  these  differences. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  agreed  that  no  constitutional  rights 
have  yet  been  invaded.  The  occasion  for  fear  is  not  what  has 
ieeriy  but  what  may  he  done.  I  suppose  we  are  all  alike  tenacious 
of  our  rights,  whether  we  derive  them  from  the  Constitution  or 
finom  any  other  source.  The  rights  of  the  State  are  just  as  im- 
poETtant  to  New  York  as  to  Virginia.  But  it  is  said  that  appear^ 
ances  exist  that  indicate  an  intention  on  our  part  to  interfere 
with  some  of  the  institutions  of  the  South.  We  ask  for  the 
'proot  None  is  forthcoming — nothing  but  the  most  vague  and 
indefinite  suspicion. 

We  proi)ose  to  give  the  most  satisfactory  and  absolute  guaran- 
tees on  that  subject — ^the  subject  of  interference  with  Southern 
institntions — even  to  put  those  guarantees  into  the  Constitution. 
Bat  that  is  not  satisfactory — ^we  are  told  that  we  cannot  be 
tmsted.  I  should  hope  that  no  Northern  State  could  ever  be 
tmthfiilly  required  to  admit  that  it  had  given  cause  for  such  an 
apprehension.  But  it  is  evident  that  this  is  not  the  real  occasion 
of  calling  us  together.    What,  then,  is  the  occasion  ? 

It  is  said,  that  certain  sectional  rights  in  the  Territories  must 
be  secured  and  guaranteed.  In  that  view  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Conference  to  two  or  three  points  in  the  plan  of 
the  propoeed  secxirity.  v 

As  I  understand  the  scheme,  it  is  this :  It  is  proposed  to 
divide  our  present  territory  by  the  line  of  36**  80',  with  a  view  to 
have  emigration  fit)m  the  free  States  go  north,  and  from  the 
dave  States  go  south  of  that  line.  This  is  made  in  connection 
with  a  limitation  preventing  the  acquisition  of  future  territory. 
Kow  the  first  thing  that  impresses  me  is  the  objection  to  placing 
tny  toch  restramts  upon  emigration. 

Mr.  CLAY: — ^I  think  the  gentleman  misunderstands  the 
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report.  I  have  seen  no  proposition  that  propoees  to  confine  or 
restrain  emigration. 

Mr.  SMITH : — ^I  concede  that  there  is  no  expreBB  picvifiioii 
restricting  emigration,  but  such  I  think  will  be  the  effect  of  the 
amendments. 

By  the  third  section,  Congress  is  prohibited,  forever,  flnom 
interfering  with  the  subject  of  slaves,  and  the  sixth  section  makes 
the  others,  with  certain  provisions  of  the  Constitution  as  it  now 
stands,  irrepealable  and  unchangeable.  No  matter  how  much  the 
condition  of  the  country  may  change ;  no  matter  if  all  but  the 
most  inconsiderable  fraction  of  the  people  may  desire  to  change 
them;  these  propositions  must  stand  as  long  as  this  countrjr 
stands,  a  part  of  its  j^damental  law. 

These  are  the  general  provisions  which  the  scheme  containSi 
It  is  offered  as  a  measure  of  peace ;  of  conciliation ;  to  calm  and 
quiet  the  existing  excitement. 

I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  when  you  are  irnA-iTig  g 
constitution  you  should  consider  all  the  conditions  of  the  peopk 
who  are  to  be  governed  by  it ;  that  you  should  keep  in  view  all 
sections  and  opinions.  It  is  my  belief  that  instead  of  calming 
the  excitement  these  propositions  will  aggravate  it — ^will  arouae 
it  to  a  pitch  it  has  never  yet  attained.  I  believe  this,  because  tlie 
entire  proposition  goes  (punter  to  the  fundamental  ideas  upon 
which  our  Government  is  based. 

It  proposes  to  estcMiah  slavery  South.  Is  not  this  the  fint 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Constitution  that  it  has  ever  been  pro- 
posed, by  afiixing  an  article  to  that  instrument,  to  eaiabUsh---\A 
plant  slavery  in  territory  which  was  free  when  it  was  acquired! 
The  ordinance  of  1787  prohibited  slavery  from  going  into  the 
territory  which  was  acquired  by  it. 

In  similar  language  the  article  proposes  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  territory  north  of  the  line.  It  is  well  to  consider  what  is  the 
legal  condition  of  that  territory  now.  New  Mexico  and  Arizona 
were  free  when  we  first  acquired  them.  Is  not  this  provision 
wholly  imnecessary  ?  Mr.  Clay  left  such  language  out  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  as  he  avowed,  on  the  ground  that  slavery 
could  not  legally  go  into  territory  free  when  it  was  acquired, 
without  the  aid  of  afltenative  legislation.    Previous  and  up  to 
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the  year  1850,  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  among  lawyers 
on  liiis  question.    All  agreed  with  Mr.  Clay. 

Now,  slavery  has  gone  into  a  portion  of  this  territory; 
violently  too;  without  such  legislation.  Limits  are  prescribed 
to  it,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  ihere^  and  in  this  way.  TTiat  is  the 
Blaifus  which  is  to  be  recognized,  constitutionalized  by  these 
articles.  I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  law  of  the  territory  that 
authorizes  slavery,  but  slavery  went  there  without  law,  in  spite 
of  the  opinions  and  opposition  of  Mr.  Clay. 

This  is  shown  by  the  debate  of  1850.  It  is  proposed  now  to 
oonTert  the  territory  south  of  the  lino  of  36°  30'  into  slave  terri- 
tory, and  to  make  that  conversion  irrevocable.  Suppose  these 
propositions  had  been  applied  at  the  moment  the  territory  was 
acquired.  Then  certainly  slavery  would  have  been  carried  there 
by  force  of  these  articles  alone.  The  principle  would  have  been 
the  same ;  one  case  being  no  stronger  than  the  other. 

Mr.  Pbesident,  I  shall  not  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  question  in  any  other  than  its  political 
•Bpecta.  1  have  nothing  to  say  respecting  the  morals  of  slavery. 
If  there  is  virtue  in  the  institution,  you  have  the  credit  of  it ;  if 
there  is  sin,  you  must  answer  for  it.  And  here  let  me  say  diat  • 
yon  discuss  the  moral  aspect  of  slavery  much  more  than  we  do. 
We  hold  it  to  be  strictly  a  State  institution.  So  long  as  it  is 
kept  there,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  is  only  when  it 
thrusts  itself  outside  of  State  limits,  and  socks  to  acquire  power 
and  strength  by  spreading  itself  over  new  ground,  that  we  insist 
upon  our  objections. 

Whatever  the  consequences  may  be,  we  should  not  conceal 
from  each  other  the  true  condition  of  public  opinion  in  our  re- 
^ective  sections.  A  correct  knowledge  of  this  is  essential  and 
indispensable.  It  is  in  view  of  this  opinion  that  our  proposals 
dioold  be  framed,  if  they  are  ever  to  be  adopted.  The  settled 
<ttmctions  of  a  people  formed  upon  mature  examination  and 
experience,  cannot  be  easily  changed.  This  should  be  understood 
tithe  outset 

Kow,  I  respectfully  submit  that  no  sentiment,  no  opinion 
*^  took  a  firmer  hold  of  the  Northern  mind — ever  struck  more 
^ly  into  it — ever  became  more  pervading,  or  was  ever  adopted 
^  maturer  consideration,  than  this :  That  it  is  impolitic  and 
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wrong  to  convert  free  territory  into  slave  territory.  "With  snoh 
convictions  the  North  will  never  consent  to  sndi  converaioai 
Never  1  never  1 

This  was  the  view  of  Mr.  Clay.  His  opinion  always  had 
great  weight  at  the  North.  Mr.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  dedaied 
to  the  same  purpose,  and  avowed  that  Northern  men  conld  not 
be  expected  to  consent  to  this.  We,  at  least,  know  how  this 
opinion  is  consecrated  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  the  Nordi, 
and  how  idle  it  is  for  statesmen  to  run  counter  to  it. 

We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  all  the 
South  wants  is  to  have  the  force  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  acknowledged  as  to  that  part  of  the  territory  south  of  the 
line,  in  consideration  of  which  the  South  will  yield  what  she 
gains  by  that  decision  in  the  territory  north ;  and  also  that  we 
must  do  this,  or  the  slave  States  wiU  be  driven  to  join  those 
States  that  have  seceded.  Now,  it  is  due  to  frankneas  to  say^ 
that  the  North  does  not  acquiesce  in  that  statement ;  that  the 
point  as  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  has  been  decided 
by  the  Supreme  Court.  We  know  that  the  Chief  Justice  of  thai 
court  has  expressed  his  own  opinion  that  way;  but  we  dont 
know  that  it  has  been  decided  by  that  court  But  if  it  has  been 
so  decided,  the  very  ground  of  tlie  decision  is  a  misapprehensioiL 
If  I  rightly  understand  the  language  of  Chief  Justice  Takky,  he 
insists  that  the  Constitution  expressly  affirms  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves.  I  think  it  does  not.  The  North  thinks  it 
does  not. 

Mr.  Smith  then  proceeded  to  discnss  the  facts  in  the  Dred  Scott  case,  and 
the  various  opinions  declared  by  the  judges,  showing  that  the  decimon  did 
not  extend  so  far  as  claimed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  and  that  the  qnesdon  oi  thtt 
right  to  hold  slaves  in  the  Territories  was  not  presented  bj  the  record  in 
that  case. 

Mr.  WICEUFFE : — There  were  two  questions  involved  in 
the  Dred  Scott  case.  One  was,  the  authority  of  Scott  to  sue; 
the  other  was,  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise. Both  these  were  decided  in  that  case,  and  both  were 
decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  years  ago. 

Mr.  SMITH : — ^I  am  aware  of  the  views  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky.  I  am  stating  as  a  matter  of  fact  how  this 
decision  is  regarded  by  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
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I  am  aware  that  the  Southern  constraction  of  the 
n  is  different,  and  some  at  the  North  concur  in  it.  I  am 
to  see  how  the  majority  propositionfl  will  suit  the  people 
jree  with  the  Northern  view. 

nderstand  it  is  claimed  that  the  court  decided  that  slaves 
property,  and  that  the  Constitution  did  not  permit  any 
Qt  to  be  laid  upon  the  owners  of  that  property  in  the 
mes.  Yes,  the  court  did  decide  that  the  owner  had  the 
o  take  his  slaves  into  the  Territory  and  hold  them  there ; 
that  extent  they  were  property.  It  is  a  prevalent  idea  at 
^rth  that  the  Southern  construction  of  this  decision  is  not 
id  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  adopt  it. 
)  do  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  the  Constitution 
ify  afllrms  the  right  of  property  in  slaves.  We  may  be 
;  it  may  be  a  mere  misapprehension.  But  with  their 
fc  opinions,  the  people  of  the  North  will  hesitate  long 
they  make  this  express  affirmation  a  part  of  the  organic 

ain ;  if  the  Constitution  affirms  this  right,  and  was  under- ' 

0  do  so  by  its  framers,  what  was  the  need  of  the  rendition 
i    The  Constitution  is  the  supreme  law  in  the  free  States 

as  in  the  slave  States.  Under  this  construction  the  rights 
owner  could  have  been  enforced  like  any  other  right  of 
ty  in  the  courts  of  law,  without  any  provision  for  the 
on  of  slaves. 

eee  are  some  of  the  opinions  that  are  entertained  at  the 
They  may  be  right  or  they  may  be  wrong,  but  they 
)een  deliberately  adopted,  and  they  prevail  extensively. 
»nnot  be  changed  by  our  action  here.  In  all  we  do  they 
fe  respected.  They  are  constUvtionaUy  entertained, 
is  proposition  to  carry  slavery  into  the  Territories,  opens 
(cussion  of  the  merits  of  that  institution.  Gentlemen  say 
rish  to  stop  the  discussion ;  that  there  has  been  too  much 
heady ;  that  such  a  discussion  would  be  especially  unfor^ 

1  now.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon  it  here.  But  I 
to  know  in  what  manner  you  could  more  effectually  invite 
rion  than  by  placing  your  proposed  amendments  before  the 

im  must  not  forget  that  the  people  of  the  North  believe 
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Blavery  is  both  a  moral  and  a  political  evil.  They  reoognue  ilii> 
right  of  the  States  to  have  it,  to  regulate  it  as  they  please^  ^i<^>A^,  J 
out  interference,  direct  or  indirect ;  but  when  it  is  propoaed  Wr 
extend  it  into  territory  where  it  did  not  before  exist,  it  bebooMMI^'^ 
politicalquestion.  inwhich  they  are  interested,in  which  they  haiviAa^ . 
right  to  interfere,  and  in  which  they  will  interfere.  Such  an  at 
they  consider  it  their  duty  to  resist  by  aU  constitntioiial : 

The  establishing  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  is  the  practical 
exclusion  of  free  labor  in  them.  True,  there  is  no  direct  pioYU- 
ion  for  the  exclusion  of  free  labor  in  your  propositioiiB,  bat  Bodi 
will  certainly  be  their  effect.  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  fiom  the 
South  to  say  from  their  own  experience  whether  free  labor  cm 
be  employed  side  by  side  with  slave  labor.  This  pieaents  anodier 
consideration.  You  of  the  South  ask  us  to  guarantee  a  rigjbl 
which  you  say  is  very  important  and  veiy  dear  to  yoiL  Ton 
ask  that  your  children  may  enter  into  and  possess  theBB  mm 
Territories.  We  know  it.  But  the  North  asks  the  same  priTt 
lege.  We  want  our  children-  to  go  there,  and  live  on  the  late 
of  their  own  free  hands.  They  are  excluded  if  slavery  goes  llieie 
before  us. 

Mr.  PsEsmENT,  the  people  of  the  North  do  understand  thit 
we  are  in  a  contest — a  great  and  important  contest.  Yet  it  is 
one  that  can  bo  carried  on  without  trampling  upon  each  other's 
rights — without  attempting  to  secure  any  unfair  advantage 
That  is  the  way  the  North  proposes  to  carry  on  this  contest  in 
relation  to  the  extension  of  slavery.  This  contest  is  between  the 
owners  of  slaves  on  the  one  side,  and  all  the  free  men  of  this 
great  nation  on  the  other. 

There  is  another  fact  that  should  be  kept  in  view.  The 
Territories  are  the  property  not  of  the  individual  States,  but  of 
the  General  Government.  They  are  held  by  the  Government  in 
trust,  I  grant.  But  in  trust  for  whom  ?  For  the  whole  peopU 
of  the  Union ;  not  in  trust  for  thirty-four  distinct  States.  The 
idea  that  these  Territories  are  subject  to  partition — ^that  South 
Carolina  has  the  right  to  demand  her  thirty-fourth  part  of  them 
in  severalty,  is  one  that  by  the  North  cannot  be  entertained.  It  is 
this  idea  which  has  produced  that  other  more  mischievous  one — 
that  an  equilibrium  must  bo  maintained  between  the  free  and 
the  slave  States ;  in  other  words,  between  freedom  and  slavery. 
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^\ Where  did  this  idea  creep  into  the  Constitution?    It  never  has 

Z^Jbmd^  and  it  never  will  find,  favor  with  the  people  of  the  Nortk 

r/vi.   We  may  talk  aronnd  this  question — we  may  discuss  its  inci- 

^*^  dsMi^  its  history,  and  its  effects,  as  much  and  as  long  as  we 

jJMinr.    And  after  all  is  said— disguise  it  as  we  may — ^it  is  a 

Mutest  between  the  great  opposing  elements  of  civilization — 

nbether  the  country  shall  be  possessed  and  develojKHl  and  ruled 

by  the  labor  of  slaves  or  of  freemen. 

Leave  it  where  it  is,  and  all  is  well.  We  can  live  in  peace 
uliile  it  is  a  State  institution ;  extend  it,  and  who  can  answer  for 
tbe  ocmsequences  ?  Leave  it  where  it  is !  I  humbly  suggest  that 
.  in  that  direction  lays  the  only  path  of  peace.  So  long  as  the 
Territories  are  common  property,  so  long  will  the  people  insist 
upon  protecting  their  interests  in  them.  In  a  Government  like 
CHm,  conflicts  will  ensue.  The  Constitution  provides  the  proper 
and  peaceful  way  of  settling  them ;  and  it  is  not  by  a  partition 
of  every  subject  in  which  a  mutual  interest  exists. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^Does  the  gentleman  consider  this  a  nation, 
txr  a  federal  union  of  States  ] 

Mr.  SMITH : — If  I  did  not  consider  this  a  nation  I  should 
certainly  not  be  here. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^Is  not  the  whole  machinery  of  the  Govern- 
ment federative  ?    Is  not  its  whole  action  that  of  a  confederation? 
Is  not  the  recent  election  of  Mr.  Linooln  a  proof  of  the  fact? 
He  was  elected  by  less  than  a  majority  of  the  people. 
^         Mr.  SMITH : — In  all  the  action  of  the  Government  with 
oliher  governments,  we  are  a  nation  as  much  as  France  or  Eng- 
laod.    In  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  acquisition  of  territory 
we  are  a  nation.     The  rights  of  the  States  are  preserved  in  the 
OoDstitution,  I  admit,  but  their  power  is  to  be  exercised  subject 
to  the  powers  reserved  by  the  Constitution  to  the  General  Gov- 
onunent.    In  all  that  respects  these  powers  the  Government  is 


I  have  only  sought  to  state  some  of  the  opinions  which  are 
CQnacientiously  entertained  at  the  ^orth  upon  subjects  connected 
with  these  propositions.  They  are  entertained  there,  and  they 
most  be  respected  by  the  Conference. 

This  doctrine  of  the  preservation  of  the  balance  of  power  is 
tnew  doctrine.    It  was  unknown  to  the  framers  of  our  Consti- 
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tntion.  In  my  opinion  it  is  a  most  mischievoiiB  doctrine  to  Him 
conntrjy  and  can  only  produce  the  most  pemidoiis  rdsnlta.  £ 
is  closely  akin  to  the  doctrine  once  broached  in  the  Senate  of 
duality  of  the  Execntive,  which,  extended,  wonld  leqniie 
President  for  every  sectional  interest.  Such  ideas  were  neve 
popular  at  the  Kordi.  I  do  not  think  they  wonld  operate  tbk- 
well  in  practice  at  the  South. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND :— Will  tha  gentleman  give  way  for  j 
motion  to  adjonm! 

Mr.  SMITH:— Certainly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clevelaio)  the  Conference  adjourned  ta 
ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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FOURTEENTH  DAT. 

Washington,  Thuesday,  Fdyi*u<mi  21«^,  1861. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  at  ten 
o'clock  and  fifteen  minntes  a.m.,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Bey. 

Br.ST0OKTOK. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— As  I  stated  yesterday,  I  now  wish  to 
<iinnp  my  resolutions  relating  to  the  termination  of  the  debate, 
end  to  have  a  vote  taken  npon  them. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^Will  Governor  Wiokliffe  permit  me  to  make 
t  formal  motion,  which  cannot  give  rise  to  discussion  ?  It  is  this : 
Xhe  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  under  which 
QfyBelf  and  my  colleagues  hold  our  seats,  make  it  my  duty  to  lay 
brfore  the  Conference  the  resolves  I  now  offer.  I  ask  to  have 
Ehem  read,  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chase  con- 
omedin. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follow : — 

hmkeA^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  proceed  to  tinal  action  on  the  grave 
ttfl  important  matters  involved  in  the  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in 
^DM^ianoe  with  which  this  Convention  has  assembled,  and  in  the  several 
Xiporto  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  committee  to  which  said  resolu- 
te were  referred,  xmtil  opportunity  has  been  given  to  all  of  the  States  to 
Piitidpate  in  deliberation  and  action  under  them,  and  ample  time  has  been 
^Ooved  for  such  deliberation  and  action. 

J^hedy  thertfore^  That  this  Convention  adjourn  to  meet  in  the  city  of 
Viddngton,  on  the  4th  day  of  April  next ;  and  that  the  President  be  re- 
nted to  address  a  letter  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States  not  now 
'^prewnted  in  this  body,  urging  the  appointment  and  attendance  of  Com- 
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Mr.  EWIJSTQ  : — ^I  wish  to  Btate  here  that  I  do  not  ooncnriii 
these  resolutions. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— I  now  oflfer  two  resolntions,  one  pro-  - 
Tiding  that  debate  shall  cease  upon  the  report  of  the  oommittM^ 
at  10  o'clock  to-morrow.  The  other,  that  five  minutes  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  mover  of  an  amendment  to  explain  it,  with  fife 
minutes  to  the  committee  to  reply.  Upon  reflection,  I  wiQ  oflBsr 
a  third :  That  a  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  shall  not  hb 
divided.  K  desired,  a  vote  may  be  taken  on  the  resolutioofl 
separately,  as  I  wish  to  have  each  stand  upon  its  own  merits.  I 
will  not  discuss  these  resolutions,  for  I  think  all  must  be  imprsBBed 
with  the  necessity  for  passing  them  now. 

The  resolutions  were  as  follow : — 

ReBolted^  let,  That  at  10  o^clock,  the  22d  Febmary,  1861,  all  debate  iqwa 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  one  from  each  State  shall  ooase,  and  the  Oon- 
vention  will  proceed  to  vote,  and  continue  to  vote  until  the  whole  salgeflt 
shall  have  been  disposed  of. 

2d.  If  an  amendment  be  offered  bj  the  Commissioners  of  any  State,  or 
the  minority  of  such  Commissioners,  five  minutes  is  allowed  for  explanation, 
and  the  like  time  is  allowed  to  the  committee  to  resist  the  amendment.  If 
thcj  desire  to  do  so ;  and  the  mover  of  the  amendment,  or  any  member  of  the 
same  State,  may  have  five  minutes  for  reply. 

8d.  A  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  shall  not  be  divided. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN :— I  shall  not  debate  these  reaolutiona. 
As  I  am  engaged  in  taking  notes  of  the  discussion,  I  cannot  enter 
into  a  contest  for  the  floor,  and  I  would  not  if  I  could.  My 
State  has  not  occupied  a  moment  of  time  on  the  general  subject 
nor  are  her  delegates  very  anxious  to  address  the  Conventioii 
at  all. 

Whether  the  Conference  will  give  one  of  us  a  few  minutes  or 
not,  is  simply  a  question  of  policy,  of  which  I  am  not  a  disinte^ 
ested  judge.  It  is  possible  that  some  suggestions  might  be  made 
which  would  be  worthy  of  attention. 

Mr.  GOODRICH : — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  Saturday, 
instead  of  to-morrow,  in  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH :— There  is  force  in  the  remark  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont.  No  State  should  be  cut  oflf.  I  suggest 
that  the  States  whose  delegates  have  not  addressed  the  Con&r^ 
ence,  should  have  the  preference. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Missouri :— I  represent  a  youthful  Stafce^ 
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She  is  not  the  daughter  of  any  particular  State  or  section,  but  of 
the  Union.  We  Missourians  love  the  Union,  but  we  have  fiilly 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has  come  when  some- 
fhing  must  be  done  to  prevent  our  entire  separation.  We  have 
hitherto  remained  silent.  We  came  here  to  preserve  the  Union. 
Not  that  we  love  the  Union  less,  but  we  love  our  rights  more. 
We  love  our  rights  more  than  the  Union,  our  property,  or  our 
fives.  We  desire  to  come  to  a  speedy  adjustment.  Ten  days  of 
CSongresB  only  remain.  It  will  be  difficult  even  to  introduce  our 
propositions,  still  more  to  get  them  considered.  I  sustain  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ;  and  Missouri  will  vote 
&rit. 

Mr.  WICKLEFFE  : — I  will  make  the  proposition  as  accept- 
able as  possible.    I  will  insert  one  o'clock  instead  of  ten. 

Exdamations  were  heard  from  several  members  of,  ^'  Let  ns  agree,"  and 
tiie  qiiestion  being  taken  on  the  first  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BACKUS  : — I  move  to  insert  in  the  second  resolution, 
tea  minutes  instead  of  five,  wherever  the  word  occurs.  That 
time  is  none  too  long  to  state  the  purpose  of  an  amendment 
properly. 

Mr.  NOTES  : — ^Is  this  resolution  designed  to  exclude  all  dia- 
duaion  upon  an  amendment,  except  by  the  member  moving  it 
tad  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— No !  Such  is  not  the  intention.  Any 
one  can  speak  five  minutes.  I  rely  on  our  sense  of  propriety  not 
to  abuse  this  construction  of  the  resolution. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Backus  was  decided  in  the  negative 
by  a  vote  vwa  voce. 

The  resolation  was  then  adopted,  together  with  the  resolution  relating  to 
noSofDB  to  strike  ont  and  insert   . 

Mr.  BROWNE : — I  move  that  when  the  Convention  adjourn, 
itidjoum  to  meet  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  CHASE: — ^I  hope  the  Conference  will  not  hold  night 
■ttrions.  Our  day  sessions  are  protracted  and  very  laborious.  I 
•pee  with  Commodore  Stockton,  that  night  sessions  are 
dingerous. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  Kentucky:—!  do  not  agree  with  Mr. 
^^5ABE.    I  have  particularly  observed  the  -demeanor  of  all  the 
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gentlemen  in  the  Conference,  and  know  tliat  they  aie  as  well 
fitted  for  business  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  as  at  ten  o'dock 
in  the  morning. 

A  vote  by  the  States  was  called  for,  which  resulted  aa  fdUows : 

Ates  : — ^Delaware,  Illinoia,  Kentuokj,  Maryland,  lOasonri,  New  Jenej, 
New  York,  North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire,  FennsjlYania,  Rhode  Xdaa^ 
Tennessee,  and  Virginia—I  3. 

Noes: — Gonnecticnt,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachnaetts,  Ohio^  and 
Vermont — 7. 

Mr.  WILMOT: — In  pursuance  of  the  instmctionB  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  I  offer  the  following.  I  wiah  to 
have  it  laid  on  the  table,  and  printed,  that  I  may  move  it  as  an 
amendment  to  the  committee's  report  at  the  proper  time. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wilmot  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
•  ment  is  as  follows : 


**  And  Congress  shall  further  provide  \>j  law,  that  the  United  Statea  i 
make  fhll  compensation  to  a  citizen  of  any  State,  who  in  anj  other  State  ahall 
suffer,  hj  reason  of  violence  or  intimidation  from  mobs  and  riotons  aaaemUiei^ 
in  his  person  or  property,  or  in  deprivation,  by  violence,  of  his  rights  aeeured 
by  this  Constitution." 

Mr.  DENT : — I  ask  that  the  following  may  be  adopted  a^  an 
additional  rule : 

"  When  the  vote  on  any  question  is  taken  by  States,  any  OommiMloiicr 
dissenting  from  the  vote  of  his  State,  may  have  his  dissent  entered  on  tha 
Journal." 

Mr.  CHASE : — I  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
call  the  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  motion  of  any  Commissioner.  I 
have  heretofore  introduced  a  resolution  to  that  effect,  which,  with 
the  gentleman's  permission,  I  will  now  call  up. 

Mr.  DENT :— I  won't  insist. 

Mr.  Chase's  resolution  was  taken  up  as  follows : 

*'  The  yeas  and  nays  of  the  Commissioner  of  each  State,  upon  any  que*- 
tion,  shall  bo  entered  upon  the  Journal  when  it  is  desired  by  any  Coimnia- 
sioner,  and  the  vote  of  each  State  shall  be  determined  by  the  majority  of 
Commissioners  present  from  each  State." 

Mr.  GTJTIIEIE  :— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  waive  the  first 
part  of  the  resolution.  I  think  it  is  the  best  way  not  to  disdoee 
our  divisions  any  farther  than  is  indispensably  necessary. 

Mr.  CHASE: — ^I  copied  the  rule  verbatim  fix)m  the  on» 
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adopted  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation.  I  think  it  right 
and  fair.  But  I  have  no  objection  to  modifying  it,  bo  as  to  have 
the  yeas  and  nays  called  on  the  motion  of  any  entire  delegation. 

Mr.  DENT :— I  did  not  withdraw  my  motion.  I  thmk  it 
will  accomplish  all  we  need.  It  will  be  taken,  of  conrse,  that 
IliOBe  who  do  not  dissent  vote  with  the  del^ation. 

Mr.  SEID : — ^I  think  it  is  entirely  too  late  to  talk  about  say- 
ing time.  How  long  will  it  take  to  have  the  names  of  dissenting 
delegates  called  ?  For  one,  I  desire  to  exercise  my  rights  under 
the  authority  of  the  State  I  represent.  I  will  not  consent  to 
waive  thenu  When  the  vote  of  my  State  is  cast,  I  wish  to  have 
the  record  show  who  is  responsible  for  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Cizabx,  and  it 
waa  rejected,  and  the  additional  mle  proposed  hj  Mr.  Dent  was  adopted.       < 

Mr.  CO  ALTER :— I  offer  the  following,  which  I  shall  move 
88  an  amendment  to  the  report.  I  ask  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  printed : 

"The  term  of  oflSce  of  all  Presidents  and  Vice-Presidents  of  the  United 
States,  hereafter  elected,  shall  he  six  years ;  and  any  person  once  elected  to 
dtfaer  of  said  offices,  shall  ever  after  he  ineligible  to  the  same  office." 

The   above    motion   to  lay  on  the   table  and  print  was 

to. 
Mr.  BROK'SON' : — I  also  have  an  amendment,  of  which  I 
aak  to  have  the  same  disposition  made.    It  is  as  follows : 

"  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  legislate  in  respect  to  persons  held  to 

Mrrioe  or  labor' in  any  case,  except  to  provide  for  the  rendition  of  fngitiyes 

from  each  sendee  or  labor,  and  to  suppress  the  foreign  slave  trade ;  and  the 

eofdng  itatiu  or  condition  of  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  in  re- 

•peet  to  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  shall  remain  unchanged  daring  thdr 

territorial  condition ;  and  whenever  any  Territory,  with  suitable  boondaries, 

dun  contain  the'  popnlation  requisite  for  a  representative  in'CongresB, 

•oeording  to  the  then  federal  ratio  of  representation,  it  shall  be  entitled  to 

idndnlon  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or 

vithout  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  as  the  Constitution  of  such  new 

S^  may  prescribe." 

Mr.  Bbonsox's  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr  GUTHRIE :— I  call  for  the  order  of  the  day. 
The  PRESroENT :— The  order  of  the  day  is  called  for,  and 
^e  gentleman  from  'New  York  has  the  floor. 

Kr.  SMITH : — ^At  the  adjonmment  yesterday,  I  had  pro- 
14 
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oeeded  to  state  two  or  three  gronndfi  npon  which  I  think  the  pro- 
pofialfl  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  reported  by  the  naa- 
jority  of  the  committee  would  be  unacceptable  to  ^e  Northi 
and  I  had  also  stated  some  special  objections  to  action  in  this 
way  and  at  the  present  time. 

The  next  consideration  to  which  I  would  invite  attention  is 
this :  Is  it  necessary  or  wise  for  the  Conference,  composed  as  it 
is  of  friends  of  the  Union,  or  is  it  eospedient  thus  to  encounter 
the  settled  sentiments  and  convictions  of  the  people  of  so  laige 
a  section  of  the  country  ?  It  is  not  necessary,  for  various  reasoDS. 
This  territorial  question  is,  after  all,  a  question  to  be  looked  at  in 
a  prospective  view.  Why  is  it  necessary  to  disturb  the  Constitor 
tion  by  inserting  such  a  provision  as  you  propose?  Wliyisit* 
necessary  for  gentlemen  from  tlie  South  to  have  it  in,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  stand  with  their  people  at  home? 

Slavery  is  now  in  New  Mexico.  That  must  be  acknowledged 
as  a  fact.  The  South  think  it  rightfully  there — ^the  Korth  be- 
lieve it  is  there  wrongfully.  But  its  existence  in  the  territories  is 
a  fact  nevertheless.  President  Lincoln  cannot  help  it  if  he  would. 
The  Supreme  Court  will  affirm  its  rightful  existence  thera^ 
whenever  the  question  comes  before  that  body.  That  dnai 
cannot  be  changed  before  these  territories  are  admitted  as  States^ 
if  the  disposition  exists  to  change  it.  You  claim  that  the  ques- 
tion is  already  decided.  How,  then,  can  it  be  important  to  you 
to  press  the  adoption  of  these  sections  as  a  part  of  the  Conatitii- 
tion  ?  My  judgment  is,  that  it  is  best  to  leavQ  this  subject 
alone — that  that  is  the  true  way  to  save  the  Union. 

Gentlemen  of  the  South,  remember  that  if  you  must  stand  at 
home  "with  your  people,  so  also  must  we.  There  is  a  North  as 
well  as  a  SatUhf — a  northern  people  as  well  as  ^uthem  people. 
You  press  us  hard  on  these  subjects.  But  can  men  who  are 
rational  ask  us  to  abandon  our  own  people,  to  go  counter  to  their 
convictions  and  sentiments?  We  cannot  do  it!  You  would 
not  respect  us  if  we  did !  I  am  very  sure  that  if  this  Conference 
is  to  attain  any  beneficial  result,  it  must  abandon  all  idea  of 
coercion  or  intimidation  as  applied  to  the  friends  of  the  Union. 

It  is  said  we  are  contending  for  a  party  platform — that  w^ 
are  letting  party  stand  between  us  and  the  Union.  I  coul^ 
Jtrample  parties  and  platforms  under  foot  to  preserve  the  Unioz^-^ 


RKlfAKyfl    OF    MR.    SmTH.  211 

but  I  C9imot  understand  how  honest  men  can  abandon  princi- 
pleB  becanse  a  party  has  adopted  them  into  its  platform.  Do 
not  tell  ns  that  by  adhering  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution, 
we  are  simply  adhering  to  a  party  platform.  Our  principles  are 
at  least  as  dear  to  us,  as  yours  are  to  you ;  you  must  not  expect 
OS  to  sacrifice  them  either  to  promote  our  own  material  interests 
or  to  promote  yours. 

Let  us  then  sink  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  Territories. 
Let  the  courts  take  care  of  it  if  need  be,  or  let  it  be  dealt  with 
when  it  properly  comes  up.  ^^  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof."    In  that  direction  lays  the  path  of  peace. 

Bat  perhaps  it  may  be  suggested  that  such  a  course  would 
really  leave  no  plan  to  be  adopted.  Perhaps  so.  Is  it,  then,  not 
true  that  we  are  having  all  this  trouble  over  a  contingency  that 
may  or  may  not  arise?  That  the  Constitution  is  sufficient 
fiir  all  purposes  but  this,  you  aver ;  and  yet  you  say  in  the  same 
faieath  that  the  Court  has  settled  this  question  entirely  and  finally 
in  your  favor.  Why  not  be  satisfied,  then,  with  the  settlement  ? 
Can  you  make  it  more  of  a  finality  in  tlie  way  you  propose  ? 
No,  gentlemen ;  believe  me  when  I  tell  you  that  the  true  remedy 
does  not  consist  in  endeavoring  to  humiliate  the  people  of  one  sec- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  another.  Eemember  we  are  dealing  with 
the  American  people ;  I  would  not  tlirow  the  Constitution  into 
the  vortex  of  disunion  that  is  opening  before  us ;  I  would  preserve 
it  rather  as  a  rock  on  which  we  can  all  safely  stand.  Do  not 
throw  away  the  compass  by  which  alone  we  can  safely  be 
guided! 

If  I  were  to  suggest  a  suitable  remedy,  what  I  think  a  wise 

plan,  it  would  be  the  one  adopted  on  a  similar  occasion,  when 

cue  of  the  States  set  itself  up  in  opposition  to  the  General  Govem- 

ment)  with  such  very  beneficial  results ;  and  that  would  be,  to 

lave  the  Government  appeal  to  the  people  for  support — to  throw 

itself  into  the  arms  of  the  people.    The  result  then  has  become 

Kstorical.    It  is  remembered  with  pride  and  pleasure  by  all.    I 

irould  have  a  similar  course  pursued  now.    The  result  would  be 

eqrially  grand,  equally  gratifying.    It  would  rally  every  patriot, 

€Teiy  fnend  of  the  Union  firom  every  section,  to  its  support.    You, 

genttemen  of  the  South,  now  friends  of  the  Union,  still  give  it 

tbeetrength  of  your  support,  the  favor  of  your  countenance,  and 
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you  Bhall  be  supported  and  enstained  as  you  can  be  in  no  other 
way.  You  shall  have  the  support  of  the  power  of  the  Gk)yQni- 
ment  and  of  every  friend  of  the  Union  in  flie  country. 

You  remember  how  those  patriotic  statesmen,  Clat  and 
Websteb— differing  from  the  Executive,  opposing  his  election 
with  all  the  strength  of  their  gigantic,  intellects — ^when  the 
authority  of  the  Government  was  questioned,  and  South  Oarolinai 
under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  undertook  to  set  herself  np  in 
opposition  to  it — ^how  they  waived  all  former  differences,  and 
instead  of  encouraging  secession  by  their  delay  and  timidity, 
without  asking  for  new  guarantees  or  for  amendments  of  the 
Constitution,  came  voluntarily  and  earnestly  to  the  support  of 
the  Executive  and  the  administration,  because  the  Executive  was  • 
right,  and  was  the  chosen  instrument  of  the  people  to  preserve 
the  integrity  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BAERINGER:— If  the  gentleman  will  excuse  mo,  l' 
will  state  that  the  course  of  the  Executive  against  South  Carolina 
was  universally  acquiesced  in  except  in  that  State.  And  yet  the 
opinion  that  President  Jackson  far  exceeded  his  powers,  was 
equally  unanimous.  That  precedent  has  been  greatly  miain- 
terpreted. 

Mr.  SMITH :— I  thank  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 
He  entertains  his  opinions,  I  do  mine,  as  to  what  then  saved  the 
Union.  I  should  not  probably  be  able  to  make  him  think  with 
me ;  but  I  feel  sure  that  th&idea  prevails  quite  extensively,  that 
South  Carolina  returned  to  the  path  of  duty  then,  because  the 
power  of  the  Government  was  wielded  by  an  honest  and  ene^ 
getic  Executive.  She  came  to  the  conclusion  that  any  other 
course  would  probably  be  attended  with  danger. 

Our  present  differences  had  no  very  remote  origin*  They 
belong  to  our  own  generation,  and  we  ought  to  be  compelled  to 
deal  with  them.  I  think  the  so-called  compromise  of  1850  was 
the  cause  of  all  our  troubles — ^that  instead  of  saving  the  country 
it  brought  it  into  greater  danger  than  it  ever  was  before. 

Mr.  BABRIN'GES : — ^I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  on  tha^ 
point. 

Mr.  SMITH : — ^I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  foiget  that  h^» 
will  have  a  frdl  opportunity  to  answer  me.  I  am  nearly  through-^ 
and  generally  no  good  comes  of  interruptions.  They  only  ooia-— 
sume  time. 
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I  was  about  to  say,  that  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the 
question  of  who  was  to  blame  for  that  repeal.  I  agree  with 
gentlemen  from  the  South,  that  there  is  no  profit  now  in  dis- 
cussing the  ori^  of  our  troubles — ^in  inquiring  who  set  the 
house  on  fire  before  we  put  on  the  water. 

Mr.  CLAY: — Does  the  gentleman  do  justice  to  Mr.  Clay, 
when  at  one  moment  he  says  that  Mr.  Clay  held  up  the  arms 
of  the  administration,  strengthened  the  Executive,  and  aided  the 
Gh)Yemment  in  putting  down  secession,  and  in  the  next,  states 
that  the  compromise  of  1850  was  tlie  cause  of  all  our  troubles, 
when  it  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Clay  strongly  favored  that  com- 
promise? 

Mr.  SMITH:— When  I  speak  of  the  unhappy  effect  of  the 

compromise  measures  of  1850,  I  ascribe  no  wrong  motives  to 

Mr.  Clay  or  any  one  else.    If  he  approved  that  compromise,  I 

have  no  doubt  he  did  it  in  the  full  belief  that  it  would  be 

beneficial  to  the  country.    Experience  has  shown  that  he  was 

mistaken.     Saying  this  is  doing  no  injustice  to  Mr.  Clay.    I 

spoke  only  of  effects.      I  spoke  of  the  zeal  and  the  energy 

with  which  the  patriots  and  eminent  statesmen  of  all  parties 

of  tins  country  have  been  accustomed  to  come  forward  and 

sustain    the   administration   when   any   necessity   existed    for 

doing  so.     Now  let  this  Conference — ^let  all  true  friends  of 

the   Union    everywhere,  vnth  one  voice,  without  attempting 

to  place  any  section  or  any  man  in  a  false  or  disagreeable 

position,    unite  in  one    determined   effort   in   behalf  of  the 

Union,  and  in  an  attempt  to  bring  the  rash  and  dangerous 

men  who  would  seek  the  destruction  of  the  Government  back  to 

aaenae  of  duty.   Let  us  address  the  country,  let  us  show  that  we 

»e  devoted  to  the  Union,  far  beyond  any  considerations  of  party 

or  self ;  let  us  invoke  the  aid  of  all  true  and  patriotic  men;  let 

m  afik  them  to  lay  aside  for  the  time  all  other  considerations,  and 

pve  themselves  for  the  present  to  the  country !    The  spirit  of 

^e  old  time  is  yet  alive.    We  can  call  it  out  in  more  than  its  old 

length  and  vigor,  and  it  wiU  save  the  country.    Our  private 

^ter^  may  suffer,  but  the  great  interests  of  the  Union  will  be 

"^^ongthened  and  preserved,  and  the  Constitution,  which  has  been 

^  pride  and  strength,  will  not  be  dragged  down  into  the  great 

whirlpool  of  disunion.    I  appeal  to  the  venerable  and  able  men 
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aronnd  me,  wlio  bear  liiBtoric  names — ^who  haye  been  theniflelYeft 
long  connected  with  the  Union  and  its  Gbvemment^  to  join  ns  in 
onr  struggle  to  save  the  Constitntion. 

The  views  I  have  expressed  may  be  chimericaL  I  lunns 
advanced  them  with  no  little  diffidence,  bnt  I  felt  called  upon 
to  state  them  in  tne  dischaige  of  a  duty  I  owe  to  a  people  who 
love  and  will  make  great  sacrifices  to  save  the  Constitution  and 
the  Fnion. 

A  majority  vote,  one  way  or  the  other  here,  would  be  of  littb 
consequence.  It  would  carry  no  weight  with  it.  But  if  the 
members  of  this  Conference  would  all  unite  in  such  an  appeal  to 
the  country,  the  response  would  be  instantaneous  and  effeotive. 
The  heart  of  the  country  is  loyal ;  the  heart  of  the  South  is 
loyal,  I  beUeve.  We  have  abundant  evidence  that  it  is  not  too 
late  to  rely  upon  the  Union  men  in  Missouri  and  Tennessee  I 

Mr.  C ARUTHEES :— The  vote  of  Tennessee  is  entirely  mn- 
understood. 

Mr.  SMITH: — ^Perhaps  so.  I  have  no  acquaintance  widi 
the  people  of  Tennessee.  But  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Conference  farther.  I  have  spoken  plainly,  but  I  have  flpoken 
what  I  beUeve  to  be  the  honest  convictions  of  a  laige  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  Union.  Once  more  I  say,  let  us  not  deBtroj 
the  Constitution  I 

Mr.  CLEYELAISID : — ^I  have  not  got  up  to  make  a  speodL 
We  have  had  too  much  speech-making  here.  It  may  be  veiy 
well  for  gentlemen  to  get  up  and  make  long  arguments  and 
eloquent  appeals,  and  show  their  abilities  and  powers,  but  it  all 
does  no  sort  of  good — ^nobody  is  benefited,  and  no  opiniouB  are 
changed.  I  shall  take  no  such  course.  I  want  to  see  whether 
this  little  handful  of  men  who  meet  every  day  in  this  hall,  can- 
not get  together  and  fix  up  this  matter  which  has  been  so  muck 
talked  about.  Let  us  pay  no  attention  to  the  great  men  or  tho 
politicians.  They  have  interests  of  their  own.  Some  of  theon 
have  interests  which  are  superior  to  those  of  their  country. 

In  the  common  affairs  of  life  there  are  always  a  great  mai».^ 
differences  of  opinion.    Some  treat  these  differences  one  way — - 
some  another.    Foolish  men  go  to  law,  and  always  come  cr^ 
worse  off  than  when  they  started.    Sensible  men  get  togetheS; 
and  talk  matters  over;  one  gives  up  a  little,  the  other  gives  iip 
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I  little,  and  finally  they  get  together.    Now,  friends,  that  is  jnst 
irhat  I  want  to  see  done  here. 

We  are  all  friends — ^friends  of  the  Union  and  of  each  other. 
Nobody  wants  to  give  np  the  Union,  or  hurt  Mr.  Linooln.  The 
ionth  has  got  frightened — ^not  exactly  frightened,  but  she  thinks 
he  Republicans,  since  they  have  got  the  power,  are  going  to 
rample  upon  her  rights.  She  wants  the  North  to  agree  not  to 
lo  so.  Now  I  should  like  to  know  what  objection  there  was  to 
hat  ?  Who  is  afraid  to  do  that  ?  If  we  could  go  to  work  at 
his  thing  like  sensible  men,  we  could  settle  the  whole  matter  in 
wo  hours. 

Now  about  these  propositions.  I  do  not  see  any  thing  alarm- 
Dg  in  them.  I  have  not  set  to  work  to  pick  flaws  in  them, 
jeave  that  to  the  lawyers.  I  don't  care  much  about  them,  nor 
toes  the  North  care  about  them.  If  the  South  will  take  them 
ind  be  satisfied — ^if  they  will  stop  this  clamor  about  slavery  and 
ilavery  extension,  I  think  she  had  better  have  them.  For  one,  I 
un  sick  of  the  whole  subject. 

Let  us  then  go  about  the  work  like  sensible  men ;  let  us  stop 
naking  long  8x>eeches  and  picking  flaws  in  each  other.  It  is  a 
natter  of  business,  and  pretty  important  business.  Let  us  con- 
ider  it  as  such,  and  from  this  moment  let  us  throw  aside  all 
Siding,  and  set  about  coming  to  some  understanding.  We  can 
lo  it  to-day  as  well  as  next  week.  I  do  not  know  that  these 
propositions  are  the  best  that'  can  be  made;  but  if  they  are  not, 
let  us  talk  the  matter  over  like  good  Union  men,  and  see  what  is 
beet.  When  we  can  find  that  out,  let  us  agree.  If  we  stay  here 
and  make  speeches  until  doomsday,  we  shall  be  no  better  off.  I 
m  for  action,  and  coming  to  an  immediate  decision. 

Mr.  COALTEE:— If  the  vote  of -Missouri  is  to  be  taken  as 
HI  evidence  of  her  devotion  to  the  Union,  it  must  also  be  under- 
llood  with  this  qualification :  Her  interests  and  her  sympathies 
unite  her  closely  with  the  South.  She  feels,  in  common  with 
others,  her  share  of  anxiety  for  the  ftiture.  She  is  devoted  to  the 
Union,  and  at  the  same  time  she  insists  that  it  is  fair  and  right 
tiiat  these  guarantees  should  be  given. 

It  has  been  distinctly  avowed  on  this  floor  that  the  people  of 
wrtam  sections  of  the  North  abhor  slavery.  Ought  we  not  to 
k  distrustful  when  a  party  entertaining  such  sentiments  comes 
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into  Bnpreine  power?     If  MaasachiiBetts  abhors  daverjf^  ho(W 
long  will  it  be  before  she  will  abhor  slaveholders  f 

Ignorance  is  the  source  of  all  onr  difficnltiee.    The  people  of 
the  iNorth  know  little  of  the  condition  of  the  n^ro  in  a  state  of 
slavery.    We  know  that  the  four  millions  of  blacks  in  the  South  - 
are  better  off  in  all  respects  than  any  similar  number  of  laboren 
anywhere. 

But  I  rise  only  to  correct  a  false  impression  in  regard  to  His- 
sourL  I  have  only  besides  to  express  my  full  conviction  that  if 
the  ITorth  wUl  not  give  us  these  guarantees,  we  are  henoeforth  a 
divided  people. 

Mr.  GOODEICH:— Mr.  President,  the  object  of  this 
Convention,  assembled  on  the  call  or  invitation  of  Virginia,  is, 
as  set  forth  in  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  her  General  As- 
sembly, 

"  To  restore  the  Union  and  Constitntion  in  the  spirit  in  which  the/  were 
established  bj  the  fathers  of  the  Eepablic ;"  or,  as  otherwise  expressed,  **  to 
a^JQst  the  present  unhappy  controversies  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  C<»i8ti- 
tation  was  ori^allj  made,  and  consistently  with  its  principles.'' 

This  agrees,  in  substance,  with  the  purpose  of  the  Republi- 
ean  party,  which,  in  the  words  of  the  Philadelphia  platform,  is 
declared  to  be  that  of  "  restoring  the  action  of  the  Federal  Gkir- 
emment  to  the  principles  of  Washington  and  Jefferson." 

Yirginia  announces  to  the  other  States  that  she  ^^  is  desirous 
of  employing  every  reasonable  means,"  and  is  "  willing  to  unite" 
with  them  "  in  an  earnest  effort "  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
common  end  and  object  of  that  State  and  the  Bepublican  parly; 
and  she  is  moved  to  make  this  her  "  final  effort,"  by  "  the  delib- 
erate opinion  of  her  General  Assembly,  that  unless  the  unhappy 
controversy  which  now  divides  the  States  of  this  Confederacy 
shall  be  satisfactorily  adjusted,  a  permanent  dissolution  of  the 
Union  is  inevitable,"  and  by  a  desire  to  "  avert  so  dire  a  calamity." 

Massachusetts,  equally  willing  to  unite  with  the  other  Sti^ 
in  an  earnest  effort  to  further  the  same  end,  accepted  the  invita- 
tion of  Virginia,  and  sent  Commissioners  here  to  represent  her. 

The  honorable  Chairman  (Mr.  Guthrie)  of  the  committee  U^ 
report  a  plan  of  adjustment,  in  his  opening  speech,  advocated- 
with  earnestness  and  eloquence  a  restoration  of  the  Constitution 
to  the  principles  of  the  fathers.    The  distinguished  gentleman. 
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(Mr.  Ettes)  from  Virginia  demands  a  "  restoration  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  the  landmarks  of  our  fathers,"  and  his  colleague  (Mr, 
Ssddon)  urges  a  return  to  the  "  policy  of  our  fathers  in  1787." 

This  assumes  that  we  have  departed  from  the  principles  and 
landmarks  of  our  fathers,  and  from  the  policy  of  1787.  The 
call  of  the  Convention  assumes  this ;  the  platform  of  the  Eepub- 
Kcan  party  assumes  it,  and  the  gentlemen  whose  remarks  I  have 
quoted  assume  it,  and  it  is  true. 

The  particular  object  of  a  return  to  the  principles  and  land- 
marks of  the  policy  of  1787,  as  stated  in  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tiong  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  Virginia,  is,  ^'  to  afford  to  the 
people  of  the  slaveholding  States  adequate  guarantees  for  the  se- 
curity of  their  rights."    This  implies  that  such  a  return  will  af- 
ford these  adequate  guarantees.    I  agree  that  it  will ;  and  I  am 
i«ady,  and  Massachusetts  is  ready,  to  adjust  this  unhappy  contro- 
▼eny,  and  to  give  the  guarantees  demanded  in  exactly  this  way. 
Stated  in  these  general  terms,  there  is  a  perfect  agreement 
between  us.    But  we  find  a  wide  difference  when  we  go  one  step 
&rther,  and  learn  precisely  what  Virginia  claims  would  be  a  res- 
toration of  the  Constitution  to  the  principles  of  the  fathers,  and  a 
ictum  to  the  policy  of  1787.     This  she  has  told  us  in  one  of  the 
resolutions  sent  out  with  the  call  for  this  Convention.    That  res- 
olution is  as  follows : 

"  JRaohed^  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Yirgmia,  the 
Propositions  embraced  in  the  resolutions  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the 
^Jdted  States  by  Hon.  John  J.  Ceittknden,  bo  modified  as  that  the  first  arti- 
^  proposed  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
■Ml  apply  to  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  now  held  or  hereafter 
acquired  south  of  latitude  SG"*  80',  and  provide  that  slavery  of  the  African 
'^  shall  be  effectually  protected  as  property  therein  during  the  con- 
^Qance  of  the  territorial  government,  and  the  fourth  article  shall  secure  to 
^  owners  of  slaves  the  right  of  transit  with  their  slaves  between  and 
^ugh  the  non-slaveholding  States  and  territories,  constitute  the  basis  of 
'^  an  adjustment  of  the  unhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  the 
^tes  of  this  Confederacy,  as  would  be  accepted  by  the  people  of  this  Com- 
'"'Ottwealth." 

It  was  in  reference  to  these  propositions  that  the  gentleman 
CMj.  Seddon)  from  Viiginia,  has  asked  us  the  question,  "  Are  we 
i^ot  entitled  to  these  added  guarantees  according  to  the  spirit  of 
*^  compact  of  our  fathers  ? " 
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The  trae  answer  to  this  qnestion  is  the  pivot  on  which  this 
whole  controversy  must  turn.  If  the  slave  States  are  not  entitled 
to  these  added  gaarantees,  "  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  cchd- 
pact  of  onr  fathers,"  then  Yirginia,  as  I  nnderotand  her  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  resolutions  of  her  General  Assembly,  does  not 
claim  tiiem.  She  stands  upon  her  rights  according  to  that  oom- 
pact.  And  all  such  rights  Massachusetts  is  ready  to  accord  to 
her,  fairly  and  fully. 

By  the  spirit  of  the  compact  of  our  &therB  is  meant,  the 
Constitution  as  they  understood  it,  and  as  the  people  of  that  daj 
understood  it.  And  this  is  what  is  meant  by  the  ^^  landmaita 
of  the  fathers."  All  admit  that  the  Federal  Gk>vemment  should 
be  administered  now,  as  it  was  administered  by  its  firamflOL 
This  is  what  gentlemen  from  the  slave  States,  in  giving  utterance 
to  their  intense  devotion  to  the  Union,  say. 

Then,  what  is  the  Constitution,  as  understood  by  those  who 
framed  it  ?  What  does  it  mean  when  interpreted  by  the  li j^t  of 
the  policy  of  1787 1  and  what  is  the  spirit  of  the  compact  whid 
they  made  t  This  is  the  question  we  are  called  to  consider.  la 
my  remarks  I  do  not  mean  to  wander  from  it 

So  far  as  the  Constitution  touches  the  question  out  of  wliflb 
the  present  unhappy  controversy  has  arisen,  I  say  it  means  thk: 
That  slavery,  as  it  existed  or  might  exist  within  ^e  limits  of  tb 
original  States,  should  not  be  interfered  with  to  the  injury  of  the 
lawful  rights  of  slaveholders  under  State  authority ;  on  ibe  con- 
trary, that  it  should  have  the  right  of  recaption,  and  a  qualified 
protection ;  but  that  outside  of  those  limits,  otherwise  than  in  Ail 
right  of  recaption,  it  should  never  exist,  neither  in  the  territontf 
nor  in  the  new  States. 

And  let  me  say  here,  that  when  I  speak  of  the  original  Statfli^  ,, 
I  mean  the  territory  of  those  States  as  then  bounded.  Alabaxni 
and  Mississippi  belonged  to  Georgia,  Tennessee  belonged  to 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky  belonged  to  Virginia,  Yermont  bfr  . 
longed  to  New  York,  and  Maine  belonged  to  Massachusetts,  and 
were  parts  of  the  thirteen  original  States,  at  the  time  the  CoMti- 
tution  was  adopted.  When,  therefore,  I  speak  of  territoiy  oat- 
side  the  original  States,  I  do  not  refer  to  tOTitory  within  any  of 
the  States  named. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL :— I  trust  my  colleague  does  not  daim  to 
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gpeak  for  MassaclmsettB,  when  he  denies  the  right  of  any  State 
of  thiB  Union  to  establish  and  maintain  slavery  within  its  juris- 
diction, or  to  prohibit  it  altogether,  according  to  its  discretion. 
This  right  was  reserved  to  the  States ;  and  States  in  this  Union, 
whether  original  or  new,  stand  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality. 

Mr.  GOODEICH: — ^I  certainly  do  not  claim  to  speak  for 
Massachusetts,  though  I  believe  the  opinion  of  the  great  majority 
of  her  people  agrees  with  my  own  on  this  subject.  However, 
what  I  claim  is,  that  Ohio  and  the  other  States  of  the  northwestern 
territory  have  no  constitutional  power  to  legalize  slavery  within 
their  Umits ;  that  they  were  admitted  into  the  Union  without  any 
each  power,  and  that  every  other  new  State  formed  from  territo- 
ry outside  the  limits  of  the  original  States,  according  to  the 
"  spirit  of  the  compact  of  our  fathers,"  should  have  been  admitted 
without  that  power,  or  the  right  to  acquire  it.  This  I  will  now 
proceed  to  show. 

On  the  first  day  of  March,  1784,  the  northwest  territory,  con- 
stitntiDg  the  present  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Wisconsin,  was  ceded  by  Virginia  to  the  United  States. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  was  then  exclusive  and  par- 
amount, or  soon  became  so — such  other  States  as  had  claimed 
any  right  of  jurisdiction  having' ceded  it.  The  cession  of  Vir- 
ginia was  made  by  Thomas  Jeffebson,  Samuel  TTakdy,  Abthub 
Lee,  and  James  Monroe,  who  were  delegates  in  Congress  from 
that  State,  and  had  been  appointed  Commissioners  for  this  pur- 
pose. On  the  same  day  the  cession  was  made,  Mr.  Jeffebson, 
in  behalf  of  a  committee,  reported  a  plan  for  temporary  govern- 
ments in  the  United  States  territory  then  and  afterwards  to  be 
ceded,  and  for  forming  therein  permanent  governments. 

That  plan  provided,  "  that  so  much  of  the  territory  ceded,  or 
to  be  ceded,  by  individual  States  to  the  United  States,  shall  be 
divided  into  distinct  States."  It  is  obvious  that  this  plan  con- 
templated the  possession  of  territory  in  no  other  way  than  by 
oeflaion  from  the  States.  It  was  expected  that  Georgia  and  KortJi 
Oarolina  would  cede  their  western  lands,  now  the  States  of  Ala- 
bama^  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee,  as  they  did  some  years  later; 
and  Mr.  Jeptebson's  plan  was  intended  to  embrace  those  lands 
or  territories  to  be  ceded.    Consequently,  the  following  provis- 
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ions,  which  were  part  of  the  plan  reported,  were  intended  by  him 
to  apply  to  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee,  yiz. : 

'*  After  the  year  1800  of  the  Christian  era,  there  shall  be  neither  dsvwy 
nor  inyolnntarj  servitude  in  the  said  States,  otherwise  that  in  the  puiidi- 
ment  of  crimes." 

Here  the  States  were  evidently  those  to  be  formed  in  United 
States  territory.    And  farther  on  in  the  plan  it  is  stated, 

"  That  the  preceding  articles  shall  be  formed  into  a  charter  of  oompaeCi 
and  shall  stand  as  fondamental  Oonstitntions  between  the  thirteen  original 
States,  and  each  of  the  several  States  now  newlj  described,  unalterable  *  *^ 
but  bj  the  joint  consent  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  of 
the  particular  State  within  which  such  alteration  is  proposed  to  be  madeii" 

This  was  a  proposition  to  exclude  slavery  forever  after  1800^ 
not  only  from  the  territories  which  had  been,  and  might  after- 
wards be,  ceded,  bnt  from  the  States  to  be  formed  in  them,  and 
to  make  it  a  fundamental  Constitution  between  the  original 
States  and  each  new  State.  It  excited  a  short  discossion,  and 
was  postponed  from  time  to  time  to  the  19th  of  April,  when  Hl 
Speight,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  strike  it  out.  Themotioi 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Eeed,  of  South  Carolina.  The  vote  hj 
States,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out,  was : 

YsAB.— Maryland,  Virg^ia,  and  Sonth  Carolina — 8. 
Nats. — New  Hampshire,  Massachosetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticnt^  Kev 
York,  and  Pennsylvania — 6. 

This  was  under  the  Confederation  articles,  which  provided 
that  the  vote  on  all  questions  should  be  taken  by  States,  eacb 
State  casting  one  vote;  that  no  proposition  could  be  adopted 
without  the  vote  of  seven  States  in  favor  of  it,  and  that  the 
vote  of  no  State  could  be  counted  unless  two  members,  at  leaflt) 
were  present  As  there  were  but  six  States  in  favoi*  of  the  prop- 
osition to  prohibit  slavery  after  1800,  it  was  stricken  out. 

There  was  but  one  member  present  from  New  Jersey,  and  the 
vote  of  that  State  was  not  counted.  The  member  present  voted 
for  Mr.  Jeffeeson's  proposition.  Another  vote  from  that  Staft^ 
would  have  made  the  required  number,  and  carried  the  measufft 

In  North  Carolina,  Williamson  voted  for  prohibition,  aH^ 
Speight  against  it.  One  more  vote  from  that  State  would  hav« 
made  seven  States  for  the  proposition,  and  it  would  have  befiD 
carried. 
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Jeffebson  voted  for  his  own  proposition  to  prohibit ;  and  if 
one  of  the  other  two  members  present  from  Virginia  had  voted 
With  him,  that,  too,  would  have  made  the  required  number  of 
Beyen  States.  • 

The  vote  North  and  South,  by  members,  was  in  favor  of  pro- 
Iiibition  :  North,  14 ;  South,  2 — ^total,  16.  Against  prohibition, 
South,  7. 

The  majority  was  more  than  two-thirds ;  enough  to  cairy  it 
over  an  executive  veto  under  the  present  Constitution,  and  yet  it 
was  defeated.  And  this  vote  was  given  in  favor  of  absolute  and 
unconditional  prohibition,  and  that  alone,  without  the  right  of 
reclaiming  fugitive  slaves,  or  any  proposition,  or  any  expectation 
to  confer  it.  Under  the  Confederation,  no  such  right  existed, 
nor  was  it  agreed  to  till  more  than  three  years  afterwards,  and 
then  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  and  as  a  matter  of  compromise, 
as  I  will  presently  show. 

Such  was  the  action  of  the  American  Congress  in  1784 — a 
unanimous  vote  from  the  ITorth,  and  two  in  nine  from  the  South 
— ^in  favor  of  excluding  slavery  forever  after  1800,  in  all  new 
States  to  be  formed,  in  territory  ceded  or  to  be  ceded,  embrac- 
ing Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  in  the  ibxtreme  South. 
Nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  the  interdiction  was  to  apply 
to  all  such  States,  and  to  constitute  a  fundamental  Constitution 
between  them  and  the  original  States,  unalterable  without  the 
oonsent  of  Congress.  The  new  State  was  to  be  deprived  of  all 
power  to  admit  slavery.  This  proposition  was  made  and  voted 
fixr  by  Jefferson.  But  how  many  votes  would  such  a  proposi- 
tion receive  in  this  Convention  ?  Not  many,  I  fear,  even  from 
the  free  States.  My  friend  and  colleague,  though  strongly  anti- 
daveiy,  and  earnestly  devoted  to  freedom  in  the  Territories,  is 
afraid  I  shall  commit  Massachusetts  to  this  old  Jeifersonian  doc- 
trine of  no  slavery,  and  no  right  to  establish  it  in  the  new  States. 
From  this  time  till  July,  1787,  the  question  of  slavery  in  the 
Territories  and  new  Stat^  remained  open  and  unsettled.  In 
1785,  BuFus  EiNO  renewed  Mr.  Jeffeeson's  proposition  to  pro- 
hibit, and  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  by  the  vote  of  eight 
States ;  but  it  never  became  a  law,  a  few  from  the  South  always 
preventing  it. 

The  Federal  Convention  to  revise  the  old,  or  frame  a  new 
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CJonstitation,  afisembled  in  Philadelplua  on  the  seocmd  Monday 
of  May,  1787.  And  here  let  me  read  a  single  paragrapli  irom 
a  lecture  by  Mr.  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  delivered  in  Boston  in  1858. 
It  is  fls  follows : 

"  The  history  of  the  times  and  the  dehates  in  the  Conyentioii  wUoh 
^  firamod  the  Ck>n8titatioii,  show  that  the  whole  ralject  of  slavery  was  mndi 
considerod  by  them,  and  perplexed  them  in  the  extreme,  and  that  thoaa  pvo- 
visions  which  relate  to  it  were  earnestly  considered  by  the  State  GonventiDDi 
which  adopted  it.    Incipient  legislation  providing  for  emandpatiioa  had  al- 
ready been  adopted  by  some  of  the  States.    Massachusetts  had  declared  tliil 
davery  was  extinguished  by  her  Bill  of  Rights.    The  African  slave  trade  had 
already  been  legislated  against  in  many  of  the  States,  induding  Yiigiid% 
Maryland,  and  North  Carolina,  the  largest  slaveholding  States.      The  polilifi 
mind  was  nnquestionably  tending  toward  emancipation.     This  feeling  & 
played  itself  in  the  South  as  well  as  in  the  North.    Some  of  the  preMd 
slaveholding  States  thought  that  the  power  to  abolish,  not  only  the  AMm 
slave  trade,  but  slavery  in  the  States,  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Federal  Gor- 
emment ;  and  that  the  Constitution  did  not  take  this  shape,  was  made  OM 
of  the  most  prominent  objections  to  it  by  Luther  Martdt,  a  distingniilud 
member  of  the  Convention  from  Maryland ;  and  Mr.  Mason,  of  Yirginia,  urn 
not  far  behind  him  in  his  emancipation  principles.    Mr.  Madisov  sympaftii* 
ed  to  a  great  extent.    Anti-slavery  feelings  were  extensively  indulged  in  \lj 
many  members  of  the  Convention,  both  from  the  slaveholding  and  tbe  afli- 
fllaveholding  States." 

Mr.  Madison's  testimony  is  important  here.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  old  Congress  in  New  York,  until  the  assembling  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of 
that  body. 

The  History  of  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  by  Hon.  Edwabd 
Coles,  contains  the  following  statement,  as  made  to  him  by  Hir. 
Madison: 

*^  The  old  Congress  held  its  sessions,  in  1787,  in  New  York,  whOe  at  Ai 
same  time  the  Ck>nvention  which  framed  the  Constitation  of  the  United  Stitei 
held  its  sessions  in  Philadelphia.  Many  individuals  were  members  at  boA 
bodies,  and  thas  were  enabled  to  know  what  was  passing  in  each — ^boUi  ^ 
ting  with  closed  doors  and  in  secret  sessions.  The  distracting  questioiirf 
slavery  was  agitating  and  retarding  the  labors  of  both,  and  led  to  confereaeX 
of  intercommanications  of  the  members." 

I  quote  this  testimony  now,  to  show  that  Conferences  vew 
held  between  the  members  of  Congress  and  the  Federal  ConvcO" 
tion,  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  I  shall  quote  farther  from  it 
on  another  point,  after  turning  for  a  moment  to  the  proceediBg^ 
of  Congress. 
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On  the  9th  July,  1787,  the  Convention  having  been  in  eession 
sbont  two  months,  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the 
yfe&tem  Territory,  which  had  been  reported  in  a  new  draft  on 
the  26th  of  the  preceding  April,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
on  the  10th  May,  and  then  postponed,  was  referred  to  a  new 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Cabrington,  of  Virginia ;  Dane, 
of  Maasachnsetts;  E.  H.  Lee,  of  Virginia;  Kean,  of  North  Car- 
olina ;  and  Sioth,  of  New  York.  Two  days  afterwards,  July 
11th,  Mr.  Cassington  reported  what  has  since  been  known  as 
the  "  Ordinance  of  1787,"  with  the  exception  of  the  6th  article 
of  compact,  prohibiting  slavery.  When  it  came  up  the  next  day, 
the  12th,  for  a  second  reading,  Mr.  Dane  rose  and  stated  as 
follows : 

*'  In  the  oommittee,  as  over  before,  since  the  day  when  Jeffbbsoit  first 
introdaced  the  proposal  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the  territory,  it  was  found  im- 
poaable  to  come  to  any  arrangement ;  that  the  committee  desired  to  report 
only  80  far  as  they  were  ananimons ;  that  they,  therefore,  had  omitted  alto- 
gether the  subject  of  slavery ;  but  that  it  was  understood ^at  any  member 
of  the  committee  might,  consistently  with  his  having  concurred  in  the  report, 
move  in  the  house  to  amend  it  in  the  particular  of  slavery.  He  therefore 
moved  as  an  amendment,  to  add  a  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  following 
wordfl: 

"  That  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said 
territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
•hall  have  been  duly  convicted." 

And  as  a  compromise,  Mr.  Davis  proposed  to  add  the  follow- 
ing proviso : 

*' Provided  always,  that  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom 
labor-service  is  lawfully  clidmed  in  any  one  of  the  original  States,  such  fugi- 
tive may  be  lawfully  retdned  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her 
labor  or  service  as  aforesaid.'* 

This  was  at  once  nnanimonsly  accepted  by  the  slave  States. 
The  next  day,  the  13th,  the  ordinance  was  passed,  every  slave 
State  present,  viz. :  Delaware,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and  every  member  from  those  States 
voting  for  it.  The  same  prohibition — ^which  a  large  majority 
of  the  South  had  resisted  when  presented  alone — was  now,  when 
accompanied  with  the  proviso,  imanimously  agreed  to. 

Here  was  a  sudden  change.  But  the  proviso  giving  the  right 
of  reclamation  in  the  said  territory,  only  partially  explains  it 
For  a  full  explanation  we  must  turn  again  to  the  Convention. 
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And  the  first  thing  js  a  ftirther  extract  from  Mr.  Masibgv,  re- 
specting a  letter,  before  quoted,  as  follows : 

*'The  distracting  qnestion  of  slavery  was  agitating  and  retarding  tiie 
labors  of  both  bodies — Congress  and  the  Convention ;  and  led  to  conferaioM 
and  intercommTinications  of  the  members,  which  resulted  in  a  CompromiM^ 
by  which  the  Northern,  or  anti-slavery  portion  of  the  coontry,  agreed  to  iifc-> 
corporate  into  the  ordinance  and  Constitution,  the  provision  to  restore  fiogi- 
tive  slaves;  and  this  mutnal  and  concurrent  action  was  the  cause  of  th^ 
similarity  of  the  provisions  contained  in  both,  and  had  its  influence  in  creating 
the  great  unanimity  by  which  the  ordinance  passed,  and  also  in  making  the 
Constitution  the  more  acceptable  to  the  slaveholders.'' 

Mr.  Madison,  also,  in  the  Yirginia  Convention,  urged  the 
ratification  of  the  Constitution  for  the  following  among  other 
reasons,  viz. : 

"  At  present,  if  any  slave  escape  to  any  of  those  States  where  slavea  an 
free,  ho  becomes  emancipated  by  their  laws ;  for  the  laws  of  the  States  are  uh 
charitable  to  one  another  in  this  respect.  This  clause  was  expressly  inserted 
to  enable  owners  of  slaves  to  retain  them.  This  is  a  better  security  than  $Bf 
that  now  exists.'* 

General  Pinckney,  one  of  the  delegates  in  the  Federal  Coh 
vention,  from  South  Carolina,  in  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives  of  that  State  on  the  Constitution,  said : 

*'  We  have  obtained  a  right  to  remove  our  slaves  in  whatever  part  of 
America  they  may  take  refuge,  which  is  a  right  we  had  not  before.  In 
short,  considering  all  the  circumstances,  we  have  made  the  best  termi  we 
could,  and  on  the  whole  I  do  not  think  them  bad." 

In  the  speech  made  by  Mr.  "Websteb  on  the  7th  of  Maich, 
1850,  he  remarked  that : 

"  So  far  as  we  can  now  learn,  there  was  a  perfect  concurrence  of  ojnnion 
between  those  respective  bodies— the  Congress  and  the  Constitution— «nd  it 
resulted  in  this  ordinance  of  1787." 

When  Mr.  "Webster  had  closed  his  speech,  Mr.  CALHomr 
arose,  and  among  other  things,  said: 

"  Ho,  Mr.  "Webster,  states  very  correctly  that  the  ordinance  commenoed 
under  the  old  confederation;  that  Congress  was  sitting  in  New  York  at  the 
time,  while  the  Convention  sat  in  Philadelphia ;  and  that  there  was  conoert 
of  action.  *  *  *  When  the  ordinance  was  passed,  as  I  have  good  reason 
to  believe,  it  was  upon  a  principle  of  compromise ;  first,  that  this  ordinanee 
should  contain  a  provision  similar  to  the  one  put  in  the  Constitution,  with 
respect  to  fugitive  slaves ;  and  next,  that  it  should  be  ii^serted  in  the  Oonati- 
tution ;  and  this  was  the  compromise  upon  which  the  prohibition  was  insert- 
ed in  the  ordinance  of  1787." 
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This  agrees  with  Mr.  Madison.  The  idea  he  conveys  could 
scarcely  have  been  more  identical  with  Mr.  Madison  if  he  had 
used  Madison's  words.  When  the  Southern  members  of  Gon- 
g^resB  Yoted  unanimously  for  the  6th  Article,  or  anti-slavery  clause 
in  the  ordinance,  with  the  proviso  in  respect  to  slaves  escaping 
izito  the  Territory,  it  was  with  the  understanding  that  the  Con- 
v^ention  would  insert  a  similar  provision  in  the  Constitution  re- 
Bpocting  slaves  escaping  from  one  State  to  another ;  and  this — its 
uiaertion  in  both — was  the  compromise  upon  which  the  prohibi- 
tion was  inserted  in  the  ordinance.  Such  is  the  concurrent  testi- 
ikiony  of  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Calhoun. 

We  will  now  turn  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  see  whether 

it  applies,  as  the  one  proposed  by  Mr.  Jeffeeson  in  1784  did, 

to  the  new  States  as  well  as  to  the  Territories,  and  is  tlie  basis  of 

fittte  as  well  as  Territorial  Governments,  and  was  so  intended. 

It  declares  as  follows : 

Tor  extending  the  fondamental  principles  of  civil  and  religions  liberty, 

Vliich  form  the  basis  whereon  these  republics,  their  laws  and  constitutions, 

are  erected ;  to  fix  and  establish  these  principles  as  the  basis  of  all  laws, 

eoostitations,  and  governments,  which  forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in 

the  Bftid  Territory;  to  provide  aJso  for  the  establishment  of  States  and  porma* 

lUDt  governments  therein,  and  for  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal 

ooandb,  on  on  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as  early  periods  as 

maj  be  consistent  with  the  general  interest. 

**It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid :  That  the 
ibllowing  articles  shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact  between  the 
originBl  States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory,  and  forever 
naDOflin  unalterable,  unless  by  the  common  consent." 

Then  follows  six  articles  of  compact.  Part  of  the  fifth  and 
the  sixth  are  in  these  words : 

**  Abt.  6.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Whenever  any  of  the  said  States  shall  have  sixty  thou- 
■nd  free  inhabitants  therein,  such  State  shall  be  admitted,  by  its  delegates, 
into  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
fitefcea,  in  all  respects  whatever ;  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  agpermanent 
Oonstitatioa  and  State  Government;  provided  the  Constitutional  Govom- 
mmdf  BO  to  be  formed,  shall  be  republican  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles 
eontdned  in  these  articles.^' 

**  AsT.  6.  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the 
Mdd  Territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
flhall  lunre  been  duly  convicted ;  PrcMedy  ahoaya,  That  any  person  escaping 
into  the  stme  from  whom  labor  or  senrioe  is  lawfully  dmmed  in  any  one  of 
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the  original  States,  sndi  fugitive  maj  be  lawfbllj  reclaimed,  and  oonTeyedto 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid." 

Snch  is  so  much  of  the  ordinance  as  bears  directly  upon  the 
point  I  am  discussing.  And  the  Convention,  as  if  for  the  very 
purpose  of  giving  the  unequivocal  sanction  of  the  Constitutkin 
and  of  the  country  to  this  compromise,  and  of  establishing  it  as 
the  permanent  policy  of  the  Government,  expressly  provided  Alt 
the  ^^  engagements  entered  into  before  the  adoption  of  this  Oon- 
Btitution  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  Qm 
Constitution,  as  under  the  Confederation." 

This  ordinance,  then,  which  was  an  unalterable  oompte^ 
prohibiting  slavery,  and  fixing  and  establishing  freedom  as  the 
basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  governments  in  the  Territoiy 
forever  —  State  Constitutions  and  Governments  of  course  in- 
cluded —  was  made  valid  by  the  Constitution  itself.  And  <m 
this  point  1  refer  to  the  highest  Southern  authority,  the  lite 
Judge  Berbien,  who  was  thoroughly  pro-slavery  in  his  view^ 
and  should  certainly  be  ranked  among  the  ablest  lawyers  and 
statesmen  Georgia  has  ever  produced,  who  spoke  to  this  preciBe 
point  during  the  compromise  discussion  in  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate in  1850,  as  follows : 

^^  Validity  was  given  to  their  act  bj  the  clause  in  the  Constitatioii,  jftiA 
declares  that  contracts  and  engagements  entered  into  by  the  Goyenunent  of 
the  Confederation,  should  be  obligatory  upon  tlie  Government  of  the  Uidtfid 
States  established  by  the  Constitution.^' 

It  is  tlie  "  act "  of  Congress  in  passing  the  ordinance  referred 
to  here.  This  being  so,  it  was  the  same  in  eflfect  as  though  the 
ordinance  had  been  written  word  for  word  in  the  Constitution  ifc^ 
self.  A  contract  can  be  made  valid,  only  by  making  it  binding 
and  obligatory  upon  the  parties  to  it,  according  to  its  terms  and 
meaning.  To  make  an  unalterable  compact  valid  is  to  make  it 
perpetually  binding. 

Ha^ng  shown  that  the  articles  of  compact  in  the  ordinance 
were  unalterable ;  that  validity  was  given  to  them  by  the  Con- 
stitution itself;  that  in  express  terms  they  applied  to  States  as 
well  as  to  Territories,  and  must,  therefore,  being  made  valid  by 
the  Constitution,  necessarily  have  been  understood  and  intended 
by  Congress  and  the  Convention  to  prohibit  slavery  as  effectually 
in  one  as  the  other,  I  will  now  show  very  briefly  that  they  were 
also  so  understood  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
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Mr.  Wilson,  of  PennBylvania,  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Federal  (Convention,  and  also  of  the  State  Convention  for  ratify- 
ing the  Constitution,  remarked  in  the  latter  as  follows : 

**  I  consider  this  clause  as  laying  the  foundation  for  banishing  slavery  ont 
of  the  land.  *  *  *  The  new  States  which  lu-e  to  be  formed  will  be  under  the 
oontrol  of  Congress  in  this  particular,  and  slavery  will  never  be  introduced 
•mong  them.'' 

Mr.  Wilson  speaks  of  the  elanse  authorizing  the  prohibition 
of  the  African  slave  trade. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Convention  to  adopt  the  Constitution, 
Gfen.  Heath  said : 

**  Slavery  cannot  be  extended.  By  their  ordinance  Congress  has  declared 
that  the  new  States  shall  be  republican  States,  and  have  no  slavery." 

Colonel  Bland,  a  member  of  the  Convention  from  Virginia, 
laid  he  "  wished  slavery  had  never  been  introduced  into  Amer- 
ica," and  that  ^^  he  was  willing  to  join  in  any  measure  that 
would  prevent  its  extending  farther."  To  allow  it  in  new  States 
would  not  prevent  its  extending  farther,  and  therefore  it  was 
prohibited  in  such  States. 

Doctor  Eamsay,  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  South  Caro- 
Jina,  in  his  £[istory  of  the  United  States,  says : 

^  Under  these  liberal  principles,  Congress,  in  organizing  colonies,  bound 
themaelves  to  impart  to  their  inhabitants  all  the  privileges  of  coequal  States. 
•  ♦  ♦  These  privileges  are  not  confined  to  any  particular  country  or  com- 
plexion. They  ore  communicable  to  the  emancipated  slave,  for  in  the  new 
State  of  Ohio,  slavery  is  altogether  prohibited." 

This  compact,  then,  applies  to  State  as  well  as  Territorial 
gOYemments,  and  was  so  understood  in  all  sections  of  the 
oonntry — ^northern,  central,  and  southern — ^when  the  Constitution 
was  ratified. 

Let  me  now  call  attention  to  the  very  significant  proviso  to 
the  sixth  article.  What  does  the  word  original  mean,  and  what 
does  the  whole  article  mean  with  that  word  in  the  proviso  ? 

'*  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said 
Territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  &c. ;  Provided^  always^ 
That  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is 
lawfbDy  claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  States,  such  fugitive  may  be 
lawfblly  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  chdming  his  or  her  labor  or 
aernce  as  aforesaid.'' 
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This  means  that  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  inyolui^- 
taiy  servitude,  except  for  the  puipose  of  reclaiming  such  fugi- 
tives— and  I  admit  that  slaves  were  intended — as  are  lawfrilly 
claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  States.    The  very  fSact  of  the 
proviso  implies  that  Congress  understood  that  the  right  of  rec- 
lamation could  not  exist,  unless  it  was  excepted. 

And  of  course  it  could  only  exist  for  the  purpose  exceptei 
The  intention  was  to  grant  the  right  to  the  original  States,  but 
to  limit  it  to  them.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  a  measure  ftt 
framing  the  proviso  as  it  is,  if  that  had  not  been  the  intention. 
As  the  ordinance  itself  made  provision  for  the  formation  of  new 
States,  such  States  must  have  been  in  the  minds  of  memben 
when  acting  upon  it.  If  the  object  had  been  to  authorize  the 
reclamation  of  slaves  escaping  to  this  territory  from  other  States 
than  original  States,  it  is  certain  the  word  "  original  ^  would 
have  been  omitted.  It  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of  limiting 
the  right. 

Now  observe  that  this  article,  proviso  and  all,  is  part  of  an 
unalterable  compact  to  which  the  Constitution  has  given  validity. 
Nobody  pretends  Congress  has  ever  had  the  power  to  alter  it 
Mr.  Toombs  denies  any  such  power  in  express  terms.  A  law 
which  Congress  cannot  alter  has  substantially  the  force  and  effect 
of  a  constitutional  proviso.  This,  then,  is  the  only  law  for  the 
reclamation  of  fugitive  slaves  in  the  five  States  of  the  north- 
west territory ;  and  there  can  be  no  other,  the  Constitution  having 
made  it  perpetually  valid. 

Such  obviously  is  the  meanmg  and  legal  effect  of  the  fugitive 
slave  provision  in  the  ordinance.  And  the  meaning  of  that, 
derived  as  it  is  not  merely  from  tlie  consent  of  the  Federal  and 
State  conventions,  but  from  their  concurrent  action,  necessarily 
fixes  the  meaning  of  the  provision  on  the  same  subject  in  the 
Constitution,  and  shows  how  it  must  have  been  understood.  i» 
the  two  were  parts  of  the  same  compromise,  of  course  neither 
was  understood  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  other.  The  provisioa 
in  the  Constitution  is  in  these  words : 


^ 


\ 


"No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws  ihen(A       * 
escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  thereU^ 
bo  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  dtt^^ 
of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  bo  due." 
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So  far  as  this  describes,  or  was  understood  to  describe,  persons 
elcl  to  service  or  labor  as  slaves,  it  necessarily  must  also  have 
aexi  understood  to  apply  only  to  the  original  States.     This 
>llows  from  what  has  already  been  shown.    And  it  must  have 
een  so  understood  for  another  reason,  because  it  was  only  " in" 
aid  ^  under  "  the  laws  of  those  States  that  persons  could  be  held 
K>  service  or  labor  as  slaves.    Under  the  laws  of  the  Territories 
iod  new  States,  their  being  so  held  was  forever  prohibited. 
Hence,  none  but  those  escaped  from  one  of  the  original  States 
«oiild  ever  be  legally  liable  to  reclamation,  according  to  the 
vndentanding  and  intention  of  the  original  parties  to  this  com- 
pact   This  manifestly  was  the  meaning  of  "  the  fathers,"  when 
the  ordinance  and  Constitution  were  framed  and  ratified. 

The  two  provisions  must  be  construed  together.  That  in  the 
crdinance  was  intended  for  the  Territories  and  new  States,  and 
dttt  in  the  Constitution  for  the  original  States.  If  that  in  the 
Constitution  had  been  intended  for  the  Territories,  it  would  have 
Wid,**  escaping  into  another  State  or  into  the  Territory,"  and 
flat  in  the  ordinance  would  have  been  entirely  omitted.  The 
proviso  to  the  prohibition  in  the  Missouri  Compromise  in  1820  is 
» striking  confirmation  of  this.  That  was  copied,  word  for  word, 
ftom  the  ordinance  of  1787,  or  original  compromise,  except  sub- 
rtituting  for  the  words  "in  any  one  of  the  States,"  the  words  "in 
tty  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,"  as  follows : 

^  Provided^  always^  That  any  person  escaping  into  the  same, 
fiom  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  one  of  the 
original  States,  such  frigitive,"  &c.  And  in  the  compromise 
tfl820: 

^  Provided^  ahoaya^  That  any  person  escaping  into  the  same 
from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  State  or 
ftnitory  of  the  United  States,  such  fdgitive,"  &c. 

Why  say  "  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States," 
itttead  of  "in  any  one  of  the  original  States,"  as  in  the  ordinance 
rf  1787,  unless  the  Congress  of  1820  understood  the  latter  to 
Bniit  the  right  of  recovering  fugitive  slaves  to  the  original  States, 
i&d  meant  by  the  Missouri  bill  to  extend  it  to  all  the  States  and 
Territories?  They  did  extend  it,  but  in  palpable  violation  of 
^  ** spirit  of  the  compact  of  the  fethers,"  and  of  the  "policy 
of  1787." 
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Originally  the  Southern  States  committed  themeelYeB  to  the 
policy  of  slavery  restriction,  by  a  compact  in  the  nature  of  a 
contract  for  a  consideration.  By  their  own  votes,  they  re- 
linquished all  pretence  of  right  to  any  slaves  beyond  the  jinw- 
diction  of  the  original  States.  Slaveholders,  as  such,  voluntazOy 
shut  themselves  out  of  the  new  States,  in  consideration  of  the 
right  of  recovering  their  fugitive  slaves  in  whatever  part  of 
America  they  might  take  refuge.  The  object,  as  I  have  clearly 
shown,  was  to  secure  to  slavery  in  the  original  States  the  i^iht 
of  recovering  fugitives,  whether  their  escape  should  be  from  one 
of  those  States  to  another,  or  to  the  Territories  and  new  States; 
but  to  make  that  the  limit,  both  of  the  right  of  recovery  on  one 
side,  and  of  the  obhgation  to  permit  or  allow  it,  on  the  other. 

It  follows,  then : 

First :  That  as  between  the  new  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana^ 
Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  no  right  of  reclamation  eriBla^ 
or  can  exist,  there  being  no  power  in  Congress,  as  the  South 
admit,  to  alter  the  compact  in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  whidi 
denies  this  right. 

Second:  That  no  person,  escaping  from  those  States  into  any 
other  State  or  Territory,  can  be  reclaimed  as  a  fiigitive  alaTe^ 
because  no  person  can  be  held  as  a  slave  under  their  laws. 

Third:  That  no  slave  escaping  from  the  slave  States  of  IGb- 
souri,  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  or  Florida,  into  Ohio,  IhdiaD% 
Illinois,  Michigan,  or  Missouri,  can  be  lawfully  reclaimed  as  a 
frigitive  slave,  because  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  and 
Florida  are  not  original  States. 

FovHh :  K  slaves  escape  from  any  State  or  Territoiy  oflwr 
than  the  original  States,  into  the  States  of  the  northwesten 
territory,  no  lawful  power  can  touch  them.  The  moment  thfij 
reach  those  States  they  become  free,  because  labor  or  flervioe 
cannot  lawfully  be  claimed  of  them  in  an  original  State, 

Fifth:  After  the  Missouri  Compromise  of  1820,  slaves  eecap- 
ing  from  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  for  example  to  Kansas,  Kft* 
braska,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota,  could  be  reclaimed,  but  escaping  to 
Illinois,  "Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  they  could  not 
be.  And  the  Congress  of  1820  so  understood  it.  The  particnltf 
in  which  the  Missouri  proviso  was  altered  in  copying  from  th® 
ordinance  of  1787,  is  proof  enough  of  this. 


TtTafABTTfl    OF    MB.   GOODBIOH.  231 

DBnt  did  the  firamers  of  the  Govermnent  intend  to  distingniah 
Q  tlus  manner  between  new  and  original  slave  States  ?  Cer- 
ainly  not ;  and  the  reason  is,  they  did  not  mean  to  have  any  new 
lar^e  States.  Otherwise  they  certainly  did  mean  to  make  this 
Sstinction,  for  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  Louisiana  and 
HisBonri  cannot  go  to  Ohio  to  recover  fugitive  slaves  within  the 
inegLning  of  this  "  compact  of  the  fathers ; "  while  Georgia  can. 
Manifestly  we  have  departed  from  the  system  devised  by  the 
fttiherB  in  allowing  Missouri,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Florida  to  be  admitted  with  slavery,  which  explains,  and  noth- 
fkig  else  can,  this  anomalous  condition  of  things. 

There  can  be  no  escape  from  these  conclusions,  but  to  deny 
ihat  the  ordinance  has  ever  had  any  validity  imder  the  Consti- 
totion;  which  would  be  scarcely  less  than  to  deny  that  the  Con- 
Btitution  itself  had  ever  been  a  valid  instrument.  Having  the 
like  unequivocal  sanction  of  national  authority,  and  expressing 
•Hke  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Toombs,  "  the  collective  will  of  the 
whole,"  they  must  stand  or  fall  together. 

Originally  the  territory  was  not  divided  by  the  line  of  36° 
80',  or  by  any  other  line  giving  part  to  freedom  and  part  to 
slavery.  It  was  all  secured,  and  by  consent  of  the  South,  to 
faedom.  There  is  nothing,  therefore,  in  the  original  compromise, 
to  juBtify  the  remark  of  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Courier  in  a 
wcent  number  of  that  paper,  that  "below  the  line  of  36''  30', 
tie  South  have  the  right  of  prescription."  Freedom  has  an 
older  prescriptive  right  to  all  the  Territories.  The  line  estab- 
&hed  by  the  compromise,  between  slavery  permitted  and  slavery 
Jtohibited,  was  the  boundary  line  between  the  then  existing 
States  and  the  Territory  of  the  United  States ;  or  the  line  between 
wdnftive  national  jurisdiction  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States. 
It  ia  an  erroneous  assumption,  therefore,  that  the  fi'ee  States,  by 
fte  introduction  of  slavery  south  of  36®  30',  as  well  as  north  of 
St^  would  receive  more  than  a  fair  share  or  moiety  of  rights  and 
jrivfl^es,  as  between  States  or  parties  entitled  to  equal  privileges. 
B*  idea  that  the  extension  of  slavery  under  the  Federal  Gt)v- 
J*Dment  can  be  claimed  by  anybody  south  or  north  as  a  right, 
*  wholly  inadmissible.  The  C(mrier  will  hold  the  following 
^fidarations  from  Mr.  Webster  to  be  good  authority,  if  others 
4)  not: 


282  HTOffAmffl    OF    HB.   OOODSIOS. 

"  Wliereyer  there  is  a  foot  of  land  to  be  staid  back  from  beooming  da^a 
territory,  I  am  ready  to  assert  the  principle  of  ezdading  davery.**  "  We  ara 
to  use  tibe  first  and  last,  and  every  occasion  which  offers,  to  oppose  the  eztn- 
non  of  slave  power." 

"  I  have  to  say,  that  while  I  hold  with  as  mach  integrity,  I  tnut,  and 
faithfulness,  as  any  citizen  of  this  country,  to  all  the  original  amendments 
and  compromises  in  which  the  Constitation  under  which  we  now  live  was 
adopted,  I  never  could,  and  never  can  persuade  myself  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
admission  of  other  States  into  this  Union  as  slave  States  with  the  ineqnalitifli 
which  were  allowed  and  accorded  to  the  slaveholding  States  then  in  enit- 
ence  by  the  Constitution.  I  do  not  think  that  the  free  States  ever  expected 
or  could  expect,  that  they  would  be  colled  upon  to  admit  Airther  slave  Stat6B» 
*  *  *  I  think  they  have  the  clearest  right  to  require  that  the  State  oom- 
ing  into  the  Union,  shall  come  in  upon  on  equality ;  and  if  the  ezistenoe  of 
slavery  be  an  impediment  to  coming  in  on  an  equality,  then  the  State  pro- 
posing to  come  in  should  be  required  to  remove  that  inequality  by  aboliihiiig 
slavery  or  take  the  alternative  of  being  excluded.  I  put  my  oppoation  on 
the  political  ground  that  it  deranges  the  balance  of  the  Oonstitution.'* 

Wherever  there  is  a  foot  of  land  to  be  staid  back  from  daTeiyl 
Every  occasion  to  be  used  to  oppose  the  extension  of  the  dave 
power!  New  States  to  abolish  the  inequality  of  slavery,  or  be 
excluded!  I  suppose  Northern  conservatives  of  the  clasB  rft* 
ferred  to  have  endorsed  those  doctrines  and  declarations  of 
Mr.  Websteb  a  thousand  times,  as  sound,  national,  conservative^ 
and  constitutional.  But  no  Eepublican,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  ever 
proposed  to  go  an  inch  beyond  the  line  of  policy  they  indicated. 
The  Chicago,  or  Republican  Platform,  certainly  does  not.  And 
yet  that  same  line  of  policy,  when  advocated  by  Republicanfl,!! 
denounced  as  unsound,  sectional,  radical,  and  unconstituticmaL 

We  have  a  great  deal  said  about  the  equality  of  the  States ;  of 
the  new  with  the  original  States.  This  is  said  to  be  a  fimdar 
mental  doctrine  of  the  Constitution. 

It  is  claimed  that  citizens  of  the  slaveholding  States  have  an 
equal  right  in  the  Territories  with  the  citizens  of  the  non-slaTe- 
holding  States ;  and  I  admit  tliey  have.    But  it  is  also  claimed 
that  they  have  the  same  right  to  the  protection  of  property  to 
slaves  as  property  in  cotton.    This  I  deny.    There  is  no  such 
doctrine  of  State  equality  in  the  Constitution,  nor  was  any  thtoft 
like  it  contemplated  by  its  framers.    On  the  contrary,  the  Conat* 
tution  denied  this  doctrine  by  clear  implication,  certainly  for  tk^® 
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first  twenty  rears.  It  withheld  from  Congress  the  power  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  -  existing  "  States  till 
180S,  while  their  importation  into  the  Territ.jHes  and  new  States 
might  be  prohibited  at  once.  Ohio  was  a«imitte«i  in  l^^'2.  Con- 
gress had  power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  that 
State  from  that  time*  and  did  do  it  in  edeet  bv  the  very  terms 
and  conditions  of  her  admission,  which  rei|aiied  that  her  Consti- 
tution and  Government  should  not  be  repugnant  to  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  13th  of  Jnly,  17S7,  which  interdicted  slavery.  But 
Congress  had  no  power  to  prohibit  the  impi^rtation  of  slaves  into 
Georgia  till  after  150S.  Georgia  and  Ohio,  therefore,  in  this 
zespect,  were  not  political  equals  fr^m  1S02  to  IS^JS. 

'Sot  have  the  States  been  all  political  epals  in  the  sense 
claimed,  since  ISOS.  It  will  surprise  many  to  be  told  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  about  State  equality,  and  especially 
nothing  that  affirms  the  equality  of  the  new  with  the  original 
States,  even  after  130S.  And  yet  this  is  true.  The  only  pas- 
sages which  refer  to  the  new  States,  except  impliedly  in  the  im- 
portation clause,  are  these :  **Xew  States  may  h>e  admitted  by 
Congress  into  the  Union  ;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or 
erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State/'  There  is 
nothing,  certainly,  in  this  language  to  show  that  the  new  States 
were  to  be  admitted  on  an  equality,  or  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States. 

And  yet  provision  was  made,  when  the  Constitution  was 
framed,  for  the  admission  of  all  the  new  States  to  be  formed  in 
United  States  Territory  then  possessed,  *'  on  an  equal  footing 
nith  the  original  States.*'    But  it  was  a  footing  of  equality 
vhich  was  in  nowise  inconsistent  with  an  abs<jlute  denial  of 
fhe  right  to  establish  the  inequality  of  slavery.     And  this  is 
poved  by  the  only  compact  in  the  English  language  contempo- 
nneous  with  the  Constitution  which  touches  the  subject,  name- 
ly, that  part  of  the  fil\h  article  of  compact  in  the  ordinance  of 
1787  which  I  have  already  quoted.     There  can  be  no  shadow 
of  daim  that  any  thing  else  secured,  or  pretended  to  secure,  the 
rig^t  of  new  States  to  admission  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
fi>otiiig  with  the  original  States.    That,  I  admit,  did.    It  is,  to 
repeat  it,  in  these  words : 

**  Whenever  anj  of  said  States  shall  have  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants 
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therein,  rach  State  shall  be  admitted,  hy  its  delegates,  into  the  Gongren  of 
the  United  States,  on  an  eqnal  footing  with  the  oii^nij  States  in  all  reapeoti 
whatever,  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  Conslitation  and  State 
Government;  provided  the  Constitation  and  Gk)vemment  so  to  be  fbnned| 
shall  be  republican  in  conformity  to  the  principles  of  these  artides,"  the  Mfa, 
which  prohibited  slavery,  indaded. 

And  this  is  all  there  is,  contemporaneous  with  the  Constitii- 
tion,  on  the  snbject  of  the  equality  of  the  States.  The  very  in- 
stroment,  then,  which  secured  the  admission  of  new  States,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  itself  provided  that 
they  were  never  to  tolerate  slavery. 

The  new  States,  then,  neither  were  to  have,  nor  have  they, 
any  political  equality  which  the  prohibition  violates,  as  Southern 
gentlemen  contend.  Certainly  those  formed  and  admitted  un- 
der the  plan  of  Government  devised  by  the  fathers,  have  not 
In  this  sense  they  are  not  political  equals.  The  original  States 
were,  from  the*  beginning,  and  have  ever  been,  political  equab 
in  this  and  every  sense.  Not,  however,  because  l^e  Constitution 
says  they  are,  for  it  says  nothing  on  the  subject ;  but  becaiue 
they  were  independent  sovereignties,  and  as  such,  made  a  com- 
pact which  imited  them  under  one  Federal  Government,  with 
discriminating  restrictions  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  upon 
any  other  subject.  But  the  fact  that  the  evil  and  inequality  of 
slavery  existed  in  the  original  States,  and  was  tolerated  from 
necessity,  was  no  reason  why  it  should  be  allowed  in  the  Terri- 
tories and  new  States,  where  it  did  not  and  need  never  exist 
So  the  power  of  the  Territories  and  new  States  was  sufficiently 
restricted  to  secure  equality  in  personal  rights  and  freedom  to 
all  the  '^  inhabitants."  Of  course  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the 
mere  fact  that  one  or  more  States  had  established,  and  had  power 
to  perpetuate  slavery,  secured  to  new  States  the  right  to  estab- 
lish and  perpetuate  the  same  enormity,  as  a  necessary  result  of 
State  equality.  That  would  make  the  right  or  power  of  one 
State,  resulting  from  State  equality,  necessarily  coextensive' 
witli  tolerated  evil  in  another.  Manifestly  "  the  fathers "  had--< 
no  such  idea  as  this.  Theirs  was  the  common  sense  and  rationaH 
idea  that  a  moral  and  political  evil  which  existed  in  the  ol(M 
States,  and  could  not  be  removed,  need  not  for  that  reason  b^ 
tolerated  in  new  States. 

The  Constitution  guarantees  to  each  State  a  republican  for 
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of  Gk>yeniment  merely;  but  the  ordinance  of  1787  provides  that 
the  "  Constitution  and  Government  of  each  new  State  shall  be 
zepnblican."  Why  this  difference?  In  the  original  States 
slavery  existed,  or  in  most  of  them;  and  so  far  they  were  anti- 
republican  in  fact  and  practice,  though  republican  in  form.  The 
finamers  of  the  Constitution,  having  no  power  to  abolish  this  anti- 
zepnblican  institution  of  slavery  in  those  States,  did  nothing 
more  than  guarantee  them  Governments  republican  in  form. 
But  having  the  power  to  exclude  it  from  the  new  States,  they 
did  exclude  it,  and  provided  that  their  constitutions  and  govern- 
ments should  be  republican.  That  this  was  the  reason  for  the 
difference  may  be  inferred  from  the  remark  of  Lutheb  Mabtest, 
a  distinguished  member  of  the  Federal  Convention,  that  ^'  sla- 
▼Biy  is  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  republicanism,"  and  of 
General  Heath  in  the  Massachusetts  Convention,  that  ^^  Congress 
has  declared  that  the  new  States  shall  be  republican  and  have  no 
davery."  No  other  reason  can  be  given.  Thus  republicanism 
in  fact,  and  not  in  form  merely,  was  made  a  condition  of  admit- 
ting new  States.  This  is  pwi;  of  the  unalterable  compact  to 
whieli  validity  was  given  by  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution, 
iharefore,  while  it  guarantees  a  republican  form  of  government, 
does  in  fact,  by  giving  validity  to  the  ordinance,  guarantee  re- 
publican governments  to  the  new  States.  This  is  another  very 
ngnificant  fact  harmonizing  perfectly  with  all  the  other  facts  in 
the  original  plan  for  extending  the  Union  by  admitting  States 
flom  Territories. 

The  States  are  all  equals,  or  not,  according  to  the  terms  of 
their  admission.  The  original  States  became  membei*s  of  the 
Union  upon  the  single  condition  of  ratifying  the  Constitution, 
irhich  left  them  at  liberty  to  tolerate  slavery  or  not.  But  the 
States  formed  in  the  only  Tendtory  which  belonged  to  the 
United  States  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  framed,  were 
tdmitted  on  condition  that  slavery  should  be  perpetually  inter- 
dicted within  their  limits,  and  as  parties  to  an  unalterable  com- 
pact to  that  effect. 

Slavery  was  regarded.  South  as  well  as  North,  when  the 
CSonstitution  was  adopted,  as  a  moral  and  political  evil.  This 
hnd  been  the  general  sentiment  of  the  country  many  years  be- 
fo^  and  continued  to  be  long  after  that  period.    The  represent- 
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atives  of  the  extensiye  district  of  Darien  in  Geoigia,  on  the  ISfh 
of  January,  1775,  spoke  of  slavery  as  "founded  in  injnstioe  and 
cruelty,  and  highly  dangerous  to  our  liberties."  Jeffebsoh  pro- 
nounced it  "an  injustice  and  enormity."  The  present  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Taney,  who  acted  many  yean 
ago  as  counsel  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gbubeb,  who  was  indicted  in  the 
State  of  Maryland  for  preaching  a  sermon  on  the  evils  of  elaveiy, 
spoke  as  follows  in  his  defence : 

"  Mr.  Gbuber  did  qaote  the  language  of  our  great  act  of  National  Inde- 
pendence, and  insisted  on  the  principles  contained  in  that  venerated  inBtrii-* 
ment  He  did  rebuke  those  masters  who,  in  the  exercise  of  power,  aredflif 
to  the  call  of  humanity,  and  he  warned  them  of  the  evils  they  might  bring 
upon  themselves.  He  did  speak  in  abhorrence  of  those  who  live  by  traffimg 
in  human  flesh,  and  enrich  themselves  by  tearing  the  husband  from  the  wift^ 
the  infant  from  the  bosom  of  the  mother,  and  this  was  the  head  and  frrat 
of  his  offending.  So  far  is  he  from  being  the  object  of  punishment  in  my 
form  of  proceeding,  tliat  wo  are  prepared  to  maintain  the  same  prindpli^ 
and  to  use,  if  necessary,  the  same  language  here  in  the  Temple  of  Justice^ 
and  in  the  presence  of  those  who  are  the  ministers  of  the  law." 

*^  A  hard  necessity,  indeed,  compels  us  to  endure  the  evils  of  slavery  fot 
a  time.  While  it  continues  it  is  a  blot  on  our  national  character;  and  evay 
real  lover  of  freedom  confidently  hopes  that  it  will  be  effectually,  thoo^  it 
must  bo  gradually,  wiped  away,  and  earnestly  looks  for  the  means  by  whieh 
the  necessary  object  may  be  best  obtdned.  And  until  it  shall  be  accom- 
plished, until  the  time  shall  come  when  we  can  point,  without  a  blush,  to  the 
language  held  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  every  part  of  humanity 
will  seek  to  lighten  the  galling  chain  of  slavery,  and  better,  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power,  the  wretched  condition  of  the  slave." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland :— Where  did  yon  get  that? 

Mr.  GOODEICII : — I  got  it  from  a  printed  fiermon  recently 
preached  by  Dr.  Oeville  Dewey,  of  Boston. 

And  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  the  United  States  Senate,  in  1888j 
said  that  "  many  in  the  South  once  believed  that  slavery  was  a 
moral  and  political  evil ; "  and  Mr.  Butler,  late  a  United  States 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  said  in  the  Senato  in  1850,  that  he 
"  remembered  the  time  when  slavery  was  regarded  as  a  moral 
evil,  even  in  South  Carolina." 

In  such  a  state  of  public  sentiment,  it  is  certainly  no  marvel  - 
that  slavery  was  not  allowed  to  extend  into  the  Territories  andJ 
new  States.  It  was  not  prohibited  in  the  northwest  territory,^ 
because  it  was  supposed  to  be,  or  would  become,  an  evil  in  that^ 
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territoiy  particnlarlj,  or  a  greater  evil  there  than  anywhere  else ; 
but  because  it  was  regarded  as  an  evil  everywhere,  and  therefore 
wrong  to  permit  its  extension  anywhere,  when  there  was  power 
to  prevent  it.    There  can  be  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  pro- 
hibited in  the  Territories  and  new  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
and  Tennessee,  if  Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  previous  to  ^e 
Federal  Convention,  had  ceded  them  to  the  United  States  upon 
the  same  conditions  Virginia  had  ceded  the  northwest  territory. 
Proof  of  this  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  plan  of  territorial 
gOTemments  interdicting  slavery  forever  after  1800,  embraced 
all  territory  ceded,  or  to  be  ceded  by  individual  States ;  and  still 
fbrther  proof  is  in  the  fact,  that  the  cessions  by  Georgia  and 
North  Carolina,  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  were 
npon  the  express  condition  that  slavery  should  not  be  proliibited ; 
thereby  showing  that  the  policy  of  the  Federal  Government,  as 
they  imderBtood  it,  was  restrictive  of  slavery  in  the  far  southern 
latitudes  as  well  as  in  the  more  northern,  and  tliat  they  expected 
the  power  to  restrict  would  be  exercised,  if  not  withheld  in  the 
deeds  of  cession.    A  proposition  was,  in  fact,  made  to  apply  the 
anti-filayeTy  clause  of  1787,  to  all  the  southern  part  of  the 
Miflsifisippi  territory,  now  the  southern  pai-ts  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  by  the  act  of  April  7th,  1798,  it  being* supposed  at 
one  time  that  it  belonged  to  the  United  States ;  but  the  debate 
ihowB  that  the  proposition  was  withdrawn  because  the  jurisdic- 
tion was  in  Georgia,  or  because  not  five  members  of  Congress, 
after  the  question  was  examined,  believed  otherwise.     Georgia 
claimed  absolute  title  and  right  of  jurisdiction,  and  denied  all 
right  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  interfere  with  slavery. 
Congress  did,  however,  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  territory,  and  declare  every  slave  so  imported  to  be  entitled 
to  his  fi'eedom.    This  was  probably  wholly  unauthorized,  as  it 
Was  six  years  before  Georgia  ceded  it  to  the  United  States,  and 
ten  years  before  Congress  had  power  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  that  State.    But  these  facts  show  a  strong  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  "  the  fathers "  to  curtail  and  circumscribe 
Blayeiy,  even  in  the  far  south,  and  at  the  hazard,  too,  of  exercising 
doobtfiil  power. 

Kothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  the  original  States  had  a 
nght  to  form  a  Federal  Government  on  such  terms  as  to  them- 


( 


mCHTARKfl   OF    MB.    GOODBIOH. 

Belyes  as  they  could  mutually  agree  upon,  and  to  fix  the  terms 
npon  which  they  would  permit  new  members  to  be  admitted. 
The  Northern  States  were  under  no  obligation  to  protect  skyery 
at  all,  not  even  by  permitting  fugitives  to  be  reclaimed  within 
their  limits.  If,  then,  they  were  willing  to  concede  that  right  to 
the  original  States,  only  upon  condition  that  slayery  should  not 
be  allowed  to  extend,  who  will  say  they  had  not  a  right  to  make 
that  condition,  or  that,  if  agreed  to,  it  would  not  be  valid  and 
binding  ?  With  their  views  of  slavery,  believing  it  to  be  a  moral 
and  political  evil,  it  was  certainly  their  first  and  highest  duly 
to  make  eflFectual  provision  against  its  extension,  before  under- 
taking, for  any  reason,  to  give  the  least  protection  to  it.  Such 
provision  they  supposed  they  had  made,  and  it  was  this  that 
justified  them,  if  any  thing  could,  in  conceding  the  right  of  rec- 
lamation. 

The  iree,  or  northern  States,  in  the  exercise  of  their  admitted 
right  in  deciding  upon  the  terms  of  Union,  insisted  on  making 
it  a  fundamental  and  ever-binding  condition  that  no  obligaticm 
to  protect  slavery  in  Illinois  should  ever  exist ;  and  this  was  done 
for  reasons  which  render  it  morally  certain  that  they  would  haw 
insisted  on  the  same  condition  in  reference  to  Missouri,  if  Uifl- 
souri  had  been  part  of  the  original  territory.     It  would  be 
preposterous  to  suppose  that  w^hile  they  would  not  consent  to 
guarantee  slavery  in  any  manner  in  Illinois,  because  they  believed 
it  to  be  a  moral  and  political  evil,  they  meant  at  tlie  same  time 
to  make  a  Government  that  could  obligate  them  to  guarantee 
it  in  the  adjoining  Territory  or  State  of  Missouri,  either  hy 
the  return  of  fugitive  slaves,  or  in  any  other  manner.     They' 
meant  no  such  thing,  nor  can  an  honest  interpretation  of  the  temu^ 
of  union  bind  tliem  to  such  guarantee  now.    The  right  to  recap—" 
ture  fugitive  slaves  could  not  exist  without  the  consent  of  ih^ 
free  States ;  and  as  that  consent  was  given  upon  conditions  and0 
with  limitations,  by  necessary  implication  and  every  sound  prin-^ 
ciplc  of  construction,  they  reserved  the  right  to  say  whether  i^ 
should  exist  upon  other  conditions  and  with  other  limitations^ 
or  without  either  condition  or  limitation. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE:— No  one  from  Kentucky  or  Virginia 
wishes  to  alter  the  ordinance  of  1Y87.  For  God's  sake  spare  d* 
the  argument. 
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Mr.  GOODRICH: — I  understand  no  alteration  is  proposed  in 
the  ordinance ;  nor  am  I  argaing  against  any  such  proposition.  I 
am  showing  what  the  policy  of  1787  was,  and  what  the  compact  of 
the  fathers  was.  And  I  am  doing  this  because  it  is  in  the  spirit  of 
that  policy  and  compact  that  Kentucky  and  Virginia  tell  us  they 
wish  to  have  this  controversy  adjusted.  Massachusetts  and  the 
other  Northern  States  meant  to  fix,  and  supposed  they  had  fixed,  a 
lunit  to  their  connection  with,  and  responsibility  for  slavery.  By 
consenting  to  the  clause  which  secured  the  right  of  reclamation, 
they  did  become  responsible  for  it  to  a  certain  extent.  So  far  as  it 
was  supposed,  when  that  clause  was  agreed  to,  that  its  efiect  would 
be  the  recapture  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  their  return  to  bondage, 
and  80  far  as  the  purpose  was  to  make  such  recapture  and  return 
lawful,  so  far  the  responsibility  of  adding  to  the  security  of 
davery  was  voluntarily  assumed.  But  this  was  limited  to  the 
exifiting  States  by  excluding  slavery  from  all  United  States  ter- 
ritory. If  any  part  of  such  territory  had  been  left  for  slavery — 
enough  for  a  single  slave  State — it  might  be  said  that  its  extension 
from  a  part  was  for  reasons  applicable  only  to  a  part,  and  so 
could  not  be  considered  as  establishing  tlie  principle  of  non- 
ertension.  But  now  this  cannot  be  said.  Not  a  foot  was  left 
for  slavery. 

We  thus  see  what  the  state  of  things  would  have  been  to-day 
if  foreign  territory  had  not  been  acquired.  Such  acquisitions 
were  not  originally  contemplated,  and  of  course  not  provided  for. 
The  first — ^Louisiana — was  deemed  unconstitutional  by  Mr.  Jef- 
fKBBOSj  and  yet  it  was  made  while  he  was  President ;  but  with 
no  right,  "  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  compact  of  the  fathers," 
to  place  the  Federal  Government  or  the  States  under  any  other 
relation  to  slavery  in  subsequently  acquired  territory  than  that 
which  they  sustained  to  it — ^the  only  one  they  would  consent  to 
sustain — in  the  Territories  possessed  at  the  time  tliat  compact 
was  made. 

A  great  deal  is  said  about  State  rights.  But  the  doctrine  of 
State  rights  proves  too  much.  Massachusetts  had  a  clear  and 
imdoubted  right  originally  to  limit  her  obligations  upon  this 
subject.  And  she  did  limit  them.  The  original  compromise 
iwas  "  better  security  "  to  slavery  in  the  original  States,  with  no 
extension  of  it  to  tiie  Territories  and  new  States.    This  better 
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Bocnrity  was  the  accepted  consideratioii  for  waiying  the  right  to 
extend,  and  Massachusetts  may  rightfully  insist  on  this  waived 
right  to  extend,  so  long  as  this  ^^ better  security"  is  demanded 
of  her. 

Southern  gentlemen  in  this  Convention  propose  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  principles  of  the  founders  of  the  Grovemment,  and 
by  the  Constitution,  or  compact  of  union,  as  those  founders  un- 
derstood it.  By  that  they  say  they  are  willing  to  do  as  the 
fathers  did,  and  adjust  the  present  imhappy  controversy  by 
applying  to  new  territory  the  same  principles  which  the  fathen 
applied  to  the  old.  Let  me  assure  gentlemen  from  the  slave 
States  that  if  they  are  really  in  earnest  in  offering  these  tenns 
of  adjustment,  this  unhappy  controversy  can  be  settled  in  less 
than  an  hour's  time.  Having  always  claimed  the  right  to  re- 
capture fugitive  slaves  in  territory  acquired  since,  as  well  as  in 
that  acquired  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  slave 
States  have  ever  been  bound,  upon  every  principle  of  honor  and 
fair  dealing,  to  concede  the  original  consideration  for  it,  that  is, 
prohibition.  A  purpose  secretly  entertained  when  that  compro- 
mise was  made,  to  use  the  Government  in  the  manner  it  has 
actually  been  used,  to  enlarge  the  area  of  slavery  and  the  obliga 
tion  to  guarantee  it,  would  have  been  dishonest  and  fraudulent; 
but  the  fact  that  this  purpose  was  conceived  afterward,  as  it  doubt- 
less  was,  does  not  alter  the  case  a  whit.  No  man  possessed  of 
the  facts  can  honestly  claim  that  the  bargain  between  the  North 
and  South,  interpreted  according  to  the  true  interest  and  mean- 
ing of  both  parties  at  the  time  of  making  it,  can  justify  the 
extension  of  slavery  a  rod  beyond  the  original  States,  or  a 
particle  of  protection  to  it  beyond  the  right  to  recover  fugitives 
from  such  States. 

Having  tlius  shown,  as  I  think  I  have,  that  an  essential  de- 
ment in  the  basis  of  the  "  more  i)erfect  Union  "  on  the  question 
of  slavery,  was  the  piinciple  of  non-extension,  we  find  the  first 
failure  to  assert  this  principle  was  in  the  omission  to  apply  it  to 
the  Louisiana  purchase.  The  importation  of  slaves  into  that  ter- 
ritory was  immediately  prohibited.  That  probably  cut  off  the 
only  source  of  supply  from  which  danger  of  extension  was  then 
apprehended.  The  policy  of  the  Government  was  well  under* 
stood,  and  no  appreheAsion  of  a  practical  departure  from  it  exist- 
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e<L  There  was  notliing  in  tlio  circumsttonce  of  the  purchase,  or 
the  reasons  for  making  it,  to  excite  Buch  apprehension.  But  it 
was  seen  on  the  appUcation  of  Missouri  for  admission,  that  the 
ordinance  of  1787  should  have  been  applied  to  it  at  the  time 
of  the  purchase.  If  it  had  been,  Louisiana,  Misspuri,  and  Ar- 
kansas would  never  have  become  slave  States  (the  few  slaves  in 
New  Orleans  and  vicinity  being  emancipated,  as  they  should 
have  been,  upon  some  equitable  principle),  and  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise, which  was  the  second  departure  from  the  original  policy, 
would  never  have  been  made.  The  third  was  the  annexation  of 
Texas  as  a  slave  State,  and  the  argument  to  divide  it  into  three 
or  four  more.  Annexation  led  to  tlie  war  with  Mexico,  and  the 
aoqnisition  of  a  large  part  of  her  territory,  and  to  the  compromise 
of  1860,  by  which  it  was  Congressionally  agreed  that  the  States 
fimned  in  that  territory  might  be  admitted  with  slavery,  if  their 
Gonstitntions  should  so  prescribe.  This  was  the  fourth  departure 
fiom  the  original  policy  of  prohibition.  The  fifth  was  tlie  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  in  1850,  and  the  attempts  to  subju- 
gate and  enslave  Etmsas.  That  repeal  made  the  change  from 
the  original  policy  radical  and  total.  Certainly  it  is  high  time 
^  to  restore  the  Union  and  Constitution  in  the  spirit  in  which 
they  were  established  by  the  fathers." 

And  now,  sir,  I  propose  to  begin  the  work  of  "  restoring  the 
pdiey  of  1787,"  by  applying  the  ordinance  of  1787  to  every  foot 
of  organized  and  unorganized  territory,  wherever  situated,  which 
now  belongs  to  the  United  States,  precisely  as  the  fathers  applied 
it  to  every  foot  of  such  territory  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was 
made ;  and  I  ask,  in  all  earnestness  and  seriousness,  what  any 
member  of  the  Convention  can  have  to  say  against  this,  who  sin- 
cerely desires  to  "  restore  the  Union  and  Constitution  in  the  spirit 
in  which  they  were  establislied  by  the  fathers  of  the  Eepublic," 
and  is    "r^y  to  adjust  the  present  unhappy  controversy" 
xafhesame  spirit?    What,  I  beg  to  know,  can  bo  said  against 
thii  mode  of  adjustment  by  those  who  are  in  favor  of  a  ^*  rcstorar 
tioa  of  the  Constitution  to  the  principles  and  landmarks  of  our 
fij&erB,"  and  of  a  "  return  to  the  policy  of  1787 "  i    Can  any 
%ia  doubt   that   that  ordinance  would  have   been  extended 
oitt  all  these  territories  in  1787,  if  they  had  belonged  to  the 
United  States  at  that  time  I     Let  slavery,  then,  be  prohibited 
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now  precisely  as  the  fathers  prohibited  it  then.    CSopj  that  old 
ordinance  word  for  word,  and  giye  it  legal  foroe  and  effect,  and 
make  it  tlie  basis  of  all  laws,  and  all  constitutions,  and  all  gor^ 
emments  in  these  Territories  forever,  because  the  fathers  gave  it 
such  force  and  effect,  and  made  it  the  basis  of  all  laws,  and  all 
constitutions  and  all  govcruments  forever  in  all  the  TemtorieB  of 
the  Union,  in  1787.    K  that  would  not  be  a  return  to  the  '^prin- 
ciples and  landmarks  of  the  fathers,"  and  to  the  ^'  policjr  of 
1787,"  then  I  b^  to  know  what  woidd  be?    How  is  it  poesiUe 
— I  put  it  to  you,' gentlemen  of  the  South — ^how  is  it  possible  to 
persuade  yourselves  that  the  principles  and  policy  of  1787  esn  1)6 
restored  by  adopting  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia  ?    By  what  process  is  it  that  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Sid- 
don)  from  Virginia,  has  come  to  believe  that  the  South  is  en- 
titled, according  to  the  spirit  of  the  compact  of  the  fathen^  ^to 
the  added  guarantees  "  of  which  he  speaks  t    According  to  tba 
spirit  of  that  compact  it  is  manifest  the  slave  States  are  entitlfld 
to  no  added  guarantees. 

But  another  of  the  Virginia  Ck>mmissioners  (Mr.  Eiyeb)  teDi 
us  that  this  question  of  slavery  in  nowise  concerns  the  ftee 
States.  On  tliis  point  I  will  quote  from  a  very  high  anttunitj, 
whicli  Virginia,  certainly,  will  respect.  Mr.  Madison  was  ft 
member  of  the  first  Congress  under  the  (institution.  A  col- 
league of  his,  Mr.  Parker,  proposed  a  duty  on  the  importatuA 
of  slaves,  and  said  he  ^'  hoped  Congress  would  do  all  that  lief 
in  their  power  to  restore  to  human  nature  its  inherent  privilegeB^ 
and,  if  possible,  wipe  off  the  stigma  under  which  America  Ift* 
bors."  Mr.  Madison,  in  remarking  on  that  proposition,  among 
other  things  said : 

*' Every  addition  the  States  receive  to  their  number  of  slaves  tendf  to 
weaken  and  render  them  less  capable  of  self-defence.  In  case  of  hostiHtki 
with  foreign  nations,  thcj  wiU  be  the  means  of  inviting  attack  instead  of  re- 
pelling invasion.  It  is  a  necessary  duty  of  the  General  Govermnent  to  pith 
tect  every  part  of  their  confines  against  danger,  as  well  internal  as  ezteniL 
Every  thing,  therefore,  which  tends  to  increase  danger,  though  it  be  a  lodi 
affair,  yet,  if  it  involve  national  expense  and  safety,  becomes  of  conoeni  to 
every  part  of  the  Union,  and  is  a  proper  subject  for  the  con8id6ratio&  of 
those  charged  with  the  general  administration  of  the  Government." 

And  we  hear,  too,  a  great  deal  about  war,  civil  war,  if  tlm 
nnhappy  controversy  is  not  satisfactorily  adjusted,  which  means 
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upon  the  terms  propoeed  by  the  alaTe  States.  But  do  geDtlemen 
mean  that  an  appeal  will  be  made  to  the  sword,  nnless  the  Con- 
stitution shall  be  so  amended  as  to  ^^  provide  that  slavery  of  the 
African  race  shall  be  efiSectnally  protected  as  property  in  all  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  now  held  or  hereafter  acquired 
south  of  latitude  36*^  30' "  ? — which  is  the  proposition  of  Virginia. 
If  that  is  what  is  meant,  then  let  me,  before  I  close,  read  an  ex- 
tract from  one  of  the  last  speeches  made  by  IIenst  Cult  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.    It  is  as  follows  r 

"  If^  anhappily,  we  should  bo  involved  in  war,  civil  war,  between  the 
two  portions  of  this  Confederacy,  in  which  the  effort  npon  the  one  side 
should  be  to  restrain  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  new  Territories,  and 
apoa  the  other  side  to  force  its  introduction  tliere,  what  a  spectacle  should 
we  present  to  the  astonishment  of  mankind,  in  an  effort,  not  to  propagate 
fi^ts,  bat — I  most  say  it,  though  I  trust  it  will  be  understood  to  be  said  with 
»o  daaga  to  excite  feeling— a  war  to  propagate  wrongs  I " 

Mr.  HowABD  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  BsoNSON  objected,  raising  the  question  of  order.  He 
daimed  that  the  Conference,  by  adopting  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  had  fixed  the  limits  of  the  sessions,  from  10  o'clock 
Jl.  iL,  to  4  o'clock  p.  M. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Howabd  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  LOOMIS : — ^I  feel  that  this  is  an  important  crisis  in  the 
affiurs  of  the  country.  Perhaps  it  is  the  most  important  that 
ever  occurred  in  American  history.  The  first  Convention  of 
thirteen  scattered  States  was  earnestly  engaged  in  protecting  the 
liberties  which  had  been  won  in  the  Eevolution.  It  gave  us  a 
Constitution  under  which,  for  more  than  seventy  years,  we  have 
lived  prosperously  and  happily.  Now  political  contests  have 
taken  place.  Kew  questions  have  arisen,  and  one  portion  of  the 
Union  believes  the  Constitution  inadequate  to  protect  its  inter- 
ests. The  question  which  we  are  obliged  to  consider  is :  How 
shall  we  save  the  country?  Disguise  it  as  we  may,  deceive 
ourselves  as  we  may,  the  country  is  in  danger — in  great  and  im- 
minent danger.  A  solemn  duty  is  imposed  upon  each  one  of  us. 
How  shall  we  save  the  country? 

Virginia  has  invited  this  conference  of  her  sister  States. 
Pennsylvania  responded  to  her  call  with  all  activity.  Pennsyl- 
vania has  responded  because  she  understood  and  appreciated  Yir- 
ginia.    There  is  great  misapprehension  in  the  North  concerning 
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this  venerated  State,  as  well  in  regard  to  her  motives  as  in  re- 
gard to  the  principles  and  feelings  that  influence  her  people  in 
tiieir  intercourse  with  and  their  action  toward  other  States  of 
the  Union.  I  know  Virginia  well.  I  have  associated  with  her 
people.    I  have  practiced  before  her  judicial  tribunals. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  greatly  pressed  by  an  abolitionist  who 
was  indicted  in  Virginia,  to  imdertake  his  defence.  He  ym 
very  fearftil  that  he  would  not  receive  an  impartial  trial,  tluit 
the  court  and  juiy  would  participate  in  the  public  excitement 
I  told  him  that  he  need  indulge  in  no  such  misapprehensioD& ' 
I  knew  Virginia  too  well  for  that.  I  told  him,  however,  that  if 
he  desired  it,  I  would  go ;  but  it  was  simply  to  defend  him,  and 
secure  him  a  fair  trial — ^to  act  as  his  counsel.  I  could  not  repr&' 
sent  his  sentiments,  for  I  am  not  and  never  was  an  abolitionist 
I  assumed  his  defence.  I  told  him  I  would  go,  and  I  went  I 
did  find  great  excitement  there,  but  it  did  not  surprise  ma 
Many  valuable  slaves  had  shortly  before  escaped,  some  of  them 
through  the  assistance  and  instrumentality  of  my  client  Judge 
Fry  was  the  presiding  judge  of  the  court.  His  liberality,  and 
that  of  all  his  officers,  was  great — as  great  as  I  ever  enjoyed  in 
my  own  State.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  drew  thirty-six  jmy- 
men.  Of  these,  twelve  were  slaveholders,  twelve  were  abolition- 
ists, and  twelve  were  non-slaveholders.  When  the  jury  was 
finally  empanneUed  it  consisted  of  nine  abolitionists  and  three 
non-slaveholders. 

I  never  saw  in  my  whole  professional  life  a  trial  conducted 
with  greater  fairness  or  justice.  The  whole  of  it  was  entirely 
satisfactory  to  myself,  and  I  believe  to  my  client. 

I  have  ever  since  entertained  a  feeling  of  the  highest  respect 
for  Virginia.  Her  abstractions  I  confess  I  could  never  unde^ 
stand,  nor  did  I  ever  wish  to.  They  are  her  exclusive  property, 
and  she  never  uses  them  to  the  injury  of  her  neighbors.  If  ah* 
chooses  to  make  the  resolutions  of  '98  a  matter  of  importance,! 
do  not  know  that  anybody  is  injured. 

I  regretted  to  hear  the  imputations  upon  Virginia  which 
some  gentlemen  have  seen  fit  to  make.    Menace  is  not  the  habi^ 
of  that  ancient  commonwealth.     She  does  not  indulge  in  it,  au^ 
it  would  not  become  her.    The  gentleman  from  New  York  ix>* 
timated  that  if  a  State  came  to  him  with  a  menace  he  woul^ 
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Bet  it  with  a  menace.  In  this  I  agree  with  him.  If  Virginia 
me  here  with  a  menace  I  should  meet  her  with  defiance.  But 
ippily  for  us  we  have  no  occasion  to  consider  the  question  in 
is  light  If  ever  a  State  came  to  meet  her  sisters,  to  consult 
r  the  conmion  good  in  a  proper  spirit,  Virginia  does  so  now. 

A  military  chieftain  once,  when  approaching  his  death, 
mented  that  he  had  no  children  to  transmit  his  name  and  his 
lalities  to  posterity.  Virginia  will  never  need  to  take  up  such 
lamentation.  She  has  children  enough.  She  is  the  mother 
'  Washington  and  Jeffebson,  of  Madison,  Marshall,  and 
LAY.  Eightly  and  justly  she  has  been  called  the  mother  of 
ates.     She  is  the  mother  of  States,  and  of  millions  of  freemen. 

I  honor  and  respect  Virginia,  for  she  deserves  it.  She  was 
Qong  the  foremost  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle ;  and  since  it 
BB  terminated,  she  has  exhibited  a  continued  example  of  patriot- 
n  and  loyalty.  Her  sons  have  been  among  the  ablest  in  our 
gislative  councils,  and  even  to-day  she  sets  a  noble  example  he- 
re the  country,  for  the  emulation  of  her  sister  States.  Our 
terests  are  inseparably  connected  with  her  own.  We  will 
knowledge  the  fact,  and  act  in  view  of  it.  Let  her  remember, 
BOy  that  she  has  a  common  interest  with  us.  She  will  do  so 
Msanse  she  will  be  faithful  to  her  old  traditions  as  well  as  to  her 
iBsent  duty. 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  time  has  come  when  it  is  necessary 
r  us  to  contemplate  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  The  people 
ie  not  prepared  for  such  an  awful  event.  We  do  not  yet  know 
3W  heavy  sacrifices  they  will  make  to  avoid  it.  Some  States 
fcve  left  us  I  know,  but  I  believe  their  absence  is  but  temporary. 
Te  must  have  them  back,  and  we  will.  As  for  the  Border 
states  leaving  us  in  the  present  condition  of  ajffairs,  with  the 
iraent  feeling  of  friendship  for  them,  thai  I  regard  as  an  im- 
poBBibility.  Why  should  the  Border  States  go  out  of  the  Union 
whm  three-fourths  of  the  present  Congress  are  ready  to  give 
ihem  all  the  guarantees  they  ask  1 

But  let  not  Pennsylvania  be  misunderstood  in  her  position. 
She  will  yield  a  vast  deal  for  peace.  She  will  examine  and  re- 
cognize the  rights  of  every  section  of  the  country.  She  believes 
ftat  when  this  is  done,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  stand  by  the  Union. 
She  believes  that  the  Border  States  cannot  connect  themselves 
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with  a  BO-called  Southern  Confederacy  without  involYing  them- 
selves in  a  vortex  of  ruin.  The  President  of  the  Sonthem  Con- 
federacy already  talks  about  the  smell  of  gunpowder,  and  about 
battles  at  the  North.  Well  I  he  is  a  brave  man  no  doubt,  but  if 
he  wiU  invade  Pennsylvania  we  will  resist  him.  Pennsylvania 
has  gold  enough  to  calm  her  friends ;  she  has  iron  enough  to  cool 
her  enemies. 

But  Pennsylvania  desires  no  war.  She  will  do  all  that  an 
honorable  State  can  do  to  avoid  war.  In  that  temper  she  sends 
her  delegates  here,  and  they  will  do  all  that  honorable  men  can 
do  to  carry  out  her  wishes.  She  has  no  desire  to  be  a  frontier 
State  with  her  four  hundred  miles  of  border,  which  she  most 
guard  and  protect  if  disunion  takes  place  on  the  terms  BUggested. 
She  will  do  all  shct  can  to  avoid  disunion.  She  is  now  a  central 
State — the  keystone  of  the  arch.  She  wants  no  imaginary  line 
drawn  along  her  border,  with  herself  on  one  side  of  it  and  enemieB 
upon  the  other. 

Pennsylvania  has  always  kept  faith  with  the  Union,  She 
has  always  performed  all  her  duties  toward  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment with  cheerfulness  and  fidelity.  Her  three  millions  of 
people  are  true  to  all  their  obligations  now — to  the  Government 
as  well  as  to  her  sister  States.  Her  voice  is  for  peace.  She 
would  at  all  hazards  avoid  disunion.  She  would  make  many 
sacrifices  to  avoid  civil  war.  Last  of  all,  she  would  do  all  she 
could  to  save  the  Union  ;  she  would  never  permit  the  destrucdon 
of  the  country.  My  own  position  is  easily  defined.  I  ftilly  sym- 
pathize with  and  endorse  the  position  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  LooMiB  referred  to  the  election,  iostolIatioD,  and  message  of  the  Got* 
emor  of  Pennsylvania,  also  to  yarions  resolutions  of  political  conventioDS  h 
Pennsylvania,  in  confirmation  of  his  own  views  of  the  sentiments  of  the  peo* 
pie  of  that  State,  and  continued : 

I  shall  dwell  but  a  short  time  upon  the  provisions  of  the  pro^ 
posed  amendments.  I  can  live  under  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  o:^ 
as  it  will  be  if  these  amendments  arc  adopted.  I  shall  uphold 
the  Constitution.  I  shall  commit  myself  to  no  opposite  cours^^- 
The  whole  amendment  is  connected  with  and  concerns  the  que^^ 
tion  of  slavery  in  the  Territories.  This  has  always  been  a  fruil:?^ 
ftd  source  of  trouble. 

The  character  of  the  relation  of  the  Government  to  the  TerrS" 
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torieSy  and  the  interests  of  the  States  in  them,  were  questions 
raised  in  most  of  the  States  when  the  Constitution  was  adcfpted. 
The  compromise  of  1820,  it  was  hoped,  settled  one  question 
concerning  them — ^the  question  of  slavery.  But  upon  the  repeal 
of  the  compromise  the  difficulty  was  opened  again.  Pennsyl- 
▼ania  never  took  as  ultra  ground  respecting  this  subject  as  many 
other  States.  She  thought  its  importance  was  magnified.  It  is 
magnified  now.  If  the  South  secured  the  amendment  proposed 
it  would  not  ^vail  her  much.  The  granting  of  it  would  not  in- 
jure the  North.  The  territory  is  unfitted  for  the  profitable  em- 
ployment of  slave  labor.  That  is  shown  by  experience.  In  ten 
years  scarcely  ten  slaves  had  found  their  way  into  New  Mexico 
and  Arizona. 

This  is  a  question  of  sectional  interest,  and  may  be  one,  to 
8ome  extent,  of  political  power.  Examine,  for  a  moment,  the 
tme  interests  of  both  the  North  and  South,  in  the  question  as  it 
18  now  presented.  I  mean  the  interest  of  the  extremes,  for  the 
Border  States  certainly  cannot  have  a  very  deep  interest  in  it. 
They  lay  between  the  two  sections,  and  to  some  extent  sympa- 
thize with  both.  The  valuable  portion  of  our  present  territory 
18  north  of  the  line  proposed.  It  is  rich  in  agricultural  and 
mineral  resources.  It  will  be  changed  in  time  into  a  number 
of  powerful  and  wealthy  States.  Is  it  not  desirable  now  to 
exclude  slavery  from  them  forever?  Then  as  to  the  territory 
south.  It  is  smaller  in  extent,  and  almost  infinitely  less  valuable. 
Much  of  it  is  barren  desert  which  can  never  bo  cultivated.  Con- 
sidered as  a  material  interest,  the  South  is  asking  but  little.  The 
North  is  giving  up  almost  nothing,  by  agreeing  to  give  the  South 
the  control  of  this  section  while  it  remains  a  territory.  But  the 
South  does  not  ask  even  that.  She  simply  asks  to  have  those 
lights  guaranteed,  the  existence  of  which  are  already  practically 
conceded. 

As  to  future  territory,  I  would  raise  no  question  about  it. 
¥e  want  no  more  territory  north  or  south.  Its  acquisition 
would  only  be  attended  with  new  troubles.  New  questions 
would  be  raised  to  threaten  the  quiet  of  the  country  and  the 
rttbility  of  our  institutions.  Why  should  we  trouble  ourselves 
about  the  acquisition  of  new  territory  when  we  have  already 
«W)ugh  for  one  hundred  millions  of  people  ? 
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Wo  may  form  a  Constitution  which  will  be  entirely  Batififiu>- 
tory  to  the  nation  now.  We  may  extend  our  tenitoiy  in  Buch  ft 
way  as  to  render  a  change  indispensable.  Considerations  of 
climate  and  race  will  be  constantly  occurring,  which  will  reqiiire 
new  changes.  The  Federal  Constitution  mayhaTe  beenweD 
enough  adapted  to  the  four  millions  of  people  to  whom  it  wh 
first  applied,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  the  growth  of  the  nation, 
and  ihe  new  interests  which  have  since  arisen,  should  require 
some  changes  now.    I  say  that  we  need  no  more  territory. 

What  objection,  then,  can  there  be  to  compromising  this  matter, 
to  arranging  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  if  the  rights  of  all 
can  be  regarded  and  secured  ?  The  course  which  I  would  follow 
in  such  a  case,  would  be  that  indicated  by  traditional  poliqr  of 
statesmen  in  whom  our  people  have  had  confidence — ^the  policy 
of  such  men  as  Habbisox  and  IIenbt  Clat. 

I  do  not  regard  the  provisions  relating  to  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  as  of  any  practical  consequence  to  the  Nortfa. 
Pennsylvania  cares  little  about  it.  There  would  seem  to  be  a 
propriety  in  countenancing  slavery  here  so  long  as  it  ezistB  in 
the  adjoining  States. 

The  Border  States  ask  us  now  for  these  guarantees.  Thej 
ask  them  earnestly  and  in  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  Union.  My 
answer  to  such  a  request,  urged  in  such  a  spirit,  is^  that  I 
would  give  them  any  guarantees  I  could  within  l^e  limits  of  tiie 
Constitution. 

Pennsylvania  forms  one  of  the  brotherhood  of  States.  She 
is  in  the  Union,  and  she  will  remain  there.  She  is  bound  to  it 
by  all  the  memories  and  associations  of  the  past,  and  by  all  the 
hopes  of  the  future.  She  will  discharge,  as  she  always  has  db- 
chained,  all  her  duties,  all  her  obligations  to  the  Union,  ^o 
State  exceeds  her  in  devotion  to  it.  But,  at  the  same  time,  she 
will  not  bo  unmindful  of  her  duties  and  her  obligations  to  the 
other  States.  She  would  discharge  these  obligations  as  she  can 
afford  to  discharge  them,  in  a  spirit  of  generosity  and  concilift- 
tion.  In  that  spirit  she  will  give  her  assent  to  these  propositioDi 
of  amendment.  I  believe  I  have  fairly  represented  the  opiniiHiB 
of  Pennsylvania  in  what  I  have  said,  and  I  rely  upon  her  people 
— my  constituents — for  my  justification, 

Mr.  CinTTEOT)EN:— I  will  consult  the  pleasure  of  the 
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Conference  whether  I  shall  proceed  with  hit  obserrations  now, 
or  dming  the  evening  session  i 

Mr.  MOEEHE AD :— I  think  the  Conference  had  better  ad- 
journ.   I  make  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  Conference  adjonmed  to 
meet  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 


EVENING  SESSIOX-^FOUETEEXTH  DAT. 
Washington,  Thtrsdat,  February  21«/,  ISCl. 

Thb  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  half-past  seven  o'clock, 
Hr.  Alexander  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  CmTTEXDEX :— I  feel  gratified  by  the  kindness  which 
has  given  me  an  opportunity^  of  making  a  few  obsen-ations  to  the 
Conference,  and  I  shall  not  abuse  it. 

The  delegates  firom  Vermont  have  acted  throughout  the 
eesfiion  under  great  embarrassment.  We  hold  our  appointments 
fiom  the  Executive  of  that  State.  Her  Legislature  was  not  in 
WBfiion  when  the  Yirginia  Resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  day 
fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  Conference  was  so  early  that  no 
time  was  given  to  the  Governor  of  Yemiont  for  consultation,  or 
finr  taking  any  other  means  of  ascertaining  the  temper  of  the 
State  in  relation  to  the  Yirginia  plan.  We  were  summoned  by 
telegraph — myself  upon  an  hours  notice — to  come  here,  and  we 
obeyed  the  summons. 

By  the  rules  of  the  Conference  we  are  prohibited  from  cor- 
respondence with  our  constituents  upon  the  subject  of  its  action, 
tad  we  are  entirely  without  recent  information  concerning  their 
WWB  and  wishes.     But  one  course  remains  to  us,  and  that  we 
iDQBt  inflexibly  pursue.     That  is,  to  apply  the  propositions  upon 
ibich  we  are  called  to  vote,  to  the  known  and  establidied 
ophiionB  of  our  people  upon  the  principles  involved  in  them ; 
«nd  if  these  principles  coincide  with  their  opinions,  to  give  our 
•went  5  if  they  do  not,  to  withhold  it.    We  hold  it  our  duty  to 
i^q^ect  and  obey  the  opinions  of  our  constituents ;  and  in  our 
action  here,  such  obedience  is  a  pleasure. 
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First  of  all,  before  referring  to  the  merits  or  demeritB  of  these 
propositions,  I  wish  to  be  informed  distinctly  npon  one  point 
One  section  of  the  Union  requires  guarantees;  the  other  does 
not.  Here  are  two  parties  having  diiferent  interests^  propoBiiig 
to  themselves  different  courses  of  action.  One  of  them  propoaeg 
these  guarantees  in  the  form  of  what  it  calls  a  compramiaa 
There  are  many  subjects  which,  in  the  experience  of  life,  we  an 
obliged  to  compromise.  All  of  us  understand  the  meaning  of 
the  term.  It  implies  that  when  two  parties  differ  upon  a  subject 
of  common  interest,  each  is  to  yield  something  to  the  othefi 
until  both  reacli  an  agreement  upon  a  middle  ground,  and  the 
difference  is  settled.  But  one  consequence  always  follows,  al- 
ways must  follow,  or  it  is  in  nowise  a  compromise :  Both  paHim 
a/re  hound  by  the  agreement. 

There  is  another  way  in  which  compromises  are  eflfected. 
Wlien  opposing  parties  cannot  come  to  an  understanding,  they 
agree  to  submit  the  matters  in  difference  to  some  tribunal  that 
can  decide  between  them.  A  like  consequence  always  follows 
from  such  a  proceediug.  The  parties  agree  to  wAmU  to  the 
decision,  to  be  boufid  by  it,  and  mutually  undertake  to  cany  it 
into  effect,  whatever  the  decision  may  be. 

There  is  still  another  way  in  which  B.p6litiml  compromise  may 
be  made.  Its  terms  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  then  it  may  1)6 
submitted  to  the  people  for  adoption.  When  adopted,  it  becomes 
the  law  of  the  land — equally  binding  upon  all  sections  of  the 
country.  If  it  is  rejected,  the  party  which  proposed  it  bi 
secured  its  submission  to  the  proper  tribunal — ^it  has  been  con- 
sidered, and  that  party  should,  upon  every  principle  of  law  of 
morality,  acquiesce  in  the  result. 

Except  in  one  of  these  three  methods  I  know  of  no  wayitt 
which  a  compro7nue  can  be  made.  Let  us  apply  these  methods 
to  the  questions  before  us.  One  of  them  must  be  adopted  if  we 
compromise  at  all. 

In  fact  there  is  one  principle  wliic!i  forms  the  very  foundatiot^ 
of  our  Government,  and  it  should  be  kept  constantly  in  mind.  "W  • 
cannot  negotiate,  we  cannot  legislate,  we  cannot  comprom/hB^ 
unless  all  parties  will  acknowledge  its  binding  force.     If  tha^ 
is  a  party  that  does  not  acknowledge  this,  in  my  judgment  tb-^ 
party  has  no  right  to  be  here.    It  is  not  a  llepubUcan  party.      ^ 
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do  not  use  tliis  term  in  a  party  sense,  but  in  the  sense  which  is 
used  in  the  fonrth  article  in  the  Constitution,  where  tlie  United 
States  are  required  to  guarantee  to  every  State  a  rejmblican  form 
of  Government.  The  principle  to  which  I  refer  is  this :  That  tlie 
will  of  the  majority,  constitutionally  expressed,  must  control  the 
Gh>yermnent,  and  dl  questions  relating  to  it ;  and  that  will  must 
be  respected  and  obeyed  by  the  minority. 

Now,  if  the  members  representing  the  free  States  will  accept 
these  propositions  of  amendment  in  good  faith — will  agree  to 
submit  them  through  Ck>ngress  to  the  people  of  the  States,  and 
to  be  bound  by  the  decision  of  the  majority,  whatever  that  decis- 
ion may  be — ^will  you,  gentlemen  of  the  slave  States,  do  tlie 
same  ?  I  do  not  refer  to  the  States  which  have  undertaken  to 
withdraw  from  the  Union.  I  only  call  upon  the  members  for 
the  States  here  represented.  You  have  the  right  to  speak  for 
your  respective  States.  You  are  sent  here  for  that  purpose. 
You  ask  us  to  give  our  votes  for  proposals  which  are  certainly 
unpleasant,  not  to  say  offensive  to  us,  and  to  use  such  influenco 
as  we  possess  to  induce  Ck>ngress  to  submit  these  to  the  people. 
You  express  the  highest  degree  of  conlidenco  in  the  result. 
This  is  your  plan  of  compromise.  If  we  resist  it,  you  charge  us 
with  standing  between  the  people  and  your  plan — of  sacrificing 
the  Union  to  our  platform.  Very  well.  If  we  will  submit  your 
propositions  to  the  people,  and  agifoe  to  be  bound  by  and  to 
acquiesce  in  their  decision,  will  you  do  the  same  ?  If  you  will, 
it  may  be  of  service  to  protract  this  discussion,  to  make  these 
propositions  as  acceptable  as  possible.  If  you  \i'ill  not,  we  are 
wasting  time.  We  may  as  well  stop  here.  Believe  mo,  sir, 
Vermont,  as  well  as  every  otlier  free  State,  will  have  too  much 
idf-respect  to  agree  to  the  terms  of  a  compromise  which  will 
Und  one  party  and  will  not  bind  the  other. 

There  is  one  thing  farther  which  we  must  understand.  It 
has  been  frequently  referred  to  in  debate,  and  I  sliall  not  enlarge 
Upon  it  Time  must  elapse  before  these  propositions  can  be 
acted  upon.  The  free  States  expect  faithfully  to  observe  all 
their  duties  to  the  General  Government — to  keep  faith  with  it  as 
they  always  have.  Will  the  slave  States  do  the  same  ?  Will  they 
not  only  not  obstruct  the  Government  in  the  execution  of  the 
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laws,  but  will  tliey  aid  the  Government  in  executing  the  la\^t 
Tlie  answer  to  tliis  inquiry  is  as  important  as  the' other. 

Now,  it  is  useless  to  tell  the  people  of  the  free  States,  that 
such  is  the  present  condition  of  the  South,  such  is  the  apprehen- 
sion and  distrust  prevailing  there,  that  we  must  give  them  these 
guarantees  at  once,  without  any  longer  delay  or  discussion — ^that 
if  we  do  not  they  will  secede.  Such  an  argument  as  that,  sir,  is 
an  unworthy  argument ;  it  is  unfit  to  be  used  in  an  assembly  of 
men  met  to  confer  upon  the  Constitution.  This  is  not  the  way 
in  which  good  constitutions  are  made,  for  one  of  the  several  par- 
ties to  present  its  ultimatum,  and  then  insist  upon  its  adoption, 
under  the  threat  that  if  it  is  not  adopted  they  will  go  no  farther. 
If  such  is  tlie  true  condition  of  affairs  in  some  of  the  States,  and 
tlie  gentlemen  representing  them  are  the  best  judges,  then  before 
proceeding  to  amend  the  Constitution  to  satisfy  them,  I  think  we 
had  better  try  to  put  them  into  a  frame  of  mind  suitable  for 
negotiation.  A  Constitution  adopted  in  that  way  would  be  good 
for  nothing.  Let  it  once  be  understood  that  such  claims  will  be 
recognized,  and  we  shall  have  amendments  to  tlie  Constitution 
proposed  as  often  as  any  section  can  find  a  pretext  for  proposing 
them.  The  agreeable  course  to  us  all  would  be  to  yield  to  your 
pressing  appeals.  But  you  ask  us  to  compromise  upon  most 
extraordinary  terms.  You  will  not  give  us  the  slightest  a£6in<- 
ancc  that  tlio  people  of  the  slave  States  will  acquiesce  in  the  vote 
of  the  whole  people  upon  your  propositions.  You  even  say,  you 
will  not  acquiesce,  if  the  decision  is  adverse.  You  are  in  doubt 
if  they  will  be  satisfied  if  the  decision  is  in  their  favor;  and  some 
gentlemen  frankly  avow  that  these  propositions  in  themselves 
are  not  satisfactory.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  with  an 
oi>ennes3  and  a  frankness  which  seems  a  part  of  his  nature,  tells 
us  in  substance  that  Virgmia  will  not  be  satisfied  with  these; 
that  Virginia  is  settled  in  her  detcmiination  that  slave  property 
shall  be  respected ;  that  it  has  as  high  a  right  to  protection  as  any 
other  property,  and  in  some  respects  higher ;  that  Virginia  wiVl 
have  these  rights  acknowledged  and  secured  und^r  the  ConstitO-*" 
tion,  or  she  will  not  be  satisfied.  The  statement  that  she  wi"^ 
not  he  satiftfiedj  has  a  very  peculiar  and  expressive  signiticiition. 

Such  lacing  our  present  condition,  I  have  little  hope  that  goc^^ 
can  come  of  our  deliberations.     We  have  started  Avrong.    W^^ 
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should  have  settled  the  questions  firsts  that  the  Union  must  be 
preserved,  the  laws  enforced,  and  the  dntv  of  every  State 
toward  the  Union  performed,  in  everj  contingency  and  ander 
all  dnnunstances.  Having  resolved  this,  Tce  could  tlicn  go  on, 
carefully  consider  the  wants  of  every  section,  and  we  could  afford 
to  be  generous  in  meeting  the  views  of  our  Southern  friends. 

I  feel  more  diffidence  than  I  can  well  express  in  being  obliged 
to  differ  so  widely  firom  the  opinions  of  the  gentlemen  wlio  have 
introduced  the  proposals  contained  in  the  majority  report,  and 
who  have  advocated  them  with  such  signal  ability.  I  have  less 
hesitation  in  expressing  my  unqualified  dissent  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  free  States,  who  pledge  the  people  of  those  States 
so  unreservedly  to  the  support  of  these  propositions,  if  Congress 
will  submit  them  to  their  constituents.  I  object  to  these  pledges, 
because  I  know  they  are  deceptive,  that  they  are  made  without 
authority,  and  that  they  will  never  be  frilfilled.  The  South  may 
as  well  understand  this  now,  as  hereafter. 

The  Union  is  precious  to  the  people  of  the  free  States. 
They  look  upon  it  with  a  feeling  closely  approaching  to  rev- 
erence. They  have  looked  upon  its  dissolution  as  the  greatest 
national  calamity  possible.  They  have  been  taught  to  regard 
the  idea  of  dissolution  as  a  sin.  Xow,  when  the  subject  is 
forced  upon  their  attention,  when  Conventions  are  called  through- 
out the  South  to  discuss  it,  when  in  some  of  the  States  the  pro- 
cess has  already  commenced,  I  am  well  aware  they  will  make 
heavy  sacrifices  to  preserve  the  Union.  They  will  sacrifice  their 
prosperity,  political  influence,  friendship,  social  relations,  yes, 
flieir  lives,  to  secure  its  perpetuity.  But  they  will  not  sacrifice 
iheir  principles  which  they  have  conscientiously  adopted.  No, 
not  even  to  save  the  Union. 

But  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  A  Government  that  can- 
not be  maintained  without  the  sacrifice  of  those  principles  upon 
which  all  good  governments  are  founded,  is'not  worth  preserv- 
ing. Such  is  not  the  case  with  our8.  Its  preservation  requires 
no  such  sacrifice ;  and  if  we  made  it,  the  sacrifice  would  be 
useless.  The  habit  once  commenced,  we  should  be  called  upon  to 
repeat  it  over  and  over  again,  until  at  length  we  should  have  a 
Government  destitute  of  principle. 

The  people  of  the  slave  States  believe  that  slavery  is  a  dcsira- 
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ble  institution,  that  a  Goverment  founded  upon  it  would  be  most 
desirable.  It  has  been  declared  here,  that  it  is  even  a  misdonaiy 
institution,  and  that  th^  North,  in  attempting  to  overthrow  it,  in- 
terposes between  the  slaveholder  and  his  Maker,  thereby  prevent- 
ing him  firom  performing  a  duty  toward  the  African  race  whidi 
his  ownership  imposes  upon  his  conscience.  Well,  that  is  a  ques- 
tion betw&n  yourselves  and  your  consciences.  We  do  not  wish 
to  interfere.  Keep  the  institution  within  your  own  State  limits, 
and  we  are  content  that  you  should  have  all  the  credit^  and 
honor,  and  glory  that  pertains  to  it.  Over  and  over  again  the 
truth  has  been  asserted  here,  that  there  never  has  been,  and  k 
not  now,  any  party,  or  any  considerable  number  of  men  in  the 
£ree  States,  who  entertain  the  idea  of  interfering  with  slavezy  in 
the  States.  The  opinions  of  a  few  rash  men  who  entertain  othtr 
views,  are  no  more  respected  among  us  than  among  yourselvea, 

But  the  growth  and  extension  of  slavery  outside  of  State  limitB^ 
in  the  Territories  which  are  our  common  property,  present  a  veiy 
different  question.    If  the  North  permits  it  there,  to  that  extent 
it  becomes  responsible  for  slavery.    I  do  not  care  what  term  joa 
use  to  describe  the  feeling  of  the  North  in  relation  to  alaveij. 
One  gentleman  says  that  the  North  abhors  it,  and  the  use  of  Ae 
term  has  excited  much  comment.     I  may  be  still  more  unforta- 
nate,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  say  that  you  cannot  present  an  idei 
more  repulsive  to  the  northern  mind  or  the  northern  conadenee^ 
than  that  of  making  the  North  responsible  for  the  existence^  ei- 
pansion,  growth,  extension,  or  any  thing  else  relating  to  slavoy. 
Bight  or  wrong,  this  sentiment  has  taken  a  firm  hold  of  the 
northern  mind.     There  it  is,  and  it  must  be  taken  into  acoonnt 
in  every  proposition  which  depends  for  its  success  upon  the  actkvt 
of  the  North.     Sneering  at  it  will  do  no  good ;  abuse  wiD  only 
make  it  stronger.    You  cannot  legislate  it  put  of  existence 
From  this  time  forward,  as  long  as  the  nation  has  an  existence, 
you  must  expect  fhe  determined  opposition  of  the  North  to  the 
extension  of  slavery  into  free  territory.     If  your  proposals  rf 
amendment  involve  tAat,  we  may  accept  them.  Congress  fflsf 
propose  them,  the  South  may  adopt  them ;  but  the  answer  of  th^- 
North  to  them  all  will  be  an  emphatic,  a  detenniiied,  JTo  ! 

Mr.  GRANGER :— If  you  Republicans  will  let  us  go  to  tte-^ 
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people,  we  will  show  you  what  they  will  do.    I  think  I  under- 
stand the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  North. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN:— No  doubt.  The  gentleman  says  he 
supported  the  Bell  and  EvESFn  ticket.  The  record  of  his  State 
shows  to  what  extent  his  opinions  are  in  sympathy  with  those  of 
the  people  of  the  North. 

Mr.  President,  for  a  time  I  did  expect  profitable  results  from 
this  Conference.  As  I  watclicd  it  from  day  to  day,  it  seemed  to 
me  that  generally  the  States  had  been  very  fortunate  in  the  selec- 
tion of  their  representatives ;  that  few  of  extreme  opinions  had 
been  selected ;  and  that  such  a  body,  animated  by  common  love 
fiir  the  Union,  and  by  a  common  desire  to  secure  a  perpKituity  of 
its  blessings,  must  finally  come  to  an  agreement  whieli  would 
ntisfy  all ;  or  if  not,  to  an  agreement  in  whicli  all  would  ac- 
qoiesoe.  In  that  belief  I  had  determined  to  give  my  assent 
to  the  most  extreme  propositions  which  might  be  made  here,  that 
did  not  run  counter  to  the  position  of  my  State  u]K)n  tlie  ques- 
tion of  slavery  extension,  if  those  propositions  would  quiet  the 
eonntry  and  settle  our  present  difficulties. 

But  when  I  heard  it  announced  on  this  floor  that  the  proposi- 
tions contained  in  the  majority  report  even,  which  do  provide  for 
the  extension  of  slavery  into  the  Territories,  which  involve  a  di- 
rect constitutional  recognition  of  slavery  for  the  first  time,  which 
place  it  above  and  beyond  legislation,  which  take  it  out  of  the 
bands  of  posterity,  which  compel  the  North  to  pay  for  fugitives; 
md  when  I  heard  it  stated  that  even  these  were  not  enough  to 
latisfy  the  South,  that  Yii^nia  must  have  something  more, 
that  she  was  '^  solemnly  pledged  against  coercion,  that  she  would 
not  agree  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  people  upon  these  prop- 
ositionB,'^  then  hope  went  out  from  my  heart !  I  have  not  since 
had  any  expectation  that  much  good  would  come  from  our  delib- 
eratioBB. 

I  have  refrained  from  entering  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
Blavery.  I  have  refrained,  so  far  as  I  could,  from  re[>eating  what 
lias  been  better  said  by  others  than  I  could  say  it.  The  jKiint 
'^riuch  I  wish  to  press  upon  the  Conference  is  this :  Speaking  for 
one  State,  wefi'ankly  tell  you  that  she  will  not  enter  ujxjn  a  c^im- 
pomise  which  is  not  fair  and  mutual,  which  does  not  bind  both 
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But,  Bir,  although  I  have  thus  expressed  myseli^  I  do  not  at 
all  despair  of  the  Eepnblic  I  do  not  believe  that  a  dissolutioa 
or  destruction  of  this  Government  is  to  take  place.  Its  origin 
and  its  existence  have  been  characterized  by  too  many  signal 
interpositions  of  Providential  favor.  We  cannot  look  into  the 
future.  I  have  no  desire  to  do  so.  If  we  all  conscientiondy 
perform  our  prescribed  duties,  if  we  are  faithfiil  to  onnelveB, 
to  our  people  and  our  Constitution,  He  who  roles  the  natioiu 
will  take  care  of  the  rest.  It  may  be  that  the  clouds  which 
now  cover  our  horizon  will  be  swept  away,  carrying  with  them 
all  these  subjects  of  di£Sculty  and  danger,  which  alone  have 
troubled  the  quiet  and  the  prosperity  of  the  American  Union. 

Mr.  LOGAN : — Instead  of  dreaming,  like  Mr.  Field,  of  news 
from  the  seat  of  war,  and  of  marching  armies,  I  have  thought  Af 
a  country  through  which  annies  have  marched,  leaving  in  their 
track  the  desolation  of  a   desert.    I  have  thought  of  harveBti 
trampled  down — of  towTis  and  villages  once  the  seat  of  hap^ 
piness  and  prosperity,   reduced  to  heaps  of  smoking  ruinft-^ 
of  battle-fields  red  with  blood  which  has  been  shed  by  those 
who  ought  to  have  been  brothers — of  families  broken  up,  or  n- 
duced  to  poverty ;  of  widowed  wives,  of  orphan  children,  and  aS 
the  other  misfortunes  which  are  inseparably  connected  with  wir. 
This  is  the  picture  which  presents  itself  to  my  mind  every  dij 
and  every  hour.    It  is  a  picture  which  we  are  doomed  soon  to . 
witness  in  our  own  country,  unless  we  place  a  restraint  upon  omr 
passions,  forget  our  selfish  interests,  and  do  something  to  BaT9 
our  country. 

We  feel  these  things  deeply  in  the  Border  States.  The  pe^ 
pie  of  these  States  bear  the  most  intimate  relations  to  ead 
other.  They  are  closely  connected  in  business.  They  associite 
in  their  recreations  and  their  pleasures.  The  members  of » 
large  number  of  their  families  have  intermarried.  State  linffj 
except  for  legislative  purposes,  are  scarcely  thought  of.  The 
people  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  are  one  peopl^i 
having  an  identity  of  sympathy,  of  feeling,  and  of  interest 

We  have  in  the  West  a  section  of  country  known  as  the  dark- 
and  bloody  ground.    The  historical   incidents  connected  witb- 
it  are  of  the  most  sad  and  mournful  character.     There  is  bnriec^ 
under  it  an  ancestor  of  almost  every  family  descended  from  th^ 
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early  settlers  of  the  West  Bnt  this  ground  is  limited  in  ex- 
tent. If  we  are  to  plunge  this  country  into  civil  war— if  wo 
are  to  go  on  exasperatiyg  the  sections  until  they  take  up  arms 
against  each  other,  then  shall  wo  make  a  dark  and  bloody  ground 
of  all  the  Border  States.  We  shall  desolate  all  their  fields,  and 
cany  sorrow  and  mourning  into  every  family  within  their  limits. 

Should  we  not  have  a  deep  interest  in  avoiding  war  ?  Should 
we  not  labor  with,  and  entreat  the  people  of  all  sections  to  help 
us  avoid  it  I  If  it  comes,  we  are  to  be  the  sufferers.  Upon  (mr 
heads  the  ruin  must  fall.  T7e  cannot  and  will  not  talk  about 
abstractions  now.  We  are  impelled  by  every  consideration  to  do 
all  we  can  to  settle  our  differences,  and  keep  off  the  evil  day  that 
brings  civil  war  upon  our  happy  and  prosperous  country,  and  to 
prevent  the  devastation  of  that  country. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  earnest  words  to  my  brother  Republicans. 
You  object  to  these  propositions  because  they  are  pressed  just 
now  when  the  new  administration  is  coming  into  power.  You 
say  that  there  is  no  need  of  them,  and  that  they  involve  submis- 
sion on  your  part,  as  a  condition  of  your  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
the  victory  you  have  won.  Let  me  assure  you  that  no  one  labor- 
ed harder  for  the  triumph  of  Mr.  Lincoln  than  myself;  I  exerted 
what  little  influence  I  had;  I  paid  my  money  to  secure  his  elec- 
tion ;  I  now  wish  to  give  him  an  honorable  administration.  I 
leUeve  he  will  make  a  good  President,  and  I  wisli  to  give  him  a 
united  country  to  rule.  This  can  only  be  done  by  a  settlement 
of  our  troubles.  No  one  will  rejoice  over  that  settlement  moro 
than  Mr.  Linooln. 

Fellow  Eepublicans,  the  only  way  that  opens  before  us  now 
to  settle  them  is,  by  adopting  the  report  of  the  committee ;  by 
permitting  the  people  to  adopt  it.  Can  you,  dare  you,  refuse  to 
let  these  propositions  go  to  the  people  ?  Dare  you  stand  between 
the  people  and  these  propositions  ? 

I  would  appeal  to  you  on  another  ground.  Eemcmber  that 
it  is  the  minority  that  is  asking  for  these  guarantees.  You  are 
just  coming  into  power.  The  country  has  approved  of  your  ac- 
tion in  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  You  can  afford  to  be  liberal. 
Xaberality  is  a  noble  trait  in  any  character,  whether  it  be  that 
of  an  individual  or  political  party. 

There  are  reasons  why  the  South  should  be  apprehensive 
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now.  The  organizations  of  the  old  Whig  and  Democratic  parties 
had  nothing  sectional  in  them.  There  were  no  resolntioiiB  in 
their  platforms  which  conld  give  the  Sonth  any  cause  of  alamu 
The  contest  between  these  parties  did  not  involve  any  sectioiud 
interests  whatever.  Now,  it  is  undeniable  that  the  organizadoiL 
of  the  Republican  party  was  brought  about  by  the  agitation  of  the 
slavery  question  in  its  various  forms. 

It  is  not  strange  to  me  that  the  success  of  that  party  in  liie 
late  election  should  be  misconstrued  and  misunderstood  by  the 
South,  and  that  the  people  there  should  be  apprehensive  for  the 
result. 

If  the  Missouri  Compromise  had  not  been  repealed  we  should 
not  have  found  ourselves  in  our  present  condition.  It  was  the 
repeal  of  that  compromise  that  brought  the  Republican  party 
into  power.  The  masses  of  the  people  do  not  sympathize  wilh 
extremists  on  either  side.  The  Republican  party  took  the  mid- 
dle ground,  and  thus  rendered  itself  acceptable  to  them. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  came  the  KanaiB 
agitation.  In  this  the  North  was  right  and  the  South  was  wrong; 
Slavery  was  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  an  unwilling  people 
They  resisted — the  American  people  always  will  resist  injustioa 
The  excitement  pervaded  the  whole  country.  Sympathy  was 
excited  for  Kansas,  and  properly  enough.  This  excitement  bene- 
fited the  Republican  party — it  injured  all  others.  It  over 
whelmed  all  other  considerations.  The  aspect  of  the  alaveiy 
question  was  remembered  in  Kansas ;  elsewhere  it  was  foi^gottea. 

In  this  way,  was  the  Republican  party  brought  into  power. 
I  say  now  that  if  the  Union  is  dissolved,  that  party  will  be  po- 
sponsible ;  responsible,  as  that  party  has  now  the  power  to  pre- 
vent it. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  who  has  put  his  argument  'i^ 
a  very  ingenious  way,  insists  that  before  the  North  is  called  upc^^ 
to  act  on  these  propositions,  that  the  South  ought  to  deda*:^ 
whether  she  will  be  satisfied  with  them.  I  do  not  think  so. 
am  perfectly  aware  of  the  difficulties  under  which  the  Rep^s^ 
sentatives  of  the  slave  States  are  laboring.  They  cannot  i 
this  question.  Let  the  gentleman  remember,  when  he  pr 
this  point  so  hard,  and  with  such  apparent  candor,  that  even  ^^^ 
wiU  not  undertake  to  answer  for  New  England.    More  th^^ 
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that,  he  denies  the  authority  of  those  who  undertake  to  answer 
for  the  North.  I  do  not  believe  the  gentleman  is  very  extreme 
in  his  opinions ;  but  let  him  remember  that  the  South  should  be 
treated  fairly,  and  that  she  is  placed  in  circumstances  of  peculiar 
embarrassment.  It  raised  the  hair  upon  ISepublican  heads  when 
they  were  told  that  Virginia  had  presented  her  ultimatum.  Now 
complaint  is  made  that  she  has  not  done  so,  and  that  she  will  not 
flay  what  will  satisfy  her. 

I  feel  that  I  have  no  interest  in  this  question,  except  the  in- 
terest of  a  citizen.  I  have  no  special  interest  in  it.  I  ask  noth* 
nig  of  politics,  but  I  do  feel  for  my  country.  I  may  be  wrong. 
I  do  not  claim  infallibility ;  but  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  ought  not  to  adopt  these  proposals.  I  cannot 
flee  any  practical  injury  to  the  North  in  them,  and  I  can  see 
mnch  benefit  to  the  South. 

The  North  is  vitally  interested  in  the  preservation  of  peace, 
m  the  preservation  of  her  commerce,  and  other  relations  with 
tke  South.  These  relations  cannot  be  broken  up  without  great 
injury  to  the  Northern  people.  My  heart  would  rejoice  if  we 
eoold  think  alike  upon  these  propositions,  and  adopt  them  with 
a  degree  of  unanimity  that  would  give  them  weight  with  the 
eoontry. 

I  would  not  assail  the  motives  of  gentlemen.  Doubtless  there 
are  men  who  honestly  believe  that  such  a  proposition  ought  only 
to  be  considered  in  a  General  Convention.  In  my  judgment  such 
a  Convention  would  be  utterly  useless.  It  would  lead  to  endless 
discnsBion,  which  would  not  be  conducted  with  the  decorum  that 
characterizes  these  proceedings.    It  would  amount  to  nothing. 

No,  gentlemen,  there  is  a  better  way  than  that.  Let  us  have 
no  General  Convention,  but  let  us  induce  Congress  to  submit  our 
propositions  at  once  to  the  people.  In  no  other  way,  in  my 
jadgment,  can  we  avoid  the  disunion  that  threatens  us.  In  no 
other  way  can  the  country  be  saved  in  her  present  peril. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  North  Carolina:—* 

*  The  fpeecfa  of  ICr.  Datis  ib,  I  beUeve,  the  only  one  delivered  in  the  Conference 
vUdi  I  did  not  hear,  and  of  which  I  did  not  preserve  minatcs  more  or  less  full.  The 
rason  for  the  omiesion  was  this :  The  morning  session  iras  protracted  until  a  late 
boor,  and  the  labor  of  reporting  the  remarks  of  the  members  had  been  very  serero. 
The  evening  seeuon  commenced  with  some  observations  of  my  own;  and  after  report* 
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Mr.  OETH:— Mr.  President,  I  have  thus  far  avoided  any 
participation  in  the  general  discussion  of  questions  which  have, 
claimed  the  attention  of  this  Conference.  My  purpose  has  been 
to  give  a  calm  and  careful  attention  to  whatever  may  be  offered 
for  our  consideration;  to  hear  with  unbiassed  judgment  the 
grievances  which  are  the  subject  of  complaint,  and  to  afford 
redress,  if  redress  be  necessary. 

Virginia,  rich  in  her  patriotism  of  the  past,  rich  in  her  historic 
treasures,  has  called  upon  her  sisters  to  convene  and  consult  with 
reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Union,  and  the  matters  which 
are  supposed  to  threaten  our  future  peace  and  welfare.  Indiana 
heard  and  heeded  that  call.  To  her  it  was  as  the  voice  of  a 
mother  to  her  child.  It  was  a  voice  which  none  of  the  States  of 
the  great  Northwest — carved  out  of  that  vast  domain  which  Vi^ 
ginia  granted  to  the  United  States  as  the  common  property  of 
all — could  fail  to  hear  with  favor.  If  dangers  threaten  the  com- 
mon welfare,  if  the  future  peace  of  this  land  is  to  be  disturbed, 
it  was  well  for  Virginia,  as  in  other  days  of  danger,  to  sound  the 
alarm,  and  invite  a  general  council.  In  pursuance' of  that  call, 
Indiana  is  here,  and  here  to  listen.  She  feels  conscious  that  she 
has  by  no  act  of  hers  infringed  upon  the  rights  of  any  of  her 
sister  States;  that  she  has  been  faithful  to  her  constitutional 
obligations — seeking  for  notliing  but  what  was  right,  and  ever 
ready  to  remedy  any  wrong.  Occupying  this  position,  her  rep- 
resentatives on  this  floor  would  be  derelict  in  their  duty  if  ihey 

ing  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Looan,  which  followed  mine,  I  found  myself  hi  such  a  ooa* 
dition  of  physical  exhaustion  that  I  was  obliged  to  retire  to  my  room.  It  was  during 
this  temporary  absence  that  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Dayis  were  made.  I  was  hifonned 
that  his  speech  was  very  animated  and  in  excellent  tempei^— that  he  took  the  poatiaa 
that  North  Carolina  was  loyal  to  the  Union,  but  that  he  fully  concurred  with  the 
Southern  States  in  the  necessity  of  demanding  constitutional  guarantees ;  and  that  if 
these  were  not  given,  her  relations  were  such  with  South  Carolina  and  the  Gulf  States 
that,  however  much  she  might  regret  the  necessity,  she  could  not  do  otherwise  than  to 
leave  the  Union  and  unite  her  future  with  those  of  the  seceded  States. 

I  have  been  unable  to  communicate  by  letter  with  any  of  the  members  represeotin^ 
the  States  now  in  insurrection.  As  Mr.  Davis  was  the  only  representative  from  North 
Carolina  who  entered  into  a  genera]  discussion  of  the  reports  of  the  mijoritj  and 
minority  of  the  Committee  of  One  from  each  State,  I  was  the  more  desirous  of  securing 
some  report  of  his  remarks.  But  in  all  the  material  which  has  been  furnished  me,  bf 
the  many  members  with  whom  I  have  corresponded,  I  find  that  none  of  them  presemd 
notes  of  his  speech. 
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attempted  to  assume  any  other,  or  to  pursne  any  conrse  of  action 
inconsistent  therewith. 

What,  then,  in  all  candor,  are  the  grievances  of  some  of  our 
sister  States,  as  presented  by  their  delegated  authority  to  this 
Conference?  Nothing  of  a  tangible  nature  calling  for  practical 
and  definite  action.  A  deliberative  body  ought  not  to  act  upon 
the  fears  or  imaginations  of  those  desiring  such  action.  The 
mere  election  of  President  of  the  United  States  by  the  votes  of 
the  northern  portion  of  this  Union,  affords  no  just  ground  of 
oomplaint.  That  election  is  valid,  being  in  strict  conformity 
with  all  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution.  The  peculiar 
notions  or  political  opinions  of  that  President  cannot  be  the 
ground  of  a  just  complaint,  so  long  as  these  opinions  in  their 
practical  operations  do  not  interfere  with  or  contravene  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Constitution.  Tlie  opinions  and  principles  of  the 
President  elect,  however  obnoxious  they  may  be  to  any  portion 
of  the  people  of  this  Union,  are  harmless  so  long  as  his  political 
opponents  have  in  their  control  the  legislative  and  judicial  de- 
pifftments  of  the  Government.  The  question  of  slavery  in  the 
Territories,  if  ever  any  real  cause  of  grievance  to  any  portion  of 
the  Union,  is  in  process  of  final  settlement,  and  will  be  settled 
before  the  close  of  the  present  Congress  in  a  manner  acceptable 
to  a  large  majority  of  the  American  people.  What,  then,  is  left  ? 
"Personal  Liberty  bills"  in  some  of  the  States;  and  these  are 
being  repealed  as  rapidly  as  possible;  and  so  far  as  practical 
results  are  concerned,  they  have  been  a  dead  letter  on  the 
statute  books  ever  since  theif  enactment. 

The  non-enforcement  of  the  fugitive  slave  law.  The  history 
of  the  country  since  the  year  of  its  enactment  clearly  shows  that 
no  law  among  the  national  statutes  has  received  more  prompt 
and  vigorous  execution,  notwitlistanding  its  exceedingly  odious 
features.  Here,  then,  is  the  list  of  grievances,  or  I  might  more 
properly  say  supposed  grievances ;  and  for  a  failure  to  redress 
ihem,  this  Government  is  threatened  with  civil  war.  To  justify 
this  unnatural. and  diabolical  resort  to  arms,  the  chimera  of 
"State  sovereignty"  is  invoked.  And  what  is  State  sovereignty? 
The  gentleman  fi'om  North  Carolina  has  endeavored  to  enforce 
this  doctrine,  and  deduce  from  certain  premises,  the  right  of  a 
State,  when  she  feels  herself  aggrieved,  to  secede  from  her  sister 
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States,  and  assume  an  independent  position  and  a  separate 
nationality.  The  fallacy  of  the  gentleman's  position,  in  fact  the 
fallacy  of  the  doctrine  of  "  State  rights,"  and  the  deductiong 
made  therefrom  by  the  school  of  politicians  and  statesmen  to 
which  the  gentleman  belongs,  arises  from  confounding  the  temia 
State  rights  and  State  sovereignty,  and  nsing  these  as  thou^ 
they  were  convertible  terms.  The  several  States  of  this  Union 
possess  certain  rights  clearly  defined,  and  known  and  understood 
by  the  reader  of  American  political  history.  Subject  to  the 
restrictions  of  the  national  Constitution,  they  have  the  right  to 
establish,  regulate,  and  control  their  internal  police  and  entire 
polity  so  far  as  it  affects  the  persons  and  property  subject  to 
their  jurisdiction ;  to  regulate  trade,  commerce,  contracts,  mar- 
riage, the  acquisition,  possession,  control,  and  disposal  of  real  and 
personal  property ;  also  the  assessing  and  collecting  of  taxes,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue. 

These  are  some  of  the  main  riglits  belonging  to  the  States  as 
such,  but  these  do  not  in  any  just  sense  constitute  sovereignty. 
The  several  States  of  the  Union  are  not  now  and  never  hxn 
been  sovereign  States.  They  never  possessed  the  right  to  d^ 
clare  war,  to  make  peace,  to  coin  money,  to  enter  into  treitj 
with  nations,  and  none  of  them  ever  endeavored  or  attempted  to 
exercise  any  such  rights  as  these.  These  are  attributes  of  bot- 
ereignty,  as  laid  down  by  writers  upon  the  laws  of  nations^  and 
recognized  as  such  by  the  civilized  world.  Examine  the  history 
of  your  several  States,  and  tell  mc  whether  in  any  one  of  thcaai 
any  act  or  fact  can  be  found  which  would  entitle  either  of  then 
at  any  time,  past  or  present,  to  bo  recognized  as  sovereign  inde- 
pendent nations  ? 

Mr.  EUFFIN : — ^Will  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  penmt 
me  to  inform  him  that  during  the  Eevolutionary  War,  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a  navy,  and  at  the 
close  of  hostilities  she  transferred  her  vessels  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  OKTII : — ^I  thank  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
for  the  interruption,  and  for  the  allusion  to  the  local  history  of 
his  State,  of  which  I  was  not  before  aware. 

There,  then,  we  have  a  single  instance  of  one  of  the  States 
taking  one  step  toward  sovereignty,  by  the  establishing  of  a  navy. 
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I  belieye  this  is  the  only  instance  now  remembered,  and  this 
instance  affords  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  the  position 
I  assume  and  am  endeavoring  to  enforce.  North  Carolina,  it 
aeems,  had  taken  one  step  toward  sovereignty ;  and  yet  upon  the 
adoption  of  our  national  Constitution,  upon  the  creation  of  the 
only  sovereign  Government  in  tl^s  Union,  the  Government  of  the 
Union,  she  transfers  to  that  sovereign  her  infant  navy ;  she  re- 
linqnishes  her  only  attribute  of  sovereignty — if  such  it  be — to 
the  United  States,  and  merges  herself  with  her  sister  States  into 
that  Union  of  States  which  has  hitherto  been  our  boast  and  pride, 
as  well  as  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

The  several  propositions  now  pending  before  us  do  not  meet 
my  approbation,  and  cannot  receive  my  support.  They  are  in 
tlie  shape  of  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  are  all  in  the 
interest  of  slavery,  seeking  to  strengthen  that  institution,  and  to 
give  it  an  importance  far  beyond  what  the  fathers  were  willing 
to  concede.  While  the  North  is  willing  to  recognize  and  enforce 
the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  toucliing  the  various  aspects 
of  the  slavery  question,  so  nominated  in  the  bond,  they  feel  un- 
willing to  grant  new  guarantees  to  a  system  which  tlie  civilized 
world  is  beginning  to  hold  in  detestation,  and  which  is  inimical 
to  free  institutions,  and  the  only  subject  of  contention  that  will 
ever  seriously  disturb  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  Union.  I 
am  opposed  to  the  proposition  before  us:  First,  because  the  griev- 
ances complained  of  are  not  of  that  serious  character  requiring 
any  amendment  of  our  fundamental  laws.  Secondly,  because  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  linnly  believing  that  no 
good  reason  exists  for  its  change,  and  that  an  honest  adherenco 
to  its  wise  provisions  is  our  surest  guarantee  for  real  or  supposed 
grievances,  and  that  the  present  of  all  times  is  the  most  unpro- 
pitions  moment  to  attempt  any  change  or  modification.  Party 
politics  in  all  their  embittered  madness  rule  the  hour,  but  calm 
times  and  cool  heads  will  be  required  whenever  the  American 
people  desire  to  enter  upon  so  hazardous  an  experiment.  Let 
the  Constitution  remain ;  it  has  hitherto  been,  and  will  continue 
to  be,  the  palladium  of  our  rights,  the  sheet  anchor  of  our  safety. 
Thirdly,  under  no  state  of  circumstances  that  can  possibly  arise 
among  us  as  a  people,  will  I  ever  consent,  by  word,  thought,  or 
deed,  to  do  any  thing  to  strengthen  the  institution  of  slavery.    I 
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T^ard  it  as  an  evO  which  all  good  men  fihonld  deBire  to  Bet 
totally  eradicated;  and  I  hope  for  the  day  to  dawn  speedily 
when^  thronghont  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  freedom 
shall  be  enjoyed  by  every  human  being,  withont  reference  to 
caste,  color,  or  nationality.    While  I  am  willing  to  tolerate  ita 
existence  where  it  now  is.  I  am  unwilling  to  extend  its  boun- 
daries a  single  inch,  and  will  not  give  it  any  guarantee,  protection, 
or  encouragement,  save  what  it  can  exact  by  the  strict  letter  of 
the  fundamental  law.     Beyond  that  I  will  never  go;  beyond 
that  Indiana  will  never  go:  and  to  this,  gentlemen  from  tlw 
other  side  had  as  well  become  reconciled.    It  is  the  neplua  yltra 
of  the  American  people,  and  to  that  they  wiU  adhere  through  all 
coming  time.     If.  in  consequence  of  this  position,  the  founda- 
tions of  society  are  to  be  broken  up,  civil  war  inaugurated,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  Government  attempted,  you  must  remem- 
ber we  are  standing  upon  the  Constitution,  in  favor  of  sustaining 
the  laws  of  the  land,  denying  the  existence  of  any  real  griev- 
ance; and  standing  thus  with  that  consciousness   of  strength 
which  integrity  impartis  you  must  strike  the  first  blow,  cit» 
the  Rubicon,  commit  the  foul  and  damning  crime  of  treason, 
and  bring  upon  your  people  ruin,  devastation,  and  destruction, 
and  call  down  upon  your  guilty  heads  the  curses  of  your  chil- 
dren and  the  disapprobation  of  the  civilized  world ! 

Mr.  BRONSOX : — For  what  purpose  was  this  Conference 
calleil  i    Why  have  we  come  here?    I  suppose  we  are  here  to  do 
something,  to  accomplish  something.     If  we  are  only  here  to 
make  speoi-hes,  and  not  to  arrive  at  conclusions,  our  mission  is 
useless.     The  greater  portion  of  the  debate  hitherto  has  been 
made  up  of  set  speeches,  all  like  the  circumlocution  office  in 
one  of  Dickens'  novels,  showing  "  how  not  to  do  it."    I  am  not 
in  favor  of  pursuing  this  course  any  longer.     Let  us  talk  the 
subject  over  like  business  men,  in  a  sensible  way,  and  then  come 
to  a  vote.     I  tliink  we   may  do   something  which  will   prove 
effectual,  and  I  hope  we  shall.    My  political  opinions  are  well 
known.    For  more  than  forty  years  I  have  belonged  to  one  polit- 
ical party.     I  did  not  come  here  to  speak.    I  did  not  intend  to 
speak  at  all,  and  shall  now  only  submit  a  few  observations. 

I  hail  from  the  old  Democratic  party.     The  most  of  you  are 
members  of  the  opposition.    I  do  not  know  how  or  why  I  was  se- 


KKyARKfl    OF    KB.    BBONSON.  265 

lected  as  one  of  the  delegates  from  New  York.  I  do  not  even  know 
Jk>w  the  vote  of  that  delegation  will  stand  on  these  proposals  of 
■Qiendment.  I  suppose  the  dominant  party  has  taken  care  to 
•end  a  majority  of  its  members.  If  I  was  a  mere  politician,  I 
4o  not  know  but  I  should  be  in  favor  of  breaking  up  the  Confer- 
'BUse,  and  of  doing  nothing ;  but  being  only  a  Democrat,  I  de- 
tiie  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  blessings  of  a  good  Constitution 
Bud  a  good  Government. 

The  country  has  become  disquieted.    Its  peace  has  been  dis- 
turbed by  the  acts  of  ])oliticians.    Many  have  become  disgusted 
With  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  and  are  unwilling  to  act  or 
vote.    A  large  portion  of  our  people  have  become  alarmed. 
They  think  their  rights  have  been  invaded.    Some  of  the  States 
have  gone.    GOD  knows  whether  they  will  ever  come  back  again. 
If  we  act  wisely,  perhaps  tliey  may.     But  there  is  occasion  enough 
for  alarm.    I  have  felt  alarmed  for  a  long  time.     One  way  sug- 
gested to  get  these  States  back  is  by  conquest.     But  what  are 
we  to  do  with  a  conquered  State  ?    Shall  wo  establish  a  mil- 
itaiy  despotism  over  it  ? 

We  all  have  the  right  to  express  our  opinions,  and  I  will 
express  mine.  There  are  eight  other  slave  States  whoso  con- 
dition is  to  be  considered.  If  we  do  not  act  here,  \n\l  they  not 
leave  us  and  join  their  sisters  ?  I  hope  they  will  not.  I  would 
not  raise  my  voice  in  this  Conference,  if  it  were  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inducing  them  to  stay. 

Virginia,  that  noble  old  Commonwealth,  has  invited  us  to- 
gether. She  proposes  the  Chittenden  resolutions,  and  asks  us  to 
consider  them.  Now  she  is  charged  with  standing  in  the  way  of 
the  Government.  This  is  not  true.  Blessed  arc  the  peace- 
makers, and  the  position  of  Virginia  in  this  matter  is  that  of  a 
peace-maker.    I  thank  her  for  bringing  us  together. 

Two-thirds  of  the  speeches  here  have  been  made  by  those 
of  a  political  party  to  whicli  I  never  belonged.  I  do  not  un- 
derstand either  their  purposes  or  wishes.  Perliaps  I  may  be 
behind  the  times.  I  have  not  been  actually  engaged  in  poli- 
tics for  more  than  twenty-five  yeairs.  During  a  large  part  of 
that  time  I  have  been  engaged,  in  my  humble  way,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  the  State  I  here  in  part  represent.  I 
do  not  know  but  I  may  be  falling  into  the  common  fault  of  mak- 
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ing  a  speech.  If  I  do,  you  muBt  check  me.  Again  I  say,  1 
thank  Virginia  for  her  invitation.  Wliy  should  we  not  confer 
together?  Six  or  seven  States — ^no  matter  which — are  gone.  If 
nothing  is  done,  eight  or  nine  others  will  follow,  and  other  di- 
visions will  come  as  a  matter  of  necessity.  Ehode  Island — pa- 
triotic Ehode  Island — will  not  go  with  New  England  in  tim 
Conference.  She  will  not  separate  from  her  southern  sistenL 
Connecticut,  I  think,  will  not  stay,  and  New  York,  I  believe^ 
wiU  stand  with  the  South. 

How  is  it,  or  why  is  it,  that  wc  should  do  nothing  ?  Why 
should  we  break  up  and  go  home  ?  Have  not  all  the  States  aak- 
ed  us  to  come  here  and  do  this  work  ?  Why  did  their  l^isla- 
tures  take  the  trouble  to  send  us  here  ?  All  this  circumlocution 
might  have  better  been  done  at  home. 

Will  a  Convention  answer  the  purpose,  when  another  Con- 
federacy has  been  formed  in  our  very  midst  ?  It  would  be  two 
years  at  least  before  any  thing  could  be  accomplished  by  a  Con- 
vention, and  then  it  would  be  too  late.  We  all  know  how  dde- 
gates  to  such  a  Convention  are  elected.  We  all  know  how  much 
time  would  be  consumed  before  the  Convention  could  meet 
I  say  we  cannot  bear  the  delay.  I  ask  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Baldwin)  of  Connecticut  whether  he  thinks  it  would  be  safe  to 
delay. 

Mr.  BALDWIN : — I  think  it  is  always  safe  to  follow  tho 
Constitution.     I  think  we  can  follow  the  example  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CLAY : — I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut that  the  representatives  of  Kentucky  are  here  to  speak 
for  her.  • 

Mr.  BEONSON : — Kentucky  has  sent  delegates  to  this  Con- 
vention since  she  passed  the  resolutions  to  which  the  genUeman 
refers.  I  think  we  cannot  stand  upon  the  ground  taken  in  these 
resolutions.  I  do  not  believe  Kentucky  herself  would  be  satisfied 
with  them  now. 

It  is  strange  to  sec  gentlemen  so  cool  and  apathetic  under 
such  circumstances.  Is  no  one  alanncd  for  the  safety  of  the 
old  flag  about  which  so  much  is  said  ?  Can  the  Border  States 
stay  with  us  when  their  brethren  are  gone  ?  If  the  action  of 
the  North  in  relation  to  slavery  is  such  as  to  drive  out  South 
Carolina,  can  Delaware  and  the  other  Border  States  remain ! 
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For  one,  I  do  not  wisli  to  put  tliis  Constitution  into  tlie  Lands 
of  a  General  Convention.  "Wlio  can  tell  what  sncli  a  convention 
wonld  do  with  the  Constitution  j  what  it  would  do  with  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court,  under  which  so  many  of  the  vexa- 
tious questions  have  been  settled !  It  would  be  worse  tlian  at- 
tempting to  settle  our  differences  in  a  town  meeting.  I  would 
hesitate  long  before  I  would  submit  such  questions  to  a  conven- 
tion. Before  they  could  be  settled  in  that  way,  the  Union 
would  be  gone  forever.  The  process  would  be  too  slow.  I 
have  nothing  to  gain  in  this  matter.  My  only  wish  is  to  spend 
my  few  remaining  days  in  the  United  States,  and  to  transmit 
the  blessings  of  our  Government  to  my  children. 

Some  of  the  Eepublican  members  here  subordinate  their  plat- 
form to  their  country.  I  commend  them  for  it ;  these  are  noble 
sentiments.  Men  should  abandon  platforms  when  they  tend  to 
destroy  the  country.  I  concur  in  the  sentiments  of  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  uttered  this  morning.  They  also  are  noble 
sentiments. 

I  venerate  our  Constitution.  When  made,  it  was  equal  to 
any  ever  framed.  Nothing  short  of  Almighty  Wisdom  could 
have  framed  a  better.  But  was  it  given  to  human  wisdom,  to 
WASHUfOTON  and  Madison,  to  foresee  all  the  events  of  the  future  ? 
The  Constitution  has  held  us  together  for  three-fourths  of  a  cen- 
tury ;  that  is  a  wonder  in  itself;  but  its  makers  did  not  foresee 
this  day — a  day  when  Freedom  itself  was  in  danger  of  perislung. 

Why  this  hesitation  about  amending  the  Constitution  ?  New 
York  accepted  it  reluctantly,  and  only  ratified  it  upon  the  as- 
surance that  it  should  be  amended  as  she  proposed.  It  is  not  so 
holy  a  thing  now,  that  it  may  not  be  amended.  Washington, 
you  must  remember,  signed  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  of  1793,  as 
well  as  the  Constitution. 

We  are  told  by  gentlemen  from  New  York  and  Connecticut 

(Mr.  NoYES  and  Mr.  Baldwin),  that  the  action  proposed  here  is 

unconstitutional.    It  docs  not  become  these  gentlemen  to  raise 

this  objection.     There  was  never  an  amendment  of  the  State 

Constitutions,  in  either  of  the  States  they  represent,  adopted,  that 

was  not  brought  before  the  peoi)le  in  substantially  the  same  way. 

Much  has  been  said  here  about  modem  civilization  and  the 
spirit  of  the  age.    It  is  said  that  these  are  hostile  to  slavery. 
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Suppose  they  are  ?  What  have  we  to  do  with  them  ?  Tl 
ample  of  England,  also,  haB  been  referred  to,  as  well  as  tl 
France.  True,  they  have  abolished  slavery  by  name,  bn1 
have  imported  apprentices  from  Africa,  and  Coolies  from 
and  have  placed  them  under  the  worst  form  of  slaver 
known.  England  tolerates  slavery  in  her  mining  districts 
in  a  worse  form  than  that  existing  in  the  Southern  Statea 
has  millions  in  India  worse  off  than  slaves.  She  has  be 
greatest  land  robber  on  the  earth.  She  has  contributed 
support  of  the  Juggernaut,  and  has  forced  the  Chinese  at  the 
of  the  bayonet  to  eat  opium.  Do  you  forget  that  she  ruin 
capitol  in  this  city,  and  blew  it  up,  in  1814:  ?  I  do  not  d« 
virtues,  but  I  do  not  care  to  follow  her  example. 

Our  fathers  said  slavery  was  strictly  a  State  institutia 
they  would  not  meddle  with  it  by  the  Constitution, 
doctrine  is  true  now.    The  Union  cannot  be  preserved 
interfere  with  the  institutions  of  the  States. 

I  will  not  stop  to  refer  to  the  Missouri  Compromise,  < 
compromises  of  1850  and  1854.  I  will  only  say  that  the 
understood  these  to  settle  the  slavery  questionj  and  profcE 
agree  not  to  meddle  with  slavery  hereafter  in  the  States, 
the  cry  of  freedom  was  raised,  and  its  new  apostles,  durii 
last  campaign,  went  through  the  land  preaching  destruct 
slavery.  What  did  they  mean  but  that  slavery  was  to  be  af 
at  every  possible  point?  Tliis  doctrine  was  involved  in 
platforms,  and  advocated  in  their  speeches.  They  colled 
the  bad  things  ever  said  about  slavery,  whether  true  or  u 
and  published  them.  The  purpose  to  assail  the  institutic 
everywhere  owned. 

I  wish  to  say  a  word  about  the  Territories.  What 
harm  would  be  done  if  all  the  Territories  were  thrown  oj 
slavery  ?  By  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
Scott  case,  they  are  open  already.  But  in  the  greater  p 
them  slavery  cannot  exist  at  all.  New  Mexico  has  a  slave 
So  have  the  Cherokee  and  other  Indian  tribes ;  and  yet  s 
does  not  and  cannot  flourish  among  them.  It  cannot 
head  against  the  obstacles  which  oppose  it,  and  yet  yo 
atta6k  it  even  there.    K  you  do  so,  civil  war  is  inevitable. 

But  what  mischief  is  done  if  slavery  does  go  into  the 
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tonest  It  will  not  add  another  to  the  d^aded  race  of  Afiricans. 
It  18  a  blessing  to  the  slave  if  he  may  be  permitted  to  go  with 
Lii  master  into  these  new  Territories.  In  the  old  slave  States 
he  IB  compelled  to  work  in  gangs  nnder  the  whip  of  a  driver, 
with  no  one  to  look  after  his  health  or  comfort.  Take  him  into 
one  of  these  new  Territories,  and  there  are  one  hundred  white 
men  and  women  to  protect  each  individual  of  his  race,  and  to 
■ee  that  he  suffers  no  wrong.  It  is  a  blessing  to  take  him  out 
of  the  plantation  gangs,  and  to  place  him  in  a  new  country. 
Then  why  not  let  him  go  there  and  live  in  peace?  Tour  zeal 
to  exclude  slavery  from  the  Territories  only  injures  the  African 
noei  If  there  is  a  good  substantial  reason  for  this  exclusion  I 
iball  be  glad  to  hear  it.  Up  to  this  time  I  have  heard  no  good 
Mson  stated.  Although  I  have  declared  myself  a  Democrat,  in 
flv  Conference  I  am  no  party  man.  Show  me  any  good  reason 
Arnot  adopting  these  proposals  of  amendment  and  I  will  oppose 
tkm.  But  until  that  reason  is  shown  they  will  receive  my 
i>I^rt.  So  far  as  I  can  judge,  no  argument  has  been  proposed 
kre  against  these  propositions  which  is  not  of  a  partisan 
dttiacter. 

The  rights  which  the  slave  States  now  ask  to  have  us  recog- 
■ue,  are  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Constitution  as  it  now  stands. 
W*  are  giving  them  nothing  new.  Every  lawyer  is  familiar 
Viih  the  rule  of  constitutional  construction,  that  all  the  rights 
W  expressly  granted  to  the  General  Government  are  reserved  to 
fl>6  States.  Let  us  carry  this  principle  into  effect  now.  It  is 
d  that  we  are  asked  to  do.  Let  us  do  something.  Let  us 
ttsend  these  propositions ;  make  them  as  unobjectionable  as  we 
^  and  send  them  to  Congress.  Let  us  urge  Congress  and  the 
Mntry  to  adopt  them.  In  their  adoption  there  is  safety ;  there 
^  great  danger  in  their  rejection. 

Hr.  Pollock  obtained  the  floor,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  the 
^^m&renoe  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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FIFTEENTH    DAT. 
Washington,  Fetoay,  Firruary  22dj  1861. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  President  Ttleb,  iB 
10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Eev.  Dr.  Susra*— 

X.AND. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved-— 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  :— It  will  be  necessary  that  some  plan  bs 
adopted  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Conference,  and  of  print- 
ing the  Journal.  I  move  the  appointment,  by  the  Preadenfc, 
of  a  committee  of  three  to  take  those  subjects  into  consideratioiB* 

The  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  President  appointed  Mr- 
JoHKSON,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Pollock,  and  Mr.  Gbanges  as  such 
committ.ee. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK:— I  have  an  amendment  in  three  secticw 
which  I  shall  offer  to  the  report  of  the  committee.  I  ask  th«* 
it  may  be  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  read  H 
follows : 

Strike  out  Section  8,  and  insert  the  three  following: 

Sec.  8.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  regulate,  aholish,  or  control 
within  any  State  the  relations  estahlished  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thenot 
touching  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  therein. 

Ssa  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  discharge  any  person  hS  ^ 
service  or  labor  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  laws  thereof^  fio0 
such  service  or  labor,  or  to  impair  any  rights  pcrtmning  to  that  rektioD 
under  tlio  laws  now  in  force  witliin  the  said  District,  while  such  reUtioo 
shall  exist  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  without  the  consent  of  said  State,  vA 
of  those  to  whom  the  service  or  labor  is  due,  or  maldng  to  them  just  com- 
pensation therefor;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  prohibit  memberarf 
Congress,  and  officers  of  the  Federal  Government  whose  duties  require  tl«*^ 
to  bo  in  said  District,  from  bringing  with  them,  retaining,  and  taking  »*•? 
persons  so  held  to  service  or  labor;  nor  the  power  to  impair  or  aboliflbtli^ 
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persons  owing  senrice  or  labor  in  places  under  the  excladve 
of  the  United  States,  within  those  States  and  Territories  where 
ns  are  established  or  recognized  by  law. 

Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  trans- 
f  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
es,  to  any  State  or  Territory  thereof,  where  the  same  obligation 
to  labor  or  service  is  established  or  recognized  by  law ;  and  the 
5  such  transportation,  by  sea  or  river,  of  touching  at  ports,  shores, 
gs,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist;  nor  shall 
ave  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons 
ice  or  labor  than  on  land, 
ut  Section  7,  and  insert: 

uongress  shall  provide  by  law,  that  in  all  cases  where  the  marshal, 
icer  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  arrest  any  fugitive  from  service  or 
be  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  of  a  mob  or  riotous  as- 
»  where,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive  shall  be  rescued  by  like 
id  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due  shall  thereby 
[  of  the  same,  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  such  party  the  fuU 
sh  service  or  labor. 

URNTER : — I  offer  the  following  resolution : 
?,  That  the  time  fixed  upon  to  commence  voting  upon  the  ques- 
» this  Convention,  bo  postponed  until  Monday,  February  26th,  at 
c 

EiS  desirous  as  any  member  of  the  Conference  can  be 
.  Illinois  is  a  Border  State,  and  she  feels,  in  common 
Border  States,  a  deep  interest  in  the  questions  we  are 
;  here.  But  I  think  a  false  issue  has  arisen,  and  that  it 
ye  corrected.  This  issue  has  been  forced  upon  us,  and 
to  the  country  unless  corrected.  Very  little  time  has 
occupied  by  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Ohio,  but  we  wish 
ight  to  be  heard. 
3HKS0N,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 

ote  was  taken  by  States,  with  the  following  result: 

Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
ennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia— 10. 
Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio  and  Vennont — 10. 

URNEE: — I  sec  the  resolution  does  not  meet  with 
will  withdraw  it. 

EASE : — I  offer  the  resolution  again.  I  wish  to  appeal 
>nference  in  the  name  of  peace,  not  to  press  this  vote  to- 
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day.  We  have  been  discusBing  general  questions.  There  has 
been  little  or  no  discussion  touching  the  merits  of  the  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Constitution.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  if 
it  is  pressed  through  in  this  way,  it  will  meet  with  &vor  when  it 
comes  before  the  country  ?  Let  me  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that 
you  will  not  give  the  country  peace  by  such  a  course. 

There  is  a  prospect  that  all  sections  of  the  Union  may  yet  be 
induced  to  agree  to  a  General  Convention.  The  floor  ia  bo  pl^ 
celled  out  that  the  Western  States  cannot  be  heard.  Why  do 
you  force  the  vote  in  this  manner  ?  Two-thirds  of  CongresB  mmt  ^ 
concur,  or  these  propositions  cannot  go  to  the  people.  The 
two-thirds  can  suspend  the  rule  at  any  time.  There  is  no 
sity  for  passing  these  propositions  to-day.  I  regret  that  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Wiceliffe,  limiting  the  speeches  to  thirty 
minutes,  has  not  prevailed.    It  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— No  1  It  was  laid  on  tiie  table  by  eofr 
mies. 

Mr.  POLLOCK:— I  have  the  floor.  I  will  occupy  it  only 
thirty  minutes,  with  the  understanding  that  those  who  follow 
will  do  the  same.    We  still  have  time  for  six  speeches. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^I  have  but  little  more  to  say.  When  wo 
have  a  rule,  we  know  what  it  is.  A  general  undentandiDg 
will  amount  to  nothing.  I  have  insisted  that  it  was  ineipe* 
dient  to  press  these  matters  to  a  decision  before  the  inaugii» 
tion  of  Mr.  Lincoln  ;  but  when  overruled  I  have  cheerfully  solh 
mitted.  I  now  appeal  to  gentiemen  to  yield,  and  let  us  tab 
the  final  vote  on  Monday. 

One  word  now  as  to  a  General  Convention.  I  have  fuA 
in  that,  and  believe  we  can  agree  to  call  one.  The  idea  mi 
started  by  Kentucky,  and  promptly  followed  by  Illinois.  I  hM 
seen  a  copy  of  the  "  Louisville  Journal,"  which  strongly  advowtoi 
it.    It  is  practicable,  and  the  country  will  assent  to  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON :— The  delegates  from  Delaware  desire  that 
the  vote  should  be  taken  to-day.  We  have  not  discussed  tbos 
propositions,  and  do  not  wish  to  discuss  them.    We  want  action 

Mr.  BACKUS : — I  concur  in  the  views  of  the  gentleman  fitVA 
Delaware.  Discussion,  so  far,  has  tended  veiy  little  towiri 
harmony  or  unanimity.  I  am  in  favor  of  closing  the  general  dfr 
bate  to-day.    But  I  do  protest  against  that  part  of  the  resolutitf^ 
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we  have  adopted,  which  limits  the  discuflsion  of  an  amendment 
to  five  minutee,  and  confines  the  reply  to  the  committee.  We 
OD^t  not  thns  to  be  restricted  and  choked  down.  I  will  not 
move  to  amtod  the  resolution  now  under  discussion.  It  will  an- 
swer my  purpose  to  give  notice  that  I  shall  move  to  amend  the 
five-minute  rule. 

Mr.  COOK : — ^We  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
the  views  of  Illinois.  As  yet  we  have  had  none.  We  cannot 
justify  ourselves  to  our  people  unless  we  do. 

Mr.  WICKTJFFE :— I  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
teUe.  I  want  to  test  the  question.  Debate  and  discussion 
change  the  mind  of  no  one.  We  have  now  been  here  eighteen 
days,  and  the  country  is  expecting  a  decision. 

The  vote  upon  Mr.  Wigkuffk's  motion  was  called  by  States, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ateb.— Delaware,  Eentnckj,  Maryland,  Missoari,  New  Jersey^  North 
OaroHna,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 9. 

NoBB. — Connecticat,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachnsetts,  New 
Yovk,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vermont — 11. 

Mr.  BACKUS : — ^I  now  offer  my  proposition  as  a  substitute 
finr  Mr.  Chase's  resolution,  as  follows : 

£e§olvedj  That  the  resolution  heretofore  passed,  limiting  debate  on 
ttMDdments  that  shaU  be  offered  to  the  report  of  the  Grand  Committee,  be 
10  mended  as  to  allow  the  delegates  who  may  desire,  to  speak  not  ezcee^Jig 
taD  minntea  on  each  amendment 

Mr.  CHASE : — I  do  not  wish  to  seem  unreasonable.  As  my 
roKilution  meets  with  objection,  I  will  withdraw  it  in  favor  of  the 
one  adopted  by  my  colleague. 

Mr.  WICB^LIFFE: — ^Have  gentlemen  calculated  how  many 
boars  this  will  take?  It  will  amount  to  a  total  defeat  of  all  ac- 
tum.   We  could  not  get  through  by  the  middle  of  next  month. 

Mr.  EWDTG : — ^I  favor  the  resolution.    AU  should  have  a 
&b  chance.  « 

Mr.  HOTJSTON : — ^I  move  to  amend,  giving  each  delegate 
fen  minutes. 

Mr.  WJLLMOT  : — ^I  object  to  that  very  strenuously.  Many 
^dflgations  are  divided.    I  hope  the  resolution  will  pass  as  it  is. 

Mr.  HECEXEMAN^ : — ^I  approve  of  the  rule  as  it  now  stands.. 
^racticallyi  it  gives  ten  minutes. 
18 
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Mr.  EANDOLFH : — ^I  move  to  lay  the  raaolntion  on  tlie  te- 
ble.    We  adopted  the  rule  unanimously. 

Mr.  WILMOT : — ^The  motion  is  not  in  order.  We  haye  cSioe 
voted  not  to  table  the  resolutions. 

Mr,  HOUSTON :— I  will  withdraw  my  motion,  at  the  in^ 
stance  of  the  gentlemen  around  me. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^The  question  is  upon  the  adoption  of  the  lo- 
olution  offered  by  Mr.  Backus.  I  have  accepted  it  in  place  of 
the  one  offered  by  myself. 

The  PKESrOENT :— It  is  subject,  at  any  time,  to  a  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH :— That  is  my  motion. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Backus  on  the  tiUe 
was  lost  by  the  following  vote — ^the  vote  by  States  being  request- 
ed by  Mr.  Chase  : 

Ates.— Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — ^10. 

Noes. — Connecticut,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  MassachusettB,  Ker 
Hampshire,  New  York,  Ohio,  and  Vermont — 10. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE : — ^I  presume  we  all  desire  to  know  the  result 
of  our  labors.  I  regret  to  see  so  much  feeling  manifested.  P€^ 
haps  some  of  ns  had  better  take  the  benefit  of  the  prayers  of 
the  chnrch  on  Smiday.  Some  of  us  wish  to  get  our  proposi- 
tions to  Congress  at  an  early  hour.  Those  who  oppose  uft— 
those  determined  to  defeat  action,  can  speak  on  until  the  fourth 
of  March.    I  hope  such  is  not  their  intention. 

Mr.  TUCK : — If  the  rule  is  abused,  the  Convention  will  etop 
the  abuse. 

At  this  point  there  were  loud  calls  of  "  question,^  and  tk 
PsEsroENT  put  the  question  to  vote,  viva  voce. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  think  the  Noes  clearly  have  it 

Mr.  CHASE : — A  vote  by  States  was  called  for  by  sevenl 
members. 

Mr.  B  ARRINGER :— Is  this  resolution  intended  to  give  to 
right  of  reply  ?  If  so,  we  shall  have  a  half-hour  speech  upon 
every  amendment. 

Mr.  BACKUS : — If  any  member  wishes  to  divide  Ids  tiinc, 
he  can  do  so;  but  he  can  only  occupy  ten  minutes  in  all.  W® 
are  called  to  deliberate,  as  well  as  to  act.    We  are  asked  if  ^ 
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wish  to  stave  off  final  action  ?  I  answer,  No.  I  want  speedy  ac- 
tion. But  at  the  same  time  let  us  have  deliberation.  I  wish  to 
give  a  vote  that  my  constituents  will  approve. 

The  PRESIDENT:— The  vote  will  he  taken  by  States. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : 

Ates. — Connecticut,  Slinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachnsetts,  New 
Tork,  Kew  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vermont — 11. 

KosB. — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Oarolina,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 9. 

Mr.  Hall  oflfered  the  following,  which  was  read,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

Amendment  to  Section  8  of  the  Committee's  Report,  to  come  in  after 
the  words  **  retaining  and  taking  away  persons  so  bound  to  labor :  " — "  but 
the  bringing  into  said  District  of  persons  held  to  service  for  the  pur])08e  of 
being  sold,  or  placed  in  depot' to  be  afterwards  transferred  to  any  other  place 
to  be  Bold  as  merchandise,  is  forever  proliibited,  and  Congress  may  pass  all 
neoessary  laws  to  make  this  prohibition  effectual;  nor  shall  Congress 
have,"  &c 

The  PRESIDENT:— The  Conference  will  proceed  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  and  Mr.  Pollock  has  the  floor : 

Mr.  POLLOCK: — Brevity  is  always  a  virtue.  I  intend  to 
practice  that  virtue  now.  I  would  not  make  a  single  observa- 
tion, if  I  did  not  feel  that  by  keeping  silence  I  should  neglect  my 
duty.  As  it  is,  I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  tlie  time  of  the  Confer- 
ence more  than  twenty  minutes. 

When  the  committee  upon  the  subject  invited  Pennsylvania 
to  furnish  a  block  for  the  Washington  Monument  in  this  city, 
ihey  asked  also  for  a  motto,  to  be  inscribed  upon  it,  which  should 
express  some  idea  characteristic  of  Pennsylvania.  What  was  the 
motto  selected  in  behalf  of  that  great  State  J  Did  we  go  to  Ger- 
mantown  and  invoke  the  memories  of  the  mighty  dead  ?  Did  we 
ask  the  motto  of  Valley  Forge  ?  No,  brothers,  no !  Pennsylvania 
stood  by  the  side  of  the  grave  of  Pcnn,  the  man  of  peace,  and  in 
his  example  she  found  her  motto,  and  it  stands  inscribed  upon  her 
contribution  to  that  monument  to  the  Father  of  his  Country  to-day, 
.There  may  it  stand  forever.  "  Pennsylvania  was  founded  ly 
deeds  of  PeaceP  How  noble  the  sentiment !  How  characteris- 
tic of  ttiat  Commonwealth ! 

Animated  by  the  same  sentiment,  filled  with  the  same  spirit, 
herself  asking  nothing,  requiring  nothing,  Pennsylvania  comes 
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into  this  Conference  and  Bays  to  eveiy  delegate  here,  ^Peace^ 
JSrotherSy  Peace^  She  is  not  for  war.  She  believeB  that  the 
power  of  kindness  is  far  greater  than  that  of  the  sword ;  that  in 
the  affSsction  of  brother  toward  brother  there  is  greater  strength 
than  in  all  the  iron  contained  in  all  her  thousand  hills  and  monn- 
tains.  She  comes  here  at  the  instance  of  a  sister.  She  heard  the 
voice  of  that  sister  asking  for  consultation,  and  she  obejed  it 
She  is  here,  and  in  the  right  spirit. 

A  word  now  as  to  the  motive  of  Virginia  in  calling  the 
States  together.  Some  object  that  Yirginia  comes  bearing  the 
olive  branch  on  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Not  so,  sir.  Sne  k 
placed  in  a  peculiar  position,  and  I  appreciate  it.  She  does  not 
make  use  of  threats.  These  exist  only  in  the  imagination  of  gen- 
tlemen. I  am  willing  to  meet  her  here  upon  the  very  ground  flhe 
takes,  and  unite  with  her  in  saying,  "  Our  Union  as  it  is,  now 
and  forever."  We  are  here  taldng  counsel,  not  with  traitors,  not 
with  secessionists,  but  with  lovers  of  the  Union. 

The  people  love  the  Union ;  they  will  not  give  it  up.  Th^ 
are  true.  My  heart  almost  leapt  from  my  bosom  when  that  td- 
^raph  message  was  read  from  Missouri  a  few  days  ago.  Ten- 
nessee has  taken  up  the  cry,  "  Union  for  ever."  The  nation  ifl 
troubled.  All  nations  are,  at  times.  But  our  troubles  are  not 
insurmountable.  We  are  all  here  together  to  settle  them.  Why 
not  settle  them,  and  give  peace  to  the  Union,  and  joy  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people  ? 

We  can  settle  our  difficulties.  The  right  feeling  animata 
gentlemen  from  both  sections.  Where  was  the  heart  in  this  Con- 
ference that  did  not  start  with  emotion,  when,  some  days  ago^ 
that  glorious  old  patriot  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Euffin)  tdd 
us  of  his  devotion  to  the  Union  i  Who  did  not  honor  and  reeped 
him  ?  Old  men  and  young  men  wept  as  they  listened.  Priendsl 
Countrymen  I  I  come  here  from  a  Border  State.  These  States 
have  a  vital  interest  in  the  result,  therefore  we  speak  earnestly- 
Let  us  say  to  the  angry  passions  of  the  country,  "Peace, be 
still!" 

The  Border  States  are  united ;  they  have  common  intereft**- 
Beside  the  hearthstones  of  each,  sit  wives,  and  children,  and  ^t^" 
ilies,  connected  with  each  other  by  ties  of  blood,  of  interesty  ^^ 
social  intercourse.    We  are   one.    Is   Maryland  or  Delaw^^ 
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xeady  to  say  that  either  will  part  company  from  Pennsylvania? 
No!  We  are  brethren — come  weal,  come  wo,  we  will  stand  by 
each  other,  and  we  will  stand  by  the  Union. 

Gentlemen  say  there  will  not  be  war,  if  we  do  not  agree.  I 
wish  I  conld  think  so,  but  I  cannot.  Bnt  if  war  should  come,  let 
me  ask  the  gentlemen  from  New  York  who  think  principles  are 
standing  in  their  way,  will  yon  take  the  risk  t  WiU  you  see  the 
soil  of  JPennsylvania  drenched  with  blood?  Can  you  risk  all 
this  hereafter,  when  you  can  avoid  it  by  accepting  a  proposition 
that  involves  no  sacrifice  of  principles?  Never  in  my  whole  life 
have  I  felt  the  weight  of  official  responsibility  as  I  feel  it  now. 
God  grant  that  war  may  be  averted  from  the  country  1 

Let  the  lightning  this  day  flash  to  the  extreme  limits  of  the 
Union,  the  glad  tidings  that  we  have  settled  these  questions.  The 
message  would  be  received  with  gratitude  and  thanksgiving. 
Our  friends  in  the  Border  States  say, "  We  love  the  Union,  we  widi 
to  stay  in  it ;  we  do  not  wish  to  be  driven  out."  Can  you  not, 
will  you  not,  do  something  for  them  ?  Let  us  trust  this  matter 
to  the  people.  I  am  not  afiraid  to  trust  the  people  of  Pennsylva- 
nia.    New  York  and  Massachusetts,  trust  yours  I 

We  talk  calmly  of  war,  but  we  forget  its  calamities.  Let  us 
remember  that  we  should  not  sacrifice  one  life  for  this  paltry  ab- 
straction.  Let  us  remember  how  great  are  the  miseries  of  war. 
Let  us  think  of  the  rush  of  angry  armies,  of  the  widows  and  or^ 
phans,  of  the  sorrow  and  desolation  that  war  always  leaves  in  its 
pith. 

Christian  men  I  remember  that  our  great  Saviour  was  a 
Prince  of  Peace — ^that  he  came  to  conquer  with  peace,  not  with 
ihe  sword.    "  The  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth." 

Disunion  is  a  crime  against  every  thing.  Above  all,  it  is  a 
crime  against  God.  Christians,  pause  and  reflect.  Let  me  en- 
treat you  to  help  us  save  this  country  from  disunion. 

I  speak  earnestly.  We  Pennsylvanians  are  upon  the  border. 
Our  son  must  be  the  battle  ground.  Upon  us  will  the  heavy 
trouble  falL  Once  more  I  say,  let  us  trust  the  people.  They 
*n  always  right.     They  will  do  something ;  and  honest  men,  sin- 

i  men,  tell  us  that  unless  something  is  done,  the  border  slave 
cannot  be  retained  in  the  Union. 

I  am  not  here  as  a  party  man,  but  as  an  American  citizen,  and 
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a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania.    I  am  here  to  peiform  my  duty  to  the 
whole  country,  if  I  can  find  out  what  that  duty  is. 

Our  friends  say  there  is  great  apprehension  at  the  South 
that  the  Bepublican  party  meditates  unconditional  interference 
with  Southern  rights.  I  do  not  believe  for  a  moment  that  there 
is  any  ground  for  such  an  apprehension.  But,  nevertheless^  it 
exists.  Acting  upon  it,  several  States  have  withdrawn  from  the 
Union.  We  must  deal  with  it  in  the  best  way  we  can.  If  we 
can  satisfy  our  southern  brethren,  in  the  name  of  peace  let  us  do 
it.  I  labored  for  the  election  of  Mr.  Linooln,  but  1  never  unde^ 
stood  that  hostility  to  slavery  was  the  leading  idea  in  the  plat- 
form of  his  party.  Pennsylvania  had  other  interests — other  ree- 
BOUB  very  powerful,  for  supporting  him.  There  was  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise — ruinous  discriminations  in  the 
Tariff— the  corruption  of  the  Government — ^the  villanous  cost 
duct  of  its  high  officers ;  these  and  other  considerations  gave  lib. 
Lincoln  more  strength  in  Pennsylvania  than  the  slavery  qnee- 
tion. 

There  are  sentiments  and  opinions  at  the  North  that  must  be 
respected.  There  are  sentiments  and  opinions  at  the  South  that 
must  be  respected  ;  but  there  are  no  differences  that  cannot  be 
honorably  adjusted.  The  only  practicable  way  that  I  can  dift- 
cover  is  to  adopt  the  plan  reported  by  the  committee,  and  secure 
its  submission  to  the  people. 

How  can  we  do  greater  honor  to  this  glorious  day,  which 
gave  the  immortal  Washington  to  his  country  and  to  the  world, 
than  by  marking  it  on  the  calendar  as  the  day  that  secured  the 
safety  and  perpetuity  of  the  American  Union  ? 

Mr.  SUMMERS  :— The  Committee  on  Credentials  have  ex- 
amined the  case  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Stone,  who  is  commissioned  9S  * 
delegate  from  Kansas,  and  are  of  opinion  that  he  is  duly  e^ 
credited. 

Mr.  FIELD  : — I  understand  that  he  was  appointed  by  M^* 
Beebe,  the  Secretary  of  the  Territorial  Government. 

Mr.  CLAY : — There  is  a  provision  in  the  Kansas  Act  autb^^ 
izing  the  Secretary  to  perform  all  the  duties"  of  the  Governor  ^^ 
his  absence. 

Mr.  BROCKENBEOUGH:— I  represent  an  old  and  honi.^ 
ed  Commonwealth.    I  speak,  remembering  the  maxing  that 
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soft  answer  tumetli  awaj  wrath."  But  I  ehonld  disregard  my 
dnty  if  I  did  not  reply  to  what  was  said  a  few  days  ago,  in  ar 
zaignment — ^in  unfair  and  improper  arraignment,  of  Yirginia. 

Virginia  occupies  no  menacing  position,  no  attitude  of  hostil- 
ity toward  the  Union  or  her  sister  States.  Yirginia  knows  that 
**  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty."  She  knows,  too,  that 
there  is  good  policy  in  the  maxim,  ^^  in  peace  prepare  for  war." 
Her  action  is  only  such  as  is  dictated  by  a  prudent  foresight. 
How  imkind,  then,  are  such  taunts  against  Yirginia,  the  mother 
of  us  all.  She  comes  here  in  a  paternal  spirit ;  she  desires  to  pre- 
eerve  the  Union ;  she  disdains  to  employ  a  menace ;  she  knows 
that  she  never  can  secure  the  cooperation  of  brave  men  by  em- 
ploying menaces.  No !  She  wishes  to  use  all  her  efforts  to  per- 
petuate the  reign  of  peace. 

Another  says  we  are  seeking  to  secure  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  by  the  employment  of  unconstitutional  means,  and 
that  this  meeting  is  a  revolutionary  mob— that  these  eminent 
men  of  the  country  assembled  here,  constitute  a  mob.  No,  sir  1 
Kol 

Mr.  BALDWIN : — If  the  gentleman  jfrom  Yirginia  refers  to 
me,  he  quite  misunderstood  me.  I  said  only  that  the  action  pro- 
posed here  was  not  contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  and  was 
revolutionary  in  its  tendency. 

Mr.  BROCKENBROUGII:— I  cannot  for  my  life  so  consider 
it.  This  is  merely  an  advisory  body.  We  are  here  to  devise  an 
adjustment,  and  to  lay  it  before  Congress.  We  are  exercising  the 
right  of  petition,  and  that  is  a  sacred  right.  Is  this  revolutiona- 
ry t  No,  sir !  You  would  insist  that  Congress  should  receive  a 
petition,  although  that  body  had  no  right  to  act  upon  it.  If  so, 
how  much  more  should  our  petition  be  received,  when  we  seek 
to  preserve  the  Union,  and  when  the  Constitution  expressly  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  act  in  such  a  case. 

The  gentleman  from  Yermont  said  last  evening,  that  a  pledge 
from  the  South  to  abide  by  the  result  would  be  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  the  submission  of  the  proposition  at  all,  and  yet  he 
Bays  he  cannot  pledge  Yermont.  Why,  then,  does  he  ask  us  to 
pledge  Yirginia? 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN :— I  am  not  willing  to  be  misunderstood. 
I  thought  my  language  was  plain.    What  I  said  was,  that  no  one 
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could  pledge  the  free  States  for  or  against  these  propoBitions ;  hot 
I  did  say  we  could  pledge  them  to  abide  ly  the  Uhion^  whaievet 
the  result  might  be.    That  is  the  pledge  we  ask  firom  the  Sontli. 

Mr.  BROCKENBROUGH :— Well,  that  is  a  pledge  we  have 
no  authority  to  give.  We  cannot  accept  these  propositions  as  a 
boon  from  any  section.  We  must  have  them  as  a  rights  or  not 
at  all. 

But  let  me  address  myself  at  once  to  the  momentous  quai* 
tion.  It  seems  tliat  we  can  agree  upon  eveiy  thing  but  thii 
question  of  slavery  in  the  Territories.  So  fSar  as  that  subject  ii 
concerned,  Virginia  has  declared  that  she  will  accept  the  Grit* 
tenden  resolutions.  She  and  her  southern  sisters  will  stand  upon 
and  abide  by  them.  If  gentlemen  will  come  up  to  this  basis  of 
adjustment  with  manly  firmness,  the  electric  wires  will  flash  a 
thrill  of  joy  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  this  very  hour.  "Why 
not  come  up  to  it  like  men  ? 

The  Supreme  Court  has  already  established  the  rights  of  the 
South,  so  far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  upon  a  basis  which  ii 
satisfactory.  Under  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  the  i>eople  of  the 
South  have  the  right  to  go  into  any  portion  of  the  Territory 
with  their  slaves.  You,  gentlemen  of  the  North,  will  not  abide 
by  that  decision.  You  have  declared  in  your  platform  that  itv 
a  miserable  dogma.  How  can  we  be  satisfied  with  such  a  gott^ 
antee  for  our  rights  as  that  ? 

But  it  is  said  that  this  part  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision  is  oolj 
an  obiter  dictum;  that  the  question  was  not  presented  by  tha 
record.  This  is  not  so.  As  was  said  by  Governor  WigxldH) 
the  other  day,  there  were  two  questions  in  that  case.  The 
judgment  of  the  court  was  upon  lliem  both,  and  both  were  pre- 
sented by  the  record. 

We  know  that  the  dominant  party  has  elected  a  President  on 
a  purely  sectional  issue,  and  in  deadly  hostility  to  our  institutioD^ 
We  believe,  from  aU  the  indications  of  the  times,  that  our  iitfti- 
tutions  are  utterly  insecure.  Therefore  we  ask  these  guaranteeSi 
Give  them  to  us,  and  fit)m  that  time  you  will  restore  peace  9sA 
quiet  to  the  country.  You  at  once  attach  the  Border  States 
firmly  to  you  forever.  I  hope  you  will  do  so ;  but  I  tell  you  th«t 
the  Border  States  cannot  be  retained  unless  you  will  consent  to 
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give  Bach  gaarantees  as  will  bring  back  the  seceded  States,  and 
nnite  ns  all  in  a  glorious  confederation. 

Sentiments  have  been  nttered  here  that  grate  harshly  on  the 
minds  of  Sonthem  gentlemen.  It  is  said  that  this  is  a  war  of 
ideas.  If  so,  then  there  is  certainly  that  irrepressible  conflict 
.  abont  which  we  have  heard  so  mndi.  But  it  is  not  true  that 
slaves  exclude  free  labor.  Come  to  the  harvest  homes  of  Western 
Yiiginia.  There  you  will  see  the  union  of  white  and  black 
labor — see  the  two  races  working  harmoniously  together.  The 
mechanics  are  white,  the  field  hands  are  black.  Those  only 
make  such  assertions  who  know  nothing  about  it. 

You  insist  at  the  North  that  slavery  is  a  sin.  If  it  is  as  you 
daim  it  to  be,  a  sin,  the  sum  of  all  villanies,  then  wo  may  as 
well  separate.    "We  cannot  live  together  longer. 

If  we  cannot  have  the  aid  of  other  sections,  the  Border  States 
must  take  the  subject  into  their  own  hands,  and  settle  it  for 
themselves.  These  States,  with  one  exception,  have  sho^vn  a 
most  excellent  spirit.  Let  them  all  come  up  to  the  work  to-day; 
on  this  natal  day  of  Washington,  of  whom  it  was  said  that 
nature  had  denied  him  children,  in  order  that  he  might  be  indeed 
the  Father  of  his  Country.  New  Jersey  has  most  nobly  re- 
sponded, through  her  distinguished  sons,  but  especially  through 
the  voice  of  that  eloquent  man,  who  swept  with  a  master  hand 
the  chords  of  the  human  heart,  in  his  remarks  here,  and  tones 
of  heavenly  music  responded  to  the  touch. 

The  whole  nation  stands  on  tiptoe  awaiting  the  final  result 
of  the  action  of  this  Conference.  All  sections  are  ready  to 
make  sacrifices,  but  sacrifices  are  not  required.  Let  us  act,  and 
then  go  home.  A  gratefiil  people  will  bind  the  wreath  of  victory 
around  your  brows,  for  "  Peace  hath  her  victories  not  less  than 
War." 

We  make  no  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  gentlemen.  We 
ask  you  to  do  justice,  simple  justice  to  the  South.  Do  it,  and  you 
will  do  honor  to  yourselves.  Give  us  the  guarantees  we  ask, 
and  my  word  for  it,  you  will  see  the  seceded  States  coming  back 
one  by  one,  and  we  shall  see  ourselves  once  more  a  happy  and  a 
united  people ! 

Mr.  WJLLMOT  : — It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  upon  the  wide 
field  that  has  been  opened  in  tliis  debate.    I  did  not  intend  to 
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and  trae,  and  I  will  accept  them.  I  will  Bxtstain  them  to  the 
end.  If  they  are  wrong — and  I  now  believe  them  to  be — I  will 
never  sustain  them,  and  I  will  show  my  faith  in  GOI^  by  leaving 
the  consequences  with  Him. 

Any  substantial  change  in  the  fxmdamental  principles  of 
government  is  revolutionary.  Tours  maybe  a  peaceable  one, 
bat  it  is  still  a  revolution.  The  seceded  States  are  in  armed 
zevolution.  You  are  in  direct  alliance  with  them.  You  say  the 
Oovemment  shall  not  retake  the  forts,  collect  the  revenue,  and 
yon  ask  us  to  aid  you  in  preventing  the  Government  from  doing 
its  duty. 

Permit  this,  and  the  judgment  of  the  world  will  be  that  we 
have  submitted  to  the  inauguration  of  your. principles  as  the 
principles  of  the  Government.  It  would  exhibit  a  weakness 
fiom  which  the  country  could  never  hope  to  recover.  These  are 
reasons  satisfactory  enough  to  me.  I  cannot  vote  for  the  first 
article. 

Mr.  WICKUFFE :— Do  you  wish  to  get  the  seceded  States 
lack! 

Mr.  WILMOT  .-—Certainly  I  do. 

Mr.  WICKUFFE :— How  do  yon  propose  to  do  it  ? 

Mr.  WILMOT : — I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  special  way. 
It  is  their  duty  to  return.  There  are  better  methods  of  coercing 
tliem  than  to  march  our  army  on  to  their  soil.  Now  I  under- 
stand it  is  your  purpose  to  intrench  slavery  behind  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  EUFFIN : — Certainly.  That  is  true — ^in  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  Territories. 

Mr.  WILMOT :— I  tliought  I  was  not  mistaken.  The  Gov- 
enunent  has  long  been  administered  in  the  interest  of  slavery. 
The  fixed  determination  of  the  North  is,  that  this  shall  be  no 
longer. 

Mr.  HOUSTON:— Will  the  gentleman  hazard  the  assertion 
'Ihat  such  has  been  the  policy  of  Tennessee,  Maryland,  or  Dela- 
varel   

Mr.  WILMOT: — ^I  did  not  intend  to  say  more  than  that  such 
\ma  been  the  general  policy  of  the  Government.  Another  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  amendment  is  its  ambiguity.  Its  con* 
itruction  is  doubtM,  when  it  should  be  plain.    Don't  let  us  difier 
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when  we  go  home.  If  we  do  we  Bhall  Bctile  nothing.  SoaM 
will  claim  that  the  first  article  does  not  furnish  a  slaye  code. 
Others  wil^  claim  that  it  does,  and  snch  I  think  is  a  fact  I  am 
also  opposed  to  the  second  article.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right 
thus  to  bind  posterity.  I  am  opposed  to  the  third  article,  except 
the  first  clause.  If  you  think  there  is  really  a  purpose  at  the 
North  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States,  I  am  wining  a 
declaratory  amendment  should  be  adopted  prohibiting  6^ 
interference.  I  like  that  of  Mr.  Field  much  better.  I  can  go 
for  that  with  all  my  heart 

As  to  the  foreign  slave  trade  we  ask  nothing.  The  laws  an 
well  enough  as  they  are,  if  properly  enforced.  Besides,  you  mab 
too  much  of  it.  You  will  claim  hereafter  that  this  formed  (me 
part  of  the  compromise.     It  will  amount  to  nothing. 

Mr.  BAEEINOEE :— But  the  South  wants  the  foreign  date 
trade  prohibited. 

Mr.  WILMOT :— Do  not  the  statutes  prohibit  it  ?  Why  not 
enforce  them  ? 

Mr.  BARRINGEE :— We  had  rather  have  the  prohibition  in 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  WILMOT : — ^I  am  opposed  also  to  abrogating  the  poorer 
of  Congress  over  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  hope  to  see  daveiy 
abolished  in  the  District. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— Will  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
abide  by  the  decision  in  the  Dred  Scott  case! 

Mr.  WILMOT : — Certainly,  so  far  as  it  decides  what  ifl  ia 
the  record. 

Mr.  SEDDON:— You  will  not  permit  it  to  settle  the  prin- 
ciple ? 

Mr.  WILMOT : — ^I  will  not,  any  more  than  Viiginia  wnU 
accede  to  the  decision  upon  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws.  I  ^ 
be  frank  and  go  farther.  If  the  Court  had  undertaken  to  set* 
tie  the  principle,  I  would  do  aU  I  reasonably  could  to  o^ 
throw  the  decision. 

Mr.  SEDDON" : — ^My  voice  has  failed  me  to-day,  and  I  *> 
not  know  that  I  can  speak  in  audible  tones,  but  I  will  try. 

I  understand  the  gentleman  who  last  addressed  us  to  flay* 
that  there  are  to  be  incorporated  into  the  administration  of  Ibo 
Government  two  new  principles :  one  is,  that  there  shall  be  rxO 
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dsToy  in  the  territories ;  the  other  is,  that  tlie  action  of  the  Gov- 

MmeQt  shall  be  on  the  side  of  freedom.    And  frirthermore,  that 

■biEveiy  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  purely  local  institution,  and  that 

■bwB  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  property  anywhere  except  in 

tte  dave  States.    Now,  that  was  just  the  way  in  which  I  inter- 

pieted  the  action  of  the  North  in  the  last  election,  and  it  is 

Jieefaely  this  view  which  has  led  to  the  secession  of  the  States. 

33ie  gentl^nan  well  understands  that  a  diiiereut  view  of  their 

i%fat8  under  the  Constitution  prevails  among  the  Southern  peo- 

]da    Will  he  also  understand  and  recognize  the  fact,  that  the 

SBpreme  Court  has   clearly  given  the  sanction  of  its  opinion 

to  the  Southern  construction  ? 

Mr.  WILMOT : — Ought  not  the  action  of  the  Government 
mder  Washington  to  be  a  precedent  of  some  weight  in  our  fa 
port 

Mr.  SEDDON:— I  cannot  accede  to  that.  Now  the  North 
UB  inaugurated  this  policy.  We  of  the  South  say  it  is  a  sub- 
rendon  of  the  Constitution.  The  gentleman  must  as  freely 
idmit  that  the  party  just  coming  into  power  must  of  necessity  be 
i  Northem  party.  It  can  have  no  affiliation  with  any  party  at 
be  South.  Now  I  ask,  can  we,  as  a  matter  of  poUcy  or  justice, 
iliofle  rights  are  so  vitally  involved,  sit  by  and  see  this  done? 
Jlavery  is  with  us  a  democratic  and  a  social  interest,  a  political 
jiBtitntion,  the  grandest  item  of  our  prosperity.  Can  we  in 
wkty  or  justice  sit  quietly  by  and  allow  the  North  thus  to 
mrny  all  the  powers  of  the  Government  against  us  ? 

The  hour  of  one  o'dook  haying  arrived,  tho  Pbesident  annonnced  tliat 
iiid«r  the  lesolntions  adopted  bj  tho  Conference,  general  debate  mnst  cease, 
md  the  Conference  wonld  proceed  to  vote  npon  the  report  of  the  General 
JoDimittee,  and  yarious  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  FIELD : — ^I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  What  was 
lone  by  the  Conference  with  the  credentials  of  the  gentleman 
bom  Kansas! 

The  SECRETAET:— The  practice  heretofore  has  been,  to 
Kmaider  a  gentleman  a  member,  when  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
fantiala  report  in  his  favor. 

Mr.  FIELD : — Then  I  move  to  reconsider  the  action  of  the 
Ocn&rence  in  this  case. 
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Mr.  PEICE : — I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.    The  committee 
have  reported  in  favor  of  Mr.  Stoke,  and  that  is  condnsive. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  think  the  Conference  has  a  right  to 
pass  npoa  the  credentials. 

Mr.  FIELD : — ^I  have  a  serions  objection  to  the  admission 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kansas.  He  holds  the  commission  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  alone,  from  a  man  who  has  nevff 
been  appointed  Governor.  It  is  very  irr^nlar.  It  looks  ai 
thongh  the  gentleman  was  sent  here  only  for  the  purpose  of  giy-  - 
ing  the  vote  of  Kansas  to  certain  propositions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Missouri: — ^The  delegate  comes  hm 
with  an  appointment  under  tlie  seal  of  the  State  of  Kansas.  The 
act  admitting  Kansas  provides  that  all  the  territorial  officers  shall 
exercise  jurisdiction  until  others  are  elected.  I  think  it  is  ia 
very  bad  taste  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  question  the 
regularity  of  the  appointment. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— I  make  a  point  of  order.    We  have  de- 
cided to  proceed  to  the  vote  at  this  time. 

The  PEESIDENT :— I  think  this  is  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON :— I  respectfully  appeal  from  the  dedaaiL 
of  the  PREsroENT. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD :— I  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  ih^ 
table. 

Mr.  FIELD :— I  ask  for  a  vote  by  States. 

The  PRESIDENT :— It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  decide  wht*. 
motion  has  precedence.  What  was  the  motion  of  the  gentlemi:^^ 
from  New  York  ? 

Mr.  FIELD : — ^I  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  action  oftifc* 
Convention  admitting  Mr.  Stone.  Let  us  have  a  vote  on  thcm^t 
motion.    It  is  as  good  a  test  as  any. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD : — I  insist  that  the  question  is  upon  n»^ 
motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mobkhu:*^ 
with  the  following  result : 

Ayes. — Delaware,  Kentncky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Joney,  JTor"*" 
Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee  and  Virginia — 10. 

Noes.— Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Maine,  Massachnsetts,  New  Yo^'^ 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  and  Vermont — 9. 

Mr.  CLAY : — I  would  ask,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  not  to  ^^J 
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of  oommon  decency,  that  Mr.  Stone  may  be  permitted  to  state 
bow  and  why  he  came  here. 

Mr.  STONE,  of  Kansas : — I  nndehtand  that  I  was  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  Kansas,  who  was  at  the  time  the  Acting  Gov- 
vnor.  I  understand  that  the  appointment  was  made  in  accord- 
moe  with  the  Enabling  Act  of  Kansas.  I  am  not  inclined  to 
•igoe  my  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Conference. 

Mr.  f\  KLT)  : — I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  only  one  qnes- 
"•  tioD.  Was  not  Governor  Eobinson  actually  in  possession  of  his 
[  cffice  before  the  delegate  received  his  appointment,  and  is  he  not 
^    k  each  possession  now  ? 

Mr.  STONE :— He  was,  and  is. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER :— I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  fourth 
Bale. 

The  fourth  Eule  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  as  follows : 

4ni  BuLE. — ^A  member  shall  not  speak  oftener  tlian  twice,  without 
96dal  leave,  upon  the  same  question ;  and  not  a  second  time,  before  evorj 
olher  who  has  been  silent  shall  have  been  heard,  if  he  chooses  to  speak  upon 
Aesabjeet. 

Mr.  FIELD : — In  order  to  bring  the  subject  fairly  before 
the  CJonference,  I  wiU  put  my  motion  in  the  form  of  a  resolution, 
aB  follows : 

BeMohedy  That  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Stone,  who  desires  to  act  as  a  Com- 
ndflnoner  from  Eansa<!s  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials, 
%   witti  instructions  to  that  committee  to  report  the  facts  concerning  his  ap- 
pointment, and  whether  it  proceeded  from  the  Territorial  Secretary. 

Mr.  SUMMEKS : — I  wish  the  Committee  on  Credentials  to 
■tand  right  with  the  Conference.  We  accepted  the  commission 
of  the  Acting  Governor  qa  prima  fa€ta  correct. 

Mr.  VANDEVEE :— I  wish  to  offer  a  resolution. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^AU  resolutions  are  out  of  order. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  think  resolutions  under  the  ruling  of 
{he  Conference  cannot  now  be  considered. 

Mr.  CURTIS  :— I  ask  leave  for  the  State  of  Iowa  to  vote  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  subject  of  the  admission  of  the  delegate 
from  Kansas  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  granted,  and  Iowa  being  called,  voted  No ; 
and  the  vote  stood :  Ayes,  10 ;  Noes,  10.    And  so  the  motion  waa 

106t 
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Much  discnefiion  here  ensued  on  the  subject  of  the  admiflgio 
of  the  delegate  &om  Kansas,  which  was  participated  in  b 
Messrs.  Stockton,  Cleveland,  Coalteb,  and  others,  when 

Mr.  STONE  observed  that  he  had  no  desire  to  force  hinuel] 
into  the  Conference,  and  until  the  question  was  settled  he  thoof^ 
it  proper  to  withdraw. 

The  resolution  offered  b j  Mr.  Field  was  adopted  without  i 
division. 

VOTE  ON  THE  PBOPOSITIONB  AND  AMENDMENTS. 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  Conference  wiU  now  proceed  ta 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  General  Committee,  and  the 
amendments  thereto.  The  question  will  be  taken  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  first  section  reported  by  the  Committee  of  One  finom 
each  State,  which  the  Secbetabt  will  now  read. 

The  Seceetaey  read  the  report  as  follows : 

Section  1.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  Statea,  not  ea- 
braced  within  the  limits  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  grant,  north  of  a  line  from 
east  to  west  on  the  parallel  of  86"*  80'  north  latitude,  involontarj  Berfitndi^ 
except  in  punishment  of  crime,  is  prohibited  whilst  it  shall  be  under  a  tem* 
toriol  government ;  and  in  all  the  present  territory  south  of  said  Hm^  thi 
status  of  persons  owing  service  or  labor  as  it  now  exists  shall  not  be  chinged 
by  law  while  such  territory  shall  be  under  a  territorial  govenmient;  ni 
neither  Congress  nor  the  territorial  government  shall  have  power  to  hinte 
or  pa*event  the  taking  to  said  territory  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involimtiiT 
service,  within  the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws  or  usages  of  thi 
State  from  which  such  persons  may  be  taken,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  tiuiflg 
out  of  said  relations,  which  shall  be  subject  to  judidol  cognizance  in  the  Fed- 
eral Courts,  according  to  the  common  law ;  and  when  any  territory  north  or 
south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  ooB- 
tain  a  population  required  for  a  member  of  Congress,  according  to  the  tiNC 
Federal  ratio  of  representation,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  Government  be  repn^ 
licon,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origin* 
States,  with  or  without  involuntary  service  or  labor,  as  the  constitutioa  o^ 
such  new  State  may  provide. 

Section  2.  Territory  shall  not  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  onta 
by  treaty ;  nor,  except  for  naval  and  commercial  stations  and  depoU,  v0 
less  such  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  four-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  tt* 
Senate. 

Section  8.  Neither  the  Constitution  nor  any  amendment  thereof  di» 
be  construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control,  withi 
any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States^  the  relation  established  or  reo9i 
nized  by  the  laws  thereof  tonching  persons  bound  to  labor  or  involimta^ 
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Btrioe  therein ;  nor  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  inyolontary  service  in  the 
Mstriot  of  Colnmbia,  without  the  consent  of  Maryland,  and  without  the  con- 
Ut  of  the  owners,  or  making  the  owners  who  do  not  consent  jnst  compensa- 
lon ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  prohibit  representatives  and  others 
hm  bringing  with  them  to  the  city  of  Washington,  retaining  and  taking 
BVij,  persons  so  Bonnd  to  labor ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish 
BTolnntary  service  in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
iUtes  within  those  States  and  Territories  where  llie  same  is  established  or 
iMognized ;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transportation,  by  land, 
■•a,  or  river,  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  in  any  State  or 
territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  thereof  where 
^ia  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage ;  and  the  right  during  trans- 
^Milion  of  touching  at  ports,  scores,  and  landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of 
thtreas,  shall  exist  Nor  shall  Ck>ngre8s  have  power  to  authorize  any  higher 
>Ms  of  taxation  on  persons  bound  to  labor,  than  on  land. 

SicnoH  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  arti- 
*  of  the  Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the  States,  by 
appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the  action  of  their  judicial  and  ministe- 
1*1  officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  labor  to  the  person 
^  "Whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

8icnoN  6.  The  foreign  slave  trade,  and  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the 
■kited  States  and  their  Territories,  from  places  beyond  the  present  limits 
••■eof;  are  forever  prohibited. 

fiionoK  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  sections,  together  with  this  section 
X  cf  these  amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the 
■M  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section 
ftte  fourth  article  thereof  shall  not  be  amended  or  abolished  without  the 
Qilmit  of  all  the  States. 

SionoN  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States  shall 
1m^  to  the  owner  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all  cases  where 
&•  marshal,  or  other  ofllcer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  was 
pvsraited  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation  from  mobs  or  riotous  as- 
■Mblagea,  or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive  was  rescued  by  force,  and  the 
*vaer  thereby  prevented  and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the 
••Wfttry  of  such  fugitive. 

.  Ifr.  QUTHEIE :— I  hope  now  the  Conference  will'proceed 
b  the  regular  way,  and  that  the  majority  report  will  be  first 
P^vfidcted  BO  fSEur  as  amendments  are  concerned,  and  that  then  it 
*»y  be  adopted. 

Hr.  SEDDON : — I  move  to  amend  the  first  section  by  in- 
•ting,  after  the  words  "  in  all  the  present  territory  south  of 
■"d  line,"  the  words  "  including  the  Cherokee  grant,"  and  I 
^  for  a  vote  by  States  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  I 
PopoBe.  My  object  is  to  carry  out  the  instruction  of  the 
19 
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committee.      A  small  part  of  the  grant  lieB  north  of  the  lin& 
It  is  better  to  include  the  whole. 

Mr.  BACKUS : — I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  by  snbstitnting  the  word  "ex- 
dnding"  for  the  word  'including,"  and  on  my  motion  ask  a  Tots 
by  States. 

Mr.  EUFFIN' : — ^I  think  the  gentleman  does  not  nndentuid 
the  effect  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BACKUS : — I  do  not  think  we  onght  to  r^ard  die 
Cherokee  grant  at  all. 

Mr.  FEANKLIK:— I  think  both  the  amendments  im- 
portant. 

Mr.  SEDDON: — ^We  must  recognize  the  Cherokee  Teiritoj, 
and  not  divide  it.  Upon  mature  reflection,  I  think  the  amoid- 
ment  is  important. 

The  vote  was  taken  npon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Backus,  and 
resulted  as  follows : 

Atsb. — Connecticat,  lUinoiB,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  ICaaaaehiiaettB,  Kef 
York,  New  Hampuhire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vermont — 11. 

Noes. — Delaware,  Eentncky,  Maryland,  Miasonri,  New  Jersey,  Koitt. 
Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 9. 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  question  is  now  upon  the  anwnd- 
ment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  amended  by  th^ 
Conference. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE : — I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be  adc^rted. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  the  sense  of  the  article.  It  is  cnmuIitifO 
in  its  effect.  We  have  expressly  excluded  the  Cherokee  gran^ 
lest  we  might  seem  to  overrule  tlie  Cherokee  treaty  by  a  prof»^ 
ion  of  the  Constitution. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  States,  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Seddok,  as  amended,  with  the  foQowiDg 
result: 

Ates. — Connecticnt,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  MassachosettB^  HeW 
York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  and  Vermont — 10. 

Noes. — ^Delaware,  Kentnoky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Kortib 
Oarolina,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Yir^^nia — 10. 

Thus  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  PRATT :— I  wish  to  enter  my  dissent  from  the  vote  o«f 
Connecticut 
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Tl ANKLES'; — ^I  now  offer  aa  a  substitute  for  the  first 

s  reported,  the  following : 

}jA  after  the  words  "  United  States,^^  in  the  first  line,  and  insert  as 

mbraoed  hj  the  Cherokee  treaty,  north  of  the  parallel  of  86**  80' 
atitade,  inyolontary  servitade,  except  in  punishment  of  crime,  is 
,  In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  line,  the  statfu  of 
Id  to  service  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed ;  nor 
iw  be  passed  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  snch  persons  to 
dry,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  fW)m  said  relation ;  bat  the 
be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the  Federal  courts,  according  to 
n  law.  When  any  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such 
IS  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  equal  to  that 
or  a  member  of  Congress,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be 
,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
h  or  without  involuntary  servitude,  as  the  constitution  of  such 
provide." 

X)WLEE : — Let  ns  first  perfect  the  original.  I  moye 
.  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  prevent,"  in  the  first  seo- 
words  "  or  facilitate." 

LEID : — I  think  we  onght  to  perfect  the  section  before 
m  a  substitute.  I  move  to  amend  it  by  inserting  after 
"  line,"  aft:er  the  words  "  territory  south  of  said  line," 
wring  words:  " involuntary  servitude  is  recognized,  and 
in  tliose  of  the  African  race  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
le  States  of  the  Union,  when  removed  to  such  territory, 
mtected  and  " — 

8  not  expressed  my  views  at  laige  upon  the  subject  of 
nittee's  report  I  have  earnestly  wished  to  settle  the 
ig  questions  which  now  distract  ihe  country.  I  do  not 
ake  a  speech.  I  have  not  come  here  to  exact  more  than 
h  can  honorably  grant,  nor  to  deceive  the  North  in  the 
the  rights  of  the  South  are  not  protected.  Our  property 
3d  in  your  action.  You  can  afford  to  be  liberal.  If  you 
>  recognize  property  in  slaves,  write  it  down  in  the  bond, 
orth  wants  any  protection,  name  it,  And  we  will  put  it 
bond.  If  you  fear  that  slavery  may  go  north  of  the 
line,  we  wUl  give  you  any  assurance  to  the  contrary. 
1  you  that  on  the  other  side  we  require  reciprocal  terms, 
else  will  satisfy  the  public  sentiment.  Twelve  months 
d  we  will  not  take  what  we  now  offer  to  take. 
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What  are  we  talking  about?  Every  one  knows  that  the 
African  race  is  better  off  at  the  South  than  it  could  be  ekewhere. 
We  do  not  wish  to  dismpt  the  Union.  You  are  doing  it  on  a 
mere  Korthem  abstraction.  Suppose  a  foreign  power  asked  jon 
what  you  were  fighting  about,  what  would  be  your  answer! 

But  I  was  saying  tiiat  the  only  way  is  for  the  North  to  be 
Hberal ;  to  be  reciprocal ;  to  make  us  entirely  safe.  Our  secmitj 
must  be  put  into  the  bond  and  be  faithfully  preserved.  The 
present  status  of  the  States  in  the  Union  is  deceptive.  If  I  m 
to  remain  in  the  Union,  it  don't  suit  me.  If  I  am  to  go  into  a 
southern  confederacy,  it  is  just  what  I  should  want  Beware^ 
gentlemen  of  the  North  I  You  are  cutting  yourselves  off  fitsn 
fixture  glory  and  expansion. 

Mr.  VANDEVER:— The  gentleman  firom  North  CaioHna 
wants  the  distinct  recognition  of  slavery  in  the  bond.  I  wodU 
like  to  refer  him  to  the  condition  of  this  question  when  the  Ccm* 
stitution  was  adopted.  The  men  of  that  time  would  not  assert 
such  a  position.  They  did  not  think  it  proper  or  necessaiy.  If 
we  adopt  his  views  we  attempt  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  men  of 
that  day.  Mr.  Calhoun  understood  this  matter  perfectly,  and  in 
one  of  his  speeches  refers  to  the  unwillingness  of  the  Ckmventka 
to  recognize  slavery  specifically.  The  sentiment  of  Iowa  is  that 
no  such  recognition  ought  to  be  made  now.  I  am  opposed  totbe 
amendment. 

Mr.  SEDDON: — ^I  consider  this  an  important  amendment| 
and  a  very  just  one.  The  principle  upon  which  we  are  proceed* 
ing  is  that  of  partition.  We,  with  our  property  are  prohibitad 
from  going  north  of  the  line.  The  exact  correlative  of  that 
would  be,  that  you  should  be  prohibited  from  going  south  iritt 
your  institutions.  That  we  do  not  ask.  On  one  side  involuntaij 
servitude  is  prohibited.  On  the  other  we  simply  ask  that  it  may 
be  recognized.  We  give  up  two-thirds  of  the  territory  altogetlier. 
All  we  ask  is  protection  in  the  remaining  one-third. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  proposition  as  it  now  stands  t 
Who  does  not  see  that  its  meaning  is  ambiguous  f    It  require^ 
us  to  give  up  territorial  protection,  and  leaves  us  with  nothing 
but  the  shred  of  a  right  protected  by  the  Federal  courts.    Onc5^ 
more  let  me  tell  you,  that  in  my  opinion  the  South  will  ner^s^ 
consider  this  a  satisfactory  adjustment.  You  say  we  are  protect^^ 
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hy  the  principleB  of  the  common  law.  Who  can  tell  what  this 
irill  amount  to!  AsBiiming  the  territorial  government  to  he 
fitYorable,  it  conld  do  nothing.  You  leave  it  powerless.  Sup- 
pose a  citizen  of  Virginia  emigrates  to  the  territory  south  of  the 
line  with  his  property.  He  would  have  no  earthly  right  except 
nnd^*  the  laws  of  Virginia.  The  power  to  enforce  those  laws  is 
a  thonsand  miles  away.  K  we  are  to  make  a  partition,  let  it  be 
a  partition.  As  the  provision  stands,  it  is  the  unfairest  bargain 
ever  made.  It  is  all  on  the  side  of  the  North.  In  common 
fiumess  and  honesty,  I  submit  that  the  North  ought  to  vote  for 
this  amendment. 

Mr.  ORTH : — There  is  much  that  is  worthy  of  consideration 
in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I  hope  earnestly 
that  we  shall  not  adopt  a  proposal  of  amendment  that  admits  of 
two  interpretations.  K I  could  vote  for  the  report  of  the  majority 
at  all,  I  would  throw  around  it  all  the  protection  it  needs.  This 
18  a  new  and  peculiar  species  of  property  which  we  are  now 
pialring  the  Constitution  recognize  and  protect.  If  the  South  is 
entitled  to  the  proposition  itself,  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  this 
amendment  After  all,  it  is  only  making  the  amendment  ex- 
\  just  what  we  know  its  friends  claim  it  implies. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE : — I  would  have  preferred  the  direct  recog- 
nition by  express  terms  of  slavery  south  of  the  line  proposed, 
and  I  voted  that  way  in  the  committee.  I  suppose,  however, 
that  the  clause  as  it  stands  recognizes  the  status  there,  as  it  now 
exiBts — that  it  prevents  all  interference  with  the  statics.  Would 
yon  prefer  to  put  into  the  proposition  certain  express  terms 
which  would  destroy  all  chance  of  its  adoption  by  the  people? 
I  do  not  think  the  world  is  governed  by  ideas  alone.  It  is 
gOYemed  by  ideas  and  material  interests.  The  Constitution  of 
1787  secnr^  the  interests  of  the  slaveholder  in  the  States.  This 
dense  does  the  same  in  the  Territories.  No  man  can  be  cheated 
by  it  unless  he  cheats  himself.  Gentlemen  favoring  the  amend- 
ment must  know  that  at  least  it  will  not  improve  the  prospects 
of  the  proposition  with  the  people.  Do  you  wish  to  break  up  the 
Conference  2    This  is  an  effectual  way  of  doing  it. 

We  ask  for  this  proposition  substantially  as  it  stands.  The 
Korth  can  give  it  to  us  if  it  chooses.  If  it  will  not,  then  we 
ehall  go  home  and  tell  our  constituents.     They  must  decide  for 
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ihemselyes  what  they  will  do.  This  will  settle  the  TemtoEriil 
question  effectually.  What  more  do  we  want?  The  additiond 
goaranteea  i    These  are  provided  for  in  the  other  danses. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN:— I  tall  for  a  vote  by  States  on  Mr. 
Beid's  amendment 

Mr.  B ABIUNOEB :— I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment  of  117 
colleague.  I  have  occupied  no  time  in  the  general  debate,  hot 
now  I  do  desire  to  say  a  few  words  about  this  amendment,  and 
the  proposition  to  which  it  is  offered.  The  amendment  brings 
up  ihe  very  ffut  of  the  matter.  Difiiarences  of  opinion  exist  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  clause.  The  amendment  settles  them.  Thii 
is  no  place  to  talk  about  devotion  to  the  Union.  To  be  a  Union 
at  all  it  must  be  one  that  recognizes  and  protects  the  rights  of  aO. 
Any  other  Union  is  not  worth  the  name ;  is  not  worth  preservingi 
We  came  here,  it  is  true,  to  save  the  Union.  We  came  here  to 
devise  the  means  of  saving  it.  Practically  the  Union  is  alrea^ 
dissolved.    If  not  dissolved  it  is  disintegrated. 

We  ask  first,  additional  guarantees  for  our  rights — ^for  Sontk- 
em  rights.  They  must  be  such  as  will  satisfy  our  people,  and 
bring  back  the  States  that  have  left  the  Union.  Short  of  duB 
they  will  amount  to  nothing.  I  know  the  public  opinion  of  tba 
South  on  these  important  questions.  I  have  closely  watched  xH 
growth.  My  own  convictions  as  to  what  it  will  require  are 
decided.  Unless  you  use  language  and  adopt  terms  in  your 
proposals  of  amendment  which  will  satisfy  the  seceded  States-* 
which  will  induce  them  to  return  to  the  Union — ^your  labors  wiB 
have  been  in  vain. 

What  is  our  claim?  It  is  this,  in  short :  We  claim  that  every 
Southern  man  has  the  right  to  go  into  the  Territories  with  htt 
property,  wherever  these  Territories  may  be.  The  Territories 
belong  to  both ;  to  the  South  as  well  as  to  the  North.  We  want 
equality.  We  have  no  wish  to  propagate  slavery,  but  every  m© 
at  the  South  does  wish  to  insist  upon  his  right  to  enter  tbe 
Territories  upon  terms  of  perfect  equality  with  the  North,  if  1» 
chooses  to  do  so.  He  may  not  exercise  the  right,  but  he  vrill  not 
give  it  up. 

We  want  a  division  of  the  Territories.     We  want  to  set  up 
landmarks  so  that  neither  we  nor  our  posterity  shall  dispute 
hereafter  about  the  line. 
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ITorth  Carolina  has  instructed  ns  to  say  to  this  Confeorence, 
Uiat  if  the  Cbittenden  amendment  can  be  adopted  here,  we  can 
cany  it  ahnost  with  unanimity.  There  will  be  a  struggle  even 
with  our  own  people,  but  we  can  induce  them  to  adopt  it. 

We  have  three  hundred  miles  of  border  in  conmion  with 
Soath  Carolina.  Our  trade  and  our  associations  are  in  that  di- 
veetion.  It  is  useless  to  deny  that  South  Carolina  has  sympa- 
thizers among  us  in  her  recent  movement.  You  must  consider 
these  things,  and  give  us  a  chance.  We  must  base  our  argu- 
ment on  principle ;  we  must  stand  upon  terms  of  perfect  equality. 

The  proposition  needs  this  amendment.  As  it  stands  it  is 
ambiguous.  It  is  worse  than  that,  for  its  construction  will  de- 
pend on  the  opinion  of  a  Territorial  Judge. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD :— I  come  from  a  State  that  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  subject  of  slavery.  Nevertheless,  I  shall  vote 
jigainst  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

I  belong  to  that  class  of  politicians  which  believes  that  the 
people  of  every  section  of  the  Union  have  a  right  to  go  into 
all  the  Territories  of  the  Union,  and  take  with  them  their  proper 
ty  and  hold  it  in  safety.  But  we  ought  not,  in  our  proposals  of 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  insist  upon  what  will  be  re- 
polaive  to  any  section  of  the  Union.  I  think  the  amendment  is 
umecessary — that  the  right  we  claim  is  sufficiently  protected 
without  it  As  it  stands,  neither  Congress  nor  the  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment has  the  right  to  impair  the  statics  of  the  slave.  What 
further  protection  do  we  need?  What  other  can  we  have  I 
Why  should  we  insist  upon  the  adoption  of  a  new  style  of  Ian- 
gnage  2  We  ought  not  to  be  unreasonable ;  we  ought  to  content 
ooraelves  with  the  proposition  as  it  stands,  and  not  put  expres- 
oona  into  it  which  will  make  the  whole  repulsive  to  a  large  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  and  which,  in  all  probability,  will  defeat  the 
whole  amendment  when  it  comes  before  the  country.  I  am  not 
even  sure  that  we  could  get  it  there.  I  doubt  whether  it  would 
pass  Congress. 

This  is  a  very  serious  and  important  question.    We  wish  to 

stay  the  hands  of  extremists  on  both  sides.    We  wish  to  stand  by 

the  Union.    If  war  comes,  our  soil  is  to  be  the  battle  ground. 

Iwish  to  avoid  war.    I  will  insist  upon  this,  and  I  will  consent 

to  no  extreme  opinions. 
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Mr.  YANDEYEB:— I  do  not  eee  why  Mr.  Qmajum 

accept  the  propoied  amendment  He  and  the  genflcman  tmi 
Korth  Carolina  are  both  aiming  at  the  same  thing.  The  waamt 
mentis  certainly  the  deareBt  Do  you  aujqpoie  the  people  m 
not  going  to  nnderstand  the  subject  thorooghlyf  Do  yoaaq^ 
pose  that  tb^  mil  be  deceived  by  any  aoch  tnnapannt  dh- 
guiBc  of  words  ?  You  do  not  pay  ih&ai  a  very  hig^  eonq^ 
ment  by  such  a  supposition. 

I  must  rote  against  the  amendment,  became  I*  am  oppond 
to  the  principle  of  protecting  slayery  in  the  Tenitoriesw^  Buck 
is  the  sentiment  of  the  North.  If  it  was  not,  I  ahoiiild  vote  ftr 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  MOREFEAT),  of  Kentucky  ^-As  I   intend  to  voM 
against  the  amendment,  it  is  due  to  the  Convention  thai  I  ahoald 
state  the  reasons  for  my  vote.    I  am  infavor  of  adearreoogiiitimi 
of  aU  the  rights  of  the  South,  especially  of  our  rights  in  the  Tent 
tones.    I  voted  for  the  CnnTENDBN  amendment  in  the  oommifc^ 
tee.    I  thoi^ht  the  North  oi^ht,  in  justice  to  us,  to  adopt  thil 
amendment.     We,  in  this  Conference,  have  selected  ft  Goaoni^ 
tee  of  One  from  each  State — a  committee  of  able  men,  and  we  htm 
placed   this   subject   in  their  chaige.     They  have  oonaolid 
together.    They  have  ascertained  the  views  and  feeling  of  ib0& 
ferent  sections  of  the  country ;  they  have  embodied  the  imlt  of 
their  labors  in  this  report.     The  question  now  proBonted  i^ 
pears  to  my  mind  to  be  this :  After  all  the  time  and  MiStj'iiif 
have  given  to  their  report  in  the  present  distracted  and  perilM 
condition  of  the  country,  shaU  I  consent  to  put  words  into  At 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  which  they  recommend,  Ait 
will  ensure  its  defeat  when  it  comes  before  the  people  f 

I  know  as  certainly  as  that  Gk>D  mles  in  heaven,  that  va* 
less  we  come  to  some  satisfactory  adjustment  in  th^  Oollfl^ 
ence,  a  convulsion  will  ensue  such  as  the  world  has  never  seen. 

I  have  been  travelliug  for  nearly  two  months  in  the  seceded 
States.  I  believe  I  understand  the  temper  of  their  people.  I 
have  found  there  an  all-pervading  dissatisfiustion  with  the  ex- 
isting  state  of  things,  but  I  have  also  found  great  devotion  to 
the  Union.  I  think  we  can  yet  save  the  seceded  States.  But 
at  least  let  us  save  Texas  and  Arkansas.  As  it  is,  black  nun 
sits  nursing  the  earthquake  which  threatens  to  level  this  Gh>venh 
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ment  to  its  fonndationB.  Can  yon  not  feel  it,  while  there  is  yet 
time  to  prepare  for  the  shock  2  If  this  giant  frenzy  of  disunion 
xvifleB  its  crested  head — ^if  red  battle  stamps  his  foot,  the  Korth 
^Rrill  feel  the  shock  as  severely  as  the  South. 

Snch  is  the  prospect  before  us,  and  near  to  us,  and  yet  gentle- 
men say  that  they  will  not  give  one  guarantee  to  avert  such  dire 
calamities.  Will  not  the  gentleman  from  New  York  do  one 
thing  to  save  that  Ship  of  State  of  which  he  spoke  so  eloquently, 
when  she  is  already  among  the  breakers,  and  driving  so  rapidly 
toward  that  rocky  shore  against  which  her  ribs  of  steel  cannot 
long  protect  her  ?  We  are  patriots  all — we  are  bound  to  act  to- 
gether— ^to  do  something — to  do  our  duty,  and  our  whole  duty 
— to  do  what  will  ultimately  preserve  the  Union. 

Mr.  PALMER; — A  few  days  ago  the  Conference  listened  to 
a  deliberate  defence  of  the  institution  of  slavery  by  its  friends 
firom  the  slave  States,  in  which  at  least  one  gentleman  fr*om  a 
free  State  (Mr.  Ewmo)  participated.  That  defence  could  have 
had  but  one  object.  That  object  was  to  place  us  who  do  not  be- 
Heve  in  slavery  in  such  a  position  that  we  could  not  agree  to 
%  compromise  without  endorsing  the  views  then  expressed. 
Gentlemen  expect  us  to  give  up  our  opinions  and  concur  with 
fhem.  I  have  but  one  remark  to  make  to  all  such  suggestions^ 
We  entertain  our  opinions  on  the  subject  of  slavery ;  we  cannot, 
we  will  not  surrender  them. 

We  are  told  that  this  contest  must  cease,  or  the  Union  must 
perish*  I  am  inclined  to  think  so  myself.  We  stand  ready  to 
make  any  reasonable  compromise  to  save  the  Union,  short  of  sa- 
crificing our  opinions.  You,  gentlemen  of  the  South,  cannot  be 
saiigfied  unless  our  capitulation  is  complete. 

I  do  not  assent  to  much  that  is  said  here  about  the  Border 
States.  If  the  Union  is  not  dissolved  until  the  Border  States  go 
to  fighting  each  other,  it  will  last  forever. 

Mr.  REED: — If  we  all  mean  the  .same  thing, let  us  put  it 
into  the  bond.  Then  there  will  be  no  room  for  misunderstand- 
ing or  controversy.  If  you  leave  this  article  open  to  construc- 
tion, nothing  will  be  settled.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken  if  he 
aappoees  that  I  wish  him  to  adopt  my  arguments.  I  do  not.  If 
this  provision,  as  it  stands,  protects  slavery  in  the  Territories 
■onth  of  36**  and  30',  why  not  say  so  in  express  terms  ?    I  ques- 
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tion  whether  the  article,  as  reported,  recognizeB  property  in  elaTes 
at  alL  I  wish  to  settle  the  question  now  and  forever.  I  do 
not  wish  to  have  my  purpose  perverted.  I  wish  to  carry  h(»ne 
to  Korth  Carolina  a  reasonable  story.  We  have  given  np  all  our 
rights  in  the  territory  north  of  the  line.  Let  the  Nortii  be  re- 
ciprocal. What  shall  I  tell  my  people  at  home?  That  I  have 
given  away  their  rights  in  more  than  one-half  the  territory,  and 
have  not  even  secured  a  provision  protecting  property  in  slaves  id  - 
the  remainder  !  • 

The  vote,  on  the  request  of  Mr.  CnnrENDEN,  was  taken  hj 
States,  and  resulted  as  follows : — 

Atm. — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Missouri — 8. 

Noes.— Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachnsetts,  Rhode  Xshnd, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  lowsr— 17* 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  CAERUTHERS :— Tennessee  approves  the  sentuncntrf 
the  amendment,  but  she  thinks  the  requisite  security  is  already 
given. 

Messrs.  Butler  and  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  DEHT,of 
Maryland,  asked  to  have  their  dissent  recorded  from  the  votes  of 
their  respective  States. 

Mr.  BARRDfGER :— I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  in  rebticm 
to  Mr.  Franklin's  substitute.  I  think  it  is  not  in  order.  The 
Conference  has  already  determined  to  perfect  the  committee's  re- 
port, before  substitutes  are  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  CURTIS :— I  now  move  to  amend  Mr.  Franklin's  Bubfit 
tute,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  prohibit,"  in  the  third 
line,  down  to  and  including  the  words  "  common  law,"  and  in- 
serting instead  thereof  the  words,  "  but  this  restriction  shall  Bot 
apply  to  territory  south  of  said  line." 

My  proposition  is  offered  in  good  faith,  and  to  show  that 
Iowa  is  disposed  to  compromise.     I  do  not  say  that  this  is  as  fiwr 
as  she  will  go.    I  have  inserted  the  very  words  used  by  oa^ 
fathers.     They  prohibited  slavery  north  and  tolerated  it  south  o* 
the  line.     This  was  the  original  proposition  of  Virginia.    If  thcT^ 
is  any  thing  in  its  ethics,  they  are  Virginia  ethics.     Slavery  n(^^ 
exists  in  these  Territories.    Let  it  be  there.     There  is  slavery  "^-^ 
Kansas,  Utah,  and  Nebraska.    We  cannot  help  it.    It  appe^-^ 
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to  me  that  the  South  ought  to  accept  this  amendment  It 
i€cognize8  the  opinions  of  our  fathers.  This  was  Jeffebson'b 
idea  when  he  drew  the  ordinance  of  1787. 

The  Oonstitution  does  recognize  the  relation  of  master  and 
slave,  in  mj  opinion.  I  do  not  like  it,  I  confess.  You  in  the 
South  do  not  r^ard  your  blacks  as  slaves  in  the  absolute  sense  of 
the  term.  You  have  a  right  in  their  services,  not  in  their 
bodies.    You  recognize  them  as  men  in  various  ways. 

Again  I  say,  I  do  not  offer  this  amendment  to  embarrass  the 
iction  of  the  Conference.    It  secures  slavery  south  of  36**  30^ 

Mr.  GUTHRIE  : — This  amendment  would  not  be  satisfactoiy 
either  to  the  South  or  myself.  In  my  judgment,  it  ought  not  to 
be  adopted.  We  claim  the  right  under  the  Constitution  as  it  is^ 
to  go  into  all  the  Territories  of  the  Union  with  our  property. 
This  right  is  confirmed  to  us  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  There  will  be  no  compromise,  if  we  cannot  go  home  to 
oar  people  and  tell  them  that  you  concede  this  right  south  of 
86®  80'.  ^Otherwise,  they  would  throw  the  propositions  in  our 
fitu^es.  As  it  stands,  the  article  gives  you  security,  North.  As  it 
would  be  w^en  this  amendment  is  adopted,  it  would  give  the 
South  law  and  litigation.  We  want  peace.  We  cannot  take 
this  amendment. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Ousns,  on  motion  of  Mr.  James,  the  Conference  adjourned  to 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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SIXTEENTH    DAT. 
Washington,  Satubday,  Februa/ry  2Zd^  1861. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  ten  o'clock  a.  x.,  by 
President  Tyler,  and  its  proceedings  commenced  with  prajar 
from  Kev.  Dr.  Butler. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday,  in  part,  was  read.  The  Secretary 
stated  that  he  had  not  fonnd  time  to  complete  it. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER: — I  move  to  rescind  the  resolution 
adopted  yesterday  allowing  ten  minutes  to  a  member  proposing 
an  amendment,  and  ten  minutes  for  the  reply.  I  do  not  propose 
to  discuss  the  motion.  I  think  all  will  agree  upon  &e  neoesBitj 
of  rescinding  the  resolution.  This  will  leave  the  five  minutrf 
rule  in  full  force. 

A  vote  by  States  was  asked  by  several  members. 

Mr.  SEDDON:— I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Confab 
ence  to  this  sifbject  for  a  moment.  I  hope  the  present  rule  will 
not  be  changed.  The  debate  up  to  yesterday  was  upon  general 
questions.  We  have  not  yet  gone  into  detail.  We  tried  the 
operation  of  the  ten  minutes'  rule  yesterday.  I  am  sure  that  it 
will  not  be  claimed  that  any  gentleman  abused  it. 

Mr.  JAMES : — ^We  have  scarcely  discussed  a  question  of 
detail  connected  with  an  article  in  the  committee's  report 

Mr.  ALEXANDER: — I  will  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  VANDEVEE:— I  tried  to  oflFer  a  resolution  yesterday 
which  I  deemed  important.  It  was  then  ruled  out  of  order.  3 
am  sure  it  is  in  order  now.     It  reads  as  follows: 

Eeaohedy  That  whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  determinatioii  upon  tfc= 
amendment  of  the  Federal  Ck>nstitatioQ,  or  other  propositions  for  a^a8tme= 
approved  by  this  Convention,  we,  the  members,  do  recommend  our 
tive  States  and  constituencies  to  faithfully  abide  in  the  Union. 
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Mr.  BEONSON : — ^I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  The  report 
of  the  committee  and  the  amendments  thereto,  are  the  special 
Older  of  business.  We  oi^ht  not  to  permit  collateral  qnestions 
to  be  brought  in.  We  adjourned  yesterday  with  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Fbanklin  as  a  substitute  for  the  first  article  of 
the  committee's  report  before  us.  To  that  Mr.  Cubub,  of  Iowa, 
had  offered  an  amendment,  which  was  under  discussion.  Let  us 
keep  to  our  rules. 

The  PRESIDENT:— I  think  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  is  in  order  now. 

Mr.  VANDE VER : — I  hope  the  question  will  be  taken  upon 
my  resolution  at  the  present  time.  All  the  questions  we  have 
been  discussing  are,  in  my  judgment,  secondary  to  another  which 
ought  to  be  first  decided.  Is  this  Conference  true  to  the  Union — 
true  under  all  circumstances?  K  so,  I  regard  it  as  highly  imr 
portant  that  the  Conference  should  give  some  expression  to  that 
eflSect.  Even  if  we  should  settle  this  great  contention  about 
dftyery  to-day,  other  questions  might  afterward  arise.  I  am 
quite  prepar^  to  see  a  claim  set  up,  to  what  is  called  the  right 
of  peaceM  secession.  I  would  guard  against  all  such  claims. 
The  passage  of  this  resolution  would  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon 
the  public  mind.  I  think  we  still  have  a  Government  which  can 
protect  itself  and  the  nation.  My  constituents  believe  this  pre- 
liminary question  quite  as  important  as  that  of  protecting  slavery 
in  the  Territories. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH : — I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  introduced 
1^  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUTLER: — ^I  want  the  resolution  read  again. 

Mr.  VANDEVER :— Let  us  all  go  on  to  the  record.  I  ask 
a  vote  by  States. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  the  vote  being  taken  by  States, 
resulted  as  follows : 

Am. — ^Rhode  IsUmd,  New  Jersey,  FennsjlvaQia,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Yirgiiiia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Eentnckj,  Missouri,  and  Ohio— 11. 

Noes. — ^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachnsetts,  Conneotiont, 
Hew  York,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  lowar— 9. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  prevailed. 
The  PEESEDENT:— The  Conference  will  now  proceed  to  the 
confiideration  of  the  order  of  the  day.    The  question  is  upon  the 
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amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  to  the  sobi 
tnte  for  the  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  offei 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK:— I  came  into  tliis  Conference  with 
honest  and  single  purpose  of  healing  the  unfortunate  differen 
which  now  distract  the  country,  having  no  sinister  ends  to  ansv 
That  purpose  has  hitherto  remained  unchanged.  To  aeoompl 
it,  there  is  nothing  I  will  not  sacrifice  except  principle  and  hoi 
I  think  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  is,  in  s 
stance,  just  the  same  as  Mr.  Frakklin'b  substitute.  In  the  o 
a  fact  is  implied ;  in  the  other,  the  same  fact  is  expressed, 
understand  that  neither  proposition  can  command  the  support  i 
those  gentlemen  in  the  Conference  who  favor  a  National  Conve 
tion.  Neither  can  the  amendment  command  the  approval  of  fl 
border  slave  States.  Certainly  not  all,  if  it  can  any  of  then 
The  adoption,  then,  of  this  amendment,  will  operate  as  a  defti 
of  the  first  section  of  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Conrtiti 
tion.  Neither  party  in  this  Conference  will  accept  it  WM 
therefore,  I  believe  it  ought  to  be  accepted — while  I  believe 
amounts  to  nearly  the  same  as  the  original  proposition,  I  wi 
not  peril  the  Union  upon  a  mere  question  of  form. 

I  did  not  come  here  to  inquire  into  causes.  Our  differeoo 
exist,  and  I  do  not  think  they  were  occasioned  by  the  success  < 
the  Eepublican  party  in  the  last  Presidential  election.  B 
plotters  against  the  Union  have  seized  upon  the  occasion  to  a 
complish  their  designs. 

By  no  fault  of  their  own,  several  of  the  Border  States  ft 
placed  in  a  very  unfortunate  position.  They  wish  to  remain : 
the  Union,  but  their  people  insist  that  certain  of  their  righ 
shall  be  previously  secured ;  in  other  words,  guaranteed. 

It  is  my  firm  belief  that  if  the  inauguration  of  Presidfl 
Lincoln  was  over,  if  his  administration  had  been  for  a  ft 
months  in  operation,  we  should  all  be  at  peace.  Now,  we  mti 
act  upon  the  facts  as  they  are  presented  to  us. 

I  must  vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fro 
Iowa  in  order  to  give  the  original  proposition  a  fair  chance, 
wish  to  have  it  distinctly  understood  that  this  is  the  reason  wl 
I  cast  my  vote  against  his  amendment. 

Mr.  JAMES : — ^I  do  not  rise  to  debate  the  question  at  lengt 
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vofw  before  the  Conference.    I  think  that  this  amendment  brings 

VB  at  onoe  to  the  true  issue  which  the  case  presents.    We  have 

Htherto  been  talking  about  abstractions.    Now  we  come  directly 

to  the  point.    As  this  is  a  Conference  to  settle  disputed  questions, 

ibe  sooner  we  come  to  the  true  points  in  issue,  the  better. 

What  is  the  cause  of  our  present  differences  ?  It  is  not  found 
itt  any  action  of  the  North.  No  Northern  State  proposes  to 
&rupt  the  Union  or  to  threaten  its  stability.  But  certain  of  the 
Southern  slave  States  come  here  and  say  to  us  that  certain  alleged 
ligiits  of  theirs  must  be  secured,  or  they  cannot  induce  their 
pwple  to  consent  to  remain  in  the  Union. 

X  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  in  this  Conference  about  civil 
^^•i'*  Now,  civil  war  is  not  a  pleasant  subject  to  consider ;  but, 
pi^tlemen,  I  pray  you  to  remember  that  the  North  proposes  no 
ovil  war.  She  declines  to  consider  the  subject  at  all,  now.  K 
ovil  yf2Lr  is  brought  upon  the  country,  it  will  be  your  work,  not 
^^'"'^  The  North  will  do  all  she  can  to  stay  your  hands — to  pre- 
^'Wi't  yon  from  plunging  the  country  into  civil  war.  She  will  not 
®*^^ir  upon  it  until  you  force  her  to  do  so.  When  you  begin  it, 
•■^  force  her  into  war  in  order  to  defend  the  Government  and 
™^  TTnion,  I  have  no  doubt  she  will  enter  the  field  and  carry  on 
®^il  war  until  the  Union  is  restored  and  its  enemies  put  down. 
*^  me  ask  you,  gentlemen,  who  have  so  much  to  say  about  war, 
^^ither  you  had  not  better  leave  that, question  where  it  is? 

It  has  been  assumed,  and  very  often  stated  here,  that  the 
P^^Bent  Constitution  gives  the  right  to  the  Southern  slave  owner 
^  take  his  negroes  into  any  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
"^tes,  and  hold  them  there  as  slaves.  I  think  it  would  be  well 
*{|^  you  not  to  act  so  entirely  upon  that  assumption.  A  different 
^^^  prevails  quite  extensively  at  the  North.  It  will  be  a  long 
'^^Xie  before  that  view  is  changed. 

Now,  you  gentlemen  of  the  South  propose  to  restore  the 
'^iaBOuri  Compromise  line.  To  induce  us  to  adopt  it,  you  say 
^'^^t  the  territory  south  of  it  is  a  barren,  worthless  desert — ^that 
*a.^cry  can  never  obtain  a  substantial  foothold  there.  Why, 
*^©n,  do  you  make  the  subject  one  of  so  much  importance? 
^^y  do  you  risk  all  the  calamities  of  civil  war  and  a  disruption 
^'  tile  Union  for  such  a  poor  reward  ?  We  should  distrust  all 
7^^  statements,  we  should  disbelieve  all  your  professions  of 
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patriotism,  if  we  could  for  a  moment  credit  the  assertion  that  yon 
would  break  up  the  Union  on  such  a  worthless  pretext. 

You  ring  the  changes  in  our  ears  upon  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  your  favor.  Let  me  tell  you  plainly  that  there 
is  no  section  of  the  Union  in  which  the  decisions  of  that  couit 
have  been  so  fully  and  fairly  respected  and  observed  as  in  the 
free  States  of  the  North.    With  that  you  should  be  satisfied. 

You  are  in  trouble;  that  is  evident.  Your  troubles  hsfe 
been  caused  by  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  Thal^ 
again,  was  your  work,  not  ours.  We  opposed  the  repeal  to  the 
end.  You  had  the  power  and  you  carried  it  Now  the  North  iB 
indifferent  about  the  restoration  of  that  compromise ;  but  if  thit 
will  satisfy  you,  restore  the  stcUnis  quo^  and  the  North  will  stind 
by  you.  But  you  must  not  expect  now,  that  the  North  will  do 
any  thing  better  for  you  than  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

]!kfr.  CAEEUTHERS :— The  gentleman  from  New  York  whi 
has  last  addressed  the  Conference,  appeals  to  us  to  accept  tin 
amendment  now  proposed,  upon  the  grounds  of  justice  and 
equity.  What  is  the  present  state  of  the  case  ?  We  daim  fha 
right  to  go  into  all  the  Territories  with  our  southern  propertf. 
The  Supreme  Court  has  confirmed  this  right  to  us.  With  tini  i 
advantage  in  our  favor,  we  have  met  here  to  compromise.  WhiK 
is  the  proposition  now  ?  It  is  to  give  the  North  all  the  teirito- 
ry  north  of  36^  30',  and  to  leave  all  questions  conceming  tba 
territory  south  of  that  line  without  any  adjustment  at  all  I  Huit 
gentleman  favors  no  compromise  at  dL  He  proposes  that  vi 
should  go  home  without  any  adjustment.  Shall  we  go  back  to 
our  excited  people  and  say  this :  ^^  The  North  will  make  no  ad- 
justment with  you  "  ?  Is  this  the  way  to  settle  the  importtft 
questions  that  now  distract  the  country  ? 

We  have  not  come  here  for  war ;  we  have  come  hero  tf 
peace.  We  have  come  to  settle  all  the  questions  betweeni* 
upon  a  fair  and  equitable  basis.  How  are  we  mett  QctaSt 
men  from  the  North  say  they  will  give  us  nothing.  All  ^ 
ask  is  right  and  justice — ^that  right  which  the  Constitution  H^ 
the  Court  has  given  us  in  a22  the  territory,  secured  in  one-tUf^ 
ofU.    With  that  we  will  be  content 

Some  gentlemen  object  to  the  phraseology  of  the  artid^ 
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Let  them  have  all  that  their  own  way.  They  stop  here  to 
qnarrel  about  words?  Settle  those  as  you  like,  but  we  ask  all 
tiie  friends  of  the  Union  to  stand  by,  and  reject  all  amendments 
which  affect  the  substance  of  the  article.  Such  a  course  will  end 
all  contention* 

We  read  in  Sacred  History  that  the  Israelites  were  once  so 
oonfldentious  that  they  would  not  fight  on  Sunday.  They  were 
attacked  and  overthrown.  They  finally  agreed  to  compromise 
the  question  of  conscience  so  fbr  as  to  fight  in  self-defence  on 
Sunday.  They  were  attacked  then,  and  the  enemy  was  over- 
tiuown. 

The  report  is  not  such  as  we  could  wish  it  might  be,  but, 
such  as  it  is,  we  will  accept  it  and  stand  by  it.  We  will  adopt 
it,  and  we  ask  the  North  to  adopt  it,  in  the  true  spirit  of  com- 
promise. 

Mr.  LOGAN : — ^I  am  under  the  necessity  of  believing  that 
the  gentleman  from  Iowa  is  in  earnest,  in  offering  this  amend- 
ment ;  but  if  I  were  to  present  it,  I  should  not  expect  any  one  to 
believe  I  was  in  earnest.  What  is  the  compromise  which  this 
amendment  proposes  ?  It  is,  in  substance,  that  the  North  will 
take  three-fourths  of  the  Territory  under  the  Constitution,  and 
the  rest  by  force.  If  gentlemen  entertain  such  views,  we  might 
as  well  come  to  a  direct  vote  at  once,  and  see  whether  any  thing 
can  be  done. 

The  gentleman  from  Iowa  says  this  is  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise ;  but  it  lacks  much  of  it.  Besides,  circumstances  have 
greatly  dianged  since  1820,  when  the  compromise  waB  adopted. 
Now,  seven  States  have  left  us  and  gone  out  of  the  Union,  and 
we  are  acting  in  view  of  that  fact.  There  is  a  contest  between 
the  North  and  the  remaining  Southern  States,  and  the  latter 
have  no  better  chance  in  that  contest  alone,  than  Turkey  had  in 
the  grasp  of  the  rugged  Eussian  Bear.  The  gentlemen  from 
States  do  not  threaten.  All  they  say  is,  ^^  If  we  cannot 
I  longer  together,  let  us  go  in  peace.  We  will  fight  only 
in  self-defence." 

They  ask  us  further,  "  If  we  stay  with  you,  how  do  you  in- 
tend to  treat  us }  As  equals,  or  as  inferiors? "  If  as  inferiors, 
we  cannot  sustain  ourselves  with  our  people,  saying  nothing  of 
our  own  self-respect.  I  acknowledge  the  force  of  these  inquiries. 
20 
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A  civil  revolntion  terminated  at  the  last  election.  The  power 
to  widd  the  Goyemment  came  into  the  hands  of  the  BepnUi- 
cans.  The  circmnstances  suddenly  change.  Political  power 
leaves  the  South.  What  now  shall  we  give  them  in  place  of 
that?  Shall  we  leave  these  States  at  our  mercy!  This  is  in 
earnest  time.  We  should  act  as  if  the  fate  of  a  great  nation  de- 
pended on  our  action.  If  we  intend  to  say  we  will  do  nothing 
let  us  say  so  plainly,  and  not  by  indirection* 

Mr.  MOREHE  AD,  of  North  CaroHna :— I  thank  GOD  I  heu 
a  voice  such  as  I  have  just  heard  from  that  section  of  the  oonn- 
try  (Iowa)  !  I  have  been  a  member  of  a  recent  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina,  in  which  there  was  a  majority  of  secessionistB.  I 
have  been  jeered  at  in  that  body  for  the  opinions  I  have  ezpreBsed, 
for  I  have  told  those  gentlemen  repeatedly  that  if  we  eodid 
once  get  the  ear  of  the  North,  the  North  would  do  us  jnstioei 
They  pointed  me  to  the  raid  of  John  Beown — to  the  meeting  in 
Boston,  where  the  gallows  of  John  Beown  was  carried  wifli 
solemn  ceremonies  into  the  Cradle  of  Liberty,  They  pointed  me 
to  the  man  who  presided  over  that  meeting,  since  elevated  to 
the  high  and  honorable  position  of  Governor  of  Ma88achn8eti& 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  have  replied  that  the  masses  of  the 
northern  people  would  deal  fairly  by  us.  I  have  told  thcBB 
secessionists  to  their  teeth  that  Mr,  Lincoln  was  properly  elected 
under  the  Constitution,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  inauguratei 
Their  reply  was,  "  Kansas,  and  the  John  Beown  raid  I " 

Now,  I  ask  this  Conference  to  look  for  one  moment  at  tie 
effect  of  the  amendment  which  is  proposed.  It  withdraws  all 
constitutional  protection  from  us  north  of  36**  3(y.  Adopt  it> 
and  what  has  Massachusetts  to  do  but  to  import  her  foreignea 
into  the  country  south,  and  take  possession  of  it.  New  ToA 
will  back  her,  and  we  shall  be  swept  from  th^  face  of  the  earth. 

If  the  gentleman  from  New  York  means  to  say  that  fl» 
nation  can  put  its  foot  on  to  the  neck  of  the  States  and  eroA 
them  into  submission,  let  him  go  into  Virginia  and  join  h 
another  John  Bbown  raid.  Virginia  will  treat  him  as  she  did  } 
John  Bbown.  No  !  the  gentleman  has  not  studied  the  motto  of 
the  Union.  There  is  the  JE  plurihia  as  well  as  the  unum.  If 
ithe  new  President  proposes  to  come  down  to  the  South  a&d 
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conquer  us,  he  will  find  that  the  whole  temple  shall  falL  We 
can  be  crashed^  perhaps,  but  conquered,  never  / 

Mr.  BRADFORD :— Maryland  has,  under  the  lead  of  her 
omstitational  Chief  Magistrate,  determined  to  preserve  her  posi* 
tfam  of  neutrality,  and  not  by  any  action  of  hers  to  add  to  the 
pevailing  excitement  on  either  side.  She  has  done  what  she 
Qonld  to  allay  the  existing  irritation,  and  will  continue  to  pursue 
Ae  same  policy  she  has  hitherto  adopted. 

Here  is  a  large  file  of  amendments.  Almost  every  del^ation 
lam  given  notice  of  an  intention  to  offer  one  or  more.  If  we  be- 
gin to  adopt  them,  I  feel  sure  that  we  shall  destroy  all  hope  of  an 
ultimate  agreement. 

Iff.  President,  I  desire  to  make  an  emphatic  declaration  to 
this  Conference.  It  is  this :  Give  us  the  report  as  it  came  from 
fba  committee,  without  substantial  alteration,  and  there  is  no 
power  on  earth  that  can  draw  the  State  of  Maryland  out  of  the 
TJnion  1  Maryland  has  been  called  the  heart  of  the  Union.  The 
day  she  leaves  the  Union,  that  heart  is  broken  I  I  am  now  in- 
dhied  to  set  my  face  against  all  amendments.  I  think  that  is 
tibe  better  course. 

In  the  populous  section  of  the  State  where  I  reside,  the  uni- 
venal  cry  is,  ^*  For  God's  sake,  settle  these  questions ! "  Why 
ean  we  not  settle  them?  The  committee  inform  us  that  the 
members  of  which  it  is  comjposcd,  were  nearly  unanimous  upon 
iQ  points  except  the  territorial  question.  Will  reasonable  men 
not  yield  a  little  to  each  other  in  order  to  settle  that  ? 

Then  let  us  look  calmly  at  the  consequences  which  must  fol- 
low our  disagreement.  I  will  enter  into  no  panegyric  of  the 
Union.  To  use  an  often  repeated  expression,  it  needs  none.  It  is 
flDflhrined  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  with  all  the  glories  of  the 
pait^  with  all  the  glorious  hopes  of  the  future.  It  has  given  us  a 
position  in  the  front  rank  of  the  nations.  There  is  every  pros- 
pect that  it  will  make  us  in  the  end  the  most  powerful  among  the 
natif^nft  Who  can  look  unmoved  upon  the  spectacle  of  such  a 
Union  about  to  fall  into  fragments  ?  What  sacrifice  too  great  to 
evert  such  a  ruin  ? 

We  all  understand,  we  all  agree  that  we  can  save  the  Union 
by  settling  this  miserable  question  of  slavery  in  the  Territories. 
We  should  be  unworthy  of  ourselves  and  our  trusts,  if  we  set  our 
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division  upon  this  qneetion  above  the  preservation  of  the  Umon. 
How  can  it  be  possible  that  Union  men,  or  even  politidana,  can 
hesitate  as  to  which  path  onght  to  be  taken  f  One  leads  to  rain, 
the  other  to  a  haven  of  safety. 

It  will  be  a  world-wonder  hereafter,  if  we  do  not  agree.  Thi 
people — ^the  whole  conntry,  will  stand  aghast  at  the  spectacle  d 
fbUj  we  present.  I  wonld  not,  for  all  the  wealth  and  honois  tin 
nation  conld  bestow,  be  remembered  hereafter  as  a  man  who  stooi 
between  these  measures  of  pacification  and  the  people  who  shonL 
finally  decide  npon  them.  I  wonld  not  have  the  priceless  blea 
ing  of  the  Union  pnt  in  peril  for  a  single  honr,  when  its  stfist 
can  be  purchased  at  so  small  a  cost. 

Mr.  HACKLEMAN :— The  civilized  world  is  amazed  at  th 
present  condition  of  one  of  the  greatest  Governments  on  the  &o 
of  the  earth.  I  participate  in  that  amazement  myself.  What  i 
that  condition  f  In  a  time  of  profound  peace,  of  great  prosperitp; 
with  the  Government  itself  in  the  hands  of  soutibem  men,  Sttta 
after  State  has  dared  to  attempt  to  sever  its  connection  with  ik 
Union.  Even  Florida,  which  has  cost  us  so  many  millions,  wlSA 
ever  since  we  had  her  has  been  a  constant  slough  of  ezpenditon^ 
says  we  cannot  even  have  the  national  prepay  whidi  hxpfOB 
to  be  within  her  territorial  limits ! 

I  am  not  so  strong  a  believer  in  the  effect  of  legialatne 
action  as  many  others.  I  have  looked  at  the  main  points  rf 
our  differences  in  the  light  of  history,  and  it  is  my  belief  tbt 
the  laws  of  soil  and  climate  will  settle  this  question  of  shvoj 
in  the  Territories,  much  more  effectually  than  we  can  settle  it 
by  any  legislative  or  constitutional  provisions. 

The  Missouri  Compromise  once  settled  this  Territorial  qtM** 
tion  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  South.  Through  the  inflB* 
ence  of  the  South  it  was  repealed.  IS'ow  the  South  deaireiti^ 
have  its  provisions  restored.  As  I  understand  the  amendoMB^ 
of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  it  exactly  restores  the  ^aiu$  po* 

We  are  told,  farther,  that  the  natural  allies  of  the  boidtf 
slave  States  have  left  them ;  that,  reduced  in  numbers,  thej  eio^ 
not  maintain  their  position  against  the  IS'orth.  ThisatfOOM* 
that  the  IS'orth  is  hostile  to  die  Southu  I  deny  it.  I  say  th*' 
my  state  is  the  natural  ally  of  Kentucky,  a  more  powerfbl.  iQ] 
than  she  ever  had  South. 
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FkfftieB  are  governed  bj  certain  natnral  laws.  A  party 
wUch  adopts  a  principle  at  war  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  may  succeed  for  a  time  by  the  force  of  party  driD,  but 
in  tihe  end  it  will  go  down^  The  Calhoun  doctrine  destroyed  a 
party.  Under  the  operation  of  the  same  law  the  Democratic 
pirty  has  gone  done.  But  you  cannot  destroy  a  party  before  its 
time.  The  effort  of  Virginia  now  is  to  overthrow  the  Eepubli- 
cn  party.  The  effort  will  not  succeed.  It  is  equivalent  to  an 
attempt  to  overthrow  the  country. 

I  am  not  frightened  at  this  idea  of  giving  guarantees.  I  do 
BOt  think  them  of  much  importance.  I  am  willing  to  give  such 
«  ate  reasonable.  We  hold  to  a  certain  extent  to  your  doctrine 
af  ftate  sovereignty^  and  would  protect  it. 

Oup  people  North  aAd  South  are  too  much  alike  in  many 
le^pectB.  We  are  all  inclined  to  stand  too  much  upon  party  ab- 
tections.    This  is  almost  the  only  reason  why  we  cannot  agree. 

We  are  told  that  some  things  stated  here  grate  harshly  upon 
he  ears  of  gentlemen  from  the  South.  The  converse  of  this  is 
foally  true.  I  can  take  a  rebuke,  I  trust,  in  a  good  temper,  but 
do  not  like  to  be  stabbed  in  the  house  of  my  friends.  I  do  not 
ke  to  have  doctrines  and  opinions  imputed  to  me  and  my  party 
iiich  are  only  entertained  by  a  little  knot  of  fanatical  abolition- 
tB  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston ;  a  few  men  who  will  not  vote 
mder  the  present  Constitution,  and  who  are  led  and  controlled 
f  Llotd  Gabbison  and  Wendell  Phillips. 

Mr.  HOUSTON : — ^I  am  strongly  averse  to  tlie  introduction 
f  the  subject  of  party  into  the  deliberations  of  the  Conference. 
did  not  intend  to  allude  to  party  at  all ;  but  since  the  subject 
as  been  referred  to  in  such  impassioned  terms,  I  feel  that  I  must 
17  a  word  about  it. 

Many  references  have  been  made  in  this  debate  to  the  opin- 
HiB  of  WASHmoTON.  I  wish  his  opinions  were  better  observed 
nd  respected.  I  refer  to  his  appeal  to  his  countrymen  not  to 
nn  parties  with  reference  to  geographical  lines,  and  asking 
bem  to  frown  indignantly  upon  every  attempt  to  form  such 
ttrtieB. 

What  Washinoton  foresaw,  at  length  has  come  to  pass. 
^auties  have  been  formed,  and  are  now  in  existence,  divided  by 
eographical  lines,  having  no  interests  or  opmions  in  conmion. 
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Bnt  no  such  parties  can  long  exist  without  threatening  the  sta- 
bility of  the  Government. 

So  long  as  parties  were  national  in  their  character ;  so  loi^ 
as  they  excluded  sectional  interests  fix>m  their  platforms^  tbor 
existence  was  a  benefit  rather  than  an  injury  to  the  Union. 
Gradually  they  have  all  drifted  toward  sectionalism,  until  noir 
we  find  ourselyes  in  a  position  which  taxes  the  abOity  and 
ingenuity  of  the  ablest  men  to  provide  for  the  existence  even  of 
our  Government. 

"Nowy  I  see  no  chance  of  safety  for  us  until  we  reestaUisii 
political  parties  upon  their  old  bases,  excluding  all  sectional  con- 
siderations. When  this  is  accomplished,  the  countiy  is  safa  It 
can  only  be  done  by  settling  this  territorial  question,  and  remof- 
ing  all  inducement  to  the  formation  of  sectional  parties. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  fair  election.  It  afforded 
no  just  pretext  for  secession,  much  less  for  the  formation  of 
sectional  parties,  or  for  creating  sectional  issues. 

The  time  has  come  when  the  advice,  the  counsels  of  Wasb- 
INOTON,  become  his  most  precious  legacy  to  the  country.  ShaD 
we  not  regard  the  solemn  admonitions  of  the  Father  of  hii 
Country? 

I  would  ask  our  friends  from  the  North — ^for  they  are  onr 
friends  and  not  our  enemies — whether  they  will  not  listen  to 
these  counsels  of  Washington  ?  He  was  always  ready,  alwiji 
willing  to  submit  to  just  compromises,  when  they  were  neoofiaiy 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  his  country.  Will  they  not 
emulate  his  example  now? 

Delaware  does  not  feel  any  special  interest  in  this  questioD 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories.  She  would  have  it  settled  in  tW 
way  which  would  promote  the  interests  of  the  whole  Union. 
Her  present  impression  is,  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
presents  the  most  practicable  and  equitable  mode  of  adjustment 
Long  ago  Delaware  favored  the  abolition  of  the  slave  tnd& 
She  has  been  consistent  in  her  course  on  that  question  ever  since. 
It  is  not  imlikely  that  she  may  soon  favor  the  abolition  of  slsTeiy 
within  her  limits.  Her  progress  has  been  in  that  direction. 
When  the  present  Constitution  was  adopted,  Delaware  lied 
fifteen  thousand  slaves.  Now  she  has  not  more  than  ^teen 
hundred. 
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Mr.  TUCK: — ^I  recognize  the  reason  and  propriety  of  the 
^wishes  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  try  the  proposition 
now  before  the  Conference  upon  its  merits.  I  certainly  do  not 
desire  to  have  time  taken  np  in  unnecessary  delay.  I  do  not 
think  much  of  these  statements  about  civil  war.  !Nor  is  there  any 
attempt  here  to  defame  or  injure  any  section.  No  member  here 
has  any  such  intention.  We  seem  to  be  divided  into  two  parties. 
Both  are  willing  to  act;  neither  asks  for  delay.  One  desires 
action  through  Congress,  the  other  through  the  people,  acting  in 
Gteneral  Convention.  "We  all  have  confidence  in  the  people. 
What  do  you  see  in  this  Conference  ?  One-half  of  the  Repub- 
licans here,  are  ready  to  join  hands  with  those  who  would  invoke 
the  action  of  Congress,  and  carry  their  propositions  through,  to 
send  them  at  once  to  Congress.  I  am  ready  to  carry  your  prop- 
ositions directly  to  the  people. 

A  word  now  to  the  Democrats  in  this  Conference.  You  have 
always  been  our  superiors  in  political  address  and  management 
You  expect  in  four  years  to  bring  the  Government  back  under 
your  controL  My  strong  bias  is  in  favor  of  a  General  Conven- 
tion. That  bias  I  got  from  the  old  Democratic  party.  The  first 
mention  of  such  an  idea  I  found  in  an  article  in  the  '^  National 
Intelligencer" — a  paper  which  certainly  does  not  advocate  radical 
yiews.  I  am  aware  of  the  opposition  which  this  idea  will  meet 
with  here,  and  yet  I  have  heard  many  gentlemen  from  the  South 
say,  that  this  idea  carried  out — the  question  fairly  submitted  to 
the  people,  and  decided  by  them,  their  decision  would  be  sati&- 
ftctory.  And  would  not  many  of  the  Southern  slave  States  be 
satisfied  with  a  decision  upon  these  questions  by  a  General  Con- 
vention? Would  not  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  and  Ten- 
nessee be  willing  to  submit  their  interests  to  such  a  tribunal } 

Now,  I  wish  to  ask  the  members  representing  the  Southern 
States  in  this  Conference,  whether,  when  we  offer  you  a  General 
Convention,  fairly  elected,  which  shall  patiently  hear  and  firmly 
decide  all  our  points  of  difference,  you  had  not  better  accept  it  ? 
I  assure  you,  gentlemen,  in  the  most  perfect  good  faith,  that  a 
convention  is  the  best  alternative  the  North  can  now  offer  you. 
It  is  a  fair  and  an  honorable  alternative ;  and  because  it  is  so,  the 
North  will  insist  that  it  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  you.  If  you 
xefbse  it,  I  ask  you  whether,  in  the  sight  of  GOD  and  Man,  you 
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will  not  have  stood  between  tlie  conntry  and  peace  ?  We  act  in 
secret  here,  but  in  the  end  all  onr  actions  will  be  exposed  to  tihe 
world.  It  will  be  seen  that  we  were  ready  to  do  justice  to  yon, 
and  to  submit  all  your  claims  to  the  final  verdict  of  the  peopl& 
Should  you  not  at  least  wait  for  their  decision  f 

Mr.  DONIPHAN : — Will  the  gentleman  support  these  pro* 
posals  of  amendment  in  a  convention  of  the  people,  and  wiU  he 
use  his  influence  to  elect  members  of  such  a  convention  who  will 
do  tlic  same?  If  the  North  will  give  us  such  pledges  as  wiU 
secure  that  kind  of  action,  perhaps  we  will  go  for  a  Genenl 
Convention.  Without  such  a  pledge,  a  Oeneral  Convention  would 
be  worse  than  useless. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— I  am  glad  I  have  obtained  the  flopr  fer 
a  few  minutes.  I  feel  that  it  will  be  very  painfiil  for  me  to 
address  the  Conference,  on  account  of  physical  debility. 

But  I  came  here  with  the  single  purpose  of  accomplishing  the 
settlement  of  one  or  two  important  questions.  Permit  me,  onoe 
for  all,  and  for  the  last  time,  to  tell  the  gentlemen  £rom  New 
Hampshire  and  Connecticut,  that  they  wholly  misunderstand  the 
import  of  the  action  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
views  of  the  "  Louisville  Journal."  I  have  said,  before,  that  m 
view  of  tlie  fact  that  Congress  could  not  settle  our  difficultiefl^ 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  asked  for  a  National  Convention, 
as  our  only  hope  of  making  an  adjustment.  After  this  came  the 
invitation  of  Virginia,  like  a  bright  beam  of  hope.  Yiiginii 
invited  you  all,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts^ 
and  the  other  States,  to  meet  and  consult  for  the  public  safety. 
If  you  did  not  wish  to  secure  our  common  safety,  you  should  not 
have  accepted  her  invitation. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL  -.—Then  we  are  to  understand  that  if  we 
do  not  favor  the  CEmENDEN  resolutions,  we  should  not  have  come 
here  at  all. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE:— I  say  nothing  of  the  kind.  But  I 
insist  that  you  should  tell  us  now,  what  the  conclusion  is  to 
which  you  have  arrived.  We  want  to  know  what  you  gentle- 
men, representing  the  Northern  States,  intend  to  do.  Give  us 
your  votes.  We  have  had  enough  of  discussion,  which  amounts 
to  notliing.  If  you  will  consent  to  no  arrangement,  let  us  know 
it  now.    We  have  a  duty  to  perform  toward  our  own  people. 
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Ve  wish  to  Telieve  them  from  suspense,  so  that  tliey  maj  de- 
snnme  what  their  fxiture  course  shall  be,  in  view  of  the  fact 
hat  yon  will  do  nothing  for  them. 

Mr.  COOK : — li  Illinois  had  understood  that  she  was  only 
0  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  to  the  propositions  of 
Tiiginia  as  announced  in  the  resolutions  which  accompanied  her 
nyitation,  the  Conference  may  be  assured  that  Illinois  would 
lot  have  appeared  here  at  all.  She  understood  that  she  was 
nvited  to  a  Conference,  in  which  all  the  States  were  to  meet 
qpop  a  basis  of  perfect  equality.  The  very  resolutions  of  the 
jegislature  of  Illinois,  under  which  we  received  our  appoint- 
oents,  assert  that  their  adoption  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  an 
nent  tb  the  resolutions  of  Virginia. 

We  think  we  are  not  passing  the  limits  of  propriety,  when  we 
DBiBt  that  we  should  be  permitted  to  state  the  views  and  opinions 
f  the  people  of  Illinois,  on  the  questions  which  this  Conference 
nroposes  to  decide.  To  state  what  we  will  and  what  we  will  not 
imcede.  There  seems  to  be  an  unwillingness  to  give  us  this 
lermission.  If  the  people  are  now  ready  to  give  their  sanction 
0  the  propositions  contained  in  the  Virginia  resolutions,  they 
ronld  send  delegates  here  who  would  accept  these  propositions 
rithout  debate  or  discussion.  They  have  not  yet  done  so.  If 
bey  intended  to  limit  our  right  of  private  judgment,  they  have 
Bortainly  not  yet  expressed  any  such  intention.  They  understand, 
ad  we  have  not  forgotten,  that  there  is  a  broad  distinction 
etween  the  guaranty  of  old  rights  and  the  creation  of  new  ones. 

We  now  understand  just  what  the  South  proposes.  The 
nestion  is  plainly  and  distinctly  presented  to  us,  whether  we 
nH  assent  to  a  constitutional  recognition  of  the  right  to  hold 
Layes  in  a  portion  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
Art  a  question  of  prohibition  at  all.  We  are  required  to  assert  the 
fibmative  right  of  holding  slaves  independent  of  State  laws,  and 
nder  the  Constitution. 

Gentlemen  present  us  this  question,  and  coolly  tell  us  we 
rant  no  more  discussion,  no  more  arguments,  no  examination  of 
nr  respective  rights  under  or  outside  the  Constitution.  We 
fhsh  you  to  teD  us  at  once  whether  you  will  assent  to  our  wishes 
r  not.    If  you  will  not,  then  comes  some  dark  insinuations 
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about  going  home  to  their  people,  and  certain  consequenoee  are 
to  follow,  of  the  precise  nature  of  which  we  are  not  informecL 

Gentlemen,  when  was  the  sanction  of  the  American  people 
ever  secured  to  an  important  proposition  in  such  a  way  as  tIdBt 
If  we  are  not  to  exercise  our  judgment,  and  act  accorduig  to  itB 
dictates,  upon  every  proposal  of  amendment  here  presented, 
then,  for  one,  I  care  not  how  soon  our  deliberations  end.  Until 
we  better  understand  our  relative  positions  than  we  seem  to  at 
present,  I  do  not  see  much  use  in  prolonging  the  discussion. 

Mr.  EWING: — Some  concession  must  be  expected  from  both 
sides,  or  we  cannot  agree.  As  a  Northern  man,  I  fed  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  get  these  propositions  made  as  acceptable  to  the 
Korth  as  I  can,  and  then  to  ensure  their  submission  to  the 
people.  Even  then,  we  are  not  committed  to  the  support  of 
these  propositions,  though  I  myself  should  feel  so  to  some  extent 
A  single  question  is  now  presented  to  us.  Shall  we  accept  tfaeee 
propositions  when  they  are  perfected  as  far  as  they  can  be,  or 
diall  we  submit  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union?  I  am  willing  to 
say  that  I  will  yield  my  personal  opinions  for  the  purpose  of 
concession,  and  I  do  not  tliink  I  show  myself  an  inferior  man  by 
doing  so.  In  all  disputes,  the  firmest  men  are  the  first  to  yield. 
Let  a  man  be  firm  as  a  rock  in  battle,  but  conciliatory  in  councQ; 
especially  in  such  a  comicil  as  this,  where  the  lives  of  millioDB 
may  be  concerned.  There  is  a  firmness  which  is  but  another 
name  for  imprudence — for  rashness.  Take  the  case  of  a  railroad 
collision.  One  engineer  may  have  the  right  of  track ;  it  may  be 
the  duty  of  all  others  to  recognize  that  right,  and  not  interfeee 
with  his  exercising  it.  But,  if  another  gets  on  to  it,  he  who  has 
the  right  would  not  be  justified,  if,  in  its  exercise,  he  ran  blindly 
on,  and  produced  a  collision,  destroying  the  lives  of  his  passen- 
gers, when  he  could  have  avoided  the  collision.  So  it  is  here. 
"We  may  be  right — the  North  may  be  right;  but  we  should  not 
hazard  the  existence  of  the  Union  by  a  determination  to  exercise 
that  right  at  all  events,  when,  by  some  slight  concessions,  we 
could  save  the  Union.  Let  us  use  our  judgments — ^let  us  act  in 
view  of  the  facts  here  presented,  with  that  prudence  and  dis- 
crimination which  we  apply  to  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  and 
all  will  yet  be  well. 
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Mr.  KLNTG : — I  have  not  spoken  hitherto,  and  should  not 
now  say  a  word,  but  for  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. I  come  here  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  As  such  I  am  the  equal — ^the  peer  of  any  represent- 
ative of  any  other  State  on  this  floor.  I  do  not  intend  to  be 
lectured  into  or  intimidated  from  doing  any  thing  which  my 
judgment  tells  me  I  should  not  do,  or  should  do. 

Speaking  for  New  York,  I  say  that  she  holds  her  allegiance  to 
the  Constitution  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  above 
and  beyond  any  other  political  duty  or  obligation.  "With  this 
obligation  always  before  them,  her  representatives  have  come 
here  to  consult  with  you  upon  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
tiy.  I  am  as  old  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I  recognize 
no  light  in  him  to  lecture  me  on  my  political  duties.  I  revere 
the  Constitution  of  my  country.  I  was  educated  to  love  it,  and 
my  own  father  helped  to  make  it.  I  cannot  sit  still  and  hear 
Buch  declarations  as  have  been  hourly  repeated  hero  for  the  last 
few  days. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^Does  the  gentleman  consider  this  a  consoli- 
dated Government  or  a  confederation  of  States  ? 

Mr.  BUNG : — ^I  consider  this  a  confederation  of  States  under 
the  Constitution,  and  that  in  all  that  respects  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, every  good  citizen  owes  an  allegiance  to  it  above  and 
beyond  that  which  he  owes  to  his  State  or  to  any  other  poUt- 
cal  authority.  And  that  statement  comprises  nearly  all  I  wish 
to  say.  The  State  of  New  York  at  all  times,  in  peace  or  war,  has 
been  loyal  to  the  Constitution ;  and,  although  some  of  her  repre- 
sentatives here  may  undertake  to  make  you  think  differently,  she 
always  will  be.  Yes  I  loyal  with  all  her  strength  and  power  1 
And  as  one  of  her  representatives,  I  shall  yield  nothing  on  her 
part  to  threats,  menaces,  or  intimidations.  I  believe  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  now  stands  gives  you  guarantees  enough — all  you 
ought  to  have. 

Mr.  GOODEICII : — I  ought  not  to  permit  this  vote  to  be 
taken,  without  a  word  of  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina.  The  impression  would  certainly  be  de- 
rived from  his  speech  that  Governor  Andrew,  of  Massachusetts, 
approved  of  the  John  Beown  raid.  This  is  not  true.  There  ia 
not  a  particle  of  truth  in  the  assertion.     There  is  a  gentle- 
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man  here,  who  heard  Governor  Andbew  state  publidj  when 
he  first  heard  of  that  raid,  that  John  Brown  mnet  be  crstj. 
It  is  tme  that  a  meeting  was  held  in  Boston  to  raise  funds  to 
support  the  poverty-stricken  family  of  John  Beown.     Gbvemor 
Andrew,  I  believe,  presided ;  and  a  single  paragraph  taken  from 
some  remarks  he  made  on  that  occasion,  has  been  scattered  broad- 
cast over  the  country.    In  order  to  understand  what  he  did  say, 
both  the  context  and  what  followed  it  are  indispensable.    Those 
were  carefully  suppressed.    The  opinions  of  Governor  Andrew 
are  well  known.     They  are  in  sympathy  with  those  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Massachusetts.    ^Neither  he  nor  they  approved  the  Joes 
Brown  invasion. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH :— I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  He  s 
discussing  a  subject  which  is  strictly  personal,  having  no  coimeo- 
tion  with  the  report  of  the  committee,  or  the  amendments  oBet- 
ed  to  that  report. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  think  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemin 
from  Massachusetts  are  not  in  order. 

Mr.  GOODRICH :— Well,  I  cannot  proceed  in  order.  I  (oij 
desired  to  correct  a  misapprehension.  I  do  not  quite  understand 
why  these  misrepresentations  should  be  made,  and  then  objec- 
tions interposed  to  their  correction. 

Mr.  HOPPIN :— I  rise,  Mr.  President,  to  address  the  Confab 
ence  with  great  reluctance.  K  there  is  a  gentleman  within  tbe 
sound  of  my  voice  whose  heart  is  full  of  anxious  solicitude  for  tbe 
safety  of  the  country,  he  will  know  how  to  sympathize  with  mc 
I  do  not  represent  a  State  containing  four  millions  of  people,  M 
one  of  the  smallest  in  the  Union ;  and  yet  little  Rhode  Island  htf 
a  heart  which  beats  true  to  the  Union.  It  so  happened  that  she 
was  one  of  the  last  to  accept  the  Constitution ;  but  when  she  did 
accept  it — when  she  took  upon  herself  its  obligations — she  be- 
came  faithful  to  it,  and  she  has  ever  since  been  true. 

I  feel  that  my  position  is  peculiar.  I  cannot  judge  of  oihtf 
men  as  some  gentlemen  do.  The  North  is  full  of  men  who  do 
not  concur  in  ipy  opinions  upon  the  question  of  slavery.  1 
know  they  are  honest  and  honorable  men.  I  should  do  injiutios 
to  them  and  to  myself,  if  I  believed  them  to  be  either  corrupt  or 
enemies  of  the  Union  and  of  good  government ;  and  it  is  just  the 
same  in  the  South  as  in  other  sections.    Looking  around  me 
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upon  these  able  and  patriotic  representatives,  who  come  here  with 
ftdl  hearts  and  tell  us  of  their  position— of  the  feelings  of  their 
people — of  the  anxiety  and  apprehension  which  is  so  deeply  felt 
among  them,  can  I  believe  that  these  men  are  dishonest?  that 
they  do  not  mean  what  they  say  ?  No,  sir  1  Nobody  can  be  so 
unjust  and  unfair  as  that. 

I  think  of  these  questions  which  we  are  discussing  earnestly 
and  continually.  My  heart  is  torn  by  conflicting  emotions.  I 
wish  to  perform  my  duty  toward  all  sections,  and  I  do  feel  sure 
that  something  must  be  done  for  our  southern  Mends.  They 
wish  to  remain  in  the  Union — ^they  do  not  wish  to  be  driven 
oat ;  and  they  tell  us  in  aU  sincerity  that  something  must  be 
done  to  satisfy  their  people,  or  they  cannot  keep  them  in  the 
Union.  I  know  that  the  questions  presented  here  are  very  em- 
bairassing  to  the  North,  but  we  must  decide  them.  We  must  do 
the  best  we  can,  and  the  North  will  sustain  us;  our  constituents 
will  approve  our  action. 

Khode  Island  wishes  to  act  fairly  by  all.  She  does  not  her- 
Belfy  need  any  amendments  to  the  Constitution ;  but  if  her  sisters 
need  them,  she  wiU  consider  their  necessities.  Her  delegation 
liere  acts  unitedly,  and  its  members  are  influenced  by  the  same 
spirit  We  have  done  all  we  could  to  bring  ourselves  to  a  rational 
conclusion ;  and  we  feel,  my  friends,  as  though  this  body  ought 
never  to  separate  until  we  come  to  an  agreement — ^until  we  come 
to  some  compromise  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  all. 

I  cannot  now,  in  the  short  time  that  remains,  go  into  a  mi- 
nute examination  of  the  various  points  presented.  This  has  been 
done  by  abler  men.  But  I  do  feel  that  although  the  questions 
may  be  difScult,  there  are  none  of  them  which,  as  sensible  men, 
we  cannot  settle.  Don't  let  us  forget  our  great  mission  and  de- 
scend into  personal  abuse.  Do  not  let  us  forget  our  high  duties. 
Let  us  perform  them  in  a  friendly  and  a  Christian  spirit.  Let  us 
look  at  the  facts  as  they  are.  Let  us  not  spend  our  time  in  try- 
ing to  find  out  who  struck  the  first  blow,  or  who  is  responsible. 
Let  ns  all  unite  together  in  one  great,  final  efibrt  to  save  the 
country  and  the  Union. 

As  matters  now  stand,  we  who  represent  Bhode  Island  can 
iQe  no  way  more  desirable  than  to  vote  for  and  support  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.    And  yet  we  do  not  insist  upon  that  re- 
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port  Show  ns  any  thing  better,  and  we  will  go  finr  it  But  we 
will  do  nothing  to  widen  the  breach — ^we  will  do  all  we  can  to 
heal  it  My  friends,  I  say  once  more,  let  ns  go  to  work  eameBlly, 
and  do  not  let  ns  separate  and  go  to  our  homes,  until  we  can  cany 
with  ns  the  glorions  news  that  we  have  healed  np  all  diBBen- 
fiions  and  adopted  a  plan  that  will  secure  the  Union  and  make  it 
perpetual. 

Mr.  CEOWNINSIIIELD:— I  understand  that  the  propoo- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  is  to  restore  the  Missomi  Oom- 
promise.  If  so,  does  not  his  proposition  commend  itself  to  the 
Conference  as  one  that  will  command  the  respect  and  support  of 
the  country  ?  I  have  asked,  many  others  have  asked,  what  is  the 
cause  of  our  present  difficulties  t  The  question  meets  no  direct 
reply — ^no  definite  answer.  The  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compro- 
mise is  referred  to,  hinted  at,  as  die  principal  cause.  If  an  an- 
swer were  extorted,  I  think  it  would  be,  the  repeal  of  that  Com- 
promise. 

The  history  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  is  so  simple  that  W6 
all  understand  it.  Southern  men  forced  the  measure  upon  the 
North.  The  few  northern  men  who  voted  for  it  were  swept  ont 
of  their  political  existence  at  the  election  which  followed  its  pa»- 
sage.  Which  section  is  responsible  for  its  repeal — ^the  North 
or  the  South  ?  You  say  its  repeal  was  moved  by  a  northern  man. 
Very  true !  But  he  was  a  nortliem  man  who  had  adopted 
souUiem  principles,  and  who  sought  to  secure  the  favor  of  the 
South  by  this  act.  Southern  men  supported  his  proposition  and 
carried  it  through  Congress  against  the  votes  and  the  renum- 
strances  of  the  North. 

The  South,  then,  established  and  destroyed  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise. The  South  wishes  to  have  its  provisions  restored. 
Why,  then,  are  you  not  satisfied  to  have  it  put  into  the  Consti- 
tution, and  so  make  it  permanent  and  perpetual,  if  the  North 
will  consent  to  it  ?  Are  the  circumstances  of  the  South  so  much 
changed?  If  it  was  equitable  in  1820,  dfoTtvori  it  ought  to  be 
equitable  in  1861.  Territory  has  been  acquired  since  1820,  it  is 
true,  but  it  is  all  or  nearly  all,  south  of  the  compromise  lina 
Restore  the  Missouri  Compromise  and  this  territory  will  be  de- 
voted to  southern  institutions.  What  territory  has  been  acquir- 
ed since?    Will  gentlemen  reply,  "Oregon"?    I   insist  that 
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Oregon  was  virtually  acquired  before.    It  only  required  the  final 
agreement  upon  a  boundary  line. 

If  there  is  any  proposition  in  which  the  North  can  concur — 
any  that  will  restore  harmony  between  the  North  and  the 
South — ^it  is  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  K 
any  other  is  proposed  less  favorable  or  just  to  the  North,  I  do 
not  believe  the  people  will  adopt  it. 

I  am  not  insensible  to  the  condition  of  the  country.  Neither 
are  my  coDeagues,  nor  the  constituents  they  represent.  But  you 
znust  not  expect  us  here,  in  the  worst  emergency  you  can 
imagine,  to  forget  or  throw  away  the  rights  of  our  i)eople.  K 
we  consent  to  support  this  amendment,  it  is  as  far  as  we  can  go. 
You  ought  not  to  ask  us  to  go  farther. 

Mr.  DENT : — I  will  only  occupy  one  moment.  Maryland 
has  spoken  in  language  which  satisfies  me.  As  I  understand 
him,  I  concur  in  what  my  colleague  has  said. 

Now  the  nut  is  to  be  cracked.  The  majority  report  proposes 
to  give  up  three-fourths  of  our  territory  to  the  North  absolutely, 
retaining  the  little  balance  for  the  South.  The  amendment  pro- 
poses to  pick  the  kernel  out  of  the  balance,  and  to  leave  the 
husks  to  us.  To  that  we  shall  agree  when  we  are  compelled  to ; 
not  before. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Missouri:— The  Supreme  Court  has 
already  decided,  in  terms  which  arc  not  ambiguous,  that  Con- 
gress has  no  right,  under  the  Constitution,  to  prohibit  slavery  in 
the  Territories.  Now,  our  brethren  of  the  North  propose  to  give 
us  the  Missouri  Compromise.  Wliat  do  they  mean?  Do  they 
intend  to  give  us  a  substantial  right— one  that  we  can  enforce 
and  rely  upon,  or  do  they  intend  to  keep  it  from  us  ?  They  are 
shrewd  as  well  as  honorable  men.  They  know  that  the  cftect  of 
this  amendment  will  be  to  leave  the  territory  south  of  the  line, 
without  the  slightest  acknowledgment  or  guaranty,  just  where  it 
is  at  the  present  time,  so  far  as  slavery  is  concerned. 

The  construction  placed  upon  the  Missouri  Compromise  was, 
that  the  prohibition  of  slavery  north  of  the  line  which  it  estab-  • 
lished,  implied  the  right  of  holding  slaves  south  of  the  line.    At 
the  time  of  its  adoption  there  was,  in  respect  of  this  construction, 
no  difference  of  opinion.     Such  was  the  construction  of  Mr. 

WXBSTEB.      * 
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"Now  you  propose  to  leave  it  still  for  CongreBB  to  legislate  m 
to  the  territory  south.  You  secure  that  north,  by  a  prohibitum 
in  the  Constitution ;  you  will  get  that  south,  by  the  action  of 
Congress. 

The  decision  in  the  Dred  Scott  case  may  be  reversed.  It 
afforded  no  permanent  protection.  One  of  your  leaders  (Mr. 
Wilmot)  says  he  will  war  against  it.  The  gentleman  from  JTew 
York  (Mr.  Smtth)  denies  the  force  of  the  decision  in  this  respect 
Now,  gentlemen,  all  we  of  the  South  want,  is  to  have  this  ques- 
tion settled.  You  know  well  that  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment, so  far  from  settling  it,  leaves  it  all  open ;  or  rather  it 
settles  the  question  North,  and  leaves  it  open  South.  The 
country  is  in  danger — that  all  concede.  Will  you,  because  yoa 
do  not  agree  in  opinion  with  the  Supreme  Court,  refuse  to  join 
us  in  oue  more  effort  to  save  the  country  ? 

Mr.  CLAY : — I  have  not  unnecessarily  occupied  a  mement 
of  the  time  of  this  Conference,  and  it  is  not  now  my  intentiflu 
to  occupy  the  whole  ten  minutes  to  which  I  am  entitled.  But  I 
do  wish  to  express  some  of  the  opinions  which  I  entertaiQ  upon 
the  questions  immediately  under  our  consideration.  ^Bed 
Oauntlet "  has  been  cited  as  an  authority  in  this  body,  but  I 
think  I  might  cite  another  of  the  same  class  which  would  be  move 
in  point.  It  is  the  "  Bleak  House,"  by  Charles  Dickens,  in  whidi 
the  circumlocution  office  is  so  graphically  described.  It  would  be 
decidedly  more  appropriate  to  our  present  action. 

Why  have  we  come  together  ?  What  brought  us  here!  We 
have  come  to  devise  the  meaus  of  saving  a  distracted  and  bleed- 
ing country.  Wliat  the  South  asks  you  to  do,  is,  to  recognize  the 
property  which  her  citizens  possess ;  and  when  they  take  ihit 
property  to  the  Territories,  to  secure  its  protection  there,  or 
rather  to  protect  it  south  of  the  line  of  36^  30'.  Will  you  do  it! 
Are  you  going  to  do  it  ?  If  you  intend  to  recognize  our  property 
south  of  this  line,  write  it  down  so  plain  that  my  constituent} 
can  understand  it — so  that  they  will  not  be  cheated.  If  you 
•  intend  to  do  nothing,  let  us  know  it  at  once.  We  will  tiica 
know  what  to  expect,  and  how  to  advise  our  people. 

The  question  of  slavery  is  but  an  incident  to  the  great 
questions  which  are  at  the  bottom  of  our  divisions.  Sudk 
differences  have  brought  war  after  war  upon  EiSrope.    It  is, 
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after  all,  the  old  qnestion  of  the  balance  of  power  between  the 
different  sections  and  different  interests.  Who  does  not  remem- 
her  that  in  1832  and  1833  the  Tariff  brought  up  the  same 
questions f  Why  did  South  Carolina  then  threaten  to  nullify! 
Because  nullification  then,  was  one  of  the  effects  which  the 
diar^ard  of  the  rights  of  a  section  caused. 

The  South  have  always  insisted  upon  terms  of  equality  with 
the  North.  To  this  equality  no  one  can  deny  she  is  justly 
entitled.  So  long  as  new  States  came  in  pa/ripassu^  iNortib  and 
South,  she  was  satisfied.  When  this  equilibrium  was  disturbed, 
she  b^gah  to  insist  upon  guarantees.  IS'ow,  when  you  propose 
to  put  the  point  of  equilibrium  out  of  sight  altogether,  the  South 
ixuuBts  upon  these  guarantees,  as  not  only  necessary,  but  indis- 
pensable to  her  safety.  This  is  right  and  fair.  The  I^orth  would 
insist  upon  the  same  thing,  under  like  circumstances. 

Gtentlemen  from  the  North  have  complained  here  that  we 
have  not  stated  exactly  what  would  satisfy  us.  We  have  told 
you  what  we  wanted  over  and  over  again.  We  want  the  Crtt- 
TJMDJm  resolutions.  We  told  you  that,  when  we  first  came  here. 
We  have  now  been  here  for  nearly  four  weeks,  and  the  CEirrEN- 
mor  amendment  has  never  once  been  submitted  to  a  vote.  Since 
our  difficulties  first  assumed  importance,  there  has  never  been  a 
measure  of  pacification  suggested  which  has  met  with  such  a 
measure  of  acceptance  as  the  GBmENDEN  resolutions.  State  after 
State  has  sent  petitions  to  Congress  asking  for  their  adoption. 
Almost  the  entire  South,  with  Virginia,  the  Mother  of  States,  in 
the  advance,  tells  you  that  these  resolutions  will  be  an  acceptable 
measure  of  pacification,  and  yet  you  will  not  give  us  a  vote  upon 
them;  you  will  scarcely  consent  to  consider  them.  Even  the 
oommittee,  whose  report  is  so  unsatisfactory  to  the  North  (and 
a  portion  of  the  Soutii  also),  does  not  appear  to  have  given  them 
much  attention. 

Mr.  President,  in  behalf  of  the  South,  I  think  I  know  what 
to  say.  If  our  differences  are  to  be  settled  at  all,  we  must  have 
our  property  in  our  slaves  in  the  Territories  recognized;  and 
when  that  property  is  constitutionally  recognized,  it  must  be  con- 
stitutionally protected.  Such,  I  know,  are  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  ALLEK : — ^I  wish  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  ConfiorenQe 
21 
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for  only  one  moment  to  the  trae  aspect  of  tlie  question  now 
before  us.  We  are  asked  if  we  will  suffer  the  Union  to  be 
destroyed  on  account  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  Let  me 
ask  these  gentlemen  who  it  is  that  proposes  to  break  up  and 
destroy  the  Union?  It  is  the  South — ^it  is  not  the  North.  But 
all  that  I  pass  by. 

K  it  were  merely  a  question  of  who  should  have  the  benefidil 
possession  of  our  present  unoccupied  territory,  we  would  gm 
that  up  at  once  to  the  South.  But  it  is  not  a  question  of  poft- 
session  at  alL  It  ia  the  question  which  shall  control  and  give 
direction  to  the  policy  of  the  country — ^the  institutiong  of 
Slavery  or  the  institutions  of  Freedom !  You  ask  for  a  proYiaioii 
in  the  Constitution  which  will  place  that  policy  under  tike 
control  of  the  institutions  of  slavery.    This  we  cannot  grant  joa. 

We  of  the  North  stand  where  our  fathers  did,  who  resbted 
the  Stamp  Act ;  who  threw  overboard  the  tea  in  Boston  harbor. 
We  have  been  taught  to  resist  the  smallest  b^innings  of  evil; 
that  this  is  the  true  policy.  Ohsta  jmncipii  was  the  motto  of 
our  fathers.  It  is  ours.  The  debates  of  this  Conference,  and 
those  of  the  Convention  of  1787,  will  stand  in  a  strange  contMt 
to  each  other. 

Mr.  BALDWIN : — ^I  now  offer  the  minority  report  of  flie 
conmiittee,  with  the  accompanying  resolutions  as  an  amend* 
mentto— 

The  PKESEDENT :— The  gentleman  from  Connectieufc  ii 
not  in  order. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  by  States,  upon  the  amendment  c^ 
fered  by  Mr.  Cubtis,  to  the  substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Erahb* 
UN,  for  the  first  article  of  the  section  reported  by  the  Genenl 
Committee,  with  the  following  result : 

Ates. — ^Maine,  Yermont,  MassochnsettSy  Gonneoticat)  Iowa,  and  N0V 
York—S. 

KoEs. — New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  PenusjlTaDia,  W- 
aware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  IGaBOuii 
and  Ohio--12. 

And  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  OOENDfG :— I  dissent  from  the  vote  of  New  Tort 

Mr.  WUjMOT  : — ^I  wish  to  be  recorded  as  voting  Aye  I 

Mr.  DODGE : — ^I  dis&ent ;  I  am  against  the  amendment 

Mr.  WOOD : — I  wish  my  vote  recorded  in  favor  of  ti^ 
amendment. 
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Mr.  COOK:— And  bo  do  I. 

Mr.  LOGAN : — ^I  am  the  other  way. 

Mr.  TUCK :— I  dissent  from  the  vote  of  New  Hampahire. 

Mr.  QRANTGER :— And  I  from  that  of  New  York. 

Mr.  WOLCOTT :— I  dissent  fix)m  the  vote  of  Ohio.  I  notice 
Iiat  my  oolleagae,  Mr.  Chase,  is  not  present  at  this  moment. 

Mr.  BEONSON:— I  also  dissent  fix)m  the  vote  of  New  York, 
ify  asBOciate,  Oen.  Wool,  is  confined  to  his  room  by  a  severe 
odiBpofiition*  For  his  benefit,  and  as  I  know  he  feels  a  deep 
Qterest  in  these  votes,  and  desires  to  have  his  name  appear  upon 
he  record,  in  his  behalf  I  offer  the  following  resolution : 

JBe$ol9edf  Whereas  John  E.  Wool,  a  delegate  from  New  York,  is  unable 
)  attend  the  Convention,  fh)m  dokness,  therefore  that  he  be  permitted, 
piiflii  he  does  attend,  or  by  commnnication  in  writing  to  the  Secretary,  to 
Sfa  his  disaent  recorded,  as  to  any  vote  of  his  State. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  PRESIDENT:— The  question  now  will  be  upon  the 
doption  of  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Fsaneun),  to  the  first  section  of  the  article 
sported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  FRANKLTN ;— Before  that  question  is  taken,  I  desire 
0  accept  certain  verbal  amendments  which  have  been  proposed 
y  various  members,  which  will,  I  think,  improve  the  substitute 
rhich  I  offer.    These  amendments  are  as  follows : 

1st.  In  the  fifth  line,  as  printed,  after  the  words  "  nor  shall  any  law  be 
■Mflfl,^  insert  the  words  ^'  by  Congress  or  the  Territorial  Legislature." 

2d.  In  the  mxth  line,  after  the  words  "  the  taking  of  sach  persons,"  in- 
ert •*  from  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union." 

ad.  In  the  eighth  line,  before  the  words  "  according  to  the  common  law,'* 
inavt  the  words  *'  course  of  the." 

4Ql  In  the  seventh  line,  after  the  words  "  prevent  the  taking  of  such  per- 
■OM,"  insert  the  words  "  from  any  State  in  the  Union." 

These  amendments  I  adopt,  and  wish  them  to  be  treated  as 
bcorporated  into  my  substitute. 

The  PRESIDENT  -.—Such  will  be  assumed  as  the  pleasure 
f  the  Conference,  as  no  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE : — ^I  am  content,  on  the  part  of  the  commit- 
2[e,that  the  substitute  oflFered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia diould  be  adopted  in  the  place  of  the  first  section  of  the  arti* 
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de  reported  by  the  committee.    It  amoimts  to  the  same  finng, 
and  is  expressed  in  shorter  and  better  language.    * 

Mr.  FKELmGHTJYSEN :— I  move  to  amend  Mr.  Ebahk- 
Lm's  substitute  as  follows  :*    I  think  these  words  would  be  moreM 
acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  Northern  States. 

Mr.  PALMER : — ^Does  not  the  gentleman's  amendment  in— 
Yolve  an  Hibemicism  ?    I  think  if  we  are  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee,  the  Franklin  amendment  admits  of  no  impnyv»- 
ment.    It  had  better  stand  as  it  is.    K  we  undertake  to  change 
it  we  shall  all  get  to  sea. 

Mr.  FEELBSTGHTIYSEN :— I  withdraw  my  propomtion. 

Mr.  JAMES : — It  was  moved  yesterday  to  insert  the  wordBi 
"  or  facilitate  "  after  the  words  "  hinder  or  prevent,"  in  that  part 
of  Mr.  Fbanelin's  amendment  which  negatives  the  right  to  pan 
laws.    What  was  done  with  that} 

Mr.  FOWLER  :^Nothing.  I  moved  it,  and  I  insist  upon 
the  motion. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE :— I  submit  to  the  Conference  whether  tluB 
amendment  is  necessary  or  proper.  Suppose  some  new  question 
arises  relating  to  slavery  which  it  may  be  greatly  for  the  interat 
of  the  Territory  to  protect.  Suppose  mines  are  discovered,  and 
the  Territory  should  want  slaves  to  work  them.  Shall  we  pot 
it  into  the  Constitution  that  no  law  shall  be  passed  to  encoo^ 
age  their  emigration  ? 

Mr.  BRONSON :— I  see  no  need  of  it. 

Mr.  JAMES : — The  point  generally  comes  out.  Now  you 
say  that  you  will  have  the  right  to  go  into  the  Territory  wifli 
your  slaves,  and  no  law  shall  be  passed  to  prevent  you,  no  mife- 
ter  how  much  such  a  law  would  promote  the  material  interoetB' 
of  the  Territory.  The  converse  of  this  you  will  not  agree  tk 
You  are  not  content  to  let  slavery  stand  by  itself,  you  must  have 
it  nursed  by  the  Territorial  Legislatures.  Does  slavery  alwaysrd- 
quire  such  partiality!  I  say  the  power  of  the  Legislature  should 
be  exercised  on  both  sides,  or  it  should  not  be  exercised  at  aDL 
I  am  trying  to  perfect  the  article.  If  it  is  to  pass,  and  go  to  the 
people  as  a  measure  of  pacification,  and  if  you  expect  them  to 
adopt  it,  you  must  not  have  it  so  ono^ided  and  unfair.    The  peo- 

*  Hub  was  a  verbal  amendineiit    I  was  not  able  to  note  it  at  the  time, 
nor  have  I  nnoe  been  able  to  procure  it. 
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]de  will  nnderatand  it — ^it  will  be  onr  duty  to  explain  it  to  them, 
and  to  give  them  its  history. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — But  your  amendment  would  prohibit  the 
passage  of  a  law  permitting  the  transit  of  a  slaveholder  through 
the  Territory  witii  his  property.  Eemember,  also,  that  the  pro- 
hibition only  continues  so  long  as  the  territorial  condition  exists. 

Mr.  SMITH : — ^Before  this  vote  is  taken,  I  wish  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  character  of  the  prohibition.  '^  Nor  shall  any  law 
be  passed  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons  to  said 
Territory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  from  said  relation," 
&C.  Now,  this  is  very  broad.  Suppose  a  law  giving  the  right 
of  transit  to  the  people  of  the  free  States,  or  any  law  for  their 
protection  in  the  Territory,  as  inhabitants,  is  held  by  the  Terri- 
torial Judge  to  ^^  impair  the  rights  arising  from  said  relation." 
He  holds  it  unconstitutional  Where  is  the  remedy?  What 
views  are  entertained  upon  some  of  these  points  in  some  sections 
of  the  South  we  know.  If  you  do  not  adopt  this  amendment  it 
is  quite  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  exclude  any  person 
from  the  Territory  whose  presence  there  may  be  thought  inju- 
rious to  slavery.    Did  the  committee  intend  this  } 

The  question  upon  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Fowlee's  amendment 
resulted  as  follows : 

Atxs.— Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticnt,  New  York,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  lowar— 10. 

Nobs. — ^New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Garolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and  Ohio — 10. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GEOESBECK : — ^I  move  to  amend  the  substitute  oflTered 
by  Mr.  Fsakkun,  by  inserting  after  tlie  words  "  nor  shall  any 
law  be  passed,"  the  words  "  by  Congress  or  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature." I  think  this  is  necessary  to  make  our  intention  plain. 
Otherwise  it  might  be  said  that  the  proliibition  did  not  apply  to 
Oongiess. 

Mr.  FRANKLIN : — I  think  the  suggestion  a  very  proper 
one.    I  will  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WILMOT : — I  only  wish  to  understand  where  we  are. 
Have  we  disposed  of  the  word  "  facilitate  "  ? 

The  PEESIDENT :— That  amendment  was  not  adopted. 
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Mr.  WILMOT :— Then  I  move  to  msert  before  the  iroid 
"  sUOuSj'^  the  word  "  legal" 

Mr.  SIJFFIN: — That  raises  again  every  question  we  have 
been  discussing.  The  word,  as  used  in  the  substitute,  onlyie* 
fers  to  the  status  in  fact. 

Mr.  GUTHBIE :— This  brings  up  all  our  old  troubles.  Lok 
us  reject  it. 

Mr.  BAKDOLPH : — ^I  wish  to  understand  this  subjecti  and 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  adopting  this  amendment.  I  unde^ 
stand  that  the  slave  has  what  we  call  a  statue.  The  substitQto 
of  Mr.  Franklin  is  intended  specifically  to  recognize  and  pro- 
tect that  etatua  in  the  Territories  as  fully  as  it  is  protected  and 
recognized  in  the  States.  I  think  it  has  that  effect.  Ad(^  the 
amendment,  and  the  effect  is  precisely  the  opposite.  The  amend- 
ment rescinds  the  status. 

Mr.  PALMER : — ^I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  mover. 
Does  the  amendment,  after  all,  make  any  difference!  Must  not 
any  status^  not  against  law,  be,  of  necessity,  a  legal  status  t 

Mr.  WILMOT :— No.  I  think  there  is  a  wide  difference^ 
and  the  South  thinks  so.  One  is  a  status  in  fact,  the  other,  one 
in  law. 

Mr.  LOGAN : — ^I  hope  we  shall  not  adopt  the  amendment 
We  all  want  these  questions  settled.  The  amendment  opoie 
them  all  wider  than  before.  If  we  intend  to  give  the  SonA 
the  right  she  asks  for,  and,  as  I  think,  rightftdly  asks  for,  let  ns 
give  it  to  her  in  plain  and  unequivocal  language.  Let  us  not 
give  her  a  legacy  of  litigation,  by  using  words  which  mean  one 
thing  or  the  opposite,  accordhig  to  the  construction  you  place 
upon  them.  I  wish  to  settle  all  these  questions  fairly.  The 
amendment  leaves  the  question  as  to  what  constitutes  a  legi 
statuSy  to  be  decided  by  the  Court.  The  North  would  claim 
that  there  cannot  be  such  a  thing  as  a  legal  status,  a  l^al  condi- 
tion of  slavery.    The  South  would  claim  the  opposite. 

Mr.  WILMOT : — ^If  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  had  been  adopted,  I  would  not  have  moved 
this.  The  section  then  would  have  been  unambiguous  and  dear. 
Now  it  is  all  open  to  construction. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^In  my  judgment  it  is  unimportant  whether 
the  amendment  is  adopted  or  not.    The  condition  of  the  dave  in 
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the  Southern  ^tes  is  one  arising  out  of  law,  established  by  legis- 
lative proTisions.  Stdtua  in  fact  must  mean  stai/us  in  law  as 
well  as  status  in  fact. 

I  have  listened  with  attention  to  the  appeals  made  by  gen- 
tlemen who  urge  the  interests  of  the  South  in  favor  of  a  set- 
tlement of  these  questions.  But  you  are  now  prosecuting  a 
plan  which  will  be  the  subject  of  debate  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Adopt  your  article  in  either  form,  and  the  question,  What 
does  status  mean }  will  still  remain. 

A  majority  of  the  people  have  adopted  the  opinion  that  under 
Hie  Constitution  slaveiy  has  not  a  legal  existence  in  the  Territo- 
ries. The  triumph  of  this  opinion  is  not  the  result  of  any  sud- 
den impulse.  A  President  has  been  elected,  and  a  Government 
will  soon  be  organized,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  respect  and  ob- 
aerve  the  opinions  of  the  people.  You  are  now  seeking,  by  the 
adoption  of  a  single  section,  to  change  these  opinions  and  this 
policy.  Do  not  deceive  yourselves,  gentlemen.  You  will  never 
accomplish  this  result  so  easily.  You  are  presenting  such  a 
subject  for  debate  and  excitement  as  the  coimtry  never  had  be- 
finre.    It  is  best  we  deal  fiunkly. 

The  vote  was  taken  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

ATS8.^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Comiectioat, 
Hew  York,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa^9. 

Noss. — ^Bhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
"Vlrgimfl,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and  Ohio — 11. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected 

Mr.  GOODEICH : — ^I  move  to  insert  in  the  substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  Franklin,  after  the  words  ^^  south  of  that  line/'  the  words 
**not  embraced  by  the  Cherokee  treaty." 

A  word  of  explanation.  Do  wo  intend  to  prohibit  the 
Cherokee  Nation  from  changing  the  status  of  x>ersons  within 
their  Territory,  if  they  think  proper  to  do  so  ?  Would  not  this 
be  a  violation  of  our  understanding,  if  not  of  our  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  these  Indians} 

Mr.  EWINQ: — I  have  looked  into  this  subject,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  proposition  would  be  improved  by  die  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  GOODEIOH :— Then  I  will  withdraw  it  for  the  present 
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Mr.  GIJTHBIE: — ^I  hope  the  vote  on  the  mtk  quieBtioxi  wiL 
now  be  taken.  It  is  evident  that  the  sense  of  the  majorityii 
against  accepting  amendments. 

Mr.  GOODBIOH : — ^That  obliges  me  to  renew  my  motioo. 
I  do  renew  it,  and  ask  for  a  vote  by  States. 

The  vote  npon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Qooixbkjh  wm 
taken,  with  the  following  result : 

Ayeb. — ^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Yermont,  Maasachnaette^  Ceimectied^ 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa — ^11. 

Noes.— Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Ylrg^uia,  Forth 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  lOssonri — 9. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  TUBNEB : — ^I  move  to  amend  the  snbBtitnte  offered  hj 
Mr.  Franklin,  by  inserting  after  the  words  "hinder  or  prevent|" 
the  words  "  or  enconrage." 

I  think  there  is  a  palpable  difference  between  the  word 
"  encourage  "  and  the  word  "  facilitate."  The  former  is  broader 
and  less  restricted.  K  this  measure  is  to  be  commended  to  the 
favor  of  the  North,  it  should  be  deprived  of  this  onesided 
character. 

Mr.  GUTHETE:— We  have  abeady  decided  this  questicn. 
In  every  practical  sense  the  words  are  synonymous. 

The  vote  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
TuBNEB,  and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ates.— Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Mud, 
Connecticat,  New  York,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa — ^10. 

Noes. — ^New  Jersey,  Pennsylyania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  YirginiB,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  liGssouri,  and  Ohio— 10. 

And  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  GUTHBIE :— I  ask  the  Conference  now  to  let  us  haife 
a  vote. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^Not  just  yet.  I  move  to  amend  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
insertion  after  the  clause  providing  for  the  division  of  the  terri- 
tory, of  the  following : 

'*  AH  appointments  to  office  in  the  Territories  lying  north  of  the  line  86* 
80',  as  well  before  as  after  the  establishment  of  Territorial  gOTemments  in 
and  over  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof^  shall  be  made  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  a  minority  of  the  Senators  representing,  at  the  time,  the  nanHdave- 
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liolding  States.  And^  la  like  manner,  all  appointments  to  office  in  the 
Territories  wbioh  may  lie  south  of  said  line  of  86'  80',  shall  be  made  upon 
the  recommendation  of  a  mijoritj  of  the  Senators  representing,  at  the  time, 
the  daveholding  States.  Bnt  nothing  in  this  artiole  shall  be  construed  to 
restrain  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States  from  removing,  for  actual  incom- 
petent or  misdemeanor  in  office,  any  person  thus  appointed,  and  appointing 
a  Umponrj  agent,  to  be  continued  in  office  until  the  mijoritj  of  Senators  as 
itorowld  maj  present  a  new  recommendation ;  or  from  filling  any  yaoanoj 
which  maj  occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate;  such  appointment  to  con- 
tinne  ad  interim.  And  to  insure,  on  the  part  of  the  Senators,  the  selection 
of  the  most  trustworthy  agents,  it  is  hereby  directed  that  all  the  net  proceeds 
•rifling  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  ^all  be  distributed  annually  among 
iiie  Beveral  States,  according  to  the  combined  ratio  of  representation  and 
tucation;  but  the  distribution  aforesaid  may  be  suspended  by  Congress,  in 
MM  of  actual  war  with  a  foreign  nation,  or  imminent  peril  thereof." 

Mr.  SEDDON: — I  invite  the  careM  and  deliberate  attention 
of  the  Conference  to  the  proyisions  of  this  amendment.  It  is 
commended  by  high  authority.  It  is  commended  by  nothing 
inferior  to  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  onr  honored  President. 
It  18  intended  as  a  division  of  the  territory  between  the  North 
and  the  South. 

Now,  to  insure  a  fair  operation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitation,  as  they  will  stand  in  that  instrument  when  amended 
aa  we  propose,  we  deem  it  very  essential  that  the  rights  of  the 
aoathan  section  should  be  secured  by  such  an  amendment  as 
thia.  It  will  be  noticed  that  Mr.  Franklin's  substitute  pre- 
dndes  us  from  any  appeal  to  Congress  or  the  Territorial  L^is- 
latores  for  afiSrmative  protection.  The  powers  of  those  bodies 
win  be  negative  only.  We  have  nothing  left,  then,  but  the 
Federal  Courts.  We  ask  now  that  we  may  not  be  subjected  to 
the  government  and  power  of  Federal  officers,  whose  opinions  are 
against  us — ^who  will  exercise  those  powers  for  our  oppression. 
Congress  or  the  President  may  send  into  a  Territory  in  the 
Boathem  section,  a  set  of  officers  who  are  anti-slavery  propagand-  ' 
]Bta9)  who  will  exercise  all  their  official  powers  to  our  injury.  I 
hold  this  amendment  to  be  eminently  just  and  fair.  We  have  no 
protection  from  Congress;  none  from  the  Legislature.  Is  there 
a  chance,  even,  imless  such  a  provision  is  adopted,  that  the  South 
will  ever  be  placed  in  the  favorable  possession  or  enjoyment  of 
the  rights  you  are  willing  to  concede  to  us  ? 

The  latter  portion  of  the  amendment  is  equally  just.    The 
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GK)yemment  holdB  the  public  landB  in  trost.  It  is  better  to 
divide  their  proceeds  at  short  intervals,  and  thus  remove  the 
snbject  from  all  danger  of  corrupting  influences.  But  I  dull 
leave  this  to  be  discussed  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  PALMER: — I  move  to  rescind  the  ten-minute  rde 
adopted  by  the  Conference,  so  far  as  the  President  is  conoeniei 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Palmes  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

President  T YLEE : — I  am  very  grateM  for  the  compliment 
which  the  Conference  extends  to  me  in  the  vote  which  has  jurt 
passed.    I  will  not  abuse  its  kindness. 

The  amendment  which  is  offered  may,  at  first  sight,  appear  to 
be  extraordinary;  but  Iwish  to  say,in  £J1  seriousness,  that  all  xqr 
experience  in  public  life  leads  me  to  favor  its  adoption.  I  wish 
to  have  the  Conference  understand  fully  its  import  and  meaningi 

That  policy  is  the  best,  which  reduces  within  the  narrow- 
est limits  the  patronage  to  be  exercised  by  the  Executive  to- 
thority.  Every  party  out  of  power  has  discovered  that  in  tiw 
patronage  of  the  President  there  is  a  voice  of  greater  poteofij 
than  is  heard  elsewhere  in  the  Government.  This  amendnMOt 
places  a  limitation  upon  the  power  of  the  President.  It  con- 
fers upon  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from  each  section  the  powr 
to  recommend  appointments  to  office,  and  this  will  be  found  in 
practice  equivalent  to  the  power  of  appointment.  It  is  the  only 
practicable  limitation  of  Executive  patronage.  The  power  of 
the  Executive  in  this  Government  is  very  great.  limit  it, 
abridge  it  as  you  may,  and  the  President  will  have  a  power  in 
the  Government  which  is  not  possessed  by  any  sovereign  of 
any  throne  in  Europe. 

This  is  not  a  political  question.    Our  warrant  for  the  adoption 
of  this  plan  will  be  foimd  in  the  tranquillity  it  will  give  to  the 
country — ^in  the  peace  which  will  result  from  it    We  are  now 
settling  differences  between  the  States.    Adopt  this  proviai(Hi, 
and  we  secure  unanimity  forever.    You  will  always  find  that 
dissatisfaction  is  confined  to  limited  portions  of  the  country.    The 
Korth  is  content  with  the  existing  state  of  things — so  is  three- 
fourths  of  the  South.    Remove  this  power  from  the  ExecutiTe, 
and  those  measures  will  be  adopted  which  will  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  greater  number.    Do  you  not  see  tiiat  you  have  in 
this  way  good  security  for  the  selection  of  the  best  men  ? 
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Suppose  the  Government  should  start  to  day  on  this  new  pol- 
icy— ^that  it  should  avoid  all  propagandism — should  place  honest, 
competent  men,  only,  in  office— should  let  all  others  understand 
that  there  was  no  chance  for  them — should  permit  both  sides,  all 
Bides  to  be  fidrly  represented  You  would  ensure  peace,  secure 
quiet  in  the  country  forever.  You  would  thus  heal  the  wound, 
not  cicatrize  it  How  small  would  be  the  cost  of  so  great  a  vio- 
toiyl 

May  I  not  go  one  step  farther.  I  have  heard  with  pleasure 
the  fedings  expressed,  the  references  made,  to  the  Cotton  States. 
I  Lave  scarcely  heard  an  unkind  word  said  against  them.  We 
have  come  here  to  cement  the  Union — to  make  that  Union,  of 
which  gentlemen  have  so  eloquently  spoken,  permanent,  noble, 
and  glorious  in  the  future  as  it  has  been  in  the  past — not  to  be 
content  with  it  as  a  maimed  and  crippled  EepubUc. 

Now,  eight  flourishing  States  are  practicdly  lost  to  us.  The 
erert  of  the  noble  Mexican  Gulf  has  separated  from  us.  Let  us 
exert  every  power  we  possess  to  bring  tiiem  all  back  to  the  fold. 
Why  should  we  not?  Every  motive  of  interest  or  patriotism 
duvald  induce  us  to  do  so.  Suppose  the  States  were  vacillating 
and  in  doubt  where  to  go.  Suppose  they  were  set  up  for  sale  in 
market  overly  and  the  States  of  Europe  were  to  bid  for  them — 
fixr  this,  not  only  the  richest  portion  of  our  own  country,  but  of 
the  world — because  this  portion  of  our  land  has  an  element  of 
wealth  and  power  which  must  be  prized  and  valued  wherever 
commerce  is  known.  What  would  not  one  of  the  Powers  of 
Enrope  give  for  this  favored  section  ?  The  treasures  of  the  con- 
tinent would  be  opened.  Nations  would  unlock  the  caskets  of 
their  crown  jewels  to  secure  it.  England  would  double  her  na- 
tional debt  to  have  it ;  so  would  France ;  so  would  Eussia.  And 
yet  we  stand  here  higgling  over  these  little  differences  which 
alone  have  caused  our  separation.  Is  it  not  better  that  we 
ahonld  rise  to  the  level  of  the  occasion,  and  meet  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  times,  instead  of  expending  precious  hours  in  the 
diacnssion  of  these  miserable  abstractions  ? 

We  talk  about  the  events  of  the  Bevolution  and  their  con- 
aequences.  Have  we  forgotten  our  revolutionary  history  ?  Have 
we  forgotten  the  Mabions,  the  Sumtebs,  the  Pickens,  of  those 
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times }    HaB  the  spirit  of  sacrifice  which  animated  those  ma 
wholly  departed  &om  their  descendants  ?    God  forbid  I 

Onr  body  politic  is  not  free  from  disease.  The  diseafie  should 
be  treated  properly  and  judiciously.  Whenever  disease  shows  it- 
self we  should  apply  a  suitable  remedy— one  that  is  suggested  hj 
the  pharmacy  of  mutual  brotherhood,  and  yet  poweifhl  enonj^ 
to  reach  every  nerve  in  our  political  system. 

It  is  to  accomplish  this  purpose  that  we  have  come  togethor. 
It  is  to  secure  this  desirable  result  that  I  urge  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment  I  press  it  because  I  feel  that  it  will  give  peaea 
to  all  sections.  Adopt  it,  and  from  that  moment  you  may  dtts 
the  beginning  of  the  return  of  the  seceded  States  into  the  fold  of 
the  Union.  How  heartily  would  we  welcome  their  return  I  Da 
we  not  all  desire  it  ?  Has  not  Virginia  a  heart  large  enongh  to 
give  them  their  old  place  in  the  Union }  Has  not  Bhode  Idaad 
and  New  Jersey  ? 

I  say  my  proposition  will  accomplish  this,  and  a  single  rem 
will  disclose  the  ground  of  my  faith.  It  preserves  the  eqoflt 
brium,  the  balance  of  power,  between  the  sections.  It  enabin 
each  section  to  appoint  its  own  officers,  to  protect  its  own  intv* 
ests,  to  regulate  its  own  concerns.  It  is  fair  and  equal  initi 
operations.  With  it,  no  section  can  have  any  excuse  for  diasitii- 
faction.  I  pledge  the  united  support  of  the  South  to  the  Union, 
if  it  is  adopted. 

The  latter  branch  of  the  amendment  looks  to  the  annual  dis- 
tribution of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  landB 
among  the  several  States.  This  was  oi}e  of  the  favorite  ideas  of 
Henby  Clay.  His  argument  upon  this  subject,  to  my  mind,  ym 
always  conclusive.  Will  the  party  which  has  adopted  his  prind- 
ples  repudiate  this,  or  will  its  members  put  their  feet  downfindj 
and  give  it  their  support  ? 

I  have  watched  the  operations  of  this  Government  with  greit 
interest  and  care,  and  I  have  noticed  that  eveiy  approach  towud 
making  each  source  of  revenue  or  expenditure^separate  and  inde- 
pendent of  all  others,  tended  to  the  profit  and  advantage  of  the 
Government,  and  increased  the  chances  of  securing  honorable  and 
honest  agents  to  transact  its  business.  A  marked  instance  of 
this  will  be  found  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Post  Office  Department.    And  here  I  cannot  refrain  from  re- 
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^  an  anecdote  which  is  Btronglyin  point,  and  which  fiirmB 
f  the  pleasantest  reoollectionB  of  my  own  connection  with 
fhninistration  of  the  General  Goyemment. 
pon  a  certain  occasion  I  called  my  cabinet  together, 
complaints  had  been  made  concerning  the  administration 
reral  of  the  Departments,  and  the  press  had  not  failed  to 
ct  heavy  losses  to  the  Government  throngh  the  dishonesty 
lihe  de&lcations  of  its  agents.    I  determined  that  I  wonld 

what  the  &cts  were,  and  I  directed  all  the  departments  to 
ii  me,  by  a  certain  day,  with  a  correct  and  accurate  list  of 
eir  d^nlting  employes,  and  on  the  same  day  I  summoned 
ibinet  to  consider  these  reports.  The  lists  came  in  from 
0?eral  Departments,  and  I  assure  the  Conference  that  they 
fixrmidable  enough  to  give  ample  occasion  for  anxiety.  But 
ist  from  the  Department  of  the  Post  Office  was  not  forth- 
]g.  My  friend,  Governor  Wickuffe,  was  at  that  time  at 
ead  of  that  Department.  The  day  of  the  cabinet  meeting 
ad.  We  were  all  assembled  but  the  Postmaster  General 
raited  for  a  long  time  for  him  and  for  his  report.  At  length 
me,  bringing  his  report  with  him,  but  with  the  marks  of 

care  and  anxiety  upon  his  brow.  Sis  had  discovered  a  de- 
iion  in  his  Department.  He  had  been  occupied  for  a  long 
in  tracing  it  out,  but  he  had  at  length  succeeded.  He  came 
monnce  to  the  President  that  the  postmaster  of  a  certain 
flB  Beads  "  in  Kentucky  had  absconded,  and  defrauded  the 
mment  out  of  the  sum  of  fifteen  doUa/rs  !  and  worst  of  all, 
aQ  had  run  away  with  him  !  ! 

his  is  only  one  of  the  many  proofs  which  my  own  experience 
1  ftimish  of  the  propriety,  if  not  the  necessity  of  keeping 
Department  of  the  Government  byitself— of  not  connecting 
ih  others,  and  of  making  the  agents  of  each  Department  re- 
sible  to  itself  alone.  Carry  this  idea  into  practice  in  all  the 
rtments  of  the  Government,  and  a  better  class  of  agents  would 
Qfored,  and  the  loss  by  defaulters  would  be  much  lessened. 
he  enormous  increase  of  the  expenditures  of  the  General 
mment  might,  by  the  same  process,  be  prevented.  How 
it  happen  that  in  a  time  of  peace  these  expenses  have 
from  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars  up  to  seventy  or  eighty 
ms  f    In  the  same  proportion,  the  sum  to  which  they  will 
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reach  in  another  decade  will  be  fiightfiil  I    It  is  high  time  that  a 
stop  was  put  to  this  lavish  expenditure,  and  especially  to  the  loflses 
by  dishonest  agents.    The  plan  here  proposed  will  give  you  a 
starting  point.    The  proceeds  of  the  vast  domain  of  the  public 
lands  are  now  so  mingled  with  the  other  expenditures  of  the 
Govemment,  that  no  one  can  teU  what  becomes  of  them.    The^ 
are  now  common  plunder.    Divide  them  among  the  States,  and 
they  will  be  saved — ^they  will  be  applied  to  some  worthy  object, 
and  you  will  have  adopted   a  principle  which,  after  a  little 
time,  under  any  honest  administration,  will  be  applied  to  the 
other  Departments  of  the  Government.     I  trust  the  whole 
amendment  may  be  adopted.    As  the  amendment  may  be  divided 
into  two  parts — one  relating  to  appointments  to  office,  and  the 
other  to  the  public  domain — I  would  ask  that  the  vote  may 
be  taken  upon  each  proposition  separately. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  first  portion  of  the  aznoid- 
ment  proposed  by  Mr.  Seddon,  with  the  foUowing  result: 

AYSS.^Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Oarolino,  Kentaokj,  and  IGasoiui— & 
Noes. — ^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachnsetts,  Oonneotknli 
Bhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylyania,  Tennessee,  Ohk^  In- 
diana, Illinois,  and  Iowar-14. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON: — ^I  cannot  concur  in  the  vote  just  given  by 
Maryland.    I  desire  to  have  my  dissent  recorded. 

Mr.  OEISFIEIJ) :— I  dissent,  also,  fipom  the  vote  of  Maiylani 

President  TYLER :— The  last  part  of  the  amendment  iriH 
be  considered  as  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McCURDT : — I  move  to  amend  the  substitute  proposed 
by  Mr.  Franklin,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words : 

"  Fravidedy  That  nothing  in  this  article  contidned  shall  be  so  oonstroBd  tt 
to  carry  any  law  of  involuntary  servitude  into  such  Territory," 

Mr.  GUTHRIE :— I  hope  we  shall  reject  all  such  amendr 
ments.    I  consider  this  simply  procrastination. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Missouri : — ^I  wish  to  raise  a  point,  a 
question  of  order.  This  conflicts  directly  with  the  sense  of  the 
substitute  proposed.    We  ought  not  to  entertain  it. 

The  vote  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
MoOuBDY,  with  the  following  result : 
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ATiB.^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Yermont,  Massachnsetts,  Conneotiooti 
New  York,  and  lowar— 7. 

KosB— Bhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Penn^lyania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Yirginia,  Korih  CaroWa,  Tennessee,  Kentacky,  Missonri,  Ohio,  Indiaiia,  and 
imndB— 18. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected 

Mr.  OBTH : — ^I  diseent  from  the  vote  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  EUFFIN : — I  rise  to  inquire  whether  it  will  now  be  in 
order  to  offer  a  Bubstitnte  i  I  have  one  which  I  wish  at  the 
proper  time  to  present. 

The  PKESIDENT :— The  question  is  now  upon  the  adoption 
of  a  substitute — ^that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
TBnia — to  the  first  section  of  the  article  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  think  any  other  substitute  is  in  order  at  the 
preeenttime. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^I  hope  that  this  vote  may  be  postponed,  and 
I  will  briefly  state  the  reason  why.  I  am  informed  that  a  del- 
egation from  the  State  of  Kansas  has  arrived  during  the  day, 
and  that  their  credentials  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  appro- 
priate committee.  That  committee  has  not  yet  rejported,  and 
cannot  until  they  have  a  meeting  after  our  adjournment.  The 
credentials  of  three  of  these  delegates  have  been  presented  by 
myself  but  a  few  minutes  since.  The  Committee  on  Credentials, 
I  am  informed,  will  not  report  until  Monday.  I  wish  the  young- 
est State  in  the  Union  to  express  her  opinion  upon  this  motion. 
I  therefore  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  EWING : — ^I  do  not  think  any  delay  is  necessary.  We 
can  let  them  vote  on  Monday. 

Mr.  SUMMEES : — I  only  wish  to  say  a  word  of  explanation 
in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials.  The  delay  in  the 
case  of  Kansas  is  not  the  fault  of  that  committee.  The  delegates 
themselves  think  it  better  that  the  report  should  not  be  made 
until  all  the  delegates  arrive  who  are  expected.  The  committee 
can  report  at  any  time. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  adjourn,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Atbs. — ^Maine,  Massachusetts,  Oonneoticat,  New  York,  and  Indiana—^. 

Kois. — ^New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
And  Miflsouri— 12. 
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So  the  motion  to  adjoTun  was  n^atived. 

The  PEESIDENT :— The  qnestion  will  now  be  taken  upon 
the  substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylyania  QSi.  Frask- 
lin),  offered  for  the  first  section  of  the  article  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Which  vote  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows : 

Atbb. — ^Midne,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Bhode  Mand,  Cknmeetientk 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  PemisjlTaoia,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentackji  Obk^ 
lr\t\\ta\tLj  and  Illinois — 14. 

Noes.— Yir^^nia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  IGssonri — i. 

And  the  substitute  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FIELD : — There  seems  to  be  a  misapprehension  as  to 
the  proper  time  for  offering  substitutes  for  the  whole  report  of 
the  committee.  I  shall  act  upon  the  understanding  that  the 
proper  time  to  offer  them  will  be  when  we  have  gone  through 
with  the  report  of  the  committee.  If  I  am  wrong  I  wish  to  bo 
corrected  now. 

Mr.  LOGAN: — I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Loroouf,  the  Prea- 
dent-elect,  has  arrived  in  this  city.  I  feel  certain  that  the  Oqd- 
ference  would  desire  to  treat  him  with  the  same  measure  of 
respect  which  it  has  extended  to  the  present  incumbent  of  Ifaat 
high  office.  I  therefore  move  that  the  President  of  this  Gon- 
vention  be  requested  to  call  upon  the  President-elect  of  tiie 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  its  members  would  be  pleved 
to  wait  upon  him  in  a  body  at  such  time  as  will  suit  his  oofr 
yenience,  and  that  this  Convention  be  advised  of  the  result 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Logan  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Mr.  WILMOT  : — I  move  an  adjournment  to  half-past  i 
o'clock  this  evening, 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Conference  adjouined. 
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EVENING   SESSION— SIXTEENTH  DAY. 
Washington,  Satukday,  FAruary  23if,  1861. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  bj  the  President,  at  half- 
iwt  seven  o'clock. 

The  PKESIDENT :— I  have  addressed  a  note  to  the  Presi- 
lent-elect,  announcing  the  desire  of  the  Conference  to  offer  their 
espects  to  him  in  a  body,  at  seven  and  one-half  o'clock  this 
ifening,  or  at  such  other  time  as  would  be  agreeable  to  him.  I 
UKve  received  his  reply,  stating  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
he  members  of  this  body  at  nine  o'clock  this  evening,  or  at  any 
flier  time  which  may  suit  their  convenience. 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  being 
be  consid^^tion  of  the  second  article  of  the  section  reported  by 
be  oommittee. 

l£r.  GUTmciE : — I  move  to  strike  out  the  second  article, 
nd  to  insert  &e  following  in  its  place : 

^Territory  nutj  be  acquired  for  nayal  and  commercial  stations  and  trandt 
mtea,  and  by  discovery,  and  for  no  other  purposes,  without  the  concurrence 
r  fodir-flfths  of  the  Senate." 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  under  our  present  Constitution 
be  United  Stat^  have  no  power  to  acquire  territory  for  coaling 
r  navaf  stations,  within  the  country  of  a  foreign  power.  It 
FIB  the  committee's  intention  te  rem^y  this  defect  by  the  present 
BGtion.  But  as  it  stands,  I  do  not  like  it.  The  idea  is  some- 
Hbat  awkwardly  expressed.  I  wish  to  have  the  enabling  power 
enferred  in  direct  terms. 

Mr.  SUMMEES :— I  would  ask  to  interrupt  the  order  of 
mnnefls  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  make  a  report  from  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Credentials,  in  the  Kansas  case.  The  defect  adverted 
to  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Stone,  has  been  supplied  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  committee,  and  Messrs.  Conway,  Ewing,  and  Adams, 
litre  also  presented  themselves  as  delegates  from  the  Stete  of 
Xaosas,  with  proper  credentials.  It  has  not  been  our  practice 
Ittretofore  to  admit  members  by  a  formal  vote,  nor  do  I  see  any 
QfieeeBity  for  making  the  case  of  Kansas  an  exception.    The 
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committee  would  snggest  that  the  clerk  enter  the  nameB  of  thefle 
gentlemen  upon  the  roll  of  del^atcB,  nnlees  objection  is  made. 

The  PKESIDENT :— The  Secretary  will  make  the  ©itry, « 
no  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  SUMMEES: — Some  days  ago  I  introduced  into  the 
Oonference,  and  caused  to  be  printed,  a  substitute  whidi  I 
proposed  to  offer  for  the  second  section  of  the  committoe'i 
article.    I  offer  it  now,  as  follows : 

''No  territory  shall  be  acquired  by  the  United  States  without  the  eoD- 
oorrence  of  a  majority  of  all  the  Senators  firom  States  which  allow  inToho- 
tary  servitade,  and  a  migority  of  aU  the  Senators  from  States  which  prohDrit 
that  relation ;  nor  shall  territory  be  acquired  by  treaty,  unless  the  Totes  of  i 
majority  of  the  Senators  from  each  class  of  States  hereinbefore  maidoned,  be 
oast  as  a  part  of  the  two-thirds  m^ority  neoessary  to  the  satisfaction  of  nd 
treaty." 

I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  time  in  discussing  it,  but  I  ask  a 
minute  or  two  to  explain  its  proyisions.  The  second  eecticm  of 
the  article  proposed  by  the  committee,  requires  that  a  treaty 
under  which  territory  or  commercial  or  naval  stations  is  acquired, 
should  require  four-fifths  of  the  Senate  for  its  ratification,  lliii^ 
I  think,  is  an  unnecessary  restriction  upon  the  treaty-mildiig 
power.  Occasion  may  arise  when  it  would  not  be  advisaUe  to 
wait  for  the  exercise  of  this  power  at  all.  The  question  of 
acquiring  territory  may  arise  under  circumstances  when  ddMj 
would  be  fataL  Suppose  our  title  to  an  island  in  the  Arede 
Ocean,  or  a  point  upon  the  shore,  by  discovery  or  othenrifl^ 
which  might  be  settled  by  prompt  action  I  There  might  he  no 
national  authority  with  which  we  could  treat  for  its  acqniaitioBi 
I  think  it  would  be  hazardous  to  provide  that  in  no  ci?ait 
should  territory  be  acquired  except  by  treaty.  The  case  I  iM 
supposed  has  no  relation  whatever  to  the  case  of  an  ordioaiy 
acquisition  of  territory  by  treaty  with  a  recognized  fbragi 
power. 

But  the  question  of  slavery  always  arises  when  the  sobjeet 
of  acquiring  territory  is  mentioned.  This  clause  would  fix  Ab 
statusj  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  either  class  of  States  to 
prevent  the  acquisition,  but  it  would  not  permit  a  small  numbtf 
of  States  to  do  it.  To  leave  it  where  a  majority  of  the  Senaton 
of  both  sections  could  control  the  subject,  wonld  seem  to  me  the 
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de  of  settlement  least  objectionable.    The  ratification  would 
[aire  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  like  all  treaties,  and  these  two- 
rds  would  indnde  a  majority  of  both  sections. 
Objection  will  be  made  to  this  classification  of  the  States.    I 
not  like  it  myself,  but  there  it  no  way  to  avoid  it     I  have 
ipted  the  language   of  the  Ordinance  of  1787.    There  can 
no  very  sound  objection  to  the  use  of  these  terms.    The 
ection  is  rather  sentimental  than  otherwise. 
The  amendment  I  ofiTer  ought  to  satisfy  the  South,  and  I 
ok  it  will.    The  South  asks  for  these  provisions  because  they 
tie  all  questions  about  our   present  territory,  and  prevent 
stions  arising  over  that  we  may  acquire  hereafter.    They  will 
B  to  both  sides  equality  of  power.    But  voting  is  far  more  im- 
tant  now  than  speaking.    I  will  consume  no  more  time. 
Mr.  GUTHRIE:— The  gentleman  fi-om  Virginia  desires  to 
Ids  motion.    For  the  present,  I  will  withdraw  mine. 
Mr.  FIELD : — ^I  have  only  a  word  to  say  on  this  subject. 
ere  are  very  grave  objections  to  this  classification  qf  sections. 
riU  not  repeat  them  here.    I  supposed  the  sense  of  the  Gonfer- 
le  had  been  expressed  against  it. 

But  I  wish  to  inquire  why  this  second  section  is  necessary  at 
I  It  came  up  in  the  committee  rather  by  accident  than  otiier- 
eu  I  do  not  think  any  one  of  the  committee  intended  to  make 
ne  of  the  subjects  of  Qur  action,  and  the  section  was  finally 
■ented  by  a  small  majority. 

Let  us  leave  this  subject  where  the  Constitution  leaves  it. 
I  can  now  acquire  territory  by  discovery  or  by  treaty.  So  far 
rOonstitutionhas  operated  satisfactorily.  The  country  owes 
flh  of  its  greatness  to  this  very  provision  of  the  Constitution, 

•  grievance  to  the  South,  assuredly,  has  been  caused  by  it.    I 
much  averse  to  any  alteration. 

Mr.  BAEKINGER : — I  think,  after  some  reflection,  that  this 
endment  is  of  mjich  more  importance  than  many  of  us  have 
^posed.  I  shall  vote  for  it,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  have  too 
ay  limitations  placed  upon  the  power  of  the  Government  in 
ition  to  the  acquisition  of  territory.    We  know  how  difficult 

•  to  change  our  fundamental  law.  Very  few  amendments  to 
1  Constitution  have  been  made  since  the  death  of  Washington. 
)  are  now  establishing  our  ftmdamental  law  for  ages  to  come. 
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Is  there  upon  the  face  of  the  dyilized  earth  a  iiation  with  such  a 
limitation  upon  the  power  of  acquiring  territory  as  this  originil 
article  proposes  t  Its  adoption  would  place  us  at  the  feet  of  {at- 
eign  nations. 

In  war,  conquest  is  one  means  of  indemnity— often  the  best' 
and  only  one.  We  must  look  to  the  acquisition  of  future  tan*i 
tory ;  we  must  make  our  settlement  with  that  in  view. 

Beference  has  been  made  here  to  the  seceded  States,  and  soma 
hard  words  have  been  used  toward  them.  This  is  not  the  plioe 
for  such  words.  What  is  the  condition  of  these  States  now  I 
They  say  they  are  out  of  the  Union.  We  say,  No  1  The  ques- 
tion between  us  may  be  decided  by  the  Courts ;  it  may  be  decided 
by  the  sword.  But  we  all  want  tiiem  back ;  we  would  place  do 
restrictions  upon  their. -return.  They  will  only  come  back  by 
treaty.  Unless  you  adopt  this  amendment,  the  section  proposed 
will  be  applicable  to  their  case,  and  a  mere  fraction  could  keep 
them  out  of  the  Union  forever. 

In  reg^  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  what  we  want  is  securitj 
for  the  future.  That  we  can  ail*ange.  In  my  opinion  you  will 
never  get  back  the  seceded  States,  without  you  give  them  some 
hope  of  the  acquisition  of  future  territory.  They  know  thtt 
when  slavery  is  gathered  into  a  cutrde^ac^  and  surrounded  bj  t 
wall  of  free  States,  it  is  destroyed.  Slavery  must  have  acpansMm. 
It  must  expand  by  the  acquisition  of  territory  which  now  we  do 
not  own.  The  seceded  States  will  never  yield  this  point— will 
never  come  back  to  a  Government  which  gives  no  chance  £ar  the 
expansion  of  their  principal  institution.  They  will  insist  upon 
equity,  upon  the  same  rights  with  you  in  the  common  territoiy,  »d 
the  same  prospect,  of  acquiring  foreign  territory  that  you  hiTi 
If  you  are  not  prepared  to  grant  all  this,  do  not  waste  your  tfflie 
in  thought  about  the  return  of  the  seceded  States. 

Mr.  KANDOLPH  ^-New  Jersey  voted  to  make  the  firet  Be^ 
tion  of  the  article  reported  applicable  to  future  territory,  not  be- 
cause she  wishes  to  acquire  new  territory,  but  because  die  knowi 
that  it  will  be  acquired;  and  she  believes  all  questions  raised 
here  can  be  settled  now,  in  regard  to  it,  better  than  they  ciB 
be  hereafter.  These  questions  have  raised  a  ferment  in  the 
nation ;  we  would  settle  them  any  way.  We  should  have  voted 
for  these  restrictions  upon  the  power  of  acquiring  territory;  and 
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reach  in  another  decade  will  be  frightful  I    It  is  high  time  that  t 
stop  was  put  to  this  lavish  expenditure,  and  especially  to  the  loBsei 
by  dishonest  agents.    The  plan  here  proposed  will  give  yon  t 
starting  point.    The  proceeds  of  the  vast  domain  of  the  pnllie 
lands  are  now  so  mingled  with  the  other  expenditures  of  the 
Oovemment,  that  no  one  can  tell  what  becomes  of  them.    They 
are  now  common  plunder.    Divide  them  among  the  States,  and 
they  will  be  saved — ^they  wiU  be  applied  to  some  worthy  object, 
and  you  will  have  adopted   a  principle  which,  after  a  Uttle 
time,  under  any  honest  administration,  will  be  applied  to  the 
other  Departments  of  the  Government     I  trust  the  whob 
amendment  may  be  adopted.    As  the  amendment  may  be  divided 
into  two  parts — one  relating  to  appointments  to  office,  and  the 
other  to  the  public  domain — I  would  ask  that  the  vote  nuy 
be  taken  upon  each  proposition  separately. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  first  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Seddon,  with  the  following  result : 

Ates. — ^Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentackj,  and  Miflsomi— 61 
Noes.— Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Oonnectiflot| 

Bhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Ohio^  b* 

diana,  Illinois,  and  lowar— 14. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON: — I  cannot  concur  in  the  vote  just  given  hj 
Maryland.    I  desire  to  have  my  dissent  recorded. 

Mr.  ORISFIELD :— I  dissent,  also,  from  the  vote  of  Maryland 

President  TYLER :— The  last  part  of  the  amendment  will 
be  considered  as  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McCUBD Y : — ^I  move  to  amend  the  substitute  proposed 
by  Mr.  Fkanklin,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words : 

'*  Fravidcdj  That  nothing  in  this  article  contained  shall  be  so  constrodd  M 
to  carry  any  law  of  involuntary  servitude  into  such  Territory." 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — I  hope  we  shall  reject  all  such  amend- 
ments.   I  consider  this  simply  procrastination. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Missouri :— I  wish  to  raise  a  pointy  a 
question  of  order.  This  conflicts  directly  with  the  sense  of  the 
substitute  proposed.    We  ought  not  to  entertain  it. 

The  vote  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
MoCuBDY,  with  the  following  result : 
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Atxs.— Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachnsetta,  Connectiont, 
New  York,  and  lowfr— 7. 

Noxa— Bhode  laUmd,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
"Vlri^nia,  North  Oardlina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Uliiioia— 18. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  OBTH : — ^I  dissent  from  the  vote  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  EUFFIN" : — ^I  rise  to  inquire  whether  it  will  now  be  in 
order  to  offer  a  substitute  t  I  have  one  which  I  wish  at  the 
proper  time  to  present. 

The  PKESEDENT:— The  question  is  now  upon  the  adoption 
of  a  substitute — that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
yania — to  the  first  section  of  the  article  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  think  any  other  substitute  is  in  order  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  CHASE : — I  hope  that  this  vote  may  be  postponed,  and 
I  will  briefly  state  the  reason  why.  I  am  informed  that  a  del- 
egation from  the  State  of  Kansas  has  arrived  during  the  day, 
and  that  their  credentials  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  appro- 
priate committee.  That  committee  has  not  yet  reported,  and 
cannot  until  they  have  a  meeting  after  our  adjournment.  The 
credentials  of  three  of  these  delegates  have  been  presented  by 
myself  but  a  few  minutes  since.  The  Committee  on  Credentials, 
I  am  informed,  will  not  report  until  Monday.  I  wish  the  young- 
est State  in  the  Union  to  express  her  opinion  upon  this  motion. 
I  therefore  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  EWUSTG : — ^I  do  not  think  any  delay  is  necessary.  We 
can  let  them  vote  on  Monday. 

Mr.  SUMMERS : — ^I  only  wish  to  say  a  word  of  explanation 
in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials.  The  delay  in  the 
case  of  Kansas  is  not  the  fault  of  that  committee.  The  delegates 
themselves  think  it  better  that  the  report  should  not  be  made 
until  all  the  delegates  arrive  who  are  expected.  The  committee 
can  report  at  any  time. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  adjourn,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Ates. — ^Maine,  Massachusetts,  Conncoticat,  New  York,  and  Indiana—^. 

]^0B8. — ^New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
and  Miasomi— 12. 


886  FBOOEEDIKGB    OF   THE    OOEniEBENOB. 

So  the  motion  to  adjotun  was  negatived. 

The  PEESIDENT :— The  question  will  now  be  taken  Vfoa 
the  substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Fennsylyania  (Mr.  Fbaix- 
Lm),  offered  for  the  first  section  of  the  artide  reported  hj  the 
committee. 

Which  vote  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows : 

ATiB.~^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Yennont|  Bhode  Maud,  Oopnecfa^ 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Marylimd,  KeDtoxkj^  OUo^ 
Ttk^iatiw^  and  Illinois — 14. 

Nobs. — ^Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  HiBSOnri— 4, 

And  the  substitute  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FIELD : — There  seems  to  be  a  misapprehension  as  to 
the  proper  time  for  offering  substitutes  for  the  whole  report  of 
the  committee.  I  shall  act  upon  the  understanding  that  the 
proper  time  to  offer  them  wiU  be  when  we  have  gone  ttooni^ 
with  the  report  of  the  committee.  K  I  am  wrong  I  wish  to  te 
corrected  now. 

Mr.  LOGAN: — I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Linoolk,  the  "Pnt 
dent-elect,  has  arrived  in  this  city.  I  feel  certain  that  the  Oqb- 
ference  would  desire  to  treat  him  with  the  same  measDre  of 
respect  which  it  has  extended  to  the  present  incumbent  of  thit 
high  office.  I  therefore  move  that  the  President  of  this  Oofr 
vention  be  requested  to  call  upon  the  Fresident-dect  of  ihe 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  its  members  would  be  pleued 
to  wait  upon  him  in  a  body  at  such  time  as  will  suit  1^  oofr 
yenience,  and  that  this  Convention  be  advised  of  the  result 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Logan  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Mr.  WJJLiMOT : — ^I  move  an  adjournment  to  half-past  i 
o'clock  this  evening, 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Conference  adjourned. 
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EVENINQ  SESSION-SIXTEENTH  DAY. 
WASHmoTONy  Satubday,  FAruary  23dj  1861. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  at  half- 
past  eeven  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  have  addressed  a  note  to  the  Presi- 
dent-elect, annonncing  the  desire  of  the  Conference  to  offer  their 
lespects  to  him  in  a  body,  at  seven  and  one-half  o'clock  this 
evening,  or  at  snch  other  time  as  wonld  be  agreeable  to  him.  I 
liave  received  his  reply,  stating  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
the  members  of  this  body  at  nine  o'clock  this  evening,  or  at  any 
oiher  time  which  may  snit  their  convenience. 

The  Conference  tiien  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  being 
the  consideration  of  the  second  article  of  the  section  reported  by 
tlie  oonmiittee. 

Mr.  QUTHKIE : — ^I  move  to  strike  out  the  second  article, 
snd  to  insert  the  following  in  its  place : 

**  Territory  may  be  acquired  for  naval  and  commercial  stations  and  transit 
nmtfl0|  and  by  discovery,  and  for  no  other  purposes,  without  the  concurrence 
of  fyarSfths  of  the  Senate.^' 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  under  our  present  Constitution 
the  United  Stat^  have  no  power  to  acquire  territory  for  coaling 
or  naval  stations,  within  ilie  country  of  a  foreign  power.  It 
was  the  conunittee's  intention  to  remedy  this  defect  by  the  present 
section.  But  as  it  stands,  I  do  not  like  it.  The  idea  is  some- 
what awkwardly  expressed.  I  wish  to  have  the  enabling  power 
conferred  in  direct  terms. 

Mr.  STTMMEES : — I  would  ask  to  interrupt  the  order  of 
buEinesB  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  make  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials,  in  the  Kansas  case.  The  defect  adverted 
to  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Stone,  has  been  supplied  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  committee,  and  Messrs.  Conway,  Ewino,  and  Adams, 
have  also  presented  themselves  as  delegates  from  the  State  of 
Kansas,  with  proper  credentials.  It  has  not  been  our  practice 
heretofore  to  admit  members  by  a  formal  vote,  nor  do  I  see  any 
necessity  for  making  the  case  of  Kansas  an  exception.  The 
22 
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committee  would  snggest  that  the  derk  enter  the  names  of  thflie 
gentlemen  upon  the  roll  of  delegates,  nnlees  objectioii  is  made. 

The  PKESIDENT :— The  Secretary  will  make  the  entiy,  as 
no  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  SUMMEES:— Some  days  ago  I  introdnoed  into  Ob 
Oonference,  and  caused  to  be  printed,  a  snbstitate  whid  I 
proposed  to  offer  for  the  second  section  of  the  oomndttoA 
article.    I  offer  it  now,  as  follows : 

'<No  territory  shall  be  acquired  by  the  United  States  without  th«  MD* 
onrrence  of  a  majority  of  all  the  Senators  from  States  which  aUow  \mdm 
tary  senritade,  and  a  mi^jority  of  all  the  Senators  from  States  which  proUHft 
that  relation ;  nor  shall  territory  be  acquired  by  treaty,  unless  the  TOtM  of  • 
majority  of  the  Senators  from  each  class  of  States  hereinbefore  mention^  li 
cast  as  a  part  of  the  two-thirds  m^ority  necessary  to  the  satisfiBustion  of  mA 
treaty." 

I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  time  in  discnssing  it,  bnt  I  aik  i 
minute  or  two  to  explain  its  proyisions.  The  second  seetaoii  of 
the  article  proposed  by  the  committee,  requires  that  a  tm^ 
under  which  territory  or  commercial  or  naval  stations  is  aoquind, 
should  require  four-fifths  of  the  Senate  for  its  ratificatioiL  TUi^ 
I  think,  is  an  unnecessary  restriction  upon  the  treaty-malmg 
power.  Occasion  may  arise  when  it  would  not  be  advisaUe  to 
wait  for  the  exercise  of  this  power  at  all.  The  questioiL  of 
acquiring  territory  may  arise  under  circumstances  when  delaj 
would  be  fataL  Suppose  our  title  to  an  island  in  the  AidSt 
Ocean,  or  a  point  upon  the  shore,  by  discovery  or  othenrii^ 
which  might  be  settled  by  prompt  action  I  There  might  be  00 
national  authority  with  which  we  could  treat  for  its  acquiaitKa 
I  think  it  would  be  hazardous  to  provide  that  in  no  evant 
should  territory  be  acquired  except  by  treaty.  The  case  I  hifi 
supposed  has  no  relation  whatever  to  the  case  of  an  ordinsiy 
acquisition  of  territory  by  treaty  with  a  recognized  forop 
power. 

But  the  question  of  slavery  always  arises  when  the  sabject 
of  acquiring  territory  is  mentioned.  This  clause  would  fix  tlie 
Bta(/U8j  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  either  class  of  States  to 
prevent  the  acquisition,  but  it  would  not  permit  a  small  number 
of  States  to  do  it.  To  leave  it  where  a  majority  of  the  SenatoD 
of  both  sections  could  control  the  subject,  would  seem  to  me  the 
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» of  setdement  least  objectionable.    The  ratification  would 

ze  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  like  all  treaties,  and  these  two- 

s  would  indode  a  majority  of  both  sections. 

bjeddon  will  be  made  to  this  classification  of  the  States.    I 

3t  like  it  myself,  but  there  it  no  way  to  avoid  it     I  have 

;ed  the  language  of  the  Ordinance  of  1787.    There  can 

>  very  sound  objection  to  the  use  of  these  terms.    The 

tion  is  rather  sentimental  than  otherwise. 

he  amendment  I  offer  ought  to  satisfy  the  South,  and  I 

:  it  will.    The  South  asks  for  these  provisions  because  they 

all  questions  about  our  present  territory,  and  prevent 
ions  arising  over  that  we  may  acquire  hereafter.  They  will 
to  both  sides  equality  of  power.  But  voting  is  far  more  im- 
nt  now  than  speaking.  I  will  consume  no  more  time. 
[r.  GUTHRIE :— The  gentleman  from  Virgmia  desires  to 
is  motion.  For  the  present,  I  will  withdraw  mine. 
fr.  FIELD : — ^I  have  only  a  word  to  say  on  this  subject 
9  are  very  grave  objections  to  this  classification  qf  sections. 
I  not  repeat  them  here.  I  supposed  the  sense  of  the  Gonfer- 
had  be^  expressed  against  it 

ut  I  wish  to  inquire  why  this  second  section  is  necessary  at 
It  came  up  in  the  committee  rather  by  accident  than  other- 

I  do  not  think  any  one  of  the  committee  intended  to  make 
)  of  the  subjects  of  our  action,  and  the  section  was  finally 
nted  by  a  small  majority. 

et  us  leave  this  subject  where  the  Constitution  leaves  it 
an  now  acquire  territory  by  discovery  or  by  treaty.  So  far 
kmstitution  has  operated  satisfactorily.  The  country  owes 
L  of  its  greatness  to  this  very  provision  of  tlie  Constitution. 
rievance  to  the  South,  assuredly,  has  been  caused  by  it  I 
rach  averse  to  any  alteration. 

[r.  BARKINGER : — ^I  think,  after  some  reflection,  that  this 
idment  is  of  mjich  more  importance  than  many  of  us  have 
Med*  I  shall  vote  for  it,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  have  too 
r  limitations  placed  upon  the  power  of  the  Government  in 
on  to  the  acquisition  of  territory.  We  know  how  difficult 
O  change  our  fundamental  law.  Very  few  amendments  to 
Constitution  have  been  made  since  the  death  of  Washington. 
ire  now  establishing  our  ftmdamental  law  for  ages  to  come. 
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Is  there  npon  the  face  of  the  civilized  earth  a  nation  with  sodift 
limitation  npon  the  power  of  acquiring  territorjr  as  this  originil 
article  proposes  ?  Its  adoption  would  place  ns  at  the  feet  of  tat- 
eign  nations. 

In  war,  conquest  is  one  means  of  indenmily — often  the  bei(' 
and  only  one.  We  must  look  to  the  acquisition  of  fntore  fm-n 
tory ;  we  must  make  our  settlement  with  that  in  view. 

Beference  has  been  made  here  lo  the  seceded  States,  andiome 
hard  words  have  been  used  toward  thenu  This  is  not  the  plaee 
for  such  words.  What  is  the  condition  of  these  States  novl 
They  say  they  are  out  of  the  Union.  We  say,  No  1  The  qucfr 
tion  between  us  may  be  decided  by  the  Courts ;  it  may  be  dedded 
by  the  sword.  But  we  all  want  ^em  back;  we  would  place  no 
restrictions  upon  their  return.  They  will  only  come  back  by 
treaty.  Unless  you  adopt  this  amendment,  the  section  proposed 
will  be  applicable  to  their  case,  and  a  mere  fraction  could  keep 
them  out  of  the  Union  forever. 

In  regiu'd  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  what  we  want  is  secmity 
for  the  future.  That  we  can  arrange.  In  my  opinion  yoa  wiU 
never  get  back  the  seceded  States,  without  you  give  them  eonie 
hope  of  the  acquisition  of  future  territory.  They  know  tint 
when  slavery  is  gathered  into  a  cvJrde-^aCj  and  surrounded  by  a 
wall  of  free  Stat^  it  is  destroyed.  Slavery  must  have  expansion. 
It  must  expand  by  the  acquisition  of  territory  which  now  we  do 
not  own.  The  seceded  States  will  never  yield  this  point— wiH 
never  come  back  to  a  Government  which  gives  no  chance  for  the 
expansion  of  their  principal  institution.  They  will  insist  iipon 
equity,  upon  the  same  rights  with  you  in  the  common  territory,  and 
the  same  prospect,  of  acquiring  foreign  territory  that  you  ham 
If  you  are  not  prepared  to  grant  all  this,  do  not  waste  your  time 
in  thought  about  the  return  of  the  seceded  States. 

Mr.  KANDOLPH  ^— New  Jersey  voted  to  make  the  first  seo- 
tion  of  the  article  reportod  applicable  to  future  territory,  not  be- 
cause she  wishes  to  acquire  new  territory,  but  because  die  knom 
that  it  will  be  acquired;  and  she  believes  all  questions  raised 
here  can  be  settled  now,  in  regard  to  it,  better  than  they  can 
be  hereafter.  These  questions  have  raised  a  ferment  in  the 
nation ;  we  would  settle  them  any  way.  We  should  have  voted 
for  these  restrictions  upon  the  power  of  acquiring  territory ;  and 
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Ml  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  in  a  few  years 
new  territory  must  be  acquirecL  Look  at  Sonora,  at  all  Mexico ; 
they  fiumish '  the  reason  for  our  action.  An  effort  will  be  made, 
perhaps,  to  secure  the  new  territory  by  treaty.  Better  get  it  in 
that  way  than  by  conquest 

Penonally,  I  would  oppose  any  farther  acquisitions.  We  need 
no  more  tenritoiy,  and  yet  I  know  that  more  wiU  be  acquired. 
The  Korth  wishes  it  more  than  the  South.  In  the  end,  the 
UVnih  will  insist  that  we  should  have  Cuba.  What  is  the  senti- 
ment of  our  commercial  cities  now  ? 

I  think  we  ought  to  surround  this  power  of  acquisition  by 
Bome  judicious  restrictions ;  not  make  them  too  strong,  or  the 
eountr^  will  break  over,  and  not  r^ard  them.  What  restriction 
would  not  have  been  broken  down,  when  the  question  came  up 
in  relation  to  Texas  ?  We  must  anticipate  occasions  of  the  same 
kind.  I  am  inclined  to  vote  for  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman 
from  Yii^ginia.  At  all  events  let  us  adopt  some  limitations.  If 
not  these,  then  such  as  are  contained  in  the  original  article. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland : — I  propose  to  amend  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  by  inserting  after 
the  words  "  United  States,"  the  words  "  except  by  discovery,  and 
for  naval  and  commercial  depots  and  transit  routes." 

There  is  now  a  law,  the  constitutionality  of  which  has  not 
been  doubted,  providing  for  the  acquisition  of  territory  by  dis- 
eovery.  But  the  CJourt,  in  the  Dred  Scott  case,  decided  that  ter- 
litoiy  could  not  be  acquired,  except  as  preliminary  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  State.  This  difficulty  should  be  obviated.  I  think  the 
amendment  I  propose  will  do  it.  If  we  adopt  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  SuiofEBS,  we  cut  off  the  power  of  acquiring  territory  for 
transit  routes,  &c.,  except  by  treaty.  I  think  my  amendment 
will  make  the  section  more  satisfactory  to  the  South. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  : — I  will  accept  tiie  amendment,  and  treat  it 
IB  a  part  of  my  substitute. 

Mr.  BROCKENBROUGH  :—l  feel  a  deep  solicitude  in  this 
•object.  We  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  settling  a  great  difficul- 
ty. Instead  of  settling  it,  we  shaU  add  to  it  by  placing  these  un- 
neeessary  obstructions  in  the  way  of  acquiring  territory  in  future. 
Would  not  the  South  be  safer  by  the  adoption  of  this  guarantee  ? 
It  is  the  only  one,  aside  from  the  first  section,  which  gives  the 
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South  a  grain  of  power.  We  cannot  go  on  with  things  tsthflj 
are — only  seven  States  to  contend  with  all  the  reat  of  themtuD. 
We  must  all  desire  that  the  seceded  States  should  return  tofliB 
Union.  How  are  they  to  come  back  t  By  treaty,  or  hj  fliB 
sword  ?  Who  will  not  prefer  to  win  them  back  by  adoptiDg 
principles  in  our  amendments  which  will  make  it  for  their  in- 
terest to  return  ?  If  the  amendment  is  adopted,  no  fhtare  to*- 
ritory  will  be  acquired  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  rf 
Senators  on  both  sides  of  the  line.  Eeject  this,  and  I  have  not 
the  slightest  hope  of  ever  seeing  the  seceded  States  again  in 
the  Union.  I  believe  this  amendment  will  meet  the  wishes  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  Virginia. 

The  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  proposed  bj 
Mr.  SuHMEBS  resulted  as  follows : 

Atss. — ^Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgmia,  Noitt 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Missonri — 9. 

Noes. — ^Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Yoik,  Fttm- 
sylvania,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Kansas — ^10. 

And  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^I  will  now  renew  my  proposition,  and  aik 
a  vote  upon  it  by  States. 

The  vote  upon  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Gxjtheh,  fer 
the  section  of  tiie  article  reported  by  the  committee,  resulted  as 
follows : 

Atss. — ^New  Hampshire,  Bhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jenej^  Pern* 
sylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio— 10. 

Nobs. — ^Maine,  Yermont,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Yirgiiiia,  Kofti^ 
Carolina,  lOssouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Iowa — 10. 

And  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Peicb  dissented  from  the  vote  of  New  Jersey,  and  Ml 
Bakeinger  from  the  vote  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  WICEXIFFE :— As  the  hour  named  for  the  call  npon  the 
President-elect  is  approaching,  I  move  that  a  conmiittee  of  three 
members  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  introduction  of  the  members  of  the  Conference. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wiokliffe  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Piesi- 
dent  appointed  Messrs.  Wiokliffe,  Field,  and  Chabe,  as  the 
committee. 
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Mr.  MoEENNAK: — ^I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
of  the  Conference  rejecting  the  subetitnte  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Yirginia.  I  am  not  at  all  certain  that  we  may  not 
think  it  adTisable  to  adopt  that  amendment. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  now  suspended,  and  the  conunittee 
appointed  to  wait  npon  the  President^ect,  reported  that  they 
had  performed  that  dnty,  and  that  the  President-elect  wonld  be 
pleased  to  receive  the  members  of  the  Conference  in  his  parlors 
in  Willard's  Hotel,  at  the  present  time. 

For  the  purpose  of  waiting  on  the  President,  on  motion  of 
llr.  Ewnro,  the  Conference  adjourned  until  the  25th  inst.,  at  ten 

o'clock  A.  K. 
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SEVENTEENTH    DAT. 
Washington,  Monday,  JFSnuiry  25^,  1861. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  ten  o'clock,  pnrsnant 
to  adjonmment,  by  President  Tyler,  and  prayer  was  offered  by 
Eev.  Dr.  Smtih. 

The  Jonmal  of  Saturday  was  read. 

Mr.  HACBXEMAN:— The  Delegates  from  the  State  of 
Indiana  desire  that  the  vote  of  that  State  npon  the  proposition 
of  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  (Mr.  Cubtib), 
on  Friday  last,  may  be  recorded.  The  vote  was  taken  on 
Saturday,  and  Indiana  desires  to  record  her  vote  against  said 
proposition. 

The  Conference  granted  the  leave  asked,  and  the  vote  of 
Indiana  was  accordingly  entered  npon  the  Jonmal. 

The  PRESIDENT :— There  have  been  transmitted  to  me  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  Democrats  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  are  contained  certain  resolations  relating  to  the  matters 
now  before  ns.  I  am  informed  that  the  meeting  was  one  of  the 
largest  ever  held  in  that  State.  The  nsual  course  would  be  to 
enter  them  upon  the  record,  but  in  this  instance  I  would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  having  them  read.  However,  the  Conference 
will  take  sudh  order  upon  them  as  it  thinks  proper. 

Mr.  POLLOCB::— The  policy  of  the  Conference  from  the 
b^inning  has  been  not  to  receive  or  consider  resolutions  of  a 
partisan  character.  That  decision  was  made  on  one  of  the  early 
days  of  our  session,  upon  a  series  of  resolutions  adopted  by  a 
convention  held  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  which  were  pre- 
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nnted  by  Mr.  Clat.  I  think  we  had  better  pass  over  the  subject 
informallj,  and  I  would  call  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  Kentucky:—!  think  the  resolutionfl 
had  better  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Credentiak. 

Mr.  CLAY : — ^I  quite  approved  of  the  course  taken  by  the 
Conference  of  the  resolutions  which  were  sent  to  me  for  presenta- 
tion*  I  hope  we  will  pursue  the  same  course  now.  I  move 
that  diese  resolutions  be  entered  upon  the  Journal  as  received, 
and  mat  they  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York : — ^I  would  inquire  whether  any 
action  has  been  taken  under  the  order  of  the  Conference  for  the 
printing  of  the  Journal  from  day  to  day.  It  is  very  import- 
ant that  we  have  these  Journals,  that  we  may  know  exactly 
whtkt  has  been  done.  No  gentleman  can  carry  all  our  proceed- 
ings in  his  memory. 

The  Secretary  made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  he  had  not  found  time 
ftJlj  to  complete  the  Jomnal,  or  to  arrange  for  its  hcing  printed  under  the 
rnle  requiring  that  secrecy  should  he  preserved ;  that  the  Major  of  Washing- 
ton had  proposed  to  have  the  printing  done  under  a  supervision  which  would 
secure  its  non-puhlication  hj  the  press,  and  that  various  reasons  existed  why 
tiie  <H!der  of  the  Conference  had  not  heen  complied  with. 

Mr.  SMITH: — Then  I  hope  the  order  will  be  complied  with 
to-day.  It  is  very  important  that  each  member  should  have  a 
copy  of  our  daily  Journal.  I  certainly  expected  one  this  morn- 
ing. I  will  not  make  a  motion  now,  but  if  these  copies  are  not 
fomifllied,  I  shall  move  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  secure 
their  future  publi9ation. 

Mr.  DENT : — ^There  was  a  vote  passed  upon  this  subject.  It 
may  have  been  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretaiy. 

The  PRESIDENT:— The  Conference  is  informed  that  the 
Jommal  shall  be  published  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  BROCKENBROUGH:— I  have  two  amendments  which 
I  ahall  offer.  At  present  I  desire  to  have  them  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed.* 

*  I  suppose  these  smendments  offered  by  Kr.  Brockxnbbough  were  never  printed ; 
certainly  no  printed  cq)y  of  them  was  ever  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  Gonfer- 
CDoe^  and  they  were  never  inserted  in  the  JoumaL    In  preserving  my  notes,  I  naturally 
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The  PRESIDENT :— The  Conference  will  now  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day,  which  is  the  moto 
to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting  the  snbBtitate  offered  by  lb. 
Summers,  for  the  second  section  of  the  articles  of  amendmoit 
reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  McKENyAN : — ^At  the  request  of  one  of  my  ooUeagoai 
I  would  ask  a  postponement  of  the  vote  upon  my  motion  of  !»> 
consideration  for  the  present.  It  will  produce  no  injuriaas  resolt, 
and  I  think  myself  we  had  better  hold  this  amendment  Bdbjeet 
to  the  future  action  of  the  Conference. 

Mr.  SUMMEES :— I  will  not  withhold  my  consent  to  tiis 
postponement.  But  I  hope  the  members  of  this  Confesrenoe  iriU 
consider  my  amendment,  and  give  it  their  attention  when  it 
comes  up  again. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^If  we  pass  Mr.  Summxbs'  amendment,  ve 
should  pass  by  the  consideration  of  the  whole  section.  I  think 
that  is  the  better  way.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  consideratioii 
of  the  third  section  in  the  article  of  amendment  proposed  by  the 
committee. 

The  PRESIDENT :— Such  will  be  taken  as  the  pleasue  of 
the  Conference. 

The  third  section  was  read. 

The  PRESIDENT:— The  third  section  is  open  to  propos- 
tions  of  amendment. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^I  move  to  amend  this  section  by  striking 
out  the  words  "  by  land,  sea,  or  river,"  occurring  after  the  words 
"or  transportation." 

Mr.  Guthbie's  motion  was  adopted  without  a  division. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE: — ^I  now  move  to  insert  after  the  words 
"  during  transportation,"  the  words  "  by  sea  or  river." 

Which  motion  was  also  agreed  to  without  a  division* 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK:— I  now  move  to  amend  the  third  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  give,"  in  the  second  line 
thereof,  and  inserting  as  follows : 

asfliimod  that  I  could  rely  upon  the  printed  copies  distriboted  to  the  memben^  te  tbs 
yariouB  amendments  offered.  At  the  period  of  writing  out  these  notes  cominiii^oirtka 
with  Mr.  Brockxnbbough  is  impossible,  and  I  am  obliged  to  omit  iarther  notioe  of  Ul 
amendments.    I  am  not  even  able  to  state  the  subjects  to  which  they  re£Bcred. 
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"  to  Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control,  within  any  State,  the 
relations  established  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof,  touching  persons  held 
to  service  or  labor  therein." 

SxonoN  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  discharge  any  person  held 
to  ■ervice  or  labor  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  laws  thereof^  from 
■Qoh  aervioe  or  labor,  or  to  impair  any  rights  pertaining  to  that  relation,  un- 
der the  laws  now  in  force  within  the  said  District,  while  such  relations  shall  ex- 
ist in  the  State  of  Maryland,  without  the  consent  of  said  State,  and  of  those  to 
whom  the  service  or  labor  is  due,  or  making  them  just  compensation  therefor ; 
nor  the  power  to  prohibit  or  interfere  with  members  of  Congress  and  offic(»rt 
of  the  Federal  Government  whose  duties  require  them  to  be  in  said  District, 
fron  bringing  with  them,  for  personal  service  only,  retaining,  and  taking 
ttiraj  persons  so  held  to  service  or  labor,  nor  the  power  to  impair  or  abolish 
the  relations  of  persons  owing  service  or  labor  in  places  under  the  ex- 
dnrive  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  within  those  States  and  Territories 
where  such  relations  are  established  or  recognized  by  law, 

Sicnoir  6.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or 
transportation  of  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  any  State  or  Territory 
of  the  United  States  to  any  State  or  Territory  thereof  where  the  same  obliga- 
tion or  liability  to  labor  or  service  is  established  or  recognized  by  law ;  and 
the  right  during  such  transportation,  by  sea  or  river,  of  touching  at  ports, 
diores,  or  landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist;  nor  shall 
^e  OoDgress  have  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons 
held  to  service  or  labor  than  on  land. 

Although  it  may  not  be  strictly  in  order,  yet,  as  a  part  of  my 
plan,  I  wish  to  bring  forward  a  snbstitnte  which  I  shall  offer  to 
the  seventh  section  of  the  committee's  article,  which,  if  adopted, 
should  be  numbered 

Bmanos  9.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law,  that  in  all  cases  where  the 
y^yaliftl^  or  other  officer  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  arrest  any  fugitive  from 
icrvioe  or  labor,  shall  be  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  of  a  mob  or 
riotoas  assemblage ;  or  where,  after  such  arrest,  such  fugitive  shall  be  rescued 
bj  like  violence,  and  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due  shall 
hereby  be  deprived  of  the  same,  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  such  party 
the  ftall  value  of  such  service  or  labor. 

I  offer  these  in  separate  sections,  in  order  not  only  that  the  vote 
may  be  taken  upon  each  one  separately  here,  but  also  when  the 
same  questions  come  before  the  people.  The  first  section  of  my 
amendment,  as  I  understand  from  every  quarter,  sets  all  opposi- 
tion at  rest ;  all  are  willing  to  agree  to  it.  This  may  be  adopted 
and  the  others  rejected,  which  could  not  be  done  if  the  original 
section  was  adopted.  The  other  sections  conform  to  the  language 
of  our  present  Constitution,  and  for  that  reason  I  Onnk  they  will 
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meet  with  more  favor.    Each  subject  is  thus  made  to  stand  onili 
own  merits. 

The  PKESroENT :— The  question  will  be  taken  upon  eidi 
section  of  the  substitute  proposed. 

Mr.  JAMES : — ^I  propose  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the 
first  section  of  the  amendment  offered  bj  Mr.  ELrroHoocK.  It  ifl, 
I  believe,  the  same  as  that  proposed  in  Congress  by  the  Commit-, 
tee  of  Thirteen.  I  understand,  also,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  are  about  to  substitute  it  for  what  is 
known  as  the  Apamr  Proposition.  We  all  have  the  same  pmv 
pose  in  view,  to  n^ative  in  express  terms  the  right  of  Congras 
to  interfere  with  the  institution  of  slavery  within  the  States.  I 
present  the  amendment  because  I  think  it  expresses  the  purpose 
in  better  language. 

SsonoN  1.  Ko  amendment  shall  be  made  to  the  Oonstitalion  which  vill 
anthorize  or  give  to  Congress  the  power  to  abolish  or  interfere,  within  anj 
State,  with  the  domestic  institutions  thereof,  including  that  of  perBOHB  held 
to  labor  or  service  by  the  laws  of  said  State. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^This  amendment  would  be  limited  in  its  ap- 
plication to  the  States.  Congress  would  still  have  power  in  tUs 
respect  over  Territories. 

Mr.  GXJTHEIE :— The  report  of  the  committee  has  been 
agreed  upon  after  much  discussion,  and  printed.  We  all  under- 
stand it,  and  I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to  it  without  any  alteration. 
If  we  begin  to  adopt  these  amendments  no  one  can  tell  where 
they  will  carry  us. 

Mr.  JAMES : — ^My  proposition  is  offered  as  an  amendment  to 
that  offered  by  Mr.  Hitohcook. 

Mr.  GXJTHIRIE : — So  I  understand ;  but  his  amendment  k 
proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  third  section  of  the  article  report- 
ed by  the  committee.    I  object  to  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  EANDOLPH : — Do  I  understand  that  the  question  now 
is  upon  substituting  Mr.  Hitchoock's  amendment  for  the  com- 
mittee's report. 

Mr.  JAMES  : — "No.  It  is  upon  substituting  my  proposition 
for  the  first  section  of  Mr.  Hitchcock's  amendment. 

The  vote  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  James  resulted 
as  follows: 

Ates. — ^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Yermont,  MassaohnsettSi  Connectkni^ 
New  York,  and  Indiani^— 7. 
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Noes. — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Yirginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentncky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Illinois, 
and  Kansas — ^13. 

And  the  amendment  was  loet. 

Mr.  WOOD : — ^I  mnst  enter  my  dissent  from  the  vote  of  HU- 
noia. 

Mr.  FOWLES : — ^I  have  an  amendment  which  I  offer  to  the 
sabstitnte  proposed  by  Mr.  Httchcock — 

Mr.  EANDOLPH : — ^I  object  to  it  as  ont  of  order.  Let  ns 
take  the  vote  npon  the  varions  sections  of  Mr.  HircnoocK's  propo- 
sition. If  they  are  rejected,  then  these  amendments  may  all  be 
moYod  to  the  committee's  report 

The  PEESEDENT :— I  have  ab^ady  decided  that  the  substi- 
tute is  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH :— Then  I  will  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  will  state  the  ground  of  my  decision. 
It  18  true,  as  claimed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  that  if 
the  propositions  of  Mr.  HrrcHoooK  are  rejected  these  amendments 
may  be  moved  to  the  sections  reported  by  the  committee.  If, 
cm  the  contrary,  they  are  adopted^  or  either  of  them,  so  far  as 
they  are  adopted  they  must  stand  as  the  order  of  the  Conference, 
and  are  no  longer  subject  to  amendment.  I  understand  the  Par- 
liamentary rule  in  sudi  a  case  to  be  well  settled. 

A  somewhat  conftised  debate  here  arose,  when  Mr.  RAinx>LFH 
withdrew  his  appeal  ftom  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  BALDWIN : — ^I  move  to  amend  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  by  striking  out  the  words  ^^nor  shall 
Congress  have  the  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation 
on  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  than  on  land."  I  do  not 
think  these  words  are  appropriate  in  a  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK :— I  supposed  the  Conference  would  un- 
derstand  my  purpose.  It  was  to  substitute  my  three  sections 
for  the  third  section  of  the  committee's  report.  I  did  not  sup- 
pose this  series  of  amendments  would  be  offered.  For  the 
present,  I  will  withdraw  my  amendments. 

Mr.  HARRIS : — ^The  gentleman  forgets  that  if  we  once 
adopt  them,  they  are  no  longer  subject  to  amendment. 
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Mr.  BBO]!TSON : — I  wish  to  make  a  BuggestioiL  I  cbmH 
know  bnt  ParliamentarianB  would  call  it  a  point  of  order.  Now 
let  US  go  on  and  decide  whether  we  will,  or  will  not^  adopt  the 
third  section  as  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^I  have  several  amendments  which  I  am  ooih 
strained  to  offer  to  this  third  section.  Mj  State  would  think  me 
remiss  if  I  did  not  offer  them.  I  move,  first,  to  insert  after  the 
words  "  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,"  the  wordB  "or 
obstruct,  hinder,  prevent,  or  abolish." 

By  tiie  section  as  reported  by  the  committee,  GangreBB  is 
prohibited  from  controlling  or  abolishing  slavery  in  any  State  or 
Territory.  This  amendment  which  I  propose  will  prevent  any 
action  in  relation  to  it — in  aid  of  it,  or  otherwise.  The  Territo- 
rial Legislature  will  always  be  the  creature  of  CJongresB,  and 
under  the  committee's  section  it  might  act  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery.  I  understand  that  the  purpose  of  the  committee 
was  to  prevent  Congress  &om  abolishing  slavery  in  the  Tenito- 
ries,  but  not  to  prevent  the  Territorial  Legislature  fix)m  acting  in 
aid  of  it.  My  amendment  will  secure  slavery  from  all  inteifa^ 
ence.    That  is  what  we  want. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE :— The  first  section  of  the  report  covers  ibk 
The  amendment,  I  think,  is  unnecessary. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^I  think  the  first  section,  properly  oonstroedy 
would  prevent  the  Territorial  Legislature  from  enacting  a  kw 
in  aid  of  slavery,  even  if  the  whole  people  of  the  Territory  desfr- 
edit. 

Mr.  GXJTHEIE : — I  do  not  desire  to  go  over  these  queetioDS 
again.  If  the  Conference  intends  to  come  to  any  conclusion  aft 
all,  I  hope  it  will  vote  down  all  these  amendments. 

Mr.  SEDDON :— I  call  for  a  vote  by  States. 

Mr.  WOOD  : — ^I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  on  tlie 
table. 

Mr.  BALDWIN: — ^Which  motion  is  in  order — ^mine  or  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  ? 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  gentleman  from  Ohio  having 
withdrawn  his  amendment,  the  proposal  of  the  gentleman  frcHn 
Connecticut  is  no  longer  before  the  Conference.  The  question  is 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  amend  the 
third  section  of  the  article  reported  by  the  committee. 
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The  Tote  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Sxddon  re- 
ralted  as  follows : 

Atis.— Maryland,  Yir^nia,  North  Oarolina,  Tennessee,  Kentaokj,  and 
IGawari— 6. 

Kon. — ^ICaine,  New  Hampshire,  Yermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Ckmneotioat,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsjlyania,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
HUnoia,  and  Kentackj—li. 

And  the  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^I  now  move  to  amend  the  third  section  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  City  of 
Washington,''  and  inserting  in  their  place  the  words  "  District  of 
Columbia.'' 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Seddon  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— I  do  not  see  why  this  privilege  of  bring- 
ing  their  slaves  into  the  District  should  be  limited  to  members 


Mr.  QUTHKCE : — ^It  is  not.  The  expression  ie  "  representa- 
tives  and  oOveraP 

Mr.  SEDDON : — I  now  propose  to  amend  the  same  section 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "  without  the  consent  of  Maryland  " 
the  words  "  and  Virginia."  I  think  slavery  ought  not  to  be 
destroyed  in  the  District  of  Columbia  without  the  consent  both  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia.  If  there  is  any  reason  for  requiring  the 
consent  of  one  State,  the  same  reason  exists  as  to  the  other.  This 
amendment  will  make  the  section  much  more  acceptable  to  the 
daveholding  States. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE  : — The  committee  did  not  require  the  assent 
of  Virginia,  because  no  part  of  the  present  District  came  from 
Virginia.     We  thought  it  unnecessary. 

Mr.  DENT : — ^Maryland  and  Virginia  originally  joined  in  the 
cession  of  the  District  to  the  United  States.  Afterwards  that 
portion  which  came  from  her  was  re-ceded  to  Virginia.  But  this 
question  is  not  one  of  territory  alone.  The  policy  and  interest 
of  the  two  States  are  intimately  connected.  It  would  be  far 
more  satisfactory  to  both  these  States,  and  to  the  South,  if  the 
assent  of  Virginia  was  required  before  Congress  could  abolish 
davery  in  the  District.     Still  Maryland  does  not  insist  upon  it. 

Mr.  EWING : — ^I  can  see  no  necessity  for,  or  propriety  in,  the 
amendment.    We  might  as  well  require  the  consent  of  North 


852  FBOOXEDINGS    OF    THE    OQNFEBSETOX. 

Oarolina  or  any  of  the  other  elave  States.    Yirginia  owxib  none 
of  the  District.    Shp  has  no  right  to  interfere. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Seddon  was  rejected  by  the 
following  vot^e : 

Atbs. — ^Maryland,  Yirginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Ififlwrnrir-^ 
KoES. — ^Maine,  Kew  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massaohasetta,  Rhode  Idandi 
Connecticat,  Kew  York,  Kew  Jerse^r,  Penns^rlvania,  Eentooky,  Ohk^  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  and  Kansas — 14. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^My  next  proposition  is  to  amend  the  third 
section  by  inserting  after  the  words  ^'  landing  in  case  of  distreai^ 
shall  exist,"  the  words  ^'  and  if  the  transportation  be  by  eea^  the 
right  of  property  in  the  person  held  to  service  or  labor  shall  be 
protected  by  the  Federal  Government  as  other  property.'' 

We  claim  that  our  property  in  slaves  shall  be  recognised  bj 
the  Union  just  like  any  other  property — ^that  no  nnjnst  or  im- 
proper distinction  shall  be  made.  When  we  trost  it  to  the  perib 
of  the  seas,  we  wish  to  have  it  protected  by  the  Federal  Goren- 
ment. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— I  wonld  inquire  of  the  gentleman  figta 
Yirginia  whether  it  has  not  already  been  decided  that  this  spjite 
of  property  is  as  much  entitled  to  Federal  protection  as  any  oAmt. 
I  refer  to  the  ^^  Creole "  case.  The  British  Government  msde 
compensation  for  this  species  of  property  in  that  case.  This  wai 
done  upon  the  award  of  the  commissioners  pursuant  to  the  deciflcn 
of  the  umpire. 

Mr.  SEDDON :— Yes !  But  on  the  express  ground  ihit 
slavery  was  recognized  in  the  islands.  Express  notice  was  given, 
that  when  the  emancipation  policy  was  adopted,  the  same  piind- 
pies  would  not  be  recognized.  We  are  now  removing  donbtab 
We  wish  to  have  these  matters  no  longer  involved  in  unoertain^. 
We  insist  upon  having  these  provisions  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  EUFFIN  : — I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  this  subject^  mneb 
as  I  regret  the  consumption  of  time.  I  am  willing  to  leave  this 
question  where  it  is  now ;  and  my  reason  is  this :  If  we  put  thk 
into  the  Constitution,  the  question  may  be  raised,  whether  if 
foreign  nations  should  interfere  with  this  kind  of  property  on  the 
high  seas,  the  Government  would  not  be  bound  to  consider  it  a 
cause  of  war.  We  ought  not  to  bind  ourselves  to  go  to  war. 
War  should  always  depend  upon  considerations  of  policy.    We 
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flhonld  raise  a  thousand  troublesome  questions  by  putting  these 
words  "  shall  be  protected"  into  the  Constitution.  The  matter 
IB  well  enough  as  it  is.  Our  rights  in  this  respect  are  well  enough 
protected  by  the  ordinary  course  of  national  diplomacy.  I  would 
not  be  willing  to  put  into  the  Constitution  language  which  would 
embarrass  us  hereafter. 

Mr.  SEDDON :— I  will  frankly  say  that  I  think  slave  prop- 
erty upon  every  ground  is  as  well  entitled  to  the  national  pro- 
tection as  any  other  species  of  property. 

Mr.  BAKRINGER : — This  amendment  brings  up  the  very 
gist  of  the  matter.  The  question  of  the  right  of  our  property  to 
Federal  protection  is  now  an  open  one.  In  the  case  of  the  Cieole 
it  was  settled  by  n^otiation,  and  not  by  the  courts.  The  ques- 
tion 00  often  hinted  at  and  suggested  in  this  Conference  is  now 
fieurly  brought  up  for  decision.  Governor  Chase  struck  at  the 
very  root  of  the  matter  the  other  day,  when  he  said  that  slavery 
was  an  abnormal  condition.  He  laid  down  tlio  opinion  of  the 
Korth.  He  is  a  statesman  and  a  lawyer.  He  says  that  slavery 
cannot  exist  anywhere  until  it  is  established  or  authorized  by  law. 
Tbu  is  the  Northern  idea,  and  it  is  a  technical  one.  I  hate  tech- 
nicalities almost  as  bad  as  I  do  sectionalism.  The  Nortli  deals 
in  both.  I  regret  to  speak  in  these  terms  of  the  North,  but  I 
must  if  I  speak  truth.  Now,  I  will  lay  down  what  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  South  upon  the  subject.  We  say  that  the  right  to 
hold  and  use  slave  property,  always,  everywhere,  exists  until  it 
18  prohibited  by  law.  We  say  that  it  is  a  natural  right,  which 
grows  out  of  the  very  necessities  of  society.  We  hold  that  the 
condition  of  slavery  i&  a  normal  condition — ^not  local  at  all ;  that 
it  is  found  everywhere,  except  where  it  is  forbidden  by  law. 
We  claim  that  the  right  to  hold  slaves  is  a  natural  right,  recog- 
nised by  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  world.  I  am  quite  aware 
that  the  North  does  not  agree  with  our  opinion. 

Mr.  VANDEVER :— I  would  ask  whether  this  normal  con- 
dition is  confined  to  the  blacks,  or  does  it  extend  to  all  races  ? 

Mr.  BAERINGER : — ^Most  assuredly  it  is  not  confined  to  a 
single  race.  It  extends  to  all  races.  Slavery  of  all  races  exists 
even  in  Europe. 

Mr.  FIELD :— Not  now  1 

Mr.  BARRINGER :— Perhaps  not  now,  and  why  I  For  the 
23 
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reason  that  it  has  been  abolished  by  law,  as  in  the  leoent  case  of 
Bnssia.  Slavery  once  existed  in  the  Northern  States.  By  law  it 
was  also  abolished  in  those  States.  We  say  that  wh^  slave 
property  is  on  the  high  seas  it  onght  to  be  protected — ^ihe  li^ito 
of  the  owner  ought  to  be  protected. 

This  question  came  up  in  the  case  of  the  "  Amistead."  Hr. 
Adams  claimed  that  although  these  slaves  were  recognized  by  the 
laws  of  Spain  as  property,  yet,  when  once  upon  the  high  seas, 
they  were,  by  the  law  of  nations,  free^  and  these  slaves  have 
never  been  paid  for  to  this  day. 

This  amendment  is  highly  important  to  the  South.  The  con- 
cession we  ask  is  no  greater  than  has  been  made  before.  In  the 
treaties  of  1783  and  1815,  slaves  were  to  be  protected  as  property. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— I  do  not  wish  to  nullify  the  action,  or 
change  the  course  of  our  Government  on  thitf  question.  SlaveB 
upon  the  high  seas  have  always  been  recognized  as  properlj. 
Look  at  the  treaty  of  1815.  That  recognized  slaves  as  property, 
and  those  which  were  taken  from  the  District  were  paid  fir, 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  same  ground  now  taken  Ij 
the  North.  The  Government  took  the  opposite  ground.  The 
question  was  ultimately  referred  to  the  Emperor  of  Bussia,  iriio 
decided  that  property  in  slaves  must  be  recognized  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  sustained  our  view.  Take  the  "  Creole  "  case  tlfla 
But  I  will  not  go  over  the  ground.  The  "  Amistead  "  case  stood 
upon  grounds  which  were  entirely  different 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  put  this  amendment  into  the  Oouti- 
tution.  The  rights  of  the  South  in  tliis  respect  are  well  enooi^ 
protected  now. 

Mr.  GEANGER:— I  regret  that  the  distmguished  gentb- 
man  from  Virginia  has  again  raised  a  question  which  was  dedded 
against  him  by  a  large  majority  in  the  Conference  a  few  d«p 
ago. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — The  gentleman  is  quite  correct.  The  prin- 
ciple must  be  the  same  whether  applied  to  the  Territories  or  to 
the  high  seas. 

Mr.  GEANGEE:— It  is  claimed  by  the  South  that  slaveB 
are  property  everywhere.  Why,  then,  name  slave  proi)erty  more 
than  any  other  species  in  the  Constitution  ? 

Mr.  BAERINGEE:— We  say  that  slaves  are  hGOi  persona 
and  property. 
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Hir.  OBANGEB :— It  has  always  been  the  course  of  the 
Gkyvemment  to  pay  for  slaves  taken  on  the  high  seas.  The 
gentleman  has  referred  to  the  ^^  Amistead  "  ease  as  having  been 
decided  against  the  sonthem  daim.  I  present  the  ^^  Amistead  " 
case  as  a  perfect  answer  to  the  miserable  calnmnies  which  have 
been  disseminated  against  that  Court.  The  Judges  in  that  case 
were  unam'mous  with  a  single  exception,  and  he  was  a  Judge 
firom  a  free  State.  We  of  the  !N'orth  upon  these  national  ques- 
tions are  prepared  to  go  with  you  to  the  extreme  verge  of  right 
and  loyally. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  North  Carolina :— I  have  no  desire  to 
complicate  these  questions  of  international  law.  The  treaties  of 
1783  and  1815  were  participated  in  by  Jay  and  the  elder  Adams. 
They  expressly  provided  for  the  payment  for  slaves  like  other 
property.  This  is  plain  English,  and  settles  the  question  so  far 
as  the  i^Torth  is  concerned.    I  am  for  letting  it  alone  where  it  is. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD : — I  am  not  able  to  support  this  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  firom  Virginia.  I  consider  the  right  of 
prcqperty  in  slaves,  in  the  slave  States,  and  in  the  territory 
south  of  36®  30',  as  fully  recognized  and  established  in  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee.  In  this  very  clause 
tliis  property  is  expressly  admitted,  and  Congress  is  prohibited 
firom  interfering  with  it.  This  is  enough — it  is  all  that  should 
be  done.  We  have  come  here  to  settle  our  domestic  troubles. 
The  report  of  the  committee  recognizes  and  affirms  these  rights 
of  the  South  which  have  heretofore  been  denied  or  doubted. 
.  I  think  their  report  gives  us  all  the  assurance  we  need.  We 
were  not  sent  here  to  engraft  new  principles  into  our  foreign 
policy,  and  I  will  not  consent  to  enter  upon  that  business.  We 
have  got  this  right  of  property  specifically  recognized,  and  no 
administration  hereafter  will  reftise  to  carry  out  the  plain  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  SEDDON :— Where  in  the  article  do  you  find  this  right 
recognized  t  It  simply  prohibits  Congress  from  interfering  with 
slavery  within  certain  limits.    Nothing  beyond  that. 

Mr.  CEISFIELD : — I  find  the  recognition  pervading  the 
whole  report.  The  right  of  transportation,  for  instance,  is  se- 
cured. Does  not  that  involve,  of  necessity,  a  recognition  of  the 
right  of  property  ?  I  am  sure  the  South  is  safe  in  leaving  this 
question  where  ihe  report  leaves  it. 
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Ifr.  HOUSTON :— We  fed  disposed  to  adhere  firmly  to  tibe 
report  of  the  committee.  We  know  the  ardnons  labor  thej 
have  bestowed  upon  the  subject,  and  feel  that  we  ought  to  be 
satisfied  witli  the  result.  We  do  not  wish  to  have  our  fiiends 
pnt  ns  in  a  false  position.  We  shall  vote  against  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  not  because  we  do  not  think  it 
is  right  on  principle,  but  because  we  think  it  is  imneoeasaiy. 
The  right  of  property  in  slaves  is  protected  now  wherever  that 
property  goes. 

Mr.  B  AEEINGEE :— I  admit  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment hitherto  has  been  as  the  gentlemen  claim.  If  the  South 
could  have  been  satisfied  with  that,  we  should  never  have  been 
sent  here — this  Convention  would  never  have  been  called.  Bnt 
we  have  come  together  for  the  reason  that  we  fear  the  estab- 
lished policy  of  the  Government  will  be  changed  by  the  ptrt^ 
now  coming  into  power.  We  ask  for  assurances  that  the  old 
policy  should  be  continued ;  and  we  wish  to  have  the  obligatkn 
to  continue  it,  written  down  in  the  bond. 

The  Ohair  restated  the  question,  and  Mr.  Seddok  called  fir 
a  vote  by  States. 

The  vote  upon  Mr.  Seddon's  amendment  resulted  as  foUovi: 

Atbs. — ^Virginia,  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and  IGssonri— 4. 

Noes. — ^Maine,  New  Hamp^ire,  Yennont,  Massachnsetts,  Bhode  Idind, 
Connecticnt,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Hxrfim^ 
Kentncky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Kansas — ^17. 

And  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Messrs.  Butleb  and  Clay,  of  Kentucky;  Messrs.  Doonrsa 
and  Johnson,  of  Missouri ;  Messrs.  Howard  and  Dent,  of  Maiy- 
land,  dissented  from  the  votes  of  their  respective  States. 

Mx.  SEDDOiN' : — I  now  move  the  following  amendment  of 
the  same  third  section.  After  the  words  ^^  in  case  of  distreai^ 
shall  exist,"  insert  the  following  : 

"  And  the  rights  of  transit  by  persons  holding  those  of  the  AMcan  nw 
to  labor  or  service,  in  and  through  the  States  not  recognixing  the  rdir 
tions  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service,  in  passing  with  them  fhun  oneStito 
or  Territory  recognizing  snch  relation,  to  another,  shall  be  secure.** 

I  only  wish  to  say  in  reference  to  this  amendment  that  it 
secures  a  right  specifically  referred  to  in  the  resolutions  of  Tir- 
ginia  under  which  this  Conference  is  called.    On  that  account  I 
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feel  bound  to  offer  it^  but  I  will  not  occupy  time  in  its  discns- 
flioiL 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^In  the  early  years  of  our  Oovermnent  this 
n^t  was  extended  by  courtesy  to  the  slaveholding  States. 
Since  these  differences  have  sprung  up,  in  some  States  it  has 
been  denied — ^in  others,  the  courtesy  still  exists.  We  considered 
this  question  thoroughly  in  committee.  We  did  not  wish  to 
put  any  thing  into  our  report  that  would  operate  to  excite  the 
prejudices  of  any  section  against  it,  and  so  lessen  the  chances  of 
its  being  adopted.  We  thought  it  best  not  to  insert  such  a 
provision.    I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SEDDON :— I  call  a  vote  by  States. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Seddon  was  rejected  by  the 
following  vote : 

Am. — ^Virginia,  North  Oarolina,  Kcntuckj,  and  Missonri — i. 

K0K8. — ^Maine,  New  Hampshiro,  Vermont,  Massachnsctts,  Bhode  Island, 
Ckmneotioat,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Fennsylyania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Tenneasee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Eanaos — IT. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — One  more  amendment.  I  move  to  amend 
the  third  section  as  follows :  after  the  words  "  by  the  laws 
thereof  touching,"  insert  the  words  "  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween master  and  slave  or." 

I  shall  not  detain  the  Conference  for  five  minntes  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  amendment.  I  wish,  however,  to  have  the  words 
"master  and  slave  "  somewhere  inserted  in  this  article,  in  plain 
Igngliah  language,  so  that  the  dangerous  delusion  so  prevalent 
at  the  Korth,  that  the  Constitution  docs  not  recognize  slavery, 
may  be  thoroughly  and  forever  removed;  so  that  the  Consti- 
tution shall,  beyond  any  question,  recognize  the  relation  of  mas- 
ter and  slave;  a  duplex  relation — a  relation  of  person  and 
property.  I  wish  to  meet  that  question  fairly  and  squarely.  Let 
it  be  thoroughly  understood  as  a  relation  of  person  and  property. 
This  is  what  we  ask,  and  this  is  what  we  insist  upon.  Put  this 
into  the  Constitution,  and  you  take  the  shortest  and  the  most  ef- 
fective means  of  settling  the  question,  and  of  promoting  peace 
and  tranquillity.  You  strike  the  axe  to  the  very  root  of  bitter- 
ness, whence  has  sprung  all  our  trouble,  all  our  diflSculties.  I 
ask  a  vote  by  States. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE :— What  I  have  abeady  said  applies  with 
eqnal  force  to  this  amendment    I  will  not  repeat  my  objections. 
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The  amendment  oSSsred  by  "Mr.  Seddok  was  rejected  by  tibe 

following  vote : 

Atb8,— Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  ^GsBonii— 8. 

Noes.— Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Isltiid, 
Connecticnt,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  MaiTkod, 
Tennessee,  Kentuoky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Kansas — 16. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD— Maryland  votes  «No,"  not  becanae  she 
specially  objects  to  the  amendment,  but  she  stands  by  the  iep(vt 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  DENT :— I  dissent  from  the  vote  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  CLAY : — ^And  I  from  the  vote  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.ALEXANDEE:— * 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Vermont : — ^I  move  to  amend  the  third  secticn 
by  striking  out  the  word  "  nor,"  immediately  succeeding  the 
words  "  persons  so  bound  to  labor,"  and  inserting  the  following: 

'^Bnt  the  bringing  into  said  District  of  persons  held  to  serrioe,  fbr  tbe 
purpose  of  being  sold,  or  placed  in  depot  to  bo  afterwards  transferred  to  aj 
other  plac«  to  be  sold  as  merchandise,  is  forever  prohibited,  and  C<ngrNi 
may  pass  all  necessary  laws  to  make  this  prohibition  effectoal ;  nor  ihiB 
Oongress  have." 

It  is  well  known  that  much  of  the  agitation  upon  the  quo- 
tion  of  slavery  has  formerly  arisen  from  the  existence  of  the  aiaw- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Since  the  prohibition  of  1850, 
the  public  mind  has  been  much  more  quiet,  so  far  as  this  aubjeefc 
is  concerned.  I  suppose  the  committee  did  not  intend  to  duuige 
the  law  of  1850,  but  I  fear  their  action  will  not  be  so  undentood 
at  the  Korth.  I  propose  to  make  the  matter  clear.  [Mr.  Hau 
here  read  the  section  of  the  Act  of  1850  referring  to  this  sub- 
ject.] My  amendment  puts  the  language  of  this  act  into  ibb 
Constitution.  My  only  purpose  is,  to  have  this  question  left  in 
exactly  its  present  position.  Without  the  amendment,  I  fear  it 
will  be  claimed  that  the  article  restores  the  slave-trade  in  this 
District.  Nothing  would  more  effectually  destroy  the  article  it 
the  North. 

Mr.  WHITE :— The  language  of  the  report  is  dear.  It  gives 
no  right  to  sell  slaves  in  the  District. 

*  The  published  Journal  states  that  Mr.  Alsxaitdeb  dissented  from  tha 
vote  of  New  Jersey.  Mj  notes  do  not  show  that  he  dissented,  and  I  think 
the  Journal  may  be  erroneous  in  this  particular. 
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Hir.  TTATJi : — ^I  wiah  to  be  understood.  The  article  prohibits 
Oongress  from  interfering  with  slavery.  Ergo^  it  will  be  claimed 
they  cannot  prohibit  the  exercise  of  any  of  its  functions.  The 
oonstmction,  to  say  the  very  least,  will  be  doubtful.  It  should 
not  be  left  in  doubt 

Mr.  NOTES :— The  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
has  always  been  a  subject  of  great  dissatisfaction.  I  don't  know 
that  it  is  considered  of  much  importance  in  the  South,  but  at  the 
North  it  always  has  been.  Ten  years  ago  it  was  abolished  by 
act  of  Congress.  I  fear  that  unless  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Yermont  is  adopted,  the  effect  of  the  committee's 
report  will  be  to  restore  the  slave-trade  in  the  District.  The 
section  reported  by  the  committee  permits  any  person  to  bring 
his  slaves  into  the  District ;  to  retain  them  there  as  long  as  he 
chooses,  and  to  take  them  away.  It  recognizes  the  right  of  abso- 
lute dominion.  It  secures  it  effectually.  It  imposes  upon  the 
soil  of  the  District  the  right  of  holding,  retaining,  and  taking 
away  the  slaves  by  the  owner  himself,  his  agent  or  assignee. 
The  slave-trade,  in  my  judgment,  is  thus  restored. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — I  am  satisfied  that  the  article  reported  by 
the  committee  is  not  susceptible  of  misconstruction,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  not  mar  the  report  by  adopting  the  amendment.  Our 
intention  was  only  to  permit  public  officers  to  bring  their  ser- 
vants here. 

Mr.  AMES  :-— Two  words  will  cure  all  this  difficulty.  The 
insertion  of  the  words  "  for  personal  service  only." 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^We  have  no  intention  of  reviving  the 
dave- trade  in  the  District.    I  have  no  more  to  say. 

Mr.  DODGE : — I  hope  this  section  will  not  be  left  in  doubt. 
When  I  first  read  it  I  said  to  myself,  "  This  thing  will  never  do ; 
it  will  bring  the  slave-trade  back  to  the  District." 

Mr.  AMES : — ^Will  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  accept  my 
amendment  ? 

Mr,  HALL : — ^No.  I  cannot  accept  it.  I  offer  the  amend- 
ment.in  good  faith,  for  I  believe  it  necessary. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  North  Carolina :— Cannot  we  avoid 
the  verbiage  of  the  amendment  ? 

Mr.  EWING : — I  shall  vote  against  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Yermont,  so  that  I  can  vote  for  that  proposed  by 
Mr.  Ames. 
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The  vote  upon  Mr.  Hall's  amendment  being  taken  by  States^ 
reenlted  as  follows : 

Atxb.— Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  AfasBaohnfletta,  Comiectifla^ 
New  York,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Elansaft— 11. 

Noes.— Bhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylyania,  Delaware,  MaiTlaiid, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentnckj,  and  ^BBonri — ^10. 

And  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Messrs.  Hofpin  and  Bbowne,  of  Khode  Island,  dissented  firam 
the  vote  of  that  State. 

Mr.  McCURD  Y : — ^I  move  to  amend  the  original  article  of 
the  committee's  report  by  the  addition  of  this  proviso.  My 
object  is  to  prevent  the  sale  of  slaves  in  the  waters  of  New  To* 
or  any  other  port : 

^^  Provided^  That  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  so  constraed  aa  to  in- 
vent any  States  in  which  involuntary  servitude  is  prohibited,  from  reftnb- 
ing  by  law  the  transfer  of  sach  persons,  or  of  any  right  or  interest  in  tlidr 
services,  from  one  individoal  to  another,  within  the  limits  of  sach  State." 

Mr.  OUTHEIE :— I  insist  there  is  not  the  slightest  neoeoi^ 
for  this  amendment.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  stop  interposing 
these  useless  propositions ;  they  confound  the  sense  of  the  artick^ 
and  we  are  guarding  against  questions  which  by  no  'poeabSSSy 
can  arise. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  MoCdsdt, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Atbs. — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  OmiiftcttwS 
New  York,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Kansas — ^11. 

NoES.~Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware^  Marjkaflf 
Virginia,  North  Oarolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri — ^10. 

And  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Logan  and  Palmer,  of  Illinois,  dissented  from  ihe 
vote  of  that  State. 

Mr.  HOWAED : — ^I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ooih 
necticut  if  he  ever  knew  or  heard  of  a  case  where  a  slave  was 
sold  in  a  free  State  ? 

Mr.  McCUEDT :— I  do  not  intend  to  argue  that  questioiL; 
but  as  I  am  appealed  to,  although  the  proviso  is  adopted^  I  will 
state  the  grounds  on  which  it  rests. 

Mr.  CLAY: — I  wish  to  know  whether  the  object  of  the 
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amendment  is  to  prevent  the  making  of  contracts  connected  with 
the  purchase  or  sale  of  slaves  in  the  free  States  ? 

Iffr.  McCURDY : — Mj  object  is  apparent  from  the  amend- 
ment. It  explains  itself.  I  wish  to  prohibit  any  transactions 
oonceming  the  pnrchase  or  sale  of  slaves,  either  within  the  free 
States  or  the  navigable  waters  connected  therewith,  or  nnder 
free  State  jurisdiction.  If  there  were  no  such  prohibition,  a 
cargo  of  slaves  might  be  brought  from  the  coast  of  Africa  into 
the  port  of  New  York,  and  transferred  there  to  parties  residing  in 
the  slave  States.  The  free  States  have  a  right  to  direct  what 
shall,  and  what  shall  not  be  a  subject  of  commerce  within  their 
limitB.  I  presume  it  is  not  intended  that  the  Constitution  shall 
prohibit  the  exercise  of  this  right.  I  desire  not  to  leave  this 
open  to  construction,  but  to  make  the  section  declare  that  no 
soch  intention  exists.     ' 

Mr.  GUTHRIE: — ^I  am  now  satisfied  that  we  shall  get 
nothing  here  that  is  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  south  side 
of  the  river.  We  are  continually  waylaid  by  suspicions,  which 
are  unjust,  unfounded,  and  ought  not  to  exist.  If  this  class  of 
amendments  is  to  be  adopted,  I  cannot  go  on,  with  respect  to 
myself  or  the  Convention.  I  feel  now,  since  this  amendment  is 
adopted,  that  my  mission  here  is  ended. 

Mr.  REED  : — I  move  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  third  article 
reported  by  the  committee  these  words :  "  Persons  of  the  African 
race  shall  not  be  deemed  citizens,  or  permitted  to  exercise  the 
right  of  suffrage,  in  the  election  of  federal  oflScers." 

Mr.  GUTHRIE: — This  is  worse  than  ever,  and  it  comes 
from  the  South  too. 

Mr.  REID :— I  will  withdraw  it  then. 

Mr.  "WICBXIFFE : — I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Conference  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  previous  question.  We 
may  as  well  come  to  the  point  now  as  ever.  There  is  no  use  of 
discussing  this  question  any  longer.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  report 

Objections  and  cries  of  "No,  no,"  were  made  by  several 
members. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  :— I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

lb.  TURNER : — ^I  think  it  would  be  very  unreasonable  for 
any  gentleman  to  expect  that  we  were  to  get  through  with  the 
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questions  presented  by  this  report  without  the  exercise  of  mutual 
forbearance.  The  adoption  of  an  amendment  implies  no  disre- 
spect to  the  committee.  No  member  of  the  committee  should 
take  it  in  that  sense.  I  will  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  last  amendment  was  adopted.  I  do  not  think  we 
had  better  take  the  vote  now,  but  pass  the  subject  for  the 
present. 

The  PEESLDEPTT :— It  can  be  passed  by  conmion  consent 

The  vote  was  reconsidered  without  a  division,  and  the  imme- 
diate consideration  of  the  question  passed. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK :— I  now  renew  the  offer  of  my  substitute 
for  the  third  section  of  the  article  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  FIELD  : — ^I  thought  when  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  upon  Mr.  MoCuedy's  amendment  was  agreed  to,  it  was  un- 
derstood that  the  consideration  of  the  whole  section  was  to  be 
passed  for  the  present.  My  vote  upon  that  amendment  was 
given  deliberately,  and  I  have  no  idea  that  this  Convention  is  to 
break  up  because  a  vote  is  passed  in  it  which  is  distasteful  to  any 
man.  State,  or  delegation. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK : — ^I  think  I  must  insist  upon  the  consid- 
eration of  my  substitute. 

Mr.  BEOWNE : — ^I  move  to  lay  the  substitute  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  on  the  table.  If  that  motion  is  carried, 
I  do  not  understand  that  the  effect  of  it  is  to  lay  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH : — I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I  think  the 
question  now  should  be  on  Mr.  MoCubdy's  amendment.  I  ask 
for  information.  I  do  not  quite  see  how  that  amendment  can  be 
informally  passed  over  without  at  the  same  time  passing  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  whole  article. 

The  PEESIDENT :— It  was  passed  by  universal  consent 

Mr.  CHASE; — ^As  I  understand  it,  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  made  the  motion  that  the  vote  be  reconsidered,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  amendment  passed  for  the  present,  and  this 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Conference  unanimously. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bbowne  to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hiich- 
cooK  on  the  table,  was  agreed  to  without  a  division.  # 
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Mr.  BALDWIN : — I  :novo  to  striko  out  these  words  in  the 
third  section :  "  Nor  shall  Congress  have  power  to  authorize  any 
higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  bound  to  labor  than  on  land." 
I  have  already  stated  that  I  think  this  language  singularly  in- 
sppiDpriate  to  a  provision  of  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution 
abeady  prohibits  such  distinctions  in  the  laying  of  taxes,  and, 
iheirefore,  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  this  clause. 
Bnt  I  have  another  and  more  important  objection  to  it ;  it  con- 
tains and  proposes  to  place  in  the  Constitution  the  distinct  recog- 
nition of  tiie  right  of  property  in  slaves.  This  recognition  was 
carefully  avoided  in  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  North  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  opposed 
to  asy  such  recognition.  Place  it  there,  and  your  article  will 
never  be  adopted  in  any  of  the  free  States. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  :— The  first  statutes  passed  by  Congress 
on  this  subject  recognized  the  right  to  tax  slaves.  This  implied 
the  right  to  hold  slaves.  This  recognition  of  the  right  of  taxation 
was  made  in  express  terms.  The  gentleman  has  forgotten  the 
hiBtoiy  of  the  legislation  on  this  subject.  The  object  of  the  com- 
mittee is  to  prevent  any  possibility  that  those  who  come  after  us 
should  make  any  distinction  between  these  classes  of  property  in 
levying  taxes.  We  do  not  seek  a  recognition  of  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves  in  this ;  that  right  is  already  recognized  to  our 
aatiafiu^on  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  TUCK : — I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
and  I  think  he  is  right.  If  we  adopt  the  article  at  all  we  ought 
to  retain  this  language. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  States  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Baldwin,  with  the  following  result : 

Ates. — ^Maine,  Massaohnsetts,  and  Oonnecticut — 8. 

KoiB. — ^New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  New  York,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinoifl, 
lowtL,  Kansas,  Bhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsjlvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri — 18. 

Mr.  Pbati  dissented  froin  the  vote  of  Connecticut. 

Messrs.  Noyes  and  Smtih  also  dissented  from  the  vote  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  FOWLEK:— I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "without 
the  consent  of  Maryland,"  inmiediately  following  the  words  "  ser- 
vice in  the  District  of  Columbia." 
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I  can  see  no  necessity  for  requiring  the  consent  of  Maiyland 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District.  There  is  no  more 
reason  for  it  than  for  requiring  the  consent  of  Maine,  or  anj 
other  State.  By  the  cession  of  Uie  District  to  the  United  Btttei 
Maryland  has  parted  with  all  power  over  it,  and  the  exdnaYD 
power  of  legislation  is  given  to  Congress.  The  District  has  be* 
come  the  common  property  of  the  Union  as  much  as  any  of  the 
Territories,  and  ought  to  be  controlled  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  ORISFIELD : — ^I  hope  this  amendment  will  not  prevail 
The  District  is  almost  surrounded  by  the  Territoiy  of  Maryland 
The  abolition  of  slavery  in  it  would  be  very  destructive  to  our 
interests  and  property.  To  convert  the  District  into  free  tent 
tory  would  offer  a  diiect  invitation  to  our  slaves  to  abscond  and 
go  into  the  District.  Even  if  the  rendition  clause  of  the  Ckmati- 
tution  was  faithftdly  observed  and  carried  out,  it  would  involtB 
us  in  much  expense  and  difficulty.  If  we  are  required  to  main- 
tain faith  with  the  Government,  the  Government  must  keep  fiitfa 
with  us. 

Mr.  FOWLER : — ^I  did  not  suppose  my  motion  would  meet 
with  such  serious  objections.    If  they  exist  I  will  withdraw  it 

Mr.  BATES : — ^I  have  an  amendment  to  propose,  which  I 
think  will  improve  the  language  of  the  section,  and  make  it  mora 
consonant  with  that  used  in  the  Constitution.  I  move  to  amend 
the  third  section  by  striking  out  the  word  "  bound  "  wherever 
it  occurs  therein,  and  inserting  in  its  place  the  word  ''held;? 
also  to  insert  after  the  words  "to  labor"  wherever  they  occur, 
the  words  "  or  service." 

The  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Bates  were  adopted  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  GAEEUTHEES :— I  propose  to  amend  the  section  leit 
stands  after  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  of  Mr.  Bates,  Ifj 
inserting  between  the  words  "or"  and  "service"  where  ihfly 
occur  in  that  connection,  the  word  "  involuntary." 

Mr.  EWING : — I  had  rather  leave  out  the  word  "invbhm- 
tary ; "  it  would  look  better.  As  the  section  now  stands^  boA 
voluntary  and  involuntary  service  are  included. 

Mr.  GAEEUTHEES :— By  the  msertion  of  the  words  «Be^ 
vice  "  in  Mr.  Bates'  amendment,  one  portion  of  my  purpose  i 
accomplished.    I  will  withdraw  my  motion. 
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Mr.  GROESBECK : — I  would  ask  if  it  is  now  in  order  to 
move  a  substitute  for  the  whole  section.  I  have  one  which  meets 
mj  wishes,  and  which,  I  think,  will  meet  the  views  of,  and  be 
acceptable  to,  the  Conference. 

Mr.  CKISFIELD :— I  do  not  think  it  is  in  order  to  offer  a 
snbBtitate  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  GBOESBECK:— Then  I  will  call  it  a  motion  to  strike 
ont  and  insert,  which,  certainly,  is  in  order.  I,  therefore,  move 
to  strike  ont  the  whole  of  the  third  section  and  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ssonoir  8.  Oongress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  or  control  within  anj 
State  the  relations  established  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  respecting 
persons  held  to  service  or  labor  therein. 

Sionoar  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  legislate  respecting  the  rela- 
tion of  service  or  labor  in  places  nnder  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  but  within 
States  where  that  relation  is  established  or  recognized,  and  while  it  continues, 
without  the  consent  of  such  States ;  nor  abolish  or  impair  such  relation  in 
the  IHstrict  of  Columbia,  without  the  consent  of  such  States ;  nor  abolish 
or  impair  such  relation  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  without  the  consent  of 
Maryland,  and  compensation  to  persons  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Qmcmos  6.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  from 
any  State  or  Territory  of  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  therein,  to  any 
oCiier  State  or  Territory  in  which  persons  are  so  held ;  and  the  right  during 
lamoval  of  touching  at  ports,  shores,  and  landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of 
distreas,  shall  exist,  but  not  the  right  of  transit  in  or  through  any  State  or 
Tanitory  without  its  consent  No  higher  rate  of  taxation  shall  be  imposed 
on  persons  so  held  than  on  land. 

Three  objects  are  songht  to  be  obtained  by  the  third  section 
■B  proposed  by  the  committee :  one  is,  the  declaration  that  Gon- 
greea  has  no  power  over  slavery  in  the  States ;  the  second,  that 
Congress  shall  not  legislate  respecting  slavery  in  territory  nnder 
its  jnzisdiction,  bnt  within  the  limits  of  States,  withont  the  con- 
tent of  such  States,  nor  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  withont 
the  consent  of  Maryland  ;  the  third  concerns  the  subject  of  the 
vnnoyal  of  slaves  from  place  to  place.  It  is  desirable  that  these 
three  subjects  should  be  so  presented  that  one  or  more  of  them 
may  be  adopted,  and  the  others  rejected ;  a  purpose  that  cannot 
be  accomplished  if  they  are  all  embraced  in  tlie  same  section. 
My  substitute  is  plain  and  simple,  and  I  think  covers  the  whole 
ground. 

Mr.  BOMAN : — ^Has  not  the  gentleman  entirely  left  out  the 
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provision  relative  to  bringing  sLaves  into  the  District  of  Odlmih 
bia? 

Mr.  GEOESSECE :— I  have,  because  I  believe  it  entinfy 
nnnecessarj.  Cannot  the  South  take  a  proposition  that  is  fiort 
A  slave  within  the  District  cannot  be  taken  from  the  owiur 
under  any  authority  of  Congress,  unless  the  owner  receives  M 
compensation.  Compensation  would  in  all  cases  be  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  slave  in  the  District,  or  elsewhere.  Under  the  God- 
stitution,  slavery  cannot  be  abolished  without  compensatioOi  ex- 
cept by  the  consent  of  all  parties  interested  in  the  subject  It 
is  not  pretended  that  Congress  has  a  right  to  abolish  slavery  anj- 
where  without  making  compensation  to  the  owner. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — The  owner  should  always  have  compensi- 
tion,  it  is  true  ;  but  his  right  in  this  respect  is  based  upon  the 
right  of  property  in  slaves.  It  is  not  true  that  compensation  is 
in  all  cases  an  equivalent  for  the  slave.  An  owner  should  be 
free  to  determine  for  himself  the  question  whether  he  will  pirt 
with  his  property  upon  receiving  suitablfe  compensation.  Under 
the  gentleman's  proposition  this  right  would  be  ezerdsed  Ij 
Congress  and  not  by  the  owner.  Sut  there  is  a  farther,  aodstin 
greater  objection  to  the  proposition :  The  North  denies  the  rig^ 
of  property  in  slaves,  and  would  deny  compensation  also,  unkn 
compelled  to  make  it  under  the  Constitution.  The  NorUi  hold- 
ing slavery  to  be  unjust  and  unrighteous,  would  desire  to  abdlidi 
the  institution  without  paying  for  it. 

Mr.  GROESBECK:— I  am  willing  to  amend  Section  4  of 
the  substitute  I  oflEer,  by  denying  to  Congress  the  power  to  abot 
ish  the  relation  without  making  compensation,  and  the  seetiQD 
may  be  thus  considered. 

Mr.  DODGE: — ^I  wish  to  support  the  proposition  of  lEi: 
Gboesbece  ;  and  let  me  say  one  thing  farther :  our  words  should 
be  plain  and  simple ;  we  should  use  language  which  common 
men  can  understand,  and  which  does  not  require  to  be  constmed 
by  lawyers.  Above  all,  let  us  have  some  coniidence  in  eadi 
other. 

Mr.  B  AREINGER : — There  is  another  entire  and  important 
omission  in  Mr.  Groesbeck's  proposition :  there  is  no  provision 
whatever  for  the  Territories. 

Mr.  DEKT : — ^I  think  the  Conference  had  much  better  adhere 
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to  the  section  reported  by  the  committee  as  it  has  been  abeady 
amended.  We  have  all  read  and  studied  that  section.  We 
understand  it.  A  State  that  will  not  adopt  the  whole  of  the 
section  will  not  adopt  any  part  of  it,  and  bo  there  is  no  use  in 
Bevering  the  subjects  provided  for.  I  am  opposed  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  substitute.  We  understand  the  original  article  better 
ihtai  we  can  any  other. 

Mr.  WILMOT : — ^I  think  the  original  proposition  the  best ; 
the  word  ^  r^ulate  "  has  been  struck  out  of  it,  leaving  only  the 
words  '^  impair  or  abolish." 

Mr.  McCTTKDY : — ^I  ask  leave  to  revive  my  motion.  I  regret 
having  withdrawn  it    I  think  I  have  the  right  to  renew  it  now. 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Alexander  in  the  chair) :— The 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CEISFIELD : — ^I  understand  wo  are  now  considering 
die  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Groes- 
BBOk).  If  so,  I  move  to  insert  in  his  proposition  after  the  word 
**  abolish  "  the  words  "  or  impair." 

Mr.  QROESBECK : — ^I  think  the  amendment  improves  it. 
I  will  accept  it. 

MJr.  CHASE : — There  is,  certainly,  a  misunderstanding  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  vote  laying  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
fliiCHOOCK  upon  the  table :  it  was  offered  as  a  substitute  to  the 
third  section ;  if  it  did  not  carry  the  whole  section  to  the  table, 
then  motions  to  amend  that  section  are  in  order.  In  that  view, 
I  think  Mr.  McCurdy's  motion  is  in  order  either  way :  to  amend 
the  article  proposed  by  the  committee,  or  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Groesbece. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH : — ^I  think  Mr.  McCurdy's  motion  is  en- 
tirely out  of  order ;  it  has  once  been  passed  by  informally. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND : — ^Is  it  not  in  order  at  any  time  to 
make  a  motion  which  will  render  the  proposed  substitute  more 
per&ct? 

Mr.  McCURDY : — I  do  not  wish  my  proposition  ruled  out 
upon  any  technical  construction  of  rules.  I  will  now  move  it 
BB  an  addition  to  the  third  section. 

Mr.  FOWLER: — ^I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting 
the  motion  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Hall). 

Mr.  kikLD  : — ^I  oppose  the  motion.    The   amendment  is 
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both  proper  and  necessary.    It  can  certainly  do  no  harm  to  the 
South ;  and  if  the  South  wishes  to  be  fair,  it  ndll  not  object  to  it 

Mr.  CmTTENDEN:— I  oppose  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  adopting  Mr.  Hall's  amendment,  and  I  will  state  yerj 
shortly  the  reason  why.  If  the  doctrine  is  to  be  eataUidied 
here,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  is  too  sacred  to  be  touched 
— too  perfect  to  be  made  subject  to  amendment — ^let  us  know  it 
It  will  relieve  myself,  and  I  think  many  others,  from  fioiher 
attendance  here ;  and  I  wish  to  say  now,  that  if  we  are  to  ait 
here,  such  considerations  must  not  be  presented  in  future. 

Mr.  FOWLER:— I  will  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  FREUNGHUTSEN :— I  certainly  wish  some  one  would 
renew  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  upon  Mr.  Hall's  amend- 
ment. I  do  not  like  to  do  it  myself,  but  I  think  if  that  amend- 
ment were  reconsidered,  we  would  fix  upon  some  terms  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  all  sides. 

Mr.  AMES : — ^I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  adopting  lb. 
MgCubdy's  proposition.  I  think  it  amounts  to  nothing.  Itk 
simply  a  prohibition  in  the  Constitution  against  the  eagerdae  of 
a  right  which  no  one  wishes  to  exercise.  I  oppose  it  becanae  it 
is  unnecessary. 

Mr.  MoCURD Y : — ^I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  insist  npcn 
an  unnecessary  amendment.  If  the  third  section,  as  reported  hj 
the  committee,  is  adopted,  it  declares  that  the  right  of  tranaportar 
tion,  &c.,  shall  exist  Under  this,  if  no  amendment  is  adoptad, 
slaves  may  be  bought  and  sold  in  any  of  the  waters  of  the  ftaa 
States. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD :— What  difficulty  or  damage  does  the  gah 
tleman  propose  to  obviate  by  his  amendment  ? 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  Chair  has  abeady  decided  that  tha 
proposition  of  Mr.  McCubdy  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Chase  appealed  &om  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  upon 
the  appeal  the  decision  was  sustained. 

Mr.  FIELD : — I  understand  this  decision  cuts  oflF  both  the 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  MoOukdt  ;  that  com- 
pels us  to  vote  against  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Gboesbbck. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN:— The  amendment  offered  by  my  col- 
league, Mr.  Hall,  has  been  accepted.  It  stands  as  the  order  of 
the  Conference,  and  cannot  be  rescinded  except  by  a  vote.    I  aw- 
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tain  the  decifiion  of  the  Chair,  becaufie,  by  every  mle  of  parlia- 
mentaiy  law,  it  was  correct.  But  one  thing  farther.  It  is  now 
perfectly  in  order  to  move  Mr.  McCuedy's  proposition,  or  any 
other,  as  an  addition. 

The  PEESIDENT :— Most  clearly  so. 

Mr.  CEISFIELD : — ^I  do  not  discover  any  particular  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Gboesbeok.  If  it  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  I  should  have  preferred  it;  but  the 
South  is  willing  to  take  the  section  as  it  stands,  and  prefers 
the  original  to  any  substitute. 

Mr.  NO  YES  : — I  am  against  the  substitute,  for  it  destroys 
the  effect  of  the  amendments  offered  by  Messrs.  Hall  and  Mo- 

GUEDY. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Gboesbeok's  amendment, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Atxb. — New  HampBhire,  Rhode  Island,  Oonnectiont,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  and  Indiana — 7. 

Noes. — ^Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Oarolina,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Elinoia,  and  Kansas — 12. 

And  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GUTHEIE : — ^I  feel  that  my  mission  here  is  ended, 
and  that  I  may  as  well  withdraw  from  the  Conference.  I 
seem  to  be  unable  to  impress  gentlemen  with  the  necessity  of 
accomplishing  any  thing.  The  report  of  the  committee  is  not 
satisfactory  to  the  South ;  it  is  even  doubtful  whether  they  will 
adopt  it ;  certainly  they  will  not,  if  it  is  cut  to  pieces  by  amend- 
ments. I  may  be  compelled  to  sacrifice  my  property,  or  go 
with  the  secessionists.  At  my  time  of  life,  I  do  not  wish  to  do 
either. 

Mr.  MoCTJEDY : — I  regret  that  my  amendment  produces 
so  much  feeling,  but  I  think,  at  all  events,  we  should  prevent 
the  sale  of  slaves  in  the  free  States;  it  should  be  prevented  be- 
jrond  any  possibility.    I  renew  the  offer  of  my  amendment. 

Mr.  EWING :— If  the  laws  of  New  York  will  permit  the 
tale  of  slaves  within  the  limits  of  that  State,  then  we  should 
prohibit  the  sale  in  the  Constitution  as  proposed ;  but  so  long 
iB  that  State  has  power  to  pass  a  law  prohibiting  it,  there  is 
10  necessity  for  the  amendment.    The  owner  is  only  permitted 

24 
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to  touch  with  his  slaves,  under  certain  circiunstances,  at  the  poiti 
of  free  States. 

Mr.  HUFFIN : — It  is  impossible  that  slaves  can  be  add  h 
a  free  State  under  the  section  reported  by  the  committee.  We 
propose  to  give  the  right  of  touching  at  those  porta  as  a  privi- 
lege, but  we  give  no  right  of  sale  there.  The  laws  of  a  free  Stata 
could  not  be  evaded  in  tliis  way.  Each  State  is  supreme  withiii 
its  own  limits ;  that  supremacy  would  not  be  aided  by  ddi 
proviso. 

Mr.  TUENEE : — Suppose  a  slave  owner  is  compelled  to  stop 
at  the  port  of  Cairo,  through  stress  of  weather  or  any  odier 
cause,  and  he  dies  there,  are  his  slaves  set  free  by  his  dettht 
Does  not  the  law  of  actual  domicil  prevail  ?  I  think  they  wiD 
be  regarded  as  slaves,  and  that  under  this  provision  they  mi^ 
be  administered  upon  and  sold  as  a  part  of  his  estate. 

Mr.  POLLOCK :— I  think  we  may  obviate  all  difficulty  bj 
inserting  after  the  words  ^^  landing  in  case  of  distress^"  the  wonb 
"  but  not  for  traffic  or  sale." 

Mr.  TUCK : — I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  It  is  not  proper  or  best 
to  encumber  these  propositions  with  amendment  that  are  not 
necessary. 

Mr.  LOGAN: — Every  State  has  the  right  to  r^nlate  tranok 
within  its  own  limits  to  suit  itself.  The  proposed  amendnuDt 
gives  no  rights  except  such  as  are  expressly  named:  ^arigli^ 
during  transportation,  of  touching  at  the  ports,  and  of  landing  in 
case  of  distress."  The  right  of  the  State  to  regulate  tnuuit  is 
left  unimpaired. 

Mr.  HOWAED :— There  is  one  principle  of  law  which  wffl 
settle  this  question  at  once :  property  that  is  held  under  State 
laws  must  be  transferred  by  the  operation  of  State  laws  alonft 
Slaves  are  held  and  transferred  by  the  specific  laws  of  tli6 
States  in  which  they  are  held. 

Mr.  PALMEE : — The  right  of  sale  cannot  possibly  arifie  out 
of  the  right  to  touch  during  transportation  at  a  port,  or  the  right 
to  land  in  case  of  distress.  I  cannot  see  the  slightest  occasion  or 
necessity  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  McCurdy's  amendment 

Mr.  MgCubdy's  amendment  was  rejected  by  the  followiiig 
vote: 
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Atss. — ^Maine,  Vermont,  Massachosetts,  Connecticat,  New  York,  Indiana, 
and  Iowa— 7. 

Nobs. — ^New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri, 
Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Kansas — 14. 

Mr.  Pollock's  amendment  was  then  adopted  withont  a  division. 
Mr.  VANDEVER : — I  wish  to  propose  an  amendment  byway 
of  proviso: 

'*  Provided  nothing  herein  contained  shall  he  so  coitttrned  as  to  prevent  any 
State  from  prohibiting  the  introduction  as  merchandise  of  persons  held  to 
sendee  or  labor,  or  to  prevent  snch  State  from  prohibiting  the  transit  of  per- 
sona so  held  to  service  or  labor  through  its  limits.^'  * 

Mr.  FIELD: — ^This  does  not  cover  Mr.  McCubdy's  propo- 
sition at  all.  Is  there  any  secret  purpose  here  to  bring  into  the 
Constitntion  a  provision  which  will  permit  the  sale  of  slaves  in 
free  States  ?  If  there  is  not,  why  not  say  plainly  that  the  States 
shall  have  the  exclusive  right  to  determine  who  shall  and  who 
ahall  not  cross  its  borders,  and  what  shall  be  the  subject  of  sale 
or  traffic  within  them  ? 

Mr.  GUTHEIE :— The  States  have  all  the  powers  which  are 
not  expressly  delegated  under  the  Constitution  to  be  exercised 
by  Congress.  Congress  has  no  power,  except  such  as  are  ex- 
pressly conferred  upon  them.  The  power  to  proliibit  the  sale  of 
daves  rests  somewhere.  It  has  not  been  conferred  upon  Congress ; 
it  most  remain  in  the  State. 

Mr.  SMITH : — The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky  seems  to  me  very  inconsistent  with  his  report  in  other  re- 
spects. 

Mr.  HOWAKD :— The  Border  States  are  trying  to  get  back 
the  seceded  States.  TVe  hope  they  will  come  back.  We  expect 
the  adoption  of  this  report  to  offer  a  strong  inducement  to  them 
to  return  to  the  Union.  It  ^vill  not  offer  such  inducement  if  its 
general  effect  is  ruined  by  amendments. 

The  vote  upon  Mr.  Vandevee's  amendment  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

Atss. — ^Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Indi- 
ana, and  Iowa — 7. 

Nobs. — New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania.  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri, 
Ohio^  Illinois,  and  Kansas — 14. 
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So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY : — I  have  abeady  stated  that  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky is  prepared  to  adopt  the  Cbiitenden  amendment;  that 
amendment  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Border  States.  The  longer 
we  remain  here  the  more  I  become  satisfied  that  the  Cbiitenden 
amendment  will  meet  with  more  general  favor  than  any  other ; 
therefore  I  ask  the  consent  of  the  Conference  to  introduce  the 
CBinENDEN  amendment  as  a  substitute  fbr  the  committee's  re- 
port. 

The  consent  of  the  Conference  was  not  given  to  Mr.  Clay's 
•  proposition. 

Mr.  GEOESBECK :— I  move  to  amend  the  third  section  by 
inserting  after  the  words  "  in  case  of  distress  shall  exist,"  the 
words  "  but  not  the  right  of  transit  in  any  other  State  or  Terri- 
tory  without  its  consent." 

We  must  certainly  do  something  to  cover  this  difficulty ;  if 
we  omit  the  subject  entirely,  we  shall  leave  much  opportunity 
for  cavil  on  this  question  when  the  question  goes  to  the  people. 

Mr.  RTJFFIK: — I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by  sub- 
stituting in  place  of  the  words  "  without  its  consent,"  the  words 
**  against  its  dissent."      * 

Mr.  GEOESBECK:— I  will  accept  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Gboesbeck  was  agreed  to  by  the  foI< 
lowing  vote : 

Atss. — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachnsetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticnt,  New  York,  New  Jersej,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio — 10. 

NoKS.— Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tacky,  Mssouri,  and  Illinois — 8. 

Mr.  ALS2CANDEB,  of  Ncw  Jerscy,  dissented  from  the  vote  of 
that  State. 

Mr.  GsANOEB  moved  that  when  the  Conference  adjourn  it 
adjourn  to  half-past  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  vote  upon  Mr.  Gbanqeb's  motion  was  taken  by  States^ 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Atss.— Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachnsetts,  Conneoticat, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Ulinois,  Iowa,  and  Kan- 
sas—Id. 

Nobs. — ^Bhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Eentackyi  and 
IGssonri — 6. 

So  the  motion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chabs  the  Conference  adjourned. 
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EVENING  SESSION— SEVENTEENTH  DAY. 
TVabhinoton,  Monday,  Fdyruary  25^,  1861. 

The  Cbnference  was  called  to  order  at  half-past  seven  o'clock| 
Mr.  Alexander  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York:— I  move  that  a  committee  of 
two  be  appointed  by  the  Pbesident  to  arrange  for  the  printing 
of  the  Journal. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Siorn  was  adopted,  and  the  FsEsmENT 
appointed  as  such  committee,  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Howard,  of  Maryland. 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  being  the  third  section  of  the  article  reported 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK : — ^I  move  to  amend  the  third  section  by 
rtriking  out  the  words  "  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,"  oc- 
Cfurring  after  the  words  "  within  any  State." 

I  think  we  shall  make  the  amendment  more  satisfactory  by 
limiting  the  prohibition  to  States  alone ;  still  leaving  the  power 
in  Congress  to  be  exercised  in  conformity  with  the  other  pro- 
visions that  regulate  slavery  in  the  Territories. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — I  have  the  same  objection  to  this  as  to 
other  amendments.  It  may  not  be  important,  but  I  do  not  want 
to  commence  by  adopting  amendments  at  alL 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mir.  HrrcHoocK,  and  was  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote : 

Ates. — ^Maine,  Now  Jlampshirc,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticnt| 
Kew  York,  Pennsylyania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Kansas — 10. 

Noxs. — Rhode  Island^  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
OarofinB,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri — 9. 

Mr.  SUMMEES : — ^I  now  desire  to  call  np  for  consideration 
the  amendment  proposed  by  myself  on  the  evening  of  the  23d 
instant.  The  state  of  the  case  is  this :  Mr.  Joni? son,  of  Mary- 
land, moved  an  amendment  to  my  proposition,  which  was  accept- 
ed ;  my  amendment  was  then  rejected  by  a  vote  of  the  Confer- 
ence, and  on  the  25th  the  Conference  reconsidered  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  was  rejected.  I  will  not  now  repeat  what 
I  said,  when  the  amendment  was  offered,  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 
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I  would  only  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  remarks  I 
then  made,  and  say  in  addition,  that  I  earnestly  hope  the  C!on- 
fereneo  will  now  adopt  the  amendment.  It  will  make  the  propo- 
sition much  more  acceptable  to  the  South,  and,  certainly,  not 
more  objectionable  to  the  North.  The  amendment  is  offered  to 
the.Becond  section,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  No  territorj  shall  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  except  bj  disoovery, 
and  for  nayal  and  commercial  stations,  depots  and  transit  routes,  without  fho 
oononrrence  of  a  miy'oritj  of  all  the  Senators  fi-om  States  which  allow  inrol- 
nntorj  seryitudoi  and  a  majority  of  aU  the  Senators  from  States  which  pro- 
hihit  that  relation ;  nor  shall  territory  be  acquired  b j  treaty,  nnleas  the  TOtM 
of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from  each  class  of  States  hereinbefore  mes- 
tioned,  be  cast  as  a  part  of  the  two-thirds  migoritj  necessary  to  the  rataficatkn 
of  such  treaty." 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Summebs  was  adopted  by  the  follow* 
ing  vote: 

Ates. — 'New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylyania,  Deli- 
ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Eentnoky,  lOaeooii, 
and  Ohio— 12. 

Noxs. — ^Maine,  Massachnsetts,  Oonnecticat,  Indiana,  Slinois,  and  Ksdmi 
—6. 

The  PEESIDENT :— No  ftirther  amendment  being  offered 
to  the  second  and  third  sections,  the  Conference  will  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  report^  or  any 
amendments  proposed  to  that  section. 

None  being  proposed,  the  Conference  proceeded  to  the  fifUi 
section. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^I  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  860- 
tion.  It  has  been  heretofore  stated,  on  behalf  of  the  North, 
when  this  section  was  under  consideration,  that  its  adoption  wtf 
not  desirable,  inasmuch  as  existing  laws,  properly  enforced, 
amount  to  a  sufficient  prohibition  of  the  slave-trade.  If  the 
North  does  not  desire  it,  the  South  does  not  I  hope  the  Con- 
ference will  consent  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE :— I  thmk  it  very  important  to  retain  this 
section ;  it  can,  certainly,  do  no  harm.  We  all  agree,  North  and 
South,  that  the  foreign  slave-trade  should  not  be  revived. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Seddon  was  rejected  by  the 
following  vote : 

Atbs. — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentncky,  and  Missomi— 4, 

Koss. — ^Maino,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachnsetts,  Rhode  lalandi 
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Coimecticiit,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dclawflre,  Maryland^ 
Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  lowii,  and  Kansas — 17. 

Mr.  J31iADF0IiD : — I  move  to  amend  the  fifth  Bcction  by 
inserting  after  the  words  "  slave-trade,"  the  words  "  by  citizena 
of  ihe  United  States." 

In  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  it  seems  to  me 
improper  that  we  should  attempt  to  bind  any  but  our  own  citi- 
zens. The  adoption  of  the  section  in  this  form  would  seem  to 
imply  that  we  undertook  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade  in  other 
.countries  and  among  citizens  of  other  countries.  I  desire  to  see 
it  prohibited,  but  wish  to  have  the  constitutional  provision  ex- 
presBed  in  appropriate  terms. 

Mr.  CKOWNINSHIELD :— I  object  to  this  amendment 
It  would  nullify  the  operation  of  the  section  entirely.  There 
are  in  the  United  States  thousands  of  persons  who  are  not  citi* 
zens,  but  who,  under  such  a  provision  of  the  Constitution,  would 
xevive  the  slave-trade  and  infuse  into  it  a  vigor  which  it  never 
before  possessed.  It  would  be  better  to  have  no  section  at  all 
than  to  permit  such  an  amendment  as  this.  The  amendment 
can  bear  but  one  construction.  It  is  intended  to  prohibit  the 
slave-trade  by  our  own  citizens,  and  expressly  to  permit  it  by 
ihoee  who  are  not  citizens. 

Mr.  CO  ALTER : — ^I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BRADFORD  : — I  do  not  desire  to  embarrass  the  action 
of  the  Conference,  and  I  will  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JAMES  : — I  move  to  amend  this  section  by  striking  out 
the  following  words :  "  from  places  beyond  the  limits  thereof." 

The  object  of  this  amendment  is  apparent,  and  does  not  need 
e^lanation. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  James  was  agreed  to  by  the  follow* 
ing  vote: 

Atbs. — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Ocanecticnt,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Tenneflsee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Kansas — 17. 

Nobs. — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Missouri — 3. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  North  Carolina :— I  move  that  the 
vote  just  passed  striking  out  the  words  "  from  places  beyond  the 
present  limits  thereof,"  be  rescinded. 

I  think  the  action  of  the  Convention  in  passing  this  vote  was 
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hastj,  and  not  taken  upon  due  consideration.  It  may  be  an  im- 
portant question  to  determine,  what  are  '^the  present  limits 
thereof."  Upon  one  construction  it  might  prohibit  the  bringing 
of  slaves  firom  the  States  which  have  seceded  and  left  the  TJnian; 
upon  another  construction,  which  assumes  that  these  are  still  in 
the  Union  and  does  not  recognize  their  secession,  it  would  not 
cut  off  the  trade  between  those  States  and  the  others.  I  do  not 
like  to  have  such  a  question  raised. 

Mr.  BACKUS  : — ^I  am  against  this  reconsideration.  So  fiur 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not  propose,  in  this  Conference,  to  reoq^ 
nize  the  secession  of  the  States  at  all.  I  deny  the  legal  power 
of  a  State  to  withdraw  itself  from  the  Union  without  the  conflent 
of  the  others.  And  beyond  this,  I  do  not  think  the  question  is 
raised  as  the  gentleman  asserts. 

Mr.  EUFFIN :— I  think  the  clause  is  better  as  it  is.  By 
striking  out  the  words  "  from  beyond  the  present  limits  thereof^" 
we  do  not  establish  any  territorial  limitation.  And  whether 
these  States  come  back  or  not,  no  question  of  territory  is  ndaed. 
But  if  this  reconsideration  is  carried,  and  the  seceding  States  do 
not  return  to  the  Union,  they  will  retaliate  upon  us.  In  the 
event  of  their  continued  secession  we  cannot  get  back  from  thoea 
States  those  of  our  slaves  who  are  now  temporarily  there.  We 
may  wish  to  bring  back  those  slaves,  and  some  of  our  people  may 
wish  to  carry  ours  there. 

Mr.  GRANGEE : — I  hope  this  vote  will  not  be  reconsidered. 
The  argument  of  Judge  Euffin  is  conclusive. 

Mr.  CO  ALTER : — This  is  likely  to  be  a  troublesome  ques- 
tion any  way.  Why  not  leave  it  as  we  have  to  leave  many 
others — to  the  discretion  of  Congress  ?  We  certainly  do  not  wish 
to  adopt  a  provision  which  will  cut  off  the  traffic  in  slaves  be- 
tween the  Gulf  States  and  the  others.  Nobody  is  in  favor  of 
that,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  manage  this  question.  The  ne- 
groes are  a  portion  of  the  families  of  Southern  men.  They  are 
regarded  as  such  in  all  the  transactions  of  life.  Those  families 
may  at  times  become  separated.  A  portion  of  them  may  now 
be  in  the  seceded  States,  and  a  portion  farther  North.  Again, 
it  often  happens  that  during  one  season  of  the  year  the  planter, 
with  his  family  and  slaves,  lives  upon  the  plantation  in  the  Gulf 
States ;  and  at  another  season,  removes  with  his  family  and  slaves 
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to  a  plantation  farther  North.  We  do  not  wish  to  obstmct  a  re- 
lation or  proceeding  of  this  kind.  This  is  not  a  mere  matter  of 
dollars  and  cents.  It  is  one  involving  the  happiness  of  families. 
The  blacks  themselves  are  interested  in  it.  I  think  it  better  to 
let  the  section  stand  as  it  does,  and  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to 
the  discretion  of  Congress. 

Mr.  GRANGER: — ^I'have  always  stood  np  against  all  the 
societies  and  organizations  which  have  been  established  at  the 
North  to  carry  on  crusades  against  slavery.  My  position  in  that 
respect  is  still  unchanged.  I  hold  that  the  people  of  the  free 
States  have  nothing  to  do  with  slavery ;  that  they  are  not  respon- 
sible for  it,  and  that  it  is  their  duty  to  let  it  alone.  At  the  same 
time  I  have  just  as  steadily  opposed  the  slave-trade.  I  think  it 
inhuman  and  atrocious,  and  I  am  the  last  man  that  would  consent 
to  its  restoration.  This  section  as  it  stands,  in  my  judgment,  can- 
not be  improved.  I  think  we  had  better  leave  it,  and  not  raise 
these  troublesome  questions  which  will  inevitably  be  suggested 
if  these  words  are  restored. 

Mr.  MOREIIEAD  : — This  is  a  matter  which  requires  some 
reflection,  and,  on  the  whole,  I  am  inclined,  for  the  present,  to 
withdraw  my  proposition. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — I  do  not  like  this  plan  of  legislating  in  the 
Constitution.  The  Constitution  ought  to  be  an  instrument  de- 
fining and  limiting  the  powers  of  Congress.  We  had  better 
leave  to  Congress,  or  rather,  to  assign  to  Congress  the  power  to 
exercise  this  prohibition.  I,  therefore,  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing at  tlie  commencement  of  the  section  these  words :  "  The 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  prohibit,"  and  to  strike  out  at  the 
end  of  the  section  the  words  "  are  forever  prohibited." 

Mr.  ALLEN  : — This  would  be  a  most  effectual  way  of  reviv- 
ing the  slave-trade.  It  would  remove  the  constitutional  pro- 
hibition, and  permit  Congress  to  prohibit  or  permit  it,  as  that 
body  may  choose.  Would  that  ever  hereafter  be  considered  a 
crime  which  Congress  had  power  to  permit?  No.  I  cannot 
conceive  it  possible  that  any  State  should  seriously  wish  to  see  a 
traffic  resumed  whicli  has  been  stigmatized  by  the  whole  civilized 
world  as  worse  than  piracy.  This  is  a  question  which  I  would 
not  leave  to  Congress.  We  know  how  immensely  profitable  this 
trade  is — that  fortunes  are  made  by  a  single  successful  voyage. 
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Don't  let  such  an  inducement  to  corruption  creep  into  our  Con- 
stitution. 

llr.  COALTEll : — I  ain  in  favor  of  tLis  amendment,  not  be- 
cause I  am  in  favor  of  the  slave-trade,  but  because  such  a  section 
is  out  of  place  in  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution  is  a  bOl 
of  rights,  an  instrument  wliich  defines  and  settles  the  rights  of 
citizens.  It  is  not  a  law.  I  have  no  fear  that  if  we  leave  this 
to  Congress  the  slave-trade  will  be  revived. 

Mr.  DONIPHAN : — I  cannot  agree  with  my  coUeagna  I 
am  opposed  to  the  foreign  slave-trade  in  every  form.  I  would 
not  even  make  a  treaty  with  a  nation  or  a  State  that  would  pe^ 
mit  it.  If  the  seceded  States  are  to  be  r^arded  out  of  tbe 
Union,  I  would  not  treat  with  them  ;  I  would  not  invest  Con- 
gress with  such  a  dangerous  power.  Nothing  will  suit  me  bnt 
an  unqualified  prohibition  of  this  trade  in  the  Constitution  itaeU 

Mr.  HOUSTON :— The  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  ex- 
pressed the  views  of  Delaware.     His  argument  is  conduaiva 

Mr.  HOWARD  :— The  intervention  of  Congress  will  bene- 
cessary  whether  this  amendment  passes  or  not  The  section  as 
adopted  makes  no  provision  for  the  punishment  of  any  one  wbo 
violates  it.  If  a  vessel  should  be  seized  while  engaged  in  the 
trade,  this  section  does  not  provide  for  her  forfeiture  or  oondcah 
nation,  or  the  punishment  of  her  o£Scers  or  ovmers.  The  sectiaa 
would  be  inoperative  without  the  action  of  Congress.  Why  not 
let  Congress  have  all  the  power  ? 

Mr.  DODGE  : — Congress  will  declare  the  punishment 

Mr.  SEDDON :— If  you  cut  off  the  slave  with  the  seceded 
States,  they  will  do  the  same  with  you.  I  think  the  Border 
States  should  at  all  events  adopt  the  amendment. 

The  Conference  refused  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Seddon  by  the  following  vote : 

Ayes. — Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  IQsBOiiri— 5. 

Noes. — Maine,  New  Ilampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  lUinois,  Iowa,  and  Kansas — 16. 

Messrs.  Johnson  and  Doniphan,  of  Missouri,  dissented  from 
the  vote  of  that  State. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  :— I  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  this 
section,  and  insert  a  new  one  of  the  following  tenor :  "  The  foreign 
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Blave-trade  is  hereby  forever  prohibited ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  Conin'ess  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  Uniu?J  States  aii.l  their  Territories,  I'roni  places  beyond  the 
limits  thereof." 

Mr.  WICKUFFE : — ^I  like  the  amendment  proposed  better 
than  the  original,  but  I  wish  to  suggest  an  amendment  to  it 
myself. 

We  are  aware  that  certain  conntries  which  are  much  exercised 
over  the  criminality  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade,  have  recently 
adopted  a  system,  the  horrors  of  which  are  not  surpassed  by  those 
of  the  middle  passage.  I  refer  to  the  importation  of  coolies  and 
other  persons  from  China  and  the  East.  In  my  judgment,  this 
is  the  slave-trade  in  one  of  its  worst  forms.  I  tldnk  if  we  pre- 
vent the  importation  of  slaves  at  all,  the  provision  ought  to  be 
made  to  cover  such  a  case.  I  therefore  move  to  amend  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Mokehead,  by  inserting  after  the  words 
"importation  of  slaves,"  the  words  "or  coolies,  or  persons  held 
to  service  or  labor." 

Mr.  MOREHEAD : — I  accept  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wick- 
UFFE,  and  should  have  inserted  it  myself  had  it  occurred  to  me* 
My  proposition  as  it  now  stands,  covers  both  the  points  here 
made ;  it  declares  the  entire  prohibition  of  the  slave-trade,  and 
it  makes  it  also  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  eflfectuaUy  to 
prevent  it. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Mobehead  was  agreed  to  by 
the  following  vote : 

Ayes. —  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois — 11. 

Noes. — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Kansas — 8. 

Mr.  Hoppm,  of  Rhode  Island,  Messrs.  Obth  and  Ellis,  of 
Indiana,  and  Mr.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey,  dissented  from  the 
votes  of  their  respective  States. 

Mr.  CROWNINSHIELD :— I  move  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section.  I  had  rather  have  no  section  at  all,  and  no  provision 
npon  the  subject,  than  such  a  one  as  we  have  now  adopted.  The 
requisition  upon  Congress  making  it  their  duty  to  enact  laws, 
win  be  considered  as  a  necessary  one;  the  consequence  which 
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mnst  result  is,  that  until  Congress  legislates,  there  is  no  law 
against  the  importation  of  slaves. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cbowninshield  was  rejected  by  the  fixt 
lowing  vote : 

Ates. — ^Massachusetts,  Virginia,  and  Tennessee — 8. 

Nobs. — ^Maine,  New  Ilampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  laland,  ConnectieD^ 
Now  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  North  CaroBni, 
Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  and  Kansas — ^18. 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  Conference  will  now  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  sixth  section. 

jN^o  amendment  being  offered  thereto,  the  Conference  jno- 
ceeded  to  tlie  seventh  section. 

Mr.  TURNER :— I  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  ihe 
seventh  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

^*  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to  the  dtizens  of  each  Slito 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States." 

The  seventh  section,  as  it  now  stands,  will  encounter  mon 
serious  objection  at  the  North  than  all  the  remaining  portion  rf 
the  article  It  is  objectionable  for  many  reasons :  it  looks  to  the 
actual  exercise  of  violence  and  intimidation  by  mobs  and  unlaw- 
ful assemblies  at  the  North.  Although  such  may  have  occamd 
in  one  or  two  sections  only,  generally  the  provisions  of  the  fiigi- 
tive  slave  law  have  been  observed  and  carried  out  The  whole 
subject  is  very  distasteful  to  the  North.  I  think  if  we  keep  it 
out  of  the  article,  and  in  its  place  secure  that  respect  for  die 
privileges  of  citizens  in  the  various  States,  to  whidi,  indeed,  un- 
der tlie  Constitution,  they  are  entitled,  we  shall  do  much  better. 

Mr.  LOGAN : — There  are  various  reasons  peculiar  to  some 
of  the  free  States  why  this  provision  should  not  be  adopted.  The 
laws  of  several  of  the  Western  States  do  not  recognize  negroes 
as  citizens.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  my 
colleague,  by  inserting  the  words  "  free  white  "  before  the  woid 
"  citizens." 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Logan  was  adopted  by  the 
following  vote : 

Ayes. — New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois — 10. 

Noes.— Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Islaiid^ 
Oonnectieut,  New  York,  and  Iowa — 8. 
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Mr.  Obth,  of  Indiana,  dissented  from  the  vote  of  his  State. 

Mr.  TURNEK : — ^I  suppose  the  purpose  of  my  colleague  has 
been  attained.  If  there  is  a  delegation  willing  to  make  such  a 
distinction  in  the  Constitution,  they  will,  of  course,  support  the 
amendment  as  it  is  now  amended. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
with  the  following  result : 

Ates. — None. 

Noes. — ^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Yermont,  MassaohuBetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsjlvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Yirginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Eentncky,  Missonri,  Ohio,  and  In- 
diana— 18. 

Mr.  WILMOT  : — If  the  seventh  section  is  adopted,  I  think 
the  Korth  should  have  some  compensation  therefor.  I  think 
citizens  of  the  North  have  as  much  occasion  for  complaint  on 
account  of  the  action  of  mobs  and  riotous  assemblies  in  the  slave 
States,  as  the  slave  States  have  of  the  occurrence  of  those  mobs 
and  assemblies  in  the  North.  I  therefore  move  the  following  as 
an  addition  to  the  seventh  section : 

"  And  Congress  shall  inrther  provide  by  law,  that  the  United  States  shall 
make  fall  compensation  to  a  citizen  of  any  State,  who,  in  any  other  State, 
■haU  suffer  by  reason  of  violence  or  intimidation  from  mobs  and  riotous  as- 
semblies, in  his  person  or  property,  or  in  the  deprivation,  by  violence,  of  his 
rights  secured  by  this  Constitution." 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — I  am  opposed  to  this  amendment  upon 
the  general  principles  I  have  so  often  stated.  I  oppose  it  for 
another  reason.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  an  amendment  which 
encourages  mobs  and  riots  at  the  North,  and  I  will  not  consent 
to  one  which,  like  this,  encourages  seditious  speeches  at  the 
South. 

Mr.  WILMOT : — Such  is  not  the  effect  of  my  amendment. 
It  does  not  protect  a  man  in  making  seditious  speeches  in  the 
dave  States.  It  only  secures  to  the  citizen  his  rights  without 
regard  to  the  State  to  which  he  belongs.  We  have  a  provision 
of  the  Constitution  on  that  subject  now,  but  it  is  not  effective. 

Mr.  CO  ALTER : — I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  There 
is  great  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — I  think  gentlemen  entirely  misconstrue  the 
intent  and  purpose  of  the  present  provision  of  the  Constitution 
on  that  subject.    It  grows  out  of  and  rests  upon  that  provision 
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which  requires  the  return  of  ftigitive  slaves.  It  imposes  an  ob- 
ligation upon  Congress  to  secure  to  the  owner,  when  he  pursues 
his  slave  into  a  free  State,  the  right  which  he  enjoys  as  a  citizen 
of  his  own  State.  In  all  other  respects  it  is  unnecessary.  If  a 
man  is  injured  in  his  person  or  his  property,  he  has  his  redress  in 
the  State  courts ;  or  if  he  is  a  foreigner  or  a  citizen  of  another 
State,  he  may  go  into  the  Federal  courts  and  get  his  redress 
there.  In  this  respect  the  citizens  of  both  sections  are  amply 
protected. 

Mr.  STEPHENS : — ^I  earnestly  hope  this  amendment  may  be 
rejected  We  have  come  here  to  arrange  old  diflSculties,  not  to 
make  new  ones.  Adopt  this,  and  you  lay  the  foundation  stone 
of  disunion.  It  is  an  encouragement  to  seditious  speeches  and 
purposes.  The  clause  is  well  enough  as  it  is.  We  do  not  wish 
to  encourage  men  to  come  among  us  and  excite  discontent  among 
our  slaves.  We  will  not  permit  them  to  do  it.  Our  safety 
requires  that  we  should  not.  '  Our  own  citizens  do  not  connive 
at  the  escape  of  slaves.  None  do  it  who  have  any  business  in 
our  States.  We  are  here  for  peace.  When  half  a  dozen  States 
are  out,  whose  return  we  wish  to  secure,  shall  we  put  such  a 
clause  as  this  into  the  Constitution  ?  Do  it,  and  a  half  dozen 
others  will  follow.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  report  of  the 
majority,  if  adopted,  will  satisfy  my  State.  It  certainly  will  not 
if  it  is  mangled  and  frittered  away.  I  have  not  occupied  time 
in  making  speeches  here.  I  say  to  you  gentlemen,  beware  I  If 
I  thought  the  spirit  of  the  North  was  truly  represented  in  this 
Conference,  I  would  go  home  and  advise  my  State  to  secede ;  and 
if  she  did  not,  I  would  abandon  her  forever. 

Mr.  RUFFIN : — ^I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment  because  I 
think  it  unnecessary,  and  because  it  opens  a  new  and  very  seri- 
ous controversy.  The  rights  of  Northern  men  are  fully  pro- 
tected now.  There  is  not  a  court  in  the  South  in  which  a 
Northern  citizen  cannot  find  a  lawyer  to  advocate  his  cause.  If 
he  is  poor,  he  may  even  sue  m  forma  pav^peris^  and  incur  no 
liability  even  for  costs. 

Mr.  WILMOT : — I  am  claiming  no  more  than  I  have  a  right 
to  claim  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  That  court, 
in  the  case  of  Prigg  vs.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  decided  that 
the  Constitution  imposes  the  duty  upon  Congress  of  carrying  this 
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EVENING  SESSION— SEVENTEENTH  DAT. 
WAflHiNQToisr,  Monday,  February  2Sthy  1861. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  half-past  seven  o'clock, 
Mr.  Alexander  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York : — ^I  move  that  a  committee  of 
two  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  arrange  for  the  printing 
of  the  Journal. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Sioth  was  adopted,  and  the  PsEsmENT 
appointed  as  such  committee,  Mr.  Smtth,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Howard,  of  Maryland. 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  being  the  third  section  of  the  article  reported 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK : — ^I  move  to  amend  the  third  section  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,"  oc- 
curring after  the  words  "  within  any  State." 

I  think  we  shall  make  the  amendment  more  satisfactory  by 
limiting  the  prohibition  to  States  alone ;  still  leaving  the  power 
in  Congress  to  be  exercised  in  conformity  with  the  other  pro- 
visions that  regulate  slavery  in  the  Territories. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — I  have  the  same  objection  to  this  as  to 
other  amendments.  It  may  not  be  important,  but  I  do  not  want 
to  commence  by  adopting  amendments  at  alL 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  HrrcHOOCK,  and  was  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote : 

Ayes. — ^Maine,  New  Ilampshire,  Yermont,  Massachnsetts,  Connectionti 
Kew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Kansas — 10. 

Noes. — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Missonri — 9. 

Mr.  SUMMERS : — I  now  desire  to  call  np  for  consideration 
the  amendment  proposed  by  myself  on  the  evening  of  the  23d 
instant  The  state  of  the  case  is  this :  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Mary- 
land, moved  an  amendment  to  my  proposition,  which  was  accept- 
ed ;  my  amendment  was  then  rejected  by  a  vote  of  the  Confer- 
ence, and  on  the  25th  the  Conference  reconsidered  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  was  rejected*  I  will  not  now  repeat  what 
I  said,  when  the  amendment  was  offered,  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 
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'*  CongreBs  shall  provide  by  law  for  secnring  to  the  citizens  of  each  State 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States/' 

Mr.  GUTHKIE : — ^I  repeat  my  objection  to  all  these  amend- 
ments. K  our  work  here  is  to  have  any  efficacy,  we  must  adhere 
to  the  report    Why  bring  in  another  bone  of  contention  ? 

Mr.  ORTH : — ^Will  you  not  extend  the  same  protection  to 
j6ee  citizens  which  you  do  to  slaveholders  ? 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fbelinghutsen, 
with  the  following  result : 

Atsb. — Gonneoticat,  Delaware,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massaoha- 
aetts,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
▼ania,  Bhode  Island,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 16. 

Noes. — Eentacky,  Missouri,  Nortli  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Yirginia — i. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BoMAN  dissented  from  the  vote  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  AMES : — ^I  move  an  amendment  which  will  make  the 
section  more  explicit.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "  force," 
and  to  insert  instead  thereof  the  words  "  violence  or  intimida- 
tion." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 

Mr.  ORTH: — ^I  move  to  amend  the  seventh  section  by  adding 
at  the  close  thereof  the  following  words : 

*' And  snch  fugitives,  after  such  payment,  shall  then  be  discharged  from 
looh  service.^' 

I  am  opposed  to  this  whole  business  of  making  compensation 
for  ftigitive  slaves ;  but  if  this  section  is  to  be  adopted,  and  the 
Government  pays  the  owner  the  whole  value  of  the  fugitive, 
upon  eveiy  principle  of  equity  and  justice  the  ftigitive  should 
be  discharged,  and  the  master  should  have  no  right  to  reduce 
him  again  to  slavery.  You  make  the  measure  of  the  owner's 
damages  in  such  a  case  the  value  of  the  slave.  Do  you  intend, 
after  he  has  secured  that,  he  shall  still  have  the  right  of  capture — 
that  after  the  damages  have  been  fully  paid,  he  may  still  call  on 
the  courts  of  law  for  the  slave's  surrender?  This  would  be  a 
double  compensation  indeed.  I  shall  insist  upon  this  amend- 
ment, and  ask  a  vote  by  States. 

Mr.  ROMAN : — ^I  have  not  hitherto  addressed  the  Confer- 
ence, but  I  should  do  myself  injustice  if  I  remained  silent  any 
longer.  I  came  here  in  good  faith,  encouraged  with  the  hope 
25 
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that  this  Conference  would  do  something  which  would  indicate 
a  purpose  to  protect  and  acknowledge  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding  States.  I  have  patiently  attended  your  sittings,  and 
little  by  little  that  hope  has  faded,  until  to-night  it  has  ahnost 
passed  away.  What  good  can  come  of  these  deliberations,  when 
upon  every  question  which  is  presented  the  lines  of  sectionalism 
are  tightly  drawn,  and  with  one  or  two  exceptions  every  northern 
State  is  arrayed  against  us  ?  Suppose  these  proposals  of  amend- 
ment as  reported  by  the  committee  are  adopted,  there  is  evi- 
dently a  purpose  manifested  here  by  a  large  delegation  fix)m  the 
free  States,  to  prevent  their  adoption  by  the  people.  I  know  the 
opposition  which  in  any  event  will  be  arrayed  against  them.  It 
is  an  opposition  which  nothing  but  unanimity  among  the  moder- 
ate conservative  men  of  the  country  can  overcome.  Believe  it 
or  not,  gentlemen,  I  assure  you  we  are  in  earnest,  in  our  deter- 
mination to  have  our  rights  under  the  Constitution  defined  and 
guaj-anteed.  Our  safety,  as  well  as  our  self-respect,  requires  this. 
I  have  not  been  satisfied  with  the  majority  report,  but  if  I  had 
been  disposed  to  accept  it — ^if  the  South  would  accept  it  now, 
you  will  not  concede  even  that.  You  insist  upon  weakening  its 
provisions  by  amendments,  and  by  amendments  which  are  in- 
sulting to  us. 

It  is  now  seriously  proposed  under  the  Constitution,  by  an 
express  provision,  to  deprive  us  of  our  property  in  slaves  against 
our  consent,  and  to  emancipate  them  by  making  compensation. 
What  other  effect  can  be  given  to  such  an  amendment?  One  of 
our  slaves  escapes  into  a  free  State.  He  is  arrested  by  the  mar- 
shal and  discharged  by  a  mob.  Does  this  act  discharge  him 
from  his  service  ?  Does  this  lawless  violence  make  him  free ! 
And  if  the  town  or  city  where  the  mob  occurs  is  made  to  pay  a 
slight  penalty,  does  this  also  divest  the  owner  of  his  right?  T\nB 
is  nothing  but  an  inducement  to  mobs  and  riots.  Paae  this  pro- 
vision, and  no  fugitive  slave  will  ever  again  be  returned  from  a 
free  State.  There  will  always  be  abolitionists  enough  to  pay  for 
a  slave,  and  this  payment  will  set  the  slave  free,  and  will  conBti* 
tute  the  only  penalty  for  this  violence.  For  one,  I  would  prefer 
to  have  no  provision  at  all  on  the  subject  than  to  have  one  en- 
cumbered with  such  an  amendment. 

I  have  but  little  more  to  say.    K  the  peace  of  this  country 
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IB  to  be  hereafter  established  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  the  Union 
is  to  be  preserved,  you,  gentlemen  of  the  North,  mnst  recognize 
our  rights,  and  cease  to  interfere  with  them.  You  have  nothing 
to  do  with  this  question  of  slavery.  It  is  an  institution  of  our 
own.  If  it  is  a  crime,  we  are  responsible  for  it,  and  will  bear 
the  responsibility.  We  have  never  interfered  with  your  institu- 
tions.   You  must  now  let  us  alone. 

Mr.  OETH : — The  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
may  be  answered  in  a  word.  It  is  for  the  owner  to  elect  whether 
or  not  to  accept  compensation  and  set  his  slave  free.  If  he  still 
chooses  to  pursue  him,  he  need  not  accept  compensation  ;  but  if 
he  does  not,  and  receives  payment  for  him,  the  slave  should  go 
free.  As  to  mobs  and  riots,  we  punish  men  at  the  North  who 
engage  in  them. 

Mr.  CKISFIELD  : — I  entirely  agree  with  my  colleague  in 
this  respect  We  could  not  accept  the  section  if  such  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted.  The  report  of  the  committee  is  the  very 
least  that  will  satisfy  our  people.  Do  not  destroy  it  by  such 
amendments  as  these. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Ojbth,  with  the  following  result : 

Ayes. — ^niinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylyania,  and  Kansas — 10. 

Noes.— Connecticut,  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jer- 
sey, North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  and  Virginia — ^11. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CLAY: — I  move  to  amend  the  report  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion to  be  numbered  Section  8,  as  follows : 

"  The  second  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution shall  he  so  construed  that  no  State  shall  have  the  power  to  consider 
and  determine  what  is  treason,  felony,  or  crime,  in  another  State ;  hut  that 
a  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  crime,  who  shall  flee 
from  justice  and  he  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive 
authority  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  he  delivered  up,  to  he  removed  to 
the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime." 

I  do  not  think  discussion  necessary  upon  such  an  amendment 
as  this.  It  is  well  known  to  the  Conference  that  great  difficul- 
ties have  been  found  to  exist  in  carrying  into  effect  this  provision 
of  the  Constitution.  So  far  as  the  slave  States  are  concerned,  it 
is  a  perfect  nullity.    Unless  it  is  amended  it  may  as  well  be 
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EIGHTEENTH    DAY. 
Washingtok,  Tuesday,  Felrruary  26thy  1861. 

The  Conference,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  was  called  to  order 
at  eleven  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Eev,  Dr.  Gublet. 

The  Pbesident  informed  the  Conference  that  in  consequence 
of  the  length  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday,  the  Secretary  had 
not  been  able  to  write  it  out,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  omit  the  reading  thereof  this  morning. 

Mr.  McCURD Y : — There  was  a  vote  taken  in  the  confti* 
fiion  near  the  close  of  the  session  last  evening,  in  which  Con- 
necticut, according  to  the  minutes  of  the  Secretary,  appears  to 
have  voted  in  the  negative.  It  was  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Obth,  declaring  that  the  slave  should  be  free  whenever  his 
master  had  accepted  payment  for  him.  On  that  amendment  the 
vote  of  Connecticut  was  Yea.  As  the  vote  is  recorded  Nay  by 
mistake,  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  BRONSON : — The  motion  to  reconsider  is  not  necessa- 
ry. Connecticut  can  record  her  vote  as  she  wishes  to  have  it 
ttand.     It  will  not  change  the  result 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  think  the  motion  is  in  order,  if  made 
)y  Connecticut 

Mr.  BATTELL : — I  will  move  to  reconsider,  I  voted  with 
he  majority. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  North  Carolina:— No  individual  dele- 
ate  can  make  such  a  motion.     States  vote  here,  not  individuals, 
submit  that  the  motion  is  out  of  order,  unless  made  by  a 
lajority  of  the  delegation. 
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Mr.  BALDWIN : — The  question  is  not  complicated  at  all; 
neither  is  the  motion  out  of  order.  A  majority  of  the  delegation 
from  Connecticut  cast  the  vote  of  that  State  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Obth's  amendment.  By  mistake  that  vote  was  recorded  against 
the  amendment.  The  same  majority  whose  vote  is  made  to  do 
them  injustice  by  a  mistake  for  which  its  members  are  not  respon- 
sible, now  moves  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  McCubdy's  motion, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ayes. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  MassaohnsettSy  New 
York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Vermont  and  Kansas — 11. 

Noes. — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Pennsylyania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 10. 

And  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  PEESIDENT :— The  question  now  recurs  upon  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Obth.  On  this  amendment  the  vote 
will  be  taken  by  States. 

Mr.  WHITE : — I  consider  this  amendment  as  entirely  unneces- 
sary. The  result  which  it  seeks  to  attain  is  only  the  announce- 
ment of  a  well-understood  provision  of  the  common  law.  By  the 
common  law,  if  an  action  is  brought  for  a  trespass,  and  judg- 
nient  recovered  for  that  trespass,  and  the  damages  under  that 
judgment  paid,  the  property  which  is  the  subject  of  the  action, 
and  which  may  have  originally  been  wrongfully  taken,  becomes 
transferred ;  the  damages  take  the  place  of  the  property,  the  de- 
fendant has  paid  for  his  wrongful  act,  or,  in  other  words,  has 
paid  for  the  property.  The  same  principle  applies  to  the  case 
of  the  fugitive  slave  who  is  rescued  from  the  custody  of  the  law, 
when  his  owner  has  consented  to  accept  payment  for  hinu  The 
legal  right  of  the  owner  in  the  slave  is  satisfied  by  sudi  pay- 
ment ;  the  money  takes  the  place  of  the  slave.  But  if  this  were 
not  so,  we  ought  not  to  encumber  the  Constitution  with  such  pro- 
visions. Congress  will  undoubtedly  make  the  proi)er  provision 
both  for  the  protection  of  the  slave  fflid  his  master.  Congress 
will  not  permit  payment  to  be  made  for  a  slave,  and  then  suffer 
him  to  go  back  to  bondage.  This  would  be  both  unlawful  and 
unjust.    I  can  see  no  necessity  for  adopting  the  amendment 

Mr.  ORTH: — I  understand  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  between  members  of  the  Conference  as  to  the  efifect  of 
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die  pbraseologj  of  my  amendment.    I  will  change  that  phraaeol 
ogy,  and  make  the  amendment  read  as  follows : 

^  And  sach  fagitiye,  after  the  master  has  been  paid  therefor,  shall  be  dis- 
eharged  from  sach  service." 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  Kentucky :— I  am  opposed  to  this 
amendment  upon  every  ground.  I  would  rather  see  some  direct 
scheme  of  emancipation  adopted  and  inserted  in  the  Constitution. 
Adopt  this  amendment,  and  the  result  is  inevitable.  It  would 
amount  to  emancipation  upon  the  largest  possible  scale.  Our 
slaves  would  escape,  you  would  rescue  and  pay  for  them,  and 
that  would  be  the  end  of  them.  Wliy  not  leave  it  to  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  necessary  laws  upon  this  subject  ?  Tlie  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment  would  destroy  all  hope  that  our  labors 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  South.  I  say  again,  we  had  better 
establish  emancipation  at  once. 

Mr.  DENT : — If  this  amendment  is  to  be  adopted,  I  hope  we 
shall  at  the  same  time  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  we  rejected 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  JSTorth  Carolina,  requiring 
the  payment  by  the  county,  city,  or  town  wherein  the  slave  is 
rescued  from  the  custody  of  the  law.  This  provision  would 
make  the  General  Government  pay  for  the  crimes  of  a  few  citi- 
zens in  one  section.  In  that  case  the  General  Govermnent 
ought  to  own  the  negro.  It  has  paid  for  him,  and  the  prop 
erty  in  him  ought  to  be  transferred. 

Mr.  "WILMOT : — There  is  nothing  in  this.  We  do  not  wish 
to  have  the  Government  own  the  negro.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
iave  individuals  own  slaves.  We  do  not  propose  to  turn  the 
3ovemment  into  an  extensive  slave  owner. 

But  let  me  ask  the  gentleman  seriously,  who  is  to  own  the 
1^0,  in  such  a  case,  after  he  has  been  paid  for  ?  Certainly  not 
he  former  owner,  because  his  right  is  gone.  This  amendment 
nly  states  a  conclusion  of  law ;  the  right  of  the  owner  being 
one,  the  n^ro  is  free. 

Mr.  CHASE  : — I  think  a  single  word  will  settle  this.  By  the 
institution  as  it  now  stands,  the  escaped  fugitive  is  not  dis- 
larged  from  service  or  labor.  The  original  section,  as  proposed, 
qmie&  that  the  slave  should  be  paid  for,  when  he  is  rescued. 
3w,  he  might  be  rescued  three  or  four  times.  Shall  he  be  paid 
•  as  often  ?    Do  gentlemen  claim  that  his  owner  shall  receive 
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compensation  more  than  once  ?  I  cannot  see  why  gentlemen  in* 
terested  in  slavery  should  object  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  EIVES: — ^I  think  if  gentlemen  would  look  at  this 
proposition  seriously,  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
among  us.  Such  a  proposition  would  foist  into  the  Constitation 
a  most  injurious,  pernicious,  and  troublesome  doctrine.  By  the 
most  ultra  abolitionists  of  the  free  States  the  power  of  emanci- 
pating our  slaves  has  been  disclaimed.  From  the  organization 
of  the  Government,  no  such  right  has  been  claimed  by  any  re- 
spectable party  or  body  of  men.  The  question  arose  in  the  first 
Congress,  I  think,  upon  the  petition  of  the  Quakers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  was  decided  almost  unanimously  against  the  power, 
even  when  exercised  by  Congress.  But  there  is  no  need  of  mul- 
tiplying or  citing  precedents.  From  that  time  to  this,  no  politi- 
cal party  has  claimed  the  power  of  emancipation.  Such  is  the 
tmiversal  doctrine  now. 

The  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  is 
now  claimed  by  some.  I  think  that  is  the  doctrine  of  Mr. 
Chase.  But  upon  what  argument  is  it  foxmded  ?  Simply  this: 
That  the  States,  by  the  act  of  cession,  have  surrendered  this 
power  to  Congress.  This  is  the  only  argument  I  have  ever 
heard  in  favor  of  the  right,  even  in  the  District. 

But  this  amendment  proposes  a  most  comprehensive  sdbenie 
of  emancipation.  It  accomplishes  emancipation  in  every  one  of 
the  slave  States.  It  amounts  to  forcible  emandpation  upon  the 
principle  of  compensation. 

The  point  has  been  well  stated  by  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me.  Place  this  in  the  Constitution,  and  there  is  an  end 
of  returning  ftigitives.  The  very  courts  wiU  act  upon  it.  They 
will  say  that  if  any  one  will  come  forward  and  i>ay  the  valne  of 
a  slave  when  arrested,  all  the  requirements  of  the  Constitotion 
are  satisfied,  and  he  shall  go  free. 

What  is  the  object  of  our  Conference?  Why  are  we  here! 
We  are  here  to  bury  out  of  sight  all  the  causes  of  our  dilBEerence 
and  trouble.  And  yet  you  propose  to  insert  a  new  principle  into 
our  fundamental  law,  which,  however  you  may  look  upon  it^  will 
be  regarded  at  the  South  as  totally  inconsistent  vrith  our  inde- 
pendence.   Our  people  will  not  consent  to  it 

There  is  another  view  which  I  would  suggest    This  is  emi* 
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nently  a  matter  of  legiBlative  r^ulatioiu  If  the  slave  is  paid 
for,  Congress  will  at  once  recognize  the  impropriety  and  injustice 
of  permitting  the  owner  to  receive  payment  for,  and  also  receive 
his  slave.  Congress  may  say  with  great  propriety  that  the  owner 
shall  give  a  bond  to  return  the  money  upon  the  restoration  of 
his  slave.  I  hope  no  principle  will  be  implanted  in  the  Consti- 
tution which  will  be  more  troublesome — ^more  productive  of 
difficulties  than  any  which  has  heretofore  been  made  the  subject 
of  discussion. 

Mr.  EWiNG : — ^If  we  do  any  thing  of  this  kind,  perhaps  we 
had  better  say  that  if  the  owner  accepts  compensation  for  his 
slave,  he  shall  execute  a  deed  of  manimiission.  This  will  make 
it  a  matter  of  consent  on  the  part  of  the  owner.  Put  the  amend- 
ment in  that  form  and  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  CO  ALTER: — ^This  amendment  'w^ould  ojflfer  a  inost 
powerful  inducement  to  our  slaves  to  run  away.  It  would  be 
dangerous  in  the  extreme.  Wlien  a  fugitive  has  been  paid  for, 
and  thus  emancipated,  he  can  come  back  and  settle  by  the  side 
of  his  master.  What  effect  would  that  have  upon  the  rest  of  his 
slaves?  Would  they  not  attempt  the  same  thing?  It  may  be 
said  that  the  States  can  pass  laws  which  will  prevent  their  return. 
But  this  power  will  not  be  exercised.  I  know  many  free  negroes 
in  the  slave  States  who  are  respectable  persons,  who  own  prop- 
erty, and  have  their  social  and  domestic  ties.  These  examples 
are  bad.  A  fugitive  who  has  been  set  free  is  not  a  safe  man  to 
return  and  settle  as  a  free  negro  among  those  who  were  his  co- 
slaves. 

Mr.  BROCKENBEOUGH :— By  this  amendment  you  are 
inaugurating  a  system  of  covert  emancipation  to  which  the  South 
can  never  submit.  We  protest  against  its  adoption.  The  argu- 
ment upon  which  you  seek  to  sustain  it  is  a  false  one.  How  can 
the  owner  receive  the  full  value  of  his  rescued  slave  when  he 
himself,  as  a  citizen  aiid  tax-payer,  pays  a  part  of  the  price  ? 

Mr.  MOREIIEAD,  of  North  Carolina :— I  move  to  amend 
this  amendment  by  adding  thereto  these  words : 

"  And  the  negro  when  thus  emancipfttcd  shall  not  be  permitted  to  leave 
the  State  in  which  the  emancipation  takes  place." 

We  know  from  past  experience  what  the  abolitionists  of  the 
free  States  would  do  under  such  a  provision  as  this  in  the  Con- 
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provision  is  intended  to  prevent.  We  ought  to  make  the  guilty 
party  pay  the  penalty. 

Mr.  HACEXEMAN: — If  such  a  proposition  were  to  come 
firom  a  free  State,  the  mover  would  be  charged  with  attempting 
to  destroy  all  hope  that  the  committee's  report  could  be  adopted 
by  the  people.  However,  if  the  friends  of  the  report  are  willing 
to  adopt  it,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to  object.  It  places  the 
Government  in  a  position  where  it  is  bound  under  the  Constitu- 
tion to  prosecute  a  municipal  corporation  for  the  acts  of  its 
individual  members.  It  is  certainly  novel,  and  introduces  a  new 
system  into  the  jurisprudence  of  the  country.  Is  the  mover 
serious  in  his  proposition  i 

Mr.  B  AEEINGEE :— I  am  certainly  serious.  I  would  like 
to  hear  some  substantial  argument  against  my  motion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Babbik- 
GEB,  resulted  as  follows : 

Ayes. — ^Vlr^ia,  North  Carolina,  and  Kansas — 8. 

Noes. — ^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachnsetts,  Bhode  Island, 
Oonnecticnt,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Haiyland, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa — 17. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DENT : — I  wish  to  enter  my  dissent  from  the  vote  of 
Maryland.  I  consider  the  amendment  as  eminently  just  and 
proper. 

Mr.  CLAY : — I  dissent  from  the  vote  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  FKELDSTGHUTSEN :— I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
intend  to  oiSer  at  some  time,  and  I  may  as  well  propose  it  now. 
The  people  of  the  free  States  have  complained,  and  not  without 
good  reason,  that  one  clause  in  the  Constitution  is  not  carried 
into  effect  in  some  of  the  slaveholding  States.  Their  complaints 
are  similar  to  those  made  on  the  part  of  the  South,  whidti  it  is 
the  purpose  of  the  seventh  section  to  remove.  If  there  have 
been  instances  at  the  North  where  mobs  and  riotous  assembliee 
Iiave  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  case  of 
ftigitive  slaves,  so  there  have  been  instances  at  the  South  where 
mobs  and  riots  have  disregarded  the  rights  of  citizens  of  North- 
em  States.  I  propose  to  deal  fairly  by  all  sections.  Let  us 
remove  both  causes  of  complaint.  I  move  to  amend  the  seventh 
section  by  adding  thereto  tiie  following  words : 
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''  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to  the  citizens  of  each  State 
the  privileges  and  inmmnities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

Mr.  GUTHKIE : — I  repeat  my  objection  to  all  these  amend- 
ments. If  our  work  here  is  to  have  any  efficacy,  we  must  adhere 
to  the  report    Why  bring  in  another  bone  of  contention  ? 

Mr.  ORTH : — ^Will  you  not  extend  the  same  protection  to 
tree  citizens  which  you  do  to  slaveholders  2 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fbelinghutsen, 
with  the  following  result : 

Atbs. — Oonnecticat,  Delaware,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massaoha- 
ietts,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Bhode  Island,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 16. 

Noes. — Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — i. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  EoMAN  dissented  from  the  vote  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  AMES : — ^I  move  an  amendment  which  wiU  make  the 
section  more  explicit.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "  force," 
and  to  insert  instead  thereof  the  words  "  violence  or  intimida- 
tion." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 

Mr.  ORTH: — ^I  move  to  amend  the  seventh  section  by  adding 
at  the  close  thereof  the  following  words : 

*' And  such  fugitives,  after  such  payment,  shall  then  be  discharged  from 
SQch  service.^' 

I  am  opposed  to  this  whole  business  of  making  compensation 
for  fiigitive  slaves ;  but  if  this  section  is  to  be  adopted,  and  the 
Gtovemment  pays  the  owner  the  whole  value  of  the  fugitive, 
apon  eveiy  principle  of  equity  and  justice  the  fugitive  sliould 
36  discharged,  and  the  master  should  have  no  right  to  reduce 
lim  again  to  slavery.  You  make  the  measure  of  the  owner's 
lamages  in  such  a  case  the  value  of  the  slave.  Do  you  intend, 
iter  he  has  secured  that,  he  shall  still  have  the  right  of  capture — 
hat  after  the  damages  have  been  fully  paid,  he  may  still  call  on 
he  courts  of  law  for  the  slave's  surrender?    This  would  be  a 

oable  compensation  indeed.     I  shall  insist  upon  this  amend- 

lent,  and  ask  a  vote  by  States. 
Mr.  ROMAN : — ^I  have  not  hitherto  addressed  the  Confer- 

ace,  but  I  should  do  myself  injustice  if  I  remained  silent  any 

inger.    I  came  here  in  good  faith,  encouraged  with  the  hope 
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that  this  Conference  would  do  something  which  would  indicate 
a  purpose  to  protect  and  acknowledge  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding  States.  I  have  patiently  attended  your  sittings,  and 
little  by  little  that  hope  has  faded,  until  to-night  it  has  almost 
passed  away.  What  good  can  come  of  these  deliberations,  when 
upon  every  question  which  is  presented  the  lines  of  sectionalism 
are  tightly  drawn,  and  with  one  or  two  exceptions  every  northern 
State  is  arrayed  against  us  ?  Suppose  these  proposals  of  amend- 
ment as  reported  by  the  committee  are  adopted,  there  is  evi- 
dently a  purpose  manifested  here  by  a  large  delegation  from  the 
free  Statos,  to  prevent  their  adoption  by  the  people.  I  know  the 
opposition  which  in  any  event  will  be  array^  against  them.  It 
is  an  opposition  which  nothing  but  unanimity  among  the  moder- 
ate conservative  men  of  the  country  can  overcome.  Believe  it 
or  not,  gentlemen,  I  assure  you  we  are  in  earnest,  in  our  deter- 
mination to  have  our  rights  under  the  Constitution  defined  and 
guajranteed.  Our  safety,  as  well  as  our  self-respect,  requires  this. 
I  have  not  been  satisfied  with  the  majority  report,  but  if  I  had 
been  disposed  to  accept  it — ^if  the  South  would  accept  it  now, 
you  will  not  concede  even  that.  You  insist  upon  weakening  its 
provisions  by  amendments,  and  by  amendments  which  are  in- 
sulting to  us. 

It  is  now  seriously  proposed  under  the  Constitution,  by  an 
express  provision,  to  deprive  us  of  our  property  in  slaves  against 
our  consent,  and  to  emancipate  them  by  making  compensation* 
What  other  effect  can  be  given  to  such  an  amendment?  One  of 
our  slaves  escapes  into  a  free  State.  He  is  arrested  by  the  mar- 
shal and  discharged  by  a  mob.  Does  this  act  disdiarge  him 
fix>m  his  service  ?  Does  this  lawless  violence  make  him  free  f 
And  if  the  town  or  city  where  the  mob  occurs  is  made  to  pay  a 
slight  penalty,  does  this  also  divest  the  owner  of  his  right!  Tliia 
is  nothing  but  an  inducement  to  mobs  and  riots.  Pase  this  pro- 
vision, and  no  fugitive  slave  will  ever  again  be  returned  from  a 
fi-ee  State.  There  will  always  be  abolitionists  enough  to  pay  for 
a  slave,  and  this  payment  will  set  the  slave  free,  and  will  consti- 
tute the  only  penalty  for  this  violence.  For  one,  I  would  prefer 
to  have  no  provision  at  all  on  the  subject  than  to  have  one  en- 
cumbered with  such  an  amendment. 

I  have  but  little  more  to  say.    If  the  peace  of  this  oountiy 
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is  to  be  hereafter  established  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  the  Union 
is  to  be  preserved,  yon,  gentlemen  of  the  North,  mnst  recognize 
onr  rightsj  and  cease  to  interfere  with  them.  Yon  have  nothing 
to  do  with  this  question  of  slavery.  It  is  an  institution  of  onr 
own.  If  it  is  a  crime,  we  are  responsible  for  it,  and  will  bear 
the  responsibility.  "We  have  never  interfered  with  yonr  institu- 
tions.   You  must  now  let  us  alone. 

Mr.  OETH : — The  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
may  be  answered  in  a  word.  It  is  for  the  owner  to  elect  whether 
or  not  to  accept  compensation  and  set  his  slave  free.  If  he  still 
chooses  to  pursue  him,  he  need  not  accept  compensation ;  but  if 
he  does  not,  and  receives  payment  for  him,  the  slave  should  go 
free.  As  to  mobs  and  riots,  we  punish  men  at  the  North  who 
engage  in  them. 

Mr.  CEISFIELD  : — ^I  entirely  agree  with  my  colleague  in 
this  respect  We  could  not  accept  the  section  if  such  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted.  The  report  of  the  committee  is  the  very 
least  that  will  satisfy  our  people.  Do  not  destroy  it  by  such 
amendments  as  these. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Oeth,  with  the  following  result : 

Ayes. — Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Kansas — 10. 

Noes. — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jer- 
sey, North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  and  Virginia — ^11. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CLAY: — I  move  to  amend  the  i*eport  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion to  be  numbered  Section  8,  as  follows : 

"  The  second  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution shall  be  so  construed  that  no  State  shall  have  the  power  to  consider 
and  determine  what  is  treason,  felony,  or  crime,  in  another  State ;  but  that 
a  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  crime,  who  shall  flee 
from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive 
anihority  of  tiie  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to 
the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime." 

I  do  not  think  discussion  necessary  upon  such  an  amendment 
US  this.  It  is  well  known  to  the  Conference  that  great  difficul- 
ties have  been  found  to  exist  in  carrying  into  ejGFect  this  provision 
>f  the  Constitution.  So  far  as  the  slave  States  are  concerned,  it 
B  a  perfect  nullity.    Unless  it  is  amended  it  may  as  well  be 
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Btricken  from  the  inBtxament.  I  believe  the  tenor  of  the  deci- 
sions at  the  North  has  been  to  permit  the  executive  upon  whom 
the  requisition  is  made,  to  determine  whether  the  oiSence  charged 
is  a  crime  under  the  law  of  the  State  to  which  the  person  charged 
has  fled.  If  it  is  a  crime,  the  ftigitive  is  delivered  up.  If  not  a 
crime  in  that  sense,  lie  is  discharged.  The  decisions  of  the  courts 
have  been  to  the  same  effect;  whenever  the  fugitive  has  been 
brought  upon  hcibeas  oorpiM,  the  decision  has  been  the  same.  It 
is  obvious  that  under  this  construction  of  the  Constitution  no 
fugitive  will  be  hereafter  returned  for  an  offence  in  which  the 
question  of  slavery  is  involved.  This  is  only  one  of  the  many 
evasions  of  the  Constitution  which  have  been  practised  in  the 
free  States.    I  deem  the  amendment  very  important. 

Mr.  BRONSON: — The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  en- 
tirely mistaken  in  his  statement  of  the  decisions  of  the  northern 
courts  or  northern  governors.  The  decisions  are  uniform  so  far 
as  I  know,  that  where  the  offence  charged  is  either  a  crime  at 
common  law,  or  under  the  statutes  of  the  State  from  which  the 
fugitive  has  fled,  he  has  been  delivered  up. 

Mr.  CLAY : — ^Did  not  the  Executive  of  New  York  refuse 
to  deliver  up  a  fugitive  on  the  demand  of  the  Gbvemor  of  Vir- 
ginia} 

Mr.  BRONSON : — ^In  that  case  I  think  there  was  no  evidenoe 
that  the  offence  charged  was  a  crime  under  the  statutes  of  Yir- 
ginia,  and  it  certainly  was  not  at  common  law. 

The  vote  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Clay's  amendment,  and  result- 
ed as  follows : 

Ayes. — ^Kentaokj,  Missonri,  North  Oarolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 5. 

NoKB. — Oonnectiont,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massaehn- 
settfl,  Maryland,  New  Jersej,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio^  Penn^hra- 
nia,  Bhode  Island,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 16. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  on  motion,  at  two  o'clock  a.  m.^  the  Conference  ad- 
journed. 
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EIGHTEENTH    DAY. 
Washingtok,  TuKSDiLY,  February  26th,  1861. 

The  Conference,  pnrsuant  to  adjonmment,  was  called  to  order 
Kt  eleven  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Eev,  Dr.  Gublet. 

The  Pbesident  informed  the  Conference  that  in  consequence 
if  the  length  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday,  the  Secretary  had 
lot  been  able  to  write  it  out,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary 
O  omit  the  reading  thereof  this  morning. 

Mr.  McCTJRD Y : — There  was  a  vote  taken  in  the  confib 
ion  near  the  close  of  the  session  last  evening,  in  which  Con- 
leeticut,  according  to  the  minutes  of  the  Secretary,  appears  to 
taye  voted  in  the  negative.  It  was  upon  the  amendment  of 
Cr.  Obth,  declaring  that  the  slave  should  be  free  whenever  his 
naster  had  accepted  payment  for  him.  On  that  amendment  the 
0te  of  Connecticut  was  Yea.  As  the  vote  is  recorded  Nay  by 
listake,  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment 
ras  rejected. 

Mr.  BRONSON : — The  motion  to  reconsider  is  not  necessa- 
f .  Connecticut  can  record  her  vote  as  she  wishes  to  have  it 
tend.     It  will  not  change  the  result 

The  PRESIDENT  :— I  think  the  motion  is  in  order,  if  made 
Y  Connecticut 

Mr.  BATTELL : — I  will  move  to  reconsider,  I  voted  with 
\e  majority. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  North  Carolina:— No  individual  dele- 
tte  can  make  such  a  motion.  States  vote  here,  not  individuals, 
submit  that  the  motion  is  out  of  order,  imless  made  by  a 
ijority  of  the  delegation. 
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Mr.  BALDWIN : — The  question  is  not  complicated  at  all; 
neither  is  the  motion  out  of  order.  A  majority  of  the  delegation 
from  Connecticut  cast  the  vote  of  that  State  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Oeth's  amendment.  By  mistake  that  vote  was  recorded  against 
the  amendment.  The  same  majority  whose  vote  is  made  to  do 
them  injustice  by  a  mistake  for  which  its  members  are  not  respon- 
sible, now  moves  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  McCuedy's  motion, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ayes. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  MassaohnsettB^  New 
York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Vermont  and  Kansas — 11. 

Noes. — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Pennsylyania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 10. 

And  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  PEESEDENT :— The  question  now  recurs  upon  the 
amendment  offered  bj  Mr.  Obth.  On  this  amendment  the  vote 
will  be  taken  by  States. 

Mr.  WHITE : — I  consider  this  amendment  as  entirely  unneoea- 
sary.  The  result  which  it  seeks  to  attain  is  only  the  announce- 
ment of  a  well-understood  provision  of  the  common  law.  By  the 
common  law,  if  an  action  is  brought  for  a  trespass^  and  judg- 
ment recovered  for  that  trespass,  and  the  damages  under  that 
judgment  paid,  the  property  which  is  the  subject  of  the  action, 
and  which  may  have  originally  been  wrongfully  taken,  becomes 
transferred ;  the  damages  take  the  place  of  the  property,  tlie  de- 
fendant has  paid  for  his  wrongful  act,  or,  in  other  words,  haa 
paid  for  the  property.  The  same  principle  applies  to  the  case 
of  the  fugitive  slave  who  is  rescued  from  tie  custody  of  the  law, 
when  his  owner  has  consented  to  accept  payment  for  him.  The 
legal  right  of  the  owner  in  the  slave  is  satisfied  by  such  pay- 
ment ;  the  money  takes  the  place  of  the  slave.  But  if  this  were 
not  so,  we  ought  not  to  encumber  the  Constitution  with  such  pro- 
visions. Congress  will  imdoubtedly  make  the  proper  provision 
both  for  the  protection  of  the  slave  and  his  master.  Congress 
will  not  permit  payment  to  be  made  for  a  slave,  and  then  suffer 
him  to  go  back  to  bondage.  This  would  be  both  unlawful  and 
unjust.    I  can  see  no  necessity  for  adopting  the  amendment 

Mr.  ORTH: — I  understand  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  between  members  of  the  Conference  as  to  the  effect  of 
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die  phraseology  of  my  amendment.    I  will  change  that  phraseol 
ogy,  and  make  the  amendment  read  as  follows : 

^  And  sach  fugitiye,  after  the  master  has  been  paid  therefor,  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  sach  service." 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  Kentucky :— I  am  opposed  to  this 
amendment  upon  every  ground.  I  would  rather  see  some  direct 
scheme  of  emancipation  adopted  and  inserted  in  the  Constitution. 
Adopt  this  amendment,  and  the  result  is  inevitable.  It  would 
amount  to  emancipation  upon  the  largest  possible  scale.  Our 
bIavcs  would  escape,  you  would  rescue  and  pay  for  them,  and 
that  would  be  the  end  of  them.  Why  not  leave  it  to  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  necessary  laws  upon  this  subject  ?  The  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment  would  destroy  all  hope  that  our  labors 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  South.  I  say  again,  we  had  better 
establish  emancipation  at  once. 

Mr.  DENT  : — If  this  amendment  is  to  be  adopted,  I  hope  we 
shall  at  the  same  time  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  we  rejected 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  requiring 
the  payment  by  the  county,  city,  or  town  wherein  the  slave  is 
rescued  from  the  custody  of  the  law.  This  provision  would 
make  the  Gleneral  Government  pay  for  the  crimes  of  a  few  citi- 
zens in  one  section.  In  that  case  the  General  Government 
ought  to  own  the  negro.  It  has  paid  for  him,  and  the  prop 
erty  in  him  ought  to  be  transferred. 

Mr.  "WILMOT : — There  is  nothing  in  this.  We  do  not  wish 
to  have  the  Government  own  the  negro.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
have  individuals  own  slaves.  We  do  not  propose  to  turn  the 
Government  into  an  extensive  slave  owner. 

But  let  me  ask  the  gentleman  seriously,  who  is  to  own  the 
n^o,  in  such  a  case,  after  he  has  been  paid  for  ?  Certainly  not 
the  former  owner,  because  his  right  is  gone.  This  amendment 
only  states  a  conclusion  of  law ;  the  right  of  the  owner  being 
gone,  the  negro  is  free. 

Mr.  CHASE  :— I  think  a  single  word  will  settle  this.  By  the 
Constitution  as  it  now  stands,  the  escaped  fugitive  is  not  dis- 
charged from  service  or  labor.  The  original  section,  as  proposed, 
requires  that  the  slave  should  *  be  paid  for,  when  he  is  rescued. 
Now,  he  might  be  rescued  three  or  four  times.  Shall  he  be  paid 
fiw  as  often  ?    Do  gentlemen  claim  that  his  owner  shall  receive 
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compensation  more  than  once  ?  I  cannot  see  why  gentlemen  in< 
terested  in  slavery  should  object  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  KIVES: — ^I  think  if  gentlemen  would  look  at  this 
proposition  seriously,  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
among  us.  Such  a  proposition  would  foist  into  the  Constitution 
a  most  injurious,  pernicious,  and  troublesome  doctrine.  By  the 
most  ultra  abolitionists  of  the  free  States  the  power  of  emanci- 
pating our  slaves  has  been  disclaimed.  From  the  organization 
of  the  Government,  no  such  right  has  been  claimed  by  any  re- 
spectable party  or  body  of  men.  The  question  arose  in  the  first 
Congress,  I  think,  upon  the  petition  of  the  Quakers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  was  decided  almost  unanimously  against  the  power, 
even  when  exercised  by  Congress.  But  there  is  no  need  of  mul- 
tiplying or  citing  precedents.  From  that  time  to  this,  no  politi- 
cal party  has  claimed  the  power  of  emancipation.  Such  is  the 
tmiversal  doctrine  now. 

The  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Ccdumbia  is 
now  claimed  by  some.  I  thin]^  that  is  the  doctrine  of  Mr. 
Chase.  But  upon  what  argument  is  it  founded  ?  Simply  this : 
That  the  States,  by  the  act  of  cession,  have  surrendered  this 
power  to  Congress.  This  is  the  only  argument  I  have  ever 
heard  in  favor  of  the  right,  even  in  the  District. 

But  this  amendment  proposes  a  most  comprehensive  sdbeme 
of  emancipation.  It  accomplishes  emancipation  in  every  one  of 
the  slave  States.  It  amounts  to  forcible  emancipation  upon  the 
principle  of  compensation. 

The  point  has  been  well  stated  by  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me.  Place  this  in  the  Constitution,  and  there  is  an  end 
of  returning  ftigitives.  The  very  courts  will  act  upon  it.  They 
will  say  that  if  any  one  will  come  forward  and  pay  the  value  of 
a  slave  when  arrested,  all  the  requirements  of  the  Constitotioii 
are  satisfied,  and  he  shall  go  free. 

What  is  the  object  of  our  Conference?  Why  are  we  here! 
We  are  here  to  bury  out  of  sight  all  the  causes  of  our  dilBEerence 
and  trouble.  And  yet  you  propose  to  insert  a  new  principle  into 
our  fundamental  law,  which,  however  you  may  look  upon  it,  will 
be  regarded  at  the  South  as  totally  inconsistent  vrith  our  inde- 
pendence.   Our  people  will  not  consent  to  it 

Tliere  is  another  view  which  I  would  suggest    This  is  emi- 
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nentlj  a  matter  of  legislative  r^ulation.  If  the  slave  is  paid 
for,  Congress  will  at  once  recognize  the  impropriety  and  injustice 
of  permitting  the  owner  to  receive  payment  for,  and  also  receive 
his  slave.  Congress  may  say  with  great  propriety  that  the  owner 
shall  give  a  bond  to  return  the  money  upon  the  restoration  of 
his  slave.  I  hope  no  principle  will  be  implanted  in  the  Consti- 
tution which  will  be  more  troublesome — ^more  productive  of 
difficulties  than  any  which  has  heretofore  been  made  the  subject 
of  discussion. 

Mr.  EWING : — ^If  we  do  any  thing  of  this  kind,  perhaps  we 
had  better  say  that  if  the  owner  accepts  compensation  for  his 
slave,  he  shall  execute  a  deed  of  manimiission.  This  will  make 
it  a  matter  of  consent  on  the  part  of  the  owner.  Put  the  amend- 
ment in  that  form  and  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  CO  ALTER: — This  amendment  'w^ould  offer  a  inost 
powerful  inducement  to  our  slaves  to  run  away.  It  would  be 
dangerous  in  the  extreme.  When  a  fugitive  has  been  paid  for, 
and  thus  emancipated,  he  can  come  back  and  settle  by  the  side 
of  his  master.  What  effect  would  that  have  upon  the  rest  of  his 
slaves  ?  Would  they  not  attempt  the  same  thing  ?  It  may  be 
said  that  the  States  can  pass  laws  which  will  prevent  their  return. 
But  this  power  will  not  be  exercised.  I  know  many  free  negroes 
in  the  slave  States  who  are  respectable  persons,  who  own  prop- 
erty, and  have  their  social  and  domestic  ties.  These  examples 
are  bad.  A  fugitive  who  has  been  set  free  is  not  a  safe  man  to 
return  and  settle  as  a  free  negro  among  those  who  were  his  co- 
slaves. 

Mr.  BROCKENBEOUGH :— By  this  amendment  you  are 
inaugurating  a  system  of  covert  emancipation  to  which  the  South 
can  never  submit.  We  protest  against  its  adoption.  The  argu- 
ment upon  which  you  seek  to  sustain  it  is  a  false  one.  How  can 
the  owner  receive  the  full  value  of  his  rescued  slave  when  he 
himself,  as  a  citizen  and  tax-payer,  pays  a  part  of  the  price  ? 

Mr.  MOREIIEAD,  of  North  Carolina : — I  move  to  amend 
this  amendment  by  adding  thereto  these  words : 

"  And  the  negro  when  thus  emancipated  shall  not  be  permitted  to  leave 
the  State  in  which  the  emancipation  takes  place." 

We  know  from  past  experience  what  the  abolitionists  of  the 
free  States  would  do  under  such  a  provision  as  this  in  the  Con- 
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provision  is  intended  to  prevent.  We  ought  to  make  the  guilty 
party  pay  the  penalty. 

Mr.  HACKLEMAN : — ^If  such  a  proposition  were  to  come 
from  a  free  State,  the  mover  would  be  charged  with  attempting 
to  destroy  all  hope  that  the  committee's  report  could  be  adopted 
by  the  people.  However,  if  the  friends  of  the  report  are  willing 
to  adopt  it,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to  object.  It  places  the 
Government  in  a  position  where  it  is  bound  under  the  Constita- 
tion  to  prosecute  a  municipal  corporation  for  the  acts  of  its 
individual  members.  It  is  certainly  novel,  and  introduces  a  new 
system  into  the  jurisprudence  of  the  country.  Is  the  mover 
serious  in  his  proposition } 

Mr.  BAEKINGER :— I  am  certainly  serious.  I  would  like 
to  hear  some  substantial  argument  against  my  motion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Babbdt* 
GEB,  resulted  as  follows : 

Atxs. — Yirginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Kansas — 8. 

Noes. — ^Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  laland, 
Oonneoticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Marylandi 
Tennessee,  Kentacky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa — 17. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DENT : — ^I  wish  to  enter  my  dissent  from  the  vote  of 
Jfaryland.  I  consider  the  amendment  as  eminently  just  and 
proper. 

Mr.  CLAY : — ^I  dissent  from  the  vote  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  FKELESTGHUYSEN:— I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
intend  to  offer  at  some  time,  and  I  may  as  well  propose  it  now. 
The  people  of  the  free  States  have  complained,  and  not  without 
good  reason,  that  one  clause  in  the  Constitution  is  not  carried 
into  effect  in  some  of  the  slaveholding  States.  Their  complaints 
are  similar  to  those  made  on  the  part  of  the  South,  whidi  it  is 
the  purpose  of  the  seventh  section  to  remove.  If  there  have 
been  instances  at  the  Korth  where  mobs  and  riotous  assemblies 
Iiave  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  case  of 
ftigitive  slaves,  so  there  have  been  instances  at  the  South  where 
mobs  and  riots  have  disregarded  the  rights  of  citizens  of  North- 
em  States.  I  propose  to  deal  fairly  by  all  sections.  Let  us 
remove  both  causes  of  complaint.  I  move  to  amend  the  seventh 
section  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words : 
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^'  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to  the  citizens  of  each  State 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

Mr.  GUTHKIE : — ^I  repeat  my  objection  to  all  these  amend- 
ments. K  our  work  here  is  to  have  any  efficacy,  we  must  adhere 
to  the  report    Why  bring  in  another  bone  of  contention  ? 

Mr.  ORTH : — ^Will  you  not  extend  the  same  protection  to 
fiee  citizens  which  you  do  to  slaveholders? 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fseunghuysen, 
with  the  following  result : 

Atbb. — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massaohu- 
ietts,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Now  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
TBnia,  Bhode  Island,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 16. 

Noes. — Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — i. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  EoMAN  dissented  from  the  vote  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  AMES : — ^I  move  an  amendment  which  will  make  the 
section  more  explicit.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "  force," 
and  to  insert  instead  thereof  the  words  "  violence  or  intimida- 
tion." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 

Mr.  OKTH : — I  move  to  amend  the  seventh  section  by  adding 
at  the  close  thereof  the  following  words : 

'^  And  such  fugitives,  after  such  payment,  shall  then  be  discharged  from 
0ach  service." 

I  am  opposed  to  this  whole  business  of  making  compensation 
for  ftigitive  slaves ;  but  if  this  section  is  to  be  adopted,  and  the 
Government  pays  the  owner  the  whole  value  of  the  fugitive, 
trpon  every  principle  of  equity  and  justice  the  fugitive  should 
be  discharged,  and  the  master  should  have  no  right  to  reduce 
him  again  to  slavery.  You  make  the  measure  of  the  owner's 
damages  in  such  a  case  the  value  of  the  slave.  Do  you  intend, 
after  he  has  secured  that,  he  shall  still  have  the  right  of  capture — 
that  after  the  damages  have  been  fiiUy  paid,  he  may  still  call  on 
the  courts  of  law  for  the  slave's  surrender?  This  would  be  a 
double  compensation  indeed.  I  shaU  insist  upon  this  amend- 
ment, and  ask  a  vote  by  States. 

Mr.  KOMAN : — I  have  not  hitherto  addressed  the  Confer- 
ence, but  I  should  do  myself  injustice  if  I  remained  silent  any 
longer.  I  came  here  in  good  faith,  encouraged  with  the  hope 
25 
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that  this  Conference  would  do  something  which  would  indicate 
a  purpose  to  protect  and  acknowledge  the  rights  of  the  slaye- 
holding  States.  I  have  patiently  attended  your  sittings,  and 
little  by  little  that  hope  has  faded,  until  to-night  it  haa  almost 
passed  away.  What  good  can  come  of  these  deliberations,  when 
upon  every  question  which  is  presented  the  lines  of  sectionalism 
are  tightly  drawn,  and  with  one  or  two  exceptions  every  northern 
State  is  arrayed  against  us?  Suppose  these  proposals  of  amend- 
ment as  reported  by  the  committee  are  adopted,  there  is  evi- 
dently a  purpose  manifested  here  by  a  large  delegation  from  the 
free  States,  to  prevent  their  adoption  by  the  people.  I  know  the 
opposition  which  in  any  event  will  be  arrayed  against  them.  It 
is  an  opposition  which  nothing  but  unanimity  among  the  moder- 
ate conservative  men  of  the  country  can  overcome.  Believe  it 
or  not,  gentlemen,  I  assure  you  we  are  in  earnest,  in  our  deter- 
mination to  have  our  rights  under  the  Constitution  defined  and 
guaranteed.  Our  safety,  as  well  as  our  self-respect,  requires  this. 
I  have  not  been  satisfied  with  the  majority  report,  but  if  I  had 
been  disposed  to  accept  it — ^if  the  South  would  accept  it  now, 
you  will  not  concede  even  that.  You  insist  upon  weakening  its 
provisions  by  amendments,  and  by  amendments  which  are  in- 
sulting to  us. 

It  is  now  seriously  proposed  under  the  Constitution,  by  an 
express  provision,  to  deprive  us  of  our  property  in  slaves  against 
our  consent,  and  to  emancipate  them  by  making  compensation. 
What  other  effect  can  be  given  to  such  an  amendment?  One  of 
our  slaves  escapes  into  a  free  State.  He  is  arrested  by  the  mar- 
shal and  discharged  by  a  mob.  Does  this  act  discharge  him 
fix>m  his  service  ?  Does  this  lawless  violence  make  him  fi«e  t 
And  if  the  town  or  city  where  the  mob  occurs  is  made  to  pay  a 
slight  penalty,  does  this  also  divest  the  owner  of  his  right?  This 
is  nothing  but  an  inducement  to  mobs  and  riots.  Pass  this  pro- 
vision, and  no  fugitive  slave  will  ever  again  be  returned  fix>m  a 
fi-ee  State.  There  wiU  always  be  abolitionists  enough  to  pay  for 
a  slave,  and  this  payment  will  set  the  slave  free,  and  will  consti- 
tute the  only  penalty  for  this  violence.  For  one,  I  would  prefer 
to  have  no  provision  at  all  on  the  subject  than  to  have  one  en- 
cumbered with  such  an  amendment. 

I  have  but  little  more  to  say.    If  the  peace  of  this  country 
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is  to  be  hereafter  established  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  the  Union 
is  to  be  preserved,  yon,  gentlemen  of  the  North,  must  recognize 
onr  rights,  and  cease  to  interfere  with  them.  Yon  have  nothing 
to  do  with  this  question  of  slavery.  It  is  an  institution  of  our 
owtt.  If  it  is  a  crime,  we  are  responsible  for  it,  and  will  bear 
the  responsibility.  Wo  have  never  interfered  with  your  institu- 
tions.   You  must  now  let  us  alone. 

Mr.  OETH : — The  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
may  be  answered  in  a  word.  It  is  for  the  owner  to  elect  whether 
or  not  to  accept  compensation  and  set  his  slave  free.  If  he  stiU 
chooses  to  pursue  him,  he  need  not  accept  compensation ;  but  if 
he  does  not,  and  receives  payment  for  him,  the  slave  should  go 
free.  As  to  mobs  and  riots,  we  punish  men  at  the  North  who 
engage  in  them. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD  : — ^I  entirely  agree  with  my  colleague  in 
this  respect  We  could  not  accept  the  section  if  such  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted.  The  report  of  the  committee  is  the  very 
least  that  will  satisfy  our  people.  Do  not  destroy  it  by  such 
amendments  as  these. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Obth,  with  the  following  result : 

Ayes. — Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsjlyania,  and  Kansas — 10. 

Noes. — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jer- 
sey, North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  and  Virginia — 11. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CLAY: — I  move  to  amend  the  i-eport  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion to  be  numbered  Section  8,  as  follows : 

"  The  second  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution sliall  be  so  construed  that  no  State  shall  have  the  power  to  consider 
and  determine  what  is  treason,  felony,  or  crime,  in  another  State ;  but  that 
a  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  crime,  who  shall  flee 
from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive 
authority  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to 
the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime." 

I  do  not  think  discussion  necessary  npon  such  an  amendment 
as  this.  It  is  well  known  to  the  Conference  that  great  dlflBcul- 
ties  have  been  found  to  exist  in  carrying  into  effect  this  provision 
of  the  Constitution.  So  far  as  the  slave  States  are  concerned,  it 
is  a  perfect  nullity.    Unless  it  is  amended  it  may  as  well  be 
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stricken  from  the  infitmment.  I  believe  the  tenor  of  the  ded- 
fiions  at  the  North  has  been  to  permit  the  executive  upon  whom 
the  requisition  is  made,  to  determine  whether  the  offence  charged 
is  a  crime  under  the  law  of  the  State  to  which  the  person  charged 
has  fled.  If  it  is  a  crime,  the  frigitive  is  delivered  up.  If  not  a 
crime  in  that  sense,  lie  is  discharged.  The  decisions  of  the  courts 
have  been  to  the  same  effect;  whenever  theftigitive  has  been 
brought  upon  habeas  corpus^  the  decision  has  been  the  same.  It 
is  obvious  that  under  this  construction  of  the  Constitution  no 
fugitive  will  be  hereafter  returned  for  an  offence  in  which  the 
question  of  slavery  is  involved.  This  is  only  one  of  the  many 
evasions  of  the  Constitution  which  have  been  practised  in  the 
free  States.    I  deem  the  amendment  very  important. 

Mr.  BKONSON : — The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  en- 
tirely mistaken  in  his  statement  of  the  decisions  of  the  northern 
courts  or  northern  governors.  The  decisions  are  uniform  so  far 
as  I  know,  that  where  the  offence  charged  is  either  a  crime  at 
common  law,  or  under  the  statutes  of  the  State  from  which  the 
fugitive  has  fled,  he  has  been  delivered  up. 

Mr.  CLAY : — ^Did  not  the  Executive  of  New  York  refuse 
to  deliver  up  a  ftigitive  on  the  demand  of  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia} 

Mr.  BEONSON : — ^In  that  case  I  think  there  was  no  evidence 
that  the  offence  charged  was  a  crime  under  the  statutes  of  Yir- 
ginia,  and  it  certainly  was  not  at  common  law. 

The  vote  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Clay's  amendment,  and  result- 
ed as  follows : 

Ates. — ^Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia— 6. 

Noss. — Oonnecticnt,  Delaware,  Slinms,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massaoha- 
setts,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  PenniqrlTa- 
nia,  Bhode  Island,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 16. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  on  motion,  at  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  Conference  ad- 
journed. 
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EIGHTEENTH    DAT- 
Washington,  Tuesday,  February  26^  1861. 

The  Conference,  pnrsuant  to  adjournment,  was  called  to  order 
at  eleven  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Gubley. 

The  Peesident  informed  the  Conference  that  in  consequence 
of  the  length  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday,  the  Secretary  had 
not  been  able  to  write  it  out,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  omit  the  readinjy  thereof  this  morning. 

Mr.  McCURD Y : — There  was  a  vote  taken  in  the  confa* 
don  near  the  close  of  the  session  last  evening,  in  which  Con- 
necticut, according  to  the  minutes  of  the  Secretary,  appears  to 
have  voted  in  the  negative.  It  was  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr,  Orth,  declaring  that  the  slave  should  be  free  whenever  his 
master  had  accepted  payment  for  him.  On  that  amendment  the 
vote  of  Connecticut  was  Yea.  As  the  vote  is  recorded  Nay  by 
mistake,  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  BEOJf  SON : — The  motion  to  reconsider  is  not  necessa- 
ry. Connecticut  can  record  her  vote  as  she  wishes  to  have  it 
stand.    It  will  not  change  the  result 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  think  the  motion  is  in  order,  if  made 
by  Connecticut 

Mr.  BATTELL : — I  will  move  to  reconsider.  I  voted  with 
the  majority. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  North  Carolina:— No  individual  dele- 
gate can  make  such  a  motion.  States  vote  here,  not  individuals. 
I  submit  that  the  motion  is  out  of  order,  unless  made  by  a 
majority  of  the  delegation. 
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Mr.  BALDWIN" : — The  question  is  not  complicated  at  all; 
neither  is  the  motion  out  of  order.  A  majority  of  the  ddegation 
from  Connecticut  cast  the  vote  of  that  State  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Oeth's  amendment.  By  mistake  that  vote  was  recorded  against 
the  amendment.  The  same  majority  whose  vote  is  made  to  do 
them  injustice  by  a  mistake  for  which  its  members  are  not  respon- 
sible, now  moves  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  McCuedy's  motion, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ayes. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Vermont  and  Kansas — 11. 

Noes. — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 10. 

And  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  PKESrDENT :— The  question  now  recurs  upon  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Obth.  On  this  amendment  the  vote 
will  be  taken  by  States. 

Mr.  VTHITE : — I  consider  this  amendment  as  entirely  unneces- 
sary. The  result  which  it  seeks  to  attain  is  only  the  announce- 
ment of  a  well-understood  provision  of  the  common  law.  By  the 
common  law,  if  an  action  is  brought  for  a  trespass,  and  judg- 
nient  recov^*ed  for  that  trespass,  and  the  damages  under  that 
judgment  paid,  the  property  which  is  the  subject  of  the  action, 
and  which  may  have  originally  been  wrongfally  taken,  becomes 
transferred ;  the  damages  take  the  place  of  the  property,  the  de- 
fendant has  paid  for  his  wrongful  act,  or,  in  other  words,  has 
paid  for  the  property.  The  same  principle  applies  to  the  case 
of  the  fugitive  slave  who  is  rescued  from  the  custody  of  the  law, 
when  his  owner  has  consented  to  accept  payment  for  him.  The 
legal  right  of  the  owner  in  the  slave  is  satisfied  by  sudti  pay- 
ment ;  the  money  takes  the  place  of  the  slave.  But  if  this  were 
not  so,  we  ought  not  to  encumber  the  Constitution  with  such  pro- 
visions. Congress  will  undoubtedly  make  the  proper  provision 
both  for  the  protection  of  the  slave  smd  his  master.  Congress 
will  not  permit  payment  to  be  made  for  a  slave,  and  then  suffer 
him  to  go  back  to  bondage.  This  would  be  both  xmlawful  and 
unjust.     I  can  see  no  necessity  for  adopting  the  amendment. 

Mr.  OKTH: — ^I  understand  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  between  members  of  the  Conference  as  to  the  effect  of 
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the  phraseology  of  my  amendment.    I  will  change  that  phraseol 
ogy,  and  make  the  amendment  read  as  follows : 

"  And  such  fugitive,  after  the  master  has  heen  paid  therefor,  shall  be  dis- 
charged  from  such  service." 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  Kentucky :— I  am  opposed  to  this 
amendment  upon  every  ground.  I  would  rather  see  some  direct 
scheme  of  emancipation  adopted  and  inserted  in  the  Constitution. 
Adopt  this  amendment,  and  the  result  is  inevitable.  It  would 
amount  to  emancipation  upon  the  largest  possible  scale.  Our 
slaves  would  escape,  you  would  rescue  and  pay  for  them,  and 
that  would  be  the  end  of  them.  Why  not  leave  it  to  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  necessary  laws  upon  this  subject  ?  The  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment  would  destroy  all  hope  that  our  labors 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  South.  I  say  again,  we  had  better 
eetablish  emancipation  at  once. 

Mr.  DEXT  : — If  this  amendment  is  to  be  adopted,  I  hope  we 
shall  at  the  same  time  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  we  rejected 
the  amendment  of  the  gentlemcm  from  North  Carolina,  requiring 
the  payment  by  the  county,  city,  or  tovm  wherein  the  slave  is 
rescued  from  the  custody  of  the  law.  This  provision  would 
make  the  General  Government  pay  for  the  crimes  of  a  few  citi- 
zens in  one  section.  In  that  case  the  General  Government 
ought  to  own  the  negro.  It  has  paid  for  him,  and  the  prop 
erty  in  him  ought  to  be  transferred. 

Mr.  WILMOT : — There  is  nothing  in  this.  We  do  not  wish 
to  have  the  Government  own  the  negro.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
have  individuals  own  slaves.  We  do  not  propose  to  turn  the 
Government  into  an  extensive  slave  owner. 

But  let  me  ask  the  gentleman  seriously,  who  is  to  own  the 
negro,  in  such  a  case,  after  he  has  been  paid  for  ?  Certainly  not 
the  former  owner,  because  his  right  is  gone.  This  amendment 
only  states  a  conclusion  of  law ;  the  right  of  the  owner  being 
gone,  the  negro  is  free. 

Mr.  CHASE  : — I  think  a  single  word  will  settle  this.  By  the 
Constitution  as  it  now  stands,  the  escaped  fugitive  is  not  dis- 
charged from  service  or  labor.  The  original  section,  as  proposed, 
requires  that  the  slave  should  be  paid  for,  when  he  is  rescued. 
Now,  he  might  be  rescued  three  or  four  times.  Shall  he  be  paid 
for  as  often  ?    Do  gentlemen  claim  that  his  owner  shall  receive 
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compensation  more  than  once  ?    I  cannot  see  ^wli  j  gentlemen  in* 
terested  in  slavery  should  object  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  RIVES: — ^I  think  if  gentlemen  wonld  look  at  this 
proposition  seriously,  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
among  us.  Such  a  proposition  would  foist  into  the  Constitution 
a  most  injurious,  pernicious,  and  troublesome  doctrine.  By  the 
most  ultra  abolitionists  of  the  free  States  the  power  of  emanci* 
pating  our  slaves  has  been  disclaimed.  From  the  organization 
of  the  Government,  no  such  right  has  been  claimed  by  any  re- 
spectable party  or  body  of  men.  The  question  arose  in  the  first 
Congress,  I  think,  upon  the  petition  of  the  Quakers  of  Fennsyl- 
vania.  It  was  decided  almost  unanimously  against  the  power, 
even  when  exercised  by  Congress.  But  there  is  no  need  of  mul- 
tiplying or  citing  precedents.  From  that  time  to  this,  no  politi- 
cal party  has  claimed  the  power  of  emancipation*  Such  is  the 
universal  doctrine  now. 

The  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  is 
now  claimed  by  some.  I  think  that  is  the  doctrine  of  Mr. 
Chase.  But  upon  what  argument  is  it  founded  ?  Simply  tibia : 
That  the  States,  by  the  act  of  cession,  have  surrendered  thia 
power  to  Congress.  This  is  the  only  argument  I  have  ever 
heard  in  favor  of  the  right,  even  in  the  District. 

But  this  amendment  proposes  a  most  comprehensive  scheme 
of  emancipation.  It  accomplishes  emancipation  in  every  one  of 
the  slave  States.  It  amounts  to  forcible  emancipation  upon  the 
principle  of  compensation. 

The  point  has  been  well  stated  by  gentlemen  who  have  pie- 
ceded  me.  Place  this  in  the  Constitution,  and  there  is  an  end 
of  returning  fiigitives.  The  very  courts  will  act  upon  it.  They 
will  say  that  if  any  one  will  come  forward  and  pay  the  value  of 
a  slave  when  arrested,  aU  the  requirements  of  the  Constitutioo 
are  satisfied,  and  he  shall  go  free. 

What  is  the  object  of  our  Conference  ?  Why  are  we  here! 
We  are  here  to  bury  out  of  sight  all  the  causes  of  our  difference 
and  trouble.  And  yet  you  propose  to  insert  a  new  principle  into 
our  fundamental  law,  which,  however  you  may  look  upon  it,  wil 
be  regarded  at  the  South  as  totally  inconsistent  with  our  indc 
pendence.     Our  people  will  not  consent  to  it. 

There  is  anotiier  view  which  I  would  suggest.    This  is  em 
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nently  a  matter  of  legislative  regulation.  K  the  duve  is  paid 
for.  Congress  will  at  once  recognize  tlie  impropriety  and  injustice 
of  permitting  the  owner  to  receive  payment  for,  and  also  receive 
his  slave.  Congress  may  say  with  great  propriety  that  the  owner 
shall  give  a  bond  to  retmn  the  money  upon  the  restoration  of 
his  slava  I  hope  no  principle  will  be  implanted  in  the  Consti- 
tution which  will  be  more  troublesome — ^more  productive  of 
difficulties  than  any  which  has  heretofore  been  made  the  subject 
of  discussion. 

Mr.  E WING : — ^If  we  do  any  thing  of  this  kind,  perhaps  we 
had  better  say  that  if  the  owner  accepts  compensation  for  his 
slave,  he  shall  execute  a  deed  of  manumission.  This  will  make 
it  a  matter  of  consent  on  the  part  of  the  owner.  Put  the  amend- 
ment in  that  form  and  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  CO  ALTER: — This  amendment  "w^ould  offer  a  most 
powerful  inducement  to  our  slaves  to  run  away.  It  would  be 
dangerous  in  the  extreme.  IVlien  a  fugitive  has  been  paid  for, 
and  thus  emancipated,  he  can  come  back  and  settle  by  the  side 
of  his  master.  What  effect  would  that  have  upon  the  rest  of  his 
slaves?  Would  they  not  attempt  the  same  tiling?  It  may  be 
said  that  the  States  can  pass  laws  which  will  prevent  their  return. 
But  this  power  will  not  be  exercised.  I  know  many  free  negroes 
in  the  slave  States  who  are  respectable  persons,  who  own  prop- 
erty, and  have  their  social  and  domestic  ties.  These  examples 
are  bad.  A  fugitive  who  has  been  set  free  is  not  a  safe  man  to 
return  and  settle  as  a  free  negro  among  those  who  were  his  co- 
slaves. 

Mr.  BROCKENBROUGH :— By  this  amendment  you  are 
inaugurating  a  system  of  covert  emancipation  to  which  the  South 
can  never  submit.  We  protest  against  its  adoption.  The  argu- 
ment upon  which  you  seek  to  sustain  it  is  a  false  one.  How  can 
the  owner  receive  the  full  value  of  his  rescued  slave  when  he 
himself,  as  a  citizen  and  tax-payer,  pays  a  part  of  tlie  price  ? 

Mr.  MOREEEAD,  of  North  Carolina :— I  move  to  amend 
this  amendment  by  adding  thereto  these  words : 

"  And  the  negro  when  thus  emancipated  shall  not  be  permitted  to  leave 
the  State  in  which  the  emancipation  takes  place." 

We  know  from  past  experience  what  the  abolitionists  of  the 
free  States  would  do  under  such  a  provision  as  this  in  the  Con- 
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Btitntion.  There  will  be  an  underground  railroad  line  along 
every  principal  route  of  travel.  There  will  be  depots  all  along 
these  lines.  Canoes  will  be  furnished  to  ferry  negroes  over  the 
Potomac  and  Ohio.  John  Bbown  &  Co.  will  stand  ready  to  kill 
the  master  the  very  moment  he  crosses  the  line  in  pursuit  of  his 
slave.  What  oflBcer  at  the  North  will  dare  to  arrest  the  slave 
when  John  Bbown  pikes  are  stacked  up  in  every  little  village  ? 
If  arrested,  there  will  be  organizations  formed  to  rescue  him,  and 
you  may  as  well  let  the  "  nigger  "  go  free  at  once.  You  are 
opening  up  the  greatest  scheme  of  emancipation  ever  devised. 

Mr.  BACKUS  : — I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Orth  by  the  substitution  of  the  following : 

"  And  the  acceptance  of  sach  payment  shall  preclnde  the  owner  from 
farther  claim  to  said  fugitive." 

It  is  claimed  that  this  is  a  scheme  of  emancipation.  It  is 
nothing  of  the  sort.  It  is  not  intended  that  the  owner  shall  be 
obliged  to  accept  compensation  for  his  slave.  That  is  left  optional 
with  him.  He  may  take  it  or  not  as  he  likes.  The  effect  of  ac- 
cepting compensation  would  be  just  the  same  as  if  he  sold  his 
slave  to  the  North.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  raises  a 
curious  objection ;  that  the  owner  does  not  receive  a  full  com- 
pensation because  he  pays  a  portion  of  it  himself.  Well,  I  sup- 
pose the  owner  would  pay  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-millionth 
part  of  the  price  I  Does  not  the  same  objection  lay  against  tho 
payment  of  any  tax  whatever  ?  It  is  asked,  Does  this  payment 
transfer  the  legal  title  to  the  slave  ?  Well,  it  probably  goes  to 
the  party  who  pays  for  it.  If  the  payment  is  made  in  a  free 
State,  where  slavery  is  not  tolerated,  the  title  would  not  pass  at 
alL  I  submit  to  our  friends  from  the  South,  whether  they  wish 
to  have  the  Government  become  a  slave-trader,  to  set  it  up  as  a 
huckster  of  slaves  in  the  shambles.  My  amendment  imposes  the 
responsibility  upon  Congress.  I  have  no  doubt  Congress  will 
legislate  properly  upon  the  subject. 

Now  let  me  say  one  word  to  gentlemen,  friends  of  the  South, 
in  all  kindness.  I  have  appreciated  your  position,  and  it  has 
influenced  my  action.  I  have  not  refused  to  give  you  any  reason- 
able guarantees,  and  I  sliaU  not  refuse  them.  But  I  submit  to 
you,  whether  it  is  in  good  taste  for  you  to  declare  that,  if  we  do 
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not  yield  all  these  little  points  to  you,  the  Govemment  is  to  be 
broken  up ;  that  that  is  the  only  alternative  ? 

Mr.  GUTIERIE  : — I  hope  this  amendment  will  be  adopted, 
Ab  a  Southern  man,  I  declare  that  it  is  acceptable  to  ma  Let 
us  adopt  it,  and  end  the  matter.     [Cries  of  "  Agreed."] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Missouri : — I  have  a  very  serious  objec- 
tion to  putting  any  bid  in  the  Constitution  to  induce  slaves  to  run 
away.  I  firmly  believe  that  if  this  amendment  should  ever  be- 
come a  part  of  the  Constitution,  it  would  lead  to  the  ultimate  ex- 
tinction of  slavery.  The  State  of  Missouri  is  surrounded  on  three 
sides  by  free  States.  When  one  of  our  slaves  escapes  and  crosses 
the  border,  he  finds  himself  at  once  among  a  people,  some  of 
whom  will  vindicate  his  freedom  with  their  lives.  I  am  willing 
to  leave  this  whole  subject  to  Congress.  Congress  will  not 
permit  the  owner  to  get  liis  money,  and  also  retain  his  slave.  In 
the  name  of  God  I  ask  that  no  such  provision  may  be  put  into 
the  Constitution ! 

Mr.  MOREIIEAD :— I  will  agree  to  this.  The  difference 
between  the  two  is  as  wide  as  the  poles. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment  as  amended, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ayes. — Coanecticut,  Delaware,  Illmois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Massa* 
ohnsettfl,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  New  Ilamp* 
•hire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Vermont — 17. 

Noes. — Indiana,  Missouri,  and  Vir^nia — 3. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dent  and  Koman,  of  Maryland, 
Stepuexs  and  Totten,  of  Tennessee,  dissented  from  the  votes  of 
their  respective  States. 

Mr.  BRONSON  : — It  is  evident  under  the  rules,  as  they  now 
stand,  that  this  debate  is  not  to  close  within  a  month.  I  move  to 
amend  the  rules  as  follows  : 

''Before  reaching  the  final  question  on  the  plan  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 
gress, no  member  shall  bo  allowed  to  speak  more  than  three  minutes  on  any 
proposition." 

Mr.  SEDDON : — I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I  submit 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  not  in  or- 
der. 
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Mr.GUTHEIE: — ^I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Guthbib  prevailed  without  a  divijdon. 

Mr.  FIELD  : — ^I  move  to  add  an  additional  section  to  the  re- 
port, as  follows : 

Sbotioh  8.  The  Union  of  the  States  under  the  Constitntion  is  indissola- 
ble,  and  no  State  can  secede  from  the  Union,  or  nnllify  an  act  of  Congress,  or 
absolve  its  citizens  from  their  paramount  obligation  of  obedience  to  the  (km- 
stitntion  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

In  offering  this  amendment  as  an  additional  section,  I  propose 
very  briefly  to  state  the  reasons  for  its  adoption.  I  shall  not  an- 
ticipate any  of  the  objections  that  may  be  urged  against  it,  for, 
as  I  understand  the  rule,  I  shall  have  the  right  to  speak  in  reply. 
I  will  only  state  one  or  two  arguments  in  favor  of  the  article. 

We  have  been  discussing  the  means  of  removing  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  called  secession.  This  amendment  attacks  the 
disease  itsel£  The  doctrines  of  Calhoui^,  originated  and  advo- 
cated by  him,  have  now  been  taken  up  by  his  followers,  who  are 
striking  at  the  very  foundation  of  our  Government.  The  doc- 
trine of  the  North  is,  that  no  State  can  secede  from  the  Union. 
This  amendment  asserts  that  doctrine.  Before  we  begin  to 
amend,  we  ought  to  know  whether  we  have  any  Constitution  to 
amend.  The  people  of  my  section  wish  to  know  whether  we  can 
compel  obedience  of  a  State,  if  every  man  in  it  undertakes  to  re- 
fuse obedience.  They  believe  that  power  to  exist  in  the  Consti- 
tution now.  If  there  is  any  doubt  about  it,  they  wish  that  power 
distinctly  asserted. 

Mr.  EWUfG : — ^I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  at 
present,  without  affecting  the  section  of  the  report  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  FIELD  :— This  motion  is  debatable. 

Mr.  FRELESTGHUYSEN :— I  submit  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  is  not  an  amendment ;  that  it  is  an 
addition,  and  may  be  laid  on  the  table  without  affecting  the  re- 
mainder of  the  report. 

Mr.  BEONSON : — ^We  have  now  gone  through  with  the  prop- 
ositions, and  are  ready  to  take  a  final  vote  upon  them.  Mr. 
Field's  amendment  is  properly  an  addition,  and  relates  entirely 
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is  to  be  hereafter  established  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  the  Union 
is  to  be  preserved,  you,  gentlemen  of  the  North,  must  recognize 
our  rights^  and  cease  to  interfere  with  them.  You  have  nothing 
to  do  with  this  question  of  slavery.  It  is  an  institution  of  our 
own.  If  it  is  a  crime,  we  are  responsible  for  it,  and  will  bear 
the  responsibility.  Wo  have  never  interfered  with  your  institu- 
tions.   You  must  now  let  us  alone. 

Mr.  OETH : — The  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
may  be  answered  in  a  word.  It  is  for  the  owner  to  elect  whether 
or  not  to  accept  compensation  and  set  his  slave  free.  If  he  stiU 
chooses  to  pursue  him,  he  need  not  accept  compensation ;  but  if 
he  does  not,  and  receives  payment  for  him,  the  slave  should  go 
free.  As  to  mobs  and  riots,  we  punish  men  at  the  North  who 
engage  in  them. 

Mr.  CEISFIELD  : — ^I  entirely  agree  with  my  colleague  in 
this  respect  We  could  not  accept  the  section  if  such  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted.  The  report  of  the  committee  is  the  very 
least  that  will  satisfy  our  people.  Do  not  destroy  it  by  such 
amendments  as  these. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Obth,  with  the  following  result : 

Ayss. — Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachnsetts,  New  York,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsjlvania,  and  Kansas — 10. 

Noes. — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jer- 
sey, North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  and  Virginia — 11. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CLAY: — I  move  to  amend  the  report  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion to  be  numbered  Section  8,  as  follows : 

"  The  second  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution shall  be  so  construed  that  no  State  shall  have  the  power  to  consider 
and  determine  what  is  treason,  felony,  or  crime,  in  another  State ;  but  that 
a  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  crime,  who  shall  flee 
from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive 
luihority  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to 
he  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime." 

I  do  not  think  discussion  necessary  upon  such  an  amendment 
IS  this.  It  is  well  known  to  the  Conference  that  great  diflBcul- 
ies  have  been  found  to  exist  in  carrying  into  effect  this  provision 
f  the  Constitution.  So  far  as  the  slave  States  are  concerned,  it 
I  a  perfect  nullity.    Unless  it  is  amended  it  may  as  well  be 
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stricken  from  the  inBtmment.  I  believe  the  tenor  of  the  deci- 
sions at  the  North  has  been  to  permit  the  executive  upon  whom 
the  requisition  is  made^  to  determine  whether  the  offence  charged 
is  a  crime  under  the  law  of  the  State  to  which  the  person  charged 
has  fled.  If  it  is  a  crime,  the  ftigitive  is  delivered  up.  If  not  a 
crime  in  that  sense,  be  is  discharged.  The  decisions  of  the  courts 
have  been  to  the  same  effect;  whenever  the  ftigitive  has  been 
brought  upon  habeas  corpus^  the  decision  has  been  the  same.  It 
is  obvious  that  under  this  construction  of  the  Constitution  no 
fugitive  will  be  hereafter  returned  for  an  offence  in  which  the 
question  of  slavery  is  involved.  This  is  only  one  of  the  many 
evasions  of  the  Constitution  which  have  been  practised  in  the 
free  States.    I  deem  the  amendment  very  important. 

Mr.  BRONSON: — The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  en- 
tirely mistaken  in  his  statement  of  the  decisions  of  the  northern 
courts  or  northern  governors.  The  decisions  are  uniform  so  &r 
as  I  know,  that  where  the  offence  charged  is  eitiier  a  ci*ime  at 
common  law,  or  under  the  statutes  of  the  State  from  which  the 
fugitive  has  fled,  he  has  been  delivered  up. 

Mr.  CLAY : — ^Did  not  the  Executive  of  New  York  refuse 
to  deliver  up  a  ftigitive  on  the  demand  of  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia} 

Mr.  BBOKSON : — ^In  that  case  I  think  there  was  no  evidence 
that  the  offence  charged  was  a  crime  under  the  statutes  of  Yir- 
ginia,  and  it  certainly  was  not  at  common  law. 

The  vote  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Clay's  amendment,  and  result- 
ed as  follows : 

Ates. — ^Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virg^nia--5. 

Noes. — Oonnecticnt,  Delaware,  SUnms,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachn- 
setts,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  PenniqrlTa- 
nia,  Bhode  Island,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 16. 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  on  motion,  at  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  Conference  ad- 
journed. 
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EIGHTEENTH    DAY. 
Washinoton,  Tuesday,  Felyruary  26^,  1861. 

The  Conference,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  was  called  to  order 
It  eleven  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Gueley. 

The  Peesedknt  informed  the  Conference  that  in  consequence 
rf  the  length  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday,  the  Secretary  had 
lot  been  able  to  write  it  out,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary 
O  omit  the  reading  thereof  this  morning. 

Mr.  McCURDT : — There  was  a  vote  taken  in  the  confu* 
ion  near  the  close  of  the  session  last  evening,  in  which  Con* 
lecticut,  according  to  the  minutes  of  the  Secretary,  appears  to 
lave  voted  in  the  negative.  It  was  upon  the  amendment  of 
lljp,  Oeth,  declaring  that  the  slave  should  be  free  whenever  his 
naster  had  accepted  payment  for  him.  On  that  amendment  the 
X)te  of  Connecticut  was  Yea.  As  the  vote  is  recorded  Nay  by 
mistake,  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment 
ras  rejected. 

Mr.  BEONSON : — The  motion  to  reconsider  is  not  necessa- 
jr.  Connecticut  can  record  her  vote  as  she  wishes  to  have  it 
tand.     It  will  not  change  the  result 

The  PRESIDENT  :— I  think  the  motion  is  in  order,  if  made 
J  Connecticut. 

Mr,  BATTELL : — ^I  will  move  to  reconsider.  I  voted  with 
bie  majority. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  North  Carolina:— No  individual  dele- 
ate  can  make  such  a  motion.     States  vote  here,  not  individuals, 
submit  that  the  motion  is  out  of  order,  unless  made  by  a 
lajority  of  the  delegation. 
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Mr.  BALDWIN" : — The  question  is  not  complicated  at  all; 
neither  is  the  motion  out  of  order.  A  majority  of  the  delegation 
from  Connecticut  cast  the  vote  of  that  State  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Obth's  amendment.  By  mistake  that  vote  was  recorded  against 
the  amendment.  The  same  majority  whose  vote  is  made  to  do 
them  injustice  by  a  mistake  for  which  its  members  are  not  respon- 
sible, now  moves  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  McCuedt's  motion, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ates. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachnsetts,  New 
York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Vermont  and  Kansas — 11. 

Nobs. — ^Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 10. 

And  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  PKESIDENT :— The  question  now  recurs  upon  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Obth.  On  this  amendment  the  vote 
will  be  taken  by  States. 

Mr.  WHITE : — I  consider  this  amendment  as  entirely  unneoes- 
sary.  The  result  which  it  seeks  to  attain  is  only  the  annoimce- 
ment  of  a  well-understood  provision  of  the  common  law.  By  the 
common  law,  if  an  action  is  brought  for  a  trespass,  and  judg- 
nient  recovered  for  that  trespass,  and  the  damages  under  that 
judgment  paid,  the  property  which  is  the  subject  of  the  action, 
and  which  may  have  originally  been  wrongfully  taken,  becomes 
transferred ;  the  damages  take  the  place  of  the  property,  the  de- 
fendant has  paid  for  his  wrongful  act,  or,  in  other  words,  has 
paid  for  the  property.  The  same  principle  applies  to  the  case 
of  the  fiigitive  slave  who  is  rescued  from  the  custody  of  the  law, 
when  his  owner  has  consented  to  accept  payment  for  him.  The 
legal  right  of  the  owner  in  the  slave  is  satisfied  by  sudi  pay- 
ment ;  the  money  takes  the  place  of  the  slave.  But  if  this  were 
not  so,  we  ought  not  to  encmnber  the  Constitution  with  such  pro- 
visions. Congress  will  undoubtedly  make  the  proper  provision 
both  for  the  protection  of  the  slave  tfud  his  master.  Congress 
will  not  permit  payment  to  be  made  for  a  slave,  and  then  suffer 
him  to  go  back  to  bondage.  This  would  be  both  unlawful  and 
unjust.    I  can  see  no  necessity  for  adopting  the  amendment. 

Mr.  OBTH: — I  understand  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  between  members  of  the  Conference  as  to  the  effect  of 
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the  phraseology  of  mj  amendment.    I  will  change  that  phraseol 
ogy,  and  make  the  amendment  read  as  follows : 

^  And  such  fugitive,  after  the  master  has  been  paid  therefor,  shall  be  dis- 
oharged  from  such  service." 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  Kentucky :— I  am  opposed  to  this 
amendment  upon  every  ground.  I  would  rather  see  some  direct 
scheme  of  emancipation  adopted  and  inserted  in  the  Constitution. 
Adopt  this  amendment,  and  the  result  is  inevitable.  It  would 
amount  to  emancipation  upon  the  largest  possible  scale.  Our 
slaves  would  escape,  you  would  rescue  and  pay  for  them,  and 
that  would  be  the  end  of  them.  Why  not  leave  it  to  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  necessary  laws  upon  this  subject  ?  The  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment  would  destroy  all  hope  that  our  labors 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  South.  I  say  again,  we  had  better 
establish  emancipation  at  once. 

Mr.  DENT  : — If  this  amendment  is  to  be  adopted,  I  hope  we 
shall  at  the  same  time  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  we  rejected 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  requiring 
the  payment  by  the  county,  city,  or  town  wherein  the  slave  is 
rescued  from  the  custody  of  the  law.  This  provision  would 
make  the  General  Government  pay  for  the  crimes  of  a  few  citi- 
zens in  one  section.  In  that  case  the  General  Government 
ought  to  own  the  negro.  It  has  paid  for  him,  and  the  prop 
crty  in  him  ought  to  be  transferred. 

Mr.  WILMOT :— There  is  nothing  in  this.  We  do  not  wish 
to  have  the  Government  own  the  negro.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
have  individuals  own  slaves.  We  do  not  propose  to  turn  the 
Government  into  an  extensive  slave  owner. 

But  let  me  ask  the  gentleman  seriously,  who  is  to  own  the 
aegro,  in  such  a  case,  after  he  has  been  paid  for  ?  Certainly  not 
ihe  former  owner,  because  his  right  is  gone.  This  amendment 
)nly  states  a  conclusion  of  law ;  the  right  of  the  owner  being 
fone,  the  negro  is  free. 

Mr.  CHASE  :— I  think  a  single  word  will  settle  this.  By  the 
Constitution  as  it  now  stands,  the  escaped  fugitive  is  not  dis- 
harged  from  service  or  labor.  The  original  section,  as  proposed, 
equires  that  the  slave  should  be  paid  for,  when  he  is  rescued, 
fow,  he  might  be  rescued  three  or  four  times.  Shall  he  be  paid 
nr  as  often  ?    Do  gentlemen  claim  that  his  owner  shall  receive 
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compensation  more  than  once  ?  I  cannot  see  whj  gentlemen  in« 
terested  in  slavery  should  object  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  RIVES: — ^I  think  if  gentlemen  would  look  at  this 
proposition  seriously,  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
among  us.  Such  a  proposition  would  foist  into  the  Constitution 
a  most  injurious,  pernicious,  and  troublesome  doctrine.  By  the 
most  ultra  abolitionists  of  the  free  States  the  power  of  emanci- 
pating our  slaves  has  been  disclaimed.  From  the  organization 
of  the  Government,  no  such  right  has  been  claimed  by  any  re- 
spectable party  or  body  of  men.  The  question  arose  in  the  first 
Congress,  I  think,  upon  the  petition  of  the  Quakers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  was  decided  ahnost  unanimously  against  the  power, 
even  when  exercised  by  Congress.  But  there  is  no  need  of  mul- 
tiplying or  citing  precedents.  From  that  time  to  this,  no  politi- 
cal party  has  claimed  the  power  of  emancipation.  Such  is  the 
universal  doctrine  now. 

The  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  is 
now  claimed  by  some.  I  think  that  is  the  doctrine  of  Mr. 
Chase.  But  upon  what  argument  is  it  founded  ?  Simply  this : 
That  the  States,  by  the  act  of  cession,  have  surrendered  this 
power  to  Congress.  This  is  the  only  argument  I  have  ever 
heard  in  favor  of  the  right,  even  in  the  District. 

But  this  amendment  proposes  a  most  comprehensive  scheme 
of  emancipation.  It  accomplishes  emancipation  in  every  <me  of 
the  slave  States.  It  amounts  to  forcible  emancipation  upon  the 
principle  of  compensation. 

The  point  has  been  well  stated  by  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me.  Place  this  in  the  Constitution,  and  there  is  an  end 
of  returning  fugitives.  The  very  courts  will  act  upon  it.  They 
will  say  that  if  any  one  will  come  forward  and  pay  the  vulne  of 
a  slave  when  arrested,  all  the  requirements  of  the  Constitatioii 
are  satisfied,  and  he  shall  go  free. 

What  is  the  object  of  our  Conference  ?  Why  are  we  here! 
We  are  here  to  bury  out  of  sight  all  the  causes  of  our  difference 
and  trouble.  And  yet  you  propose  to  insert  a  new  principle  into 
our  ftmdamental  law,  which,  however  you  may  look  upon  it,  will 
be  regarded  at  the  South  as  totally  inconsistent  with  our  inde- 
pendence.    Our  people  will  not  consent  to  it. 

There  is  another  view  which  I  would  suggest.    This  is  emi* 
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nentlj  a  matter  of  legifiktive  r^nlation.  If  the  slave  is  paid 
for,  Ck)ngress  will  at  once  recognize  the  impropriety  and  injustice 
of  permitting  the  owner  to  receive  payment  for,  and  also  receive 
his  slave.  Congress  may  say  with  great  propriety  that  the  owner 
shall  give  a  bond  to  return  the  money  upon  the  restoration  of 
his  slave.  I  hope  no  principle  will  be  implanted  in  the  Consti- 
tution which  will  be  more  troublesome — ^more  productive  of 
difficulties  than  any  which  has  heretofore  been  made  the  subject 
of  discussion. 

Mr.  EWING : — If  we  do  any  thing  of  this  kind,  perhaps  we 
had  better  say  that  if  the  owner  accepts  compensation  for  his 
slave,  he  shall  execute  a  deed  of  manumission.  This  will  make 
it  a  matter  of  consent  on  the  part  of  the  owner.  Put  the  amend* 
ment  in  that  form  and  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  COALTER: — This  amendment  vi;ould  oJBTer  a  most 
powerful  inducement  to  our  slaves  to  run  away.  It  would  be 
dangerous  in  the  extreme.  When  a  fagitive  has  been  paid  for, 
and  thus  emancipated,  he  can  come  back  and  settle  by  the  side 
of  his  master.  What  effect  would  that  have  upon  the  rest  of  his 
slaves  ?  Would  they  not  attempt  the  same  tiling  ?  It  may  be 
said  that  the  States  can  pass  laws  which  will  prevent  their  return. 
But  this  power  will  not  be  exercised.  I  know  many  free  negroes 
in  the  slave  States  who  are  respectable  persons,  who  own  prop- 
erty, and  have  their  social  and  domestic  ties.  These  examples 
are  bad.  A  fugitive  who  has  been  set  free  is  not  a  safe  man  to 
return  and  settle  as  a  free  negro  among  those  who  were  his  co- 
slaves. 

Mr.  BEOCKEKBROTJGH :— By  this  amendment  you  are 
inaugurating  a  system  of  covert  emancipation  to  which  the  South 
3an  never  submit.  We  protest  against  its  adoption.  The  argu- 
nent  upon  which  you  seek  to  sustain  it  is  a  false  one.  How  can 
:he  owner  receive  the  full  value  of  his  rescued  slave  when  he 
limself,  as  a  citizen  arid  tax-payer,  pays  a  part  of  the  price  ? 

Mr.  MOREIIEAD,  of  North  Carolina :— I  move  to  amend 
his  amendment  by  adding  thereto  these  words : 

"  And  the  negro  when  thus  emancipr.ted  shall  not  be  permitted  to  leave 
he  State  in  which  the  emancipation  takes  place." 

We  know  from  past  experience  what  the  abolitionists  of  the 
ree  States  would  do  under  such  a  provision  as  this  in  the  Con- 
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stitution.  There  will  be  an  underground  railroad  line  along 
every  principal  route  of  travel.  There  will  be  depots  all  along 
these  lines.  Canoes  will  be  furnished  to  ferry  negroes  over  the 
Potomac  and  Ohio.  John  Bbown  &  Co,  will  stand  ready  to  kill 
the  master  the  very  moment  he  crosses  the  line  in  pursuit  of  his 
slave.  What  officer  at  the  North  will  dare  to  arrest  the  slave 
when  John  Bbown  pikes  are  stacked  up  in  every  little  village  ! 
If  arrested,  there  will  be  oiganizations  formed  to  rescue  him,  and 
you  may  as  well  let  the  "  m'gger "  go  free  at  once.  You  are 
opening  up  the  greatest  scheme  of  emancipation  ever  devised. 

Mr.  BACKUS  : — I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Obth  by  the  substitution  of  the  following : 

"  And  the  acceptance  of  such  payment  shall  preclude  the  owner  from 
fbrther  claim  to  said  fugitive." 

It  is  claimed  that  this  is  a  scheme  of  emancipation.  It  is 
nothing  of  the  sort.  It  is  not  intended  that  the  owner  shall  be 
obliged  to  accept  compensation  for  his  slave.  That  is  left  optional 
with  him.  He  may  take  it  or  not  as  he  likes.  The  eflfect  of  ac- 
cepting compensation  would  be  just  the  same  as  if  he  sold  his 
slave  to  the  North.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  raises  a 
curious  objection ;  that  the  owner  does  not  receive  a  full  com- 
pensation because  he  pays  a  portion  of  it  himself.  Well,  I  sup- 
pose the  owner  would  pay  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-millionth 
part  of  the  price  I  Does  not  the  same  objection  lay  against  tho 
payment  of  any  tax  whatever  ?  It  is  asked,  Does  this  payment 
transfer  the  legal  title  to  the  slave  ?  Well,  it  probably  goes  to 
the  party  who  pays  for  it.  If  the  payment  is  made  in  a  free 
State,  where  slavery  is  not  tolerated,  the  title  would  not  pass  at 
alL  I  submit  to  our  friends  from  the  South,  whether  they  wish 
to  have  the  Government  become  a  slave-trader,  to  set  it  up  as  a 
huckster  of  slaves  in  the  shambles.  My  amendment  imposes  the 
responsibility  upon  Congress.  I  have  no  doubt  Congress  will 
legislate  properly  upon  the  subject. 

Now  let  me  say  one  word  to  gentlemen,  friends  of  the  South, 
in  all  kindness.  I  have  appreciated  your  position,  and  it  has 
influenced  my  action.  I  have  not  refused  to  give  you  any  reason- 
able guarantees,  and  I  shall  not  refuse  them.  Sut  I  submit  to 
you,  whether  it  is  in  good  taste  for  you  to  declare  that,  if  we  do 
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not  yield  all  these  little  points  to  yon,  the  Government  is  to  be 
broken  np  ;  that  that  is  the  only  alternative  ? 

Mr.  GTJTHEIE  : — I  hope  this  amendment  will  be  adopted. 
As  a  Southern  man,  I  declare  that  it  is  acceptable  to  me.  Let 
ns  adopt  it,  and  end  the  matter.     [Cries  of  "  Agreed."] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Missouri : — ^I  have  a  very  serious  objec- 
tion to  putting  any  bid  in  the  Constitution  to  induce  slaves  to  run 
away.  I  firmly  believe  that  if  this  amendment  should  ever  be- 
come a  part  of  the  Constitution,  it  would  lead  to  the  ultimate  ex- 
tinction of  slavery.  The  State  of  Missouri  is  surrounded  on  three 
sides  by  free  States.  When  one  of  our  slaves  escapes  and  crosses 
the  border,  he  finds  himself  at  once  among  a  people,  some  of 
whom  will  vindicate  his  freedom  with  their  lives.  I  am  willing 
to  leave  this  whole  subject  to  Congress.  Congress  will  not 
permit  the  owner  to  get  his  money,  and  also  retain  his  slave.  In 
the  name  of  God  I  ask  that  no  such  provision  may  be  put  into 
the  Constitution ! 

Mr.  MOREHEAD :— I  will  agree  to  this.  The  difference 
between  the  two  is  as  wide  as  the  poles. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment  as  amended, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ayes. — Ooanccticut,  Delaware,  lUinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Massa* 
clinsetts,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  Now  Hamp* 
shire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Vermont — 17. 

Noes. — Indiana,  Missouri,  and  Virginia — 3. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dent  and  Eoman,  of  Maryland, 
Stephens  and  Totten,  of  Tennessee,  dissented  from  the  votes  of 
heir  respective  States. 

Mr.  BRONSON  : — It  is  evident  under  the  rules,  as  they  now 
tand,  that  this  debate  is  not  to  close  within  a  month.  I  move  to 
mend  the  rules  as  follows : 

^*  Before  reaching  the  final  question  on  the  plan  to  he  suhmitted  to  Con- 
ress,  no  memher  shall  he  allowed  to  speak  more  than  three  minutes  on  any 
roposition." 

Mr.  SEDDON : — I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I  submit 
lat  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  not  in  or- 
)r. 
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Mr, GUTHRIE: — ^I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Guthbib  prevailed  without  a  division. 

Mr.  FIELD  : — ^I  move  to  add  an  additional  section  to  the  re- 
port, as  follows : 

BsoTiov  8.  The  Union  of  the  States  nnder  the  Constitation  is  indissolu- 
ble, and  no  State  can  secede  from  the  Union,  or  nnllify  an  act  of  Congress,  or 
absolve  its  citizens  from  their  paramonnt  obligation  of  obedience  to  the  Oca- 
stitntion  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

In  offering  this  amendment  as  an  additional  section,  I  propose 
very  briefly  to  state  the  reasons  for  its  adoption.  I  shall  not  an- 
ticipate any  of  the  objections  that  may  be  urged  against  it,  for, 
as  I  understand  the  rule,  I  shall  have  the  right  to  speak  in  reply. 
I  will  only  state  one  or  two  arguments  in  favor  of  the  article. 

We  have  been  discussing  the  means  of  removing  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  called  secession.  This  amendment  attacks  the 
disease  it8el£  The  doctrines  of  Calhoun,  originated  and  advo- 
cated by  him,  have  now  been  taken  up  by  his  followers,  who  are 
striking  at  the  very  foundation  of  our  Government.  The  doc- 
trine of  the  North  is,  that  no  State  can  secede  from  the  Union. 
This  amendment  asserts  that  doctrine.  Before  we  b^in  to 
amend,  we  ought  to  know  whether  we  have  any  Constitution  to 
amend.  The  people  of  my  section  wish  to  know  whether  we  can 
compel  obedience  of  a  State,  if  every  man  in  it  undertakes  to  re- 
fuse obedience.  They  believe  that  power  to  exist  in  the  Consti- 
tution now.  If  there  is  any  doubt  about  it,  they  wish  that  power 
distinctly  asserted. 

Mr.  £  WING : — I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  at 
present,  without  affecting  the  section  of  the  report  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  FIELD :— This  motion  is  debatable. 

Mr.  FEEUNGHUTSEN :— I  submit  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  is  not  an  amendment ;  that  it  is  an 
addition,  and  may  be  laid  on  the  table  without  affecting  the  re- 
mainder of  the  report 

Mr.  BKONSON : — ^We  have  now  gone  through  with  the  prop- 
ositions, and  are  ready  to  take  a  final  vote  upon  them.  Mr. 
Field's  amendment  is  properly  an  addition,  and  relates  entirely 
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to  other  subjects.  Laying  that  on  the  table  does  not  carry  the 
whole  subject  there. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ewmo  prevailed  by  the  following  vote : 
Ayes,  11 ;  Noes,  10.* 

Messrs.  MEBEDrm,  Wilkot,  and  Chase  dissented  from  the 
votes  of  their  respective  States. 

Mr.  FIELD : — ^I  now  oiBTer  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  Tth 
section. 

Mr.  BKONSON : — ^I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My  colleague 
has  proposed  this  amendment  as  an  additional  section,  and  it 
has  been  laid  upon  the  table.  He  now  proposes  to  put  ike  same 
thing  in  another  place.     That  is  certainly  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FIELD  : — I  now  offer  it  distinctly  as  an  amendment  to 
the  7th  section,  to  avoid  the  quibbling  by  which  a  direct  vote  was 
avoided  before.  It  may  as  well  be  understood  that  other  than 
slave  States  have  certain  rights  upon  this  floor,  and  that  those 
rights  will  be  asserted.  I  wish  gentlemen  to  understand  that  I 
shall  resist,  as  well  as  I  may,  every  attempt  to  avoid  or  dodge 
this  question. 

The  PKESIDENT :— In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  it  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  FIELD :— Then  I  offer  one-half  the  amendment  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  Union  of  the  States,  under  the  Constitution,  is  in- 
dissoluble." 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE :— Is  it  necessary  to  put  this  into  the  Con- 
stitution  ?  Does  not  the  gentleman  think  the  Constitution  pro- 
hibits secession  now }  If  so,  let  him  offer  a  resolution  to  that 
effect,  and  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mj.  dent  : — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  amendment 
is  not  germane  to  the  section. 

The  PKESIDENT :— That  is  entirely  a  matter  of  opinion. 
The  Chair  cannot  rule  out  an  amendment  on  that  ground. 

Mr.  FIELD : — If  gentlemen  will  give  us  a  square  vote  on  my 
proposition,  I  will  not  debate  it. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — I  believe  every  word  that  is  stated  in 

*  I  relied  upon  the  Journal  for  the  individaal  list  of  the  votes.  In  this 
respect  the  Jonmal  is  defective,  and  does  not  give  the  names  of  the  States 
voting.  My  minutes  show  that  the  vote  was  taken  bj  States  with  the  fore 
going  result. 
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that  proposition.  It  is  all  in  the  Constitution  now;  but  the 
South  thinks  differently,  and  this  is  one  of  the  great  obstruc- 
tions in  our  path.  There  is  not  a  man  here  who  does  not 
believe  that  this  provision  is  already  in  the  Constitution.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  we  shall  vote  at  once,  and  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  E WING : — The  amendment  proposed,  implies  the  exist- 
ence of  the  right  of  secession,  under  the  present  Constitution. 
I  do  not  believe  in  that,  and  shall  therefore  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  FIELD : — ^I  desire  to  obtain  a  clear  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion, and  not  have  it  pass  off  upon  any  technical  points.  I  will 
withdraw  my  amendment,  and  now  move  to  amend  the  7th  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it,  and  inserting  in  its  place  the 
following : 

**  No  State  shall  withdraw  from  the  Union  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
States,  giyen  ia  a  Convention  of  the  States,  convened  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
passed  bj  two-thirds  of  each  House  of  Congress." 

Mr.  GOODRICH :— I  do  not  quite  like  the  language  of  the 
amendment,  for  it  ipight  seem  to  give  the  implication  of  a  right 
to  secede.    I  move  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

^^  And  no  State  can  secede  from  the  Union,  or  nullify  an  act  of  Congress, 
or  ahsolve  its  citizens  from  their  paramount  ohligations  of  obedience  to  the 
Oonstitulaon  and  laws  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  North  Carolina :— There  is  no  objec- 
tion on  my  part  against  the  gentleman  from  New  York  taking 
any  course  he  pleases,  and  as  much  time  as  he  likes ;  but  I  should 
regret  extremely  to  have  this  amendment  adopted,  and  to  have 
the  Constitution  made  practically  to  assert  a  right  of  secession. 
I  have  denied  that  right  always  in  my  State,  in  public  and  in 
private.  I  am  aware  that  on  this  point  I  differ  from  the  gen- 
eral sentiment  of  the  South,  and  I  hold  there  is  no  right  of 
secession,  and  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government  no  right 
of  coercion.  I  claim  that  a  State  has  no  right  to  secede,  be- 
cause that  right  is  not  found  in  the  Constitution,  and  the  theory 
of  the  Constitution  is  against  it. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  think  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Good- 
EiCH  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FIELD : — ^As  suggested  by  a  friend,  I  will  modify  my 
motion,  and  state  it  in  this  way,  which  certainly  will  avoid  all 
these  objections : 
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"  It  is  declared  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  present  Consti 
tution,  that  the  Union  of  the  States  under  it  is  indissoluble." 

Mr.  CO  ALTER : — ^Does  the  gentleman  mean  this  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  entire  report  of  the  committee,  for  all  that  we 
have  hitherto  done  ? 

Mr.  FIELD :— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  CO  ALTER: — ^We  have  not  met  here  for  any  such  pur- 
pose as  that  indicated  in  the  present  amendment.  We  are  not 
here  to  discuss  the  question  of  secession.  We  are  here  because 
the  Border  States  are  alarmed  for  their  own  safety.  We  wish 
them  to  remain  in  the  Union.  The  purpose  of  our  consultations 
is  to  make  an  arrangement  under  which  they  can  stay  in  the 
Union.  If  we  do  not  confine  ourselves  to  that  purpose,  and 
leave  these  questions  alone,  our  differences  may  be  submitted  to  a 
greater  than  any  human  judge.  I  hope,  in  Heaven's  name,  they 
will  not  be  submitted  to  the  arbitrament  of  battle.  No  practical 
good  whatever  can  come  from  debating  this  amendment.  I 
move  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  but  if  that  motion  will  have  the 
effect  to  carry  tlie  whole  report  on  the  table,  I  will  not  make  it. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD : — I  shall  vote  against  this  amendment.  I 
believe  the  Constitution  is  endowed  with  sufficient  authority  to 
accomplish  its  own  preservation,  and  to  ccury  into  execution  its 
own  laws ;  and,  believing  so^  I  deny  the  right  of  secession,  but 
the  right  of  revolution  is  a  natural  right  possessed  by  every 
people.  They  may  revolutionize  their  governments  when  they 
become  oppressive.  The  Constitution  was  adopted  as  the  logical 
consequence  of  this  idea.  There  is  no  use  now  in  discussing  the 
abstract  question  of  secession.  We  must  treat  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  Gulf  States  as  a  revolution  in  fact  accomplished. 
We  must  meet  them  fairly.  I  vote  against  this  amendment,  and 
wish  to  stand  right  upon  the  record.  If  the  history  of.  this 
Convention  is  to  be  written,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  handed  down  to 
posterity  as  one  who  favors  the  right  of  secession,  which  I  believe 
to  be  a  radical  error. 

Mr.  WILMOT : — Pennsylvania  is  agreed  in  principle  upon 
the  doctrine  of  this  amendment.  I  believe  the  whole  North 
agrees  also  that  the  right  of  secession  cannot  be  conceded,  but 
my  colleagues  and  myself  differ  essentially  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  we  shall  make  our  doctrine  most  effective.    I  think  the 
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true  way  ib,  to  vote  for  this  plain  proposition,  and  not  vote 
against  it. 

Now,  all  the  North  agrees  that  there  is  no  right  under  the 
Constitution  to  interfere  with  slavery  where  it  exists.  No  one 
has  ever  asserted  such  right,  or  believed  in  it.  We  are  now 
asked  to  give  a  declaratory  provision  on  that  subject — ^to  give  it 
in  order  to  quiet  the  slave  States.  One  of  my  colleagues — ^Mr. 
Pollock — was  willing  to  give  that  declaratory  clause,  which  was 
necessary.  I  went  with  him  in  that ;  I  now  ask  him  to  go  with 
me,  not  against  a  mere  shadow,  but  against  what  is  the  doctrine 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the  slave  States ;  a  doctrine 
of  that  proportion  which  proposes  to  overthrow  the  Constitution 
of  the  country.  It  is  a  demoralizing  doctrine.  My  colleague 
proposes  to  vote  against  it.  Did  my  colleague  believe  that  any 
one  proposed  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States  ? 

Mr.  POLLOCK : — ^No,  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any  such 
intention  entertained  by  any  considerable  party.  But  there  was 
an  apprehension  upon  this  subject  in  the  slave  States,  caused  by 
the  action  of  a  few  radical  men  at  the  North.  I  was  willing  to 
vote  for  a  declaratory  resolution  to  quiet  that  apprehension. 

Mr.  WLLMOT: — This  amendment  points  to  something  more 
than  an  apprehension.  It  deals  with  an  existing  fact.  Seven 
States  have  already  gone  out  of  the  Union,  asi^rting  that  the 
principal  allegiance  of  their  people  is  to  the  State,  and  not  to 
the  General  Government.  I  think  it  high  time  that  the  Consti- 
tution was  made  unequivocal  upon  this  subject  of  secession. 

Mr.  PKICE : — ^I  occupy  even  a  few  minutes  of  time  with  much 
reluctance.  Time  is  precious  to  us — too  precious  to  be  used  in 
debate.  I  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  That  is  the  doctrine  of  my  State ;  but  I  believe  in  a  great 
many  other  things  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  insert  in  the  Con- 
stitution. We  came  here  to  treat  a  fact,  a  great  fact.  There  is  a 
Southern  Confederacy — there  is  a  President  Davis — ^there  is  a 
Government  organized  within  the  Union  hostile  to  the  United 
States.  I  came  here,  as  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  has  said,  to 
act  as  if  I  had  never  given  a  vote  or  united  with  a  political 
party.  I  say,  with  my  colleague,  that  when  the  country  is  in 
danger  my  political  robes  hang  loosely  upon  my  shoulders. 

There  is  an  element  in  this  Conference  wlich,  from  the  first 
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day  of  our  session,  has  opposed  any  action.  Its  policy  has  been 
to  distract  and  divide  our  counsels,  to  put  off  every  thing,  to  pre- 
vent all  action.  How  different  this  is  irom  what  I  expected  when 
I  came  here.  Shall  we  sit  here  debating  abstract  questions  when 
State  after  State  is  seceding?  I  hope  not.  I  trust  the  patriotic 
spirit  which  animates  a  majority  of  4his  Conference  will  to-day 
send  forth  a  proposition  which  will  restore  peace  to  the  country. 
We  all  agree  to  the  principle  contained  in  this  amendment ;  but 
if  we  adopt  it  and  make  it  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  we  could 
never,  under  it,  bring  back  the  seceded  States.  They  will  not 
admit  the  principle.  What  is  to  be  gained,  then,  by  adopting  it  ? 
Why  will  gentle. aen  insist  upon  propositions  which  will  nullify 
our  action  ?  New  Jersey  occupies  high  constitutional  ground. 
She  is  ready  to  do  any  thing  that  is  fair,  and  she  goes  for  these 
propositions  of  the  majority  because  they  are  fair.  She  will 
adopt  these,  and  I  believe  every  State  will  adopt  them — ^New 
York  as  quickly  as  any.  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  properly 
represents  the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  He  misrepresents 
them.  Let  us  act,  then,  promptly,  and  act  now.  Every  moment 
is  precious.  I  know  the  trembling  anxiety  with  which  the 
country  is  awaiting  our  action.  Do  not  let  us  sit  here  like  the 
great  Belshazzar  till  the  handwriting  appears  on  the  walL  Let 
us  set  our  faces  against  delay.  Let  us  put  down  with  an  indig- 
nant rebuke  every  attempt  to  demoralize  our  action  or  destroy 
its  effect. 

Mr.  BUCKIN'EK : — I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Field,  by  adding  the  following : 

^*  Bat  this  declaration  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  give  the  Federal 
Government  power  or  authority  to  coerce  or  to  make  war  directlj  or  indi- 
rectly upon  a  State,  on  account  of  a  failure  to  comply  with  its  obligations." 

Mr.  FKELIKGIIU  YSEN :— I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  withdraw  his  resolution.  The  view  of  this  Convention 
is  against  secession,  and  we  all  know  that  the  Unionjof  the  States 
under  the  Constitntion  is  indissoluble.  We  know  just  as  well 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  assert  this  principle  now.  It  is  not 
expedient  to  assert  it.  We  want  to  get  back  the  seceded  States. 
If  we  are  earnest  in  this,  is  it  best  to  call  them  traitors  ?  I  ask 
the  gentleman  whether  the  rejection  of  his  proposition  will  not 
tend  to  weaken  the  Government  and  the  Union  (  It  will  stand 
26 
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as  a  naked  vote  of  rejection ;  the  reasons  why  we  vote  against  it 
will  not  go  before  the  world. 

Mr.  BEONSON : — ^With  the  exception  of  a  few  minutes  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  a  few  nights  since,  I  have  not 
occupied  the  time  or  attention  of  the  Conference.  I  will  not 
now  occupy  but  a  few  minutes.  I  came  here  to  do  something. 
I  supposed  we  could  accomplish  something.  We  learned  veiy 
soon  after  our  arrival  here  that  my  colleague  was  opposed  to  any 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.  The  same  is  true  of  several  of 
my  colleagues ;  perhaps  a  majority  of  them  are  here  to  do  noth- 
ing. I  supposed  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  quiet  the 
coimtry.  Instead  of  that  an  amendment  is  now  oJBTered  asserting 
that  we  do  not  believe  in  the  right  of  secession,  that  we  do  believe 
that  these  States  which  have  seceded  have  done  wrong.  Suppose 
we  do  not  believe  in  secession,  what  relevai\pe  has  that  to  the 
present  subject?  Such  an  amendment  may  be  used  to  delay  or 
embarrass  our  action.  There  are  a  good  many  ways  to  defeat  the 
project,  a  good  many  ways  to  suppress  secession.  My  colleague 
looks  to  force  alone.  He  proposes  to  bring  back  the  seceded 
States  by  force.  I  contemplate  the  use  of  force  in  this  connection 
with  horror.    It  can  never  be  used  successfully. 

We  are  here  to  agree  upon  something  which  will  give  peace 
to  the  country.  Our  committee  has  submitted  a  report  which 
they  think  will  accomplish  that.  My  colleagues  are  skilful; 
they  know  how  many  ways  there  are  to  accomplish  their  pur- 
poses. One  way  to  defeat  any  action  here  is  by  making  long 
speeches,  by  loading  down  the  propositions  of  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  with  other  amendments,  which  will  make  the  whole 
thing  offensive  to  the  country. 

I  stand  here  for  my  country.  I  would  leave  i)olitic8  and  po- 
litical parties  in  the  bade  ground.  I  would  vote  for  nothing 
here  which  is  not  pertinent  to  the  Constitution,  and  which  will 
not  help  us  in  our  attempts  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  our 
fellow-citizens.  My  colleague  now  brings  forward  a  proposition 
which  may  be  true  in  itself,  but  it  is  not  pertinent  and  amounts 
to  nothing.  I  am  sorry  he  is  not  in  his  seat  to  hear  what  I  have 
to  say.  He  shot  his  arrow,  and,  I  understand,  has  left  for  New 
York.    , 

I  am  ready  to  vote  down  his  proposition.    I  wish  to  see  it 
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voted  down.  I  am  prepared  to  take  all  the  consequences  of 
voting  it  down,  here  and  elsewhere.  But  I  have  drawn  an 
amendment  myself  which  I  offer  in  lieu  of  his.  Permit  me  to 
read  it: 

"  While  we  do  not  recognize  the  oonstitational  right  of  any  State  to  se- 
cede from  the  Union,  we  are  deeply  impressed  hy  the  fact  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  not  maintained  by  force,  but  by  nnity  of  origin  and  interest,  inducing 
fraternal  feelings  between  the  people  of  different  sections  of  the  country;  and 
our  laborfi  have  been  directed  to  the  end  of  giving  a  new  assurance  to  our 
"brethren.  North,  South,  East,  and  West,  of  our  determination  to  stand  firmly 
by  all  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution." 

I  thiiik  we  can  vote  for  this  amendment  It  denies  the  right 
of  secession  as  explicitly  as  the  amendment  of  my  colleague. 
But  it  has  no  coercion  about  it,  and  it  asserts,  as  I  understand 
it,  the  true  principle  upon  which  our  Government  is  founded. 
I  offer  it  as  an  e]q)res8ion  of  my  own  views.  I  have  sat  here  for 
eight  or  ten  days  and  have  voted,  except  in  a  few  instances,  with 
the  delegation  from  my  own  State.  There  is  a  bare  majority  of 
that  delegation  against  the  propositions  of  the  committee.  That 
majority  ordinarily  casts  the  vote  of  our  State.  I  cannot  express 
my  views  by  my  votes,  and  for  that  reason  I  undertake  to  ex- 
press them  in  this  amendment. 

Mr.  KING : — Like  my  colleague,  I  have  taken  but  little  part 
in  the  discussions  in  this  Conference.  I  cannot  be  justly  charged 
with  having  occupied  time  unnece&sarily,  as  I  have  spoken  on 
but  one  occasion,  and  then  very  briefly.  I  would  not  speak  now 
if  I  did  not  sincerely  believe  this  amendment  to  be  eminently 
proper  for  the  consideration  of  this  body. 

Myself  and  the  majority  of  my  colleagues  differ  from  the 
majority  of  the  Conference.  That  difference  is  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  It  is  based  upon  principle.  If  we  consulted 
policy  only,  it  would  give  us  pleasure  to  yield  to  the  wishes  of 
the  majority.  But  our  first  duty  is  to  our  constituents,  and  we 
must  represent  their  opinions  here.  We  should  do  it  because 
our  opinions  coincide  with  theirs ;  and  it  was  because  we  enter- 
tained these  opinions  that  we  were  selected  to  represent  New 
York  in  this  body.  When  we  are  called  upon  to  vote,  we  shall 
vote  to  carry  out  those  opinions ;  and  even  when  we  differ  from 
some  of  our  colleagues,  we  are  entitled  to  the  same  consideration 
from  this  body  that  they  are.    We  do  not  intend  to  be  driven 
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from  our  position  by  threata  or  by  intimidation.  We  believe 
that  it  is  eminently  proper  for  this  Conference  to  express  its  de- 
cided convictions  npon  the  question  of  secession.  We  are  told 
here  that  secession  is  a  fact.  Then  let  ns  deal  with  it  as  such. 
I  go  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  passed  in  pursuance  of  the 
Constitution.  I  will  never  give  up  the  idea  that  this  is  a  Gov- 
ernment of  the  people,  and  possessing  within  itself  the  power  of 
enforcing  its  own  decrees.  This  I  shall  never  do.  This  Confer- 
ence could  jlerform  no  nobler  act  than  that  of  sending  to  the 
country  the  announcement  that  the  union  of  the  States  under 
the  Constitution  is  indissoluble,  and  that  secession  is  but  another 
term  for  rebellion. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  says  we  misrepresent  oup 
constituents.  How  does  he  know  that?  Who  gave  him  the 
right  to  place  himself  between  our  constituents  and  ourselves — ^to 
sit  in  judgment  upon  us  ?  He  will  find  that  statement  a  very 
adventurous  one.  I  should  know  something  about  New  York 
and  the  people  of  New  York.  I  have  lived  in  that  State  all  my 
life.  I  have  been  honored  by  the  confidence  and  support  of  my 
fellow-citizens.  Let  me  assure  the  gentleman  that  I  know  the 
people  of  that  State  far  better  than  he.  We  will  imdertake  to 
answer  to  our  constituents ;  let  him  answer  to  his. 

I  will  occupy  no  farther  time.  I  wish  to  live  in  peace  and 
harmony  with  our  brethren  in  the  slave  States.  But  I  wish  to 
put  upon  the  record  here  a  statement  of  the  fact  that  this  is  a 
Grovemment  of  the  people,  and  not  a  compact  of  States. 

Mr.  PALMER : — ^It  is  no  part  of  my  business  or  duty  to 
vindicate  the  motives  or  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  is  charged  by  one  of  his  colleagues  with  interposing 
his  amendment  only  for  the  purpose  of  delay.  But  that  amend- 
ment meets  my  approval,  and  will  have  my  support  without 
regard  to  such  imputations.  Of  what  consequence  are  the  gen- 
tleman's motives  to  us  if  his  motion  is  right  and  proper?  Are 
we  to  be  gravely  told  that  secession  and  treason  are  not  proper 
subjects  for  our  consideration  ?  To  be  told  this  when  every  mafl 
that  comes  to  us  from  the  South  is  loaded  with  both  these  crimes? 
Sir,  we  have  commenced  wrong.  The  first  thing  we  ought  to 
have  done  was  to  declare  that  these  were  crimes,  and  that  we 
would  not  n^otiate  with  those  who  denied  the  authority  of  the 
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byemment,  and  claimed  to  have  thrown  off  their  allegiance  to 
*  Far  better  would  it  be  for  the  country  if,  instead  of  debating 
16  question  of  slavery  in  reference  to  our  Territories,  we  had  set 
)  work  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  to  put 
own  the  treason  which  threatens  its  existence. 

•  You,  gentlemen  of  the  slave  States,  say  that  we  of  the  North 
se  fair  words,  that  we  promise  fairly,  but  you  insist  that  you 
dll  not  rely  upon  our  promises,  and  you  demand  our  bond  as 
scurity  that  we  will  keep  them.  I  return  the  statement  to  you 
rith  interest.  You,  gentlemen,  talk  fairly  also— give  us  your 
ond!  You  have  been  talking  fairly  for  the  last  dozen  or 
sventy  years,  and  yet  this  treason,  black  as  night,  has  been 
lotted  among  you,  and  twelve  years  ago  one  of  your  statesmen  ~ 
redicted  the  very  state  of  things  which  now  exists.  I  am  willing 
3  give  bonds,  but  I  want  our  action  in  this  respect  to  be 
dciprocaL  I  want  your  bond  against  secession,  and  I  ask  it 
ocause  seven  States  in  sympathy  with  you  have  undertaken  to 
Bt  up  an  independent  Government — have  placed  over  it  a 
lilitary  chieftain  who  asserts  that  we,  the  people  of  the  United 
Itates,  arc  foreigners,  and  must  be  treated  with  as  a  foreign 
ation. 

You  charged  John  Brown  with  treason.    You  convicted  and 

tecuted  him ;  and  yet  among  you  are  thousands  of  men  guilty 

f  treason,  beside  which  that  of  John  Brown  was  paltry  and 

[Significant     If  we  are  to  act  at  all,  gentlemen,  we  must  act 

pon  reciprocal  terms.    I  am  willing  to  make  every  reasonable 

mcession.    "Will  you  do  the  same?    Will  you,  gentlemen  of 

le  South,  declare  that  you  will  stand  by  the  Union,  and  brand 

cession  as  treasonable?    If  you  will,  you  must  vote  for  this 

aendment.  • 

Mr.  HOWARD : — I  am  sure  no  mem  »er  of  this  Conference 

uld  have  listened  to  the  remarks  of  the  two  gentlemen  who 

,ve  last  spoken  without  the  deepest  regret.    It  has  been  inti- 

ited  here  that  Maryland  will  secede  unless  she  secures  these 

Arantees.    I  do  not  know  whether  she  will  or  not.    I  know 

sre  is  danger  that  she  will. 

I  agree  that  there  is  no  right  of  secession.  I  think  that 
jession  is  revolution.  But  the  right  of  revolution  always 
Ists.    It  has  always  been  maintained  by  statesmen  North  and 
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South*  It  was  admitted  by  Webster  in  his  reply  to  Hatne.  I 
would  read  a  quotation  from  his  speech  if  time  was  not  so 
valuable. 

Yes,  gentlemen,  we  are  all  in  danger.  The  storm  is  raging ; 
Virginia  has  hxmg  her  flag  at  half-mast  as  a  signal  of  distress. 
K  Virginia  secedes  our  State  will  go  with  her,  hand  in  hand, 
with  Providence  as  our  guide.  This  is  not  intended  as  a  threat. 
GOD  forbid !  It  is  a  truth  which  we  cannot  and  ought  not  to 
conceal. 

Why  will  not  New  York  and  Massachusetts  for  once  be  mag- 
nanimous ?  Why  will  they  not  follow  the  glorious  example  of 
Ehode  Island  ?  If  they  will,  I  should  still  have  hope.  But  if 
those  two  great  States  are  against  us,  I  can  see  nothing  but  gloom 
in  the  future. 

Mr.  SMITH : — I  hope  the  true  state  of  the  question  will  not 
be  lost  sight  of.  The  first  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  gen^ 
tleman  from  Missouri,  to  amend  the  proposition  of  my  colleague. 
On  that  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  is  a  distinct  proposition,  and  inconsistent  with  that 
oflfered  by  Mr.  Field. 

The  PKESIDENT:— I  do  not  think  the  point  of  order  is 
well  taken. 

The  question  upon  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Buck- 
neb  was  then  taken  by  States,  with  the  following  result : 

Ayes. — ^Delaware,  Maryland,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  and  Yirginia — 6. 

Noes. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Bhode  laUnd, 
Tennessee,  Vermont^  and  Kansas — 15. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 
•  Mr.  BRONSON : — ^My  motion  is  now  in  order  as  an  amend* 
ment.     I   insist  that  the  question  should  be  taken  upon  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE : — Does  the  gentleman  propose  to  put  this 
into  the  Constitution?  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  publish  it  as 
his  speech,  I  will  agree  to  it. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Bkonson's  motion  was 
taken  vvva  voce^  and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  PRESIDENT:  — The  question  now  recurs  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York — ^Mr. 
Field. 
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Mr.  RIVES: — I  hope  the  Gonferenoe  will  pardon  me  for 
saying  a  few  words  npon  this  motion.  I  feel  so  sensibly  the 
gravity  of  the  conseqnenoes  involved  in  the  result  of  this  vote, 
that  I  ask  for  a  few  minutes  only  in  which  to  beseech  the  Con- 
ference not  to  act  now  upon  a  mere  abstraction. 

Gentlemen,  what  have  we  come  here  fort  We  have oome  at 
a  time  when  the  Government  of  our  country  is  in  great  peril ; 
and  after  a  long  session  of  diligent  labor,  and  when  we  are  just 
upon  the  point  of  arriving  at  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  our 
differences,  we  have  these  abstract  questions  thrust  upon  us. 
They  do  not  belong  here.  They  ought  not  to  be  considered  here. 
They  would  better  befit  a  debating  society  than  an  assembly  of 
statesmen  met  to  consider  constitutional  questions.  The  gentle- 
man (Governor  Kdig)  of  Xew  York  announces  his  theory  that 
this  is  a  Government  of  the  people  and  not  a  compact  of  the 
States.  While  I  should  agree  with  him  upon  his  conclusions, 
we  should  differ  widely  as  to  the  premises  from  which  they  are 
derived.  It  is  a  compact.  All  the  authcM-ities  say  so ;  and  like 
any  other  compact,  it  is  one  from  which  each  independent  party 
may  withdraw. 

Xow,  what  is  this  proposed  amendment  but  an  abstraction  t 
In  theory,  the  union  of  the  States  under  the  Constitution  is  in- 
dissoluble. But  how  is  it  in  fact  ?  It  is  now  a  fact  that  the 
Union  is  disrupted,  is  dissolved,  because  certain  of  the  States 
composing  it  have  withdrawn.  But  this  is  no  time  to  discuss 
these  questions.  While  we  are  talking  about  abstractions,  we 
are  wasting  our  time.  I  do  not  propose  to  enlarge  upon  the 
observations  I  have  already  submitted.  But  I  beseech  you,  one 
and  all,  recognizing  every  member  of  the  Conference  as  a  brother 
of  a  common  family,  that  now,  after  the  labor  of  three  weeks, 
and  upon  the  very  verge  of  adjustment,  you  should  not  destroy 
all  we  have  done  by  interposing  questions  of  this  kind.  Do  not 
let  us  be  seen  engaged  in  the  idle  labor  of  Sisyphus.  Do  not  let 
us  now,  just  as  we  are  about  placing  on  the  top  of  the  mountain 
the  block  of  constitutional  adjustment,  suffer  that  block  to  re- 
bound. Dismiss  the  amendment  with,  I  pray  you  earnestly,  all 
questions  of  this  sort,  and  let  us  proceed  to  the  practical  matters 
involved  in  the  report,  and  its  adoption. 

Mr.  NOTES : — K  my  colleague  who  offered  this  amend- 
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ment,  was  not  at  this  time  absent,  I  should  not  address  the 
Conference  at  all.  I  should  like,  however,  to  know  what  possible 
dangerous  consequence  we  may  anticipate  from  the  adoption  of 
this  clause.  Whether  this  Union  is  a  compact  of  the  States  or 
a  Government  of  the  people,  is  equally  unimportant  in  this  con- 
nection. In  either  case  it  is  not  to  be  broken  up  at  pleasure. 
If  it  is  claimed  either  that  the  right  exists  already — if  it  is  ap- 
prehended that  the  people  themselves  may  assert  the  right  to 
overthrow  the  Constitution  and  destroy  the  Government  at  pleas- 
ure— we  should  not,  by  all  means,  pass  this  amendment. 

The  slave  power  has  now  had  possession  of  the  Government 
in  all  for  more  than  fifty  years.  A  President  has  been  elected 
belonging  to  the  opposing  party.  For  that  cause  alone,  and 
without  claiming  or  assigning  any  other,  the  slave  States,  under 
the  powerftd  protection  of  Virginia,  have  come  here  for  guaran- 
tees. We  are  told,  over  and  over  again,  that  seven  States  have 
left  the  Union.  There  is  a  fact  with  which  we  have  to  deal. 
On  our  side,  we  are  merely  dealing  with  apprehensions.  If  you 
have  a  right  to  guarantees  to  quiet  your  apprehensions,  have  we 
not  a  right  to  insist  that  secession  shall  be  put  down  and  con- 
demned by  an  explicit  clause  of  the  Constitution?  It  is  this 
claim  of  the  right  of  secession  which  has  brought  aU  the  trouble 
upon  the  country.  We  are  right  in  our  claim  that  it  should  be 
dealt  with  in  this  Conference.  If  we,  as  delegates,  should  prove 
faithless  to  our  trust,  should  yield  you  all  the  guarantees  yon 
ask,  and  should  insist  upon  nothing  on  our  side,  such  action 
would  not  avail  you  any  thing. 

The  North  and  the  people  of  the  North  must  be  satisfied 
upon  this  point.  Much  has  been  said  here  about  the  right  of 
revolution.  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  that  right.  At  aU  events 
that  is  not  a  right  which  depends  upon  the  Constitution,  or  grows 
out  of  it.  If  it  exists  at  all,  it  is  higher  than,  and  above  all  Con- 
stitutions. The  statement  in  this  amendment  does  not  contro- 
vert the  right  of  revolution.  It  is  simply  a  statement  that  the 
Union  of  the  States^  under  the  ConstiPuiion^  is  indissolvhle.  I 
regard  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  as  both  expedient  and  es- 
sential. 

Mr.  TURNER,  of  Illinois : — I  do  not  think  this  amendment 
very  important  either  way.    K  this  is  intended  as  a  mere  declara- 
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tion  of  the  purposes  of  the  Constitntioii,  it  may  bo  well  enough. 
But  will  the  assertion  that  such  is  the  purpose  of  the  Consti- 
tution preserve  that  instrument  and  the  Government  under  it ! 
No,  sir.  We  may  call  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep ;  but  the 
question  is,  wiU  they  come  ? 

If  the  right  of  secession  exists  at  all,  it  is  not  confined  to  the 
South.  If  it  is  conceded  at  all,  it  must  be  conceded  in  much 
broader  terms — in  terms  that  are  common  to  all  the  States. 
This  amendment  secures  to  the  States  no  practical  benefit.  I 
protest  against  being  bound  to  harmonize  on  all  abstract  ques- 
tions. This  is  an  abstraction.  Gentlemen  schooled  in  deduction 
could  spend  weeks  in  argument  over  it. 

The  vote  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Field,  and  resulted  as  follows : 

Aye3. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Moino,  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 10. 

Noes. — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia—ll. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — I  now  submit  that  we  ought  to  take  the 
vote  on  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut. I  trust  we  are  through  with  speeches,  and  hope  we  shall 
now  get  to  some  result.  We  may  as  well  vote  upon  all  these 
propositions  within  the  next  hour. 

Mr.  SOMES  : — I  desire  to  move  an  amendment  by  adding 
the  following,  to  be  numbered 

Section  8.  "  That  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press,  shall  not  be 
abridged ;  but  that  the  people  of  any  Territory  of  the  United  States  shall  bo 
left  perfectly  free  to  discuss  the  subject  of  slavery." 

Mr.  BRONSON : — I  move  to  lay  that  amendment  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SOMES  :— Is  not  that  motion  debatable  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  :— It  is  not  debatable. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Somes  upon 
the  table,  prevailed  by  the  following  vote : 

Ayes. — Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey, 
North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island^  Tennessee,  Virginia,  and 
Kansas — 13. 

Noes. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Mwne,  and  Vermont — 5. 
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ThoB  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
Mr.  VAOT)E  VER :— I  move  to  amend  the  report  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  following  section : 

"  The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  shall  remain  free  to  the  people  of 
each  and  all  the  States ;  and  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  protection 
of  oommerce  on  said  river  against  all  interference,  foreign  or  domestic.*' 

The  importance  of  this  proposition  can  be  seen  at  once. 
It  is  one  in  which  the  whole  country  is  interested,  especially 
that  portion  of  it  in  which  I  reside,  which  is  drained  by  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri.  On  this  subject 
we  have  our  apprehensions,  and  they  are  better  founded,  too,  than 
any  which  I  have  heard  from  the  South.  We  believe  that  our  right 
to  the  navigation  of  this  great  national  highway  is  imperilled.  I 
submit  whether  we  are  to  be  cavalierly  treated  in  this  matter,  and 
whether  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  is  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table?  We  may  at  all  events,  with  perfect  propriety,  go  this  far, 
and  make  it,  under  the  Constitution,  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pro- 
tect the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  by  law.  We 
want  it  understood  that  the  navigation  of  that  river  should  be 
free  and  unobstructed,  and  that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged 
to  enforce  that  right.  Henry  Clay  once  stated  that  nothing 
upon  earth  could  induce  him  to  agree  to  any  thing  that  should 
impede  the  free  navigation  of  that  river,  I  assert  and  repeat 
his  declaration.  We  of  the  Northwest  ask  that  this  right  should 
be  guaranteed  to  us. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD : — I  am  as  anxious  for  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  River  as  the  gentleman.  I  wish  simply  to  say 
that  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  people  of  Iowa,  and  of  other 
States  bounded  by  this  river,  to  protect  that  right  of  navigation. 
But  the  amendment  is  not  germane  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee.    I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cbisfield  prevailed  by  the  following 
vote : 

Ates. — ^Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey, 
North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennes- 
see, Vermont,  and  Virginia — 14. 

Noes, — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York 
—6. 

So  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  BALDWIN : — ^I  move  that  my  BubBtitnte  be  taken  up, 
and  ask  that  it  may  be  read. 
It  was  read  as  follows : 

Whereas  nnhappj  differences  exist,  which  have  alienated  from  each  other  * 
portions  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  sach  an  extent  as  seriooslj  to 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  nation  and  impair  the  regular  and  efiScient  action  of 
the  Government  within  the  sphere  of  its  constitutional  powers  and  duties; 

And  whereas,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  has  made  applica- 
tion to  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  for  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States; 

And  whereas,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  other  States 
that  amendments  to  the  Constitution  are,  or  may  become,  necessary  to  secure 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  of  every  section,  the  full  and  equal  eijoy- 
ment  of  their  riglits  and  liberties,  sq  for  as  the  same  may  depend  for  their  se- 
curity and  protection  on  the  powers  granted  to  or  withheld  from  the  General 
Government  in  pursuance  of  the  national  purposes  for  which  it  was  ordained 
and  establislied : 

This  Convention  does  therefore  recommend  to  the  several  States  to  unite 
with  Kentucky  in  her  application  to  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  for  propos- 
ing amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  or  to  Conventions  therein,  for  ratifica- 
tion, as  the  one  or  tLe  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  Con- 
gress, in  accordance  with  the  provision  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution. 

I  propose  to  avail  myself  of  the  privilege  of  a  short  reply  to 
the  arguments  against  my  proposition  ;  and  in  order  that  I  may 
occupy  as  little  time  as  possible,  I  have  reduced  my  reply  to 
writing.  At  the  risk  of  repeating  some  of  the  remarks  I  made  at 
the  opening  of  the  discussion,  I  wish  to  recur  to  the  facts  on 
which  my  report  is  based. 

The  resolution  which  I  have  moved  to  substitute,  recom- 
mends to  the  several  States  to  unite  with  Kentucky  in  her  appli- 
cation for  the  calling  of  a  Convention  for  proposing  amendments 
to  the  Constitution. 

On  the  28th  day  of  January,  seven  days  before  the  assembling 
of  this  Conference  Convention,  tlie  Governor  of  Kentucky  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  joint  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  Commonwealth,  ''  recommend- 
ing a  call  for  a  Convention  of  the  United  States,"  with  a  request 
that  the  President  would  lay  the  same  before  Congress ;  and  on 
the  5th  of  February,  the  day  after  the  assembling  of  this  Conven- 
tion, they  were,  by  a  special  message  of  the  President,  commimi- 
<  cated  to  Congress,  with  the  expression  of  great  satisfaction  in  the 
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performance  of  that  duty,  and  of  confidence  that  Congress  would 
bestow  upon  those  resolutions  the  careful  consideration  due  to  the 
distinguished  and  patriotic  source  from  which  they  proceeded,  as 
well  as  to  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  which  they  involve. 
The  resolution  requesting  the  call  of  a  Convention  I  have  already 
read  to  the  Conference. 

There  ar^  sir,  but  two  modes  provided  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  for  altering  the  fundamental  law  of  their  Govern- 
ment, both  of  which  are  specified  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution : 

1.  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  hoth  houses  shall  deem  it  neceuary^ 
shun  PROPOSE  amendments  to  the  Constitntion ;  or, 

2.  On  the  application  of  the  Legislatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  several 
States,  shall  call  a  Convention  for  pboposinq  amendments,  which,  in  either 
case,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of  the  Constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tores,  or  by  Conventions  in  three-fourths  of  the  States. 

The  first  mode  is  recommended  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  expectation  that  Congress,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
bol3i  houses,  will  propose,  on  the  request  of  this  Convention,  for 
ratification  by  the  States,  the  several  amendments  they  have  re- 
ported. 

The  second  mode  is  the  one  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky,  and  which,  in  accordance  therewith,  I  have  moved  to 
substitute  for  the  reconmiendation  of  the  committee. 

There  are  now  but  few  days  remaining  before  the  termination 
of  the  functions  of  the  present  Congress.  If  it  were  within  the 
fiair  scope  and  interest  of  the  constitutional  provision  that  Con- 
gress should  act,  in  the  proposing  of  amendments,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  tliis  Conference  Convention,  no  one,  I  think,  can 
reasonably  expect  them  to  consider  and  deliberately  act  on  such 
recommendation  during  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  present 
Congress.  Other  questions,  of  engrossing  interest,  now  pending 
before  them,  and  the  acts  of  necessary  legislation  at  the  close  of 
the  session,  will  prevent  it.  It  must,  therefore,  go  over  to  the 
next  Congress.  Assuming  that  during  the  term  of  that  Congress 
the  amendments  recommended  by  this  Convention  sliall,  by  two- 
ihirds  of  both  houses,  be  deemed  necessary^  and  be  proposed  to  the 
States  for  ratification ;  there  would  probably  lie  no  earlier  final  ac- 
tion by  the  requisite  number  of  States,  than  in  the  mode  propos- 
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ed  by  Kentucky,  and  recommended  by  the  resolution  which  1 
have  moved  to  substitute  for  the  mode  of  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee.  But  the  great  objection,  in  my  mind,  to  the 
mode  of  amendment  contemplated  by  the  majority  report,  is  that 
it  is  not  in  accordance  with  either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution.  The  people  of  the  United  States  intended,  when 
they  adopted  the  Constitution  under  which  we  have  for  more 
than  seventy  years  enjoyed  a  higher  degreeof  prosperity  than  has 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  people,  that  it  should  remain  in  full 
force  and  unchanged,  except  in  one  of  the  two  modes  prescribed 
in  that  sacred  instrument  for  its  own  amendment. 

It  is  a  Constitution  which  binds  the  people  of  every  State,  as 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  until  it  can  be  changed  by  the  action, 
in  the  first  instance,  of  those  who  are  9wom  to  support  it.  No 
amendments  can,  consistently  with  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  he  ^proposed  by  Congress,  unless  two-thirds  of  both 
houses,  acting  imder  the  responsibility  of  their  official  oaths, 
shall  "  deem  them  neces8a/ry,^^  No  interference  jr  pressure  by 
any  extraneous  body  unknown  to  the  Constitution,  was  contem- 
plated, or  can  be  allowed  with  safety  to  the  people,  to  impair 
the  exercise  of  this  function  imder  all  the  responsibilities  and  of- 
ficial sanctions  that  properly  appertain  to  it.  The  judgment  of 
two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  Congress  in  regard  to  the  necessity 
of  the  amendments,  must  precede  their  proposal  to  the  States  for 
ratification. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  its  sphere  of  duties, 
is  supreme.  The  State  Governments,  when  they  consented  to  its 
formation  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  surrendered  so  much 
of  their  separate  sovereignties  as  was  essential  to  its  strength  and 
efficiency.  To  that  extent  we  became  one  people.  This  Gov- 
ernment, for  all  national  purposes,  took  the  place  of  the  State 
Governments,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  paramount  allegiance  as 
to  the  duty  of  protection  of  the  people  of  every  State  in  the  en- 
joyment of  all  their  federal  rights.  It  spowers  can  neither  be  en- 
larged nor  diminished,  except  in  the  constitutional  mode,  without 
violating  the  rights  of  the  States  as  well  as  of  the  people. 

Any  attempt  from  without,  by  combinations  and  associations 
not  responsible  to  the  people,  to  coerce  or  overawe  Congress,  or 
in  any  way  to  impair  the  firee  and  deliberate  exercise  of  its  judg- 
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ment  in  propadng  amendmentB  "  as  deemed  necesaaryi^^  by  Con- 
gress, is  a  palpable  violation  of  the  privileges  of  the  people.  They 
elected  the  members  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  with  the 
intention  that  they  should  freely  and  deliberately,  under  their 
official  oaths,  propose  amendments,  or  not,  to  the  Constitution, 
as  they  might  deem  necessary^  and  not  at  the  dictation  of  States 
even^  who  cannot  themselves  propose  amendments,  but  can  only 
require  of  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  of  all  the  /States  for  that 
purpose.  Much  less  can  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the 
Legislatures,  or  the  Executive  of  a  part  only  of  the  States — a 
body  unknown  to,  and  unauthorized  by,  the  Constitution — as- 
sume to  exercise,  or  dictate  to  Congress  the  exercise  of  this  high 
prerogative. 

We  do  not  represent  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This 
Government,  for  every  purpose  for  which  it  was  established,  is  a 
separate,  and  in  some  sense  a  foreign  government  to  the  States. 
It  operates  directly  on  the  people,  and  is  itself  their  true  protector 
in  ell  their  Federal  rights. 

Any  number  of  States,  less  than  two-thirds,  have  no  more 
right  to  call  into  action  the  power  of  Congress  either  to  call  a 
Convention,  or  to  propose  amendments,  than  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  their  Legislatues  in  their  private  capacities ;  and  Congress 
might  as  well,  and  probably  would,  treat  our  interference  with 
their  official  duties  as  an  usurpation  /  as  much  so  as  if  we  should 
seek  to  interfere  with  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  Legislatures 
of  Virginia  or  Massachusetts.  And,  sir,  I  cannot  but  r^ard  it^ 
so  Seo*  as  the  free  action  of  Congress  should  be  influenced  by  the 
recommendations  of  this  body,  as  in  the  nature  of  a  revohUianary 
proceeding  for  which  there  is  no  sufficient  cause  or  justification. 
Sir,  all  the  States  are  not  here  represented.  All  have  not  even 
had  an  opportunity  to  be  here.  And  yet  we  are  endeavoring  to 
influence  the  action  of  Congress  in  a  manner  which  may  deeply 
aflfect  their  interests.  If,  under  any  circumstances,  a  body  so 
convened,  would  have  a  right  to  act  upon  Congress,  by  the  ex- 
pression of  our  opinions  as  a  Convention  of  States,  ought  not  all 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  our  deliberations  ?  Most 
certainly  they  ought. 

But  it  is  said  some  of  the  States  are  threatening  to  secede 
fix)m  the  Union ;  others  have  seceded,  and  must  be  induced  to 
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come  back,  by  the  speedy  action  of  Congress  on  the  amendments 
recommended  by  the  committee.  Does  the  Constitution  author- 
ize amendments  nnder  such  circumstances,  with  leas  ca/te  and 
deliberation  than  in  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity  ? 

This  Government,  sir,  cannot  recognize  the  fact  that  StaUs 
have  seceded.  It  is  not  a  Government  over  States^  but  over  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  irrespective  of  the  State  in  which 
they  live.  This  Government,  and  not  the  States,  protects  them 
in  their  Federal  rights,  and  requires  allegiance  and  obedience 
from  the  people  in  every  State,  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  any  thing  in 
the  laws  or  ordinances  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. It  is  the  people  and  not  the  States  that  are  governed  by  that 
law,  within  the  sphere  of  its  constitutional  operation. 

I  have  said  that  the  course  proposed  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee  is,  in  my  judgment,  not  only  against  the  letter,  but 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  The  State  of  Kentucky,  ever  pa- 
triotic and  conservative,  must  have  so  regarded  it,  when,  instead 
of  asking  Congress  to  propose  the  amendments  they  desired,  they 
requested  their  sister  States  to  unite  with  them  in  an  application 
in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  to  Congress  to  call  a 
Convention  for  that  purpose. 

Our  fathers,  who  framed  that  Constitution,  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  who  ratified  it,  set  it  forth  in  the  preamble  as 
their  first  great  purpose  "to  form  a  more  perfect  Union."  They 
intended  to  establish  thereby  a  Government  of  perpetual  obliga- 
tion and  of  self-sustaining  vigor.  They  did  not  contemplate  the 
necessity  of  amendments  for  any  other  causes  than  such  as,  after 
calm,  deliberate,  undisturbed  consideration  should  be  judged 
necessary.  They  did  not  intend  that  it  should  be  exposed  to  the 
danger  of  hasty  action  under  the  influence  of  excited  passions  or 
timid  and  groundless  apprehension.  They  would  not  trust  the 
entire  people  even  with  the  right  of  amendment,  except  in  the 
mode  prescribed,  with  all  the  delays  incident  to  that  mode ;  and 
then  only  by  the  action,  in  every  stage  of  the  proceeding,  of  per- 
sons bound  by  solemn  oath  to  support  it. 

The  Constitution,  in  prescribing  the  modes  of  proposing 
amendments,  endeavored  to  provide  against  irregular  combina- 
tion of  a  part  only  of  the  States  to  eflfect  them.    Hence  it  pro- 
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hibited  all  agreements  or  compacts  between  the  States ;  and  it 
made  no  provision  for  the  recognition  of  any  action  by  a  con- 
vention, except  when  called  on  the  recommendation  of  two-thirds 
of  the  States  applying  to  Congress,  by  separate  action  of  their 
Legislatures,  for  that  pnrpose. 

Any  interference  with  the  duty  of  Congress  by  such  a  body 
as  we  are,  representing  only  a  portion  of  the  States  in  any  form, 
and  some  of  us  only  the  executives  of  the  States  from  which  we  come, 
would  be  as  much  at  variance  with  the  Constitution  as  with  the 
counsel  of  that  illustrious  American — ^I  will  not  say  Virginian — 
for  Washington  belonged  to  his  whole  country — ^in  the  Farewell 
Address  which  he  dedicated  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
on  his  retirement  from  the  public  service,  and  which  ought  to  be 
cherished  in  the  heart  of  every  patriot.  In  addition  to  what  I 
have  already  read  from  that  address  let  me  read  this  passage : 

<'  All  obstmctions  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  all  comlinatioM  and  (Um* 
eiatians^  under  whatever  plausible  character,  with  the  realdengn  to  direct^  eon» 
trol^  eounteracty  or  awe  the  regular  deliberation  and  action  of  the  constituted 
authorities^  are  destructiye  to  this  fundamental  rule,  and  of  fatal  tendency.^' 

Let  me  read  it  again.  "  All  obstructions,"  &c.  "  All  combina 
tions,"  &c. 

This  address  is  replete  with  words  of  true  wisdom.  Let  ua 
heed  them ;  for  they  are  eminently  adapted  to  the  present  occa- 
sion. There  is  no  exigency  which  should  be  allowed  to  overawe 
Congress  in  the  performance  of  its  constitutional  duties.  No 
State  intervention,  no  combination  or  association  of  representa* 
lives  of  States  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  Constitution,  can  be 
recognized  as  authoritative  by  those  to  whom,  on  their  own  respon* 
sibility,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  conferred  their  na- 
tional interests  and  the  guardianship  of  their  fundamental  law. 
"  We  owe,"  in  the  language  of  the  illustrious  statesman  of  Ken- 
tucky, '^  a  paramount  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States — a  subordinate  one  to  our  State." 

Sir,  while  I  am  willing  to  perform  all  my  constitutional  du- 
ties— all  my  fraternal  duties  toward  the  people  of  every  section 
of  our  common  country,  I,  for  one,  feel  bound  to  abstain  from 
any  encroachment  on  the  duties  which  the  Constitution  of  my 
country  has  delegated  to  others  to  be  performed,  in  the  modes, 
and  with  the  responsibilities,  which  the  people  for  their  own  se- 
curity have  deemed  it  proper  to  prescribe. 
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With  these  opinions,  I  ahonld  be  nnfaithful  to  my  own  con- 
victions of  duty,  and  recreant  to  the  trust  which  has  devolved  on 
me  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  by  inheritance  from  an 
ancestor  who  took  a  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention 
which  framed  our  Constitution,  and  to  whose  public  services, 
you,  sir,  so  kindly  alluded  at  the  opening  of  the  Conference,  were 
I  to  unite  with  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  urging  upon 
Congress  the  amendments  they  have  proposed. 

J]ntertaining  as  I  do  for  the  members  of  the  conmiittee  who 
have  concurred  in  that  report  a  profound  respect,  it  has  been 
with  a  feeling  of  unaffected  diffidence  and  self-distrust  that  I  have 
ventured  to  express  my  sentiments  on  this  occasion.  But  as  I 
must  act  on  my  own  convictions  of  duty,  which  are  in  harmony 
with  those  of  my  associates  from  Connecticut,  so  far  as  in  the 
brief  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  report  was  submitted 
I  have  had  opportunity  to  ascertain  them,  I  felt  bound  to  make 
known  to  the  Convention  the  reasons  which  will  govern  my 
action.* 

The  vote  was  then  taken  by  States  on  the  substitute  proposed 
by  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  the  substitute  was  rejected  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes. — Connecticnt,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  MassaolixiBetts,  New  York, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont— 8. 

Noes. — Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missonri,  New  Jersey, 
North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  and 
Kansas — 13. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  disagreed  to  the  vote  of  their  re- 
spective States :  * 

Mr.  Beonson,  of  New  York ;  Mr.  Gbangek,  of  New  York ; 
Mr.  Dodge,  of  New  York ;  Mr.  Cobning,  of  ^ew  York ;  Mr. 
Oeth,  of  Indiana ;  Mr.  Hjlokleman,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  SEDDON : — ^I  snppose  it  is  now  in  order  for  me  to  move 
my  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  TUCK : — I  also  have  a  substitute  to  offer.  I  shall  not 
discuss  it. 

*  The  closing  remarks  of  Mr.  Baldwih  were  committed  to  writing.  I  am  able 
through  the  kindness  of  a  member  of  his  family  to  avail  myself  of  a  copy. 
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Mr.  SEDDON : — ^The  Bnbstitute  which  I  propose  embodies 
the  Crtttendkn  resolutions,  with  the  modificatioiis  suggested  by 
Virginia.  These  are  principally  confined  to  the  first  section, 
which  is  made  to  apply  to  our  future  as  well  as  our  present  ter- 
ritory. I  have  modified  the  form  of  the  substitute  in  several 
particulars,  and  now  offer  it  without  farther  introduction.  These 
are  the  amendments  which  I  imderstand  the  delegation  from 
Virginia  is  instructed  to  insist  upon : 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS 

FB0P08IKO  OEBTAIN  AMENDMENTS  TO  THB  OONSTXTTTnON  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Whereas,  serious  and  alarming  dissensions  have  arisen  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  States,  concerning  the  rights  and  seooritj  of  the 
rights  of  the  slaveholding  States,  and  especially  their  rights  in  the  common 
territory  of  the  United  States;  and  whereas,  it  is  eminentlj  desirable  and 
proper  that  those  dissensions,  which  now  threaten  ihe  very  existence  of  this 
Union,  should  be  permanently  quieted  and  settled  by  constitutional  provis- 
ions, which  shall  do  equal  justice  to  all  sections,  and  thereby  restore  to  the 
people  that  peace  and  good  will  which  ought  to  prevail  between  all  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States :  therefore, 

JSesohed^  by  this  Convention,  that  the  following  articles  are  hereby  ap- 
proved and  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  with  the  request 
that  they  may,  by  the  requisite  constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds,  be 
reconmiended  to  the  respective  States  of  the  Union,  to  be,  when  ratified  by 
eonventions  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  valid  and  operative  as  amend- 
ments of  the  Constitution  of  the  Union. 

Abtiole  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held  or  hereafter 
Acquired,  situate  north  of  latitude  86**  80',  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude, 
except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  is  prohibited,  while  such  territory  shall 
remain  under  territorial  government.  In  all  the  territory  now  or  hereafter 
acquired  south  of  said  line  of  latitude,  slavery  of  the  African  race  is  hereby 
recognized  ^  existing,  and  shall  not  be  interfered  with  by  Congress;  but 
shall  be  protected  as  property  by  all  the  departments  of  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment during  its  continuance ;  and  when  any  territory,  north  or  south  of 
said  line,  within  suck  boundaries  as  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  the 
population  requisite  for  a  member  of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  federal 
ratio  of  representation  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  it  shall,  if  its  form 
of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  constitution  of  such 
new  State  may  provide. 

Abtiole  2.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  places 
under  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  situate  within  the  limits  of  States  that 
permifthe  holding  of  slaves. 

Abtiole  8.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
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District  of  Oohimbia,  ao  long  as  it  exists  in  the  adjoining  States  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  or  either,  nor  without  the  consent  of  the  free  white  inhabit- 
ants, nor  without  jnst  compensation  first  made  to  snoh  owners  of  slayes  as 
do  not  consent  to  such  abolishment.  Nor  shall  Oongress  at  any  time  pro- 
hibit officers  of  the  Federal  Government  or  members  of  Congress,  whose 
duties  require  them  to  be  in  said  District,  from  bringing  with  them  their 
slaves  and  holding  them,  as  such,  during  the  time  their  duties  may  require 
them  to  remdn  there,  and  afterwards  taking  them  from  the  District. 

Artiolb  4.  Oongress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  or  hinder  the  trans- 
portation of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  or  to  a  Territory  in  which 
slaves  are  by  law  permitted  to  be  held,  whether  that  transportation  be  by 
land,  navigable  rivers,  or  by  the  sea.  And  if  such  transportation  be  by  sea, 
the  slaves  shall  be  protected  as  property  by  the  Federal  Government.  And 
the  right  of  transit  by  the  owners  with  their  slaves  in  passing  to  or  from  one 
slaveholding  State  or  Territory  to  another,  between  and  through  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  and  Territories,  shall  be  protected.  And  in  imposing  di- 
rect taxes  pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  im- 
pose on  slaves  a  higher  rate  of  tax  than  on  land,  according  to  their  Just  value. 

Abtiolb  5.  That  in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  third  paragraph  of 
the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Congress  shall  provide  by  law,  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the 
owner  who  shall  apply  for  it,  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  slave,  in  all  cases^ 
when  the  marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  said  fugitive, 
was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation,  or  when,  after 
arrest,  said  fugitive  was  rescued  by  force,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented 
and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  his  fugitive 
slave,  under  the  said  clause  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof.  And  in  all  such  cases,  when  the  United  States  shall  pay  for 
such  fugitive,  they  shall  reimburse  themselves  by  imposing  and  collecting  a 
tax  on  the  county  or  city  in  which  said  violence,  intimidation,  or  rescue  was 
committed,  equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  paid  by  them,  with  the  addition  of 
interest  and  the  costs  of  collection ;  and  the  said  county  or  city,  after  it  has 
paid  said  amount  to  the  United  States,  may,  for  its  indemnity,  sue  and  recover 
from  the  wrong-doers,  or  rescuers,  by  whom  the  owner  was  prevented  from 
the  recovery  of  his  fugitive  slave,  in  like  manner  as  the  owner  himself  might 
have  sued  and  recovered. 

Abtiole  6.  No  future  amendment  of  the  Constitution  shall  affect  the  five 
preceding  articles,  nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  said  Constitution,  and  no  amendment  shall  be  made  to  the 
Constitution  which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  any  power  to  abolish  or 
interfere  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  by  whose  laws  it  is  or  may  be 
allowed  or  permitted. 

Abtiole  7.  Seo.  1.  The  elective  franchise  and  the  right  to  hold  office, 
whether  Federal,  State,  territorial,  or  municipal,  shall  not  be  exercised  by 
persons  who  are,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  the  African  race. 
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And  whereas,  also,  besides  those  causes  of  dissenoioii  embraced  in  the 
foregoing  amendments  proposed  to  tlie  Oonstitation  of  the  United  States, 
there  are  others  which  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  and  may  be 
remedied  by  its  legislative  power:  and  whereas  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Oon- 
yention,  as  far  as  its  inflnence  may  extend,  to  remove  all  jnst  canse  for  the 
popular  discontent  and  agitation  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country, 
and  threaten  the  stability  of  its  institutions :  .Therefore, 

1.  Beaolvedy  That  the  laws  now  in  force  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive 
daves  are  in  strict  pursuance  of  the  plain  and  mandatory  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  and  have  been  sanctioned  as  valid  and  constitutional  by  the 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  slaveholding 
States  are  entitled  to  the  faithful  observance  and  execution  of  those  laws, 
and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  repealed  or  so  modified  or  changed  as  to  impair 
their  efficiency ;  and  that  laws  ought  to  be  made  for  the  punishment  of  those 
who  attempt,  by  rescue  of  the  slave  or  other  illegal  means,  to  hinder  or 
defeat  the  due  execution  of  said  laws. 

2.  That  all  State  laws  which  conflict  with  the  fugitive  slave  acts,  or  any 
other  constitutional  acts  of  Congress,  or  which,  in  their  operation,  impede, 
hindtf ,  or  delay «the  free  course  and  due  execution  of  any  of  said  acts,  are 
null  and  void  by  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Yet  those  State  laws,  void  as  they  are,  have  given  color  to  practices,  and  led 
to  consequences  which  have  obstructed  the  due  administration  and  execution 
of  acts  of  Congress,  and  especially  the  acts  for  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves, 
and  have  thereby  contributed  much  to  the  discord  and  commotion  now  pre- 
vailing. This  Convention,  therefore,  in  the  present  perilous  juncture,  does 
not  deem  it  improper,  respectfully  and  earnestly,  to  recommend  the  repeal 
of  those  laws  to  the  several  States  which  have  enacted  them,  or  such  legis- 
lative corrections  or  explanations  of  them  as  may  prevent  their  being  used 
or  perverted  to  such  mischievous  purposes. 

8.  That  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty,  conmionly  called  the  fugitive  slave  law,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
make  the  fee  of  the  conmiissioner,  mentioned  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act, 
equal  in  amount,  in  the  cases  decided  by  him,  whether  his  decision  be  in 
favor  of  or  against  the  claimant.  And  to  avoid  misconstruction,  the  last 
dause  of  the  fifth  section  of  said  act,  which  authorizes  the  person  holding  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  or  detention  of  a  fugitive  slave  to  summon  to  his  aid 
itiQ  posse  comitatuSj  and  which  declares  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens 
to  assist  him  in  its  execution,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  expressly  limit 
the  authority  and  duty  to  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  resistance,  or  danger 
of  resistance  or  rescue. 

4.  That  tlie  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade,  and 
especially  those  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States, 
ought  to  be  made  effectual,  and  ought  to  be  thoroughly  executed,  and  all 
further  enactments  necessary  to  those  ends  ought  to  be  promptly  made. 

The  substitute  oflfered  by  Mr.  Seddon  was  rejected  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 
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Atss. — ^Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Oarolina,  and  Virginia — L 

Noes. — Connectloat,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Maine,  Massaohnsetta, 

Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylyaniay 

Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 16. 

Mr.  Dent  dissented  from  the  vote  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  HOUSTON :— I  wish  to  explain  the  vote  of  Delaware. 
She  has  endorsed  the  Cbiitenden  resolntions.  She  would  ac- 
cept the  mode  of  adjustment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  She  has  adhered  to  her  opinions  as  long  as  she  thinks 
it  fit  or  expedient  to  do  so.  Under  these  circumstances  Delaware 
feels  it  her  duty  to  vote  for  the  report  of  the  majority.  As  we 
desire  to  harmonize  conflicting  opinions,  and  to  arrive  at  a  fair 
settlement,  we  have  vDted  against  Mr.  SEmx)N's  amendment. 

Mr.  OEISFIELD:— Like  Delaware,  Maryland  prefers  the 
Cbittenden  plan  of  adjustment.  That  we  think  is  now  impos- 
sible. But  that  plan  does  not  differ  very  widely  from  the  report 
of  the  majority.  Certainly  not  enough  to  warrant  us  in  risking 
the  Union,  when  we  can  get  the  one  and  cannot  have  the  other. 
For  this  reason  Maryland  votes  "No  "  on  Mr.  Sedpon's  proposition. 

Mr.  CLAY: — I  gave  notice  some  days  ago  that  I  should 
offer  as  a  substitute  the  Ceftienden  resolutions — ^pure  and  un- 
defiled — without  the  crossing  of  a  "  t "  or  the  dotting  of  an  "  i.'^ 
I  now  offer  them  as  follows,  and  demand  a  vote  by  States : 

Whereas,  the  Union  is  in  danger;  and  owing  to  the  nnhappy  diyisions 
existing  in  Congress,  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  that  body  to 
concur,  in  both  its  branches,  by  the  requisite  minority,  so  as  to  enable  it 
either  to  adopt  such  measures  of  legislation,  or  to  recommend  to  the  States 
such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  as  are  deemed  necessary  and  proper  to 
avert  that  danger ;  and  whereas,  in  so  great  an  emergency,  the  opinion  and 
judgment  of  the  people  ought  to  be  heard,  and  would  be  the  best  and  surest 
guide  to  their  representatives :  Therefore, 

JSesolved^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  without  delay,  for 
taking  the  sense  of  the  people,  and  submitting  to  their  vote  the  following 
resolutions  as  the  basis  for  the  final  and  permanent  settlement  of  those  dis- 
putes that  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country  and  threaten  the  existence 
of  the  Union. 

And  that  whereas  serious  and  alarming  dissensions  have  arisen  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  S^tes,  concerning  the  rights  and  security  of  the 
rights  of  the  slaveholding  States,  and  especially  their  rights  in  the  common 
territory  of  the  United  States ;  and  whereas,  it  is  eminently  desirable  and 
proper  that  those  dissensions,  which  now  threaten  the  very  existence  of  this 
Union,  should  be  permanently  quieted  and  settled  by  constitutional  provis* 
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ions,  which  shall  do  equal  justioe  to  all  sections,  and  thereby  restore  to  the 
people  that  peace  and  good  will  which  ought  to  prevail  between  all  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States :  Therefore, 

BeBolved^  That  the  following  articles  be,  and  hereby  are,  proposed  and 
submitted  as  amendments  to  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  said  Constitution,  when 
ratified  by  conventions  of  three-fourths  of  the  several  States : 

Abtiolb  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held  or  hereafter 
acquired,  situate  north  of  latitude  SS"*  80',  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude, 
except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  is  prohibited,  while  such  territory  shall 
remain  under  territorial  government.  In  all  the  territory  south  of  said  line 
of  latitude,  slavery  of  the  African  race  is  hereby  recognized  as  existing,  and 
shall  not  be  interfered  vrith  by  Congress ;  but  shall  be  protected  as  property 
by  all  the  departments  of  the  territorial  government  during  its  continuance ; 
and  when  any  Territory,  north  or  south  of  said  linS,  vrithin  such  boundaries 
as  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  the  population  requisite  for  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  Federal  ratio  of  representation  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  republican, 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  constitution  of  such  new  States  may  provide. 

Abtiole  2.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  places  un- 
der its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  situate  within  the  limits  of  States  that  per- 
mit the  holding  of  slaves. 

AsnoLB  8.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  so  long  as  it  exists  in  the  a^'oining  States  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  or  either,  nor  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants,  nor 
\nthout  Just  compensation  first  made  to  such  owners  of  slaves  as  do  not  con- 
sent to  such  abolishment.  Nor  shall  Congress  at  any  time  prohibit  officers 
of  the  Federal  Government  or  members  of  Congress,  whose  duties  require 
them  to  be  in  said  District,  from  bringing  with  them  tiieir  slaves,  and  hold- 
ing them,  as  such,  during  the  time  their  duties  may  require  them  to  remain 
there,  and  afterwards  taking  them  from  the  District 

AsnoLB  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  or  hinder  the  trana- 
portation  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  or  to  a  Territory  in  which 
slaves  are  by  law  permitted  to  be  held,  whether  that  transportation  be  by 
land,  navigable  rivers,  or  by  the  sea ;  and  the  right  of  transit  by  the  owners 
with  their  slaves  in  passing  to  or  from  one  slaveliolding  State  or  Territory  to 
another,  between  and  through  the  non-slaveholding  States  and  Territories, 
ahall  be  protected. 

Abtiole  6.  That,  in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  third  paragraph  of 
the  second  section  of  Uie  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  by  law,  and  it  shall  be  its  duty 
BO  to  provide,  that  the  Umted  States  shall  pay  to  the  owner  who  shall  apply 
for  it,  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  slave  in  all  cases,  when  the  marshal  or 
other  officer  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  said  fugitive  was  prevented  from  so 
doing  by  violence  or  intimidation,  or  when,  after  arrest,  siud  fugitive  was  res- 
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cued  by  force,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented  and  obstructed  in  the  por- 
snit  of  his  remedy  for  the  reooyery  of  his  fugitive  elaye,  nnder  the  said  olauM 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof.  And  in  all  suoh 
cases,  when  the  United  States  shall  pay  for  such  fugitiye,  they  shall  have  the 
power  to  reimburse  themselyes  by  imposing  and  collecting  a  tax  on  the  coun- 
ty or  city  in  which  said  violence,  intimidation,  or  rescue  was  committed, 
equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  paid  by  them,  with  the  addition  of  interest  and 
the  costs  of  collection ;  and  the  ssdd  county  or  city,  after  it  has  paid  said 
amount  to  the  United  States,  may,  for  its  indemnity,  stfe  and  recover  from  the 
wrong-doers,  or  rescuers,  by  whom  the  owner  was  prevented  from  the  recov- 
ery of  his  fugitive  slave,  in  like  manner  as  the  owner  himself  might  have 
sued  and  recovered.  * 

Abtiols  6.  No  future  amendment  of  the  Oonstitution  shall  affect  the  five 
preceding  articles,  nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Oonstitution,  nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  smd  Constitution ;  and  no  amendment  shall  be  made  to 
the  Constitution  which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  any  power  to  abol- 
ish or  interfere  with  slavei^  in  any  of  the  States  by  whose  laws  it  is  or  may 
be  allowed  or  permitted. 

Abtiolb  7.  Sbo.  1.  The  elective  franchise,  and  the  right  to  hold  office, 
whether  federal.  State,  territorial,  or  municipal,  shall  not  be  exercised  by 
persons  who  are,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  the  African  race. 

Seo.  2.  The  United  States  shall  have  power  to  acquire,  from  time  to  time, 
districts  of  country  in  Africa  and  South  America,  for  the  colonization,  at  ex- 
pense of  the  Federal  Treasury,  of  such  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  as  the  sev- 
eral States  may  wish  to  have  removed  from  their  limits  and  from  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  such  other  places  as  may  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Oon- 


And  whereoB^  also,  besides  those  causes  of  dissension  embraced  in  the  fore- 
going amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  there 
are  others  which  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  and  may  be  reme- 
died by  its  legitimate  power ;  and  whereas  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Convention, 
as  far  as  its  influence  may  extend,  to  remove  all  just  cause  for  the  popular  dis- 
content and  agitation  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country,  and 
threaten  the  stability  of  its  institutions:  Therefore,' 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  laws  now  in  force  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves 
are  in  strict  pursuance  of  the  plain  and  mandatory  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  have  been  sactioned  as  valid  and  constitutional  by  the  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  that  the  slaveholding  States  are 
entitied  to  the  faithful  observance  and  execution  of  those  laws,  and  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  repealed  or  so  modified  or  changed  as  to  impair  their  efficien- 
cy ;  and  that  laws  ought  to  be  made  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  at- 
tempt, by  rescue  of  the  slave  or  other  illegal  means,  to  hinder  or  defeat 
the  due  execution  of  said  laws. 

2.  That  all  State  laws  which  conflict  with  the  fugitive  slave  acts,  or  any 
other  constitutional  acts  of  Congress,  or  which  in  their  operation  impede,  bin- 
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der,  or  delay  the  free  conrse  and  dae  ezeoation  of  any  of  said  acta,  are  noil 
and  Yoid  by  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Cbnstitation  of  the  United  States. 
Tet  those  State  laws,  void  as  they  are,  have  given  color  to  praotioes,  and  led 
to  consequences  which  have  obstmoted  the  due  administration  and  ezeoation 
of  acts  of  Oongress,  and  especially  the  acts  for  the  deliyery  of  f ugitiye  alayes, 
and  have  thereby  contributed  much  to  the  discord  and  commotion  now  pre- 
Tailing.  This  Gonyention,  therefore,  in  the  present  perilous  juncture,  does 
not  deem  it  improper,  respectfully  and  earnestly,  to  recommend  the  repeal  of 
those  laws  to  the  sevefal  States  which  have  enacted  them,  or  such  legialatiye 
corrections  or  explanations  of  them,  as  may  prevent  their  bdng  used  or  per- 
verted to  such  mischievous  purposes. 

8.  That  the  act  df  the  eighteenth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty>  commonly  called  the  fugitive  slave  law,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
make  the  fee  of  the  commissioner,  mentioned  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act, 
equal  in  amount,  in  the  cases  decided  by  him,  whether  his  decision  be  in  fa- 
vor of  or  agdnst  the  claimant.  And  to  avoid  misconstruction,  the  last  dause 
of  the  fifth  section  of  said  act,  which  authorizes  the  person  holding  a  warrant 
for  the  arrest  or  detention  of  a  fugitive  slave  to  smnmon  to  his  aid  the  p<m€ 
eomUatus^  and  which  declares  it  to  be  the  duty  or  all  good  citizens  to  assist 
him  in  its  execution,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  expressly  limit  the  author- 
ity and  duty  to  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  resistance,  or  danger  of  resist- 
ance or  rescue. 

4  That  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade,  and  es- 
pecially those  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States, 
ought  to  be  made  effectual,  and  ought  to  be  thoroughly  executed,  and  all  fur- 
ther enactments  necessary  to  those  ends  ought  to  be  promptiy  made. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the 
following  vote: 

Atbs. — Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 5. 

Nobs. — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Bhode  I^and,  and  Vermont — 14. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DENT :— I  desire  to  dissent  from  the  vote  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  EWlNG : — ^I  desire  to  record  the  vote  of  Kansas  in  the 
negative. 

The  PRESIDENT :— Leave  will  be  given  unless  objection  is 
made. 

Mr.  TUCK : — ^I  hold  in  my  hand  a  substitute  which  I  pro- 
pose to  offer  for  the  report  of  the  committee.  I  know  all  the 
delegates  have  made  up  their  minds  how  to  vote,  and  what  to 
vote  for.  Argument  now  will  amount  to  but  little.  But  I  sub- 
mit this  as  indicating  to  a  certain  eirtent  the  views  of  the  minori- 


ADDBE88  AlfD  BESOLTTTIONB  OF  ICB.  TTTOK.  436 

ty  here.  I  shall  make  no  farther  remarks,  bnt  shall  pass  it  to 
the  Secretary,  and  I  hope  the  Conference  will  be  patient  for  five 
minutes  while  it  is  read. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Tuck  was  read  as  follows : 

To  THE  People  of  the  United  States  : 

On  the  4tli  day  of  February,  1861,  in  compliance  with  the  invitation  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  commissioners  from  seyeral  other  States  met  the  com- 
missioners of  that  State  in  Conference  Convention,  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton. From  time  to  time,  commissioners  from  other  States  appeared,  appoint- 
ed as  were  those  who  first  appeared,  some  by  the  Legislatures,  and  some  by 
the  Governors  of  their  respective  States,  until,  on  the  2dd  instant,  twenty-one 
States  were  then  represented.  The  Convention  thus  constituted  claims  no 
authority  under  the  Constitution  and  laws ;  but  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  existing  dissensions  and  dangers,  proceeded  to  a  careful  consideration  of 
them  and  their  appropriate  remedies,  and  having  brought  their  deliberations 
to  a  close,  now  submit  the  result  to  the  judgment  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

We  recognize  and  deplore  the  divisions  and  distractions  which  now  afflict 
our  country,  interrupt  its  prosperity,  disturb  its  peace,  and  endanger  the 
Union  of  the  States ;  but  we  repel  the  conclusion,  that  any  alienations  or  dis- 
sensions exist  which  are  irreconcilable,  which  Justify  attempts  at  revolution, 
or  which  the  patriotism  and  fraternal  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  the  in- ' 
terests  and  honor  of  the  whole  nation,  will  not  overcome. 

In  a  country  embracing  the  central  and  most  important  portion  of  a  con- 
tinent, among  a  people  now  numbering  over  thirty  millions,  diversities  of 
opinion  inevitably  exist ;  and  rivalries,  intensified  at  times  by  local  interests 
and  sectional  attachments,  must  often  occur ;  yet  we  do  not  doubt  that  the 
theory  of  our  Government  is  the  best  which  is  possible  for  this  nation,  that 
the  Union  of  the  States  is  of  vital  importance,  and  that  the  Constitution,  which 
expresses  the  combined  wisdom  of  the  illustrious  founders  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  still  the  palladium  of  our  liberties,  adequate  to  every  emergency,  and 
justiy  entitled  to  the  support  of  every  good  citizen. 

It  embraces  in  its  provisions  and  spirit,  all  the  defence  and  protection 
which  any  section  of  tJie  country  can  rightfully  demand  or  honorably  con- 
cede. 

Adopted  with  primary  reference  to  the  wants  of  ^ve  millions  of  people, 
but  with  the  wisest  reference  to  future  expansion  and  development,  it  has 
carried  us  onward  with  a  rapid  increase  of  numbers,  an  accumulation  of 
wealth,  and  a  degree  of  happiness  and  general  prosperity  never  attained  by 
any  other  nation. 

Whatever  branch  of  industry,  or  whatever  staple  production,  shall  become, 
in  the  possible  changes  of  the  future,  the  leading  interests  of  the  country, 
thereby  creating  unforeseen  complications  ^r  new  conflicts  of  opinion  and  in- 
terest, the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statea,  properly  understood  and  fairly 
enforced,  is  equal  to  every  exigency,  a  shield  and  defence  to  all,  in  every  time 
of  need.    If,  however,  by  reason  of  a  change  in  circumstances,  or  for  any 
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oaDse,  a  portion  of  the  people  believe  they  ought  to  have  their  rights  more  ex- 
actly defined  or  more  tally  explained  in  the  Constitntion,  it  is  their  dntj, 
in  accordance  with  its  provisions,  to  seek  a  remedy  by  way  of  amendment 
to  that  instmment ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  States  to  concur  in  such 
amendments  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  insure  equal  and  exact  justice  to 
alL 

In  order,  therefore,  to  announce  to  the  country  the  sentiments  of  this  Con- 
vention, respecting  not  only  the  remedy  which  should  be  sought  for  existing 
discontents,  but  also  to  communicate  to  the  public  what  we  believe  to  be  the 
*  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  country,  we  adopt  the  following  resolutions : 

1st.  Besolved,  That  this  Convention  recognize  the  well-understood  propo- 
sition that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  no  power  to  Congress, 
or  any  branch  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with 
davery  in  any  of  the  States ;  and  we  are  assured  by  abundant  testimony,  that 
neither  of  the  great  political  organizations  existing  in  the  country  contem- 
plates a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in  this  regard,  or  the  pro- 
curing of  any  amendment  thereof,  by  which  Congress,  or  any  department  of 
the  Gheneral  Government,  shall  ever  have  "jurisdiction  over  slavery  in  any  of 
the  States.  * 

2d.  Resolved^  That  the  Constitution  was  ordained  and  established,  as  set 
fbrth  in  the  preamble,  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a 
*  more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide 
for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity ;  and  when  the  people  of 
any  State  are  not  in  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  benefits  intended  to  be  secured 
to  them  by  the  Constitution,  or  their  rights  under  it  are  disregarded,  their 
tranquillity  disturbed,  their  prosperity  retarded,  or  their  liberty  imperilled  by 
the  people  of  any  other  State,  full  and  adequate  redress  can  and  ought  to  be 
provided  for  such  grievances. 

8d.  Besotted,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  acts  of 
Congress  in  pursuance  thereof,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  to  which 
every  citizen  owes  faithful  obedience ;  and  it  is  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mended to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  consider  impartially  what- 
ever complaints  may  be  made  of  acts  as  inconsistent  therewith,  by  fl&ster 
States  or  their  citizens,  and  careftdly  revise  their  statutes,  in  view  of  such 
compldnts,  and  to  repeal  whatever  provisions  may  be  found  to  be  in  contra- 
vention of  that  supreme  law. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  of  the  Union  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  of  Kentucky  and  of  Illinois,  in  applying  to  Congress  to  call  a  Conven- 
tion for  the  proposing  of  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  pursuant  to  the  fifth  article  thereof. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^I  have  not  thonght  it  best  to  occupy  mnch 
of  the  time  of  the  Convention  in  discussing  the  propositions  pre- 
sented for  its  decision.    I  have  indeed  been  impressed  with  an 
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idea  that  a  decision  npon  these  propositions  just  now  may  be 
premature. 

I  have  already  stated  to  the  Conference  that  the  delegates 
from  Ohio  act  nnder  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State,  one  of  which  requires  them  to  use  their  influence  in  pro- 
curing an  adjournment  of  this  body  to  the  ith  of  April  next  It 
is  the  wish  of  that  State  that  opportunity  may  be  given  for 
fuU  consideration  of  any  constitutional  amendment  that  may  be 
proposed  here,  and  especially  to  avoid  precipitate  action  under 
apprehensions  o^  resistance  to  the  inauguration  of  Mr.  Linooln 
on  the  4th  of  next  month. 

I  have  already  submitted  resolutions  in  accordance  with  the 
views  of  the  Legislature,  and  intended,  at  the  proper  time,  to  ask 
a  vote  upon  the  proposed  adjournment.  On  consultation  with 
my  colleagues,  however,  I  find  a  majority  of  them  averse  to  post- 
ponement ;  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature is  not  imperative  in  its  terms,  and  especially  in  consid- 
eration of  the  assurances  constantly  given  here  by  delegates  from 
slaveholding  States  that,  whatever  may  be  tlie  result  of  our  de- 
liberations, no  obstruction  or  hindrance  will  be  opposed  to  the 
inauguration  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  I  have  determined  to  forbear  urging 
a  vote. 

Upon  the  respective  merits  of  the  propositions  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  proposed  amendments,  I  have  not  much  to  say. 
But  what  I  do  say  will  be  said  in  all  seriousness. 

I  do  not  approve  the  confident  pledges  made  here  of  favorable 
action  by  the  people  of  either  section,  or  of  any  State,  upon  what- 
ever propositions  may  receive  the  sanction  of  this  Conference. 
The  people  of  the  free  States,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  do 
not  commit  their  right  of  judgment  to  anybody.  They  geneinlly 
exercise  it  themselves,  and  be  assured  they  will  exercise  it  freely 
upon  any  proposition  coming  from  tliis  body.  Whatever  our  ac- 
tions may  be  here,  every  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution 
must  come  before  the  people.  They  will  discuss  it,  and  must 
adopt  it  before  it  can  become  a  part  of  the  fdndamental  law. 
Dismiss,  then,  the  idea  that  all  that  is  necessary  to  secure 
amendments  acceptable  to  a  particular  interest  or  section  is  to  se- 
cure for  them  the  sanction  of  a  majority  in  this  hall. 

The  result  of  the  national  canvass  which  recently  terminat- 
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ed  in  tlie  election  of  Mr.  Linooln  has  been  spoken  of  by  some 
as  the  effect  of  a  sudden  impulse,  or  of  some  irregular  excite- 
ment of  the  popular  mind;  and  it  has  been  somewhat  confi- 
dently asserted  that,  upon  reflection  and  consideration,  the  hasti- 
ly-formed opinions  which  brought  about  that  election  will  be 
dianged.  It  has  been  said,  also,  that  subordinate  questions  of 
local  and  temporary  character  have  augmented  the  Eepublican 
vote,  and  secured  a  majority  which  could  not  have  been  obtained 
upon  the  national  questions  involved  in  the  respective  platforms 
of  the  parties  which  divide  the  coxmtry. 

I  cannot  take  this  view  of  the  result  of  the  Presidential 
election.  I  believe,  and  the  belief  amounts  to  absolute  convic- 
tion, that  the  election  must  be  regarded  as  the  triumph  of 
principles  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  the  free 
States.  These  principles,  it  is  true,  were  originally  asserted  by 
a  small  party  only.  But,  after  years  of  discussion,  liiey  have,  by 
their  own  value,  their  own  intrinsic  soundness,  obtained  the  de- 
liberate and  unalterable  sanction  of  the  people's  judgment. 

Chief  among  these  principles  is  the  restriction  of  slavery 
within  State  limits ;  not  war  upon  slavery  within  those  limits, 
but  fixed  opposition  to  its  extension  beyond  them,  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  the  candidate  of  the  people  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
slavery.  We  have  elected  him.  After  many  years  of  earnest  ad- 
vocacy and  of  severe  trial,  we  have  achieved  the  triumph  of  that 
principle.  By  a  fair  and  unquestionable  majority  we  have  secur- 
ed that  triumph.  Do  you  think  we,  who  represent  this  majority, 
will  throw  it  away  ?  Do  you  think  the  people  would  sustain  us 
if  we  undertook  to  throw  it  away  ?  I  must  speak  to  you  plainly, 
gentlemen  of  the  South ;  it  is  not  in  my  heart  to  deceive  you. 
I  therefore  tell  you  explicitly  that  if  we  of  the  North  and  West 
would  consent  to  throw  away  all  that  has  been  gained  in  the  re- 
cent triumph  of  our  principles,  the  people  would  not  sustain  us, 
and  so  the  consent  would  avail  you  nothing.  And  I  must  tell 
you  farther,  that  under  no  inducements  whatever  will  we  consent 
to  surrender  a  principle  which  we  believe  to  be  so  sound  and  so 
important  as  that  of  restricting  slavery  within  State  limits. 

There  are  some  things,  however,  which  I  think  the  people  are 
willing  to  do.  In  all  my  relations  with  them,  and  these  relations 
have  been  somewhat  intimate,  I  have  never  discovered  any  do- 
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Bire  or  inclination  on  the  part  of  any  considerable  number,  to  in- 
terfere with  the  institution  of  slavery  within  the  States  where  it 
exists.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  such  desire  anywhere  prevails. 
All  your  rights  have  been  respected  and  enforced  by  tl^p  people 
of  the  free  States.  More  than  this :  even  your  claims  have  been 
enforced,  under  repulsive  circumstances,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
beyond  right  and  beyond  constitutional  obligation.  When  and 
where  have  the  people  of  the  free  States,  in  their  representatives, 
refused  you  any  right  ?  When  and  where  have  they  reftised  to 
confer  with  you  frankly  and  candidly  when  you  imagined  your 
rights  to  be  in  danger  ?  They  have  been,  and  still  are,  patient 
and  forbearing.  They  do  not  believe  that  you  need  any  new 
constitutional  guarantees.  You  have  guarantees  enough  in  their 
voluntary  action.  But,  since  you  think  differently,  they  send  us 
hither  to  meet  you,  to  confer  with  you,  to  consider  the  questions 
which  threaten  the  Union,  to  discuss  them  freely  and  decide  them 
fairly. 

Now,  gentlemen,  what  do  we  ask  of  you  ?  Do  we  ask  any 
thing  unreasonable  in  the  amendment  which  has  been  submitted  I 
We  simply  ask  that  you  say  to  your  people  that  we  of  the  free 
States  have  no  purpose,  and  never  had  any  purpose,  to  infringe 
the  rights  of  the  slave  States,  or  of  any  citizen  of  the  slave  States. 
And  that  our  devotion  to  the  Government  and  the  Constitution 
is  not  inferior  to  that  of  any  portion  of  the  American  people. 
By  uniting  with  us  in  the  declaration  we  propose,  you  tell  your 
people  at  home  that  no  considerable  party,  that  no  considerable 
number  of  persons,  in  the  free  States,  has  any  wish  or  purpose 
to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States  where  it  exists,  or  with 
any  of  your  rights  under  the  Constitution.  You  can  say  this 
with  absolute  truth,  and  with  entire  confidence.  In  all  the  action 
of  the  delegates  who  favor  this  amendment,  in  all  our  private 
consultations,  every  heart  has  been  animated  by  a  most  anxious 
desire  to  maintain  the  Union  and  preserve  the  harmony  of  the 
Eepublic.  No  word  has  been  uttered  indicating  the  slightest  wish 
to  avoid  any  obligation  of  the  Constitution,  or  to  deprive  you 
of  any  right  under  it.  All  concur  in  desiring  to  give  effect  to' 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws  passed  in  pursuance  of  it.  The 
same  sentiments  animate  the  people  of  the  free  States.  Congress 
has  declared,  with  the  almost  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
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members  from  the  free  States,  against  national  interference  with 
davery  in  the  slave  States.  The  Chicago  Convention  most  em- 
phatically asserted  the  same  doctrine.  It  has  been  reiterated 
over  and  over  again  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  free  States,  and 
by  great  and  small  conventions  of  their  people.  Is  it,  then,  too 
much  to  ask  you  to  unite  with  us  in  a  declaration  that  all  fears 
of  aggression  entertained  by  your  people  are  groundless  ?  Such 
a  declaration  will  go  far  to  insure  peace ;  why  not  make  it  ? 

You  profess  to  be  satisfied  with  slavery,  as  it  is  and  where  it 
is.  You  think  the  institution  just  and  beneficial.  The  very 
able  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Seddon),  who  commands  the 
respect  of  all  by  the  frankness  and  sincerity  of  his  speech,  has 
said  that  he  believes  slavery  to  be  the  condition  in  which  the 
African  is  to  be  educated  up  to  freedom.  He  does  not  believe 
in  perpetual  slavery.  He  believes  the  time  will  come  when  the 
dave,  through  the  beneficent  influences  of  the  circumstances 
which  surround  him,  will  rise  in  intelligence,  capacity,  and 
character,  to  the  dignity  of  a  freeman,  and  will  be  free. 

"We  cannot  agree  with  you,  and  therefore  do  not  propose  to 
allow  slavery  where  we  are  responsible  for  it,  outside  of  your 
State  limits,  and  under  National  jurisdiction.  But  we  do  not 
mean  to  interfere  with  it  at  all  within  State  limits.  So  far  as 
we  are  concerned,  you  can  work  out  your  experiment  there  in 
peace.  We  shall  rejoice  if  no  evil  comes  from  it  to  you  or  yours. 
[Mr.  Chase's  time  having  expired,  he  was  unanimoudy  invited 
to  proceed.] 

Aside  from  the  Territorial  question — the  question  of  slavery 
outside  of  the  slave  States — ^I  know  of  but  one  serious  diflSculty. 
I  refer  to  the  question  concerning  fugitives  fix)m  service.  The 
dause  in  the  Constitution  concerning  this  class  of  persons  is  re- 
garded by  almost  all  men,  North  and  South,  as  a  stipulation  for 
the  surrender  to  their  masters  of  slaves  escaping  into  fi-ee  States. 
The  people  of  the  fi-ee  States,  however,  who  believe  that  slave- 
holding  is  wrong,  cannot  and  will  not  aid  in  the  reclamation, 
and  the  stipulation  becomes  therefore  a  dead  letter.  You  com- 
plain of  bad  faith,  and  the  complaint  is  retorted  by  denunciationa 
of  the  cruelty  which  would  drag  back  to  bondage  the  poor  dave 
who  has  escaped  fix)m  it.  You,  thinking  slavery  right,  daim 
tiie  fulfilment  of  the  stipulation ;  we,  thinking  slavery  wrong, 
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cannot  fulfil  the  Btipnlation  without  consciousness  of  participa- 
tion in  wrong.  Here  is  a  real  difficulty,  but  it  seems  to  me  not 
insuperable.  It  will  not  do  for  us  to  say  to  you,  in  justification 
of  non-performance,  "  the  stipulation  is  immoral,  and  therefore 
we  cannot  execute  it ; "  for  you  deny  the  inunorality,  and  we 
cannot  assume  to  judge  for  you. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  ought  not  to  exact  from  ns  the  literal 
performance  of  the  stipulation  when  you  know  that  we  cannot 
perform  it  without  conscious  culpability.  A  true  solution  of  the 
difficulty  seems  to  be  attainable  by  r^arding  it  as  a  simple  case 
where  a  contract,  from  changed  circumstances,  cannot  be  ful- 
filled exactly  as  made.  A  court  of  equity  in  such  a  case  decrees 
execution  as  near  as  may  be.  It  requires  the  party  who  cannot 
perform  to  make  compensation  for  non-performance.*  Why 
cannot  the  same  principle  be  applied  to  the  rendition  of  ftigitives 
from  service  ?  We  cannot  surrender — ^but  we  can  compensate. 
Why  not,  then,  avoid  all  difficulties  on  all  sides,  and  show  re- 
spectively good  faith  and  good  will  by  providing  and  accepting 
compensation  where  masters  reclaim  escaping  servants  and  prove 
their  right  of  reclamation  under  the  Constitution  ?  Instead  of  a 
judgment  for  rendition,  let  there  be  a  judgment  for  compensa- 
tion, determined  by  the  true  value  of  the  services,  and  let  the 
same  judgment  assure  freedom  to  the  ftigitive.  The  cost  to  the 
National  Treasury  would  be  as  nothing  in  comparison  with  the 
evils  of  discord  and  strife.    All  parties  would  be  gainers. 

What  I  have  just  said  is,  indeed,  not  exactly  to  the  point  of 
the  present  discussion.  But  I  refer  to  this  matter  to  show  how 
easily  the  greatest  difficulties  may  be  adjusted  if  approached  in 
a  truly  just,  generous,  and  patriotic  spirit. 

I  refer  to  it  also  in  order  to  show  you  that,  if  we  do  not  con- 
cede all  your  wishes,  it  is  because  our  ideas  of  justice,  duty,  and 
honor  forbid,  and  not  because  we  cherish  any  hostile  or  aggres- 
sive sentiments.  We  will  go  as  far  as  we  can  to  meet  you— come 
you  also  as  far  as  you  can  to  meet  us.  Join  at  least  in  the  dec- 
laration we  propose.  Your  people  have  confidence  in  you. 
They  will  believe  you.  The  declaration,  made  with  substantial 
unanimity  by  this  Conference,  will  tranquillize  public  sentiment, 
and  give  a  chance  for  reason  to  resume  its  sway,  and  patriotic 
counsels  to  gain  a  hearing. 
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Do  yon  say  that  after  all  what  we  propose  embodies  no  snb- 
stantial  guarantees  of  immnnity  to  slavery  through  the  perver- 
sion of  Federal  powers  ?  We  reply  that  we  think  the  Constitu- 
tion as  it  stands,  interpreted  honestly  and  executed  faithfully,  is 
sufiScient  for  all  practical  purposes ;  and  that  you  will  find  all 
desirable  security  in  the  legislation  or  non-legislation  of  Congress. 
If  you  think  otherwise,  we  are  ready  to  join  you  in  recommend- 
ing a  National  Convention  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution in  the  legular  and  legitimate  way.  Kentucky,  a  slave 
State,  has  proposed  such  a  Convention ;  Illinois,  a  free  State,  has 
joined  in  the  proposition.  Join  us,  then,  in  recommending  such 
a  Convention,  and  assure  us  that  you  will  abide  by  its  decision. 
We  will  join  you  and  give  a  similar  assurance. 

This,  gentlemen,  is  the  proposition  we  make  you  to-day.  It 
is  embodied  in  the  amendment  just  submitted.  Is  it  not  a  fair 
proposition?  It  is  a  plain  declaration  of  facts  which  cannot 
reasonably  be  questioned,  and  a  plain  submission  of  all  disputed 
questions  to  the  only  proper  tribunal  for  the  settlement  of  such 
questions — that  of  the  American  people,  acting  through  a  Na- 
.  tional  Convention. 

The  only  alternative  to  this  proposition  is  the  proposition 
that  the  present  Congress  be  called  upon  to  submit  to  the  States 
a  thirteenth  article  embodying  the  amendments  recommended 
by  the  committee.  In  order  to  the  submission  of  these  amend- 
ments to  the  States  by  Congress,  a  two-thirdsvote  in  each  House 
is  necessary.  That,  I  venture  to  say,  cannot  be  obtained.  Were 
it  otherwise,  who  can  assure  you  that  the  new  article  will  obtain 
the  sanction  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  without  which  it  is  a 
nullity?  As  a  measure  to  defeat  all  adjustment,  I  can  undeiv 
stand  this  proposition.  As  a  measure  of  pacification,  I  do  not 
understand  it.  There  is,  in  my  judgment,  no  peace  in  it.  Gen- 
tlemen here,  of  patriotism  and  intelligence,  think  otherwise.  I 
am  sorry  that  I  cannot  agree  with  them. 

Gentlemen  say,  if  this  proposition  cannot  prevail,  every  slave 
State  will  secede ;  or,  as  some  prefer  to  phrase  it,  will  resort  to 
revolution.  I  forbear  to  discuss  eventualities.  I  must  say,  how- 
ever, and  say  plainly,  that  considerations  such  as  these  will  not 
move  me  from  my  recognized  duty  to  my  country  and  its  Con- 
stitution.   And  let  me  say  for  the  people  of  the  free  States,  that 
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they  are  a  thoughtfiil  people,  and  are  much  in  earnest  in  this 
business.  They  do  not  delegate  their  right  of  private  jadgm^nt. 
They  love  their  institutions  and  the  Union.  Thej  will  not  sur- 
render the  one  nor  give  up  the  other  without  great  struggles  and 
great  sacrifices.  Upon  the  question  of  the  maintenance  of  an 
unbroken  Union  and  a  whole  country  they  never  were,  and  it  is 
my  firm  conviction  they  never  will  be  divided.  Gentlemen  who 
think  they  will  be,  even  in  the  worst  contingency,  will,  I  think, 
be  disappointed.  If  forced  to  the  last  extremity^  the  people  will 
meet  the  issue  as  they  best  may ;  but  be  assured  they  will  meet 
it  with  no  discordant  councils. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Linooln  will  be  inaugurated  on  the  4th  of 
March.  He  will  take  an  oath  to  protect  and  defend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States— of  the  whole — of  all  the  United 
States.  That  oath  wiU  bind  him  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
&ithfiilly  executed  throughout  the  United  States.  Will  secession 
absolve  him  from  that  oathf  Will  it  diminiflh,  by  one  jot  or 
tittle,  its  awful  obligation  f  Will  attempted  revolution  do  more 
than  secession }  And  if  not — and  the  oath  and  the  obligation 
remain — and  the  President  does  his  duty  and  undertakes  to  en- 
force the  laws,  and  secession  or  revolution  resists,  what  then  I 
War  1    Civil  war  1 

Mr.  President,  let  us  not  rush  headlong  into  that  unfathom- 
able gulf.  Let  us  not  tempt  this  unutterable  woe.  We  ofier 
yon  a  plain  and  honorable  mode  of  adjusting  all  difficulties.  It 
is  a  mode  which,  we  believe,  will  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
people.  We  pledge  ourselves  here  that  we  wfll  do  all  in  our 
power  to  obtain  their  sanction  for  it.  Is  it  too  much  to  ask  you, 
gentlemen  of  the  South,  to  meet  us  on  this  honorable  and  prac- 
ticable ground!  Will  you  not,  at  least,  concede  this  to  the 
country? 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the 
following  vote: 

Ates. — Coimectiont,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachnsetts,  New 
York,  New  Ilampsliire,  and  Vermont — 9. 

NoB8.~Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  IGssonri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Bhode  Island,  Tennessee,  an^  Virginia— 11. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 
Mr.  WILMOT : — ^I  wish  now  to  offer  an  amendment  which 
28 
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embraceB  an  unoonditional  proposition  for  the  call  of  a  CkmTen- 
tion. 

Ifc.  BRONSON :— This  has  been  voted  down  already. 

Ifc.  WIOBXEFFE :— What  changes  do  yon  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  wish  to  make  in  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  i   Would  yon  adopt  that  report  in  a  General  Convention  t 

The  PRESIDENT:— The  Chair  rules  that  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  not  in  order. 

Messrs.  WmcoT,  Chasb,  Cobniko,  and  Bbonson  then  entered 
their  dissents  from  their  respective  States  upon  the  substitute 
offered  by  Mr.  Tuck. 

Mr.  WICKTJFFE :— I  hope  now  that  we  may  be  permitted 
to  take  the  vote  at  once  upon  the  report  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  REID : — ^Before  this  vote  is  taken,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
myself  and  my  State  to  make  a  remark. 

I  came  here  disposed  to  agree  upon  terms  that  would  be 
mutually  satisfEictory  to  both  sections  of  the  Union.  I  would 
agree  to  any  fair  terms  now,  but  the  propositions  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  majority,  as  that  report  now  stands,  can  never 
receive  my  assent.  I  cannot  recommend  them  to  Congress  or  to 
the  people  of  my  own  State.  They  do  not  settle  the  material 
questions  involved ;  they  contain  no  sufficient  guarantees  for  the 
lights  of  the  South.  Therefore,  in  good  faith  to  the  Conference 
and  to  the  country,  I  here  state  that  I  cannot  and  will  not  agree 
to  them. 

Ifc.  CLEVELAND :— If  the  gentlemen  fi^m  the  South,  after 
we  have  yielded  so  much  as  we  have,  assert  that  these  proposi* 
tions  will  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  slave  States,  I,  for  one,  will 
not  degrade  myself  by  voting  for  them. 

Mr.  WICBUFFE :— I  insist  now  upon  taking  the  vote. 

The  PRESIDENT:— The  rules  of  the  Conference  do  not 
require  the  vote  to  be  taken  upon  this  proposition  by  sections. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE:— We  have  not  heretofore  adhered  to 
the  rules.  Let  us  vote  then  on  the  whole  as  a  proposition,  and 
not  by  sections. 

Mr.  SEDDON: — I  think  we  should  take  the  vote  by  sections. 
It  is  certainly  within  the  discretion  of  the  President  to  rule  that 
the  vote  may  be  so  taken.  The  rules  do  not  apply  to  an  article 
which  is  composed  of  many  sections.  We  certainly  should  vote 
upon  them  separately. 
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Mr.  BEOCKEITBROXTGH:— I  desire  now  to  get  the  amend- 
ment which  I  have  proposed  once  more  before  the  Conference. 
I  move  to  amend  b j  adding  to  the  first  section  a  clause  which 
shall  provide  that 

**The  rights  of  the  Blave  States  shall  be  protected  by  aU  the  departments 
of  the  territorial  government  daring  its  continnance." 

By  the  section  as  it  now  stands,  the  rights  of  the  Korth  are 
absolute ;  those  of  the  South  should  be  equally  clear.  It  is  true 
that  the  section  contains  a  distinct  recognition  of  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave,  but  this  recognition  is  in  negative  terms.  It 
is  certainly  the  duty  of  the  territorial  legislature  and  government 
to  protect  these  rights  wherever  they  are  invaded.  If  this  is  so, 
why  not  declare  it  in  the  provision  ? 

Mr.  WLLMOT  : — ^I  desire  to  ask  whether  this  proposition  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  BROCKENBROUGH :— I  insist  that  it  is.  I  assert  the 
e:dstence  of  certain  rights,  and  I  want  these  rights  protected 
under  the  Constitution.  Sights  without  remedies  are  anomalies 
of  which  the  law  knows  nothing. 

Mr.  WrLMOT : — I  feel  constrained  to  oppose  any  amend- 
ment of  this  kind. 

The  PRESIDENT:  — The  Chair  is  inclined  to  rule  this 
amendment  as  not  in  order. 

Mr.  RTJFFIN" :— Before  the  final  vote  is  taken,  I  wish  to  say 
a  word  by  way  of  explanation.  My  colleague  says  he  cannot 
vote  for  the  report  of  the  committee  because  he  does  not  approve 
the  whole  of  it.  I  do  not  like  the  first  article,  but  the  report  as 
a  whole  is  a  great  improvement  upon  the  Constitution  as  it  now 
stands.  I  think  the  report  ought  to  go  before  the  people.  If 
we  can  secure  what  the  report  proposes,  we  are  certainly  no 
worse  oflF.  I  wish  to  submit  it  to  my  people,  and  thus  have  them 
to  judge  for  themselves  whether  they  will  adopt  it. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  of  North  Carolina:— I  would  not  say  a 
word  were  it  not  for  the  words  that  have  fallen  from  my  col- 
league— Governor  Reid.  I  came  here  to  try  to  save  the  Union. 
I  have  labored  hard  to  that  end.  I  hope  and  believe  the  report 
of  the  majority,  if  adopted,  will  save  the  Union.  I  wish  to  carry 
these  propositions  before  the  people.  I  believe  that  the  people 
of  North  Carolina  and  of  the  Union  will  adopt  them.      Give  us 
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an  opportnnily  to  iqppeal  to  the  generoeitj  of  the  people  of  the 
whole  UnioxL  Certamly  no  Southern  man  can  object  to  sub- 
mitting these  propocdtionB  to  the  popular  vote. 

Mr.  LOOMIS : — ^I  am  content  to  vote  for  the  first  article. 

Mr.  CAEEUTHERS :— I  only  desire  to  say  for  my  State  that 
if  you  will  give  us  these  propositions,  Tennessee  will  adopt  them, 
and  it  will  sink  secession  beyond  any  hope  of  resurection. 

Mr.  BAERIN'GER :— I  cannot  say  that  I  am  gratified  with 
the  display  which  I  have  just  witnessed  in  these  appeals  from  the 
Conference  to  the  people.  We  come  here  to  deal  with  facts,  not 
theories.  I  do  not  speak  with  the  confidence  of  some  with  re- 
spect to  the  action  of  some  of  the  people.  I  know  the  people  of 
ttie  South,  and  I  tell  you  this  hollow  compromise  will  never 
satisfy  them,  nor  will  it  bring  back  the  seceded  States.  We  are 
acting  for  the  people  who  are  not  here.  We  are  their  delegates 
that  have  come  here,  not  to  demand  indemnity  for  the  past,  but 
aecuiity  for  the  future.  This  is  my  opinion.  You  will  see 
whether  I  am  right  or  not.  We  could  stand  upon  the  CErrnEN- 
DKN  proposition  or  the  Virginia  alternative.  With  Virginia  in 
our  favor  we  could  have  stood  upon  either.  You,  gentlemen  of 
the  North,  might  as  well  have  consented  to  either  as  to  the  report 
which  is  now  presented.  I  desire  the  preservation  of  the  Union ; 
I  would  go  for  this  scheme  if  that  would  accomplish  it.  But  it 
will  not.  There  is  great  force  in  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  Mr.  Chase,  in  which  he  says  there  is  no  importance 
to  a  scheme  which  goes  from  this  Conference  to  the  States  only 
by  a  majority  of  one  or  two  States.  If  one  or  two  States  only, 
which  are  here,  reject  this  compromise,  it  will  be  rejected  entire- 
ly. Once  more  I  say  it  would  have  been  better  for  all  to  have 
stood  upon  the  Virginia  alternative. 

Mr.  STOCKTON :— I  have  not  much  to  say,  sir.  I  rise  with 
a  sadness  which  almost  prevents  my  utterance.  I  was  bom  at 
Princeton.  My  heart  has  always  beat  for  the  Union.  I  have 
heard  these  discussions  with  pain  from  the  commencement. 
Shall  we  deliberate  over  any  proposition  which  shall  save  the 
Union?  The  country  is  in  jeopardy.  We  are  called  upon  to 
save  it.  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  came  here  for  that  purpose, 
and  no  other.  They  have  laid  aside  every  other  motive ;  they 
have  yielded  every  thing  to  the  general  good  of  the  country. 
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The  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  meets  their  con* 
cnrrence.  Republicans  and  Democrats  alike,  have  dropped  their 
opinions,  for  politics  should  always  disappear  in  the  presence  of 
a  great  question  like  this.  Politics  should  not  be  thought  of  in 
view  of  the  question  of  disunion.  By  what  measure  of  execration 
will  posterity  judge  a  man  who  contributed  toward  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union }  Shall  we  stand  here  and  higgle  about  terms 
when  the  roar  of  the  tornado  is  heard  that  threatens  to  sweep 
our  Government  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  BeUeve  me,  sir^ 
this  is  a  question  of  peace  or  war. 

In  the  days  of  Some,  Curtius  threw  himself  into  the  chasm 
when  told  by  the  oracle  that  the  sacrifice  of  his  life  would  save 
his  country.  Alas  1  is  there  no  Curtius  here  ?  The  alternative 
is  a  dreadM  one  to  contemplate  if  we  cannot  adopt  these  propo- 
sitions and  secure  peace.  It  is  useless  to  attempt  to  dwarf  this 
movement  of  the  South  by  the  name  of  treason.  Call  it  by  what 
name  you  will,  it  is  a  revolution,  and  this  is  a  right  which  the 
people  of  this  country  have  derived  in  common  from  their  an- 
cestors. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^I  now  move  that  we  proceed  to  take  the 
vote,  and  propose  to  take  it  upon  the  first  section  of  the  report 
of  the  majority. 

Mr.  ELLIS : — ^I  move  so  to  amend  the  rule  that  when  the 
report  is  taken  up  each  section  and  each  distinct  proposition 
shall  be  voted  on  separately. 

The  PRESIDENT :— I  think  this  motion  is  out  of  order,  and 
the  question  will  be  taken  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  for  the  adoption  of  the  first  section,  which  the  Secre- 
tary will  now  read. 

SscmoN  1.  la  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States  north  of 
the  parallel  of  86^  80'  of  north  latitade,  involnntary  servitade,  except  in 
pnnishment  of  crime,  is  prohibited.  In  all  the  present  territory  south  of 
that  line,  the  status  of  persons  held  to  inyolnntary  service  or  labor,  as  it  now 
exists,  shall  not  be  changed ;  nor  shall  any  law  be  passed  by  Oongress  or  the 
Territorial  Legislature  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons  firom 
any  of  the  States  of  this  Union  to  said  territory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights 
arising  from  said  relation ;  but  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  Judicial  cog- 
nizance in  the  Federal  courts,  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law. 
When  any  Territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Oon- 
gress may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  equal  to  that  required  for  a 
member  of  Congress,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  repubUcan,  be  ad« 
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ndtted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or 
without  inYolontary  aerTitode,  as  the  Oonatitation  of  aaoh  State  maj  pro- 
fide. 

The  qneation  on  agreeing  to  said  section  resnlted  as  foUo^TS — 
Indiana  declining  to  vote: 

Atsb.— Delaware,  Eentodkj,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  P^mBjlyania, 
Bhode  Island,  and  Tenne8see--8. 

KoBs. — Oonnectiont,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massabhnsetts,  Ifissonri,  New 
York,  North  Oarolina,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  YirginiA— 11. 

And  the  section  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  £rom  the  votes  of  their 
respective  States :  Mr.  Buffen  and  Mr.  Mobshead,  of  North 
Oarolina;  Ifr.  Totten,  of  Tennessee;  Mr.  Coalteb  and  Mr. 
HoTJOH,  of  Missouri ;  Mr.  Bbonsqn,  Mr.  Cobniko,  Mr.  Dodgb, 
Mr.  Wool,  and  Mr.  GnAKasB,  of  Kew  York ;  Mr.  Mbbedith 
and  Mr.  Wilmot,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr.  Eives  and  Mr.  Suii- 
MSBS,  of  Yiiginia ;  Mr.  Olay  and  Mr.  BuTLEBy  of  Kentucky ; 
and  Mr.  Looak,  of  Blinois. 

The  vote  was  taken  in  the  midst  of  much  partially  suppressed 
excitement)  and  the  announcement  of  the  vote  of  different  States 
occasioned  many  sharp  remarks  of  dissent  or  approval  After 
the  vote  was  announced,  for  some  minutes  no  motion  was  made, 
and  the  delegates  engaged  in  an  informal  conversation. 

Mr.  TuBHXB  finally  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  OBAKGEB:— To  say  that  I  am  disappointed  by  the 
xesult  of  this  vote,  would  ML  to  do  justice  to  my  feelings.  I 
move  that  the  Conference  adjourn  until  half-past  seven  o'clock 
this  eveniog.  I  think  it  well  for  those  gentlemen  from  the  slave 
States  especially,  who  have  by  their  votes  defeated  the  compro- 
miae  we  have  labored  so  long  and  so  earnestly  to  secure,  to  take 
a  little  time  for  consideration.  Gentlemen  we  have  yielded  much 
to  your  fears,  much  to  your  apprehensions ;  we  have  gone  to  the 
very  verge  of  propriety  in  giving  our  assent  to  the  committee's 
report  We  have  incurred  the  censure  of  some  of  our  own  peo- 
ple, but  we  were  willing  to  take  the  risk  of  all  this  censure  in 
order  to  allay  your  apprehensions.  We  expected  you  to  meet  ub 
in  the  path  of  compromise.  Instead  of  that  you  reject  and  spurn 
our  propositions.  Take  time,  gentlemen,  for  reflection.  Beware 
how  you  spurn  this  report,  and  incur  the  awful  responsihilily 
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which  will  follow.  Beject  it,  and  if  the  country  is  plunged  in 
war,  and  the  Union  endangered,  you  are  the  men  who  will  be 
held  responsible. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  been  deeply  pained  at  the  manner  in 
which  some  gentlemen  haye  here  spoken  of  the  possible  dissolu- 
tion of  this  Government.  When,  perchance,  the  rude  hand  of 
violence  shall  here  have  seized  upon  the  muniments  and  ar- 
chives of  our  country's  history ;  when  all  the  monuments  of  art 
that  time  and  treasure  may  here  have  gathered,  shall  be  destroy- 
ed ;  when  these  proud  domes  shall  totter  to  their  fall,  and  the 
rank  grass  wave  around  their  mouldering  columns;  when  the 
very  name  of  Washington,  instead  of  stirring  the  blood  to  patri- 
otic action,  shall  be  a  byeword  and  a  reproach — then  will  this 
people  feel  what  was  the  value  of  the  Union  1 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  adopted  by  a  vote  of  14 
ayes  to  5  noes,  and  the  Conference  adjourned  to  seven  o'clock 
and  thirty  minutes  this  evening. 


EVENTtfG   SESSION— EIGHTEENTH  DAY. 
Washington,  Tuksdat,  February  26/lA,  1861. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  pursuant  to  adjournment 
by  the  President. 

Mr.  WICKUFFE :— I  hope  after  some  of  the  ioformal  con- 
sultations which  have  been  held  since  the  adjournment  of  the 
Conference  this  afternoon,  that  we  may  yet  be  able  to  bring  our 
minds  together,  and  to  adopt  the  propositions  recommended  by 
the  committee.  It  is,  however,  certain  that  the  vote  had  better 
not  be  taken  this  evening.  I  therefore  move  an  adjournment 
until  ten  o'clock  to  morrow  morning. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  agreed  to ;  ayes  17,  noes  3,  and 
the  Conference  adjourned. 
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NINETEENTH  DAT. 

Washington,  Wednesday,  FSbruary  27thj  1861. 

The  Conference  afisembled  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was 
called  to  order  by  President  Tylkr.    Prayer  was  offered  by  Eev. 

Dr.  GURLEY. 

The  PRESIDENT :— The  Conference  will  now  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day,  the  proposals  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE :— I  suppose,  under  the  rules  which  the  Con- 
ference has  adopted,  discussion  of  these  proposals  is  no  longer  in 
order.  I  hope  now  the  Conference  will  proceed  to  the  TOte. 
The  opinions  of  each  delegation  are  undoubtedly  fixed,  and  can- 
not be  changed  by  farther  argument. 

I  move  you,  sir,  the  adoption  of  the  first  section  of  the  report 
as  amended,  which  I  ask  to  have  read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  section  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  as  follows : 

Sbohon  1.  In  aU  the  present  territorj  of  the  United  States  north  of  the 
paraUd  of  86*"  80'  of  north  latitade,  involantarj  servitnde,  exoept  in  pnn- 
iahment  of  crime,  is  prohibited.  In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that 
Hne,  the  status  of  persons  held  to  inyolnntary  service  or  labor,  as  it  now 
exists,  shfdl  not  be  changed ;  nor  shfdl  any  law  be  passed  by  Oongress  or  the 
Territorial  Legifilatore  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons  from 
any  of  the  States  of  this  Union  to  said  territory,  nor  to  impair  the  righta 
arising  from  said  relation ;  bnt  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance 
in  the  Federal  courts,  according  to  the  course  of  <^e  common  law.  When 
any  Territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Oongress 
may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  equal  to  that  required  for  a  mem- 
ber 0^  Congress,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted 
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into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without 
inyolontary  servitade,  as  the  Oonatitntion  of  such  State  maj  jnrovide. 

The  vote  npon  said  section  resulted  as  follows :  ^ 
Atb8. — ^Delaware,  Ulinda,  Kentndkj,  Maryland,  New  Jersej,  Ohio,  P«nn- 

sylvania,  Bhode  Island,  and  Tennessee— 9. 

Noes. — Oonnecticnt,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massaohosetts,  North  Oardlina,  New 

Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Yir^^nin— 8.  * 

So  the  section  was  adopted. 

The  vote  of  New  York  being  called,  Ifc.  Ejno,  temporaiy 
Chairman  of  the  del^ation,  said: 

The  question  arises  concerning  the  vote  of  Kew  York.  Mr. 
Field,  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  State,  is  necessarily  absent 
from  the  Conference,  having  left  to  attend  to  the  argnment  of  a 
canse  in  the  Supreme  Court  noted  for  argnment  this  morning. 
It  is  his  understanding,  and  with  him  that  of  a  majority  of  the 
delegation,  that  the  vote  of  New  York  is  to  be  cast  against  this 
section,  and  the  whole  report.  Under  these  circxmistances  I  pro- 
pose to  give  the  vote  of  New  York  as  it  would  be  given  if  Mr. 
Field  was  present 

Mr.  COKNING :— I  object  to  this.  The  vote  of  that  State 
should  be  given  as  the  majority  of  the  commissioners  present  de- 
cide. And  I  think  this  is  a  matter  for  the  delegation,  and  that 
the  Conference  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

The  PEESIDENT :— An  absent  member  cannot  participate 
in  the  control  of  a  vote  except  by  general  leave  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 

Mr.  KING : — ^If  Mr.  Field  is  not  to  be  taken  into  the  account, 
the  vote  of  New  York  upon  this  section  is  divided.* 

*  I  have  not  heretofore  expressed  my  own  opinions  upon  the  action  of  tlie  CSod- 
ference  or  of  delegations ;  bat  as  much  has  been  sdd  about  the  vote  given  by  New 
York,  or  rather  the  division  of  the  delegation,  under  which  no  vote  was  given,  it  is 
due  to  the  parties  concerned  that  I  should  state  my  own  understanding  of  the  practice 
of  the  Conference  in  this  respect  After  the  rejection  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gkabi 
(found  on  page  209),  and  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Dnrr,  so  far  as  my 
own  knowledge  goes  it  was  never  deemed  necessary  that  the  entire  delegation  from  a 
State  should  be  present  in  order  to  cast  its  vote.  I  was  present  all  the  time,  and  fi«- 
quentiy  cast  the  vote  of  my  own  State  upon  previous  consultation  with  my  colleagues, 
when  a  minority  of  the  delegation  was  absent  This  was  frequentiy  done,  to  my  per- 
sonal knowledge,  by  other  States :  by  none  more  frequentiy  than  Virginia.  During 
several  of  the  sessions  the  Prendent  hfanself  was  absent,  and  the  diair  was  filled  fbr 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  by  Mr.  AuncAinHBR,  or  Mr.  Mobihiai),  of  Kentucky.  I  can 
recall  to  mind  several  occudons  when  the  vote  of  Yix^g^  was  cast  by  Mr.  Snooir 
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Mr.  EWING :— The  vote  of  Kansas  is  also  divided. 

Mr.  HACKLEMAN :— The  vote  of  Indiana  is  divided.  The 
commissioners  of  Indiana  were  appointed  by  virtue  of  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  which  require  them  to 
report  to  the  L^islature  any  proposition  before  voting  for  it 
finally,  so  as  to  jommit  the  State  either  for  or  against  it.  It 
is  impossible,  under  the  circumstances,  to  submit  this  proposition 
of  amendment  to  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  for  approv^  or  re- 
jection.   Indiana,  therefore,  declines  to  vote. 

Mr.  SLAUGHTEE :— As  the  delegation  from  Indiana  de- 
dines  to  cast  its  vote,  I  desire  to  have  my  individual  vote  entered 
in  the  afSrmative  upon  this  section. 

Mr.  ELUS : — ^For  the  same  reason  I  desire  to  have  my  vote 
entered  in  the  negative. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  fix)m  the  vote  of  their 
respective  States :  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Mobeheap,  of  Kentucky ; 
Mr.  SuFFiN  and  Mr.  Mobehsad,  of  North  Carolina ;  Mr.  Mekb- 
DBTH  and  Mr.  Wilmot,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr.  Toiten,  of  Tennes- 
see ;  Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois ;  Mr.  Eives  and  Mr.  Suhmebs,  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Woloott,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^I  move  the  adoption  of  the  second  section 
of  the  report  as  amended,  and  ask  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it  as  follows : 

SsonoK  2.  No  territory  shaU  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  except  by 
disooyery,  and  for  naval  and  commercial  stations,  depots,  and  transit  routes, 
without  the  concurrence  of  a  minority  of  fdl  the  Senators  from  States  which 
allow  inyolnntary  servitade,  and  a  minority  of  all  the  Senators  from  States 
which  prohibit  that  relation ;  nor  shall  territory  be  acquired  by  treaty,  un- 
less the  YOtes  of  a  minority  of  the  Senators  from  each  class  of  States  herein- 
before mentioned  be  cast  as  a  part  of  the  two-thirds  minority  necessary  to 
the  ratification  of  such  treaty. 

The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  section  two  was  taken,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows : 

Ayes. — Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 11. 

Nobs. — Oonnecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Caro- 
lina, New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont — 8. 

•lone,  no  other  member  of  his  delegation  bdng  present  When  the  question  arose 
ugoD.  the  vote  of  New  York,  I  was  surprised  that  this  point  was  not  insisted  upon ;  but 
deeming  it  a  matter  excluslTely  for  the  delegation  from  that  State  to  settle,  I  did  not 
tlunk  the  case  one  in  which  ptlkers  should  interfere.  L.  K  0. 
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New  York  and  EaiiBaB  were  dividecL 

So  the  Bection  was  adopted 

The  following  gentlemen  diseented  from  the  yote  of  their 
Statea:  Mr.  MsBEurm  and  Mr.  Wujiot,  of  Pemujlyania ;  Mr. 
BuFFiN  and  Ifr.  Mobehsad,  of  North  Gftrolina ;  Mr  Ttlxb,  of 
Yirginia;  Ifr.  Olat,  of  Eentnoky;  and  Mr.  'Haokjlemas  and 
Mr.  Obth,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE :— I  now  moye  the  adoption  of  the  third  see- 
tion  of  the  report  as  amended,  and  request  that  it  may  be  read* 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read' as  follows : 

Sionoir  8.  Neither  the  Oonatitation  nor  any  amendment  thereof  shall  be 
oonatmed  to  giye  Oongreaa  power  to  regulate,  aboliah,  or  oontroi,  within  any 
State,  the  relation  established  or  reoognized  bj  the  laws  tiiereof  tonohing  per- 
sons held  to  labor  or  inyolnntary  servioe  therdn,  nor  to  interfere  with  oc 
abolish  inyolnntarj  seryice  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia  withont  the  consent 
of  Maryland  and  withont  the  consent  of  the  owners,  m  making  the  owners 
who  do  not  consent  jnst  oompensation ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or 
prohibit  representatiyes  and  others  from  bringing  with  them  to  the  Biitriot 
of  Colombia,  retaining  and  taking  away,  persons  so  held  to  labor  or  serviee; 
nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolidi  inyolnntary  senrice  in  places  nnder 
the  ezdnsiye  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  within  those  States  and  Terri* 
tories  where  the  same  is  established  or  reoognixed ;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  remoyal  or  transportation  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  inyolnntary  senrioe 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  State  or  Territcny 
thereof  where  it  is  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  nsage;  and  the  ri^t 
during  transportation,  by  sea  or  riyer,  of  tonohing  at  ports,  shores,  and  land- 
ings, and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  ezirt ;  but  not  the  ri^t  of  tna- 
tit  in  or  through  any  State  or  Territory,  or  of  sale  or  traffic,  against  the  laws 
thereof.  Nor  shall  Congress  haye  power  to  anthorise  any  higher  rate  of  tax- 
ation on  persons  held  to  labor  or  senrioe  than  on  land. 

The  bringing  intotheDistriotof  Columbia  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  ser- 
yice  for  sale,  or  placing  them  in  depots  to  be  afterwards  transferred  to  other 
places  for  sale  as  merchandise,  is  prohibited. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  section  resulted  in  the 
following  vote : 

Atis. — ^Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Ifissouri,  New  Jers^i 
North  Carolina,  Ohio,  P^msylyania,  Bhode  Idand,  Tennessee,  and  Yirginia 
—12. 

Noxs. — Connecticut,  Indiana^  lowai  Maine»  Kassadhusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  yermont— 7. 

New  York  and  Kansas  were  divided. 

So  the  section  was  adopted 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  firom  the  vote  of  their 
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States:  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  Cook,  of  nUnois;  Mr. 
Blauohteb,  of  Indiana ;  and  Mr.  Ohase,  and  Mr.  WoLoorr,  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  GUTBnilE : — ^I  move  the  adoption  of  the  fourth  section 
of  the  report  as  amended. 

And  the  Secretary  read  it  as  follows : 

SiOTioif  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Oonstitulion  shall  not  be  construed  to  prerent  any  of  the  States,  by 
appropriate  legislatioiif  and  through  the  action  of  their  judicial  and  ministeiiid 
officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  ftig^tiyes  from  labor  to  the  person  to 
whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  section  resulted  in  the 
following  vote : 

Ates. — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  OaroHna,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  lUiode  Island, 
Tennessee,  Vermont,  and  Virginia— 16. 

Noes. — ^lowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Hampshire— 4. 

New  York  and  Kansas  were  divided. 

And  the  section  was  adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their 
respective  States :  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Connecticut ;  Mr.  Hacklb- 
KAK  and  Mr.  Obth,  of  Indiana ;  and  Mr.  Chasb  and  Mr.  Wol- 
OOTT,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE :— I  now  move  the  adoption  of  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  report  as  amended. 

It  was  read  by  the  Secretary  as  follows : 

SxonoK  5.  The  foreign  slaye-trade  is  hereby  forever  prohibited ;  and  H 
shall  be  the  duty  of  Oongress  to  pass  laws  to  preyent  the  importation  of 
davea,  coolies,  or  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  into  the  United  States  and 
the  Territories  from  places  beyond  the  limits  thereof! 

The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  this  section  resulted  as  follows : 

Ates. — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylyaniay 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 16. 

Nobs. — ^lowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Oarolina,  and  Yirginia — 5. 

So  this  section  was  adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their 
respective  States :  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Connecticut ;  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Kentucky ;  Mr.  Euefin  and  Mr.  Mobkhead,  of  North  Carolina ; 
Mr.  WoLooTT  and  Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio ;  and  Mr.  Haoklbmai? 
and  Mr.  Obth,  of  Indiana. 
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Mr.  GUTHRIE : — ^I  moye  the  adoption  of  the  sixth  section 
of  the  report  as  amended,  and  desire  that  the  Secretary  may  read 
that  also. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows : 

Sbotiox  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  seotionB,  together  with  tiiis  Beotion 
of  these  amendments,  and  the  third  paragri^h  of  the  seoond  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Oonstitation,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section 
of  the  fonrth  article  thereof^  shall  not  be  amended  or  abolished  withont  the 
consent  of  all  the  States. 

The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  this  section  stood  as  follows : 

Ates.— Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentnck^,  Maryhmd,  lOssonri,  New  Jenej, 
Ohio,  Pennsylyania,  Bhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Kansas — 11. 

Noes. — Oonnecticnt,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Caro- 
lina, New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Virginia— 9. 

The  State  of  New  York  was  divided. 

And  this  section  was  adopted. 

The  following  gentiemen  dissented  from  the  Tote  of  their 
States : — ^Mr.  Euffin  and  Mr.  Mobehsad,  of  North  Carolina ; 
Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Woloott,  of  Ohio ;  Mr.  Cook,  erf  Illinois; 
and  Mr.  Summebs  and  Mr.  Bives,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE : — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  seventh  sec- 
tion of  the  report,  as  amended. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows: 

Section  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States  shaU  paj 
to<the  owner  the  fall  value  of  his  fh^tive  from  labor,  in  all  cases  where  the 
marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  dntj  it  was  to  arrest  snch  ftigitiye,  was  pre- 
vented from  so  doing  bj  violence  or  intimidation  from  mobs  or  riotons  as- 
semblages, or  when,  after  arrest,  snch  fugitive  was  rescued  by  like  violence 
or  intimidation,  and  the  owner  thereby  deprived  of  the  same ;  and  the  ao- 
ceptance  of  snch  payment  shall  prednde  the  owner  from  farther  claim  to 
snch  fugitive.  Oongress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to  the  citizens  of 
each  State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  this  section  was  as  follows : 
Atbs. — ^Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Eentudky,  Maryland,  New  Jersey, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Bhode  Idand,  Tennessee,  and  Kan* 
sas— 12. 

Noes. — Oonnectiout,  Iowa,  Maine^  Ifissouri,  North  Oarolina,  Vermont, 
and  Virginia-— 7. 

The  vote  of  New  York  was  divided. 

So  this  last  section  was  also  adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  firom  the  vote  of  their 
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xeBpectiye  States :— Mr.  Buvmr  and  Mr.  Mobbhbab,  of  North 
Oarolina ;  Mr.  ToTiKsr,  of  TezmeBsee ;  Mr.  Hackleicak  and  Mr. 
Qbth,  of  Indiana;  and  lib.  Chase  and  Mr.  Wolooit,  of  Obia 

Mr.  CHASE: — ^The  sections  which  have  been  adopted  seve- 
raUj,  as  a  whole  .may  not  be  acceptable  to  a  majority  of  the 
Conference.  They  have  been  adopted  by  different  votes  and 
diJBSsrent  majorities.  I  think  a  vote  should  be  taken  upon  them 
collectively,  in  order  that  we  may  know  whether,  as  a  single 
proposition,  they  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Conference.  I 
move  that  a  vote  be  taken  upon  the  several  sections  as  a  whole. 

The  PRESIDENT:— It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  that  this 
motion  is  not  in  order.  Each  section,  when  once  approved  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  stands  as  the  order  of  the  Conference.  These 
sections  have  been  severally  taken  up,  amended,  and  adopted, 
and  no  further  vote  is  necessary  or  proper,  except  by  way  of 
reconsideration. 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^I  think  the  motion  an  important  one,  and 
with  all  deference,  appeal  firom  the  decision  of  the  Chair  to  the 
Oonferenes. 

The  PEESIDENT :— The  question  is.  Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  order  of  the  Conference? 

Mr.  CHASE : — ^As  I  have  no  wish  except  to  secure  a  fidr 
vote,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  may  be  technically  coirect,  I 
wiU  withdraw  my  appeal. 

Mr.  FRANKTifN" :— Having  adopted  the  report  of  the  coin- 
mittee,  I  think  now  there  shoi^d  be  an  expression  of  the  Con- 
ference upon  the  question  of  secession.  I  therefore  move  the 
adoption^of  the  following  resolution : 

Betoheiy  As  the  sense  of  this  Gonyention,  tliat  the  highest  politictl  duty 
of  every  dtizen  of  the  United  States  is  his  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Goveni- 
ment  created  by  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  State  of 
this  Union  has  any  oonstitntional  right  to  secede  therefrom,  or  to  absolye  the 
eitixoas  of  saoh  State  from  their  allegiance  to  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  B AKRENTGEK :— I  move  to  lay  that  resolution  on  the 
table.  This  is  a  Convention  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, not  to  make  commentaries  upon  that  instrument. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND :— I  ask  a  vote  by  States. 

The  question  was  taken  by  States,  and  resulted  as  follows : 
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Atb8.— Delaware,  Kentackj,  Maryland,  Miasonri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia— 9. 

Nose. — Oonnecticat,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachnsetts,  New 
York,  New  Hampshire,  Pennsjlyania,  Bhode  Island,  Vermont,  and  Kan- 
sas—12. 

And  the  Convention  refnsed  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  CO ALTEK : — ^I  offer  the  following  amendment :  strike 
ont  all  after  the  word  resolve,  and  insert  as  follows : 

'*  The  term  of  office  of  all  Presidents  and  Vice-Presidenti  of  the  United 
States,  hereafter  elected,  shall  be  six  years ;  and  any  person  once  elected  to 
either  of  said  offices  shall  ever  after  be  ineligible  to  the  same  office.'' 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Coalteb  was  rejected  by  a  inva  voce 
vote. 

Mr.  SEDDON: — ^I  now  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  ^^  resolved  "  in  Mr.  Fbanxlin's  resolution,  and 
insert  a  series  of  amendments  hitherto  proposed  by  myself,  as 
follows : 

To  secure  concert  and  promote  harmony  between  the  slaveholding  and 
non-slaveholding  sections  of  the  Union,  the  assent  of  the  migority  of  the 
Senators  from  the  slayeholding  States,  and  of  the  minority  of  the  Senators 
from  the  non-slayeholding  States,  shall  be  requisite  to  tibe  yalidity  of  all 
action  of  the  Senate,  on  which  tiiie  ayes  and  noes  may  be  called  by  five 
Senators. 

And  on  a  written  declaration,  signed  and  presented  for  record  on  the 
Journal  of  the  Senate  by  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from  either  the  non- 
slaveholding  or  slaveholding  States,  of  their  want  of  confidence  in  any  officer 
or  appointee  of  the  Executive,  exercising  fimctions  exclusiyely  or  continur 
onsly  within  the  class  of  States,  or  any  of  them,  which  the  signers  represent, 
then  such  officer  shall  be  removed  by  the  Executive ;  and  if  not  removed  at 
the  expiration  of  ten  days  from  the  presentation  of  such  declaration,  the 
office  shall  be  deemed  vacant,  and  open  to  new  appointment. 

The  connection  of  every  State  with  the  Union  is  recognized  as  depending 
on  the  continuing  assent  of  its  people,  and  compulsion  shall  in  no  case,  nor 
under  any  form,  be  attempted  by  the  Government  of  the  Union  against  a 
State  actmg  in  its  collective  or  organic  capacity.  Any  State,  by  the  action 
of  a  convention  of  its  people,  assembled  pursuant  to  a  law  of  its  legislature, 
is  held  entitled  to  dissolve  its  relation  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  with- 
draw from  the  Union ;  and,  on  due  notice  given  of  such  withdrawal  to  the 
Executive  of  the  Union,  he  shall  appoint  two  commissioners,  to  meet  two 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  who,  with  the 
aid,  if  needed  from  the  disagreement  of  the  commissioners,  of  an  umpire,  to 
be  selected  by  a  minority  of  them,  shall  equitably  adjudicate  and  determine 
finally  a  partition  of  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  withdrawing  State ; 
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and  snch  a^JQdioation  and  partition  being  accompliahed,  the  withdrawal  of 
saoh  State  shall  be  recognized  by  the  Execntive,  and  annonnced  by  pnblio 
proclamation  to  the  world. 

Bat  snch  withdrawing  State  shall  not  afterwards  be  readmitted  into  the 
Union  withont  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  States  constituting  the  ITnioii 
at  the  time  of  the  proposed  readmission. 

I  desire  to  get  these  amendments  on  the  JonmaL  It  is  my 
duty  to  offer  them,  and  I  wish  the  Journal  to  show  that  I  have 
perfonned  that  duty. 

Mr.  FRANKLIN : — ^I  then  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table,  and  to  give  the  gentleman  leave  to  have  it  inserted  in 
the  Journal.    That  will  accomplish  his  purpose. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  amendment 
on  the  table,  and  resulted  in  an  affirmative  vote. 

Mr.  RUFFIN : — ^I  regard  the  mission  of  this  Convention  as 
now  performed,  and  I  hope  we  shall  take  up  no  new  questions, 
which  can  only  distract  and  divide  us.  I  therefore  move  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  this  resolution  indefinitely. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Buffo's  motion,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ates. — ^Delaware,  Kentadkj,  Maryhmd,  lifissonii,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia— 10. 

Noes. — Oonneoticat,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachosetts,  and 
Pennsylvaniar— 7. 

The  vote  of  New  York  was  divided. 

Messrs.  Dunoan  and  Akss  dissented  from  the  vote  of  Ehode 
Island. 

Ifc.  GUTHRIE : — ^It  will  be  necessary  that  this  proposition 
be  presented  to  Congress  in  an  authentic  form,  and  I  suppose  it 
will  not  be  necessary  for  the  Convention  to  continue  its  sessions 
until  this  presentation  is  made.  I  therefore  offer  the  following 
preamble : 

To  THE  CONGBBSS  OF  THB  UNITED  StATES: 

The  Conyention  assembled  npon  the  invitation  of  the  State  of  Yiiiginia  to 
acynst  the  nnhappy  differences  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  Union 
and  threaten  its  continaanoe,  make  known  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  that  their  body  conyened  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  4th  instant^ 
and  continued  in  session  until  the  27th. 

There  were  in  the  body,  when  action  was  taken  npon  that  which  is  here 
submitted,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  commissioners,  representing  the 
following  States :  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 


FBOGEXDEZrOS    OF    TBE    CONSf EIUSHOEL'  449 

laland,  CoimeotioTity  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Peimsjlyania,  Delaware^ 
Maijland,  Yirginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentndcj,  Missonri,  Ohio^ 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Kansas. 

They  have  approved  what  is  herewith  submitted,  and  respeotftiUj  reqaest 
that  your  honorable  body  wiU  submit  it  to  oonventions  in  the  States  as  an 
article  of  amendment  to  ^e  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EANDOLPH : — ^I  move  the  adoption  of  the  preamble, 
and  that  the  same,  with  the  propositions  already  adopted,  be 
authenticated  by  the  present  Secretary,  and  that  all  be  presented 
by  the  President  of  this  Oonvention  t%the  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  with  a  respectfal  request  for  their  passage. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B  AKEINGEE :— As  the  labors  of  the  Convention  are 
now  closed,  I  presume  there  is  no  occasion  for  continuing  the 
injunction  of  secrecy.  As  notes  of  the  proceedings  have  been 
taken  with  a  view,  I  presume,  to  publication,  I  now  move  that 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  against  speaking  of  the  action  of  the 
Convention,  or  the  publication  of  its  proceedings,  be  removed. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Babbingeb  was  agreed  to  by  a  viva  voce 
vote. 

Mr.  JOHNSON: — ^I  desire  here  to  have  printed  in  the  Jour- 
nal the  following  resolution. 

Leave  was  granted  to  Mr.  Johnson  as  requested,  and  his 
resolution  was  as  foUows : 

Resohed^  That  while  the  adoption,  by  the  States  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Geor- 
gia, Florida,  Alabama,  Mssissippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  of  ordinances  de- 
claring the  dissolution  of  their  relation  with  the  Union,  is  an  event  deeply  to 
be  deplored ;  and  while  abstaining  from  any  judgment  on  their  conduct,  we 
would  express  the  earnest  hope  that  they  may  soon  see  cause  to  resume  their 
honored  places  in  this  Confederacy  of  States;  yet  to  the  end  that  such  return 
may  be  facilitated,  and  from  the  conviction  that  the  Union  being  formed  by 
the  assent  of  the  people  of  the  respective  States,  and  being  compatible  only 
with  freedom,  and  the  republican  institutions  guaranteed  to  each,  cannot  and 
ought  not  to  be  maintained  by  force,  we  deprecate  any  effort  by  the  Federal 
Government  to  coerce  in  any  form  tiie  said  States  to  reunion  or  submission, 
as  tending  to  irreparable  breach,  and  leading  to  incalculable  iUs;  and  we 
earnestly  invoke  the  abstinence  from  all  counsels  or  measures  of  compulsioD 
toward  them. 

Mr.  POLLOCK : — ^The  Committee  on  Finance  have  made  an 
examination  of  the  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  for  prinV 
ing,  stationery,  &c.,  by  the  Conference.    It  has  been  ailieadj 
29 
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stated  that  the  expense  of  printing  the  Journal  is  met  by  the 
dtj  of  Washington.  The  additional  expense  incnrred  amonntB 
to  $735.  If  this  is  equally  apportioned  among  the  States  repre- 
sented it  will  amoant  to  $35  each.  It  is  for  the  Conference  to 
decide  in  what  manner  the  assessment  shall  be  made. 
Mr.  BEOWNE :— I  offer  the  following  resolution : 

BuoUed^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  be  received  and  accepted ; 
that  the  conmiittee  be  contiimed,  and  requested  to  make  the  necessary  dia- 
bnTsements ;  and  that  the  8tat|B  now  pay  over  the  sum  assessed  to  the  chauv 


And  the  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  LOOMIS : — I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the 
Conference  the  following  letter,  which  has  been  addressed  by  the 
I»X)prietorB  of  the  hall  to  the  Secretary.  I  ask  that  the  letter 
may  be  read,  and  I  also  offer  the  following  resolution. 

The  letter  was  read,  as  follows: 
Obaftb  J.  Wbioht,  Esq., 

Secretary  Conference  Convention: 

&m : — ^Please  inform  the  Convention  that  we  have  tendered,  free  of  chargOi 
the  use  of  our  Hall  and  lights,  which  they  have  occnpied.  We  hope  the  use 
may  be  sanctified  by  restoring  peace  to  the  Union. 

We  are,  respectfully,  Ac., 

J.  0.  &  H.  A.  WiLLABD. 

Fehrrtary  28eZ,  1861.  • 

And  the  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  was  as 
follows: 

JBeeohedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  Oonvention  are  jnstly  dne,  and  are 
hereby  (^ven,  to  the  Messrs.  Willard,  for  the  liberal  and  generons  tend^, 
free  of  charge,  of  the  nse  of  the  Hall  and  the  lights,  for  the  purposes  ex- 
pressed in  their  letter  to  the  Secretary ;  and  that  the  Secretary  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  them  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Dodge  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  that,  too,  was 
unanimously  agreed  to : 

BeeoUedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  Oonvention  are  justiy  due  and  hereby 
given  to  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  city  of  Washington,  for  their  kindness 
and  liberality  to  the  members  of  this  Oonvention,  in  defraying  so  large  an 
amount  of  their  expenses  for  printing  and  stationery,  and  also  for  the  officers 
to  protect  this  hall  and  the  members  from  intrusion  whilst  in  session,  and 
Ihat  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  communicate  the  same  to  said  parties. 

.On  motion  of  Mr.  Bandolph,  the  thanks  of  the  Conference 
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were  tendered  to  the  dei^gymen  of  the  city  for  their  servioes 

dnring  the  Oonference. 

The  thanks  of  the  Oonference  were  also  presented  to  the  Seo> 

retarj  and  his  assistants. 

Mr.  EWLSTQ  : — ^I  move  the  adoption  of  the  following : 
Retched^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Oonyentioii  be  tendered  to  the  Pred- 

denty  for  the  dignified  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  oyer 

the  deliberations  of  this  body. 

The  resolution  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Hagklemak,  it  was 
onanimonslj  adopted ;  wberenpon  President  Ttleb  addreissed  the 
Conference  as  follows : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Oonterenoe  : 

"The  labors  of  this  Convention  are  drawing  to  a  close. 
Before  we  separate  never  in  this  world  to  meet  again,  I  am 
mnch  pleased  that  the  resolution  yon  have  jnst  adopted  gives  me 
an  opportunity  of  uttering  a  few  words  of  congratulation  and 
farewell. 

"We  came  together  at  a  most  important  and  critical  time. 
One  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  American  Union,  a  common- 
wealth which  had  contributed  its  fuU  share  to  the  honor  and 
glory  of  the  nation — ^having  as  great  interests  at  stake  as  any 
other  member  of  the  sisterhood  of  States — summoned  you  here 
to  consider  new  additions  to  our  Constitution,  which  the  experi- 
ence of  near  three-quarters  of  a  century  had  taught  us  were 
required.  I  expected  from  the  first  that  you  would  approach 
the  consideration  of  the  new  and  important  questions  which 
must  arise  here,  with  that  patriotism  and  intelligence  which 
belongs  to  the  descendants  of  the  patriots  of  the  Bevolution  and 
the  statesmen  of  the  Convention  of  1787.  I  have  not  been  dis- 
appointed. In  the  whole  course  of  a  public  life,  much  longer 
than  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  man,  I  have  been  associated  with 
many  bodies  of  my  feUow-citizens,  convened  for  legislative  or 
other  purposes,  but  I  here  declare  that  it  has  never  been  my 
good  fortune  to  meet  with  an  association  of  more  intelligent, 
thoughtful,  or  patriotic  men,  than  that  over  which  I  have  been 
here  called  to  preside.  I  cannot  but  hope  and  believe  that  the 
blessing  of  GOD  will  follow  and  rest  upon  the  result  of  your 
labors,  and  that  such  result  will  bring  to  our  country  that  quiet 
and  peace  which  every  patriotic  heart  so  earnestly  desires.    I 
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thank  yon  moBt  Bmcerely  for  that  kindness  and  partiality  on 
your  part  which  induced  yon  to  call  me  to  the  honorable  position 
of  yonr  presiding  officer,  and  for  the  courtesy  so  nniformly  ex- 
tended in  the  disdiarge  of  the  responsible  duties  of  that  position. 

"  Gentlemen,  farewell  I  I  go  to  finish  the  work  yon  have 
assigned  me,  of  presenting  your  recommendations  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  ask  those  bodies  to  lay  your  pro- 
posals of  amendment  before  the  people  of  the  American  Union. 
Although  these  proposals  are  not  in  all  respects  what  I  could 
have  desired — ^although  I  should  have  preferred  the  adoption  of 
those  recommended  by  the  L^islature  of  Yirginia,  because  I  know 
they  would  have  been  acceptable  to  my  own  constituents,  still  it 
is  my  duty  to  give  them  my  official  approval  and  support.  It  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  entire  unanimity  of  opinion  should  exist 
among  the  representatives  of  so  large  a  population,  and  so  many 
diversified  interests,  as  now  comprise  the  Bepublic  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  probable  that  the  result  to  which  you  have  arrived 
is  the  best  that  under  all  the  circumstances  could  be  expected. 
So  fSetr  as  in  me  lies,  therefore,  I  shall  recommend  its  adoption. 

^^  May  you  have  a  happy  and  safe  return  to  your  constituents 
and  your  families !  May  you  all  inculcate  among  your  people  a 
spirit  of  mutual  forbearance  and  concession;  and  may  GOD 
protect  our  country  and  the  Union  of  these  States,  which  was 
committed  to  us  as  the  blood-bought  legacy  of  our  heroic  ances- 
tors!'' 

Mr.  WIOKLTFFE :— I  move  that  the  Convention  do  now 
adjourn,  its  labors  having  come  to  an  end ;  and  I  would  suggest 
that  the  delegates  meet  informally  and  take  leave  of  each  other 
at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Bbownb  moved  that  the  Conference  adjourn  without  day, 
and  his  motion  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : 

Atss.— Delaware,  Illinoifly  Kentnoky,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Ohio, 
Rhode  laland,  Tennessee,  and  Yermont— 9. 

Nobs. — Oonneoticat,  Indiana,  IGssonri,  North  Oarolina,  and  Pennsyl- 
yania— 5. 

And  the  Conference  adjourned  without  day. 
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No.  L 

Befobb  the  final  vote  was  taken  npon  the  proposals  of  amendment 
to  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States,  reported  by  the  General  Cohk 
mittee  of  which  Mr.  Guthbie  was  Chairman,  and  the  votes  npon  the 
various  substitutes  offered  for  such  proposals,  there  were  ttoenty'Cne 
States  represented  in  the  Conference. 

Maine  and  Iowa  were  represented  by  their  respective  Congressional 
delegations ;  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Delaware,  Illiiiois, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Missouri,  by  delegates  appointed  by  their  respective  Legislatores, 
under  joint  resolutions  which  are  here  inserted ;  New  Hampshire,  Yer* 
mont,  Connecticut,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Indiana,  and  Kansas, 
by  delegates  appointed  by  their  respective  Governors. 

The  resolutions  of  Virginia  originated  the  call  for  the  Conference. 

Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  California,  and  Oregon  were  not 
represented.  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Greorgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Arkansas,  and  Texas  had  passed  ordinances  of  secession  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Conference.  Messrs.  Benjamin  and  Slidell,  the 
Senators  from  Louisiana,  withdrew  from  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  before  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitntion  were  re- 
ported to  the  Conference. 

The  following  resolutions  of  their  respective  States  were  presented 
by  the  delegates  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Credentials,  and  were  ordered  by 
the  Conference  to  be  printed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chase.* 

*  See  page  64,  Brooeediogii  of  the  OoDfiBrenoe. 
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TENNESSEE. 
BBBOLmoNB  proposing  amendmenU  to  the  Canatitution  of  the  United  Statee^ 

Beeohed  hy  the  General  Aeeembly  of  the  State  of  Tenneeaee^  That  a  Con- 
vention of  delegates  from  all  the  Blaveholding  States  should  assemble  at 
Naeihyille,  Tennessee,  or  such  other  place  as  a  majority  of  the  States  cooper- 
ating may  designate,  on  the  fonrth  day  of  February,  1861,  to  digest  and  define 
a  basis  npon  which,  if  poscdble,  the  Federal  Union  and  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  slave  States  may  be  perpetuated  and  preserved. 

Beaohedy  That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  appoint 
a  number  of  delegates  to  said  Convention,  of  our  ablest  and  wisest  men, 
equal  to  our  whole  delegation  in  Congress;  and  that  the  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee immediately  furnish  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Governors  of 
the  Blaveholding  States,  and  urge  the  participation  of  such  States  in  said 
Convention. 

Beeohed^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  such  plan  of  ad- 
justment should  embrace  the  following  propositions  as  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States: 

1.  A  declaratory  amendment  that  African  slaves,  as  held  under  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  slaveholding  States,  shall  be  recognized  as  property,  and 
entitled  to  the  atatue  of  other  property,  in  the  States  where  slavery  exists,  in 
an  places  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Congress  in  the  slave  States, 
in  all  the  Territories  south  of  86°  80' ;  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  in  transit; 
and  whilst  temporarily  sojourning  with  the  owner  in  the  non-eJaveholding 
States  and  Territories  north  of  86'*  80',  and  when  fugitives  from  the  owner, 
in  the  several  places  above  named,  as  well  as  in  all  places  in  the  exdudve 
Jurisdiction  of  Congress  in  the  non-slaveholding  States. 

2.  That  all  the  territory  now  owned,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  acquired 
by  the  United  States  south  of  the  parallel  of  86**  80' ;  African  slavery  shall  be 
recognized  as  existing,  and  be  protected  by  all  the  departments  of  the  Fed- 
eral and  Territorial  Governments,  and  in  all  north  of  that  line,  now  owned, 
or  to  be  acquired,  it  shall  not  be  recognized  as  existing ;  and  whenever  States 
Ibnued  out  of  any  of  said  territory  south  of  said  line,  having  a  population 
equal  to  that  of  a  congressional  district,  shall  apply  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  the  same  shall  be  admitted  as  slave  States,  whilst  States  north  of  the 
line,  formed  out  of  said  territory,  and  having  a  population  equal  to  a  Con- 
gressional district,  shall  be  admitted  without  slavery;  but  the  States  formed 
out  of  said  territory  north  and  south  having  been  admitted  as  members  of 
the  Union,  shall  have  all  the  powers  over  the  institution  of  davery  possessed 
by  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

8.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  places  under  its 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  situate  within  the  limits  of  States  that  permit  the 
holding  of  slaves. 

4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  within  the  Bbtdct  of 
Columbia,  as  long  as  it  exists  in  the  a^oining  States  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, or  either,  nor  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants,  nor  without  just 
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Compensation  made  to  saoh  owners  of  slayes  as  do  not  consent  to  snoh 
abolishment  Nor  shall  Congress  at  any  thne  prohibit  the  officers  of  the 
Federal  Goyemment  or  members  of  Ck)ngress  whose  duties  require  them  to 
be  in  said  District,  from  bringing  with  them  their  slaves,  and  holding  them 
as  snoh,  during  the  time  their  duties  may  require  them  to  remain  there,  and 
afterwards  take  them  from  the  District. 

5.  Congress  shall  haye  no  power  to  prohibit  or  hinder  the  transportation 
of  slayes  from  one  State  to  another,  or  the  Territory  in  which  slayes  are  by 
law  permitted  to  be  held,  whether  that  transportation  be  by  land,  nayigable 
riyers,  or  by  seas. 

6.  In  addition  to  the  fhgitiye  slaye  dause,  provide  that  when  a  slaye  has 
been  demanded  of  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  to  which  he  has  fled, 
if  he  is  not  delivered,  and  the  owner  permitted  to  carry  him  out  of  the  State 
in  peace,  the  State  so  failing  to  deliver,  shall  pay  to  the  owner  the  value  of 
sudi  slave,  and  such  damages  as  he  may  have  sustained  in  attempting  to 
reclaim  his  slave,  and  secure  his  right  of  action  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  with  execution  against  the  property  of  such  State  and  the 
ia^vidaals  thereofl 

7.  No  future  amendment  of  the  Constitution  shall  affect  the  six  preceding 
articles,  nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution,  nor  tiie  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution;  and  no  amendments  shall  be  made  to  the  Consti- 
tution which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  any  power  to  abolish  or 
interfere  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  by  whose  laws  it  is,  or  may  be 
allowed  or  permitted. 

8.  That  slave  property  shall  be  rendered  secure  in  transit  through,  or 
whilst  temporarily  sojourning  in,  non-slaveholding  States  or  Territories^  or 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

9.  An  amendment  to  the  effect  that  all  fugitives  are  to  be  deemed  thoae 
offending  the  laws  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  and  who  escape 
therefrom  to  other  States;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  each  State  to  suppress 
armed  invasion  of  another  State. 

ReBoltedy  That  said  Convention  of  the  sUveholding  States  having  agreed 
upon  a  basis  of  adjustment  satisfactory  to  themselves,  should,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  General  Assembly,  refer  it  to  a  Convention  of  all  the  States,  slave- 
holding  and  non-slaveholding,  in  the  manner  following: 

It  should  invite  all  States  friendly  to  such  plan  of  adjustment,  to  elect 
delegates  in  such  manner  as  to  reflect  the  popular  will,  to  assemble  in  a 
Constitutional  Convention  of  all  tiie  States  North  and  South,  to  be  held  at 

Richmond,  Virginia,  on  the day  of  February,  1861,  to  revi^e  and  perfect 

such  plan  of  adjustment,  for  its  reference  for  final  ratification  and  adoption 
by  a  Convention  of  the  States  respectively. 

Rewhedy  That  should  a  plan  of  a4justment,  satisfEUstory  to  the  South,  not 
be  acceded  to  by  a  requinte  number  of  States  to  perfect  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly 
that  the  slaveholding  States  should  adopt  for  themselves  the  Constitution  of 
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the  United  States,  with  sach  amendments  as  may  be  satis&otory  to  tlie  daye- 
holding  States,  and  that  they  should  invite  into  the  Union  with  them  all 
States  of  the  North  which  are  willing  to  abide  snch  amended  Constitntion 
and  frame  of  Qovemment,  severing  at  once  all  .connections  with  States  r^ 
ftising  snch  reasonable  guarantees  to  onr  More  safety;  snch  renewed  con- 
ditions of  Federal  Union  being  first  submitted  for  ratification  to  ConYenti<»i 
of  all  the  States  respectively. 

Sesohed,  That  tiie  Gk>vemor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  furnish  copies  of 
these  resolutions  immediately  to  the  Governors  of  the  non-alaven&lding 
States. 

omo. 

JomT  Rbsoltjtions  0/  the  General  Assembly  qf  the  State  of  Ohio,  relatiee  to 
the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  the  Contention  to  meet  in  Washing- 
ton on  the  4tth  ofFebruaryy  proximo.    Passed  January  30,  1861. 

Whebsas,  The  Commonwealth  of  Virgmia  has  appointed  five  Commis- 
doners  to  meet  in  the  City  of  Washington  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next, 
with  similar  Commisrioners  from  other  States,  and  after  frill  and  free  confer- 
ence to  agree^  if  practicable,  upon  some  adjustment  of  the  unhappy  difficulties 
now  dividing  our  country,  which  may  be  alike  satis&ctory  and  honorable  to 
the  States  concerned ;  therefore  be  it 

Jtesohed,  hy  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohib,  That  the  Gov- 
ernor, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  five  Commissioners  to  represent 
the  State  of  Ohio  in  said  Conference. 

Besohedj  That  while  we  are  not  prepared  to  assent  to  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment proposed  by  Virginia,  and  are  fdly  satisfied  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  as  it  is,  if  fairly  interpreted  and  obeyed  by  all  sections  of 
oor  country,  contains  ample  provisions  within  itself  for  the  correction  of  all 
evils  complained,  yet  a  dispontion  to  reciprocate  the  patriotic  spirit  of  a 
sister  State,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  have  harmoniously  adjusted  all  cUfferenoes 
between  us,  induce  us  to  favor  the  appointment  of  the  Commission  as  re- 
quested. 

Jtesohedj  That  the  €k>vemor  be  requested  to  transmit  without  delay  a 
copy  of  these  Resolutions  to  each  of  the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  end  that  they  may  repair  to  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the 
day  hereinbefore  named,  to  meet  such  Commissioners  as  may  be  appointed 
by  any  of  the  States  in  accordance  with  the  aforesaid  propositions  of  Yir- 
^nia. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  it  will  be  wise 
and  expedient  to  a^'oum  the  proposed  Convention  to  a  later  day,  and  that 
the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  are  requested  to  use  their 
influence  in  procuring  an  adjournment  to  the  fourth  day  of  April  next. 
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KENTUCKY. 

RESOLxmoKB  anointing  Commimonera  to  attend  a  Cor^erenee  at  Woihinff' 
ton  City,  Fdmupry  4thy  in  aeeordanee  ioith  the  invitation  qf  the  Virginia 
Legialature, 

Whsbbas,  The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  with  a  view  to  make  an 
effort  to  preserve  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  in  the  spirit  in  which  thej 
were  established  by  the  Fathers  of  the  Republic,  have,  by  resolution,  invited 
an  the  States  who  are  willing  to  unite  with  her  in  an  earnest  effort  to  adjust 
the  present  unhappy  controversies,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  on  the 
4th  of  February  next,  to  consider,  and  if  practicable,  agree  upon  some  suit- 
able adjustment — 

Beiohed^  That  we  heartily  accept  the  invitation  of  our  Old  Mother  Vir- 
ginia, and  that  the  following  six  Conmiissioners,  viz. :  Wm.  0.  Butler,  James 
B.  Clay,  Joshua  F.  Bell,  C.  8.  Morehead,  James  Guthrie,  and  Chas.  A.  Wiok- 
liffe,  be  appointed  to  represent  the  State  of  Kentucky  in  the  contemplated 
Convention,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  repair  to  the  City  of  Washington,  on 
the  day  designated,  to  meet  such  Commissioners  as  may  be  appointed  by  any 
of  the  States  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  invitation. 

Hesohedy  That  if  said  Commissioners  shall  agree  upon  any  plan  of  adjust- 
ment requiring  amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  they  be  requested 
to  conmiunicate  the  proposed  amendments  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  same  submitted  by  that  body,  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
Constitution,  to  the  several  States  for  ratification. 

Resolved^  That  if  said  Commissioners  cannot  agree  on  an  adjustment,  or  if 
agreeing,  Congress  shall  refuse  to  submit  for  ratification  such  amendments 
as  they  may  propose,  the  Commissioners  of  this  State  shall  immediately  com- 
municate tiie  result  to  the  Executive  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  be  by  him 
laid  before  this  General  Assembly. 

JResohed,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  the 
propositions  embraced  in  the  resolutions  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Hon.  Johk  J.  CmrxENDEN,  so  construed,  that  the  first  article 
proposed  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  shall 
apply  to  an  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held  or  hereafter  acquired 
south  of  latitude  36''  80',  and  provide  that  slavery  of  the  Afirican  race  shaU 
be  effectuoUy  protected  as  property  therein  during  the  continuance  of  the 
Territorial  Government ;  and  the  fourth  article  shall  secure  to  the  owners 
of  slaves  the  right  of  transit  with  their  slaves  between  and  through  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  and  Territories,  constitute  the  basis  of  such  an  adjustment 
of  the  unhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  the  States  of  this  Confederacy, 
as  would  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Bewhedy  That  tiie  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  communi- 
cate information  of  the  foregoing  appointment  to  the  Commissioners  above 
named,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  and  that  he  also  communicate  copies 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Exeontive  of  the  respective  States. 
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INDIANA. 

A  Joint  BBSOLunoir  authorieing  the  Governor  to  appoint  Commi$iianer$  <• 
meet  thoee  $ent  hy  other  States  in  Convention  on  the  state  of  the  Uhion^ 

Whebeas,  The  State  of  Virginia  has  transmitted  to  this  State  resolntioiui 
adopted  by  her  Cleneral  Assembly,  inviting  all  snoh  States  as  are  willing  to 
unite  with  her  in  an  earnest  effort  to  a^jost  the  unhappy  controversies,  in  the 
spirit  in  which  the  Constitution  was  originally  formed,  to  send  Commission- 
ers to  meet  those  appointed  by  that  State  in  Convention,  to  be  held  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next,  to  consider,  and  if 
possible,  to  agree  upon  some  suitable  adjustment. 

And  whereas,  some  of  the  States  to  which  invitations  were  extended  by 
.the  State  of  Virginia  have  already  responded  and  appointed  their  ConuniB- 
fiioners;  tSurefore, 

BesoUiedf  ly  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  we 
aooept  the  invitation  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  true  spirit  of  fraternal 
feeling,  and  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  is  hereby  directed  and  empowered 
to  appoint  five  Commissioners  to  meet  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  our 
rister  States,  to  consult  upon  the  unhappy  differences  now  dividing  the 
country ;  but  the  said  Commissioners  shall  take  no  action  that  will  conmiit 
this  State  until  nineteen  of  the  States  are  represented,  nor  without  first  having 
communicated  with  this  General  Assembly  in  regard  to  such  action,  and 
having  received  the  authority  of  the  same  so  to  conmiit  the  State. 

Resohedy  That  while  we  are  not  prepared  to  assent  to  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment proposed  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  Con- 
stitution, if  fairly  interpreted  and  obeyed,  contains  ample  provisions  within 
itself  for  the  correction  of  the  evils  complained  of;  still,  with  a  disposition 
to  redprocate  the  patriotic  desire  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  to  ha^e 
harmoniously  a^usted  all  differences  existing  between  the  States  of  the 
Union,  this  General  Assembly  is  induced  to  respond  to  the  invitation  of 
Virginia,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Conmiissioners  herein  provided  for ;  but 
as  the  time  fixed  for  the  Convention  to  assemble  is  so  near  at  hand  that  the 
States  cannot  all  be  represented,  it  is  expected  that  the  Commissioners  on 
behalf  of  this  State  will  insist  that  the  Convention  adjourn  until  sudi  time  as 
the  States  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  being  represented. 

Resohedy  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  requested  to  transmit 
copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Executives  of  each  of  the  States  of  the 
Union. 

*  DELAWARE. 

•  Joint  RssoLxrnoNS  appointing  Commissioners. 

Whseeas,  The  State  of  Virginia  has  recommended  the  holding  of  a 
Convention  of  Delegates  from  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  at  the  (Xty  of 
Washington,  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
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into  CQDBideratioii  and  perfeetang  some  plan  of  acUnating  the  matters  in  oon- 
troyersy  now  so  unhappily  sabsisting  in  the  flunily  of  States,  and  has 
appointed  five  Oommissioners  to  represent  the  people  of  that  Oommonwealth 
in  said  Conyention ;  and 

Whereas^  the  people  of  the  State  of  Delaware  regard  the  preseryation 
of  the  Union  as  paramonnt  to  any  political  consideration,  and  are  fixed  in 
their  determination  that  Delaware,  the  first  to  adopt  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, will  be  the  last  to  do  any  act  tending  to  destroy  the  integrity  of  the 
Union;  therefore, 

Be  it  reiohed  ly  the  Senate  and  Eouse  of  jRepresentatwes  qf  the  State  qf 
Delaware  in  General  Aseemlly  met.  That  the  Hon.  Qeorge  B.  Rodney,  Daniel 
M.  Bates,  Esq.,  Dr.  Henry  Ridgley,  Hon.  John  W.  Houston,  and  William 
Oannon,  Esq.,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Oommissioners,  on  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  to  represent  the  people  of  said  State  in  the  Con- 
yention to  be  held  at  Washington,  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next. 

Besolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  th«  people  of 
Delaware  are  thoroughly  deyoted  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  that 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  foregoing  resolution  are  expected  to 
emulate  the  example  set  by  the  immortal  patriots  who  framed  the  Federal 
Constitution,  by  sacrificing  all  minor  considerations  upon  the  altar  of  the 
Union. 

Resolved^  further^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  aboye  preamble  and  resolutions  to  each  of  the  Com- 
missioners herein  and  hereby  appointed,  duly  attested  under  the  great  seal 
of  the  State. 

Beeohed,  further^  That  immediately  upon  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions,  it  shall  be  tiie  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  copy  thereof^  certified  by  him ;  and 
when  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  haye  receiyed  said  copy  so  certified,  it 
shall  be  eyidence  that  said  preamble  and  resolutions  were  duly  adopted  by 
this  General  Assembly. 

ILLINOIS. 

Whebx^s,  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia  haye  been  communicated 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  proposing  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners by  the  seyeral  States  to  meet  in  Conyention,  on  the  fourtili  day 
of  February,  A.  D.  1861,  at  Washington. 

Eesolved  hy  the  Senate,  the  ffbuse  of  Bi^esentativea  concurring  herein^ 
That  with  the  earnest  desire  for  the  return  of  harmony  and  kind  relationa 
among  all  our  sister  States,  and  out  of  respect  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  Goyemor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  appoint  fiye  Commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  confer  and  consult  with  the  Conmiis- 
rioners  of  other  States  who  shall  meet  at  Washington :  Provided,  That  said 
Oommissioners  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Blinoia. 


460  APPENDIX. 

JSeBohed^  That  the  appdntment  of  Oommisdoners  by  the  State  of  IDinoii^ 
in  response  to  the  inyitation  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  is  not  an  expreadon 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  this  State  that  any  amendment  of  the  Federal 
Oonstitntion  is  requisite  to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  States 
adequate  gaarantees  for  the  seenrity  of  their  rights,  nor  an  approral  of  the 
bads  of  settlement  of  oar  difficulties  proposed  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  but 
it  is  an  expression  of  our  willingness  to  unite  with  the  State  of  Virginia  in 
an  earnest  effort  to  adjust  the  present  imhappy  controversies  in  the  spirit  in 
which  the  Oonstitution  was  originally  formed,  and  consistently  with  its 
principles. 

Bssohedf  That  while  we  are  willing  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  in 
convention  with  those  of  other  States  for  consultation  upon  matters  which 
at  present  distract  our  harmony  as  a  nation,  we  also  insist  that  the  appro- 
priate and  constitutional  method  of  considering  and  acting  upon  the  griev- 
ances complained  of  by  our  sister  States,  would  be  by  the  call  of  a  Conven- 
tion for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  in  the  manner  contemplated  by 
the  fifth  article  of  that  instrument ;  and  if  the  States  deeming  themselves 
aggrieved,  shall  request  Congress  to  call  such  Convention,  the  Le^ature  of 
Illinois  will  and  does  concur  in  such  calL 


NEW    JERSEY. 

Joint  Bbsolutions  in  relation  to  the  Union  of  the  States, 

Whebsas,  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  conforming  to  the  opinion  of  ^'  the 
Father  of  his  Country,^'  consider  the  unity  of  the  Government,  which  con- 
stitutes the  people  of  the  United  States  one  people,  a  main  pillar  in  the  edi- 
fice of  their  independence,  the  support  of  their  tranquillity  at  home  and 
peace  abroad,  of  their  prosperity,  and  of  that  liberty  which  they  so  highly 
prize ;  and  properly  estimating  the  immense  value  of  their  National  Union 
to  their  individual  happiness,  they  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable 
attachment  to  it  as  the  palladium  of  their  political  safety  and  prosperity ; 
therefore, 

1.  Be  it  resohed  Jyy  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  qfKew 
Jersey y  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen,  in  all  suitable  and  proper 
ways,  to  stand  by  and  sustain  the  Union  of  the  States  as  transmitted  to  ns 
by  our  fathers. 

2.  And  he  it  resolved,  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  a 
National  Government,  and  the  Union  it  was  designed  to  perfect  is  not  a  mere 
compact  or  league ;  and  that  the  Constitution  was  adopted  in  a  spirit  of 
mutual  compromise  and  concession  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
can  only  be  preserved  by  the  constant  recognition  of  that  spirit. 

8.  And  he  it  resolved^  That  however  undoubted  may  be  the  right  of  the 
Greneral  Government  to  midntain  its  authority  and  enforce  its  laws  over  all 
parts  of  the  country,  it  is  equally  certain  that  forbearance  and  compromise 
are  indispensable  at  this  crisis  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  that  it  is 
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the  dictate  of  reason,  wisdom,  and  patriotism,  peaoefiiUy  to  ac^Qst  whaterer 
differences  exist  between  the  different  sections  of  the  conntry. 

4.  And  he  it  re$ohed,  That  the  resolutions  and  propositions  submitted  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  Honorable  John  J.  Orittenden,  of 
Kentucky,  for  the  compromise  of  the  questions  in  dispute  between  the  people 
of  the  northern  and  of  the  southern  States,  or  any  otiier  constitutional 
method  that  will  permanentiy  settie  the  question  of  slavery,  will  be  accept- 
able to  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  Senators  and  Bepre- 
sentatives  in  Congress  from  New  Jersey  be  requested  and  eamestiy  urged  to 
support  those  resolutions  and  propositions. 

5.  And  he  it  reiohed,  That  as  the  Union  of  the  States  is  in  imminent 
danger  unless  the  remedies  before  suggested  be  speedily  adopted,  then,  as  a 
last  resort,  the  State  of  New  Jersey  hereby  makes  application,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  call 
a  Convention  (of  the  United  States)  to  propose  amendments  to  said  Constitu- 
tion. 

6.  And  he  it  resolved,  That  such  of  the  States  as  have  in  force  laws  which 
interfere  with  the  constitutional  rights  of  citizens  of  the  other  States,  either 
in  regard  to  their  persons  or  property,  or  which  militate  against  the  just 
construction  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  that  provides  that  "  the  citizens 
of  each  State  shall  be  entitied  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several  States,'*  are  eamestiy  urged  and  requested,  for  the  sake  of 
peace  and  the  Union,  to  repeal  all  such  laws. 

7.  And  he  it  reeohed,  That  his  Excellenoy  Charles  S.  Olden,  Peter  D. 
Yroom,  Bobert  F.  Stockton,  Beigamin  Williamson,  Joseph  F.  Randolph, 
Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen,  Rodman  H.  Price,  William  C.  Alexander,  and 
Thomas  J.  Stryker,  be  appointed  Commissioners  to  confer  with  Congress  and 
our  sister  States,  and  urge  upon  them  the  importance  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  principles  and  objects  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

8.  And  he  it  reeohedy  That  the  Commissioners  above  named,  in  addition 
to  their  other  powers,  be  aathorized  to  meet  with  those  now  or  hereafter  to 
be  appointed  by  our  sister  State  of  Virginia,  and  such  Commissioners  of  other 
States  as  have  been,  or  may  be  hereafter  appointed,  to  meet  at  Washington 
on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next 

9.  And  he  it  resolved,  That  co^jles  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  sent  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  from 
New  Jersey,  and  to  the  Qovemors  of  the  several  States. 

NEW  YORK. 

CovouBBENT  RBSOLunoirs  appointing  Commissioners  from  this  State  to  meet 
Commissioners  from  other  States  at  Washington,  on  invitation  (f  Vtr* 
ginia. 

Whxbxas,  the  State  of  Virginia,  by  resolutions  of  her  Qeneral  Assembly, 
passed  the  19th  instant,  has  invited  such  of  the  slaveholding  and  non-alave- 
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holding  States  as  are  wiUing  to  unite  with  her,  to  meet  at  Washington,  on  the 
fourth  of  February  next,  to  consider,  and,  if  practicable,  agree  on  some  suit- 
able adjustment  of  our  national  difficulties ;  and  whereas,  tlie  people  of  New 
York,  while  they  hold  the  opinion  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  StateSi 
as  it  is,  contains  all  needful  guarantees  for  the  rights  of  the  States,  are  never- 
theless ready,  at  all  times,  to  confer  with  their  brethren  upon  all  alleged 
grieyances ;  and  to  do  all  tiiat  can  justly  be  required  of  them  to  allay  discon- 
tent; therefore 

Eeaohed,  That  David  Dudley  Held,  William  Curtis  Noyes,  James  S.  Wads- 
worth,  James  C.  Smith,  Amaziah  B.  James,  Erastus  Coming,  Addison  Gardi- 
ner, Greene  C.  Bronson,  William  £.  Dodge,  Ez-Govemor  John  A.  King,  imd 
Miijor-G«neral  John  E.  Wool,  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners, 
on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  meet  Commissioners  from  other  States,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next,  or  so  soon  thereafter 
as  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed  by  a  minority  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
to  confer  with  them  upon  the  complaints  of  any  part  of  the  coxmtry,  and  to 
suggest  such  remedies  therefor  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit  and  proper ;  but  the 
said  Commissioners  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  control  of  this  Legislar 
tore,  and  shall  cast  five  votes  to  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  their  number* 

JSesohed^  That  in  thus  acceding  to  the  request  of  Virginia,  it  is  not  to  be 
miderstood  that  this  Legislature  approves  of  the  propositions  submitted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  or  concedes  the  propriety  of  their  adop- 
tion by  the  proposed  Convention.  But  while  adhering  to  the  position  she 
has  heretofore  occupied,  New  York  will  not  reject  an  invitation  to  a  con- 
ference, which,  by  brining  together  the  men  of  both  sections,  holds  out  the 
possibility  of  an  honorable  settlement  of  our  national  difficulties,  and  the  res- 
toration of  peace  and  harmony  to  the  coxmtry. 

Besohedf  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going resolutions  to  the  Executive  of  the  several  States,  and  also  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  to  inform  the  Commissioners  without  delay 
of  their  appointment 

Sesohed,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  honorable 
the  Senate,  with  a  request  that  they  concur  therein. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
BssoLunoNS  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  a  Convention  of  the  States, 

Whsbeas,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia  has  invited  a  meeting 
of  Commissioners  from  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  to  be  held  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next,  to  consider,  and  if 
practicable,  agree  upon  some  suitable  a^'ustment  of  the  unhappy  differences 
which  now  disturb  the  business  of  the  coxmtry  and  threaten  tiie  dissolution 
of  this  Union : 

And  whereaSy  in  the  opinion  of  this  Le^slature,  no  reasonable  cause  exists 
for  this  extraordinary  excitement  which  now  pervades  some  of  the  States, 
in  relation  to  their  domestic  institutions,  and  while  Pennsylvania  still  ad- 
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heres  to,  and  oazinot  siirrender  tlie  principles  which  she  has  always  enter- 
tained on  the  sabject  of  slavery,  this  Legislature  is  willing  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  Virginia,  and  nnite  with  her  in  an  earnest  effort  to  restore  the 
peace  of  the  conntry,  by  snch  means  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  principles 
npon  which  the  Constitution  is  founded ;  tlierefore, 

Besohed  hy  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  JSepresentativet  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsf/hcmia  in  General  Assembly  met^  That  the  invitation  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Yirg^a  to  her  sister  States,  for  the  appointment  of  Oonmiissioners 
to  meet  in  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the  fourth  of  February  next,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  accepted ;  and  that  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  seven  Commissioners  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  repair  to  the  City  of  Washington  on  the  day  desig- 
nated, to  meet  such  Commissioners  as  may  be  appointed  by  any  other  States 
which  have  not  authorized  or  sanctioned  the  seizure  of  the  forts,  arsenals,  or 
other  property  of  the  United  States,  to  connder,  and  if  possible,  to  agree  upon 
suitable  measures  for  the  prompt  and  final  settlement  of  the  difficulties  which 
now  exist :  Provided^  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  subject,  in  all 
their  proceedings,  to  the  instructions  of  this  Le^slature. 

Resolted,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania do  not  desire  any  alteration  or  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  any  recommendation  from  this  body  to  that  effect,  while 
it  does  not  come  within  its  appropriate  and  legitimate  duties,  would  not  meet 
with  their  approval ;  that  Pennsylvania  wiU  cordially  unite  with  the  other 
States  of  the  Union  in  the  adoption  of  any  proper  constitutional  measures 
adequate  to  guarantee  and  secure  a  more  strict  and  faithM  observance  of  the 
second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  provides,  among  other  things,  that  *^  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States," 
and  that  no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the  law  there- 
of, escaping  into  another,  shall  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  there- 
in, be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  the 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Resolve  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  attend  a  Convention  to  he 
held  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

Whebbas,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  is  desirous  of  a  full  and 
free  conference  with  the  General  Government,  and  with  any  or  all  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union,  at  any  time  and  on  every  occasion  when  such  con- 
ference may  promote  the  welfare  of  the  country ;  and  whereas,  questions  of 
grave  moment  have  arisen  touching  the  powers  of  the  Government  and  the 
relations  between  the  different  States  of  the  Union ;  and  whereas,  the  State 
of  Virginia  has  expressed  a  desire  to  meet  her  sister  States  in  Convention  at 
Washington;  therefore, 

JSesohedj  That  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  and  with  the 
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adyioe  and  consent  of  the  Oonndl,  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  appoint 
seven  persons  as  Commissioners,  to  proceed  to  Washington  to  confer  with  the 
Gtoeral  GoY^imient,  or  with  the  separate  States,  or  with  any  assodation  of 
delegates  from  such  States,  and  to  report  their  doings  to  the  Legislature  at 
its  present  session;  it  being  expressly  declared  that  their  acts  shall  be  at  all 
times  under  the  control,  and  subject  to  the  approval  or  rejection  of  the 
Legislature. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Whebbas,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  on 
the  19th  day  of  January  inst,  adopted  resolutions  inviting  the  sister  States 
of  this  Union  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  on  the  fourth  day  of  February 
next,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  to  consider  the  practicability  of  agreeing  on 
terms  of  a^jnstment  of  our  present  national  troubles : 

Besohedy  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint 
Aye  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  meet  such  CommissionerB  as 
may  be  i^ointed  by  other  States,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  February  next,  to  consider  and,  if  practicable,  agree  upon  some  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  present  unhappy  national  difficulties,  upon  the  bads  and 
in  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


MISSOURL 

Joint  Bbsoltttio^  to  appoint  Oommiuumen, 

Beiohed  Ity  the  JSbuae  of  B^fresentatives^  the  Senate  eoneurring  theretn^ 
That  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  John  D.  Coalter,  A.  W.  Doniphan^  Harrison  Hoo^ 
and  A.  H.  Budkner  be  appointed  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of 
Hlssouri,  to  meet  Commisdoners  from  Yirginia,  and  other  States,  in  Con- 
vention at  Washington  City,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1861,  to  endeavor  to 
agree  upon  some  plan  of  adjustment  of  existing  diffic^ties,  so  as  to  preserve 
or  to  reconstruct  the  Union  of  these  States,  and  to  secure  the  honor  and 
equal  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States.  Said  Commissioners  shall  always  be 
under  the  control  of  the  General  Assembly,  except  when  the  State  Convention 
shall  be  in  session,  during  which  time  they  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Convention. 
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No.  n. 

The  following  is  a  corrected  list  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Conference, 
with  their  respective  post  office  address. 

Mains. — William  P.  Fessenden,  Biddefard;  Lot  M.  Morrill;  Daniel  E. 
Somes,  Biddefard;  John  J.  Perry,  Chtford;  Ezra  B.  French,  BamarUeotta ; 
Freeman  H.  Morse,  Bath ;  Stephen  Cohnm ;  Stephen  C.  Foster,  Pern- 
Irohe, 

Kew  Hampshibb. — ^Amos  Tuck,  Exeter  ;  Levi  Ohamberlain ;  Asa  Fowler, 
Concord, 

Veemont.— rlliland  Hall,  North  Bennington;  Levi  Underwood,  Burling- 
ton; H.  Henrj  Bai^ter,  Rutland;  L.  E.  Ohittenden,  Burlington;  B.  D. 
Harris,  Brattleboro\ 

Massachusetts. — John  Z.  Goodrich,  Stoelhridgs ;  Charles  Alien,  Wor- 
cester; George  S.  Bontwell,  Oroton;  Theophilns  P.  Chandler,  Boston; 
Francis  B.  Crowninshield,  Boston;  John  M.  Forhes,  Salem;  Richard  P. 
Waters,  Salem, 

Bhode  Island. — Samnel  Ames,  Providence;  Alexander  Duncan,  Provi- 
dence; William  W.  Hoppin,  Providence;  George  H.  Browne,  Providence; 
Samuel  G.  Arnold,  Providence. 

CoNNEonouT. — ^Roger  S.  Baldwin,  WindJiam;  Chauncey  F.  Cleveland; 
Charles  J.  McCnrdy,  Lyme;  James  T.  Pratt;  Bobbins  Battell;  Amos  S. 
Treat,  Bridgeport.  • 

New  York. — David  Dudley  Field,  New  Torh;  William  Curtis  Noyes, 
New  Torh;  James  S.  Wadsworth,  Geneseo;  James C.  Smith,  Canandaigua; 
Amaaah  B.  James,  Ogdendmrg;  Erastus  Coming,  Albany;  Francis  Granger, 
Canandaigua  ;  Greene  C.  Bronson,  New  Yorh;  William  E.  Dodge,  New 
Torlc  ;  John  A.  King,  Jamaica  ;  John  E.  Wool,  Troy. 

New  Jersey. — Charles  S.  Olden,  Princeton  ;  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Trenton  ; 
Robert  F.  Stockton,  Princeton;  Benjamin  Williamson,  Elizdbeth ;  Joseph 
F.  Randolph,  Trenton ;  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen,  Newark  ;  Rodman  M. 
Price,  Harrison,  Hudson  Co. ;  William  C.  Alexander,  P.  0.,  92  Broadway, 
N.  Y. ;  Thomas  J.  Stryker,  Trenton. 

Pennsylvania. — James  Pollock,  Milton;  William  M.  Meredith,  Phila- 
delphia ;  David  Wilmot,  Towanda ;  A.  W.  Loomis,  Pittsburg  ;  Thomas  E. 
Franklm,  Lancaster;  William  MoKennan,  Washington;  Thomas  White, 
Indiana. 

Delaware. — George  B.  Rodney,  Newcastle  ;  Daniel  M.  Bates,  Wilming- 
ton; Henry  Ridgely,  Dover;  John  W.  Houston,  Milford;  William  Cannon, 
Bridgeville. 

Maryland. — John  F.  Dent,  Milestown;  Roverdy  Johnson,  Baltimore; 
John  W.  Crisfield,  Princess  Ann;  Augustus  W.  Bradford,  Govanstoicn ; 
William  T.   Goldsborough,    Cambridge;    J.  Dixon  Roman,  JIagerstown; 
Benjamin  C.  Howard,  CatontviUe. 
80 
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Virginia.— John  Tyler,  Sherwood  Forest;  William  0.  Rives;  John  W. 
Brockenbrongh,  Lexington ;  G^rge  W.  Summers,  Kanavika,  C,  H, ;  James 
A.  Seddon,  Goochland. 

KoBTH  Gabolina. — George  Davis,  Wilmington  ;  Thomas  Boffin,  Orth^ 
ham  ;  David  S.  Beid,  PUoBantville :  D.  M.  Barringer,  Raleigh  ;  J.  M.  More- 
head,  Greenboro*, 

Tennessee. — Samuel  Milligan,  Greenville  ;  Josiah  M.  Anderson,  Wahiut 
Valley;  Bobert  L.  Garrnthers,  Lebanon  ;  Thomas  Martin,  Pulaski ;  Isaac  B. 
Hawkins,  Huntington ;  A.  W.  0.  Totten,  Jackson ;  R.  J.  McKinney,  Knox- 
wile;  Alvin  Gnllom,  Livingston;  William  P.  Hickerson,  Manchester; 
George  W.  Jones,  FayettevUle;  F.  K.  ZoUicoffer,  Nashville;  William  BL 
Stephens,  Jackson, 

KJENTUOKT. — William  0.  Butler,  CarroUton;  James  B.  Clay,  Ashland; 
Joshua  F.  Bell,  Danville  ;  Charles  S.  Morehead,  Louisville  ;  James  Gathriey 
Louisville  ;  Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  Bardstoton, 

MissouBi. — John  D.  Goaltier,  St.  Louis;  Alexander  W.  Doniphan,  Lth- 
erty ;  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  Osceolo;  Aylett  H.  Buckner,  Bowling  Green; 
Hurison  Hough,  Charleston. 

Ohio. — Salmon  P.  Chase,  Columbus  ;  William  S.  Groesbeck,  Cincinnati; 
Franklin  T.  Backus,  Cleveland;  Beuben  Hitchcock,  Cleveland ;  Thomas 
Ewing,  Lancaster  ;  V.  B.  Horton,  Pomeroy  ;  C.  P.  Wolcott,  Akron. 

Indiana. — Caleb  B.  Smith,  Indianapolis  ;  Pleasant  A.  Haokleman,  Bushn 
wlU;  Godlove  S.  Orth,  LafayetU;  £.  W.  H.  Ellis,  Goshen;  Thomas  0. 
Slaughter,  Corydon. 

Illinois. — John  Wood,  Quit^ ;  Stephen  T.  Logan,  Springfield;  John. 
M.  Palmer,  CarlinviUe;  Burton  0.  Cook,  Ottowa;  Thomas  J.  Tomer, 
Freeport. 

Iowa. — James  Harlan,  Mt.  Pleasant;  James  W.  Grimes,  Burlington; 
Samuel  )I.  Curtis,  Keokuk  ;  William  Yandever,  Dubuqus. 

Kansas. — ^Thomas  Ewing,  jr.,  Leavenworth;  J.  C.  Stone,  Leavenworth; 
H.  J.  Adams,  Leavenworth  ;  M.  F.  Conway,  Lawrence. 


No.  in. 


In  the  United  States  Senate,  February  27th,  1861,  while  the  Army 
Appropriation  bill  was  under  consideration,  proceedings  relating  to  the 
Peace  Conference  were  opened  as  follows : 

Mr.  POWELL : — ^Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  postpone  this  bill  and 
take  np  another  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:  — The  Chair  beUeves  it  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  POWELL: — I  move  to  postpone  the  Army  bill  for  the 
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purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolutions  to  amend  the  Constitution  pro- 
posed by  my  colleague.  For  several  weeks  Senators  have  declined  to 
make  an  effort  to  call  up  the  propositions  of  my  colleague,  for  the 
reason  that  certain  Peace  Commissioners  were  in  session  in  this  capital, 
convened  at  the  call  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  I  am  confident  now  that 
that  Commission,  or  Peace  Congress,  or  Conference,  or  whatever  you  may 
call  it,  will  not  accomplish  any  thing.  Indeed,  certain  facts  have  faUen 
under  my  notice,  that  cause  me  to  believe  that  it  has  been  the  fixed 
purpose  of  certain  Republicans  that  that  Conference  should  not  accom- 
plish any  thing.  I  believe,  sir,  that  certain  conmussioners  from  States 
of  this  Union  have  been  brought  into  that  Conference  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  them  from  agreeing  on  any  thing.  I  have  thought  that 
for  some  time  past.  A  friend  sent  to  me  yesterday  the  Detroit  Free 
Press^  containing  two  letters  from  the  distinguished  Senators  frt)m  the 
State  of  Michigan  to  their  Governor,  which,  I  think,  clearly  and  fully 
establish  the  fact  that  the  Republicans,  a  portion  of  them  at  least, 
instead  of  sending  commissioners  to  that  Conference  with  a  view  to 
inaugurate  something  that  would  compromise  the  difficulties  by  which 
we  are  surrounded,  and  save  this  country  from  ruin,  have  absolutely 
been  engaged  in  the  work  of  sending  delegates  there  to  prevent  that 
commission  from  doing  any  thing.  I  send  this  paper  to  the  desk,  and 
ask  the  Secretary  to  read  these  letters. 
The  Secretary  read  as  follows : 

Washinotok,  February  15t7^  1861. 

Dear  Sib:  When  Virginia  proposed  a  Convention  in  Washington,  in 
reference  to  the  distorbed  condition  of  the  country,  I  regarded  it  as  another 
effort  to  debauch  the  public  mind,  and  a  step  toward  obtaining  that  conces- 
sion which  the  imperious  slave  power  so  insolently  demands.  I  have  no  doubt 
at  present  bat  that  was  the  design.  I  was  therefore  pleased  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Micliigan  was  not  disposed  to  put  herself  in  a  position  to  be  con- 
trolled by  such  influences. 

The  Convention  has  met  here,  and  within  a  few  days  the  aspect  of  things 
has  materially  changed.  Every  free  State,  I  think,  except  Michigan  and  Wis- 
consin, is  represented;  and  we  have  been  assured  by  fi lends  upon  whom  we 
can  rely,  that  if  those  two  States  should  send  delegations  of  true,  unflinching 
men,  there  would  probably  be  a  migority  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  as  it 
is,  who  would  frown  down  rebellion  by  the  enforcement  of  laws.  These 
friends  have  urged  us  to  recommend  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  our 
State;  and,  in  compliance  with  their  request,  Mr.  Chandleb  and  myself 
telegraphed  to  you  last  night.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  recommend- 
ations of  this  Convention  will  have  a  very  considerable  influence  upon  the 
public  mind,  and  upon  the  action  of  Congress. 

I  have  a  great  disinclination  to  any  interference  with  what  shoold  properly 
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be  submitted  to  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  the  Legislature,  in  which  I 
pkce  great  reliance;  but  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  that  it 
may  be  Justifiable  and  proper,  bj  any  honorable  moans,  to  avert  the  lasting 
disgrace  which  will  attach  to  a  free  people  who,  by  the  peaceful  ezerdse  of 
the  ballot,  have  just  released  themselves  from  the  tyranny  of  slavery,  if  they 
should  now  succumb  to  treasonable  threats,  and  again  submit  to  a  degrading 
thraldom.  K  it  should  be  deemed  proper  to  send  delegates,  I  think,  if  they 
could  be  here  by  the  20th,  it  would,  be  in  time. 

I  have  the  honor,  with  much  respect,  to  be  truly  yours, 

K.  8.  BINGHAM. 
To  his  Excellency  Grovemor  Blaib. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN :— I  submit  whether  it  is  in  order  to  go  into  a 
discussion  on  this  motion.  K  so,  I  suppose  thijs  must  be  regarded  as  a 
part  of  the  speech. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— The  Chair  understood  the  dia- 
cossion  to  be  in  order.  It  was  certainly  not  objected  to  at  the  time  the 
Senator  commenced. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN :— It  is  not  too  late  to  raise  the  point. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  motion  is  to  lay  aside  one 
bill  and  take  up  other  business ;  and  the  Chair  understood  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  to  be  giving  his  reasons  why  he  wished  that  to  be  done. 

Mr-  FESSENDEN :— If  it  is  in  order,  of  course  I  cannot  object  to 
it ;  but  I  raise  that  question. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— The  Senator  from  Maine  raises 
the  question  whether  this  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  POWELL : — ^There  was  no  objection  to  my  proceeding,  and  I 
suppose  I  have  a  right  to  go  on.  I  wish  the  letters  read  as  part  of  my 
speech. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN :— There  is  no  objection  to  reading  them. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  Chair  has  decided  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  is  in  order. 

Mr.  POWELL: — ^I  have  not  yielded,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
reading  these  letters. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— Is  an  appeal  taken  fi^m  the 
decision  of  the  Chair? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN :— I  take  no  appeal. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows : 

Washington,  February  IKA,  1861. 

Mt  Deab  Gh>yEBKOB :  Governor  Bingham  and  myself  telegraphed  you  on 
Saturday,  at  the  request  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  to  send  delegates 
to  the  Peace  or  Compromise  Congress.  They  admit  that  we  were  right  and 
that  they  were  wrong;  that  no  Republican  State  should  have  sent  delegates; 
but  they  are  here  and  cannot  get  away.    Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Rhode  Island 
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are  caving  in,  and  there  is  danger  of  Illinois ;  and  now  they  beg  ns,  for  Gk)d^8 
sake,  to  come  to  their  rescue,  and  save  the  Bepnblican  party  from  mptore. 
I  hope  you  will  send  sUff-haeked  men,  or  none.  The  whole  thing  was  gotten 
up  agdnst  my  judgment  and  advice,  and  will  end  in  thin  smoke.  Still,  I 
hope  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  some  of  onr  erring  brethren,  that  you  will 
send  the  delegates. 

Tmly  your  friend, 

Z.  CHANDLER. 
His  Excellency  Austin  Blaib. 

P.  S. — Some  of  the  manufacturing  States  think  that  a  fight  would  be 
awfuL  Without  a  little  blood-letting  this  Union  will  not,  in  my  estimation, 
be  worth  a  rush. 

Mr.  FOW£LL : — ^I  think  it  evident  from  these  letters,  tbat  there  is, 
and  has  been,  a  fixed  purpose  in  certain  quarters,  that  the  Peace  Con- 
ference should  do  nothing.  Indeed,  it  seems,  firom  the  letter  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Chandleb],  that  while  he  opposed  any 
Republican  State  going  into  this  Conference,  yet,  as  some  of  them  were 
there,  and  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  Ohio,  and  Rhode  Island  were 
about  to  cave  in,  on  the  advice  of  Massachusetta  and  New  York  he 
asked  Michigan  to  come  in  and  relieve  them,  and  save  the  Republican 
party  from  rupture.  Is  it  possible  that  the  Republican  party  is  to  be 
saved,  even  if  the  Union  be  destroyed?  It  is  very  evident  that  those 
"  stiff-backed  "  gentlemen  were  to  be  sent  here  in  order  to  prevent  any 
compromise  being  presented.  The  object,  then,  as  I  stated,  on  the 
part  of  certain  members  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  has  been  to 
send  delegates  to  the  Conference  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any 
compromise  measures  being  proposed  by  that  body.  They  desire,  m 
the  language  of  these  letters,  to  save  their  party  from  destruction. 
They  say  that  if  the  Conference  should  agree  on  any  thing,  it  would 
have  a  demoralizing  effect  upon  the  people,  and  upon  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress.  In  one  word,  it  will  have  the  efiect  to  make  a  rupture  in 
the  Republican  party,  which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Senators,  is 
higher,  holier,  and  better,  it  seems,  than  the  Union. 

In  consequence  of  this  fact  being  apparent,  that  it  is  not  the  design 
or  the  intention  that  the  Peace  Conference  should  do  any  thing,  I  think 
we  should  not  wait  for  it  any  longer,  but  the  Senate  should  proceed  at 
once  to  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  pro- 
posed by  my  colleague.  I  think  we  had  better  be  engaged  in  that  work 
—one  that  is  calculated,  if  the  propositions  of  my  colleague  should  pass, 
in  my  opinion,  to  save  the  country  from  further  disintegration.  I  think 
we  had  better  be  at  that,  than  be  appropriating  money  to  support  an 
Army  that  is  to  be  engaged,  it  seems,  in  the  work  of  blood-letting. 
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The  Senator  from  Michigan  thinks  the  Government  is  not  worth  a  rush 
until  it  shall  have  drawn  a  little  blood.  I  hope  my  motion  will  prevail, 
and  that  we  shall  lay  this  bill  aside  and  proceed  to  tlie  consideration 
N^of  the  measures  proposed  by  my  coUeagae. 

Mr.  CHANDLER :— The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  read  what 
purports  to  be  a  short  note  that  I  sent  the  other  day  to  the  Governor 
of  Michigan.  Whether  it  is  a  correct  copy  or  not^  I  cannot  say ;  I 
kept  no  copy  of  it,  nor  do  I  cate. 

Mr.  POWELL : — If  the  Senator  will  allow  me  one  word,  I  will 
state  to  the  Senate  that,  when  I  received  this  paper,  yesterday — 

Mr.  CHANDLER :— I  was  about  to  state  that. 

Mr.  POWELL :— I  asked  both  the  Senators  if  the  letters  were 
right.  They  told  me  tbey  kept  no  copies,  but  they  believed  they  were 
substantially  so. 

Mr.  CHANDLER : — I  was  going  to  say  that.  Now,  sir,  I  desire 
to  answer  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  to  set  myself  right  on  tliia 
question — (my  position  from  the  first  has  been  well  known  upon  this 
question,  and  upon  most  others) — but,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  who  has  charge  of  this  bill,  I  will  forego  tbe 
response  which  I  intended  to  make,  and  which  I  shall  make  to  the 
Senator  frx)m  Kentucky,  for  the  present,  for  the  purpose  of  going  on 
and  disposing  of  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  At  another  day  I  pro- 
pose to  give  my  views  more  at  large  upon  these  compromise  measures, 
that  the  Senator  frx)m  Kentucky  seems  so  anxious  to  take  up  at  this 
time.  I  am  as  anxious  as  he  is  to  gcf  into  that  discussion.  I  am 
anxious  to  go  into  it.  It  is  a  question  that  ought  to  be  discussed.  It  is 
a  question  in  which  the  people  of  Michigan  take  a  deep  interest.  Thej 
are  opposed  to  all  compromises ;  they  do  not  believe  that  any  compro- 
mise is  necessary ;  nor  do  I.  They  are  prepared  to  stand  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  as  it  is ;  to  stand  by  the  Govermnent  as 
it  is ;  ay,  sir,  to  stand  by  it  to  blood,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  POWELL : — I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  my  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MASON : — ^I  ask  the  general  permission  of  the  Senate  to  give 
notice  that  at  three  o'clock  I  shall  move  to  go  into  executive  session ; 
and  if  it  is  not  agreed  to,  I  shall  then  ask  that  the  galleries  may  be 
cleared,  for  the  purpose  of  disclosing  what  I  consider  ought  to  be 
passed  on  in  executive  session. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee : — ^If  I  can  obtain  the  attention  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion.  Those 
resolutions,  as  I  understood,  went  over  until  last  Monday  atone  o'clock. 
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and  were  then  to  be  taken  up  and  considered.  I  do  not  know  whether 
tha.  motion  was  made  in  that  way,  or  whether  it  was  an  informal  under- 
standing that  they  should  be  taken  up  last  Monday  for  consideration; 
but  as  the  Army  bill  is  now  under  consideration,  and  the  time  is  grow- 
ing short,  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a  night  session,  and  postpone 
the  subject  until  seven  o'clock  this  eyening,  and  let  it  be  taken  up  at 
that  time ;  and  then  let  this  other  bill  go  on  to-day  ?  Those  who  want 
to  make  speeches  on  those  resolutions  could  do  it  to-night ;  we  should 
thus  save  time  and  expedite  business. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN :— I  thmk  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has  given 
an  additional  very  good  reason  for  taking  up  the  Army  bill,  and  going 
through  with  it;  and  not  postponing  it  for  speeches  at  the  present 
time. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted — ^yeas  17, 
nays  27 ;  as  follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bigler,  Bragg,  Bright,  Olingman,  Douglas,  Fitch, 
Gwin,  Huntor,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy,  Lane,  Latham,  Mason,  Polk, 
Powell,  and  Rice— 17. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bingham,  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamcr,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Dnrkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  King,  Morrill,  Pearce,  Seward,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson— 27. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Army  bill,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
resolutions  of  Mr.  Cbittekden,  was  not  agreed  to. 

Subsequently  the  following  action,  by  ihe  Senate,  was  taken  on  the 
report  of  the  Peace  Conference. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— The  Chair  has  received  a  conmiunica. 
tion  from  Ex-President  Ttleb,  as  President  of  the  Conference  which 
has  been  recently  sitting  in  this  city,  which  he  will  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  also  the  proceedings  of  that  body. 

The  Secretary  read  the  communication,  as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  am  instructed,  as  the  presiding  ofSccr  of  the  Convention,  composed  of 
Commissioners  appointed  by  twenty-one  States,  now  in  session  in  this  city  to 
deliberate  upon  the  present  unhappy  condition  of  the  country,  to  present  to 
your  honorable  body  the  accompanying  request  and  proposed  amendment 

JOHN  TYLER, 

President  of  the  Canventum, 

WAsnmGTON,  D.  C,  February  27,  1861. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

The  Convention  assembled,  upon  the  invitation  of  the  State  of  Virg^a, 
to  a^ust  the  unhappy  differences  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  Union, 
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and  threaten  its  continuanoe,  make  known  to  the  Oongress  of  the  United 
States  that  their  hodj  oonvened  in  the  City  of  Washington  ou  the  fonrih*  in- 
stant, and  continued  in  session  until  the  twenty-seventh. 

There  were  in  the  body,  when  action  was  taken  upon  that  which  is  here 
submitted,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  Commissioners,  representing  the  fol- 
lowing States :  Maine,  Kew  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  Iowa,  Wifcomin^  and  Kansas.  They  have  approved  what  is 
herewith  submitted,  and  respectfully  request  that  your  honorable  body  will 
submit  it  to  conventiona  in  the  States  as  article  thirteen  of  the  amendmentp 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Attest:  J.  HENRY  PULESTON, 

Seeretarff, 


Abtiole  xin. 

Sso.  1.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States  north  of  the 
parallel  of  86**  80'  of  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punish- 
ment of  crime,  is  prohibited.  In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  Kne, 
the  status  of  persons  held  to  involuntary  service  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists, 
shall  not  be  changed ;  nor  shall  any  law  be  passed  by  Congress  or  the  Terri- 
torial Le^ature  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons  from  any 
of  the  States  of  this  Union  to  said  territory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising 
from  said  relation ;  but  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the 
Federal  courts,  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  When  any 
Territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boxmdary  as  Congress  may 
prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  equal  to  that  required  for  a  member  of 
Congress,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  withoot  in- 
voluntary servitude,  as  the  constitution  of  such  State  may  provide. 

Sec.  2.  No  territory  shall  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  except  by 
discovery  and  for  naval  and  commercial  stations,  depots,  and  transit  rontes, 
without  the  concurrence  of  a  mtgority  of  all  the  Senators  from  States  which 
allow  involuntary  servitude,  and  a  mtgority  of  all  the  Senators  from  Statee 
which  prohibit  that  relation ;  nor  shall  territory  be  acquired  by  treaty,  un- 
less the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from  each  class  of  States  herein- 
before mentioned  be  cast  as  a  part  of  the  two  thirds  migority  necessary  to 
the  ratification  of  such  treaty. 

Sec.  3.  Neither  the  constitution,  nor  any  amendment  thereof,  shall  be 
construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control,  within  any 
State,  the  relation  established  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching 
persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  therein,  nor  to  interfere  with  or 
abolish  involuntary  service  in  the  Distinct  of  Columbia  without  the  consent 
of  Maryland  and  without  the  consent  of  the  owners,  or  making  the  owners 
who  do  not  consent  just  compensation ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or 
prohibit  Representatives  and  others  from  bringing  with  them  to  the  District 
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of  Colnmbia,  retaining,  and  taking  away,  persons  so  held  to  labor  or  service ; 
nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  involntarj  service  in  places  nnder 
the  exclosive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  within  those  States  and  Terri- 
tories where  the  same  is  established  or  recognized ;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  removal  or  transportation  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involxmtary  service 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  State  or  Territory 
thereof  where  it  is  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  nsage,  and  the  right 
daring  transportion,  by  sea  or  river,  of  touching  at  ports,  shores,  and  land- 
ings, and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist;  bnt  not  the  right  of  tran- 
sit in  or  through  any  State  or  Territory,  or  of  sale  or  traffic,  against  the  laws 
thereof.  Nor  shall  Congress  have  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of 
taxation  on  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  than  on  land.  The  bringing  into 
the  District  of  Columbia  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service,  for  sale,  or  plac- 
ing them  in  depots  to  be  afterwards  transferred  to  other  places  for  sale  as 
merchandise,  is  prohibited. 

Seo.  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the  States,  by 
appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the  action  of  their  judicial  and  ministe- 
rial officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  labor  to  the  person 
to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Seo.  5.  The  foreign  slave-trade  is  hereby  forever  prohibited ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves, 
coolies,  or  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  into  the  United  States  and  the 
Territories  from  places  beyond  the  limits  thereof. 

Seo.  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  sections,  together  with  this  sectioi}  of 
those  amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitutiou,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  thereof,  shall  not  be  amended  or  abolished  without  the 
consent  of  all  the  States. 

Seo.  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States  shall  pay 
to  the  owner  the  Ml  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all  cases  where  the 
marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  was  pre- 
vented from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation  from  mobs  or  riotous  as- 
semblages, or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive  was  rescued  by  like  violence 
or  intimidation,  and  the  owner  thereby  deprived  of  the  same ;  and  the  accept- 
ance of  such  payment  shall  preclude  the  owner  from  farther  claim  to  such 
fugitive.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to  the  citizens  of  each 
State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  MASON: — ^I  suppose  the  proper  disposition  is  to  have  it 
printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— There  is  nothing  to  print. 

Mr.  GREEN : — ^And  refer  it  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia.     I  think  that  is  about  right. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee,  with  instructions  to  report  to-morrow  morning.  ^ 
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Mr.  MASON : — ^We  ought  certainly  to  have  it  printed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS : — ^It  can  be  printed  in  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN :— We  should  have  time  to  look  at  it. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— It  is  moved  that  the  communication 
be  printed  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  BIGLER : — ^I  would  be  glad  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  Sez^ 
ator  from  Kentucky,  that  he  name  in  addition  an  hour  to-morrow  at 
whidi  the  consideration  of  the  report  shall  be  in  order,  or  else  a  single 
objection  will  throw  it  over  to  the  next  day. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— Well,  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  I  would 
flay.     ["  One."]     I  move  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  BIGLER : — ^With  instructions  to  the  committee  to  report  to- 
morrow morning,  and  that  the  report  be  the  special  order  at  one  o'clock? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN:— Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— Does  the  Senator  indicate  the  number 
of  the  committee? 

Mr.  GREEN :— Seventeen. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  :— Five  is  enough. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— A  committee  of  five ;  no  more. 

Mr.  COLLAMER : — ^I  would  suggest  to  gentlemen  not  onlj  that 
it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  but  thai 
it  be  adopted  by  three-fourths  of  the  States  the  next  day.     [Laughter.] 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
communication  be  printed  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five 
members,  to  report  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  HALE : — I  ask  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— The  first  question  will  be  on  printing. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— The  next  question  is  that  the  com- 
munication be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five,  with  instructions 
to  report  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  HALE : — I  ask  for  a  division  of  that. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— How  would  it  be  divided? 

Mr.  HALE ; — ^The  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  is  one 
proposition,  and  the  instructions  are  another. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  .—That  is  the  form  in  which  the  Senator 
wants  it  divided? 

Mr.  HALE :— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BIGLER : — ^As  the  Chair  states  ihe  proposition,  it  does  not 
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reach  the  object  which  the  Senator  firom  Kentackj  had  in  view.  The 
instructions  should  be  that  the  committee  report  to-morrow  morning, 
and  that  the  report  shall  be  the  special  order  at  one  o'clock.  Unless 
that  is  done,  one  objection  will  put  it  over. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— The  Senator  from  New  HampsLire 
asks  for  a  division  of  the  question,  and  it  is  susceptible  of  division.  The 
first  question  is  on  referring  the  communication  to  a  special  committee 
of  five. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— The  next  branch  of  the  proposition  is 
that  that  committee  be  instructed  to  report  to-morrow  morning,  and 
that  their  report  be  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  at  one 
o'clock. 

Mr.  HALE : — On  that,  I  should  like  to  have  the  yeas  and  najs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT :— The  question  is  upon  directing  ihe 
committee  to  report  to-morrow  morning,  and  that  the  report  be  made 
the  special  order  for  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN : — ^Though  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the  proposi- 
tion, I  am  willing  to  give  it  the  direction  its  friends  desire,  and  I  vote 
"yea." 

Mr.  LATHAM : — I  desire  to  change  my  vote.  I  have  no  confi- 
dence in  this  thing,  and  I  fear  it  will  be  an  unnecessary  consumption 
of  time  ;  but  I  yield  to  the  judgment  of  my  political  associates  and  I 
vote  "  yea." 

The  result  was  announced — ^yeas  26,  nays  21 ;  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bayard,  Bigler,  Bragg,  Bright,  CUngman, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Douglas,  Fitch,  Foster,  Gwin,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kennedy,  Lane,  Latham,  Mason,  Nicholson,  Pearce,  Polk,  Powell, 
Rice,  Sebastian,  and  Thomson — 26, 

Nays.— Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Doolittle,  Durkee, 
FessendeD,  Foot,  Green,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  King,  Morrill,  Seward,  Sim- 
mons, Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson--21. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  move  that  (he  conmiittee  be  appointed 
by  the  Chair. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr.  Bigleb, 
Mr.  Thomson,  Mr.  Sewabd,  and  Mr.  Trumbull,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 
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On  the  28th  of  February  the  committee  so  appointed,  presented  to 
the  Senate  the  following  report,  and  the  following  action  was  taken 
thereon : 

Air.  CRITTENDEN :— The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred  the  communication  received  yesterday  from  the  Convention 
assembled  in  this  place,  commonly  called  the  Peace  Convention,  with 
instractions  to  report  by  twelve  o'clock  to-day,  have  had  the  subject  under 
consideration,  and  have  directed  me  to  make  the  following  report —    • 

Mr.  HALE : — ^I  object  to  its  consideration  to-day. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  (Mr.  Fitch  in  the  chair)  :— Objeo- 
tion  being  made,  it  cannot  be  considered  until  one  o'clock,  but  it  will 
be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  joint  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Cbitten- 
DEK  (S.  No.  70),  proposing  certain  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  follows : 

JooTT  RESOLxrnoir  propoHng  certain  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 

United  States. 

Whereas  Commissioners,  appointed  on  the  invitation  of  the  State  of 
Tlrginia,  by  the  following  States,  respectively :  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Massachasetts,  Rhode  Island,  Gonnecticat,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  and  Kansas, 
have  met  in  Convention  at  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ndering  the  distracted  and  periloas  condition  of  the  country,  and  proposing 
measures  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  the  safety  of  the  people,  and  the 
security  of  the  Union,  and  having  performed  that  duty,  and  communicated 
to  Congress  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  witb  a  request  and  recommend- 
ation on  the  part  and  in  the  name  of  said  States,  that  the  following  be 
proposed  to  the  several  States  as  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  according  to  the  fifth  article  of  said  instrument,  namely :  [See 
article  preceding.] 

Mr.  SEWARD :— Mr.  President- 
Mr.  GWIN  :— I  think  I  am  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  SEWARD : — I  desire  to  speak  a  word  from  the  committee 
touching  the  present  report. 

Mr.  GWIN :— Certainly. 

Mr.  HALE : — ^I  object  to  its  present  consideration. 

Mr.  SEWARD  : — ^I  am  not  proposing  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  BIGLER : — The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  has  no  right 
to  make  the  objection. 
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Mr.  SEWARD : — ^I  am  not  proposing  to  consider  it  at  the  present 
moment ;  but  I  am  desirous  of  making  an  explanation  from  the  com- 
mittee, touching  the  report  made  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbull],  and  myself,  consti- 
tuted a  minority  of  the  committee.  We  dissent  from  the  report,  and 
we  proposed  in  committee  to  submit  a  substitute.  The  majority  held 
that,  for  some  reason,  sufficient  in  their  estimation,  we  were  not  entitled 
to  submit  a  minority  report.  I  therefore  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  in- 
troduce a  joint  resolution  in  my  own  name,  and  in  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois  authorized  me  to  say  that  he  concurs  with  me, 
and  which  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  have  read  and  printed ;  and  it 
will  be  the  subject  of  consideration  at  such  time  hereafter  as  ihe  Senate 
shall  choose  to  hear  it,  either  in  connection  with  the  other  or  not. 

Mr.  MASON  : — ^Is  it  in  the  form  of  a  report? 
•   Mr.  SEWARD  : — ^No ;  it  is  not  insisted  on  in  that  form ;  it  is  sub- 
mitted on  my  own  behalf.     I  desire  that  it  may  be  read  for  information 
and  printed,  subject  to  ihe  future  action  of  the  Senate. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Sewabd  was  read,  as  follows : 

A  joint  resolution  concerning  a  National  Oonvention  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States. 

Whebsas,  The  Leg^atnres  of  the  States  of  Kentucky,  New  Jersey,  and 
Illinois,  have  applied  to  Congress  to  call  a  Oonyention  for  proposing  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States :  Therefore, 

Be  it  Besolved,  <£x,j  That  the  Legislatures  of  the  other  States  be  invited 
to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  to  express  their  will  on  that  sub- 
ject to  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  BIGLER :— I  desire  to  make— 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  Senator  from  California  was 
on  the  floor.  No  action  is  now  requested  on  the  paper  just  offered, 
only  a  motion  to  print.     Shall  the  paper  be  printed  ? 

Mr.  HALE : — ^Was  it  read  for  information  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  .—For  information  only. 

Mr.  SEWARD  :— I  move  that  it  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  BIGLER : — ^I  desire  to  make  a  remark  in  reference  to  the 
question  of  order  made  by  ihe  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  The 
Senator  objects  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  to-day.  Yesterday, 
when  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  made  the  motion,  I  insisted  on  further 
moving  that  the  report  of  the  committee  should  be  the  special  order  at 
one  o'clock  to-day. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— That  is  the  record. 


478  APPENDIX. 

Mr.  BIGLER : — ^That  instruction  was  offered,  and  therefore  the 
Senator's  objection  will  not  apply. 

Mr.  HALE :— Therefore  it  will. 

Mr.  SEWARD  : — I  insist  on  the  motion  to  print. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  Senator  from  California  is 
on  the  floor.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  having  objected  to 
the  present  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  for  the  time  being  it  cannot  be  considered. 

Mr.  SEWARD:— Will  the  Senator  from  California  allow  the 
question  to  be  put  on  my  motion  to  print  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  :-The  Chair  heard  no  objection  to 
that ;  and  it  was  ordered. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE :— The  Senator  from  California  will  allow  me 
to  say  a  single  word.  I  observe  that,  in  this  report,  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin is  mentioned  as  having  sent  delegates  to  this  Convention,  coifi- 
monly  denominated  the  Peace  Convention.  That  is  a  mistake.  I. 
desire,  also,  to  give  notice  that  when  this  subject  shall  come  up  for 
consideration,  I  shall  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  first  section  of 
article  thirteen,  as  proposed,  the  following  proviso : 

Provided^  howeoer  (and  this  section  shall  take  effect  upon  the  express 
condition),  That  no  State,  or  any  part  thereof,  heretofore  admitted,  or  here- 
after to  be  admitted,  into  the  Union,  shall  have  power  to  withdraw  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  this  Constitntion,  and  all  laws 
passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  therein, 
any  thing  contained  in  any  constitution,  act,  or  ordinance  of  any  State  Leg^ 
lature  or  Convention  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  section  will  then  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  1.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States  north  of  the 
parallel  of  36*'  80'  of  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punish- 
ment of  crime,  is  prohibited.  In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  line, 
the  Btatus  of  persons  held  to  involuntary  service  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists, 
shall  not  be  changed ;  nor  shall  any  law  be  passed  by  Congress  or  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons  from  any 
of  the  States  of  the  Union  to  said  territory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising 
from  the  said  relation ;  but  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance 
in  the  Federal  courts,  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  When 
any  Territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Congress 
may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  equal  to  that  required  for  a  member 
of  Congress,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without 
involuntary  servitude,  as  the  Constitution  of  such  State  may  provide : 
Provided^  however  (and  this  section  shall  take  effect  upon  the  express  con- 
dition). That  no  State,  nor  any  part  thereof,  heretofore  admitted,  or  hereafter 
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to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  shall  have  power  to  withdraw  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Constitution,  and  all  laws  passed 
in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  therein,  any  thing 
contained  in  any  constitution,  act,  or  ordinance,  of  any  State  Legislature  or 
Convention  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  I  desire  that  that  amendment,  which  I  now  send  to  the  Chair, 
may  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  -.—Is  there  any  objection  to  prmting 
the  paper  which  the  Senator  has  just  read?  The  Chair  hears  no 
objection. 

The  same  day  the  Report  of  the  Peace  Conference  was  called  up 
for  consideration,  when  Senator  Hale  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report.  Considerable  discussion  then  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Hale,  Bigleb,  Trumbull,  CErrrENDEN,  and  Dexon  participated.  This 
discussion  related  merely  to  the  question,  whether  under  the  rules  of 
the  Senate  the  Report  of  the  Peace  Conference  could  at  this^time  be 
taJken  up.  The  merits  of  the  report  were  not  considered,  and  for  that 
reason  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  this  respect.  The  joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses  were  suspended 
in  order  that  another  subject  might  be  taken  up,  and  no  decision  was 
had  upon  the  question,  whether  the  Report  of  the  Peace  Conference  at 
this  time  should  be  considered. 

The  allotted  time  having  been  consumed  in  this  discussion,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  and  disposal  of  several  orders  of  the 
day.  On  the  first  of  March  it  resumed  action  on  the  Report  of  the 
Peace  Conference. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  (Mr.  Fitch)  :— It  is  the  duty  of 
the  Chair  to  announce  the  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  joint  reso- 
lution (S.  No.  70)  proposing  certain  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  : — I  ask  that  the  resolutions  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  regard  to  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  in  order  that  they  may  be  considered  at  the  same 
time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— The  Chair  wiU  laj  before  the 
Senate  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  80)  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  first  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  : — ^I  ask  that  that  be  made  the  special  order  at 
the  same  time,  in  connection  with  the  joint  resolution  reported  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  MASON : — ^I  have  looked  at  that  joint  resolution,  and  it  cer- 
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tainlj  ought  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  to  correct  its  Engliah,     It 
is  uiintelligible. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS : — Mj  object  is  merely  to  have  it  considered  at 
the  same  time  with  the  other. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  joint  resolution  will  have  its 
second  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  80)  was  read  a  second  time  bj  its 
title. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— It  is  now  the  subject  of  any  mo- 
tion that  may  be  made  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS : — ^I  move  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  in 
connection  with  the  joint  resolution  reported  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  CLARE : — ^How  does  that  happen  to  be  in  order  here  when 
there  is  a  special  order  called  up  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— It  is  not  in  order  to  consider  it, 
except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CLARK,  Mr.  BINGHAM,  and  Mr.  SUMNER :— I  object. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  special  order  is  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS : — ^I  ask  that  the  other  resolutions  which  hare 
come  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  read.  There  are  two  of 
them,  I  believe. 

The  House  joint  resolutions  (No.  64)  declaratory  of  the  opinion  of 
Congress  in  regard  to  certain  questions  now  agitating  the  countiy,  and 
of  measured  calculated  to  reconcile  existing  differences,,  were  read  the 
first  time  by  the  title. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  second  reading- 
Mr.  CHANDLER  and  others :— I  object. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— Is  objection  made  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER : — ^I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  SUMNER:— I  object. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— Objection  being  made,  it  cannot 
be  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  : — ^It  passed  the  other  House  unanimously.  There 
can  be  no  objection,  I  think. 

Mr.  CLARE : — ^We  have  another  subject  up. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  special  order  is  before  the 
Senate.     The  question  is  on  the  second  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  70)  proposing  certain  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  PUGH : — ^Let  the  reaolution  be  read,  not  the  proposition  itself, 
but  the  formal  part,  the  introduction. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — ^Is  that  open  to  amendment  now? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— It  is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  open  to  amendment.  The  reading  of  the  formal  part  of  the  joint 
resolution  is  called  for. 

The  Secretary  read  it. 

Mr.  SEWARD :— I  offer  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  whereas,"  in  the  preamble,  to  the  end  of 
the  resolation,  and  insert : 

The  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Kentucky,  New  Jersey,  and  Illinois, 
have  applied  to  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  for  proposing  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Legislatures  of  the  other 
States  be  invited  to  take  the  subject  of  such  a  Convention  into  consideration, 
and  to  express  their  will  on  that  subject  to  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  the  fifth 
article  of  the  Constitution. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— The  Chair  understands  that  a 
proviso  was  offered  V)  the  matter  that  the  Senator  from  New  York 
proposes  to  strike  out.  The  vote  will  first  be  taken  on  the  proviso 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  DoOLriTLE],  to  insert  at 
the  end  of  section  one  of  article  thirteen : 

Provided^  however  (and  this  section  shall  take  effect  upon  the  express 
condition),  That  no  State,  nor  any  part  thereof;  heretofore  admitted,  or  here- 
after to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  shall  have  power  to  withdraw  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  this  Constitution,  and  all  laws 
passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  any  thing 
contained  in  any  constitution,  act,  or  ordinance  of  any  State  Le^slature  or 
Convention  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  HUNTER: — ^I  believe  that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  is  not  pending. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— The  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
proposes  that  as  a  proviso  to  the  matter  which  the  Senator  from  New 
York  moves  to  strike  out ;  and  the  question  must  first  be  taken  on  that. 

Mr.  HUNTER :— I  did  not  know  that  that  was  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BIGLER : — Ho  only  gave  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — I  thought  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  only  gave 
notice  that  he  would  offer  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— The  Chair  may  have  misunder^ 
stood  the  Senator's  motion  at  the  time.  He  called  for  the  printing  of 
it ;  but  if  that  is  the  understanding  of  the  Senate-— 

Mr.  SEWARD :— What  does  the  record  say? 
31 
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The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— The  Chair  understaodB  thmt  tfie 
record  presents  it  as  "  intended  to  be  offered." 

Mr.  SEWARD : — ^Then  the  question  is  on  the  snbstitate.  I  ask 
that  the  question  be  taken, 

Mr.  HUNTER : — ^I  have  an  amendment  to  submit.  I  propose  to 
amend  the  first  section  of  the  proposition  before  us,  bj  inserting  in  lieu 
of  it  the  first  article  of  what  are  called  the  Cbittekden  resolutioiiB.     I 

move  to  strike  out  the  first  article  of  the  peace  propositions,  and  to  insert : 

« 

That  in  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held,  or  hereafter  ac- 
quired, situate  north  of  latitude  36**  80',  slavery  or  involuntary  serritudQi, 
except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  is  prohibited  while  such  territorj  shall 
remain  under  territorial  government.  In  all  the  territory  south  of  said  line 
of  latitude,  slavery  of  the  African  race  is  hereby  recognized  as  existing,  and 
shall  not  be  interfered  with  by  Congress ;  but  shall  be  protected  as  property 
by  all  the  departments  of  the  territorial  government  during  its  continuance ; 
and  when  any  Territory,  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundaries  as 
Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  the  population  requisite  for  a  member 
of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  Federal  ratio  of  representation  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  republican, 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  constitution  of  such  new  State  may  provide. 

Mr.  COLLAMER : — ^I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  It  will  be  ob- 
served that  this  paper  is  before  us  under  a  recital  that,  whereas  these 
propositions  of  amendment  have  been  presented  by  the  Commissioners, 
as  they  are  called,  from  the  several  States — ^naming  them — ^who  have 
asked  Congress  to  submit  them,  therefore  we  propose  to  submit  them 
to  the  States.  The  whole  proceeding  is  based  and  predicated  on  this 
recital.  I  say  that  it  cannot  be  amended.  If  it  were  amended,  it  would 
cease  to  be  the  application  of  that  body  which  the  recital  States.  I 
therefore  object  to  any  amendments,  except  a  substitute ;  perhaps  a  snl^ 
stitute  may  be  offered  striking  out  the  recital  and  all ;  but  an  amend- 
ment to  it  is  out  of  order,  in  my  view. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — ^In  regard  to  the  question  of  order,  I  understand 
that  the  recital  is  the  recital  of  the  committee,  and  that  the  question 
before  us  is  on  these  propositions  for  amending  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  to  be  treated  as  a  bill.  K  so,  each  section  is 
subject  to  amendment  as  a  bill  would  be  subject  to  amendment.  It  was 
my  purpose  to  offer  the  entire  series  of  what  are  called  the  CRirrBNDEN 
resolutions,  as  an  amendment  to  these,  and  I  still  intend  to  offer  them, 
section  by  section ;  but  I  was  prevented  from  offering  them  in  that 
form,  because  the  Senator  from  New  York  got  the  floor  first,  and 
offered  his  proposition  as  a  substitute.     I  therefore  could  not  raise  the 
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question  which  I  desired  to  raise,  except  hy  offering  the  amendments, 
section  bj  section,  in  order  to  perfect  the  original  proposition.  I  sub- 
mit that  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  COLLAMEB : — ^I  submit,  still,  my  question  of  order,  suggest^ 
ing  to  gentlemen  that  if  we  make  any  amendment,  we  must  strike  out 
the  recitaL 

Mr.  BI6LEB : — ^I  do  not  see  that  anj  ordinary  question  of  order 
can  be  raised  in  this  case ;  but  I  do  think  there  is  a  consideration  much 
more  grave,  and  that  is  the  question  whether  we  will  treat  the  series  of 
resolutions  presented  here  by  this  Peace  Congress  as  a  proposition  which 
we  ought  either  to  accept  or  reject.  I  was  one  of  those  in  the  select 
committee  who  took  that  position.  It  was  manifestly  intended  that  we 
should  accept  the  entire  programme,  or  reject  it.  Therefore  I  was  un- 
willing ;  and  we  decided  to  consider  no  question  of  amendment — 

Mr.  HUNT£R : — ^That  is  not  a  question  of  order,  but  of  pr<^riety. 
It  would  be  an  argument  against  any  amendment. 

Mr.  BIGLEB : — ^I  have  said  it  was  no  ordinary  question  of  rules ; 
but  that  there  was  a  &r  graver  question  of  propriety*  I  agree  with  the 
Senator  in  that  view ;  and  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of  alluding  to  the  view 
taken  of  this  subject  by  the  select  committee.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  desired  the  leave  of  the  committee  to  report  his  proposition  as  a 
substitute  ;  but  the  majority  of  the  committee  held  that  the  resolutions 
had  not  been  committed  to  us  for  the  purpose  of  considering  them  and 
changing  them,  or  substituting  something  else,  but  simply  to  attach  to 
them  the  formal  resolution  to  present  them  as  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution for  the  ratification  of  the  States.  For  that  reason  we  proposed 
no  amendment ;  and  the  Senator  from  New  York  yesterday  offered  his 
substitute  on  his  own  responsibility,  because,  as  I  understood  him,  of 
the  view  taken  by  the  conunittee.  Now,  sir,  I  still  entertain  the  view 
that,  while  the  Senate  have  a  clear  right  unquestionably  to  change 
these  resolutions,  and  to  change  the  resolution  of  submission  to  make 
it  conform  to  any  thing  we  may  do,  we  ought  to  consider  these  resolu- 
tions sent  here  by  this  Peace  Conference  as  a  whole,  and  accept  them 
or  reject  them  ;  but  there  can  be  no  question  of  ordinary  rule  raised  as 
to  the  right  to  offer  an  amendment ;  there  is  a  greater,  a  graver  ques- 
tion of  propriety  as  to  how  they  shall  be  treated* 

Mr.  SEWARD : — It  is  not  merely  a  question  of  form  or  order,  but 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  would  change  the  whole 
character  of  the  transaction.  This  joint  resolution  is  one  single,  com- 
plete proposition.  It  is  one  act.  It  begins  with  a  declaration  by  Con- 
gress, that  '^  whereas  Commissioners,  appointed  on  the  invitation  of  the 


484  APPENDIX. 

State  of  Yirginia/'  have  performed  a  certain  duty  confided  to  them, 
''  and  communicated  to  Congress  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  with 
a  request  and  recommendation  on  the  part  and  in  the  name  of  said 
States  "^-of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  and  the  rest  of  the  States  represented  in  the  Conventioii — ^^  the 
following  " — nothing  different,  nothing  originating  in  Congress,  nothing 
originating  anywhere  else,  but — "  the  following  be  proposed  to  tiie  sev- 
eral States  as  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  fifth  article  of  said  instrument."  Now,  if  we  should 
adopt  this  whole  transaction,  we  should  simply  do  this :  we  should  sab- 
mit  these  amendments  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  their 
acceptance,  for  the  reason  that  the  Peace  Convention,  as  it  is  called, 
has  considered  upon  the  subject,  and  thought  it  grave  enough  to  solicit 
us  to  invest  it  with  the  legislative  or  congressional  sanction,  and  so 
submit  it  to  the  Legislatures  and  conventions  of  the  States ;  but  when- 
ever you  have  made  a  single  alteration  in  it,  such  as  is  proposed  now 
by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  it  is  not,  then,  the  proposition  of  the 
States  "  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,**  or  any 
other  States  ;  but  it  is  a  recommendation  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  The  whole  character  is  changed.  The  Convention  is  swept 
out  of  existence  in  the  history  of  Congress.  The  resolutions  then 
adopted  become  the  deliberate  conviction  of  the  majority  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  who  substitute  their  own  judgment,  and  their 
own  wisdom,  and  their  own  will,  for  .the  wishes,  the  opinions,  respect- 
fuUy  submitted  to  them  by  the  representatives  of  those  States,  and  take 
the  responsibility  of  saying  that  this  is  what  the  Peace  Convention 
should  have  submitted,  instead  of  the  proposition  which  they  have  sent 
here. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — ^I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  in  regard  to  the 
real  position  of  this  question,  as  it  now  appears  before  us.  The  argu- 
ments that  have  been  urged  by  the  Senator  fi-om*Pennsylvania  and  the 
Senator  from  New  York  might  very  well  be  brought  up  against  the 
propriety  of  adopting  the  amendment ;  but,  so  far  as  the  question  itself 
stands,  it  is  only  brought  before  us  by  a  report  of  our  committee.  The 
Peace  Conference  had  no  power  to  present  questions  or  make  communi- 
cations to  us  ;  but  they  having  made  a  communication,  and  we,  having 
respect  for  that  body,  agreed  to  take  it  up,  and  we  referred  their  propo- 
sition to  a  committee.  The  only  authority  which  we  have  now  for 
considering  it  in  the  Senate,  is  on  the  recommendation  of  our  conunittee. 
This  proposition  stands  here  as  a  recommendation  of  that  committee  to 
alter  the  Constitution,  as  proposed  by  this  Conference.     It  being  their 
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recommendation  in  regard  to  the  alteration  of  the  Constitution,  under 
our  rules  it  stands  like  a  bill ;  and  I  have  a  ri^t  to  move  to  amend  it, 
section  bj  section ;  and  in  doing  so,  I  should  be  pursuing  the  method 
taken  by  the  Peace  Conference,  as  I  understand,  for  I  am  told  they 
never  took  a  vote  on  it  as  a  whole,  but  voted  on  it  proposition  by  prop- 
osition ;  and  in  fact,  the  majority  who  passed  the  propositions  were 
composed  of  different  States,  and  they  never  did  take  a  vote  on  the 
articles  as  a  whole. 

Now,  I  am  proposing  to  amend  this  as  it  comes  up,  proposition  by 
proposition ;  and  if  it  would  be  in  order  for  me  to  make  such  a  motion, 
supposing  that  this  proposition  had  originated  with  a  committee  of  this 
body,  who  had  made  a  report  proposing  such  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, I  should  have  a  right  to  make  it  now,  for  it  is  only  in  that 
way  that  it  appears  legally  before  us.  I  say,  then,  so  far  as  the  ques- 
tion of  order  is  concerned,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  have  clearly  a  right 
to  do  it.  I  would  be  willing,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  question  of 
order,  to  move  to  strike  out  the  preamble  too ;  but  in  my  opinion  it 
stands  before  us  as  a  bill  would  stand.  I  may  amend  the  particular 
sections.  I  am  not  proposing  by  this  amendment  to  perfect  the  whole 
proposition,  but  a  part  of  it ;  and  if  I  should  succeed  in  that,  I  can 
then  go  back,  and  move  to  amend  the  preamble. 

So  far  as  the  question  of  order  is  concerned,  I  cannot  see  how  it  is 
that  I  am  out  of  order.  There  may  be  a  question  of  propriety.  Those 
who  believe  that  this  proposition  is  one  that  ought  to  be  accepted  as  a 
whole,  and  ought  to  be  accepted  because  it  comes  firom  this  body,  emi- 
nently respectable,  as  we  all  acknowledge  it  to  be,  may  say  that  we 
ought  not  to  amend  it ;  not  that  we  have  not  the  power,  but  that  we 
ought  not  to  amend  it.  Those  of  us,  however,  who  think  as  I  do,  that 
it  is  a  proposition  not  to  be  accepted;  that  it  is  a  proposition  highly 
dangerous,  and  one.  which  will  give  rise  to  great  difficulties,  on  the 
other  hand,  may  think  it  eminently  proper  to  amend  it.  I,  thinking  in 
that  way,  avail  myself  of  what  I  suppose  my  parliamentary  right,  to 
offer  an  amendment ;  and  it  is  upon  that  question  of  parliamentary 
right  alone,  as  I  understand,  that  the  Chair  is  to  determine. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL: — ^Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me  very  clear 
that,  as  a  question  of  order,  this  proposition  does  not  stand  in  any 
respect  different  from  any  other.  Suppose  an  individual  Senator  had 
thought  proper  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution ;  that  they 
had  been  referred  to  a  committee ;  and  the  committee  had  approved 
them :  what  would  it  have  done?  Precisely  what  this  committee  has 
done.    It  would  have  reported  back  the  proposition,  with  a  resolution 
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in  conformity  with  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  points  oat  the 
mode  of  its  amendment.  The  fact  that  this  proposition  was  adopted 
l)j  gentlemen  from  various  States  does  not  alter  it  at  all^  It  comes 
here  as  a  mere  petition^  However  respectable  and  dignified  the  Con- 
vention maj  have  been  which  arrived  at  these  conclusions ;  however 
much  weight  their  exclusions  maj  be  entitled  to  in  the  country,  they 
come  here  simply  as  petitioners — in  that  light,  and  none  other — asking 
Congress  to  submit  certain  resolutions  to  the  States  of  the  Union  to  be 
adopted  or  not  as  portions  of  the  fhndamental  law,  and,  unquesdon- 
ably,  any  Senator  has  a  right  to  propose  an  amendment  in  the  same 
way  as  if  they  were  introduced  by  an  individual  Senator.  Can  it  be 
possible  that  if  I  draw  up  a  series  of  propositions  as  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  a  select  committee  thinks 
proper  to  reconmiend  them  to  this  body,  the  hands  of  the  body  are  tied 
up,  and  it  must  take  them,  word  for  word,  and  letter  for  letter,  as  I 
have  drawn  them?  ^  The  question  is,  whether  it  is  proper  to  do  this ; 
whether  the  respect  due  the  Peace  Convention  should  not  deter  gentle- 
men from  offering  amendments,  is  a  question  we  are  not  discussing. 
The  point  is  one  of  order ;  and  as  a  question  of  order,  I  was  aston- 
ished when  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  first  suggested  it. 

Mr.  BIGLEB : — ^I  suggested  no  question  of  order. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL : — ^I  did  understand  the  Senator  firom  Pennsyl- 
vania to  say,  that  that  was  the  view  he  took  in  committee  in  response 
to  what  w^  said  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  and  it  was  to  that  I 
aUuded  when  I  said  I  was  astonished  at  the  ground  he  took,  that  the 
committee  could  not  amend  these  propositions,  or  that  any  other  person 
could  not  move  to  amend  them. 

Mr.  BIGLER  :-^The  Senator  frx>m  Vermont  made  a  distinct  point 
of  order ;  but  I  did  not  sustain  the  Senator^s  views  on  the  point  of 
order.  On  the  other  hand,  so  far  from  that,  I  stated  distinctly,  that 
there  could  be  no  ordinary  question  of  order  under  tiie  rule ;  but  a 
question  of  propriety,  a  question  as  to  the  consideration  tlmt  was  to  be 
attached  to  this  proposition  of  the  Peace  Convention ;  that  the  select 
committee,  or  a  majori^,  at  least,  were  under  the  impression  that  it 
was  expected  we  would  treat  it  as  a  whole,  and  accept  it  or  reject  it. 
That  is  what  I  said.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  right  of  a  Sena- 
tor on  this  floor  to  move  to  amend  this  resolution.  But,  sir,  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  Senator  frx>m  Illinois  by  any  means,  that  this  proposi* 
tion  should  be  treated  as  the  mere  report  of  a  committee  or  ihe  proposi- 
tion of  an  individual  Senktor.  Who  supposes  that  twenty  States  wooU 
have  sent  commissioners  here  to  consider  this  great  question  and  sag* 
gest  to  Congres 
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Mr.  TRUMBULL:— The  Senator  from  Pemmjlvania,  I  Bee,  is 
xniEninderstandmg  me.  I  said,  aa  a  qaestion  of  order,  it  was  to  be 
treated  the  same  as  if  offered  bj  an  individual  Senator ;  that  however 
much  respect  we  might  have  for  it,  as  coming  from  the  source  it  did, 
yet,  as  a  question  of  order,  there  was  no  difference  in  the  rules. 

Mr.  BIGLER : — ^I  did  not  understand  the  Senator  as  placing  entire 
stress  on  the  question  of  order.  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  take  this 
question  away  from  the  rules,  to  set  it  above  the  rules,  and  I  say  that 
we  ought  to  consider  it  without  reference  to  the  rules.  If  it  be  that 
this  programme  is  not  acceptable  to  the  Senate,  let  it  be  rejected. 
What  I  supposed  was  intended  from  the  beginning  was,  that  whatever 
they  sent  here  was  to  be  considered  as  an  entirety — accepted  or  rejected. 
I  was  about  to  remark,  who  supposes  that  twenty  States  would  have 
sent  conmiissioners  to  prepare  a  progranmie  of  peace  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  if  they  had  supposed  that  immediately  the  peculiar 
views  of  each  member  of  Congress  would  be  set  up  in  opposition  to 
them? 

Mr.  President,  a  single  remark  in  relation  to  what  fell  from  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  and  I  shall  have  done.  The  Senator  from 
New  York  alludes  to  the  terms  of  the  preamble,  that,  for  the  reason 
that  these  commissioners  agreed,  therefore  these  propositions  are  sub- 
mitted as  amendments  to  the  Constitution.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  regarding  it  in  that  light.  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  right  of 
Congress  to  submit  propositions  of  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
because  they  come  from  any  source.  The  spirit  of  the  Constitution  is, 
that  Congress  will  submit  amendments  to  the  Constitution ;  because 
Congress  approves  those  amendments,  and  it  would  be  a  reason  why 
I  should  vote  for  or  agaiost  them,  whether  I  approved  them  or  not. 
K,  as  a  whole,  I  could  vote  for  them,  I  would  vote  for  them ;  if ,  as  a 
whole,  I  could  not,  I  would  vote  against  them.  That  does  not  affect 
the  question  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances,  and  solemn  sur- 
roundings, the  labor  which  has  been  bestowed,  and  the  character  of  the 
men  that  have  presented  this  paper,  we  should  consider  it  as  an  entirety, 
or  attempt  to  cut  it  up  by  piecemeal,  by  which  neither  they,  nor  the 
public,  will  ever  ascertain  what  the  judgment  of  Congress  was  on  the 
results  of  their  labor.     That  is  what  I  say. 

Mr.  SEWARD : — ^The  honorable  Senator  may  very  naturally  and 
very  properly  take  the  ground  that  he  would  not  vote,  and  that  Con- 
gress ought  not  to  vote,  for  submitting  this  proposition  to  the  people, 
for  the  reason  assigned  in  the  paper  before  us.  I  have  not  any  dis* 
position  to  quarrel  with  him  about  it.    I  mi^t  take  the  same  view, 
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and  saj  that  I  would  not  submit  to  the  people  a  proposition  whidb  wai 
futile,  which  was  fiivolous.  That  is  not  what  I  was  speaking  to. 
What  I  was  speaking  to  was,  the  character  of  this  proposition ;  and 
this  is  a  proposition  just  to  this  effect,  logicaUj  and  technically  ex- 
pressed: that  whereas  these  commissioners  appointed  by  the  States 
have  met,  consulted,  considered,  and  adopted  that  resolution,  therefore, 
for  that  reason,  independent  of  every  thing  else.  Congress  submita  it  to 
the  States. 

Mr.  PUGH : — ^I  want  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  friends  of  some 
proposition  of  peace.  This  is  the  last  day  of  the  sesjsion  but  one,  and 
we  have  not  made  the  progress  of  one  line.  We  have  gone  into  an 
eternal  discussion  about  questions  of  order,  and  that,  too,  in  defiance 
of  the  rule  of  the  Senate.  I  insist  that  the  question  shall  be  decided 
without  further  debate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  (Mr.  Fitch)  :— It  is  not  for  the 
Chair  to  decide  any  question  of  propriety,  except  as  an  individual  Senar 
tor.  As  Presiding  Officer,  he  does  not  deem  the  question  of  order, 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  to  be  well  taken.  The  joint  reso- 
lution differs  in  no  respect  from  other  resolutions,  and  is  open  to  amend- 
ment, and  is  before  the  Senate,  as  in  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole,  for  that 
purpose.  The  question  is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  which  has 
been  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — ^Mr.  President,  I  have  offered  this  amendment, 
as  the  first  of  a  series  which  I  shall  offer,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  will  of  my  State,  as  it  has  been  expressed  through  its  Legisla- 
ture ;  and  I  might  say  there  are  other  Senators  similarly  situated,  for 
there  are  other  States  which  have  declared  a  disposition  to  settle  upon 
the  basis  of  what  are  called  the  Cbtitenden  resolutions.  That  is  the 
first  reason  which  prompts  me ;  and  to  me  it  is  imperative,  because  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
has  declared  that  this  is  the  basis  upon  which  it  would  settle,  and  inti- 
mated that  it  would  not  take  less  than  they  propose  by  way  of  security 
for  the  South.  I  have  also  another  reason.  I  have  examined  thiV 
proposition  of  the  Peace  Conference — 

Mr.  WADE :— Will  the  Senator  let  us  hear  it  read?  We  do  not 
understand  what  his  proposition  is. 

Mr.  HUNTER  :^My  proposition  is  the  first  article  from  the  Crit- 
tenden amendments,  in  regard  to  the  territorial  adjustment. 

Mr.  WADE :— We  understand  that. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — ^After  as  careful  an  examination  as  I  have  been 
able  to  give  this  proposition  from  the  Peace  Conference  since  it  was 
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printed,  that  is  to  saj,  within  the  last  day  or  two,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  not  only  make  a  great  many  more  difficulties 
than  it  would  remove,  if  it  should  be  adopted  as  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  but  that  it  would  place  the  South — ^the  slaveholding  States 
— ^in  a  far  worse  position  than  they  now  occupy  under  the  present  Con- 
stitution, with  the  Dred  Scott  decision  as  its  exposition. 

Mr.  CLARE : — ^Will  the  Senator  from  Virginia  allow  me  to  make 
a  suggestion? 

Mr.  HUNTER:— Certamly. 

Mr.  CLARE : — I  understand  him  to  say  he  proposes  to  offer  the 
several  propositions  of  the  CBmEKDEK  amendment  one  after  the  other. 

Mr.  HUNTER:— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CLARE : — ^Then  I  suggest,  as  that  is  the  intention  of  the 
Senator,  that  unanimous  consent  be  given  to  move  them  as  one  amend- 
ment, so  that  we  may  have  them  all  up  for  discussion,  if  any  one 
chooses  to  discuss  them,  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — ^I  have  no  objection  to  that,  if  it  is  the  general 
wish.  I  was  saying,  Mr.  President,  when  I  was  interrupted,  that  after 
as  careful  an  examination  as  I  was  able  to  give  this  peace  proposition, 
since  it  was  printed,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  put  the 
southern  States  in  a  far^orse  position  than  they  now  occupy  under  the 
present  Constitution,  and  with  the  Dred  Scott  decision.  Under  that 
Constitution,  and  with  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  they  had  a  right,  as  the 
court  has  decided,  to  carry  their  slaves  into  any  Territory  of  the  United 
States.  That  is  a  right  which  has  been  adjudicated  to  them  by  a 
solemn  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered* 
that  this  right  has  not  only  been  accorded  to  them  by  the  decision  of 
the  court,  but  by  the  action  of  the  several  branches  of  the  Federal 
Government.  That  is  their  present  state  of  things  under  the  present 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  with  regard  to  the  territorial  ques- 
tion. In  what  position,  then,  does  this  proposed  territorial  adjustment 
place  them  ?  Why,  sir,  it  excludes  them ;  it  puts  the  Wilmot  proviiBO 
on  all  territory  north  of  36°  80' ;  and  south  of  36°  30'  it  gives  them 
the  privilege  of  another  lawsuit,  in  order  to  try  tlieir  right  and  title  to 
enter  the  territory  with  their  slaves.  What  are  the  words  of  this  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Constitution  ? 

*^  In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  line,  ihe  status  of  persons  hdd 
to  involuntary  service  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed ;  nor 
shall  any  law  be  passed  by  Congress  or  the  Territorial  Legislature  to  hinder 
or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons  from  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
to  said  territory,  nor  to  impur  the  rights  arising  from  said  relation ;  but  the 
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cwme  ^all  be  snbjeot  to  Jadicial  cogniamce  in  the  Federal  courts,  acoording 
to  the  course  of  tiie  common  law." 

*^In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  line,  the  status  of 
persons  held  to  involontarj  servitude  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists/ shall 
not  be  changed."  What  is  the  meaning  of  that  word  ^^ status"? 
What  is  the  status  f  The  word  status  may  be  applied  to  different  things ; 
there  may  be  a  local  status  or  a  political  status.  In  some  countries  a 
slave  may  hold  property,  and,  in  a  certain  form,  sue ;  in  others,  he 
cannot.  Or  it  may  be  the  social  and  legal  relation,  that  of  the  slave 
to  his  master,  which  constitutes  the  status  that  is  referred  to ;  and  I 
presume  it  is  that  which  it  is  declared  shall  not  be  changed.  But,  sir, 
shall  not  be  changed  by  whom?  By  Congress?  It  does  not  say  so. 
By  the  Territorial  Legislature  ?  It  does  not  say  so  in  terms.  Does  it 
mean  that  it  shall  not  be  changed  by  Congress  or  by  the  government  of 
the  Territory  ?  Does  it  mean  that  it  shall  not  be  changed  at  aU  by 
anybody  ?  Does  it  mean  the  master  shall  not  emancipate  him  if  he 
chooses?  Is  it  an  absolute  prohibition  of  any  change  of  the  status 
of  the  slave,  of  any  sort  or  description  ? 

Thefee  are  the  terms  which  we  are  obliged  to  resort  to  in  order  to 
escape  from  the  manly  declaration  of  the  Crittenden  resolution,  that 
south  of  that  line  slavery  shaU  be  recognized  and  protected.  It  was 
eminently  proper,  as  we  excluded  them  north  of  it,  that  our  institutions 
should  be  recognized  and  protected  south  of  that  line.  That,  sir,  was 
plain  English;  that  everybody  could  understand;  but  here  we  are 
interpolating  law  Latin  into  the  Constitution ;  this  word  "  status "  is 
introduced ;  and  who  is  to  determine  what  the  status  was  ?  I  thought 
it  had  been  considered  a  march  forward,  a  step  of  progress,  an  evidence 
of  improvement  in  English  legislation,  when  it  abandoned  Norman 
French  and  law  Latin,  and  resorted  to  the  mother  tongue ;  and  especially 
it  should  be  so,  when  we  are  making  constitutions  for  American  people 
of  English  descent,  and  who  speak  the  English  tongue.  A  constitution 
is  for  the  millions,  and  the  millions  should  be  able  to  understand  it. 

But,  Mr.  President,  let  us  proceed  a  little  further.  This  whole 
matter  is  to  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the  Federal  courts,  ac- 
cording to  the  course  of  common  law.  That  embraces  the  right  of  the 
master  to  his  slave  as  a  matter  of  cognizance  under  the  common  law 
before  the  courta ;  because  what  do  they  mean  by  the  status  of  all  per- 
sons held  to  involuntary  servitude  or  labor?  They  mean  rightfully 
held.  They  do  not  mean  if  a  man  is  kidnapped  and  held  illegally  to 
involuntary  service  or  labor  that  he  is  always  to  be  so  held.  It  means 
that  the  status  of  persons  who  are  rightfully  and  legally  held  shall  not 
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be  changed ;  and  who  10  to  determine  that?  llie  courts  are  to  deter- 
mine  it  according  to  the  common  law.  That  is  to  be  determined  by 
judges  who  are  to  be  appointed  from  a  party,  and  by  a  party  who 
believe  that  there  cannot  be  property  in  man ;  by  a  parly  who  believe 
that,  in  the  Somerset  case,  Lord  Mansfield  has  laid  down  the  common 
law  properly ;  by  a  party  who  will  probably  believe  that  the  decision 
of  the  English  courts,  in  regard  to  the  slave  Andebson,  that  it  was  no 
murder  for  a  slave  when  escaping  to  kill  his  master,  was  a  correct  ex- 
position of  the  conmion  law. 

How,  then,  do  we  stand?  Why,  sir,  in  relation  to  our  right  to 
slaves,  we  have  to  try  that  right  before  judges  who  are  thus  appointed, 
and  appointed  j6x>m  a  party  who  we  know  entertain  these  opinions. 
Why,  sir,  you  might  poll  that  party  through  the  whole  United  States, 
and  I  would  venture  any  thing  upon  the  assertion  that  you  cannot  get 
one  in  a  hundred  thousand  who  would  not  deny  that  there  could  be 
property  in  man,  especially  under  the  common  law.  We  thus  lose  the 
advantage  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision.  According  to  the  Dred  Scott 
decision,  we  can  carry  them  into  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and 
hold  them,  and  it  is  decided  that  there  is  property  in  slaves— decided 
under  the  Constitution.  The  court  maintain  that  the  Constitution 
recognizes  it.  It  is  upon  constitutional  ground  that  we  have  made  our 
claims,  and  so  far,  it  is  upon  this  that  we  have  fought  and  won  the  bat- 
tle, not  upon  common  law ;  and  now  we  are  to  abandon  the  advantages 
that  we  have  got  from  that  ground  of  title  under  the  Dred  Scott  deci- 
sion, and  go  into  court  and  try  a  case  that  has  been  already  decided  in 
our  favor ;  and  under  the  common  law,  try  it  before  judges  who  are  to 
be  selected  by  a  party  entertaining  such  opinions  as  I  have  just  described ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  without  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court ;  because, 
in  the  territorial  bills  which  have  been  lately  passed,  that  right  has 
been  taken  from  us.  My  friend  from  North  Caroina  will  be  kind 
enough  to  read  an  article  in  the  Chicago  platform,  showing  what  is 
held  on  that  subject  by  those  who  wield  the  power  of^this  Government. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  read,  as  follows : 

Eighth.  "  That  the  normal  condition  of  all  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  is  that  of  freedom ;  that  as  onr  republican  fathers,  when  they  had 
abolished  slavery  in  all  our  national  territory,  orddned  that '  no  person  should 
be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law,'  it  be- 
comes our  duty,  by  legislation,  whenever  suoh  legislation  is  necessary,  to 
maintain  this  provision  of  the  Constitution  against  all  attempts  to  violate  it; 
and  we  deny  the  authority  of  Congress,  of  a  Territorial  Legislature,  or  of 
any  individuals,  to  give  legal  existence  to  slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the 
United  States." 
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and  carry  out  their  construction,  so  construe  it?  Will  they  not  say 
it  is  a  prohibition  to  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery  where  it  is  recogniz«4 
in  the  Territories  or  States,  but  not  a  denial  oif  the  right  to  prohibit 
slavery  in  Territories  where  it  is  not  recognized  by  law,  although  that 
Territory  may  be  vacant  and  uninhabited? 

Mr.  COLL AMER :— That  clause  of  the  section  is,  that  .Congress 
shall  not  have  power — 

"  To  interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  service  in  places  under  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  within  those  States  and  Territories 
where  the  same  is  established  or  recognized.'' 

That,  so  far  as  I  have  read,  is  confined  only  to  where  they  have 
local  jurisdiction  in  the  States  holding  slaves. 

Mr.  HUNTER:— I  thought  so  at  first  myself;  but  the  Senator 
will  find,  on  a  further  examination,  I  think,  that  he  is  mistaken.  They 
shall  not  prohibit  it  wherever  they  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  places 
where  slavery  '^  is  established  or  recognized."  It  is  not  confined  to 
dock-yards,  forts,  and  arsenals.  Why  should  it  be  in  the  Territories? 
They  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  whole.  There  is  reason  for 
confining  it  to  dock-yards  in  the  States  ;  but  there  is  no  reason  for  con- 
fining it  to  dock-yards,  <&c.,  in  the  Territories.  But  that  is  not  the 
construction  which  will  be  given ;  the  construction  given  to  it  will  be, 
that  they  shall  not  prohibit  it  where  they  have  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
if  it  is  recognized  in  such  places ;  but  if  it  be  not  recognized  in  such 
places,  where  they  have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  I  say  the  inference  will 
be  drawn,  plausibly,  if  not  justly,  that  they  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
hibit ;  and  I  say  if  this  be  so,  then  it  is  a  power  (so  far  as  Mexican 
territories  are  concerned,  if  there  should  bo  any  acquisition  there)  by 
which  the  South  will  be  forever  estopped ;  because  there  the  Mexicans 
have  abolished  slavery,  and  there,  under  this  clause  giving  in  that  terri- 
tory exclusive  jurisdiction,  the  party  now  controlling  the  Government 
would  claim  the  right  to  prohibit  it.  And  what  a  difference  between 
our  position  then  and  our  position  now  under  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court !  Under  the  decision  of  that  court,  all  the  people  of  all 
the  States  have  a  right  to  go  into  the  common  territory  with  their  insti- 
tutions. It  belongs  to  all  in  common,  and  Congress  cannot  prohibit 
them  from  taking  their  property  there. 

I  say  that  those  who  have  the  poyv^er  to  carry  out  any  construction 
they  choose  to  give,  would  bo  interested  in  putting  upon  it  the  construc- 
tion which  I  fear ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  raise  an  argument  whidi 
they  would  deem  conclusive  against  it.  But  take  it  the  other  way ; 
suppose  that  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is  right  in  his  first  supposition. 
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tliat  it  was  only  meant  to  be  applied  to  forts,  arsenals,  and  dock-jands, 
ihen  I  ask  what  settlement  does  this  proposition  give  us  in  Teggrd  to 
fhtore  acquired  territories;  what  earthly  settlement  is  it?  We  have 
all  the  old  difficulties  to  encounter  that  we  have  to  meet  now,  every  one 
of  them.  We  not  only  have  all  the  old  difficulties  to  encounter^  but 
the  slaveholder  would  have  an  additional  obstacle  which  this  first  dauae 
would  put  in  his  way.  It  requires  that  the  right  to  slaves  in  the  piiaaent 
territory  shall  be  tried  by  the  common  law,  and  it  might  be  said  in  court 
that  the  inferences  drawn  heretofore  from  those  provisions  of  the  QcMik- 
stitution  recognizing  slavery  were  to  be  overruled  by  the  fact  th^t  tlie 
people  in  their  latest  action — by  way  of  constitutional  amendment— -bad 
introduced  another  rule  in  order  to  determine  the  status  of  those  beld 
to  involuntary  service  or  labor,  and  the  consequence  of  that  would  be 
that  the  South  never  could  acquire  another  foot  of  territory ;  that  is, 
the  few  southern  States  who  are  lefl  in  the  Union. 

I  am  told  that  here  is  a  provision  that  you  cannot  acquire  territory 
except  by  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from  both  sectioxuu 
Does  any  man  believe  that  the  North,  with  its  eighteen,  soon  to  be 
twenty,  or  thirty,  non-slaveholding  States,  would  allow  a  majority  of 
six,  or  seven,  or  eight  slave  States,  that  are  now  attached  to  them,  to 
prevent  them  from  acquiring  any  territory  hereafter?  Would  they 
agree  to  such  an  amendment,  in  the  first  instance ;  and  if  they  did,  how 
long  before  they  would  change  this  restriction  in  the  Constitution? 
Indeed,  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  they  will  agree  to  it  in  the  first 
instance,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  acquisition  of  territory ;  but  of  what 
avail  would  it  be  to  the  South?  There  is  but  one  conceivable  aoquiai- 
tion; — ^I  speak  of  possible  things,  and  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  under- 
stand me  as  coveting  my  neighbor's  goods,  or  desiring  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  the  property  of  any  other  States  or  nations — ^but,  if  things 
should  so  happen  that  we  could  rightfully  acquire  Cuba,  under  my  view 
of  the  probable  construction  to  be  given  to  this  clause,  and  because 
slavery  there  is  recognized.  Congress  might  be  prevented  fix>m  pro- 
hibiting it ;  but,  everywhere  else,  the  South  would  be  shut  out  and 
excluded. 

Then,  sir,  what  would  be  its  position  ?  It  would  be  prevented  from 
acquiring  any  territory  under  this  Government  as  an  outlet  for  its 
slaves ;  and  the  only  chance  of  securing  that  necessity  of  its  condition 
would  be  to  quit  this  Union  and  join  the  Southern  Confederacy,  which 
can  acquire  territory.  It  would  be  an  inducement  to  disunion  so  strong 
as  would  almost  force  them  to  it. 

Let  us  go  a  little  further.  Here  is  another  clause  holding  out  the 
same  temptation : 
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"  The  foreign  slave-trade  is  hereby  forever  prohibited,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves,  coolies, 
or  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  into  the  United  States  and  the  Territories 
from  places  beyond  the  limits  thereof." 

This  is  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress.  As  it  now  stands,  it  is  in  the 
power  of  Congress.  When  it  was  merely  given  as  a  power  to  Congress, 
was  there  a  failure  to  execute  that  power  ?  Do  we  not  know  that  every 
State  in  the  present  Confederation  has  desired  to  suppress  the  African 
slave-trade  ?  Some  do  it  from  sentiment  and  principle ;  some  from 
interest ;  but  there  is  a  controlling  motive  with  each  and  all  of  them. 
It  is  safe  enough  to  leave  it  where  it  stood,  giving  Congress  the  power 
merely.  Here  you  make  it  their  duty.  Suppose  this^  case :  the  States 
that  have  left  us  have  set  up  another  Government,  another  Confedera- 
tion ;  under  this  clause  you  forbid  us  to  buy  their  slaves,  to  interchange 
and  trade  in  slaves  with  them :  what  will  be  the  consequence  ?  They 
will  exclude  us  from  selling  our  slaves  in  their  territory,  and  where 
then  do  we  s'land?  K  you  should  think  it  prudent,  if  you  should  think 
it  politic,  you  would  have  no  means,  under  this  proposed  amendment, 
of  allowing  that  to  be  done  between  these  two  coterminous  countries. 
Though  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  both  Confederacies  that  there 
should  be  this  interchange,  you  preclude  Congress  from  allowing  it ; 
and  then  where  would  that  place  the  border  slave  States  ?*  They  would 
not  be  able  to  sell  their  slaves  in  the  States  further  South  ;  and  if  they 
carried  them  there,  they  would  have  to  emigrate  with  them.  You 
would  thus  prevent  Congress  from  adopting  a  regulation  which  would 
make  it  possible  for  them  to  remain  in  this  Union  with  safety,  with 
advantage,  to  themselves.  "Why  was  this  put  in?  Why  not  have  left 
it  where  it  stood,  giving  Congress  the  power,  when  we  all  know  that 
there  is  no  State  in  the  present  Confederation  that  would  not  exercise 
that  power  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  slave-trade  from  Africa? 
This  probably  would  constitute  the  only  exception.  Why  shut  our- 
selves out  from  allowing  the  exception  ? 

But,  Mr.  President,  my  desire  is  to  be  brief;  I  do  not  want  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  Senate ;  I  am  merely  endeavoring  to  state  the 
points  of  objection  as  briefly  as  I  can.  Here  is,  at  the  close  of  it, 
another  provision  which,  it  seems  to  me,  contains  the  seeds  of  civil 
war ;  and  that  is  this :  "  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to 
the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States  ; "  that  is  to  .say,  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass 
laws  to  force  the  States  to  receive  those  persons  whom  they  have  ex« 
eluded  from  police  considerations— considerations  of  domestic  safety. 
Yes,  sir,  to  force  the  States  to  receive  persons  who  would  be  dangerous 
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to  their  peace ;  to  force  upon  them,  if  70a  will,  abolition  lecturers ;  to 
force  upon  them  persons  whom  they  regard  as  the  most  dangerons 
emissaries  that  could  be  sent  among  them ;  to  enable  Congress  to  ob- 
trude, in  fact,  into  all  the  business  of  the  States.  That  was  not  intended 
•when  the  Constitution  was  framed,  and  never  ought  to  have  been.  Tlie 
present  provision  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  citizens  in  the  several  States, 
I  regard  as  in  the  nature  of  an  inter-treaty  stipulation.  It  is  a  duly 
imposed  on  each  State,  for  the  violation  of  which  there  is  no  remedy ; 
no  remedy,  unless  the  State  aggrieved  may  resort  sometimes  to  retalia- 
tion. 

There  are  various  things  of  that  sort  in  the  Constitution.  Duties 
imposed  upon  the  States,  but  without  a  remedy  for  the  failure  to  ex- 
ecute them.  No  State  shall  keep  a  standing  army;  but  suppose  it 
does :  what  are  you  to  do?  Congress  cannot  remedy  it ;  and  it  w^ould 
not  be  right  to  give  Congress  the  power  to  remedy  it.  You  have  to 
trvLBt  something  to  the  sense  of  right  and  duty  of  the  States  themselves ; 
and  so  it  should  be  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  citizens.  Suppose  one 
State  should  say  that  the  citizens  of  another  should  not  sue  in  its  conrts ; 
how  is  Congress  to  enforce  their  right  ?  Is  Congress  to  say  they  shall 
be  allowed  to  sue,  and  that  the  Sheriffs  and  officers  of  the  State  shall 
execute  the  process?  Is  it  proposed  to  allow  Congress,  by  law,  to 
interpose  in  all  these  delicate  matters  ?  Is  it  not  far  better  to  leave  it 
to  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  States — to  their  sense  of  duty  and  of 
honor  ?  Have  we  not  got  along  very  well  while  we  left  it  there  ?  If 
there  be  any  instances  in  which  there  have  been  exceptions,  they  are 
instances  in  which  persons  have  been  excluded  on  account  of  police 
considerations,  deemed  to  be  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  people  who 
excluded  them.  Is  it  proposed  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  as  to  take 
from  the  people  of  the  States  this  right  of  self-defence  ? 

If  we  once  introduced  this  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
what  would  become  of  the  feeble  southern  States,  six  or  seven  (for 
Delaware  can  hardly  be  considered  as  a  slave  State),  that  would  be 
left?  Arkansas  may  conclude  to  secede  whon  she  shall  determine 
finally  upon  her  position  in  the  Union.  What  would  become  of  us  in 
the  hands  of  this  powerful  majority,  who  would  pass  what  laws  they 
pleased  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  their  citizens  among  us,  and  the 
rights  of  those  citizens  to  do  as  they  pleased  after  they  got  there  ?  Is 
it  not  obvious  that  these  various  changes  would  lead  to  endless  discon- 
tents, to  irreparable  breaches  between  these  States  ?  Would  you  not 
certainly  drive  out  the  Border  States  ?  They  would  say,  "  K  we  go 
south,  we  ally  ourselves  to  a  homogeneous  people ;  we  shall  have  none 
of  these  difficulties ;  we  have  no  reason  to  fear  their  citizens ;  we  can 
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grant  all  these  privileges  without  the  least  difficulty  or  danger ;  we  can 
send  our  slaves  south  from  a  country  where  thej  are  not  profitable,  to 
one  where  thej  are ;  but  if  we  stay  here,  we  are  forbidden  to  do  any 
of  these  things ;  if  we  stay  here,  we  are  prevented  from  ever  obtaining 
any  outlet  for  our  slave  property/'  Will  you  not  offer  them  the  high- 
est indacements,  nay,  will  you  not  make  it  almost  necessary  for  them 
to  leave  you,  if  you  should  adopt  such  a  proposition  as  this  ? 

Nor  is  that  all,  Mr.  Prdbident.  Our  present  Constitution — ^for  I  am 
comparing  our  position  under  it  with  that  in  which  this  would  place 
us — ^in  most  of  its  difficult  provisions  has  been  expounded — expounded 
by  the  action  of  the  State  Governments,  by  the  action  of  all  the  de- 
partments of  the  Federal  Government.  We  have  had  legal  interpret- 
ations in  the  decisions  of  the  State  and  Federal  courts.  We  have  come 
almost  to  a  point — ^indeed,  I,  who  believe  that  the  Dred  Scott  decision 
is  law,  think  we  have  come  to  a  point — ^where  we  have  a  legal  exposi- 
tion on  the  whole  of  these  matters.  Are  we  to  be  turned  aside  from 
that,  to  wander  into  a  new  sea  of  doubt  and  difficulty  and  ambiguity? 
No  candid  man  can  take  this  up  and  say  it  is  not  full  of  double  con^ 
structions,  full  of  ambiguities,  giving  ground  for  new  quarrels  between 
the  sections,  to  new  constructions  of  courts,  to  new  lawsuits. 

Mr.  COLLAMER:  —And  to  be  perpetuaL 

Mr.  HUNTER : — Yes,  sir ;  and  to  be  made  perpetuaL  We  cannot 
change  them  afterwards,  if  we  want  to  do  it.  I  can  conceive  nothing 
that  would  endanger  what  is  left  of  this  Union  so  much  as  the  adoption 
of  this  proposition,  although  it  has  been  produced  by  persons  so  enun^oit 
and  so  respectable  as  those  who  composed  the  Peace  Congress. 

I  know  that  this  measure  does  emanate  from  a  body  eminently 
patriotic  and  wise,  entitled  to  the  public  deference  and  affection ;  and 
for  their  work  I  feel  all  possible  respect.  Against  that  work  I  will 
pronounce  nothing  except  what  the  necessities  of  the  occasion  may 
require.  But  when  the  peace,  the  safety,  the  rights  of  the  State  which 
I  seek  to  represent — ^when  the  peace  of  the  whole  country,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  would  be  so  seriously  imperilled  as  it  would  be  if  this 
were  adopted,  I  feel  bound  by  a  sense  of  what  I  owe  to  those  who  sent 
me  here,  bound  by  a  sense  of  what  I  owe  to  those  who  have  some 
respect  for  my  opinions,  to  express  them  here  on  this  occasion,  and  to 
give  briefly  the  points  and  the  heads  upon  which  I  differ  from  the  con- 
clusions of  that  Congress.  Indeed,  sir,  before  taking  my  seat,  I  may 
suggest  a  doubt  whether  I  am  in  truth  acting  against  any  thing  which 
they  have  really  done.  I  was  informed  by  a  member  of  that  Congress 
that  they  never  did  take  a  vote  upon  this  proposed  article,  as  a 
whole.  32 
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Mr.  IX)OLITTL£  .-—If  tlie  Senator  will  allow  me,  I  beg  le^ye  to 
Btate  that  I  was  informed  of  the  same  fact  by  a  distinguished  member 
of  the  Convention ;  and  I  was  farther  informed  that  the  person  who 
claims  to  be  the  secretary  of  the  Convention  *was  never  elected  as  sucli. 
And  there  is  another  fact  stated  in  the  preamble  that  I  know  is  not 
correctly  stated :  that  the  State  of  Wisconsin  was  in  that  Convention, 
or  took  any  part  in  it.  How  many  more  mistakes  there  are  in  the 
preamble,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — ^I  believe  it  is  certain  that  they  never  did  take  a 
vote  on  this  article  as  a  whole,  but  upon  its  separate  sections.  I  think 
it  equally  probable  that  it  could  not  have  passed  as  a  whole.  That 
opinion  was  expressed  to  me  by  a  member.  As  it  did  pass,  I  think 
there  were  three  or  four  States  not  voting ;  and  the  States  not  voting 
were  supposed  to  be  against  it.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  do  not 
know  that  this  is  to  be  taken  as  an  expression  of  the  will  of  that  Con- 
gress. Further :  I  will  say,  in  regard  to  myself,  that  a  majority  of  the 
members  from  my  own  State  voted  against  it,  and  were  very  decided 
in  their  opposition  to  it.  They  believed  it  was  not  such  a  proposition 
as  the  South  could  safely  accept ;  and  that  majority,  I  believe,  have 
returned  home  to  express  that  opinion  to  the  State  Convention,  and  to 
give  their  reasons  for  it.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  have 
thought  that  I  ought  to  present,  as  a  counter  proposition  (believing  that 
the  people  whom  I  represent  cannot  and  ought  not  to  accept  these), 
resolutions  upon  which  they  have  said  they  were  willing  to  settle  this 
controversy.  I  believe  the  State  of  Kentucky  has  declared  the  same 
thing.  I  understand  the  State  of  California  has  done  likewise.  I 
believe,  though  I  may  be  mistaken,  that  Tennessee  has  said  the  same. 
The  State  of  North  Carolina  has  made  the  same  declaration  unani> 
mously.     To  the  last,  I  believe  I  may  add  Missouri. 

Now,  I  am  making  a  proposition  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  resoliH 
tions  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky ;  upon  which  so  many 
of  the  border  slaveholding  States  have  said  they  would  settle  the 
difference.  Why  not  send  them  out  to  the  States  and  the  people  ?  We 
know  that  some  of  them  would  settle  on  that.  Why  should  we  send 
out  such  a  proposition  as  this,  which  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
they  will  not  accept,  and  which  will  have  the  effect  of  dividing  the  con- 
servative men  of  the  North  ?  Those  northern  men  who  are  willing  to 
settle  on  some  proposition  that  would  give  satisfaction  to  the  Border 
States,  would  just  as  soon  vote  for  the  Crittenden  resolutions  as  for 
these,  and  some  probably  would  prefer  to  do  so.  They  will  waste  all 
their  strength,  and  efforts,  and  energies,  in  going  for  a  proposition 
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which  the  South  in  the  end  will  not  accept,  or  at  least  which  I  do  not 
believe  thej  will  accept,  as  there  is  every  reason  t<^  suppose  thej  will 
not  accept  it.  Then,  when  we  know  there  are  propositions  upon  which 
so  many  of  the  Border  States  have  said  they  would  be  willing  to  settle 
existing  difficulties,  why  not  submit  them?  I  think,  under  such  ciiv 
cumstances,  notwithstanding  the  respect  which  I  feel  for  the  members 
composing  the  Peace  Congress,  my  duty  to  my  own  State,  whose  Legis- 
lature has  spoken  in  regard  to  it,  and  my  sympathy  with  so  many  of 
the  Southern  States  who  have  declared  the  same  opinion,  should  induce 
me  to  present  the  proposition  which  they  desire  instead  of  one  to  which 
none  of  them  have  as  yet  given  their  adhesion,  and  to  which  I  have  no 
idea  they  will  ever  agree. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  suppose,  Mr.  President,  not  only  out  of 
deference  to  the  Presiding  Officer  of  this  body,  but  because  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  entirely  reasonable,  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  the 
question  of  order .  which  was  made  as  to  the  admissibility  of  these 
amendments,  was  coiTect.  The  question  which  these  amendments  pre- 
sent, I  think,  is  a  question  of  consistency  or  inconsistency  with  the 
proceeding  in  which  we  are  engaged,  with  the  resolutions  offered  by  the 
Peace  Conference ;  and  each  member,  in  deciding  ultimately  upon  the 
question  for  or  against  the  proposed  amendment,  will  consider  that 
question  of  consistency  or  inconsistency,  and  regulate  his  vote  accord- 
ingly. It  is  not,  perhaps,  strictly  a  question  of  order,  to  be  decided  on 
the  consistency  or  inconsistency  of  amendments.  So  I  take  it.  I  am 
willing  it  should  be  decided  by  this  body.  Now,  what  is  it?  The 
proposed  amendment  contravenes  the  whole  nature  of  the  transaction, 
and  changes  its  character.  The  representatives  of  twenty-one  or 
twenty-two  States — ^we  will  not  make  any  question  about  Kansas; 
whether  it  be  in  or  not,  is  not  material — ^the  representatives  and  dele- 
gates of  over  twenty  States  of  the  Union  have  recommended  to  us  the 
adoption  of  certain  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which  they  sa/ 
will  arrest  the  troubles  of  the  country  and  adjust  those  great  differences 
which  now  so  much  threaten  us ;  and  they  ask  Congress  to  propose 
these  amendments  to  the  several  States,  according  to  the  fifth  article  of 
the  Constitution,  for  their  adoption.  These  amendments  have  been 
submitted  to  us,  and  the  question  is,  whether  we  will  submit  them  to 
the  States  or  not  ?  That  I  take  to  be  the  specific  and  solitary  question. 
This  imposes  no  obligation  on  us  to  sanction  these  constitutional  amend- 
ments by  proposing  them  to  the  people.  We  can  do  as  we  please  upon 
that  point ;  but  what  is  the  question  and  the  only  question  ?  It  is*  not 
whether  we  ourselves  will  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
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but  whether  we  will  propose  to  the  people  the  amendments  which  this 
Convention  has  p^posed  to  ns.  Now,  that  whole  character  is  e£GMed, 
and  a  new  character  is  given  to  the  transaction,  if  any  one  of  the 
amendments  proposed  bj  Senators  be  adopted. 

Suppose  these  same  States,  by  then:  Legislatores,  had  respeetivd^ 
recommended  to  us  these  particular  and  specific  constitutional  amend- 
ments, asking  us  to  propose  them  according  to  the  Constitution :  would 
it  have  been  proper  for  us  then  to  undertake  to  amend  their  resolutitms? 
It  would  be  a  different  transaction  altogether.  In  the  one  instance,  out 
of  respect  to  the  States,  we  are  proposing  their  resolutions ;  in  the 
other  case,  we  are  proposing  our  own  to  the  States.  Now,  the  qaesticHi 
here  is,  whether  the  resolutions  have  come  to  us  with  a  sufficient  sanc- 
tion to  constitute  in  our  minds  a  reason  for  referring  to  the  States  the 
amendments  which  the  States  themselves  have  asked.  That  is  alL  It 
seems  to  my  mind  to  be  a  clear  question.  They  have  asked  us,  they 
have  requested  us,  to  submit  their  resolutions,  and  not  any  others,  to  the 
States ;  and  the  question  is,  will  we  comply  with  their  request,  not 
whether  we  will  fabricate  amendments  of  our  own  and  refer  them  to 
the  people.  They  have  asked  of  us  to  submit  their  proposals ;  and 
the  question  is,  whether  we  will  do  it. 

This  amendment  implies,  in  the  first  instance,  that  we  will  not  do 
that,  because  the  moment  we  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  that  moment  we  say  in  effect,  ^^  We  will  not  propose  your 
recommendations  to  the  people ;  while  proposing  our  own,  which  we 
wOl  substitute  for  yours."  That  is  passing  by  this  Convention 
altogether ;  it  is  negativing  the  States  represented  in  it. 

If  gentlemen  take  this  view  it  will  be  a  sufficient  reason,  I  trust,  in 
itself,  for  voting  against  the  proposed  amendment.  Tl^^se  propoaitions 
which  the  Convention  has  recommended  may  be  such  as  we  may  refuse ; 
it  is  in  our  power  to  refuse ;  but  the  question  is,  whether  a  recommend- 
ation, coming  so  sanctioned  to  us,  is  not,  in  itself,  a  sufficient  reason 
why  Congress,  if  disposed  to  satisfy  the  people,  shall  do  the  small  act 
of  presenting  this  to  the  people  themselves,  for  their  adoption.  We 
may  reject  it,  if  we  please.  The  people,  when  it  is  sent  to  them,  wiH, 
of  course,  have  the  power  to  reject  or  adopt  it.  The  only  question  now 
is,  whether  we  will  give  the  States  an  opportunity  of  saying  whether 
this  proposition  is  satisfactory  or  not. 

Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  oqcupy  time ;  but  I  cannot  perceive  the  justice 
of  the  criticisms  made  upon  these  resolutions  of  the  Convention.  They 
seem  to  me  to  be  perspicuous  and  intelligible  in  eveiy  part  and  in 
every  sentence.    I  do  not  see  where  the  difficulty  is  to  arise.    GenUe- 
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men  need  not  tell  us  here^  in  respect  to  these  reaolntions,  tliat  a  member 
of  the  Convention  told  them  thus  and  so.  No  matter  what  a  member 
of  the  Convention  told  this  one  or  that  one  about  the  votes  that  were 
given,  it  is  certified  to  ns,  in  a  formal  manner,  by  the  President  of  the 
Convention — ^himself  a  Virginian,  and  once  a  IVesident  of  the  United 
States — ^that  this  is  the  result  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  HUNTER:— If  the  Senator  will  allow  me,  I  will  state  to  him 
how  that  occurred.  It  was  dAided,  as  it  will  be  seen  when  we  get  the 
Journal,  that,  according  to  some  rules  of  the  old  Convention,  they 
should  not  vote  upon  a  proposition  as  a  whole,  but  upon  each  particular 
provision.  That  was  the  rule  of  the  Convention ;  and  therefore  he 
certified  it  as  the  Convention  had  instructed.  The  vote  Was  taken  only 
section  by  section,  and  the  vote  was  never  taken  on  it  as  a  whole. 
There  is  no  inconsistency  between  what  I  have  said,  and  the  certifi^ 
cate  of  the  President  of  the  Convention,  because,  according  to  the 
rules  adopted  by  them,  he  had  to  certify  it  if  it  was  adopted  by  sections, 
though  it  was  not  voted  upon  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  suppose  this  remark  is  intended  to  annul 
the  Convention,  and  discredit  all  their  proceedings,  though  the  Senate 
have  received  the  letter  of  the  President  and  Secretary  as  authentic 
evidence  that  this  does  contain  the  result  of  the  deliberations  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  body.  I  take  it  so,  whatever  a  discontented  mem- 
ber here  ai^d  there  may  have  said  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  He 
may  have  said  it  all  truly,  for  aught  I  know,  but  we  must  regard  this 
as  the  authentic  act  of  the  Convention ;  otherwise  it  was  nothing ;  and 
it  is  certified  to  us  by  the  proper  authority  as  its  act,  by  the  President 
of  the  Convention,  with  the  request  that  we  shall  adopt  it.  It  must 
have  had,  in  soone  form  or  shape^  the  sanction  of  a  majority  of  the 
Convention,  or  it  could  not  have  been  so  certified  to  ^.  How  they 
voted,  whether  upon  parts  or  the  whole,  they  gave  such  votes  as  they 
thought  were  necessary  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  body,  and  the 
expression  of  their  will  and  opinion  upon  the  subject.  This  is  what 
they  have  done. 

I  do  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  I  like  these  resolutions  better  than 
I  do  those  proposed  by  myself,  or  the  amendments  now  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Virginia.  We  are  near  the  dose  of  our  session.  I 
have  looked  upon  the  proceedings  of  this  great  and  eminent  body 
of  men  as  the  best  evidence  of  public  opinion  outside  of  this  body,  and 
of  the  wish  and  will  of  the  States  they  represent.  I  am  for  peace.  I 
am  for  compromise.  I  have  not  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  what 
would  be  best  that  I  would  not  be  perfectly  willing  to  sacrifice  to  obtain 
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any  reasonable  measure  of  pacification  that  wonld  satisfy  the  xnajoritj. 
I  want  to  save  the  conntiy  and  adjust  our  present  difficulties.  {Ap- 
plause in  the  galleries.] 

The  FsESiDiNa  Officsb  (Mr.  Bright  in  the  chair)  called  to  order. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— That  is  what  I  want  to  do.  That  is  the 
object  I  am  aiming  at.  I  attach  no  particular  importance — ^I  fed,  at 
least,  no  selfish  attachment — to  any  opimons  I  may  have  proclaimed  on 
the  subject  heretofore.  I  proclaimed  tnose  opimons  because  I  thou^bft 
them  right ;  but  I  am  ready  to  sacrifice  them,  any  and  every  one  of 
them,  to  any  more  satisfactory  proposition  that  can  be  offered.  I  look 
upon  the  resolutions  proposed  by  this  Convention  as  furnishing  us,  if 
not  the  last,  the  best  hope  of  an  adjustment ;  the  best  hope  for  the 
safety  of  the  people  and  the  preservation  of  the  Grovemment.  I  will 
not  stop  to  cavil  about  the  construction  of  these  words ;  but  I  see  none 
of  the  difficulties  that  suggest  themselves  to  the  mind  of  my  friend 
from  Virginia.  Look  at  that  third  section,  which  has  been  the  snlriect 
of  his  particular  criticism.  Every  part  and  portion  of  it  is  a  negation 
of  power  to  Congress,  and  nothing  else ;  and  yet  he  has  argued  as  if 
it  gave  Congress  power ;  as  if  it  conferred  more  power  upon  Congress. 
It  leaves  to  the  States  all  the  rights  they  now  have ;  all  the  remediee 
which  they  now  have ;  and  consists  merely  in  a  negation  of  power  to 
Congress.  How  can  that  take  away  the  rights  of  the  people?  How 
can  that  make  our  condition  worse?  I  cannot  possibly  see.  It  is 
nothing  but  a  negative  from  beginning  to  end  *,  and  therefore  it  cannot 
take  away  any  thing  from  the  people.  It  may  take  from  Congress,  hot 
cannot  take  away  from  the  States,  or  the  people,  any  thing.  It  is  a 
negative  in  its  form  and  in  its  language,  from  beginning  to  end,  that 
Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  do  this,  that,  or  the  other.  If  they 
have  that  power  under  the  present  Constitution,  it  is  taken  away.  Tliat 
is  all.  It  takes  away  no  power  from  the  States.  It  takes  awaj  no 
rights  from  individuals.  Its  simple  office  is  the  negation  of  power  to 
Congress.  That  is  all  there  is  in  it ;  and  how,  under  that,  can  the 
gentleman  find  constructions  which  are  to  increase  our  difficulties  and 
diminish  our  rights  ?  He  says  the  language  will  need  construction.  So 
does  all  language  need  construction.  I  do  not  see  that  this  is  pai^ 
ticularly  so. 

Now,  sir,  the  Senator  ofiers  my  own  proposition  as  an  amendment 
to  this.  I  shall  vote  against  my  own  proposition  here ;  I  shall  vote  Har 
this.     [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  MASON : — ^I  shall  be  constrained  to  require  that  the  gaOe 
be  cleared,  if  there  be  any  farther  demonstrations  in  that  quarter. 
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Mr.  BAKER:— I  hope  the  galleries  will  not  be  deared.  The 
admiration  of  a  noble  sentiment  is  never  out  of  place. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— There  is  no  motion  to  clear  the 
galleries. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  shall  vote  for  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Convention,  and  there  I  shall  stand.  That  is  the  weapon  offered 
now,  and  placed  in  my  hand,  by  which,  as  I  suppose,  the  Union  of 
these  States  may  be  preserved;  and  I  will  not,  out  of  any  selfish 
preference  for  my  own  original  opinions  on  this  subject,  sacrifice  one 
idea  or  one  particle  of  that  hope.  I  go  for  the  country ;  not  for  this 
resolution  or  that  resolution,  but  any  resolution,  any  proposition,  that 
will  pacify  the  country.  Therefore,  I  vote  against  my  own,  to  give 
place  to  a  proposition  which  comes  from  an  authority  much  higher  than 
mine — ^from  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  this 
country,  out  of  which  number  a  Senate  might  be  selected  that  might 
well  compare  in  point  of  talent  and  intellect  and  ability  even  with  this 
honorable  body.  They  have  recommended  this  on  arduous,  laborious 
consultation  with  one  another ;  through  many  difficulties,  through  many 
diversities  of  opinion,  they  have  at  last  arrived  at  these  conclusions, 
and  sent  them  to  us.  Shall  any  Senator  stand  upon  the  little  consideiv 
ation,  ''  this  changes  my  resolution,"  and  shall  he  compare  that  little 
atom  of  his  production  with  the  great  end  and  object  proposed  to  be 
attained  for  a  whole  nation?  No,  sir ;  not  a  moment.  I  believe  our 
best  hope  of  preservation  is  in  adopting  the  resolutions  proposed  by 
this  Convention,  and  I  adhere  to  them  against  all  amendments. 

Mr.  President,  the  only  material  or  substantial  change  in  respect  to 
the  first  section  of  this  proposed  amendment  from  my  first  proposition 
is,  that  it  omits  all  reference  to  territory  hereafter  acquired,  limiting 
our  consideration  and  our  settlement  to  territory  which  we  now  have. 
When  I  first  offered  my  resolutions,  I  explained  somewhat  in  reference 
to  that  particular  provision  which  i:^ted  to  ^ture  territory.  I  said 
that  I  wanted  no  more  territory.  Our  great  trouble  now  is  from  the 
magnitude  of  the  territory  which  we  have  already  acquired.  New 
Mexico  is  one  of  our  acquisitions,  and  what  a  subject  of  dispute  it  has 
been !  I  want  no  more  acquisitions.  My  country  is  big  enough,  and 
great  enough.  I  say  that  further  acquisitions  are  dangerous.  Wo 
have  found  them  to  be  so.  Our  experience  and  our  reason,  then,  imito 
in  teaching  us  ''  to  beware  of  that  sin,  ambition."  National  aggran- 
dizement !  I  want  no  more.  I  proposed  that,  however,  as  the  ideft 
then  was,  that  we  wanted  a  settlement  that  was  to  last  forever ;  to  bo 
eternal ;  to  embrace  the  present  and  to  embrace  the  fbtnre,  with  all  ill 
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acquisitions,  all  its  changes.  Beflection  since,  and  the  argomenta  of 
others,  I  will  saj,  have  changed  mj  opinioI^  on  that  point.  If  thejhad 
not  changed  it,  however,  I  should  be  ready  here  to  sacrifice  it  and  give 
it  up,  if  thereby  I  could  obtain  the  assent  of  any  respectable  portion  of 
my  countT3naien  to  the  propositions  for  peace.  If  we  can  settle  in 
respect  to  what  we  have,  in  God's  name  let  us  do  it ;  and  if  we  are 
to  have  future  acquisitions,  let  us  leave  the  troubles  they  may  bring 
upon  us  to  a  future  day.  We  have  enough  for  to-day.  I  do  not  object, 
therefore,  to  the  first  section  of  the  proposition  of  the  Convention,  thai 
it  is  confined  to  the  territory  which  we  now  have.  The  adjustmeni 
which  they  have  made  varies  but  little  in  substance  in  regard  to  the 
territorial  question,  and  the  question  of  slavery  as  connected  with  it, 
from  my  original  proposition.  South  of  the  line  which  we  propose 
to  establish,  36®  30',  you  have  no  foot  of  territory  left,  but  what  is 
embraced  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  In  New  Mexico,  by  law 
of  the  Territory — a  constitutional  law,  a  valid  law  of  the  Territory- 
slavery  exists  as  fully  and  completely  as  the  law  can  establish  it,  or  has 
established  it. 

Now,  this  proposition  is,  that  the  status  of  things  shall  continue  as 
it  is  until  that  Territory  becomes  a  State ;  and  when  it  becomes  a  State, 
let  it  dispose  of  the  question  of  slavery  as  it  chooses.  There  is  no 
ambiguity  about  this.  In  substance,  though  in  a  different  form  of 
words,  the  same  is  expressed  in  my  proposition.  The  proposition  <^ 
the  Convention  is  the  same  in  substance,  only  omitting  the  words— a 
very  proper  and  a  very  timely  omission — supposed  to  be  offensive  in 
certain  parts  of  the  country,  and  substituting  others  that  are  equally 
well  understood  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  which  were  less  offen- 
sive  to  some.  * 

Sir,  now  is  the  time  for  mediation ;  now  is  the  time  for  pacification ; 
now  is  the  time  to  omit  every  word  that  can  give  offence  or  add  to  the 
irritation  under  which  the  country  is.  I  desire,  by  the  most  moderate 
terms,  by  the  most  unoffending  language,  to  reacJi  some  mode  of  ad- 
justment that  can  give  satisfaction  to  the  whole  country  and  reunite 
us  all. 

My  friend  from  Virginia  seems  to  apprehend  that  under  these 
amendments  we  shall  be  worse  off  in  respect  to  territory  hereafter 
acquired.  That  is  supposed  to  be  sufficiently  provided  for  and  secured 
in  the  provision,  that  no  future  acquisition  shall  be  made,  by  purchase 
or  by  treaty,  except  that  treaty  or  that  purchase  be  ratified  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Senators  from  the  slaveholding  States,  as  well  as  a 
majority  of  Senators  from  the  non-slaveholding  States.     Does  not  thiii 
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»  give  the  South  a  safe  astoranoe,  an  assoraaoe  to  be  relied  upon?  M7 
friend  from  Virginia  sajs,  however,  do  we  belieye  the  North,  with  its 
superior  number,  would  submit  to  this  provision  of  the  Constitution? 
Why,  sir,  the  Convention  have  had  the  caution  to  make  this  provision, 
if  I  understand  them,  irrepealable  bj  anj  future  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  There  it  stands,  then,  in  the  most  solemn  form  that  men 
can  enter  into  anj  compact,  in  the  most  formal  language  hj  any  terms 
that  Government  can  establish,  that  all  are  bound  hj  that  provision  of 
the  Constitution  which  requires  a  migority  fr*om  each  section.  When 
the  gentleman  asks  whether  we  can  believe  for  a  moment  that  this  law 
will  be  acquiesced  in  and  adhered  to,  I  saj  we  must  to  some  extent 
have  confidence  in  one  another,  or  all  human  society  must  lose  its  basis, 
not  merely  of  government,  but  its  foundation,  and  all  society  would  be 
torn  up  at  once  by  the  roots.  That  confidence  is  the  root  of  society ; 
it  is  the  root  of  all  the  associations  of  men  in  public  or  private  life ;  it 
is  the  root  and  foundation  of  all  government.  What  more  can  you 
have,  what  better  security  can  you  have  than  written,  solemn  terms 
upon  any  subject  which  is  to  regulate  government?  There  is  nothing 
more  solemn  among  men,  unless  you  would  require  angels  to  come 
down  and  make  responses  for  them.  Here  you  have  the  very  highest 
security  that  can  be  given ;  and  when  any  gentleman  shall  say  these 
are  not  to  be  relied  upon,  he  says  there  is  no  Government  that  stands 
upon  any  foundation  that  can  be  relied  upon.  Such  an  assertion 
strikes  not  at  this  provision ;  it  strikes  at  the  root  of  all  government. 
What  further  security  can  be  had?  If  our  brethren  of  the  other  sec- 
tion were  willing  to  give  the  highest  possible  security  they  could,  what 
can  they  give  more?  Nothing.  This  argument,  then,  can  avail 
nothing. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  gone  perhaps  a  little  further  than  I  ought  to 
have  done.  It  is  not  now  necessary  that  I  should  enter  into  a  vindica- 
tion of  every  provision  of  these  amendments  ofiered  by  the  Convention. 
It  is  sufficient  to  speak  to  the  amendment  which  the  gentleman  has 
Offered.  Excluding  territory  hereafter  to  be  acquired,  I  think,  in  sub- 
stance, we  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  that ;  I  believe  that  will  make 
peace ;  I  believe  that  will  give  substantial  secority  to  our  rights,  and 
to  the  rights  which  the  Southern  States  claim.  With  that  I  am  satis- 
fied. It  is  enough  for  the  dreadful  occasion.  It  is  the  dreadfiil  occasion 
that  I  want  to  get  rid  of.  Bid  me  of  this,  rid  the  nation  of  this,  and 
I  am  willing  to  take  my  chance  for  the  future  and  meet  the  perils  of 
every  day  that  may  come.  Now  is  the  appointed  time  upon  which  our 
destiny  depends.    Now  is  the  emergency  and  exigency  upon  us.    Let 
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ns  provide  for  them.  Save  ourselves  now,  and  trost  to  posteiitj  and 
that  Providence  which  has  so  long  and  so  benignly  guided  this  nmtion, 
to  keep  us  from  the  further  difficulties  which  in  our  national  career  may 
be  in  our  way. 

I  prefer  the  propositions  which  the  Convention  have  made  to  my 
own  propositions,  because  I  have  no  hope  for  my  propositions.  They 
have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  the  favor  of  my  colleagues  of 
the  Senate  from  the  North,  the  men  whose  sanction  of  them  was  nece^ 
sary  to  give  them  effect.  I  transfer  all  my  hopes  of  peace  to  these 
propositions  and  terms  proposed  by  the  Convention  representing  twenty- 
odd  of  the  States  of  this  Union — a  large  majority  of  all  the  States.  I 
win  not  go  into  particulars  about  it ;  but  since  gentlemen  have  made 
some  allusion  to  the  out-of-door  rumors  and  reports  and  sayings  in  re- 
spect  to  this  Convention,  I  believe  that  perhaps  a  majority  of  those 
who  voted  for  these  amendments  were  men  representing  non-slavehold- 
ing  States.  I  do  not  know  the  fact,  and  I  will  not  state  it,  but  I  am 
under  that  impression  now,  and  that  impression  encourages  my  hopes 
that  the  Senate,  rather  than  see  the  country  fall  into  ruin,  fall  into 
dismemberment,  limb  from  limb,  and  blood  flowing  at  the  plucking  out 
of  every  limb,  will  supply  the  remedy  which  is  proposed.  It  seems  to 
me  proper  and  just.  But  little  is  asked,  and  great  is  the  reward,  and 
mighty  are  the  consequences  that  are  to  flow  from  it. 

Sir,  I  have  occupied  more  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  on  this  partica> 
lar  question  than  I  ought  to  have  done. 

Mr.  MASON : — ^Mr.  President,  there  is  a  very  grave  duty  devolv- 
ing upon  the  Senate  on  the  proposition  which  is  now  before  us.  We 
are  called  upon,  pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  to  propose  amendments 
to  the  Constitution.    The  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  says  this  : 

*^  The  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall  deem  it  neces- 
sary, shall  propose  amendments  to  this  Constitution." 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  agree,  for  one,  to  propose  an  amendment  to  this 
Constitution  unless  it  has  the  sanction  and  the  approbation  of  my  judg- 
ment ;  and  I  suppose  no  other  Senator  will.  I  am  bound,  therefore,  b^ 
every  obligation  of  faith  and  honor  to  my  State,  when  a  proposition  is 
submitted  to  the  Senate  as  one  that  should  be  proposed  to  the  States  as 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  examine  it  and  understand  it,  and 
see  it  in  all  its  bearings  and  effects,  as  far  as  my  intellect  will  enable 
me,  and  to  propose  it  or  to  withhold  it  by  my  vote,  as  I  shall  be  guided 
by  my  judgment.     I  can  see  no  other  position  of  a  Senator. 

Now,  sir,  what  are  the  fhcts  ?  The  country  was  convulsed  by  the 
success  in  the  late  presidential  election  of  one  of  the  political  parties  of 
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the  country.  The  tremor  was  evinced  at  once  in  all  the  Southern 
States,  in  a  belief  that  their  existence  and  their  safety  was  imperilled  bj 
that  election.  Congress  met.  As  was  proper  and  necessary,  the  very 
first  act  in  each  House  was  to  appoint  a  committee  to  take  the  condition 
of  the  coimtry  into  consideration,  and  see  if,  by  any  mode  of  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  those  perils  could  be  avoided.  A  committee  was 
raised  in  the  collateral  branch.  A  committee  was  raised  in  this  Senate, 
I  think  upon  the  motion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  actu- 
ated as  he  always  is  by  principles  of.  the  highest  patriotism.  Those 
committees  met.  They  remained  in  anxious  deliberation  for  weeks. 
What  was  the  result?  They  were  unable  to  agree.  I  think  the  com- 
mittee came  before  the  Senate  and  admitted  the  fact.  They  could  agree 
upon  no  form  of  amendment  which  they  believed  would  remedy  the 
evils  and  avert  the  perils  under  which  the  country  suffered. 

In  that  state  of  things,  the  Legislature  of  Virginia — ^my  own 
honored  State — ^having  been  called  into  special  session  on  the  19th  of 
January,  passed  a  series  of  resolutions,  one  of  which  recites  this : 

"  That  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Viri^nia,  an  invitation  is  hereby 
extended  to  all  such  States,  whether  slaveholding  or  non-slaveholding,  as  are 
willing  to  nnite  with  Virginia  in  an  earnest  effort  to  adjust  the  present  un- 
happy controversies  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  Constitntion  was  originally 
formed,  and  consistently  with  its  principles,  so  as  to  afford  to  the  people  of 
the  slaveliolding  States  adequate  gaarantees  for  the  security  of  their  rights.'* 

That  is  the  recital  of  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia : 
^'  to  afford  to  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  States  adequate  guarantees 
for  the  security  of  their  rights ; ''  and  there  was  a  further  provision, 
that,  if  those  States  should  meet  and  agree  upon  any  form  of  adjustment,  it 
should  be  submitted  to  Congress.  A  number  of  the  States— some  twenty 
or  twenty-one,  it  seems — some  by  their  Legislatures,  some  by  their 
Executives — ^met  the  invitation  of  Virginia,  and  deputed  their  commis- 
sioners to  the  conference  in  Washington,  to  see  if  they  could  agree  upon 
a  mode  of  adjustment.  We  have  the  report  of  that  Conference  before 
us  now,  presented  through  a  committee  of  this  body ;  and  they  propose 
an  additional  article  to  the  Constitution.  Mr.  President,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  has  pronounced  so  deserved  a  eulogium 
upon  that  body,  does  not  exceed  me  in  the  respect  which  I  bear  to  it. 
If  there  be  one  more  than  another  Senator  upon  whom  it  would  devolve 
to  treat  the  work  of  that  Convention  with  peculiar  respect,  it  would 
devolve  upon  me  and  my  colleague,  because  they  met  at  the  invitation 
of  my  State.  I  yield  to  none  in  the  respect  which  I  bear  to  those 
gentlemen  or  to  the  purity  of  their  motives  in  the  results  which  they 
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baye  attamed  in  that  Conference ;  but,  sir,  I  am  bound  hj  mj  oblige* 
tions  to  the  Constitntion,  by  my  honor  as  a  man,  by  my  fiedth  to  my 
own  State,  to  understand  what  they  have  done,  and  to«exhibit  it  either 
in  recommendation  or  disapproval,  as  my  judgment  maj  dictate. 
NuUiuB  addictua  jurare  in  verba  magistri. 

I  admit  no  authority  to  bind  my  judgment  as  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  States  of  the  Union.  I  yield  my  respect  to  what  they  have  done ; 
but  I  will  scan  it,  and  if,  in  my  honest,  unbiased  judgment,  I  cannot 
recommend  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  I  am  bound  to 
withhold  that  recommendation,  and  to  give  the  reasons  for  it. 

As  I  have  said,  sir,  the  State  of  Virginia,  finding  that  Congress  was 
at  a  loss  for  a  mode  of  adjustment,  invited  the  States  to  send  oonuniB- 
aioners  here  for  this  purpose : 

^'  To  agree  upon  something  which  would  afford  to  the  people  of  the  slave* 
holding  States  adequate  guarantees  for  the  security  of  their  rights.'' 

Virginia  knew  that,  under  the  Constitution  as  it  was  interpreted 
under  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  country  as  they  have  been 
elected,  there  was  no  security  for  their  rights ;  and  it  was  in  the  bope 
of  obtaining  such  a  security — Congress  failing  to  agree  upon  it— ^hat, 
at  her  invitation,  these  gentlemen  from  the  different  States  met  here  in 
conference.  I  am  to  look,  therefore,  to  their  work,  and  to  see  if  it 
affords  that  security  for  their  rights ;  and  if  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own 
judgment,  as  I  honestly  am — ^and  the  reasons  for  which  I  am  now  to 
announce  to  the  world — that  it  not  only  affords  no  security  for  the 
rights  of  the  South,  but  takes  away  what  little  they  have,  I  should  be  a 
traitor  if  I  would  recommend  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
ofthe  United  States. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  look  at  it.  It  is  presented  as  an  entire  article,  to 
be  the  thirteenth  article,  if  adopted,  of  the  Constitution.  The  first 
section  of  it  relates  to  the  Territories — ^the  great  and  difficult  point  of 
division  between  the  two  sections.  If  that  could  be  overcome — ^if  these 
rights  that  are  spoken  of  in  the  resolutions  of  Virginia  in  the  Territories 
could  be  guaranteed  by  adequate  securities  to  the  slavohplding  States^- 
I  believe  the  rest  of  the  path  would  be  smooth.  It  embraces  almost  the 
whole  controversy.  What  securities  are  provided  in  the  Territories  to 
the  slaveholding  States  by  this  first  section  of  the  thirteenth  article? 
It  proposes  to  divide  the  present  Territories — ^for  it  is  confined  to  them— 
by  an  east  and  west  line,  a  parallel  of  latitude.  North  of  that  line, 
there  is  a  clear  cut  entirely,  unsusceptible  of  misinterpretation.  None 
can  doubt  what  the  condition  of  servitude  is  north  of  that  line.  It  is  a 
dear  cut ;  it  is  prohibited,  and  prohibited  forever.    No  interpretation 
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can  mistake  it ;  no  casoiat  can  doubt  upon  it ;  it  is  a  work  well  done. 
North  of  that  line  inyolnntary  servitade,  except  for  crime,  is  prohibited. 
How  is  it  south?  Mj  honorable  ooUeagne,  I  think,  has  well  said  that, 
south  of  that  line,  for  our  rights,  at  best  we  are  remitted  to  a  lawsuit. 
I  will  read  the  language : 

^^ITor  shall  anj  law  be  passed  hj  Oongress  or  the  Territorial  Leg^lature 
to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons—" 

That  is,  persons  held  to  service — 

^^frorn  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union  to  said  Territories,  nor  to  impair  the 
rights  arising  from  said  relation." 

Neither  Congress  nor  the  Territorial  Legislature  has  power  to  intex^ 
fere  with  the  rights  arising  from  the  relation  of  master  and  servant, 
or  master  and  slave.    That  is  the  meaning ;  that  is  dear.    What  next? 

"But  the  same—" 

The  rights  resulting  from  the  relation  of  master  and  slave^- 

*^  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the  Federal  courts,  according  to  the 
course  of  the  common  law." 

There  is  the  security  for  the  rights  of  the  South.  South  of  that  line 
they  are  remitted  to  the  courts  under  the  common  law.  Now,  sir,  let 
us  examine  that.  By  this  section,  if  it  is  adopted  as  an  article  of  the 
Constitution,  the  common  law,  eo  nomine,  is  made  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, so  far  as  it  affects  the  relations  of  master  and  slave.  Now, 
what  is  the  common  law?  Who  is  there  upon  this  floor  that  will  tell 
me  what  common  law  is  meant  by  this  section?  With  all  my  respect 
for  the  thorough  knowledge  and  the  legal  acquirements  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  know  he  cannot  tell  me  what  common 
law  is  meant  by  that  first  section.  We  know,  as  jurists,  what  is  meant 
by  the  term  common  law,  for  it  is  a  technical  term.  The  common  law 
is  the  law  of  England,  the  unwritten  law  of  England,  the  lex  nan  scripta. 
That  is  the  common  law  in  its  legal  acceptation.  Is  it,  then,  the  law 
of  England  that  is  made  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  which  the 
master  is  remitted  for  the  security  of  his  rights  between  him  and  his 
servant?  Will  any  gentieman  tell  me  that  it  is  the  common  law  of 
England  that  is  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  Constitution  to  which  we  are 
to  be  r^itted  ?  If  it  is  the  common  law  of  England,  is  it  the  common 
law  of  England  as  it  stands  at  this  day,  on  the  first  of  March,  1861  ? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— If  my  friend  will  allow  me,  I  take  it  that 
that  term  applies  only  to  the  remedies  known  to  the  common  law.  The 
laws  of  the  Territories  are  to  be  enforced,  and  the  remedies  under  them 
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are  to  be  administered  according  to  common  law.  The  maater  is  to 
have  his  rights  according  to  the  law  of  the  Territory,  and  to  Becme 
those  rights  according  to  the  common  law. 

Mr.  MASON : — ^The  language  of  the  section  is,  that  neither  Con- 
gress nor  the  Territorial  Legislature  shall  interfere  to  impair  the  rights 
arising  from  this  relation  of  master  and  slave ;  ^'  but  the  same '' — that 
is,  this  relation  between  master  and  slave — '^  shall  be  subject  to  judicial 
cognizance  in  the  Federal  courts,  according  to  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon law.'* 

Now,  the  honorable  Senator  says  that  means  only  the  remedy 
of  the  common  law ;  that  you  are  to  take  the  law  of  the  Territory, 
whatever  it  may  be,  and  administer  that,  by  confining  it  to.  ^e  reme- 
dies known  to  the  common  law.  I  deny  the  interpretation.  The 
Senator  may  be  right,  or  I  may  be  right.  I  say  the  text  does  not  war- 
rant the  interpretation.  The  text  refers  to  the  rights  in  tiie  relation  of 
master  and  slave,  and  says  they  (those  rights)  shall  be  the  subject  of 
judicial  cognizance,  according  to  the  course  of  common  law.  Now,  I 
ask,  what  is  the  common  law  that  is  thus  made  a  part  of  the  Constato- 
tion  for  the  subject  to  which  it  refers?  Is  it  the  law  of  England? 
There  is  no  common  law,  that  I  am  aware  of,  known  to  jurists  as 
the  law  of  England.  There  is  no  law  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and,  I 
presume,  none  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  known  as  common  law.  The 
State  of  Virginia,  when  it  became  independent  as  a  colony  of  Great 
Britain,  adopted  and  made  its  own  that  which  before  had  been  the 
common  law  of  England,  and  therefore  the  common  law  of  the  colony. 
The  State  of  Virginia  (and  I  instance  that  only  because  I  am  fRmiliRr 
with  it),  when  it  became  independent,  adopted  as  its  law  the  common 
law  of  England,  as  that  common  law  stood  at  the  commencement  of  the 
fourth  year  of  James  I. ;  and  thereby,  by  statute,  made  that  which  had 
been  the  common  law,  the  law  of  Virginia.  Now,  it  is  tiie  law  of  Vir- 
ginia, not  because  it  is  the  common  law,  but  because  statutes  made  it 
the  law  of  Virginia.  But  is  the  common  law  of  Virginia,  if  you  will 
call  it  by  that  name,  the  common  law  of  Kentucky ;  or  is  the  commim 
law  of  Kentucky  the  common  law  of  Missouri ;  or  is  the  law  of  those 
three  States,  or  any  other  State,  now  the  common  law  of  England?  I 
demand  to  know,  therefore,  when  we  make  the  common  law  a  part  of 
the  Constitution,  if  this  enactment  should  prevail,  what  is  meant  by  the 
common  law  ?  To  that  vague,  grand  residuum  of  judicial  legislation  we 
are  to  be  remitted  for  our  rights  between  master  and  slave,  if  this  is 
enacted. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  it  were  so :  my  colleague  has  well  said  (and  I 
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will  not  repeat  it  after  him,  for  I-ehoald  only  weaken  it),  that  there  is 
not  one  jadicial  interpreter  or  expounder  of  the  conunon  law,  in  any 
one  of  the  free  States,  in  reference  to  the  relation  of  master  and  slave, 
that  does  not  deny  that  the  master  has  any  property  in  his  slave,  at  this 
day  and  this  hour.  Why,  sir,  what  is  the  pending  controversy  hetween 
the  State  of  Ohio,  one  of  the  free  States,  and  the  State  of  Kentucky,  one 
of  the  slave  States — a  controversy  depending  here  recently  in  the  Su- 
preme Court?  The  Governor  of  Kentucky  demanded,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, the  rendition  of  a  fugitive  from  justice,  who  had  ahducted  a 
slave  frx)m  Kentucky,  and  carried  him  into  Ohio.  The  Grovemor  of 
Ohio  refused  the  demand,  upon  the  ground  that  there  could  be  no  steal- 
ing of  a  man ;  that  there  could  be  no  property  in  man ;  and  that  the 
slave,  being  a  man,  was  not  a  subject  of  theft,  of  larceny ;  and  he  refused, 
and  refuses  up  to  this  day,  under  the  common  law,  to  recognize  the 
existence  of  property  in  man. 

Now,  take  the  common  law  of  England  ^t  this  day :  here,  within 
the  last  three  or  four  weeks,  the  Queen's  Bench,  in  England,  has  de- 
clared as  the  common  law,  that  if  a  slave  murders  his  ma&ter,  or 
murders  the  agent  of  his  master,  in  the  attempt  to  recapture  him,  he  is 
justified.  That  is  the  common  law  to  which  we  are  to  be  remitted  for 
the  rights  resulting  itom  the  relations  of  master  and  slave.  Sir,  I  have 
looked  back  a  little  to  see  what  the  common  law  was  in  England  in 
this  famous  Somerset  case.  I  find  this  in  the  argument  of  the  counsel 
there,  expounding  the  common  law,  which  was  afterwards  sustained  by 
Lord  Mai^sfield  in  his  decision : 

'^But  it  has  been  sold  by  great  authorities,  though  slavery,  in  its  full  ex- 
tent, be  incompatible  with  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  the  principles 
of  good  government,  yet  a  moderate  servitude  may  be  tolerated,  nay,  some- 
times must  be  maintained." 

And  again: 

"There  is  now,  at  last,  an  attempt,  and  the  first  yet  known,  to  introduce 
it  [slavery]  into  England.  Long  and  uninterrupted  usage,  from  the  ori^  of 
the  common  law,  stands  to  oppose  its  revival" 

And  again: 

"  A  new  species  has  never  arisen  till  now ;  for  had  it,  remedies  and  powers 
there,  would  have  been  at  law ;  therefore,  the  most  violent  presumption 
igainst  it,  is  the  silence  of  the  laws,  were  there  nothing  more.  It  is  very 
loubtful  whether  the  laws  of  England  will  permit  a  man  to  bind  himself  by 
jontract  to  serve  for  life ;  oertdnly  will  not  suffer  him  to  invest  another  man 
vith  despotism,  nor  prevent  his  own  right  to  dispose  of  property." 

And  again: 
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"There  are  yery  few  instances,  few,  indeed,  of  deoirions  as  to  fliaTOS  in 
this  country.  Two  in  Charles  U.,  where  it  was  a^adged  trover  would  fia. 
Ohamberlayne  and  Perrin,  William  m.,  trover  brought  for  taking  a  negro 
daye;  adjudged  it  would  not  lie.  4th  Ann.,  action  of  trover;  judgment  hj 
default.  On  arrest  of  judgment,  resolved  that  trover  would  not  lie.  Snoh 
the  determinations  in  all  but  two  cases ;  and  those  the  earliest,  and  disallowed 
by  the  subsequent  decisions.  Lord  Holt:  ^  As  soon  as  a  slave  enters  Eng- 
land he  becomes  free.^ " 

In  the  opinion  of  the  court,  of  Lord  Mansfield,  as  to  these  prind- 
ples  of  common  law,  that  very  distinguished  and  able  judge,  who  made 
tlie  law,  as  I  understand,  for  the  occasion,  but  certainly  ruled  it  as  Hie 
common  law,  says  this : 

^'  The  state  of  slavery  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  is  incapable  of  being 
introduced  for  any  reasons,  moral  or  political ;  but  only  by  positive  law,  which 
preserves  its  force  long  after  the  reasons,  occasion,  and  time  itself  from 
whence  it  was  created,  is  erased  from  memory.  It's  so  odious  that  nothing 
ean  be  suffered  to  support  it  but  positive  law.  Whatever  inoonyeniencesi 
therefore,  may  follow  from  a  decision,  I  cannot  say  this  case  is  allowed  or 
approved  by  the  law  of  England." 

I  need  not  go  back  to  authority.  We  have  it  abundantly  in  our 
own  country,  in  all  the  free  States,  so  feur  as  I  know,  without  exception. 
They  deny  what  the  amendment  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentud^ 
a£&nns.  They  deny  that  there  is  property  in  a  slave.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senator  affirms  there  is  property  in  a  slave.  This  section  is 
silent,  onmiously  silent,  portentously  and  potentially  silent.  It  is  not 
only  silent,  Mr.  President,  but  when  it  refers  you  to  that  code  of  law 
which  is  to  protect  the  right  of  the  master  to  the  slave,  it  refers  you  to 
the  conmion  law,  and  the  conunon  law  to  be  expounded  by  the  Federal 
courts,  and  the  common  law,  which  is  judicially  and  historically  known 
to  the  whole  country,  to  be  expounded  in  all  the  free  States  as  one  that 
denies  that  very  property  which  we  say  must  be  secured.  That  is  our 
position  under  this  section.  Sir,  the  State  of  Virginia  has  said  that  we 
must  have  adequate  guarantees ;  and  I  am  asked  here  to  vote  away 
what  little  guarantees  we  have.  I  am  asked,  almost  in  the  high  ethics 
or  morals  of  revealed  religion,  when  my  adversary  takes  away  my 
cloak,  that  I  shall  give  him  my  coat  also.  I  am  required  to  do  that  by 
this  section.  We  believe  that  our  rights  are  secured  under  the  present 
Constitution ;  we  know  that  they  have  been  withheld  by  the  political 
party  which  has  now  come  into  power ;  we  believe  that  they  are  insecure 
unless  there  are  frurther  and  adequate  guarantees ;  but,  so  far  frt)m 
their  being  proposed  by  the  section  before  us,  in  my  judgment,  what 
little  we  have  is  taken  away.     Sir,  I  cannot  vote  for  these  propositions. 


APPENDIX*  518 

I  regret  it.  I  was  prepared,  whether  it  had  the  approval  of  mj  judg- 
ment or  not,  to  follow  the  instructions  of  my  State,  and  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  offered  bj  the  hcmorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  after  it 
had  been  modified,  as  was  required  by  the  resolutions  of  my  State, 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky'  was  so  modified,  I 
do  not  know  whether  at  the  instance  of  Virginia  or  not ;  but  it  was 
modified  by  a  vote  of  this  Senate,  so  as  to  embrace  what  was  required 
in  the  resolutions  of  Virginia.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  recommend,  or, 
in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  to  propose  to  the  States  this  section 
of  the  thirteenth  article ;  because  it  not  only  withholds,  but  denies  by 
withholding,  any  security,  far  less  that  securify  which  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia requires. 

There  are  further  provisions  in  this  proposition  that  are  objection- 
able, one  of  which  was  pointed  out  by  my  colleague :  that  which  calls 
upon  Congress  to  legislate  on  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
secures  to  the  citizens  of  one  State  aU  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  several  States.  I  need  not  say  that  any  legislation  on 
that  subject  by  Congress  would  be  any  thing  but  the  messenger  of  peace 
to  which  the  honorable  Senator  frt)m  Kentucl^  looks.  Why,  sir,  it 
has  been  found-indispensable  in  slaveholding  States,  as  a  part  of  their 
police  regulations,  to  punish  all  persons  who  were  either  of  the  State 
or  otherwise,  who  tamper  with  the  slaves,  who  have  intercourse  with 
them  that  is  forbidden  by  law,  far  more  those  who  preach  to  them 
sedition,  or  insurrection,  or  revolt ;  and  yet,  if  we  were  to  be  controlled 
within  the  body  of  the  State  by  Federal  relations^in  our  interior  police, 
we  should  be  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  free  States. 

Mr.  President,  I  should  have  been  certainly  gratified,  if  my  honored 
State  of  Virginia  had  been  successful  in  the  mediation  which  she  invited 
of  all  the  States,  with  a  view  to  agree  upon  an  ac^ustment  which  would 
guaranty  the  rights  of  the  South.  I  deeply  deplore,  and  I  doubt  not 
my  State  will  deplore,  that  that  mediation  has  not  been  effected.  So  &r 
from  impugning  any  motives  or  purpose  of  that  honorable  and  distin- 
tinguished  body,  I  doubt  not  that,  in  the  short  time  that  was  allowed 
to  them,  they  got  together  the  best  mode  of  adjustment  which  would 
satisfy  their  judgment,  but  which  I  am  sure  will  not  satisfy  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Southern  States,  but  would  place  them  in  still  greater  peril, 
if  they  were  to  admit  that  to  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  I  did 
not  intend  to  do  more  than  state  my  objections  to  it  as  briefly  as  I  could. 
I  have  done  so  temperately  and  without  heat.  I  regret  that  I  cannot, 
as  one  Senator,  propose  this  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  wish  only  to  reply  for  a  single  moment 
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to  the  material  objection  urged  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  The 
portion  of  the  article  to  which  the  Senator  from  Virginia  objects,  dedarea 
that  the  status  of  persons  bound  to  servi|p  and  labor  shall  remain  mi- 
dianged ;  that  neither  Congress  nor  the  Territorial  Legislature  shall  pass 
any  law  affecting  the  relation,  or  the  rights  growing  out  of  the  relation 
between  master  and  servant — ^I  do  not  pretend  to  recite  the  exact  words ; 
bat  that  is  the  exact  idea — well  knowing  that,  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  Territoiy,  the  status  of  slaveiy  was  frdly  established,  and  all  the 
rights  of  the  master  in  and  to  his  servant  established,  as  they  exist  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  or  the  State  of  Virginia,  by  positive  law  of  the 
Territoiy.  It  is  therefore  equivalent  to  saying  that  that  law  shall  stand, 
when  it  says  that  the  status  shall  continue  unchanged.  It  then  goes  on 
to  say  (which  I  admit  was  altogether  unnecessary)  that  the  remedy  for 
the  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  master,  whatever  they  might  be,  shall 
be  had  in  the  Federal  courts,  and  according  to  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon law.  Now,  sir,  what  right  does  this  take  away  from  any  slave- 
holder? That  law  which  secured  and  gave  him  a  right,  is  declared  to 
be  unchangeable.  That  law  acknowledges  his  property  in  any  sense 
in  which  you  please  to  take  it,  or  in  any  sense  in  which  it  is  applicable. 
It  acknowledges  it,  and  gives  legal  remedies  for  the  violation  of  it ;  and 
in  addition  to  all  that,  and,  as  I  admit,  by  a  sort  of  pleonasm  of  ex- 
pression, it  says  that  he  shall  have  his  remedy  in  the  Federal  court, 
according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law. 

Mr.  MASON : — Will  the  Senator  allow  me  a  moment? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— Certainly. 

Mr.  MASON :— Ty'ith  the  permission  of  the  Senator  I  will  put  this 
proposition  to  him :  He  says  that  the  meaning  of  the  language,  ^^  accord- 
ing to  ^e  course  of  the  common  law,"  is  confined  to  the  repiedy. 
Now,  admittiiig  that  to  be  the  case,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  sup- 
pose, in  one  of  these  Territories,  a  slave  is  purloined,  seduced,  got 
away ;  the  slave  of  A  gets  into  the  possession  of  B,  and  he  is  there  at 
work  for  him  upon  his  farm,  or  in  his  house,  and  A  brings  an  action 
of  trover  to  recover  him ;  that  is  an  action  known  to  the  common  law ; 
and  the  decision  of  the  Federal  court  is,  that  trover  lies  only  to  recover 
property,  and  a  slave  is  not  property :  what  is  the  remedy?  That  is 
the  decision  in  England ;  and  I  presume  it  would  be  the  decision  in  the 
free  States,  if  the  suit  were  brought. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— It  was  to  avoid  going  into  definitions  of 
that  sort  that  this  language  was  employed  in  the  amendments  of  the 
Convention.  They  saw  and  had  before  them  the  law  of  New  Mexico, 
which  did  acknowledge  the  existence  of  this  right  as  fuUy  as  it  is  ao- 
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knowledged  bj  the  law  of  Vurgima.  However  it  maj  be  disputed  here, 
however  legal  opinions  may  differ  about  it,  the  law  of  New  Mexico 
established  property  in  slaves ;  and  there  the  law  stands ;  and  the  Con- 
vention now  comes  and  sajs  that  sto^  shall  remain  unchanged. 

Mr.  BRAGG :— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :- That  is  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BRAGG : — Will  the  honorable  Senator  allow  me  a  word,  for 
I  am  very  anxious  to  understand  it? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— Certainly. 

Mr.  BRAGO : — ^The  Senator  says  it  provides  that  that  law,  the 
law  of  New  Mexico,  whatever  it  may  be,  shall  remain  unchanged, 
if  I  understand  him,  and  that  that  fixes  the  status  of  slavery  in  the 
Territory.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  to  the  language.  I  think 
that  only  fixes  the  status  of  persons  now  in  the  Territory,  and  not  thote 
to  be  carried  there  hereafter — ^not  the  status  of  slavery,  but  the  staius 
of  persons  who  are  there  now,  held  to  service  or  labor,  and  not  the 
status  of  those  who  are  to  be  carried  there  in  fhture.  That  is  provided 
for  in  the  language  which  it  follows  in  another  part. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— Here  it  is,  sir : 

"In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  line " — 

Which  I  have  explained,  and  which  gentlemen  admit  to  be  embraced 

in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico— 

"the  status  of  persons  held  to  involnntary  service  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists.'* 

It  is  not  as  to  such  slaves  as  are  now  there,  but  such  slavery  as 
now  exists. 

Mr.  BRAGG :— If  it  said  that,  I  admit  that  it  would  cover  the 
status  of  slavery. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— It  does  say  that.  It  seems  to  me  that  is 
the  only  construction  that  can  be  given  to  the  language.  It  could  not 
be  intended  to  confine  it  to  the  twenty-six  slaves  that  are  now  held 
there,  especially  when  they  provided,  in  a  subsequent  article,  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  to  carry  slaves  there. 

Mr.  BRAGG : — ^Will  the  honorable  Senator  again  allow  me  to  in- 
terrupt him  ? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— Certainly. 

Mr.  BRAGG : — ^I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  a  great  many 
who  voted  for  the  proposition  consider  it  as  the  Senator  does.  I  have 
equally  as  little  doubt  that  others  intended  it  to  mean  precisely  what  I 
have  stated.  I  cannot  see,  for  my  Ufe,  while  they  were  framing  a  con-, 
stitutional  provision,  why  they  did  not  place  this  matter  beyond  any 
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Bort  of  doubt.  If  ihej  intended  to  recognize  slayery,  thej  could  have 
said  £K>  in  one  word.  If  thej  intended  not  to  recognize  it,  thej  could 
have  said  it  in  another  word.  If  they  intended  to  mystify  and  leaTe  in 
doubt,  then  they  have  been  yery  successful  in  accomplishing  their 
purpose. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— « In  aU  the  present  territory  south  of  that 
line,  the  status  of  persons  held  to  inyoluntary  service  or  labor,  as  it  now 
exists ; "  not  as  they  now  exist ;  not  in  respect  to  those  that  are  there 
now ;  but  part  of  the  same  sort  of  slavery  which  now  exists,  shall  con- 
tinue to  exist  unchanged  until  the  Territory  becomes  a  State ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  persons  shall  be  admitted  to  go  into  that  Territory  and 
carry  their  slaves  with  them.  Now,  I  submit  it  to  my  honorable  Mend 
if  it  is  not  entirely  improbable  that  any  such  construction  as  he  suggests 
can  prevail  before  any  court  that  seeks  to  attain  the  real  intention  of 
the  parties  who  made  this  proposition?  It  is  such  slayery  as  now 
exists.  Persons  held  to  that  service — you  may  carry  as  many  there  as 
you  please.  Put  them  both  together,  and  they  would  read  so ;  and 
they  being  in  the  same  instrument,  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  ought  to 
alarm  us  here,  that  the  construction  will  be  given  to  it  which  I  place 
upon  it,  that  it  was  intended  not  to  be  confined  merely  to  persons  now 
there  and  held  to  servitude,  but  as  well  to  those  who  might  be  carried 
there  hereafter?  This  is  all  I  will  say  in  reference  to  that ;  and  I  sub- 
mit it  to  the  candor  and  the  judgment  of  my  honorable  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  in  which  I  have  entire  confidence,  whatever  result  he 
may  come  to,  that  if  we  put  the  two  propositions  together,  all  doubt 
would  seem  to  be  removed. 

Now,  sir,  my  friend  from  Virginia  will  argue  this  question  as  if  the 
question  of  slavery  was  to  be  decided  according  to  the  course  of  the 
common  law,  and  then  refers  us  to  the  express  declarations  and  decis- 
ions as  though  the  common  law  decided  that  slavery  could  not  exist. 
What  sort  of  construction  would  that  make  of  this  provision?  Here 
they  have  provided  that  the  law  establishing  slaveiy  shall  exist,  that  the 
property  of  the  master  in  him  shall  be  recognized  as  it  is  there  estab- 
lished by  law ;  and  then  the  gentleman  supposes  that  to  be  exactly  con- 
tradictory, to  refer  to  the  common  law  as  furnishing  the  rule  of  decision, 
which  common  law  says  there  can  be  no  property,  as  he  interprets  it, 
in  man,  and  that  when  trover  was  brought  for  a  slave- 
Mr.  MASQN:— ^ot  as  I  interpret  it,  but  as  interpreted  in 
England. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  know  that.  He  says  it  may  be  so  inter- 
preted;  that  when  trover  was  brought  for  a  slave  in  En^^d,  the 
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judges  decided  there  was  no  property  in  man,  Conld  the  same  judges, 
sitting  in  a  court  in  New  Mexico,  have  given  that  decision  when  the 
law  there  established  such  property?  In  such  a  case,  their  decision 
must  be  different.  They  are*  referring,  according  to  him,  to  two  con- 
tradictoiy  rules :  one  establishing  slavery  and  acknowledging  property 
in  the  master,  and  the  other  the  common  law  denouncing  and  deciding 
against  the  right  of  property  in  man.  This  could  not  have  been  their 
intention,  nor  can  this  be  the  construction.  We  cannot  consider  these 
gentlemen  to  have  changed  their  opinion  from  one  .sentence  to  another, 
to  have  left  an  incongruity  and  a  contradiction  expressed  upon  the  fSace 
of  the  same  section. 

Nor,  sir,  do  they  refer — and  that  is  my  answer  to  my  Mend  from 
Virginia — ^to  the  common  law  as  furnishing  the  rule  of  decision  at  all. 
The  proceedings  shall  be  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law ; 
that  is  alL  If  any  violation  is  done  to  the  rights  of  the  master,  he  may 
sue  ;  and,  for  his  greater  security,  he  may  sue  in  the  Federal  courts ; 
and,  for  greater  security  stiU,  the  law  shall  be  administered  according 
to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  The  common  law  is  referred  to  aa 
determining  the  mode  of  trial.  We  say  according  to  the  course  of  the 
civil  law,  and  we  say  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law. 
What  do  we  mean?  We  mean  this  marked  and  characteristic  and  es- 
sential difference :  the  course  of  the  civil  law  is  for  the  judge,  without 
the  intervention  of  a  jury,  to  decide  facts  as  well  as  the  law.  The 
common  law  takes  away  from  the  judge  the  power  of  deciding  the  facts, 
and  demands  a  trial  by  jury.  What  this  convention  mean,  therefore, 
by  this  provision  is,  that  trial  shall  be  by  jury,  accordrog  to  the  course 
of  the  common  law.  That  is  the  explanation  of  the  difficulty,  and  thus 
all  doubt  is  removed.  By  these  plain  provisions — ^plain  in  themselves, 
and  made  plainer  still  by  being  taken  with  the  context — ^they  say  you 
shall  have  your  rule  of  right,  according  to  the  law  of  the  Territory, 
which  is  in  your  favor  as  to  the  right  to  hold  persons  as  property ;  that 
law  shall  be  your  security ;  you  shall  have  a  remedy  for  any  violation 
of  that  right  in  the  Federal  courts,  and  you  shall  have  that  remedy,  not 
according  to  the  course  of  the  civil  law,  in  which  the  judge  is  to  decide, 
who  might  be  against  you,  but  in  which  a  jury  shall  be  called  to  decide 
the  fact  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  That  is  the  whole 
of  it. 

Mr.  MASON :— Mr.  President- 
Mr.  POLK : — ^If  the  Senator  will  allow  me,  before  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  sits  down,  I  will  ask  him  if  the  Mexican  law  establishes  sla- 
very, or  if  it  does  any  thing  more  than  to  protect  the  right  of  the  master 
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to  his  slaye?  If  that  is  the  onlj  establishment  of  it,  then  it  is  eotab- 
lished  by  implication  merely. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  really  do  not  know  whether  thef  gentfe- 
man  would  consider  it  as  establishing  or  merely  protecting.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  a  law  in  any  State  of  the  Union  that  eo  nomine  es- 
tablishes slavery ;  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  POLE : — ^The  object  of  the  inquiry  was  this :  it  has  been  con- 
tended heretofore  that,  by  the  law  of  Mexico,  there  could  be  no  slayery 
there ;  and  then  there  is  another  law  of  New  Mexico  professing  to  pro- 
tect the  right  of  property.    I  have  never  seen  that  New  Mexican  law. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN:— I  believe  I  have  answered  the  gentleman 
as  far  as  my  information  extends.  I  have  examined  that  law.  It  is  as 
strong  in  favor  of  the  master  as  the  laws  of  Kentucky  or  Missouri.  .  I 
believe  it  is  the  law  of  Mississippi  transcribed  literally,  verhtUim,  That 
is  my  understanding.  The  law  ia  as  complete  on  the  subject  as  the  law 
of  any  State  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  MASON : — ^Mr.  President,  if  the  Sena^r  from  Kentucky  is 
right,  and,  in  the  interpretation  of  this  section,  the  courts  are  neces- 
sarily to  consider  the  expression, ''  according  to  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon law,''  to  which  slaveholders  are  referred  for  the  enforcing  of  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave,  as  referring  only  to  common  law  remedies, 
then  I  am  at  no  loss  to  conceive,  after  our  experience  of  judicial  inter- 
pretation against  slavery,  by  what  sort  of  artificial  and  sophistic  reason- 
ing those  judges  of  the  Federal  courts  may  feel  themselves  bound  to 
withhold  the  remedy.  Why,  sir,  are  we  to  shut  our  ears  and  our  eyes 
against  experience  passing  before  us  every  day?  What  is  the  present 
Constitution?  The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  is  in  these 
words: 

^^  A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  orime^  who 
shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of 
the  executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  np^  to 
be  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime." 

That  is  the  text  of  the  Constitution.  What  is  the  interpretation  in 
the  free  States?  In  the  State  of  Kentucky  an  African  is  property, 
under  their  laws  and  usages,  and  has  been  so  for  two  hundred  years ; 
for  it  was  so  when  it  was  a  part  of  Virginia ;  and  did  it  ever  enter  into 
the  mind  of  man  to  conceive  that  this  plain  text  of  the  Constitution 
would  be  resisted,  upon  the  ground  that  property  in  man  was  not  ac- 
knowledged? And  yet  it  is  done.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sewabd],  not  now  in  his  seat,  when 
Governor  of  New  York,  made  that  very  question  with  the  Governor  of 
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Virginia ;  and  seeing  this,  are  we  to  be  willingly  blind  to  this  as  the 
actual,  judicial,  and  executive  interpretation  in  eyerj  thing  that  affects 
the  question  of  slaveiy  as  it  stands  in  that  section,  and  that,  too,  while 
we  are  seeking  equality?  Sir,  it  never  entered  into  the  mind  of  man, 
at  the  time  this  Constitution  was  formed,  to  credit  that  the  time  could 
ever  come  in  the  relations  of  these  States  when  a  man  who  fled  from 
the  State  of  Kentucky  because  he  had  stolen  a  negro  into  the  State  of 
Ohio,  was  screened  from  the  operation  of  the  Constitution,  because  in 
Ohio  they  do  not  deem  a  negro  to  be  the  subject  of  property ;  and  yet 
that  is  the  fact,  the  veiy  issue  now  depending  between  those  States ; 
and  we  are  asked  to  be  blind,  willingly  blind,  to  all  that  experience  at 
the  veiy  time  we  are  attempting  to  secure  a  guarantee  for  violated 
rights! 

Now,  I  said,  Mr.  President,  that,  if  I  were  to  tax  my  ingenuity,  I 
might  find  a  mode,  even  if  the  honorable  Senator  is  right  in  ascribing 
to  this  clause  of  the  section  the  necessary  interpretation  that  it  refers  to 
remedies  only.  The  Senator  says  the  previous  part  of  the  section  es- 
tablishes the  relation,  as  he  construes  it,  not  directly  like  the  resolution 
of  the  honorable  Senator  which  we  offer  here  as  an  amendment,  which 
establishes  directly  that  there  is  property  in  slaves.  This  does  not ;  but 
designedly  avoids  it ;  not  frt)m  any  improper  motive — ^I  do  not  ascribe 
that — ^but  it  is  not  only  silent,  but  it  avoids  the  veiy  question.  I  stqH 
pose  the  honorable  Senator  is  right  in  saying  this  language,  judicial 
cognizance,  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law,  refers  only  to 
the  remedy.  Now,  I  tax  my  ingenuity  to  know  how  a  court,  in  one  oi 
the  free  States,  always  leaning,  of  course,  against  slaveiy,  would  reason 
out  that  proposition,  whether  the  remedy  could  be  applied*  Suppose  an 
action  of  trover  is  brought.  The  inquiry  would  be,  what  is  the  remedy  ? 
We  are  told  this  is  the  remedy  for  which  you  are  to  apply  to  the  law. 
A  remedy  is  nothing  in  the  world  but  a  redress  for  wrong.  Before  you 
can  apply  the  remedy,  therefore,  you  must  ascertain  whether  a  wrong 
has  been  committed  for  which  the  remedy  is  adequate.  Well,  it  comes 
from  one  side :  the  wrong  was  in  taking  the  negro  from  the  possession 
of  the  owner,  against  the  local  law  of  the  Territory.  The  answer 
would  be,  '^  that  may  be  true  as  far  as  the  local  law  of  the  Territory  is 
concerned ;  but  here  the  Constitution  adopts  the  common  law  as  part 
of  its  text,  and  points  the  judges  to  the  common  law,  «nd  it  applies  the 
remedy."  Now,  the  remedy  is  redress  of  the  wrong,  and  we  are  bound 
to  see  that  the  wrong  is  one  to  whicfi  the  remedy  is  applicable.  The 
remedy  is  to  recover  property  in  the  possession  of  one  who  is  not  enti- 
tled to  it,  and  the  common  law,  which  applies  that  remedy  to  that  wrong. 
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sajB  there  is  no  wrong  inflicted  by  taking  the  negro  from  the  poflaeasioa 
of  his  owner.  It  comes  to  that.  It  is  suggested  to  me  hj  the  hoiioi> 
able  Senator  from  Vermont  p^Ir.  Collameb],  that  the  common  law, 
as  a  remedy,  is  one  applicable  to  a  common-law  wrong.  I  do  not  saj 
that  the  reasoning  is  just ;  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  juridical ;  but  I  say, 
in  our  experience,  we  should  be  willingly  blind  if  we  take  that  for  a  se- 
curity which  will  only  be  a  snare. 

Mr.  PUGH : — ^Mr.  President,  it  is  very  well  known  to  the  Senate 
that  I  prefer  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  as  a  matter 
of  individual  choice,  to  the  proposition  which  is  proposed  by  the  Peace 
Conference.  Nevertheless,  that  Conference  having  been  authorized,  if 
not  by  Congress,  at  all  events,  so  far  as  my  State  is  concerned,  by  the 
act  of  her  Legislature ;  and  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  commia- 
sioners  having  agreed  to  this  proposition  as  it  stands,  I  shall  hesitate 
very  much  in  departing  frt)m  it,  whatever  might  be  my  individual  opin- 
ion ;  but  certainly  if  I  thought  the  two  Senators  from  Virginia  had 
given  it  a  correct  interpretation,  I  should  not  agree  to  it.  Now,  as  to 
this  clause,  it,  in  my  judgment,  had  better  have  been  omitted : 

'*  The  same  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cogmzance  in  the  Federal  courts^ 
aooording  to  the  course  of  the  common  law." 

I  suggest  that  the  common  law  is  referred  to  as  fixing  a  right 
simply.  The  course  of  the  common  law  is  a  phrase  defined  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years,  in  Latin,  in  English,  and  in  Norman  Frendi. 
It  means  the  formula  of  proceeding.  I  understood  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Mason]  to  say  that  it  had  been  decided  in  several  of  the 
courts  that  an  action  of  trover  could  not  be  brought  for  a  negro  slave 
in  England.  I  think  I  am  familiar  with  the  case.  It  is  reported  in 
Salkeld's  Beports,  Lord  Raymond's  Reports,  and  in  the  Modem  Re- 
ports— the  same  case  reported  three  times ;  but  the  same  court  which 
decided  that  trover  would  not  lie,  because  trover  included  the  idea  of 
property  in  the  man  himself,  in  the  same  opinion  said  that  trespass  on 
the  case  would  li  €ifor  the  loss  of  the  service ;  so  that  it  was  all  a  qaes- 
tion  of  pleading,  and  no  question  of  right  at  all.  It  is  within  my  recol- 
]ection->.^nd  I  believe  the  case  was  brought  to  the  Supreme  Court  on  a 
writ  of  error,  and  can  be  found  in  Howard's  Reports — ^that  a  citizen  of 
Kentucky  declared  in  trespass  on  the  case  for  taking  away  his  slaves, 
and  added  two  counts  in  trover.  What  is  trover  but  an  action  of  tres- 
pass on  the  case  ?  Nothing  more ;  and  it  never  was  any  thing  more. 
The  measure  of  damages  is  the  same  in  both  actions — the  value  of  the 
service  of  the  servant ;  and  yet  that  controversy  on  mere  pleading — 
which,  in  nine-tenths  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  has  ceased  to  be  of 
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any  value,  because  thej  have  a  code  of  procedure,  is  made  a  terrific 
objection  here. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  never  read  the  code  of  New  Mexico,  and  I  do  not 
propose  to  read  it ;  but  it  is  perfectly  understood  that  that  Territorial 
Legislature,  pursuing  the  privilege,  if  you  call  it  privilege,  conferred  by 
the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  has  established  the  relation  of  mas- 
ter and  slave,  or  master  and  servant,  as  perfectly  as  it  is  established  in 
any  of  the  fifteen  so-called  slaveholding  States.  I  do  not  admire  this 
word  " status"  which  we  find  in  the  report  of  the  Peace  Conference ; 
but  as  to  the  meaning  of  that  word,  I  cannot  be  in  any  doubt.  It  does 
not  refer  to  any  persons  in  particular ;  it  refers  to  a  legal  relation  of 
servitude  as  between  master  and  servant,  and  it  provides  that  that  rela- 
tion, or  condition,  or  stattia^  shall  not  be  changed ;  that  for  all  wrongs 
or  controversies  arising  out  of  that  there  shall  be  a  remedy  through  the 
Federal  judiciary. 

I  can  see  why  the  commission  made  this  distinction.  There  have 
been  many  who  have  insisted  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
should  pass  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  right  of  the  master  to  the 
services  of  his  slave  in  a  Territory ;  but  it  has  always  been  my  opinion, 
that  the  worst  thing  the  slaveholding  States  ever  could  have  would  be 
to  have  that ;  for  there  would  be  a  perpetual  controversy  here  from 
session  to  session,  and  from  day  to  day,  whether  the  law  went  far 
enough  in  giving  protection  or  went  too  far ;  and  they  would  be  remit- 
ting their  right  to  the  adjudication  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
from  the  non-slaveholding  States.  Others  have  insisted,  as  the  propo- 
sitions of  my  honorable  friend  frt)m  Kentucky  provided,  that  the  rela- 
tion should  be  protected  by  the  legislation  of  the  territorial  authority. 
I  would  rather  it  were  so,  individually,  if  they  chose  to  establish  it. 
The  peace  commission  do  not  want  that.  They  evidently  do  not  want 
to  quarrel  with  the  Territorial  Legislatures  about  the  measure  of  legis- 
lation ;  but  they  declare  the  right,  and  then  say  that  this  right  shall  be 
enforced  in  the  Federal  judiciary  according  to  the  course  of  remedies 
and  forms  of  the  common  law.  I  do  not  see  how  there  can  be  a  doubt ; 
and  yet,  as  I  have  said,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  great  deal  of  it  is  un- 
necessary verbiage.  I  do  not  mean  to  debate  that ;  I  am  not  one  of  the 
peace  commissioners ;  I  am  not  to  select  my  words  to  express  the  idea ; 
but  I  am  here  ;  and  my  State  with  other  States,  having  appointed  com- 
missioners in  view  of  a  crisis  like  this,  as  they  esteem  it,  and  as  I  es- 
teem it,  and  they  having  agreed  upon  a  great  variety  of  propositions, 
some  of  which  commend  themselves  to  my  judgment  and  some  do  not ; 
but  taking  it  altogether  as  one  proposition,  I  am  satisfied  that  I  must 
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either  vote  for  all  of  it,  or  let  all  of  it  fiall.  I  would  rather  vote  for  the 
proposition  of  1117  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky.  I  said  that  sizlj 
days  ago ;  and  I  have  said  it  in  season  and  out  of  season.  I  have  ex- 
pressed my  views  frequently.  I  think  the  proposition  of  the  conunia- 
sioners  would  be  better  expressed,  though  it  would  come  to  the  saiiM 
thing,  in  these  words :  *'  in  aU  the  territory  south  of  that  line,  it  la 
hereby  declared  that  no  law  or  regulation  shall  ever  be  made  or  have 
any  effect  denying  or  impairing  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  ser- 
vice or  labor  of  such  persons  as  were  held  in  that  condition  in  any  State 
of  the  Union ;  and  thence  taken  into  the  said  Territory."  That  would 
Have  expressed  my  idea  more  clearly,  yet  I  am  satisfied  with  this ;  it 
amounts  to  that.  Whether  the  word  '^  status"  be  good  Latin  or  good 
English,  the  meaning  is  very  clear. 

I  believe  I  admonished  the  Senate  two  hours  ago  that  time  was  veij 
precious ;  and  I  shall  not  detain  them  myself. 

Mr.  BAEIER : — ^Mr.  President,  I  mean  to  vote  for  the  passage  of 
these  proposed  amendments,  just  as  they  are,  without  any  change ;  and 
I  propose  to  give  very  briefly  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  govern  my 
judgment  in  that  act.  I  will  do  it  as  pointedly  as  I  can,  and  I  will 
certainly  do  it  veiy  briefly. 

In  the  first  place,  I  feel  that  I  am  but  submitting  to  the  people  of 
the  whole  country,  amendments  which  they,  and  they  only,  can  incor- 
porate in  the  present  Constitution ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that,  in  any 
state  of  the  case,  I  can  do  veiy  wrong  in  doing  that ;  but  when  I  oon^ 
sider  the  immediate  condition  of  the  country,  I  feel  that  I  am  doing 
very  right.  Twenty  States  assemble  in  what  is  called  the  Peace  Con- 
vention. They  recommend  to  us,  in  times  of  great  trial  and  difficulty, 
the  passage  of  these  resolutions.  They  are  eminent  men ;  they  are 
able  men ;  they  are — ^very  many  of  them,  at  least — ^great  men ;  they 
have  been  selected  by  the  States  which  they  respectively  represent,  be- 
cause of  their  purity  of  character  and  ability.  The  country  is  in  great 
trouble.  Six  States  havd  seceded ;  and  I  am  told  by  veiy  many  men 
in  whom  I  have  great  confidence,  that  their  States  are  to-day  trembling 
in  the  balance.  I  believe  it.  I  am  told — ^and  upon  that  subject  I  have 
not  yet  made  up  my  mind — ^that  the  adoption  of  these  measures  by  the 
people  will  heal  the  differences  with  the  Border  States.  I  do  not 
believe  that  I  can  do  wrong,  therefore,  in  giving  the  people  of  the  whole 
Union  a  chance  to  determine  these  questions. 

In  the  beginning,  I  voted  against  the  propositions  of  the  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Kentucky.  Even  then  I  did  not  perceive  any 
great  harm  in  submitting  any  propositions  to  the  people  of  the  United 
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States  which  circamstances  might  appear  to  render  necessary  for  anj 
good  porpose.  I  refused  to  vote  for  them,  for  two  reasons :  first,  I  be- 
lieved something  better  might  be  attained ;  and  second,  I  did  not  belieTe 
that  the  people  of  the  States  would  agree  to  them.  I  do  not  believe 
that  now,  and  for  one  simple  reason :  I  think  I  maj  consider  myself  in 
some  respect  a  representative  of  the  opinion  as  well  as  the  power  of  my 
own  people.  I  am  a  Bepublican,  a  zealous  and  determined  one.  I  • 
have  all  my  life  been  of  the  opinion  that  Congress  ought  not  to  protect 
slaveiy,  and  to  extend  the  dominion  of  this  Grovemment  for  that  pur- 
pose or  with  that  possibility.  A  great  many  in  the  North,  who  are  not 
Republicans,  but  are  what  we  call  Douglas  men,  have  shown,  at  Ihe 
last  election,  under  something  of  trial  and  sacrifice,  that  they  too,  do 
not  believe  that  the  Constitution  does  or  ought  to  extend  slaveiy.  I  ain 
not  disposed  to  give  up  that  opinion ;  I  do  not  believe  they  are.  I  was 
not  disposed  to  give  up  when  six  States  were  in  the  Union  who  are  now 
out,  as  they  say;  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  give  it  up  yet.  Inde- 
«pendently  of  pride  of  opinion,  I  do  not  believe  that  kind  of  sacrifi<|p 
would  accomplish  any  good  result. 

These  are  the  reasons  in  brief  which  induced  me  to  vote  with  regret 
against  the  propositions  of  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Kentucky  in 
the  earlier  portion  of  this  session.  But  now,  we  are  within  two  days 
of  adjournment.  Propositions  essentially  variant  in  their  character  to 
those  are  submitted  here ;  and  I  am  asked :  ''  Will  you,  in  your  repre-  , 
sentative  capacity,  submit  these  to  your  people  for  their  decision,  either 
to  accept  or  reject? "  Now,  why  not?  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  fact 
that,  while  we  are  a  representative,  we  are  at  the  same  time  a  demo- 
cratic Government.  I  will  not  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  twenty 
States  appeal  to  us ;  I  will  not  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  there  is 
imminent  danger  of  permanent  dissolution ;  I  will  not  shut  my  eyes  to 
the  fact  that,  though  the  Bepublican  party  is  in  a  constitutional  migor- 
ityj  it  is  not  yet,  and  it  never  has  been,  in  an  actual  majority ;  and  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  is  possible  for  one-third  of  the  people  to  coerce  the 
opinion  of  two-thirds. 

Mr.  WILKINSON : — I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question. 

Mr.  BAKEB :— Do,  sir. 

Mr.  WILKINSON : — ^I  understand  him  as  saying  that  the  whole 
of  the  twenty  States  which  were  assembled  in  this  Peace  Convention 
agreed  to  this  proposition. 

Mr.  BA£[£B : — ^My  distinguished  Mend  was  writing,  instead  of 
listening,  when  he  understood  that.  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that,  and  I 
did  not. 
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Mr.  WILEINSON :— I  understood  the  Senator  to  say  that  twenty 
States  appealed  to  us. 

Mr.  BAKER : — ^Yes,  sir ;  jnst  as  t  say  that  the  Goyemment  appeals 
to  another  Goyemment,  I  do  not  say  eyery  indiyidual  in  it ;  just  as  I 
say  that  Congress  appeab  to  another  Goyemment,  not  eyery  indiyidnal 
member  of  Congress ;  bnt  I  do  say,  in  the  words  of  the  proposition 
before  ns,  that  "  they,"  the  Peace  Convention,  composed  of  the  States 
recited,  "  haye  approved  what  is  herewith  submitted,  and  respectfully 
request  that  your  honorable  body  will  submit  it  to  conventions  in  the 
States,  as  article  thirteen  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States."  That  is  all  I  said,  or,  at  least,  it  is  all  I  meant 
to  say. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  every  argument  that  the  distinguished  Senators 
from  Virginia  have  brought  to  bear  on  this  proposition  was  trae :  what 
then?  Is  that  any  reason  why  it  should  not  be  submitted  to  the  people? 
Suppose  they  do  not  approve  of  it:  what  then?  It  is  their  business, 
Hot  ours.  Suppose  they  should :  it  is  a  measure  of  peace,  of  security, 
of  union.  Sir,  I  know,  as  you  do,  many  of  the  members  of  that  Con- 
vention. I  have  acted  with  them  as  Whigs  in  old  times,  and  I  wish 
they  could  come  back.  I  know  they  have  proved  in  old  times,  as  they 
will  prove  again,  that  they  love  this  Union  to  the  very  depth  and  core 
of  their  hearts.  I  do  not  propose  to  give  them  up ;  I  do  not  propose  to 
weaken  them ;  I  do  admire,  with  my  whole  heart,  the  sacrifice  of  opin- 
ion which  they  make,  and  which  is  typified  by  the  noble  expression  -of 
the  distinguished  Senator  from  Kentucky  to-day.  Party  or  no  party, 
North  or  no  North,  I,  at  least,  will  meet  him  half  way.  My  State  is 
very  far  distant.  She  had  no  members  in  that  Convention.  I  do  not 
know  whether  she  will  approve  this  measure ;  but  I  know  it  will  neither 
hurt  that  State  nor  me  to  give  her  a  chance  to  determine.  I  know  very 
well  that  the  Senators  from  Virginia  do  not  approve  it.  That  is  the 
very  reason  I  do.  [Laughter.]  J£  1  was  sure  they  would  not  think 
me  guilty  of  disrespect,  I  would  remind  them  of  what  was  said  by  a 
distinguished  man  in  old  times.  Phocion,  in  the  last  days  of  his  Re- 
public— and  I  hope  in  that  respect,' at  least,  there  will  be  no  parallel — 
Phocion  was  once  making  a  speech  to  the  Athenian  people,  and  some- 
thing he  said  excited  very  great  applause.  He  turned  around  to  gentle- 
men, friends  near  him,  and  said :  ^'  What  foolish  thing  have  I  been  say- 
ing, that  these  people  praise  me?"  Sir,  if  Virginia,  represented  as  she 
is  to-day — ^not  as  I  believe  she  really  is — ^but  if  Virginia,  represented 
as  she  is  here  to-day,  and  as  she  has  been  during  this  session,  were  to  ap» 
prove  these  propositions,  I  should  doubt  them  very  much  indeed. 
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I  was  surprised,  however,  to  hear  some  things  that  the  distinguished 
Senator  firom  Virginia — ^I  do  not  know  whether  to  call  him  junior  or 
senior — said.  I  do  not  mean  the  Senator  who  spoke  last.  He  [Mr. 
HuirrEB]  says  that  this  proposition  here  is  worse  than  the  old  Consti- 
tution. J£  that  be  really  so,  what  in  the  world  has  he  been  complaining 
of  so  bitteriy  ?  He  tells  us,  now,  that  under  the  old  Constitution  slavery 
was  secure.  Then,  why  do  you  grumble?  He  considers  it  as  secure, 
not  only  wherever  it  is,  but  wherever  it  can  go— nay,  more  than  that ; 
wherever  the  Stars  and  Strijpes  of  the  American  Republic  can  float.  I 
have  been  telling  my  people  that,  as  a  Republican,  for  a  long  while,  and 
complaining  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision ;  but  he  says  slavery  is  secured. 
All  the  complaint  that  the  other  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Masok] 
makes,  is  against  the  decision  of  the  courts  in  the  free  States  we  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  making,  which  he  insists  are  against  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  constituted  other  than  we  wished  it  was.  We  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  believing  that  one  of  the  great  evils  we  complained 
of  was  under  the  old  Constitution,  and  that  a  new'  construction  was 
given  to  it,  alien  to  th6  intention,  wish,  construction,  of  our  fathers ; 
and  we  have  complained  that  the  Supreme  Court  was  so  constituted 
that  it  could  not  be  reversed.  We  complained,  as  partisans,  that  now 
this  Senate  and  the  other  House  were  so  composed  that  we  had  no 
power  in  the  Government,  save  through  the  President.  Now,  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  indorses  the  whole  of  it,  and  says  they  were 
very  well  off,  and  did  beautifrdly.  Then  why  dissolve ;  why  threaten ; 
why  make  a  Peace  Conference  necessary? 

Mr.  President,  let  us  be  just  to  these  propositions.  As  a  Republi- 
can, I  give  up  something  when  I  vote  for  them ;  but  remember,  sir,  I 
am  not  voting  for  them  now ;  I  am  only  voting  to  submit  them  to  my 
people ;  and  I  shall  go  before  ihem«  when  the  time  comes,  being  gov- 
erned in  my  opinion  and  advice  as  to  whether  they  shall  vote  for  them 
or  not,  as  I  see  that  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  North  Carolina, 
and  Missouri,  by  their  people,  desire.  To  be  frank,  sir ;  if  this  prop- 
osition will  suit  the  Border  States,  if  there  will  be  peace  and  union, 
and  loyalty  and  brotherhood,  with  this,  I  will  vote  for  it  at  the  polls 
with  all  my  heart  and  with  all  my  soul ;  but  if  I  see  that  the  counsels 
of  the  Senators  from  Virginia  shall  prevail ;  if  my  noble  friend  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  shall  be  overwhelmed ;  if  secession  shall 
still  grow  in  the  public  mind  there ;  if  they  are  determined,  upon  arti- 
ficial causes  of  complaint,  as  I  believe,  still  to  unite  their  fate,  their 
destiny,  and  their  hope,  with  the  extremest .  South,  then,  perceiving 
them  to  be  of  no  avail,  I  shall  refrise  them.    Therefore,  at  the  polls  at 
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last,  I  shall  be  governed  as  an  individual  citizen  by  my  conviction  ai 
the  moment  of  what  the  ultimate  result  of  these  propositions  will  be ; 
but  I  am  not  voting  for  that  to-day.  I  am  saying :  '^  People  of  the 
United  States,  I  submit  it  to  yon ;  twenty  States  demand  it ;  the  peace 
of  the  country  requires  it ;  there  is  dissolution  in  the  very  atmosphere ; 
States  have  gone  off;  others  threaten ;  the  Queen  of  England  upon  her 
throne  declares  to  the  whole  world  her  sympathy  with  our  unfortonate 
condition ;  foreign  Governments  denote  that  there  is  danger  to-day  that 
the  greatest  Confederation  the  world  has  ever  seen  is  to  be  parted  in 
pieces,  never  to  be  reunited.''  Now,  not  what  I  wish,  not  what  I  want, 
not  what  I  would  have,  but  all  that  I  can  get,  is  before  me.  I  know 
that  I  do  no  harm.  J£  the  people  of  Oregon  do  not  like  it,  they  can 
easily  reject  it.  J£  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  will  not  have  it,  they 
can  easily  throw  it  aside.  J£  they  do  not  believe  there  is  danger  of 
dissolution,  if  they  prefer  dissolution,  if  they  think  they  can  compel 
fifteen  States  to  remain  in  or  come  back,  or  if  they  believe  they  will 
not  go  out,  let  them  reject  it.  I  repeat  again,  it  is  their  business,  it  is 
not  mine. 

But,  sir,  whether  I  vote  for  it  at  the  polls  or  not,  in  voting  for  it 
here  it  may  be  said  that  I  give  up  some  of  my  principles.  Mr.  Prean 
dent,  we  sometimes  mistake  our  opinions  for  our  principles.  I  am  ,f^ 
pealed  to  often ;  it  is  said  to  me :  ^^  You  believed  in  the  Chicago  plat- 
form." Suppose  I  did.  "  Well,  this  varies  from  the  Chicago  plat- 
form."  Suppose  it  does.  I  stand  to-day,  as  I  believe,  in  the  presence 
of  greater  events  than  those  which  attend  the  making  of  a  President. 
I  stand,  as  I  believe,  at  least,  in  the  presence  of  peace  and  war ;  and 
if  it  were  true  that  I  did  violate  the  Chicago  platform,  the  Chicago 
platform  is  not  a  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  me.  J£  events, 
if  circumstances  change,  I  will  violate  it,  appealing  to  my  conscience, 
to  my  country,  and  to  my  God,  to  justify  me  according  to  the  motive. 
[Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  (Mr.  Fosteb  in  the  chair).  Order 
will  be  preserved  in  the  galleries,  or  they  will  be  cleared. 

Mr.  BAKER : — ^Again,  sir,  let  us  see  how,  as  a  Republican,  I  give 
up  any  thing.  First,  suppose  I  did :  I  would  give  up  a  great  deal  to 
preserve  a  great  Government ;  I  would  give  up  a  great  deal  to  be  able 
to  shake  hands  with  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  as  firiends  for  the  rest  of 
my  life,  as  I  have  in  all  that  has  gone  before.  I  would  not  be  ashamed 
to  give  up.  I  would  not  at  least  be  giving  up  to  traitorous  secession, 
such  as  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  South  Carolina  are  guilty  of  to- 
day ;  but  I  would  be  giving  up  to  loyal  and  affectionate  brethren,  who 
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implore  me  for  the  love  of  a  common  Union  to  do  something  to  satlsff 
the  doubts  and  fears  of  their  people.     I  can  stand  that ;  I  will  do  it. 

Again,  sir ;  how  mnch  do  I  give  up?  I  have  said,  as  a  Republi- 
can, that  Congress  has  the  power  to  prohibit  slavery  in  all  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States.  I  belieye  it  to-daj.  Talking  about  giving 
up,  there  are  a  good  many  other  people  that  give  up  something  here. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who  have  been  contending  that  Congress 
had  no  power  whatever  to  prohibit  slavery,  acknowledge  that  they  were 
mistaken ;  at  any  rate  they  go  for  it ;  they  do  prohibit  it  by  law,  by 
the  Constitution  itself.    Therefore  I  am  not  the  only  one  that  gives  up. 

Again :  I  believe  it  is  wrong,  politically  wrong — ^I  am  not  now  dis- 
cussing the  social  and  moral  question — ^but  I  believe  it  to  be  politically 
very  wrong  to  establish  slavery  in-  the  name  of  freedom.  Sir,  twelve 
yeaxs  ago  or  more,  it  was  my  fortune,  perhaps,  to  wander  in  a  foreign 
land  beneath  the  Stars  and  Stripes  of  my  country.  I  went  there,  as  I 
think,  impelled  by  motives  of  patriotism,  perhaps  having  mingled  with 
them  not  a  little  desire  of  adventure,  love  of  change,  and  that  feverish 
excitement  for  which  we  people  of  this  country  are  always  and  every- 
where remarkable ;  but  I  believe,  if  I  know  myself,  that  I  did  suppose 
I  was  doing  something  to  repay  the  country  for  much  that  she  had  done 
for  me.     Sir,  often  and  again,  wandering  sometimes  beneath 

**  Where  Orizaba's  purpled  summit  shone,** 

sometimes  by  the  dark  pestilential  river  that  marks  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  often  and  often  have  I  wondered  to  myself 
whether  I  was  wandering  and  suffering  there  to  spread  slavery  over  an 
unwilling  people.  I  am  not  sorry  to  see  that  now  that  is  rendered  im- 
possible. I  am  not  sorry  to  see  that  it  is  impossible,  first,  in  the  course 
of  events  ;  but  if  it  were  not  so,  I  know,  if  these  propositions  shall  pass, 
that  the  foul  blot  of  slavery  never  will  be  extended  over  one  ©foot  of 
territory  to  be  stolen  or  conquered  by  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
But  I  am  asked,  "  What  do  you  say  about  New  Mexico  ?  '*  I  will 
tell  you  in  twenty  words.  I  am  an  older  Republican  than  many  of 
those  I  see  around  me,  who  vote  to-day  differently  from  me ;  not  a  bet- 
ter but  an  older.  I  voted  in  1850,  on  the  floor  of  the  other  House, 
against  the  compromise  measures  of  that  year.  I  did  so,  among  other 
reasons,  because  I  was  not  willing  that  Utah  and  New  Mexico  should 
become  slave  or  free  according  to  the  wishes  of  their  people,  believing 
as  I  did  then  (I  have  changed  my  opinion  in  some  respects  since),  that 
that  was  not  best  for  the  whole  country.  Contrary  to  my  wishes,  those 
compromise  measures  prevailed.    New  Mexico  is  nominally  now,  I 
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beEeve,  a  slaye  Territory ;  that  is,  to  use  the  words  of  the  distingoialied 
Senator  £rom  New  York  [Mr.  Sewabd],  there  are  some  twen^  aiaTas 
in  the  whole  Territory.  There  they  may,  they  probably  will, 
I  submit  to  my  people  a  proposition,  that  if  they  approve  it  as  a  < 
promise,  as  a  concession,  for  peace  for  the  Union,  as  it  hi^pens  thai 
that  little  Territory  includes  all  that  possibly  can  be  slave  territory,  tliey 
win  let  it  alone  till  the  people  are  able  and  willing  to  make  th^  own 
State  constitution.  That  is  all.  Do  I  state  it  fairly?  Does  it  go  b^ 
yond  that? 

First,  I  contend  that  I  give  up  but  little.  I  give  it  up,  as  I  under- 
stand, for  purposes  of  fireedom ;  and  the  distinguished  Senators  firam 
Yirginia  agree  with  me.  They  say,  in  substance,  that  I  am  getting  a 
great  deal  more  than  I  give ;  and  I  confess,  taking  that  view  of  the 
subject,  at  least  in  part,  I  wonder  that  a  good  many  more  of  my  Bepnb- 
lican  friends  do  not  go  with  me. 

Again :  it  is  said  on  the  Republican  side  that  we  protect  slaverf. 
In  one  sense  we  do,  and  in  another  sense  we  do  not.  In  the  ofiensive 
idea  to  me  and  to  you  of  protecting  slavery,  I  do  no  such  thing,  and  I 
would  die  first.  When  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentii<^ 
were  up  the  other  day,  I  voted  for  the  amendment  of  the  other  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Powell],  in  order  to  make  them  dear,  to  show 
what  I  was  voting  against.  I  was  unwilling  that  territory  hereafter  to 
be  acquired  should  be  rendered  slave  territory ;  and  I  put  that  proposi- 
tion distinctly  in  it,  in  order  that  when  I  voted  against  them,  it  mig^ 
be  seen  why  and  how  I  did  it.  As  I  have  said,  this  proposition  renders 
that  impossible.  First,  it  refers  only  to  the  territory  we  now  possess ; 
tUat  is.  New  Mexico  alone.  As  to  the  territory  north  of  86**  SO',  I 
need  not  speak.  We  know  that  God  Almighty  has  registered  a  decree 
in  Heaven  that  that  shall  never  be  slave.  We,  on  our  part,  want  no 
WiufOT  proviso  there ;  we  all  agree  that  we  are  willing  to  let  it  alone. 
Sooth,  there  is  but  the  barren  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  Beyond  thai, 
who  knows  ?  K  we  are  to  acquire  it,  we  are  to  acquire  it  by  this  prop- 
osition, by  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  States  of  both  sections  and 
two-thirds  of  the  whole ;  and  I  do  not  know  a  man  living  who  believes 
that  with  that  proposition  incorporated  in  the  Ck>nstitution,  slavery  is 
probable,  or  even  possible. 

Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  agree  that  in  the  compromise  I,  as  a 
Republican,  do  give  up  to  that  extent,  and  no  more,  what  I  have  said ; 
but  doing  that,  I  believe  that  I  consecrate  all  the  territory  between 
here  and  Cape  Horn  to  freedom,  with  all  its  blessings,  forever  and 
forever. 
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So  far,  sir,  as  the  discussion  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  phrase  about 
the  common  law  is  concerned,  I  do  not  care  to  indulge  in  it,  and  for 
this  simple  reason :  first,  according  to  the  legal  view  of  the  Senator  firom 
Ohio,  everybody  knows  that  this  expression, ''  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon law,"  means  the  duly  established  forms  of  procedure  known  to  the 
courts ;  that  is  all.  In  the  next  place,  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  common 
law.  I  have  been  reared  under  it.  With  all  its  imperfections,  and 
they  are  many,  I  love  it.  While  it  may  be  an  objection  to  Virginia  to 
quote  it,  to  me  it  is  full  of  guardianship  and  blessing.  I  do  not  stop  to 
talk  about  the  Somerset  case,  nor  the  decision  in  Salkeld,  nor  the 
Modem  Reports.  It  is  enough  for  me  that  I  know,  taking  the  whole 
proposition  together,  that  slavery  is  impossible  beyond  where  it  now  is, 
and,  as  a  Republican,  I  can  justify  myself  to  my  conscience  in  giving 
that  vote. 

Mr.  President,  I  add  very  few  more  words.  I  should  have  been 
excessively  pleased,  as  a  partisan  and  a  man,  if  the  inauguration  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  could  be  one  at  which  all  the  States  would  attend  with  the 
old  good  feeling,  and  with  the  old  good  humor.  I  have  seen  six  States 
separate  themselves,  as  they  say,  firom  us,  and  form  a  new  confederacy, 
with  great  pain  and  greater  surprise.  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes,  if  I 
would,  to  the  existing  state  of  things.  I  listen  to  the  warning  of  my 
firiend  from  Kentucky.  I  listen  to  the  warning  of  my  Mend  firom 
Tennessee.  I  have  been  in  both  States.  I  know  something  of  their 
people.  I  believe  that  there,  even  there,  the  Union  is  in  danger ;  and 
I  believe  if  we  break  up  here  without  some  attempt  to  reconcile  them 
to  us,  and  us  to  them,  many  of  the  predictions  of  friends  and  foes  as  to 
the  danger  will  be  accomplished.  I  said,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  ses- 
sion— ^I  repeat  it — ^I  would  yield  nothing  to  secession.  When  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  South  Carolina  and  Mississippi  and  Alabama  and 
Louisiana  came  here  invoking  war,  telling  us  that  if  we  did  not  yield 
to  them  they  would  secede,  they  would  confederate  with  foreign  Grov- 
emments,  they  would  break  this  Union,  they  would  hold  us  as  aliens 
and  strangers  and  enemies,  I  believed  then,  as  I  believe  now,  that  that 
was  too  dear  a  price  to  pay  even  for  Union  and  peace ;  but  to-day  the 
case  is  altered.  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  reiterate  their  love  for 
the  Union.  They  tell  us  in  unmistakable  terms  that  they  desire  to  re- 
main ;  and  in  every  county,  nay,  in  every  township  of  those  States,  we 
have  staunch  and  true  and  ardent  fiiends  who  would  be  willing  to  seal 
their  devotion  to  this  Union  with  their  blood.  It  is  they  to  whose 
appeal  I  would  listen.  It  is  firom  them  that  I  would  take  counsel  and 
advice ;  and  when  they  tell  me,  **  pass  these  resolutions ;  they  are  reso- 
34 
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lotions  of  peace ;  submit  them  to  jour  people ;  listen  to  ^hat  ours  aaj 
in  reply ;  if  it  appears  to  jon  at  the  polls  that  these  resolations  will 
prodaoe  peace,  restore  union,  create  or  renew  fraternal,  kindly  feeUng, 
pass  them ;  let  us  settle  this  question,  and  be  one  people,"  I  agree ; 
with  all  my  heart,  I  will  do  it. 

Now,  as  I  close,  let  me  ask  what  evil ;  who  will  be  hurt?  Siqi- 
pose,  when  I  get  home,  I  find  that  the  Senators  from  Virginia  are  cm 
the  stump  and  they  are  convincing  their  people  that  they  are  a  greai 
deal  worse  off;  the  more  they  convince  Virginia  that  she  is  worse  off, 
the  more  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  will  be  convinced  that  they  aie 
better  off;  and  every  argument  they  make  against  it  in  Virginia  will 
have  a  twofold  weight  North  and  West.  ^  I  could  not  make  half  as  good 
a  speech  in  favor  of  these  propositions  of  Union,  even  in  Oregon,  oar 
Califomia,  or  Illinois — ^I  speak  of  the  States  I  know  best — as  I  should 
make  if  I  were  to  read  their  objections  to  these  propositions. 

But  suppose — ^which  I  do  not  think  possible — ^they  could  aacoeed, 
not  only  in  Virginia  (which  I  do  not  believe),  but  in  Kentucliy  and 
Tennessee ;  suppose  they  were  to  swear,  by  ike  throne  of  God,  ihej 
would  not  take  them,  but  would  dissolve  and  go  off  whether  we  passed 
them  or  not :  we  could  very  easily  refuse  to  vote  for  them  and  be  in  as 
good  a  condition  as  we  are  to-day,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  next  Mon- 
day, Mr.  Lincoln  will  be  inaugurated.  I  desire  to  see  aroiind  him 
thronging,  nay  forming  the  procession,  every  augury  of  hope  and  peace. 

I  expect  to  hear  from  his  lips  words  of  manly  trust  and  confidence 
in  the  Union,  and  of  concession,  kindness  to  all  its  constituent  parts.  I 
have  hoped  that,  in  response  to  what  he  shall  say,  I  shall  hear  firom 
every  part  of  what  is  now  acknowledged  everywhere  yet  as  our  Con- 
federacy, a  perpetual  h3nam  of  hope  and  praise  rising  from  all  parts  of 
the  Union ;  and,  above  all  things  else,  I  have  hope  and  trust  in  time 
and  patience.     Therefore  it  is  that  I  shall  do  no  harm. 

I  know  that  there  are  very  excited  feelings  upon  this  subject  North 
and  South.  I  understand  that  Massachusetts,  an  honored  State— 4ei 
me  say,  to  qualify  what  I  am  going  to  say,  first,  that  I  believe  that 
Maissachusetts  is  the  pattern  of  a  community  in  the  world ;  as  well  rep- 
resented here  as  any  State  can  be ;  representing  herself  better  than 
anybody  else  can  do  it  for  her — I  know  that  there  are  excited  feelings 
in  Massachusetts,  and  I  think  she  has  good  cause.  The  act  that  more 
than  any  other  else,  perhaps,  leads  to  this  proposition  of  a  Peace  Con- 
vention— that  "  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to  the  citi- 
zens of  each  State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States'' — ^was  an  act  which  I  abhorred  and  condenmed  from  the 
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beginning,  and  which  I  am  not  sorry  to  perceive  that  Massachusetts 
remembers  now.  Many  gentlemen  on  the  floor  know  to  what  I  allude. 
On  the  other  hand,  South  Carolina  and  Louisiana  are  ferocious  for  dis- 
union ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  their  young  men  do  want  war.  There  is 
not  excitement  enough  on  the  plantation  and  the  fiirm,  and  in  the 
streets  of  the  towns ;  but  they  really  want  contest,  excitement,  and 
bloodshed.  What  they  want  I  do  not ;  I  am  trying  to  keep  from  it.  I 
do  not  apprehend,  therefore,  that  the  sentiments  which  I  have  expressed 
here  to-day  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  extreme  men  upon  either 
side.  I  have  no  doubt  my  republicanism  may  be  doubted.  I  think  I 
can  see  in  the  look  of  my  firiend  on  my  left  now  [Mr.  KiKo]  that  he 
has  various  convictions  that  I  am  very  far  from  being  sound  in  the  faith. 
[Laughter.]  Sir,  it  may  be.  I  come  from  the  midst  of  a  people  not 
directly  concerned  in  this  controversy ;  a  population  about  half  northern, 
half  southern.  We  have  intermarried  together.  Our  interests,  our  fears, 
our  hopes,  our  recollections,  are  mingled  North  and  South ;  and  I  be- 
lieve I  am  expressing  their  opinions — ^which  perhaps  form  my  own — 
when  I  say  that  I  can  see  no  possible  harm  to  anybody  anywhere  in 
submitting  these  propositions  to  the  people,  who  are,  and  ought  to  be, 
sovereign. 

Besides,  sir,  what  else  can  I  do?  As  I  sit  down,  let  me  ask  Sena- 
tors upon  every  side,  what  else  can  any  of  us  do?  Shall  we  sit  here 
for  three  months,  when  petition,  resolution,  public  meeting,  speech,  ac- 
clamation, tumult,  is  heard,  seen,  and  felt  on  every  side,  and  do  noth- 
ing? Shall  State  after  State  go  out,  and  not  warn  us  of  danger?  Shall 
Senators  and  Representatives,  patriotic,  eloquent,  venerable,  tell  us, 
again  and  again,  of  danger  in  their  States,  and  we  condescend  to  make 
no  reply? 

Sir,  there  is  other  business  to  be  done  here  besides  the  mere  ordi- 
nary business  of  the  Government ;  besides  the  voting  of  supplies,  and 
the  raising  of  means  by  which  to  buy  them.  We  have  questions  here 
to-day,  as  I  believe,  of  peace  and  war,  and  I  have  waited  long  to  see 
some  mode  of  their  solution.  I  repeat,  I  go  for  this  proposition,  and 
agree  to  submit  it  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  not  because  I  believe  it  the 
best  that  can  be  done.  I  believe,  however,  that,  to-day  being  two  days 
from  the  close  of  this  session,  it  is  all  I  can  do.  When  my  people  ask 
me,  on  my  return,  "  Sir,  have  not  States  gone  out?  '*  I  will  say,  "  Yes." 
"  Do  not  more  threaten  it?"  if  that  is  the  word  (I  trust  it  is  not  the 
best  one),  I  say,  *'  Yes."  They  say,  "  Sir,  do  you  believe  they  will  do 
it?"  "  On  my  honor  and  on  my  conscience,"  I  say,  "  if  something  is 
not  done,  yes."    They  then  ask,  **  What  have  you  done  ?  **    Mr.  IVes- 
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ident,  what  Lave  we  done?  I  believe  that  is  the  question  the  ooimtzy 
will  ask  of  US ;  and  I,  for  one,  will  vote  for  this  proposition,  that  I  maj 
be  able  to  respond. 

Mr.  GREEN : — ^Mr.  President,  I  regard  the  consideration  of  this 
question  as  one  of  the  most  important  which  has  ever  been  presented  to 
the  Senate  since  I  haye  been  a  member  of  it.  The  Union  is  in  danger ; 
the  fate  of  the  country  is  at  stake ;  and  whatever  the  Senate  or  the 
House  of  Representatives  or  Congress  combined  can  do,  ought  to  be 
done  to  save  the  country.  I  have  very  little  faith  or  hope,  and  I  would 
express  the  reason  why.  But  as  little  as  there  is,  I  will  ding  to  the 
last  remaining  straw,  and  sink  with  it  grasped  fast  in  my  hands,  if  I 
have  no  other  resource.  This  country  is  of  too  much  importance  to 
me,  to  my  family,  to  my  friends,  to  my  State,  to  my  associates  eveiT* 
where,  to  give  up  without  a  struggle.  That  struggle  may  prove  to  be 
fruitless ;  it  may  prove  to  be  unavailing.  The  taunts  and  jeers  thrown 
out  are  calculated  to  stir  up  ire  and  ill-feeling ;  I  shall  pass  them  bj 
with  disregard.  I  choose  to  sacrifice  my  feelings,  and  to  make  myself 
a  burnt-offering  on  the  altar,  if  I  can  do  any  thing  to  save  the  country. 

What,  then,  shall  we  do?  These  propositions,  presented  by  what  is 
called  the  Peace  Conference,  are  not  to  be  compared  to  the  propositions 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky ;  and  I  wiU  not  vote  for  a  single  one  of 
them,  while  I  will  vote  for  his.  They  amount  to  a  sacrifice  ef  mj 
honor,  and  a  destruction  of  the  rights  of  my  State.  I  am  permitted  to 
say  that  the  representatives  from  my  State  in  the  Peace  Conference  con- 
demned them  all,  while  they  are  willing  to  go  for  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  frt)m  Kentucky.    We  cannot  stand  by  this,  and  we  will  not. 

Let  us  not  deceive  each  other ;  let  us  not  undertake  to  practice  a 
qrstem  of  deception  which  will  sound  pleasant  to  the  ear,  but  will  be 
bitter  to  the  taste.  I  will  not  do  it.  Here  is  a  positive  prohibition  of 
slavery  north  of  86°  80',  and  then  a  doubtful  question  whether  it  is  re- 
cognized south  of  86""  80'.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  tiiinks  it  is ; 
but  I  will  not  act  upon  a  doubt.  We  have  had  too  many  doubts  here- 
tofore, and  out  of  those  doubts  have  grown  many  difficulties.  I  shall 
never  permit,  so  far  as  my  action  is  concerned,  another  question  of 
doubt. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  interrupt 
him?  Did  he  understand  me  as  admitting  that  it  was  a  doubtful  recog- 
nition of  slavery? 

Mr.  GREEN : — ^Not  at  all.  I  said  expressly  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  contended  that  it  did  amount  to  a  recognition,  but  others  de* 
nied  it,  and  that  made  it  a  question  of  doubt.    I  will  not  misrepresent 
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anybody  if  I  know  it.  Now,  sir,  I  will  not  act  upon  a  question  which 
admits  of  donbt.  We  have  passed  along  in  onr  career  for  so  many  years 
that  we  have  arrived  at  a  point  when  we  most  understand  each  other 
distinctly  and  unequivocaUy,  and  I  will  not  leave  a  single  point  open  to 
equivocation.  It  must  be  expressly  settled,  and  settled  not  only  in  ex- 
press words,  not  only  in  unmistakable  language ;  but  I  go  further  than 
that ;  it  must  emanate  firom  the  hearts  of  a  people  disposed  to  stand  by 
it ;  and  if  they  will  not  stand  by  it,  I  will  not  associate  with  them. 

I  want  to  preserve  this  Union ;  I  want  to  maintain  the  constitutional 
rights  of  all  classes,  North  and  South ;  but  to  give  me  a  mere  written 
guarantee  on  parchment,  and  file  it  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  a  predetermination  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  northern 
people  inculcated  and  instructed  to  violate  it,  I  cannot  live  with,  and  I 
will  not.  I  would  rather  go  where  I  naturally  belong,  with  southern 
men ;  but  if  the  true-hearted,  the  patriotic,  and  the  honorable  portion 
of  the  North  will  reverse  this  inculcated  spirit  of  hostility  to  southern 
institutions,  and  bring  them  up  to  the  mark  where  they  will  recognize 
constitutional  guarantees,  then  I  say,  '^  Hail,  thou  my  brother,  we  can 
go  together ;  '*  but  never  till  that  comes  to  pass.  We  have  approached 
Uiat  period  in  our  country's  history  when  there  should  be  no  cheating 
or  attempt  to  cheat.  We  must  understand  each  other,  and  make  a  per- 
manent, lasting  Union,  or  a  permanent,  lasting,  peaceful  separation. 

This  proposition  presented  by  the  Peace  Conference,  as  it  is  called, 
I  think  the  merest  twaddle — and  I  use  the  term  with  entire  respect  to 
the  members — ^the  merest  twaddle  that  ever  was  presented  to  a  thinking 
people.  The  proposition  of  the  Senator  &om  Kentucky  has  some  sense 
in  it.  If  he  chooses  to  desert  his  own,  I  shall  not  complain  of  him ; 
for  I  know  that  warm,  patriotic  impulses  move  him  in  all  his  action ; 
but  I  cannot  accept  the  other,  and  I  shall  vote  against  eveiy  one  of  its 
provisions.  When  it  is  said  to  me  that  the  territory  south  of  36°  30' 
has  adopted  slavery — that  New  Mexico  has — ^I  must  reply  to  Senators 
that  they  misunderstand  the  law.  New  Mexico  has  never  adopted 
slavery.  New  Mexico  has  done  this :  she  has  provided  remedies  for 
redress  of  wrongs,  including  wrongs  affecting  slave  property ;  but  she 
has  never  established  slavery ;  nor  has  Utah.  Utah  has  never  even 
recognized  it  by  implication.  Utah  passed  a  law  of  this  character :  ap- 
prentices bound  to  service  for  a  period  of  years  may  be  held  there  ;  but 
when  their  servitude  has  expired,  according  to  their  articles  of  appren- 
ticeship, they  are  free ;  so  that  the  law  of  Utah  absolutely,  if  it  has  any 
effect,  prohibits  slavery. 

Senators  overlook  these  facts.    I  take  the  broad  and  the  bold  and 
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the  nimufltakable  ground,  not  that  the  Constitution  establishes  dmnatf 
anTwhere,  but  that  the  Constitution,  extending  over  a  Tenitoiy,  will 
protect  me  in  all  mj  rights  not  prohibited  bj  a  local  competent  aathap> 
ity ;  that  my  rights  are  to  take  any  property  which  I  own  in  any  part 
of  the  Union,  Yankee  clocks  from  the  North,  polar  bears  from  the 
Bod^  Mountains,  mules  firom  the  Middle  States,  and  slaves  firom  the 
South ;  and  that,  unless  there  is  a  competent  local  authority  to  prohibii 
my  rights  in  these  respective  classes  of  property,  I  am  to  be  protected. 
The  second  step  is  that  there  can  be  no  local  authority  as  long  as  the 
territorial  condition  remains,  competent  to  prohibit  slavery  in  any  Ter- 
ritory. 

These  are  my  positions ;  and  hence,  so  far  firom  this  extraordinaiy 
position  that  slavery  is  local  being  true,  the  reverse  is  true.  It  may  be 
local  in  the  United  States,  but  so  far  firom  its  being  local  to  the  Terri- 
tory in  the  United  States,  the  reverse  is  true.  Talk  about  fireedom 
being  national,  and  slavery  local  I  I  have  a  right  to  pass  throng^ 
Pennsylvania,  and  my  right  of  transit  is  as  perfect  this  day  as  it  was 

when  Pennsylvania  was  a  slave  State. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  been  anxious  fiK>m  the  beginning  of  this  session  to  stave  off 
public  action,  to  hold  the  public  pulse  still,  and  give  an  opportonity  for 
reaction  of  northern  sentiment.    I  want  no  reaction  south.     li  has 

been  my  only  hope,  and  my  last  hope,  and  that  hope  has  failed. 

•  •••••• 

These  resolutions  are  intended  to  lull  old  Virginia,  Maryland,  Mi^ 
souri,  and  Kentucky,  until  we  are  hand-cuffed  and  tied  fast,  and  then 
action  is  to  commence.  They  are  all  designed  simply  to  lull  ns  into  a 
fancied  security ;  but  if  we  are  wise  betimes,  and  look  f<Mrward  to 
coming  events,  we  will  at  once  strike  the  blow,  and  separate  from  a 
Confederation  which  denies  us  peace,  denies  us  protection,  denies  ns 
our  constitutional  rights,  and  seek  them  in  some  other  association  of 
States. 

•  •••••• 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  want  all  these  propositions  voted  down,  and 
I  hope  my  friend  from  Kentucky  will  revive  his  propositions  and  bring 
them  up  again.  There  is  some  vitality  in  them ;  there  is  some  point 
in  them;  but  as  for  these  wishy-washy  resolutions,  that  amount  to 
nothing,  it  is  impossible  that  any  Senator  here  will,  for  a  moment,  en- 
tertain the  idea  of  supporting  them.  The  Peace  Conference  1  And 
the  smallest  peace  that  ever  I  have  heard  of.  Let  the  Senator  adhere 
to  his  original  propositions ;  let  the  Senator  bring  them  up  and  press 
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tiiem  upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  That  is  as  &r  backing  down 
as  I  will  go.  It  is  a  little  more  than  I  want ;  but  still,  as  a  last  effort 
to  save  the  Union,  I  would  go  that  far.  Talk  about  these  measures  I 
These  measures  that  have  no  vitality — ^these  measures  that  amount  to 
a  total  surrender  of  every  principle — I  never  will  vote  for ;  and  let  the 
consequences  of  the  future  be  what  they  may,  I  stake  my  faith  and 
reputation  upon  the  vote  I  intend  to  cast. 

Mr.  WADE :— *I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  LANE : — I  hope  the  Senator  will  give  me  the  floor  before  he 
makes  that  motion. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL : — I  ask  the  Senator  from  Oregon  to  yield  to  me 
a  moment. 

Mr.  LANE : — ^For  a  motion  to  adjourn,  I  wilL 

Mr.  TRUMBULL : — ^Yes,  sir ;  I  desire  the  floor  with  a  view  to 
make  that  motion.  It  is  apparent  that  no  good  is  to  come  out  of  the 
discussion  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Peace  Conference.  It  is  a  propo- 
sition got  up  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  Border  States ;  and  the 
Border  States,  Missouri  and  Virginia,  say  they  will  have  none  of  it. 
The  first  section  is  a  proposition  establishing  slavery — 

Mr.  MASON : — ^I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— The  Senator  ifirom  Illinois  will 
pause.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  rises  to  a  question  of  order,  which 
he  will  state. 

Mr.  MASON : — ^I  understand  the  motion  to  adjourn  has  been  made. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL : — ^I  have  not  made  the  motion  yet.  I  stated 
that  I  would  make  that  motion,  and  I  was  merely  going  to  give  the 
reason.  The  Senator  from  Oregon  wiU  have  the  floor  to-morrow.  I 
was  stating  the  reason  why  I  should  make  the  motion  to  adjourn,  which 
I  intend  to  make  in  the  course  of  a  minute,  and  I  merely  made  that 
statement  to  show  that  there  was  no  object  in  sitting  here  and  punishing 
ourselves  in  regard  to  resolutions  which  manifestly  cannot  command 
the  assent  of  this  body.     I  now  move  that  the  Senate  acyoum. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS : — ^I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

And  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn,  and,  for  special  bnginesSi  the 
peace  propositions  were  set  aside.  The  same  day  thej  w«ro  mtro- 
duced,  as  follows : 

Mr.  LANE : — ^Mr.  President,  my  object  in  getting  the  floor,  was  to 
give  the  reason  why  I  cannot  vote  for  the  resolution  now  before  the 
Senate.  You  are  aware,  sir,  that  I  did  vote  for  the  propositions  of  tba 
Senator  from  Kentucky  to  amend  the  Constitutioni  with  tlie  hope,  if 
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thej  could  be  adopted,  that  peace,  perhaps,  xni^t  be  restored  to  fbe 
country ;  but  those  propositions  have  been  superseded,  and  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  himself  says  that  ho  is  willing  to  sacrifice,  on  the  altar 
of  his  country,  as  he  terms  it,  his  own  propositions,  and  take  the 
amendments  which  are  proposed  to  the  Constitution  presented  by  the 
Peace  Congress  to  the  Senate.  The  resolutions  proposed  by  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Kentucl^  were  as  low  down  as  I  could  go. 
They  did  not  secure  to  every  State  that  right  they  have  under  the  Con- 
stitution, as  I  understand  it ;  but  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate, 
to  speak  modestly,  as  I  look  at  it,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  great  men 
who  met  here  to  consider  this  matter,  who  deliberated  for  many  days, 
and  presented  this  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  is  a  cheat,  a  de- 
ception, a  humbug — ^nothing  that  any  State  can  take  as  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  questions  that  are  now  giving  trouble  to  this  country, 
nothing  that  can  settle  permanently  those  difficulties.  We  must  have 
something  more  definite,  something  more  certain,  or  there  can  be  no 
Union  even  of  the  States  that  now  remain  in  the  Union,  as  I  believe. 

Mr.  GREEN :— Mr.  President— 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER -.—Does  the  Senator  jfirom  QregOQ 
give  way  ? 

Mr.  LANE : — Only  for  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  GREEN : — ^I  rise  to  make  that  motion,  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate  by  a  vote^ — 23  to  22 
— acyoumed. 

March  2d. — Senator  Lane  having  secured  the  floor,  made  the  fid- 
lowing  speech  on  the  report  of  the  Peace  Conference : 

Mr.  LANE : — ^Mr.  President,  I  hope  I  shall  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed without  interruption,  and  I  trust  not  to  consume  much  tune. 
While  I  had  the  floor  yesterday,  I  stated  some  of  my  objections  to  the 
proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  which  are  now  before  xm* 
They  are :  that  they  do  not  do  justice  to  the  whole  country — ^that  they 
do  not  do  justice  to  aU  the  States.  I  have  always  held  that  the  terri- 
tory is  common  property ;  that  it  belongs  to  all  the  States ;  that  every 
citizen  of  every  State  has  an  equal  right  to  emigrate  to,  and  settle  in, 
the  common  Territories  ;  and  that  any  species  of  property,  recopuzed 
as  such  in  any  State  of  the  Confederacy,  should  have  a  like  recognition 
in  the  Territories,  and  be  guaranteed,  protected,  and  secured  in  its  foil 
integrity,  to  the  owner  thereof.  That  this  should  be  so,  was  the  intent 
of  the  revolutionary  fathers  who  shaped  and  firamed  the  Constitution ; 
and  it  was  this  principle,  more,  perhaps,  than  auy  other,  which  called 
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into  being  that  noble  compact,  which  has  so  long  been  a  bond  of  Union 
and  goodness  between  all  the  States.  It  is  the  very  life-blood  and 
vitality  of  the  Constitntion.  It  is  the  ligament  that  has  held  ns  together 
heretofore,  and  which,  if  cut  now,  will  result  only  in  hopeless  and  im- 
mutable disruption.  I  have  never  deviated  a  single  iota  from  this 
correct  doctrine.  Had  we  lived  up  to  this  equitable  principle — ^the 
foundation  upon  which  the  Constitution  rests,  upon  which  only  this 
Union  can  be  maintained — we  should  have  had  no  trouble  in  this  country 
to-day.  It  is  not  my  fault  that  trouble  and  dissatisfaction  prevail ;  it 
is  not  my  fault  that  secession  has  taken  place,  and  that  further  secession 
will  take  place,  unless  Congress  shall  recognize  this  great  principle  of 
justice,  of  right,  and  of  equality.  That  is  the  doctrine  upon  which 
this  Union  rests ;  and  it  must  be  maintained,  or  the  connection  will  be 
severed. 

While  upon  this  question,  Mr.  President,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
allude  to  my  course  in  the  Senate  last  session,  and  I  shall  do  so  very 
briefly,  upon  a  scries  of  resolutions  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Davis] — a  scries  of  resolutions  that  were  considered 
in  this  body,  afler  having  been  previously  maturely  and  deliberately 
adopted  by  a  caucus  composed  of  the  Democratic  Senators,  and  agreed 
upon  by  them,  as  setting  forth  the  principles  necessary  to  bo  maintained 
in  order  to  secure  the  existence  and  perpetuity  of  this  Confederacy.  It 
has  been  charged  upon  this  floor  that,  on  the  25th  day  of  May  last,  I 
voted  against  the  right  of  protection  to  slave  property  in  the  Territories. 
In  order  that  the  Senate  may  know  how  I  voted,  and  that  I  may  show 
you  and  every  other  man  that  I  stood  then  as  I  stand  to-day,  and  as  I 
have  always  stood  upon  this  question,  I  will  read  some  short  extracts 
from  the  discussion  upon  this  series  of  resolutions.  The  fourth  resolih 
tion  was  in  these  words : 

"  liesohedj  That  neither  Congress  nor  a  Territorial  Legislature^  whether 
by  direct  legislation  or  legislation  of  an  indirect  and  nnfriendly  natore,  pee-^ 
Besses  the  power  to  annul  or  impair  the  constitutional  right  of  nny  iMxnta  of 
the  United  States  to  take  his  dave  property  into  the  oofamon  Territori^ 
but  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Government  there  to  niford  for  that,  as  for 
other  species  of  property,  the  needfhl  protection;  and  if  experience  should 
at  any  time  prove  that  the  judiciary  does  not  po^sosaa  power  to  inxuTu 
adequate  protection,  it  will  then  become  the  duty  of  Congress  to  supply  mek 
deficiency." 


Now  mark  I  this  resolution  states  that  all  the  property  of  all 
people  of  any  State,  whether  slave  or  otherwiiei  has  an  equal  right 
protection ;  and  if  experience  should  at  any  time  prove  that  Ui^ 
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had  not  the  power  to  afford  that  protection,  then  it  was  the  datf  of 
Congress  to  enact  snch  laws  as  were  necessary  to  protect  every  man  in 
his  legal  and  rightM  property,  no  matter  of  what  description  or 
characteristic.  Sir,  not  long  since,  upon  this  floor,  a  Senator  was  hardy 
enough  to  say  that  I  voted  against  protecting  property  in  Territories ; 
and  he  desired  to  know  what  had  happened  that  States  should  be  eon* 
eemed ;  what  had  occurred  to  alarm  the  States  that  were  seceding  from 
the  Union  ?  I  will  show  you,  sir,  very  briefly,  what  I  said  upon  that 
question  then ;  and  I  will  repeat  it  now,  for  I  have  never  changed  my 
sentiments  on  this  subject.  No  living  man  can  assert,  and  in  so  doii^ 
tell  the  truth,  that  I  ever  uttered  a  word  against  the  Bqualitj  of  the 
States,  and  their  equal  right  in  the  conmion  territory  of  our  common 
country ;  and  any  charge  that  I  voted  then  to  refuse  protection  to 
property  in  the  territory  is  false.  I  have  always  held  that  the  territory 
belonged  to  all ;  that  it  was  acquired,  as  I  knew,  at  the  expense  of  ihd 
Southern  States  as  well  as  of  the  Northern  ;  and  upon  the  battle-fields 
where  I  had  witnessed  the  good  conduct  of  Northern  and  Southern 
troops,  I  found  the  soldier  from  the  Southern  States  pouring  out  his 
blood  as  freely,  and  certainly  in  very  much  larger  quantity — ^for  there 
were  very  many  more  from  the  Southern  States  who  participated  in 
the  battles  of  our  country  ia  the  war  which  resulted  in  the  acquisitioQ 
of  territory,  than  there  were  from  the  Northern  States.  Then,  so  fiir 
as  the  acquisition  is  concerned,  it  is  joint,  and  it  was  for  the  joint 
benefit  of  aU  portions  of  the  country.  Consequently,  I  have  held,  and 
I  hold  now,  that  the  Territories  should  be  so  appropriated.  And  when 
those  resolutions  were  up  last  winter,  I  said  what  I  will  now  read : 

'^  I  only  desire  to  say,  in  relation  to  the  series  of  resolutions,  a  portion 
of  which  I  have  already  voted  in  favor  o^  that  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the 
rest;  for  the  whole  of  them  together  meet  with  my  hearty  approbation. 
They  assert  the  truth;  they  assert  the  great  principle  that  the  constitutionsl 
rights  of  the  States  are  equal ;  that  the  States  have  equal  rights  in  this 
country  under  the  Constitution ;  and,  as  I  understand  it,  they  must  be  main- 
tained in  that  equality.  These  resolutions  only  assert  that  principle ;  and  I 
say  that  it  is  a  misfortune  to  the  country,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  principles 
laid  down  in  these  resolutions  had  not  been  asserted  sooner.  They  ought  to 
have  been  asserted  by  the  Democratic  party  in  plain  English  ten  years  ago. 
If  they  had  been,  you  would  have  had  no  trouble  in  this  country  to-day ;  the 
Democratic  party  would  have  been  united  and  strong,  and  the  equality  and 
constitutional  rights  of  the  States  would  have  been  maintained  in  the  terri- 
tory, and  in  all  other  things;  squatter-sovereignty  would  not  have  been  heard 
bf;  and  to-day  we  should  be  united.  It  is  the  fault  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  dodging  truth,  in  dodging  principle,  in  dodging  the  Constitution  itseli^ 
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that  has  hronght  the  trouble  upon  the  ooontr/  and  the  party  that  is  6Z< 
perienced  to-day." 

I  believe,  if  we  had  asserted  and  maintained  these  great  tratlte  ten 
years  ago,  and  placed  ourselves  npon  them  boldly,  as  it  was  onr  dnty 
to  have  done,  we  wonld  have  no  trouble  in  this  country  to-day ;  but 
instead  of  declaring  the  great  truths  enunciated  in  these  resolutions, 
we  went  off  upon  issues  unbecoming  the  Democratic  party.  A  portion 
of  our  leaders  wandered  and  went  astray,  and  asserted  that  the  people 
of  a  Territory  had  the  right  to  prohibit  slavery  whenever,  in  their 
judgment,  it  ought  to  be  prohibited;  a  power  which  Congress  even 
does  not  possess,  and  consequently  cannot  confer  upon  a  Territorial 
Legislature,  unless  the  creature  becomes  greater  than  the  creator.  It 
was  this  kind  of  trouble,  and  this  sort  of  heresy  introduced  into  the 
Democratic  party,  that  has  broken  it  up,  and  brought  the  disasters 
upon  our  country  which  we  experience  to-day.  I  say,  then,  let  the 
blame  fall  upon  the  guilty ;  I  am  innocent  of  it ;  for  I  have  held  but 
one  doctrine  upon  this  question  from  the  beginning  to  the  present  hour, 
and  I  shall  hold  that  doctrine  to  the  end.  In  the  speech  from  which  I 
have  already  read,  I  also  used  the  following  language : 

'^  Sir,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  very  nngolar  indeed,  that  any  man  can  hold 
that  the  territory  of  this  country  belongs  to  a  portion  of  tiie  people,  and 
that  the  people  of  one  portion  of  the  Union  can  go  there  and  eojoj  their 
property,  when  the  people  of  another  portion  cannot  ei\joy  the  right  of 
property  in  that  territory — ^territory  common  to  the  whole  ooontry ;  territory 
that  was  earned  or  acquired  by  the  common  blood  and  common  treasure  of 
all ;  territory  that  is  sustained  by  the  common  treasure  of  all ;  and  to  say 
that  all  shall  not  have  an  equal  right  there,  is  to  deny  a  fact  bo  plain,  a 
principle  so  just,  a  right  so  manifest,  that  I  can  hardly  see  how  any  man 
who  professes  to  be  a  Democrat  can  deny  it^  or  how  he  can  attempt  to  em- 
barrass the  adoption  of  the  correct  principles  announced  in  these  resolutions. 
I  shall  therefore  vote  against  all  the  amendments,  and  every  thing  that  is 
offered  to  obstruct  their  passage,  upon  the  ground  that  they  assert  justice, 
that  they  assert  truth,  that  they  assert  the  equality  and  constitutional  rights 
of  all  the  States,  which  principle  must  be  maintained,  or  this  Union  cannot 
be  preserved."  • 

That  was  my  doctrine  then,  it  is  the  doctrine  which  I  have  held  and 
advocated  for  twenty  years.  It  is  the  doctrine  I  hold  now ;  and  I  so 
notified  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  who  arraigned  me  here  as  voting 
against  protecting  property,  and  who  did  me  willful  and  gross  injustice 
in  it — for  I  voted  for  it  and  he.  voted  against  it.  That  is  to  say,  I  voted 
against  the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Clingman,  declaring  ^'  that 
slave  property  did  not  need  protection  in  the  Territories,''  while  the 


MO  APFgWAIUU 

Senator  from  Tennessee  voted  for  it ;  and  when  the  motion  was 
to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  it  in  lien  of  the  fourth  resolution  of  the 
Davis  series,  I  voted  to  reconsider,  and  the  Senator  from  Tenneaees 
voted  against  it,  showing  dearly  that  he  was  against  affording  that 
protection  to  slave  property  which  the  fourth  resolution  provided  far. 
Did  I  not  mftint4^in  the  tmth?  Was  I  not  prophetic  in  the  announce- 
ment that  I  made  in  this  Senate  Chamher  then?  I  said,  that  nnlesi 
this  great  principle  of  justice,  of  equality,  of  the  right  of  every  man  to 
Ihe  common  territory  should  be  maintained,  this  Union  would  be  broloen 
up.  This  great  principle  has  not  been  maintained,  but  the  Union  has 
been  destroyed. 

But,  sir,  to  go  to  the  votes.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  and  eveiy 
Senator  on  this  floor  will  bear  me  out  in  my  statement,  that  while  tin 
Davis  resolutions — the  series  of  which  I  speak — ^were  up,  vaiioiis 
propositions  were  made  to  amend  them,  and  I  voted  against  all  amend- 
Aients.  There  are  Senators  here  at  this  moment  who  will  sustain  me 
when  I  say  that,  when  in  caucus  and  we  had  under  consideration  this 
series  of  resolutions,  I  said,  and  said  it  boldly  and  in  plain  terms,  that 
if  every  man  from  every  Southern  State  of  this  Union  would  come  here 
and  say,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  if  you  please,  or  any  other  reason,  he 
was  willing  to  abandon  his  equality,  his  right  in  the  common  territoxy, 
tiien,  if  alone,  I  would  stand  and  protest  against  it ;  protest  that  he  bad 
no  right  to  surrender  a  constitutional  right ;  that  none  but  a  cowaxd 
would  do  it ;  that  every  man  had  a  right  in  the  common  territory ;  that 
it  was  his  privilege,  and  he  should  never  surrender  it  with  my  permission. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  said  that  if  every  Northern  man  in  the  Senate 
Quunber — ^nay,  but  even  every  Northern  citizen — expressed  a  desire 
to  surrender  his  rig^t,  his  equality,  his  privilege,  to  go  to  the  common 
Territories  with  his  property,  I  should  enter  my  solemn  protest  against 
it,  and  insist  that  he  had  a  constitutional  right  to  go  there,  which  he 
should  never  surrender  with  my  consent.  Then,  how  any  man  oonld 
assert  that  I  ever  entertained  the  opinion  that  slavery  did  not  need 
protection  from  aggression,  is  to  me  the  strangest,  falsest  thing  in 
nature.  I  said,  as  I  have  shown  you,  that  I  had  voted  against  all 
amendments,  and  would  continue  to  vote  against  all  amendments,  or 
any  attempt  whatsoever  calculated  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  res- 
olutions ;  for  they  asserted  the  right  of  the  people  to  go  to  the  Terri- 
tories, asserted  the  power  of  the  court  to  protect  them  in  the  possession 
of  their  property,  and  that  if  the  court  failed  to  protect  them.  Congress 
should  afford  the  necessary  authority  to  do  so. 

But,  sir,  aUow  me  to  observe,  there  was  a  resolution  that  I  never 
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TOted  for,  and  that  no  man  can  charge  me  with  ever  having  voted  for. 
Senators  will  recollect — and  whoever  has  read  the  proceedings  of  the 
Senate  will  recollect — ^that  an  amendment  was  offered  as  a  substitute 
to  the  fourth  resolution,  in  these  words : 

"That  the  existing  condition  of  the  Territories  does  not  require  the  inter- 
vention of  Congress  for  the  protection  of  property  in  slaves.'' 

I  did  not  vote  for  that  resolution ;  but  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
did.  That  amendment  was  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  fourth  resolution  of 
the  series  that  I  have  read,  which  insured  protection  to  slave  property 
in  the  Territories.  It  was  adopted  not  entirely  by  Democratic  votes ; 
and  that  there  may  be  no  mistake,  I  will  read  what  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  said  when  he  moved  a  reconsideration : 

"  I  wish  simply  to  say  that  I  voted  for  that  resolution  because  I  believed 
the  condition  of  the  Territories  requires  no  such  law  now  or  ever,  and  I  do 
not  believe  in  the  enactment  of  any  such  law ;  but  my  friends  on  this  side  of 
the  Chamber  have  put  that  resolution  in  the  series;  and  for  myself,  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  responsible  for  any  portion  of  these  resolutions,  and  I  therefore 
wish  the  vote  to  be  reconsidered." 

This  was  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  when  he 
found  that  the  Republicans,  united  with  some  Democrats,  had  stricken 
out  the  fourth  resolution  of  the  series,  and  inserted  this  as  a  substitute. 
I  said  to  Mr.  Wilson  on  that  occasion : 

*'  I  desire  merely  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts.  The  series  of  resolutions,  as  introduced  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  are  germane  one  to  the  other.  They  are  a  dedar 
ration  of  principles  by  the  Democratio  party.  This  amendment,  as  the  Sena* 
tor  has  said  correctly,  has  been  fastened  on  the  Democratic  resolutions  by 
the  votes  of  the  Republican  Senators.  I  feel  gratefbl,  indeed,  to  the  Senaior 
for  making  the  motion  to  reconsider.  I  hope  the  vote  will  be  rwwMMimad, 
and  the  resolution  voted  down." 

The  motion  was  put,  and  on  the  yeas  and  nays  the  vote  was  recoa^ 
sidered.    I  voted  for  the  reconsider atioii,  and  I  voted  against  Urn 
amendment  when  it  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  for  the  fourth  resolo- 
tion.     Among  those  who  voted  in  the  affnnative  for  reconsii  deration 
were  Messrs.  BEKJAnnr,  Bbowk,  Chbsnut,  Clat,  Dayts^  Frr2.FATitf€iE, 
Green,  6win,  Haxxond,  Hablax,  HuirrEB,  IvtssaN,  JoirKnomitj 
Arkansas,  and  Lanb.    Among  those  who  voted  against  it,  I  £btl  Jc 
SON  of  Tennessee.    I  did  not  vote  to  continue  In  the  B«ri«a  o  j 
that  refrised  protection  to  all  the  people  in  the  comaoa 
Portions  of  the  Journal  have  been  paraded  to  show  the 
Brown's  amendment  to  Mr.  Cusbmah^b  am^ndmcot, 
several  speeches,  that  I  dumid  vote  against  all  amend 
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the  series  had  been  considered  not  only  here,  but  in  a  cancns  composed 
of  the  Democratic  Senators  of  Ihis  body,  and  we  had  agreed  to  tafe 
them  as  a  whole,  and  to  vote  them  through  altogether  if  we  had  d» 
strength  to  do  so.  I  voted  against  every  proposition  to  amend.  I 
voted  agamst  Mr.  Brown's,  and  I  voted  against  Mr.  Cungxajt's,  and 
I  voted  against  every  other  amendment  that  was  calcuhited  to  weaken 
or  embarrass  the  passage  of  the  resolutions.  Yet  I  am  represented 
here  as  having  voted  against  affording  protection  to  slave  property  in 
the  Territories !  I  ask  again,  if  any  Senator,  if  any  man  wiio  can 
read,  can  say  that  the  fourth  resolution,  for  which  I  did  vote  and  fiw 
which  I  struggled  and  contended,  does  not  declare  that  slave  property 
shall  be  protected  in  the  common  Territories  of  our  country. 

Could  any  thing  be  stronger  than  the  fourth  resolution  ?  Conld  any 
man  desire  a  more  direct  declaration  of  principles  than  that?  Upon 
the  yeas  and  nays  I  voted  for  it.  I  voted  against  the  amendment  thai 
was  adopted,  and  afterwards  reconsidered.  How,  then,  can  a  man 
arraign  me  before  the  country  as  having  said  upon  oath,  on  the  25th 
of  May  last,  that  slave  property  should  not  be  protected  in  the  conmion 
Territories  with  other  property  ?  I  have  always  held  that  all  property 
should  be  protected,  slave  as  well  as  other  property ;  that  it  shonH 
have  the  same  protection  as,  and  no  more  protection  than  any  other 
property.  That  they  do  not  secure  all  this,  is  the  objection  I  have  to 
the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  proposed  by  the  Peace  Conference. 
They  are  ambiguous,  loose,  and  deceptive.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
people  can  comprehend  them.  There  will  be  no  certainty  under  them ; 
and  they  would,  if  adopted,  result  in  endless  trouble  and  litigation. 
I  trust  no  amendments  will  ever  be  made  to  the  Constitution,  nnless 
they  are  made  upon  principles  of  right,  justice,  and  equality,  so  that 
there  can  be  no  mistake  in  construing  them  hereafter.  If  we  amend 
the  Constitution,  let  ns  do  it  with  a  view  to  the  peace  of  the  country, 
with  a  view  to  the  harmony  of  the  country,  with  a  view  to  the  secnri^ 
of  every  interest,  and  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  If  we  could  db 
that,  and  this  day  amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to  provide  expressly 
that  every  State  should  have  equal  rights  in  the  Territories  and  else- 
where within  the  Union,  this  Confederacy  would  last  forever,  the  States 
that  have  left  us  would  come  back,  and  we  should  have  then  a  great 
and  a  lasting  Union  indeed.  Without  it,  we  never  can  have  a  perma- 
nent  Union.  We  must  do  something  that  is  clearly  right,  or  the  States 
that  have  left  us  will  never  return.  They  never  ought  to  return,  unless 
they  can  have  the  right  of  equality  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution. 
I  claim  for  my  State  just  that  which  she  is  entitled  to,  and  not  a  parti- 
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de  more.  I  would  concede  to  the  Southern  States,  that  to  which  thej 
are  entitled,  and  not  a  particle  more.  That,  they  must  have,  or  there 
can  be  no  peace,  no  union,  no  harmony,  no  security,  and  no  perpetui^ 
of  this  Confederacy.  Such  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  securing 
these  objects  and  principles,  are  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
GU>yemment  as  it  was  formed. 

Then  why  not  do  right?  Why  not  every  southern  man  ask  just 
that  which  he  is  entitled  to,  and  no  more  ?  He  ought  to  be  content 
with  nothing  short  of  what  he  is  entitled  to ;  and  if  he  be,  he  is  untrue 
to  his  section  and  his  constituents ;  untrue  to  the  people  whose  servant 
he  is ;  and  untrue  to  the  institutions  of  the  country ;  for  the  countiy 
can  exist  only  upon  ihe  triumph  of  such  principles.  He  who  is  un- 
willing to  deal  fairly  by  the  North  and  the  South,  is  a  man  who  is  guilty 
of  shattering  and  ruining  the  Confederacy ;  destroying  the  peace  and 
harmony  and  success  of  this  great  experiment  of  ours. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  the  Democracy  assert 
the  correct  principle,  and  they  charge  the  trouble  in  the  country  to  the 
right  quarter.  I  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the  Democracy  of 
old  Connecticut  would  never  join  the  Republican  party  in  any  attempt 
to  coerce  the  Southern  States ;  and  I  am  now  authorized  by  their  own 
declaration  to  say  again,  what  I  said  before,  that  they,  like  the  Democ- 
racy of  Oregon  and  of  every  other  Northern  State,  will  never  join  a 
party  that  has  refused  justice ;  that  has  refused  equality  and  right ; 
that  has  refused  to  protect  property  in  the  Territories,  or  wherever  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  extends,  in  putting  down  those  who 
contended  for  their  rights  and  for  the  equality  to  which  they  were 
entitled.  Sir,  the  loyal  Democracy  of  this  country  fully  understand  the 
question,  and  they  assert  the  right. 

Now,  sir,  these  great  principles  were  not  carried  out.  The  platform 
on  which  the  Democracy  presented  their  candidates  for  President  and 
Vice-President  was  not  heeded,  though  based  upon  the  Constitution.  I 
will  say  to  the  Senator  who  has  boasted  of  his  efforts  in  Tennessee  in 
behalf  of  the  Breckinridge  ticket,  that  I  shall  notice  that  hereafter ; 
but  I  have  only  to  say  now,  that,  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  I  would 
to  God  the  ticket  had  succeeded.  We  should  then  have  had  those  prin- 
ciples endorsed  upon  which  the  Grovemment  is  established,  and  the 
country  would  have  been  at  peace.  For  that  alone  I  wished  it  to 
succeed. 

I  will  say  only  a  word,  now,  as  to  ihe  amendments  proposed  to  the 
Constitution.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  listening,  yesterday,  to  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Kentucky.    I  know  his  patriotism  and  his 
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deyotion  to  the  Union.  I  know  his  willingness  to  take  any  thing,  how« 
ever  small,  however  trifling,  however  little  it  might  be,  Uiat  would,  in 
his  opinion,  give  peace  to  the  country.  Sir,  I  am  actuated  by  no  midi 
feeling.  We  should  never  compromise  principle  nor  sacrifice  the  eter- 
nal foundations  of  justice.  Whenever  the  Democratic  par^  oon^ro- 
mised  principle  it  laid  the  foundation  of  future  troubles  for  itself  and  for 
the  country.  When  we  do,  then,  amend  the  Constitution,  it  ought  to  be 
in  the  spirit  of  right  and  justice  to  all  men  and  to  all  sections.  I  voted 
for  the  Senator's  propositions,  and  I  will  do  so  again,  if  we  can  get  a 
vote,  because  the^e  is  something  in  them;  something  that  I  oonld 
stand  by;  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Peace  Conference.  He  proposed  to  establish  the  line  of  86°  30',  and 
to  prohibit  slavery  north  of  it  and  protect  it  south  of  it,  in  all  the  pres- 
ent territory,  or  of  the  territory  to  be  hereafter  acquired.  In  thai 
proposition  there  was  something  like  justice  and  right ;  but  there  is 
nothing  in  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Peace  Conference  that  any 
man,  North  or  South,  ought  to  take.  They  are  a  cheat ;  they  are  a 
deception ;  they  are  a  firaud ;  they  hold  out  a  false  idea ;  and  I  think, 
with  all  due  respect  to  the  Senator — for  I  have  the  highest  regard  for 
him  personally — ^that  he  is  too  anxious  to  heal  the  trouble  that  exists 
in  the  country.  He  had  better  place  himself  upon  the  right  and  stand 
by  it.  Let  him  contend,  with  me,  for  the  inalienable  and  constitational 
rights  of  every  American  citizen.  Let  him  beware  of  ^^  compromising  ** 
away  the  vital  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  one  portion  of  the 
country  to  appease  the  graceless,  unrelenting,  and  hostile  fanaticism  of 
another  portion.  Let  him  labor  with  me,  to  influence  every  State  to 
mind  its  own  afltdrs,  and  to  keep  the  Territories  entirely /ra^  to  the 
enterprise  of  all,  with  equal  security  and  protection — ^without  invidioos 
distinctions — to  the  property  of  every  citizen.  Thus,  and  only  thus,  can 
we  have  peace,  happiness,  and  eternal  Union. 

I  could  not  avoid  noticing  the  anxiety  of  the  Senator  from  Eentad^ 
to  accept  any  thing,  and  the  readiness  of  the  Senator  from  Oregon  to 
pledge  his  people — "  my  people  " — ^to  any  thing  that  he  chooses.  Now, 
I  know  there  are  many  free  people  in  the  State  of  Oregon.  They 
generally  do  as  they  please.  They  have  no  master.  No  man  owns 
them ;  and  no  man  can  claim  to  control  them.  But  this  I  am  warrant- 
ed in  asserting — for  I  know  long,  well,  and  intimately,  the  gallant  men 
of  Oregon — ^that  they  will  not  be  found  ready  or  inclined,  at  the  Sena- 
tor's and  his  mastet's  beck,  to  imbrue  their  hands,  in  a  godless  cause, 
in  fraternal  gore. 

Mr.  President,  the  principles  asserted  in  the  resolutions  adopted 
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hj  the  Senate,  last  winter,  have  not  been  carried  out.  We  see  the 
consequences.  We  see  a  dissevered  country  and  a  divided  Union.  A 
number  of  the  States  have  gone  off,  have  formed  an  independent  Gt)y- 
emment ;  it  is  in  existence,  and  the  States  composing  it  will  never 
come  back  to  you,  unless  you  say  in  plain  English,  in  your  amendments 
to  the  Constitution,  that  every  State  in  the  future  Union  has  an  equal 
right  to  the  Territories  and  all  the  protection  and  blessings  of  this 
Government — ^never  I  I  tell  you,  sir,  although  some  foolish  men  and 
some  wicked  ones  may  say  I  am  a  disunionist,  I  am  for  the  Union  upon 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  a  traitor.  None  but  a  coward 
will  even  think  me  a  traitor ;  and  if  anybody  thinks  I  am,  let  him  test 
me.  This  Union  could  exist  upon  the  principles  that  I  have  held  and 
that  are  set  forth  in  the  Davis  resolutions ;  but  upon  no  other  condition 
can  it  exist.  Then,  sir,  disunion  is  inevitable.  It  is  not  going  to  stop 
with  the  seven  States  that  are  out.  No,  sir ;  my  word  for  it,  unless 
you  do  something  more  than  is  proposed  in  this  proposition,  old  Vir- 
ginia will  go  out  too-H9lothful  as  she  has  been,  and  tardy  as  she  seems 
in  appreciating  her  own  interests  and  her  rights,  and  kind  and  generous 
as  she  has  been  in  inviting  a  Peace  Ccmgress  to  agree  upon  measures 
of  safety  for  the  Union.  The  time  will  come,  however,  when  old  Vir- 
ginia will  stand  trifling  and  chicanery  no  longer.  Neither  wiU  North 
Carolina  suffer  it.  None  of  the  slave  States  will  endure  it ;  for  they 
cannot  separate  one  from  the  other,  and  they  will  not.  They  will  go 
out  of  this  Union  and  into  one  of  their  own ;  forming  a  great,  homo- 
geneous, and  glorious  Southern  Confederacy.  It  is  and  it  has  been, 
Senators,  in  your  power  to  prevent  this ;  it  is  and  it  has  been  for  you 
to  say  (you  might  to-day,  as  it  is  the  last  day,  say  so),  whether  the 
Union  shall  be  saved  or  not.  I  know,  that  gallant  Old  Dominion  will 
never  put  up  with  less  than  her  rights ;  and  if  she  would,  I  should 
entertain  for  her  contempt.  I  should  feel  contempt  for  her  if  she  were 
to  ask  for  any  thing  more  than  her  rights ;  and  so  I  would  if  she  were 
to  put  up  with  any  thing  less  than  her  constitutional  rights.  Then,  sir, 
secession  has  taken  place,  and  it  wiU  go  on  unless  we  do  right. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  remarks  which  I  made  on  the  19th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  I  took  the  ground 
that  a  State  might  rightfully  secede  from  the  Union  when  she  could  no 
longer  remain  in  it  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  States ;  in  other 
words,  when  her  continuance  as  a  member  of  the  Confederacy  involved 
the  sacrifice  of  her  constitutioual  rights,  safety,  and  honor.  This  rig^t 
I  deduced  from  the  theory  of  equality  of  the  States,  upon  which  rests 
the  whole  fabric  of  our  unrivalled  system  of  government— unrivalled,  as 
35 
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it  came  from  ilie  hands  of  its  iDastrioiis  framem— a  model  as  perfiMli 
perhaps,  as  homaa  wisdom  could  devise,  secnriiig  to  all  the  bleaaiigi 
of  civil  and  religions  liberty,  when  rightly  understood  and  property  ad- 
ministered ;  bat  like  all  other  Governments,  and  even  Christiamtj  itself 
a  most  dangerous  engine  of  oppression  when,  having  £edlen  into  the 
hands  of  persons  strangers  to  its  spirit,  and  nnmindfbl  of  the  benefteent 
objects  for  which  it  was  framed^  it  is  perverted  from  its  high  and  noble 
mission  to  the  base  uses  of  a  selfish  or  sectional  ambition,  or  «  blind 
and  bigoted  fanaticism.  I  said,  on  that  occasion — referring  to  this 
fimdamental  principle  of  our  Government,  the  equality  of  the  Statea^ 
that  ^'  as  long  as  this  equality  be  maintained  the  Union  will  endnxe, 
and  no  longer."  I  might  here  undertake  to  enforce,  by  argument  and 
the  authority  of  writers  on  the  nature  and  purposes  of  our  Grovemment, 
this,  to  me,  self-evident  proposition.  But  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  Senate  in  discussing  that  branch  of  the  subject. 

I  propose,  Mr.  President,  to  confine  what  I  have  to  say  in  regard 
to  the  right  of  secession  to  the  question,  Who  must  judge  whether  aodi 
right  exists,  and  when  it  should  be  exercised  ?  According  to  the  theofy 
of  every  despotic  Gt)vemment,  of  ancient  or  modem  times,  there  is  no 
such  right.  A  province  of  an  empire,  how  much  soever  oppreeaed,  is 
held  by  the  oppressor  as  an  integral  part  of  his  dominions.  The  jdce, 
once  festened  on  the  neck  of  the  subject,  is  expected,  however  gsJliqg, 
to  be  worn  with  patience  and  entire  submission  to  the  tyrant^ a  wiD. 
This  is  the  theory  of  despotism.  What  are  its  firuits?  We  have  aeen, 
in  modem  times,  some  of  the  bloodiest  struggles  recorded  in  history 
growing  out  of  the  assertion  by  one  party,  and  the  denial  by  the  other, 
of  this  very  rig^t  Hungary  undertook  to  '^  secede  "  from  the  Austrian 
empire.  Her  rig^t  to  do  so  was  denied.  She  constituted  an  integral 
part  of  the  empire— a  great  *^  consolidated''  nation,  as  some  cons^er 
the  United  States  to  be.  Being  an  integral  part  of  the  empire,  aooMd- 
ing  to  the  theory  of  the  Austrian  Government,  she  must  so  remain 
forever.  Austria  not  having  the  power  to  enforce  an  acquiescence  in 
this  doctrine,  Russian  legions  were  called  to  her  aid ;  and  Hungary,  on 
whose  gallant  straggle  for  independence  the  liberty-loving  people  of  this 
country  looked  with  so  much  admiration  and  sympathy,  soon  lay  pit«- 
larate  and  bleeding  at  the  tyrant's  feet.  You  may  call  this  attempt  of 
Hungary  to  regain  her  independence  revolution.  That  is  precisely  what 
Austria  called  it.  I  call  it  an  effort  on  her  part  to  peaceably  secede— to 
peaceably  dissolve  her  connection  with  a  Government  which,  in  her 
judgment,  had  become  intolerably  unjust  and  oppressive.  Her  oppreea- 
^ors  told  her  it  was  not  her  province  but  theirs,  to  judge  of  her  aUeged 
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grievances ;  that  to  acknowledge  the  right  of  seceflsioii  wonld  strike  a 
fatal  blow  at  the  integrity  of  the  empire,  which  could  be  maintained 
only  by  enforcing  the  perfect  obedience  of  each  and  eyery  part. 

We  have,  in  the  recent  struggle  of  the  Italian  States,  an  instructiye 
commentary  on  the  now  mooted  questions  of  secession  and  coercion. 
Indeed,  history,  through  all  past  ages,  is  but  a  record  of  the  efforts  of 
tyrants  to  prevent  the  recognition  of  the  doctrine,  that  a  people  deeming 
themselyes  oppressed  might  peaceably  absolve  themselves  from  alle- 
giance to  their  oppressors.  When  our  Government  was  formed,  our 
others  fondly  thought  that  they  had  made  a  great  improvement  on  the 
despotic  systems  of  modem  Europe.  They  saw  the  infinite  evil  result- 
ing from  coercing  the  unwilling  obedience  of  a  subject  to  a  Government 
which  he  abhorred  and  detested.  They  accordingly  declared  the  great 
truth,  never  enunciated  until  then,  that  '^  Governments  derive  all  their 
just  power  from  the  consent  of  the  governed.''  A  Gt)vemment  without 
such  consent  they  held  to  be  a  tyranny. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  brings  us  to  the  very  point  in  issue. 
Who  is  to  determine  whether  this  consent  is  given  or  withheld?  Must 
it  be  determined  by  the  ruler?  If  so,  the  proposition  just  stated  is  an 
absurdity.  Clearly  it  was  the  meaning  of  those  who  enunciated  this 
great  truth,  that  the  subjects  of  a  Grovernment  have  the  right  to  declare 
or  withhold  their  consent ;  otherwise  no  such  right  exists.  They,  and 
they  only,  must  judge  whether  their  rights  are  protected  or  violated. 
If  protected,  every  consideration  of  interest  and  safety  impels  them  to 
consent  to  live  under  a  Government  which  secures  the  blessings  they 
desire.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  in  their  judgment,  their  most  sacred 
rights  are  violated,  interest  and  honor,  and  the  instinct  of  self-preserva- 
tion, all  conspire  to  impel  them  to  withhold  their  consent;  which 
being  withheld,  the  Government,  as  &r  as  they  are  concerned, 
ceases. 

Here  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  first  of  the 
Kentucky  resolutions  of  1798-'99,  written  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  which 
he  says  distinctly,  that  the  parties  to  a  political  compact  must  judge  for 
themselves  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress,  when  they  consider 
the  compact  violated  and  their  rights  invaded : 

"  Hesohed,  That  the  several  States  composing  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, are  not  united  on  the  principle  of  unlimited  submission  to  their  General 
Government;  bat  that  by  compact,  under  the  style  and  title  of  a  Constitution 
for  the  United  States,  and  of  amendments  thereto,  they  constituted  a  Gen- 
eral Government  for  special  purposes,  delegated  to  that  Government  certain 
definite  powers,  reserving,  each  State  to  itself,  the  residuary  mass  of  right 
to  their  own  self-government;  and  that  whensoever  the  Genml  Government 
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aarames  nndelegatod  powers,  its  acts  are  nnantiharitaliTe^  Toid,  and  of  no 
force;  that  to  this  oompaot  etudb.  State  aooeded  as  a  State^  and  ia  an  integral 
party;  that  this  GoYemment|  created  \>j  this  compact,  was  not  made  tlia 
exdusiye  or  final  Jndge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  itael^  aince 
aiat  would  have  made  its  discretion,  and  not  the  Oonstitntion,  the  meaaora 
of  its  power;  bnt  that,  as  in  all  other  cases  of  compact  among  partiee  lutring 
no  common  Jndge,  eadi  party  has  an  equal  right  to  Jndge  fbr  itseU^  aa  weD 
of  infractions  as  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress.^' 

Here  Mr.  Jeftebson  asserts  that  a  State  aggrieved  shall  judge  not 
only  of  the  mode,  bnt  the  measore  of  redress.  Is  this  treaaon?  If 
the  measore  of  redress  extends  to  secession,  how  can  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  do  less  than  denonnce  the  great  apoaOe  of 
liberly — as  Mr.  Jeffebsok  has  been  called — a  tndtor? 

No  less  dear  and  explicit  on  this  point,  is  the  language  of  Mr. 
Madisok.    Being  diairman  of  a  committee  to  whom  the  aabject  was 
referred — the  resolutions  having  been  returned  by  several  of  the  Statoo 
he  says  in  hia  report : 

''It  appears  to  your  committee  to  be  a  plain  principle,  founded  in  com- 
mon sense,  illustrated  by  conunon  practice,  and  essential  to  the  nature  of 
oompacts,  that  where  resort  can  be  had  to  no  tribunal  superior  to  the  authority 
of  the  parties,  the  parties  themselves  must  be  the  rightfol  Judges  in  the  laat  re> 
8ort»  whether  the  bargain  made  has  been  pursued  or  violated.  The  Oonstitntion 
of  the  United  States  was  formed  by  the  sanction  of  the  States,  given  by  eaeh 
in  its  sovereign  capacity.  It  adds  to  the  stability  and  dignity,  aa  weQ  as  to 
the  authority  of  the  Constitution,  that  it  rests  on  this  legitimate  and  boM 
foundation.  The  States,  then,  being  the  parties  to  the  Oonstitntional  com- 
pact, and  in  their  soverdgn  capacity,  it  follows  of  necesnty,  that  there  can 
be  no  tribunal  above  their  authority,  to  decide,  in  the  last  resort,  whether 
the  compact  made  by  them  be  violated,  and  consequently  that,  as  the  partiea 
to  it^  they  must  thexnselves  decide,  in  the  last  resort,  such  questions  aa  may 
be  of  suffldent  magnitude  to  require  their  interposition." 

In  the  remarks  which  I  made  on  the  19th  of  December  laat,  I 
refi^rred  to  the  &ct  that  Virginia,  in  accepting  the  ConstitationY  declared 
that  the  powers  granted  under  that  instrument ''  being  derived  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  may  be  resumed  by  them  whenever  the 
same  shall  be  perverted  to  their  injury  or  oppression.''  I  referred, 
also,  to  the  fact  that  New  York  had  adopted  the  Constitution  upon  the 
same  condition  and  with  the  same  reservation.  I  may  here  quote  the 
language  of  Mr.  Webster,  distinctly  recognizing  the  right  of  the  people 
to  change  their  Government  whenever  their  interest  or  safety  require 
it.    He  says : 

"  We  see,  therefore,  fh>m  the  commencement  of  the  Government  under 
which  we  live,  down  to  this  late  act  of  the  State  of  New  Tcnrk'*— 
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To  which  he  had  just  referred — 

'^  one  nniform  onrrent  of  law,  of  precedent^  and  of  practice,  all  going  to 
establish  the  point  that  changes  in  Qovemment  are  to  be  brought  about  bj 
the  will  of  the  people,  assembled  under  such  legislative  provisions  as  maj  be 
necessary  to  ascertain  that  wiU  truly  and  authentically/' 

If  the  people  of  a  State,  believing  themselves  oppressed,  undertake 
to  establish  a  Government,  independent  of  that  to  which  they  formerly 
owed  allegiance,  and  the  latter  interferes  with  the  movement,  and  em- 
ploys force  to  prevent  such  a  oonsommation,  no  one  who  acknowledges 
the  great  truth  that  the  basis  of  all  free  government  is  ihe  ^^  consent 
of  the  governed,"  will  deny  that  such  interference  is  an  act  of  usurpa- 
tion and  tyranny.  Those  only  who  borrow  their  ideas  of  political 
justice  from  the  despotic  codes  of  Europe,  and  are  more  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  Metternich  and  Bouba  than  of  Jeffersok  and  Madison, 
will  attempt  to  justify,  palliate,  or  excuse  such  violation  of  the  sacred 
rights  of  the  people.  I  have  observed  that  often  the  noisiest  champions 
of  popular  rights  are  the  first  to  trample  those  rights  under  foot.  The 
word  ^^ freedom"  is  continually  on  the  tongues  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Chamber ;  and  I  believe  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
has  been  suspected  of  a  decided  leaning  to  agrarianism,  so  zealous  has 
he  been  in  advocating  the  rights,  so  entirely  devoted  is  he  to  the 
interests  of  the  ''dear  people."  But  now,  when  the  people  of  the 
seceding  States  have  pronounced,  in  tones  of  thunder,  the  fiat  which 
absolves  them  from  allegiance  to  a  Government  which  they  no  longer 
respect  or  love,  these  same  gentlemen  all  lift  their  hands  in  horror,  roU 
up  the  whites  of  their  eyes,  as  did  old  Lord  North  many  years  ago,  and 
exclaim  ''  Treason  I "  ''  Treason ! "  Then,  boiling  with  patriotic  rage, 
they  rise  up  and  declare  that ''  this  treason  must  be  punished ;  the  laws 
must  be  enforced."  History  tells  us  that  this  was  the  language  of 
King  George  and  Lord  North  when  the  colonies  renounced  their 
allegiance  to  the  mother  country.  The  former  of  these  worthies,  wo 
are  told,  spent  much  of  his  life  in  a  state  of  mental  darkness — ^in  other 
words,  he  was  a  lunatic.  The  other  received  from  nature  a  narrow 
intellect,  and  inherited  prejudices  common  to  the  aristocracy  of  that 
period  and  of  all  other  periods  of  the  world's  history.  Their  errors 
were  the  natural  ofispring  of  incapacity  and  the  false  teaching  received 
in  their  youth.  While,  therefore,  we  cannot  admire  or  approve  their 
conduct,  these  circumstances  incline,  us  more  to  sorrow  than  to  anger, 
disarm  our  resentment,  and  dispose  us  to  forgive  what,  under  other 
circumstances,  would  deserve  the  severest  censure. 

But  what  excuse  can  we  find  for  the  peculiar  champions  of  popular 
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ri^^  in  this  Chamber ;  these  xealoos  Bervants  of  the  people,  finvrer 
liiiging  in  onr  eara,  *^  Let  the  voice  of  the  people  be  heard ;  reapeei 
the  win  of  the  people ;  vox  popuU  vox  Ddl"  Sir,  I  saj  too,  let  the 
Yoioe  of  the  people  be  heard  and  respected.  And  I  think,  ioir  the  sake 
of  consistency  with  all  mj  past  professions  as  a  Democrat,  I  am  bomd 
to  respect  the  declared  will  of  the  sovereign  States  which,  for  reasons 
satisfactorj  to  themselves,  have  seceded  from  the  Union  and  established 
a  separate  and  independent  Government.  Whatever  the  causes  may 
have  been  which  impeUed  them  to  a  separation  from  the  other  States, 
I  am  bonnd  to  respect  the  expression  of  their  sovereign  will ;  and  I 
heartily  reprobate  the  policy  of  attemptmg  to  thwart  that  will  under  the 
pretence  of  ^^ punishing  treason"  and  ^^  enforcing  the  laws."  We  are* 
told  that  the  design  is  to  attempt  nothing  more  than  to  collect  the  reve- 
nue in  the  ports  of  the  seceded  States.  To  say  nothing  of  the  justice 
or  ixgustice  of  |he  attempt  so  to  do,  I  ask  Senators  from  the  North,  and 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  vnU  Upayf  Will  it  not  be  a  dedaralkm 
of  war  against  the  seceding  States,  involving  the  people  of  all  the 
States  in  a  long  and  bloody  conflict,  roinous  to  both  sections?  Are 
their  ethics  not  the  ethics  of  the  school-boy  pugilist,  ^^  Knock  the  chip 
off  my  shoulder"? 

One  of  the  fi«mers  of  the  Constitution  [Mr.  Madisok],  whose 
expositions  of  that  instrument  all  classes,  all  parties,  have  hereto&ve 
received,  and  still  receive,  or  pretend  to  receive,  with  profound  d^Brenoe 
and  respect,  has  left  on  record  his  views  of  the  injustice,  impracticabHitj, 
and  inefficacy  of  force  as  a  means  of  coercing  States  into  obedience  to 
Federal  authority. 

Among  the  statesmen  of  the  Bevolution — those  who  participated  in 
the  formation  of  our  Government— 4here  was  no  one  who  had  sudi 
exalted  notions  of  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  Federal  Grovemment, 
as  the  great  Haiolton.  He  was  a  consolidationist.  The  advocates 
ci  coercion  might  naturally  expect  to  obtain  ^^  aid  and  comfort**  from 
the  recorded  declarations  of  one  of  his  peculiar  political  faith.  But 
an  examination  of  his  writings  will  show,  that  instead  of  favoring 
coercion,  instead  of  being  the  advocate  offeree,  he  was  the  advocate  of 
leniency  and  conciliation  towards  refractory  States,  and  deprecated  a 
resort  to  force  as  madness  and  folly. 

If  the  great  names  of  Madisok  and  Hamilton  have  not  sufficient 
weight  to  restrain  the  madness  of  those  who  urge  a  coercive  policy 
against  the  seceding  States,  then,  indeed,  I  see  no  escape  frt>m  that 
most  dreadful  of  all  calamities  which  can  be&U  a  nation— civil  war. 
If  those  in  this  Chamber  who  talk  so  flippantly  of  war,  had  seen,  as  it 
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has  been^mj  lot  to  see,  some  of  its  actual  horrors,  they  might,  perhaps, 
heed  the  warnings  and  respect  the  counsels  of  the  sages  and  patriots 
whose  language  I  have  quoted.  They  would  at  least  refrain  from  im- 
generous  insinuations  against  the  patriotism  of  those  northern  Demo- 
crats, who,  like  myself,  reprobate  the  policy  of  coercion  as  destructiye 
of  the  peace,  the  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  every  part  of  the  country, 
north  as  well  as  south. 

But  to  return  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee.  In 
the  pamphlet  report  of  his  speech,  page  7,  Jeffebson  is  quoted ;  but 
the  concluding  part  of  the  quotation  is  repeated  in  the  Olohe  report 
and  not  in  that  of  the  pamphlet.     That  part  is : 

'^  When  two  parties  make  a  compact,  there  results  to  each  a  power  of 
compelling  the  other  to  execute  it.'' 

Jefferson  is  here  quoted  to  show  that  the  Confederation  has  a 
power  to  enforce  its  articles  on  delinquent  States.  But  the  citation  is 
unfortunate  for  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  He  had  just  previously 
asserted  that  Vermont  and  other  States  had,  by  personal  liberty  bills, 
violated  the  Constitution.  "Well;  can  he  tell  us  how  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina  could  enforce  the  Constitution  on  Vermont  in  that 
respect?  It  cannot  be  done.  What  follows?  Why,  as  Mr.  Webster 
said  at  Capon  Springs,  '^  a  compact  broken  by  one  party  is  broken  as 
to  all."  Hence,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  Jefferson  and  Webster 
as  to  the  actual  case  which,  according  to  the  Senator,  has  occurred,  the 
compact  having  been  broken,  the  Southern  States  have  a  right  to 
retire — are  absolved  frt>m  further  obligations  under  the  constitutional 
compact. 

The  Senator  complains  that  I  replied  at  all,  as  I  wbs  a  northern 
Senator,  and  a  Democrat  whom  he  had  supported  at  the  last  election 
for  a  high  office.  Now,  I  was,  as  I  stated  at  the  time,  surprised  at  the 
Senator's  speech — ^because  I  understood  it  to  be  for  coercion,  as  I  think 
it  was  by  almost  everybody  else,  except,  as  we  are  now  told,  by  the 
Senator  himself;  and  I  still  think  it  amounted  to  a  coercion  speech,  not- 
withstanding the  soft  and  plausible  phrases  by  which  he  describes  it — 
a  speech  for  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  protection  of  the  Federal 
property.  Sir,  if  there  is,  as  I  contend,  the  right  of  secession,  then, 
whenever  a  State  exercises  that  right,  this  Grovemment  has  no  laws  in 
that  State  to  execute,  nor  has  it  any  property  in  any  such  State  that  can 
be  protected  by  the  power  of  this  Government.  In  attempting,  how- 
ever, to  substitute  the  smooth  phrases  of  ^^  executing  the  laws'*  and 
"protecting  public  property"  for  coercion,  for  civil  war,  we  have  an 
important  concession,  i.  e.,  that  this  Government  dare  not  go  before  the 
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people  Willi  a  pkin  avowal  of  its  real  purposes,  and  of  their 
qoences.  No,  sir ;  the  polie^  is  to  inveigle  the  people  of  the  North 
into  dyil  war,  fij  maskiTig  the  design  in  smooth  and  anobigiioiia 
terms. 

Now,  sir,  I  want  it  distincdj  understood,  as  I  have  already  ahown, 
that  during  the  last  session  I  stood  firmlj  bj  the  D  ayis  resofaiAioiia.  I 
voted  against  every  amendment.  I  voted  against  an  amendment  thai 
he  voted  for,  because  I  believed  it  was  partial,  and  did  not  do  juatioe. 

But  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  proceeded  with  an  air  and  tone  of 
great  triumph  to  bring  forward  mj  vote  on  the  amendments  propoeed 
to  the  Davis  resolutions.  I  think  I  have  said  all  that  it  is  necesaaij 
for  me  to  saj  upon  that  subject.  I  have  shown  that  I  have  voted  finr 
them  under  all  circumstances,  and  against  every  amendment.  Those 
resolutions  assert  the  right  of  property  in  the  Territories,  and  that  when 
the  courts  &il  to  afford  protection,  then  it  is  ihe  duty  of  Congress  to 
come  forward  and  provide  that  protection.  I  wished  to  put  slave 
property  upon  the  same  footing  as  other  property.  That  is  where  I 
then  stood,  where  I  now  stand,  and  where  I  intend  to  stand.  The  Sen- 
ator  asks,  with  a  kind  of  triumphant  air,  what  has  happened  since  thai 
day?  Mr.  President,  I  have  said  that  I  have  done  all  in  my  power,  by 
standing  firm  to  the  resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  Democratic  party,  to 
affisrd  protection.  The  Senator  misrepresented  my  vote  on  tbose  reso- 
Intions.  I  never  voted  against  the  Davis  resolutions,  nor  did  their  sob- 
stitute  ever  come  up  as  a  separate  proposition.  It  was  an  amendment 
to  one  of  that  series  of  resolutions  I  voted  against ;  and  I  would  Tole 
against,  any  thing  and  every  thing  that  would  embarrass  their  passage, 
for  they  contained  just  what  I  thought  was  right. 

What  has  happened  since?  Why,  a  thing  has  happened  that  never 
happened  before.  The  denial  of  any  and  all  protection  to  slave  prop- 
erly in  any  and  in  all  the  territory ;  the  denial  of  the  right  to  take  slave 
proper^  to  any  of  them  has  been  proclaimed  and  affirmed  at  ithe  ballot- 
boz  by  a  nujority  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of  the  electoral  votea 
of  this  Union.  What  has  happened?  Why,  the  thing  has  happened 
that  has  been  three  times  before  attempted,  and  three  times  before 
foiled ;  the  first  attempt  having  endangered  the  formation  of  the  Union, 
and  the  second  and  third  its  continuance.  The  first  attempt  was  made 
in  1784,  to  exclude  slavery  from  all  the  Territories.  It  was  abandoned 
in  1787  by  excluding  it  only  from  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
leaving  it  to  colonize  that  portion  southwest  of  that  river.  The  same 
thing  was  again  attempted  in  1820,  as  to  the  territory  acquired  frx>m 
Lonisiana ;  and  after  a  terrible  agitation,  was  abandoned  by  adopting 
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the  Missouri  line.  The  third  attempt  was  made  in  1850,  as  to  the  ter- 
ritory acquired  from  Mexico ;  and  then  also  the  Union  narrowly  escaped 
destmction ;  but  the  compromise  measures  were  adopted.  And  now  it 
comes  again,  but  in  a  more  formidable  way  than  ever.  A  President 
has  been  elected  on  that  issue ;  for  the  first  time  the  people  of  the  North, 
after  all  previous  compromises  and  warnings,  have  voted  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  every  Northern  State  has  pronounced  for  the  spoliation. 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  the  most  signal  instance  of  the  evils  of  com- 
pulsory union  between  dissimilar  people,  is  that  of  Ireland  and  England. 
The  people  of  Ireland — ^the  home  and  heritage  of  my  ancestors — have, 
as  the  South  has,  a  representation  in  the  national  Legislature;  but 
being  also,  as  the  South  is,  in  a  minority  in  that  body,  have  no  power 
to  protect  themselves  from  the  aggressions  of  England.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  they  have  been  excluded  from  the  common  benefits  of 
British  legislation,  commercially,  and  even  religiously,  to  say  nothing 
of  their  exclusion  from  official  station  in  the  empire.  And,  accordingly, 
Ireland  has  been  impoverished,  degraded,  and  discontented.  She  has 
been  trampled  upon,  outraged,  insulted,  treated  like  Cinderella.  The 
people  of  this  country  have  always  sy^lpathized  with  the  wrongs  of 
Ireland,  and  her  struggles  for  independence.  Tet  there  is  now  a 
greater  difierence  between  the  people  of  the  South  and  of  the  North 
than  between  those  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  greater  antagonism  of 
opinion  and  feeling.  Nevertheless,  it  is  proposed  to  hold  the  South  in 
'  political  subjection  to  the  North,  and  for  that  purpose  to  employ  naval 
and  military  force. 

Sir,  I  might  mention  many  other  cases :  the  subjection  of  Greece  to 
Turkey ;  of  Poland  to  Bussia ;  of  the  Netherlands  to  Spain ;  Italy  to 
Austria.  In  all  these  cases  we  have  sympathized  with,  and,  in  many 
of  them  aided,  the  secession  from  the  common  government,  by  contri- 
butions and  individual  service.  Tet  those  Governments  were  not 
founded  on  consent,  and  there  was  no  compact  conceding  the  right  of 
secession. 

Sir,  in  conclusion,  whether  the  course  the  seceding  States  have  seen 
fit  to  take  be  right  or  not,  is  a  question  which  we  must  leave  to  pos- 
terity, and  the  verdict  of  impartial  history.  Our  time  will  probably  be 
more  profitably  employed  in  considering  how  we  shall  deal  with  seces- 
sion than  in  discussing  the  causes  which  have  produced  it.  Secession, 
right  or  wrong,  justifiable  or  unjustifiable,  is  an  accomplished  fact ;  and 
it  presents  to  us  no  less  an  alternative  than  that  of  peace  or  war.  Sir, 
I  believe  that,  in  the  general  ruin  which  would  follow  coercive  meas- 
ures against  the  seceding  States,  all  sections,  all  classes,  all  the  great 
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interests  of  the  ooontiy,  witLoat  any  exception,  would  be  invalTad. 
How  much  better,  Mr.  President,  that,  in  so  fearful  a  crisis  as  tfaa 
poresent,  instead  of  passing  ^^  force  bills,''  and  preparing  for  war,  imtftiail 
of  ^^  breathing  threatenings  and  slaughter,"  and  preparing  implements 
of  destruction  to  be  used  agamst  our  brethren  of  the  South,  how  modi 
better,  I  saj,  for  oursdyes,  for  posterity,  for  the  cause  of  ciyil  liberty 
throughout  the  world,  that  our  thqu^ts  should  be  turned  on  peace? 
Peace,  not  war,  has  brought  our  country  to  the  high  degree  of  pros- 
perity it  now  ei\joys«  The  energies  of  the  people  up  to  this  time  have 
been  directed  to  the  development  of  our  boundless  resources,  to  the  me- 
dianic  arts,  to  agriculture,  mining,  trade,  and  commerce  with  foreign 
nations.  Banish  peace,  turn  these  mighty  energies  of  the  people  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  dreadful  work  of  mutual  destruction,  and  soon  citifls 
in  ruins,  fields  desolate,  the  deserted  marts  of  trade,  the  silent  work- 
shops, gaunt  famine  stalking  through  the  land,  the  earth  cumbered  with 
the  bodies  of  the  dying  and  the  dead,  will  bear  awful  testimony  to  the 
madness  and  wickedness  which,  from  the  yery  summit  of  prosperity 
and  happiness,  are  plunging  us  headlong  into  an  abyss  of  woe. 

Sir,  in  Grod's  name,  let  us  have  peace  1  If  we  cannot  have  it  in  the 
Union,  as  it  existed  prior  to  November  last,  let  us  have  it  by  cultivating 
friendly  relations  with  those  States  which  have  dissolved  their  conxiee- 
tion  with  that  Union,  and  established  a  separate  government.  Thou^ 
we  and  they  may  not,  and,  perhaps,  in  the  nature  of  things,  cannot  live 
harmoniously  under  the  same  Grovemment,  it  is  our  interest,  no  less  * 
than  theirs,  that  we  should  at  once  endeavor  to  establish  between  onr 
Government  and  theirs  those  amicable  relations  which  should  ever  exiai 
between  two  neighboring  Republics.  War,  with  its  attendant  horrors, 
bemg  thus  happily  averted,  die  people  of  each  Bepublic  will  be  lefi  at 
liberty  to  pursue,  undisturbed,  their  several  vocations.  A  mutually  ad- 
vantageous cemmerce  will  grow  up  between  the  two  nations ;  treaties^ 
such  as  regulate  our  intercourse  with  the  Canadas,  will  be  fonned; 
confidence  in  all  branches  of  business  .will  be  restored ;  a  new  impetus 
given  to  every  variety  of  industry ;  the  march  of  improvement  accel- 
erated, and  the  cause  of  humanity,  of  civilization,  and  of  Christianity, 
advanced  throughout  the  world.  The  people  of  Europe,  accustomed  to 
refer  the  settlement  of  their  slightest  differences  to  the  bloody  arbitra- 
ment of  the  sword,  will  behold  with  silent  wonder  and  amazement  the 
spectacle  of  a  great  people  unable  to  agree  in  reference  to  one  of  their 
peculiar  domestic  institutions,  peacefully  separating,  as  did  the  patriarchs 
of  old ;  resolving  themselves  into  two  distinct  political  communities,  not 
hostile,  discordant,  belligerent ;  but  each,  animated  with  a  spirit  of  gen- 
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erons  rivalrj  toward  the  other,  pursuing  a  more  successful  and  proa- 
perous  career  in  its  own  chosen  path,  than  when,  united  under  the  same 
Federal  head,  thej  pamfullj  sought  together  the  same  common  destiny. 
Mr.  President,  we  are  living  at  a  day  and  at  a  time  when  a  North- 
em  sectional  party  have  obtained  possession  of  the  power  of  this  great 
Government,  who  have  declared  in  their  platform,  in  their  speeches 
everywhere,  and  in  their  press,  that  slavery  shall  never  go  into  another 
foot  of  territory ;  that  no  other  slave  State  shall  ever  be  admitted  into 
this  Union ;  that  slavery  shall  be  put  in  the  course  of  ultimate  extino- 
tion.  We  have  the  announcement  of  the  party  that  the  foot  of  a  slave 
shall  never  press  the  soil  of  one  of  the  Territories ;  that  no  new  slave 
State  shall  be  admitted ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  that  no  slave  State 
shall  go  out  of  the  Union.  Who  ever  saw  such  a  par^  as  that?  Who 
ever  knew  any  thing  like  it  in  the  world  before  ?  They  will  not  let 
slavery  go  into  the  Territories ;  they  will  not  let  a  slave  State  come  in ; 
and  they  will  not  let  one  go  out  I  They  will  not  let  them  go  out  because 
they  could  not  cany  out  their  progranome  of  placing  slavery  in  the 
course  of  ultimate  extinction.  They  want  to  keep  the  slave  States  in 
for  their  benefit — ^to  foot  the  bills,  to  pay  the  taxes — ^that  they  may 
govern  them  as  they  see  fit,  and  rule  them  ag&inst  their  will.  Well, 
sir*  I  wish  to  say  one  word  to  that  party,  in  all  kindness ;  for  I  shall 
not  trouble  them  again  on  this  subject.  I  shall  be  a  private,  independ- 
ent citizen  before  long.  But  I  will  say  to  that  party,  they  had  better 
change  their  tactics ;  they  had  better  change  front,  and  do  it  q>eedily. . 
Let  them  place  themselves  upon  the  high  ground  of  right  and  justice, 
and  adopt  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  as  will  not  only -hold 
old  Kentucky,  which  has  produced  the  greatest  ''  compromiser''  of  us 
all — ^that  good  old  State  where  I  was  raised,  and  that  I  am  proud  of-^ 
but  the  other  Southern  States  also.  I  am  afiraid  Bepublicanism  wiU 
not  do  this.  I  know  those  old  Kentucky  people  from  terrace  to  foun- 
dation. They  will  endure  much — very  much — ^peaceably  and  quietly ; 
but  if  they  are  goaded  too  far ;  if,  by  repeated  wrongs,  they  are  com- 
pelled to  fight,  then  I  would  say  to  their  enemy ''  beware  I  *'  There  are 
chivalry  and  patriotism  in  Kentucky  which  is  neither  in  the  power  of 
accident  nor  nature  to  subdue.  You  had  better  not  press  them  too  far. 
Do  not  drive  them  to  the  goal  of  last  resort.  Give  them  justice  while 
you  have  it  in  your  power  to  do  so.  Satisfy  them  that  ultimately  they 
shall  have  equality  in  this  broken  Government,  or  Union,  if  you  wilL 
But,  sir,  I  leave  the  patching  up  of  the  Constitution  to  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Kentucky  and  other  gentlemen,  especiaUy  my  firiend  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Biglbb],  who  has  labored  harder  to  patch  up  the 
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Ccmstitotion  than  any  man  I  ever  knew^  except  my  friend  firam 
tudby,  and  I  wiah  him  Grod  speed  in  the  work.  Let  it  be  iqxm  jiisl 
princq>le8  ;  let  it  be  rig^t ;  let  ns  haye  jnstioe ;  and  I  dudl  be 
content. 

Now,  Mr.  Ftesident,  I  haye  paid  all  the  attention  to  the  atten^ 
that  was  made  to  place  me  in  the  wrong  that  I  deem  neceseaiy.  I  can 
only  now  repeat,  in  the  oondosion  of  mj  speech,  that  neither  tlie  Sen- 
at<xr  from  Tennessee,  nor  anj  other  Senator,  nor  can  anj  man,  tell  the 
troth  and  saj  that  I  have,  bj  anj  vote,  word,  or  act  of  mine,  at  anj 
tame  or  on  anj  occasion,  refused  protection  to  all  property  alike  in  the 
Territories.  I  haye  made  it  a  point  always.  Indeed,  the  doctrine  of 
the  equal  right  of  property,  whether  slaye  or  any  other,  in  the  Terri- 
tories, and  its  equal  right  to  protection,  is  as  strong  in  me  as  life  itself. 
I  haye  neyer  uttered  a  word  against  that  principle ;  but  I  haye  said, 
upon  all  occasions,  that  that  doctrine  must  be  maintained,  or  this  Union 
eonld  not  stand.  I  haye  fought  lor  it ;  but  as  I  said  in  the  outset,  while 
I  deeply  deplore  the  condition  of  the  country,  it  has  been  caused  by  no 
aet  of  mine.  And  with  this  remark,  I  part  with  him,  who,  in  imitation 
of  Esau,  seeks  to  sell  his  birthright.  I  would,  if  there  was  time,  gire 
a  Ui£Le  adyice  to  all  sides,  to  eyery  Senator  on  this  floor.  I  would  say : 
Senators  come  up  to  ^the  great  importance  of  this  question ;  meet  it ; 
adi^t,  by  a  two-thirds  yote— as  we  could  do  if  Senators  would  deal 
lig^dy-^amendments  to  the  Constitution,  placing  all  the  States  upon  an 
•equality  in  the  Territories,  and  on  eyeiy  other  question ;  submit  them 
to  the  people ;  and  by  such  amendments  I  belieye  we  could  preyent,  or 
stop,  a  frirther  rupture  of  this  Union. 

Ihareplytothespeechof  Senator  Lake  of  Oregon,  the  Mowing  i^ 
marks  on  secession,  coercion,  the  Territorial  question,  and  the  Peace 
Conference  propositions,  are  furnished  by 

Senator  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee :— -Mr.  President,  it  is  painfid 
fiar  me  to  be  compelled,  at  thb  late  hour  of  the  session,  to  occupy  any 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  upon  the  subject  that  has  just  been  disOTased 
by  the  Senator  from  Oregon,  Had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordinary 
speech  he  has  made,  and  the  singular  course  he  has  taken,  I  should  for- 
bear from  saying  one  word  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day  and  of  the 
session.  But,  sir,  it  must  be  apparent,  not  only  to  the  Senate  but  to 
ibe  whole  country,  that,  either  by  accident  or  by  design,  there  has  been 
an  arrangement  that  any  one  who  appeared  in  this  Senate  to  yindicate 
the  Union  of  these  States  should  be  attacked.  Why  is  it  that  no  one, 
in  the  Senate  or  out  of  it,  who  is  in  &yor  of  the  Union  of  these  States, 
has  made  an  attack  upon  me?    Why  has  it  been  left  to  those  who  have 
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taken  both  open  and  secret  ground  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  for 
the  disruption  of  the  Government?  Why  has  there  been  a  concerted 
attack  npon  me  from  the  beginning  of  this  discussion  to  the  present 
moment,  not  even  confined  to  the  ordinary  courtesies  of  debate  and  of 
senatorial  decorum?  It  is  a  question  which  lifts  itself  above  person^ 
alities.  I  care  not  from  what  direction  the  Senator  comes  who  indulges 
in  personalities  toward  me ;  in  that,  I  feel  that  I  am  above  him,  and  that 
he  is  my  inferior.  [Applause  in  the  galleries.]  Mr.  President,  they 
are  not  arguments ;  they  are  the  resort  of  men  whose  minds  are  low 
and  coarse.     Cowper  has  well  said : 

"  A  truly  sensible,  well-bred  man 
Will  not  insult  me ;  no  other  can." 

Sir,  have  we  reached  a  point  at  which  we  cannot  talk  about  treason  ? 
Our  forefathers  talked  about  it ;  they  spoke  of  it  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  country ;  they  have  defined  what  treason  was ;  is  it  an  offence,  is  it 
a  crime,  is  it  an  insult  to  recite  the  Constitution  that  was  made  by 
Washington  and  his  compatriots?    What  does  the  Constitution  say.: 

"Treason  against  the  Fnited  States  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war 
agfdnst  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.*' 

There  it  is  defined  clearly  that  treason  shall  consist  only  in  levying 
war  against  the  United  States,  and  adhering  to  and  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  their  enemies.  Who  is  it  that  has  been  engaged  in  con- 
spiracies ?  Who  is  it  that  has  been  engaged  in  making  war  upon  the 
United  States?  Who  is  it  that  has  fired  upon  our  flag?  Who  is  it 
that  has  given  instructions  to  take  our  arsenals,  to  take  our  forts,  to 
take  our  dock-yards,  to  take  the  public  property?  In  the  language  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  have  not  those  who  have  been 
engaged  in  it  been  guilty  of  treason  ?  We  make  a  fair  issue.  Show 
me  who  has  been  engaged  in  these  conspiracies,  who  has  fired  upon  our 
flag,  has  given  instructions  to  take  our  forts  and  our  custom-houses,  our 
arsenals  and  our  dock-yards,  and  I  will  show  you  a  traitor.  [Applause 
in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  President,  if  individuals  were  pointed  out  to  me  who  were 
engaged  in  nightly  conspiracies,  in  secret  conclaves,  and  issuing  orders 
directing  the  capture  of  our  forts  and  the  taking  of  our  custom-houses, 
I  would  show  who  were  the  traitors ;  and  that  being  done,  the  persons 
pointed  out  coming  within  the  purview  and  scope  of  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  which  I  have  read,  were  I  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  I  would  do  as  Thoicab  Jeffebson  did,  in  1806,  with  Aabok 
Bubb;  I  would  have  them  arrested,  and,  if  convicted,  within  the 
meaning  and  scope  of  the  Constitution,  by  the  Eternal  Odd  I  would 
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erecnte  them.  Sir,  treason  most  be  pmudied*  Its  enonni^  and  the 
extent  and  depth  of  the  oflEence  mnst  be  made  known.  The  tinie  is  boI 
distant,  if  this  Grovemment  is  preseryed,  its  Constitution  obejed,  and 
its  laws  executed  in  ererj  department,  when  something  of  tfaia  kind 
mnst  be  done. 

The  Senator  firom  Oregon,  in  his  remarks,  said  that  a  mind  that  it 
required  six  weeks  to  staff  conld  not  know  much  of  any  thing.  He 
intimated  that  I  had  been  staffed.  I  made  my  speech  on  the  19th  of 
December.  The  gentleman  replied.  I  made  another  speedi,  and  now 
he  has  replied  again;  and  how  long  has  he  been  ^^ staffing'*?  How 
often  has  he  been  *' staffed"?  [Laughter.]  He  has  been  stnfied 
twice ;  and  if  the  stuffing  operation  was  as  severe  and  laborious  as  the 
deliyeiy  has  been,  he  has  had  a  troublesome  time  of  it,  for  his  travaQ 
has  been  great  and  the  deliyerj  remarkable.     [Laughter.] 

We  know  how  the  Senator  stands  upon  popular  or  squatter  sotqt- 
eignty.  On  that  subject  he  spoke  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  maintained  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territories  were  the 
best  judges ;  that  thej  were  the  yeiy  people  to  settle  all  these  questions ; 
but  when  he  came  here,  at  the  last  Congress,  he  could  make  a  speedi 
in  which  he  repeated,  I  cannot  tell  how  many  times,  ^^  the  equality  of 
the  States,  the  rights  of  the  States  in  the  Union,  and  their  rights  out  of 
the  Union ; "  and  he  thus  shifted  his  course.  If  the  conflict  between 
his  speech  made  in  Concord  in  1856,  and  his  speech  made  here  on  the 
25th  day  of  Maj  last,  can  be  reconciled,  according  to  all  rules  of  oon- 
Btmction,  it  is  fiur  to  reconcile  the  conflict.  If  the  discrepancy  is  so 
great  between  his  speech  made  then  and  his  speech  on  the  25th  of  May 
last,  of  course  the  discrepancy  is  against  him ;  but  I  am  willing  to  l«t 
one  speech  set  off  the  other,  and  to  make  honors  easy,  so  &r  as  speedt- 
making  is  concerned. 

Then,  how.  does  the  matter  stand?  There  is  one  speech  one  way, 
and  there  is  another  speedi  the  other  way.  Now,  we  will  come  to  the 
sticking  point.  You  haye  seen  ihe  equivocation  to-day.  You  have 
seen  the  cuttle  fish  attempt  to  becloud  the  water  and  dude  the  grasp  of 
his  pursuer.  I  intend  to  stick  to  jou  here  to-day,  as  dose  and  as  tight 
as  what  I  think  I  have  heard  Cfdled  somewhere  ^'  Jew  David's  Ad- 
hesive Plaster .'*  How  does  jour  vote  stand  as  compared  with  your 
speeches  ?  Your  speeches  being  easj,  I  shall  throw  in  the  scale  against 
JOU  the  weight  of  what  jou  swore.  How  does  that  matter  stand  ?  I 
intend  to  refer  to  the  record.  Bj  referring  to  the  record,  it  will  be 
found  that  Mr.  Clingman  offered  the  following  as  an  amendment  to  the 
fourth  resolution  of  the  series  introduced  bj  Mr.  Davis  : 
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^^  Resolved^  That  the  exisldng  condition  of  the  TerritoriiBS  of  the  Fnited 
States  does  not  require  the  intervention  of  Oongress  for  the  protection  of 
property  in  slaves." 

What  was  the  vote  on  the  amendment  proposed  to  that  resoltition 
by  Mr.  Brown,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  not.**  I  want  the  Senator*B 
attention,  for  I  am  going  to  stick  to  him,  and  if  he  can  get  away  from 
me  he  has  got  to  obliterate  the  records  of  his  comitry.  How  would  it 
read,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  not.'* 

^^That  the  existing  condition  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States 
does  require  the  intervention  of  Oongress  for  the  protection  of  property  in 
slaves." 

Among  those  who  voted  against  striking  out  the  word  ^'  not,**  who 
declared  that  protection  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  by  legislation  of 
Congress  was  unnecessary,  was  the  Senator  from  Oregon.  When  was 
that?  On  the  25th  day  of  May  last.  The  Senator,  under  the  oath  of 
his  office,  declared  that  legislation  was  not  necessary.  Now  where  do 
we  find  him?  Here  is  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution,  to 
protect  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  States,  and  here  is  the  proposi^ 
tion  brought  forward  by  the  Peace  Conference,  and  we  find  the  Senator 
standing  against  the  one,  and  I  believe  he  recorded  his  vote  against  the 
other. 

But,  let  us  travel  along.  We  have  only  applied  one  side  of  this 
plaster.  The  Senator  voted  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  legislate  by 
Congress  for  the  protection  of  slave  property.  Mr.  Bbown  then  ofiered 
the  amendment  to  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Dayis,  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  word  "  resolved,'*  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

^^  That  experience  having  already  shown  that  the  Constitution  and  the 
common  law,  unaided  by  statutory  enactment,  do  not  a£fbrd  adequate  and 
sufficient  protection  to  slave  property — some  of  the  Territories  having  failed, 
others  having  refused,  to  pass  such  enactments — it  has  become  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  interpose,  and  pass  such  laws  as  will  afford  to  slave  property 
in  the  Territories  that  protection  which  is  given  to  other  kinds  of  property." 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  here  to-day  of  ''  other  kinds,**  and 
every  description  of  property.  There  is  a  naked,  clear  proposition. 
Mr.  Bbown  says  it  is  needed ;  that  the  court  and  the  common  law  do 
not  give  ample  protection ;  and  then  the  Senator  from  Oregon  is  called 
upon ;  but  what  is  his  vote  ?  We  find,  in  the  vote  upon  this  amend- 
ment, that  but  three  Senators  voted  for  it;  and  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  records  his  vote,  and  says  ''  no,"  it  shall  not  be  established ; 
and  every  Southern  man,  save  tiuree,  voted  against  it  also.  When  was 
that?    On  the  25th  day  of  May  last.    Here  is  an  amendment,  now,  to 
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protect  and  aecme  the  States  against  anj  encroadmieiit  upon  the  in 
tution  within  the  States ;  and  there  the  Senator  fixnn  Qr^^on  sworo 
that  no  further  legislation  was  necessary  to  protect  it  in  the  Tenitoriei. 
Wen,  his  speeches  in  honors  being  easy,  and  he  having  awom  to  it  in 
the  last  Congress,  I  am  inclined  to  take  his  oath  in  preference  to  hb 
speeches,  and  one  is  a  fitir  set-off  against  the  other.  Then,  all  the 
amendments  being  voted  down,  the  Senate  came  to  the  vote  upon  this 
resolution : 


^*  That  if  experience  should  at  any  time  prove  that  the  Judidsl  \ 
tive  authority  do  not  possess  means  to  insure  adequate  protection  to  oonsll- 
tational  rights  in  a  Territory,  and  if  the  territorial  government  should  fail  or 
relhse  to  provide  the  necessary  remedies  for  that  purpose,  it  will  be  the  dutj 
of  Oongreas  to  supply  such  deficiency,  within  the  limits  of  its  constitntional 
powers.*' 

Does  not  HsiA  resolution  proceed  upon  the  idea  that  it  veaa  not 
necessary  then ;  but  if,  hereafter,  the  Territories  should  refuse)  and  the 
courts  and  the  common  law  could  not  give  ample  protection,  then  it 
would  be  the  dniy  of  Congress  to  do  this  thing?  What  has  transpired 
since  the  25th  day  of  May  last?  Is  not  the  decision  of  the  court 
with  us?  Is  there  not  the  Constitution  carrying  it  there?  Why  was 
not  this  resolution,  declaring  protection  necessary,  passed  during  the 
last  Congress?    The  Presidential  election  was  on  hand. 

I  have  been  held  up  and  indirectly  censured,  because  I  have  stood 
by  the  people ;  because  I  have  advoci^ted  those  measures  that  are  some- 
times called  demagogicaL  I  would  to  God  that  we  had  a  few  more 
men  here  who  were  for  the  people  in  fietct,  and  who  would  legislate  in 
conformity  with  their  wiU  and  wishes.  If  we  had,  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  that  surround  us  now,  would  be  postponed  and  set  aside ;  they 
would  not  be  upon  us.  Bat  in  May  last,  we  could  not  vote  that  it  was 
necessary  to  pass  a  slave  code  for  tiie  Territories.  Oh,  no ;  the  Fteei- 
dential  election  was  on  hand.  We  were  very  willing  then  to  try  to 
get  northern  votes ;  to  secure  their  influence  in  the  passage  of  resolu- 
tions ;  and  to  crowd  some  men  down,  and  let  others  up.  It  was  all 
very  well  then ;  but  since  the  people  have  determined  that  somebody 
else  should  be  President  of  the  United  States,  all  at  once  the  grape  has 
got  to  be  very  sour,  and  gentlemen  do  not  have  as  good  an  opinion  of 
the  people  as  they  had  before ;  we  have  changed  our  views  about  it. 
They  have  not  thought  quite  as  well  of  us  as  we  desired  they  should ; 
and  if  I  could  not  get  to  be  President  or  Vice-President  of  all  these 
United  States,  rather  than  miss  it  altogether,  I  would  be  perfectly  will- 
ing to  be  President  of  a  part ;  and  therefore  we  will  divide— yes,  we 
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will  divide.  I  am  in  fayor  of  secession ;  of  breaking  up  the  Union ; 
of  having  the  rights  of  the  States  out  of  ihe  Union ;  and  as  I  signally 
£uled  in  being  President  of  all,  as  the  people  have  decided  against  me, 
we  have  reached  that  precise  point  of  time  at  which  ihe  Government 
ought  to  be  broken  up.    It  looks  a  little  that  way. 

I  have  no  disposition  now,  in  concluding  what  little  I  am  going  to 
say,  to  mutilate  the  dead,  or  add  one  single  additional  pang  to  the 
tortures  of  the  already  politically  damned.  I  am  a  humane  man ;  1 
will  not  add  one  pang  to  the  intolerable  sufferings  of  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Oregon.  [Laughter.]  I  sought  no  controversy  with 
him ;  I  have  made  no  issue  with  him ;  it  has  been  forced  upon  me. 
How  many  have  attacked  me ;  and  is  there  a  single  man,  Nprth  or 
South,  who  is  in  favor  of  this  glorious  Union,  who  has  dared  to  make 
an  assault  on  me  ?  Is  there  one  ?  No ;  not  one.  But  it  is  all  from 
secession ;  it  is  all  from  that  usurpation  where  a  reign  of  terror  has 
been  going  on. 

I  repeat,  again,  the  Senator  has  made  a  s^t^to  on  me.  I  am  satis- 
fied if  he  is.  I  am  willing  that  his  speech  and  mine  shall  go  to  the 
country,  and  let  an  intelligent  people  read  and  understand,  and  see  who 
is  right  and  who  is  wrong  on  this  great  issue. 

But,  sir,  I  alluded  to  the  &ct  that  secession  has  been  brought  about 
by  usurpation.  During  the  last  forty  days,  six  States  of  this  Confed- 
eracy have  been  taken  out  of  the  Union ;  how?  By  the  voice  of  the 
people  ?  No ;  it  is  demagogism  to  talk  of  the  people.  By  the  voice 
of  the  freemen  of  the  country?  No.  By  whom  has  it  been  done? 
Have  the  people  of  South  Carolina  passed  upon  the  ordinance  adopted 
by  their  Convention?  No ;  but  a  system  of  usurpation  was  instituted, 
and  a  reign  of  terror  inaugurated.  How  was  it  in  G-eorgia?  Have 
the  people  there  passed  upon  the  ordinance  of  secession  ?  No.  We 
know  that  there  was  a  powerfrd  party  there,  of  passive,  conservative 
men,  who  have  been  overslaughed,  borne  dovm ;  and  tyranny  and 
usurpation  have  triumphed.  A  convention  passed  an  ordinance  to  take 
the  State  out  of  the  Confederacy ;  and  the  very  same  convention  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  go  to  a  congress  to  make  a  constitution,  without 
consulting  the  people.  So  with  Louisiana;  so  with  Mississippi;  so 
with  all  the  six  States  which  have  undertaken  to  form  a  new  Confed- 
eracy. Have  the  people  been  consulted?  Not  in  a  single  instance. 
We  are  in  the  habit  of  saying  that  man  is  capable  of  self-government ; 
that  he  has  the  right,  the  imquestioned  right,  to  govern  himself;  but 
here,  a  government  has  been  assumed  over  him ;  it  has  been  taken  out 
of  his  hands,  and  at  Montgomery  a  set  of  usurpers  are  enthroned, 
36 
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legislating,  and  making  oonstitationB  and  adopting  them,  without 
salting  the  freemen  of  the  coantrj.  Do  we  not  know  it  to  be  so?  Sasft 
the  people  of  Alabama,  of  Georgia,  of  anj  of  those  States,  passed  iqMO 
it?  No ;  but  a  (Tonstitntion  is  adopted  bj  those  men,  with  a  pxovisioB 
that  it  may  be  changed  bj  a  vote  of  two-thirds.  Four  yotes  in  a  con- 
vention of  six,  can  change  the  whole  organic  law  of  a  people  eonsti- 
tnting  six  States.  Is  not  this  a  coup  cPkat  equal  to  any  of  Napoleon? 
Is  it  not  a  usurpation  of  the  people's  rights  ?  In  some  of  those  Slates, 
eyen  our  Stars  and  our  Stripes  have  been  changed.  One  State  h^jy  a 
palmetto,  another  has  a  pelican,  and  the  last  that  I  can  enumerate  on 
this  occasion,  is  one  State  that  has  the  rattlesnake  run  up  as  an  emblem. 
On  a  former  occasion  I  spoke  of  the  origin  of  secession ;  ajid  I  traced 
its  early  history  to  the  garden  of  Eden,  when  the  serpent's  wile  and  the 
serpent's  wickedness  beguiled  and  betrayed  our  first  mother.  After 
that  occurred,  and  they  knew  light  and  knowledge,  when  their  Lord  and 
Master  turned  to  them,  they  seceded,  and  hid  themselves  frt>ni  his  pres- 
ence. The  serpent's  wile,  and  the  serpent's  wickedness,  first  started 
secession ;  and  now,  secession  brings  about  a  return  of  the  serpent. 
Yes,  sir ;  the  wily  serpent,  the  rattlesnake,  has  been  substituted  as  the 
emblem  on  the  flag  of  one  of  the  seceding  States ;  and  that  old  flag,  the 
Stars  and  the  Stripes,  under  which  our  fathers  fought  and  bled  and  con- 
quered, and  achieved  our  rights  and  our  liberties,  is  pulled  down  and 
trailed  in  the  dust,  and  the  rattlesnake  substituted.  Will  the  American 
people  tolerate  it?  They  will  be  indulgent;  time,  I  think,  is  wanted, 
but  they  will  not  submit  to  it. 

A  word  more  in  conclusion.  Give  the  Border  States  that  secnri^ 
which  they  desire,  and  the  time  will  come  when  the  other  States  will 
come  back ;  when  they  will  be  brought  back — ^how?  Not  bj  the  co- 
ercion of  the  Border  States,  but  by  the  coercion  of  the  people ;  and 
those  leaders  who  have  taken  them  out  will  fall  beneath  the  indignation 
and  the  accumulating  force  of  that  public  opinion  which  will  ultimately 
crush  them.  The  gentlemen  who  have  taken  those  States  out  are  not 
the  men  to  bring  them  back. 

I  have  already  suggested  that  the  idea  may  have  entered  into  some 
minds,  *^  if  we  cannot  get  to  be  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
whole  United  States,  we  may  divide  the  Grovemment,  set  up  a  new 
establishment,  have  new  offices,  and  monopolize  them  ourselves  wh^ 
we  take  our  States  out."  Here  we  see  a  President  made,  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent made,  cabinet  officers  appointed,  and  yet  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  not  consulted,  nor  their  assent  obtained  in  any  manner  whatever. 
The  people  of  the  country  ought  to  be  aroused  to  this  condition  of  things ; 
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they  ought  to  buckle  on  their  armor;  and,  as  Tennessee  has  done 
(God  bless  her !),  bj  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  by  going  to 
the  ballot-box  under  a  new  set  of  leaders,  they  will  repudiate  and  put 
down  those  men  who  have  carried  these  States  out  and  usurped  a  Grov- 
emment  over  their  heads.  I  trust  in  GrOD  that  the  old  flag  of  the  Union 
will  never  be  struck.  I  hope  it  may  long  wave,  and  that  we  may  long 
hear  the  national  air  sung : 

'*  The  star-spangled  banner,  long  may  it  ware, 
Cer  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  braye  1 " 

Long  may  we  hear  old  Hail  (Columbia,  that  good  old  national  air, 
played  on  all  our  martial  instruments  I  long  may  we  hear,  and  never 
repudiate,  the  old  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle  I  Long  may  wave  that 
gallant  old  flag  which  went  through  the  Revolution,  and  which  was 
borne  by  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  upon 
that  soil  the  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi  near  which  they  are  now 
denied.  Upon  that  bloody  field  the  Stars  and  Stripes  waved  in  triumph ; 
and,  in  the  language  of  another,  the  Groddess  of  Liberty  hovered 
around  when  ''  the  rocket's  red  glare  *'  went  forth,  indicating  that  the 
battle  was  raging,  and  watched  the  issue ;  and  the  conflict  grew  fierce, 
and  the  issue  was  doubtful ;  but  when,  at  length,  victory  perched  upon 
your  Stars  and  your  Stripes,  it  was  then,  on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans, 
that  the  Gk>ddess  of  Liberty  made  her  loftiest  flight,  and  proclaimed 
victory  in  strains  of  exultation.  Will  Tennessee  ever  desert  the  grave 
of  him  who  bore  it  in  triumph,  or  desert  the  flag  that  he  waved  with 
success  ?  No ;  we  were  in  the  Union  before  some  of  these  States  were 
spoken  into  existence ;  and  we  intend  to  remain  in,  and  insist  upon— 
as  we  have  the  confident  belief  we  shall  get— all  our  constitutional 
rights  and  protection  in  the  Union,  and  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
country.     [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  (Mr.  Fetch  in  the  chau-)  :— It  wifl 
become  the  unpleasant  but  imperative  duty  of  the  Chair  to  dear  ihe 
galleries. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee :— I  have  done. 

[The  applause  was  renewed,  and  was  louder  and  more  general  than 
before.  Hisses  were  succeeded  by  applause,  and  cheers  were  given  and 
reiterated,  with  "  three  cheers  more  for  Johnson.*'] 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:— The  Sergeant-at-Arms  will  im- 
mediately clear  the  galleries,  and  the  order  will  not  be  rescinded. 

The  order  having  been  executed  by  clearing  ihe  galleries  and  lock- 
ing the  doors  leading  to  them,  the  Presiding  Officer  announced  that  the 
business  of  the  Senate  would  be  proceeded  with. 
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The  Senate,  having  disposed  of  several  bills,  was  about  to  take  ae- 
tion  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  House  resolutions,  when  the  Peace 
Conference  amendments  were  adverted  to  as  follows : 

Mr.  MASON : — ^Now,  I  desire  to  saj  a  word.  There  was  a  ooogh 
mission  from  twentj  or  twenty-one  States  summoned  here  bj  the  State 
of  Virginia  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  country,  and  they 
have  proposed  an  elaborate  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  they 
ask  this  body,  in  connection  with  the  other  House,  to  refer  to  the  States. 
That  has  been  under  consideration  for  two  days ;  no  vote  has  been 
taken  upon  it ;  and  the  Senator  from  Illinois  now  proposes  to  postpone 
that  in  order  to  give  precedence  to  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives proposing  to  amend  the  Constitution  by  prohibiting  Con- 
gress from  interfering  with  slavery  in  the  States.  His  motion  is,  at 
this  stage  of  the  session,  to  put  aside  any  ftirther  consideration  of  this 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  proposed  by  that  Peace  Conference,  pre- 
sented in  the  impressive  manner  in  which  it  was  done  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  order  to  give  precedence  to  this  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  House  on  this  the  last  day  of  the  session.  Sir,  I  shall 
vote  against  giving  it  that  precedence.  I  think  it  is  due  not  only  to 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  came  here  and  have  submitted  to  us  the 
result  of  their  labors  that  we  should  give  it  that  precedence,  but  I  feel 
that  it  is  due  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  who  invited  the  Conference,  thai 
no  precedence  should  be  given  over  it.  For  that  reason,  I  shall  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS :— I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
has  become  such  a  warm  advocate  of  the  report  of  the  Peace  Con* 
ference.  How  many  hours  is  it  since  we  heard  him  denounce  it  as  un- 
worthy the  consideration  of  Southern  men  or  of  this  country?  How 
long  is  it  since  these  denunciations  were  ringing  in  our  ears?  We  do 
not  hear  the  praises  of  the  Peace  Conference  sounded  until  we  are 
about  to  get  a  vote  on  another  proposition  to  pacify  the  country ;  and 
for  fear  we  may  have  a  vote  that  will  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  the 
Southern  States  in  respect  to  the  designs  of  the  North  to  change  the 
Constitution,  so  as  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States,  we  find  now 
that  the  Peace  Conference  is  to  be  pushed  forward  to  defeat  this.  Sir, 
if  he  is  a  friend  of  the  proposition  of  the  Peace  Conference,  let  him  act 
with  me  and  sit  as  long  as  I  will  in  urging  it  upon  the  Senate.  I  am 
for  both  ;  but  this  one  is  within  our  reach.  We  can  close  this  much  in 
five  minutes.  We  should  have  had  it  passed  before  this  time,  if  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  had  not  interposed  objections.  If  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  which  furnishes  guarantees  to  the  border  slaw 
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States  fafl,  it  wOl  be  the  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  Senator  from  Yir- 
ginia.  Mj  object  is  to  take  that  up ;  we  can  dispose  of  it  in  a  very 
few  minates ;  and  then,  when  we  have  secored  thus  much,  we  will  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Peace  Conference ;  and  I 
tell  the  Senator  from  Virginia  he  will  find  me  standing  here  adhering 
to  it  as  long  as  he  will ;  and  when  the  vote  comes,  I  think  I  shall  show 
that  I  am  as  friendly  to  it  as  he ;  and  that  I  have  as  much  respect  for 
and  appreciation  of  the  services  of  the  great  men  who  reported  it. 

Mr.  MASON : — ^The  Senator  from  Illinois  and  I  construe  our  duties 
in  a  very  different  way.  I  have  no  parliamentary  ends  to  obtain  here  by 
dexterous  motions  to  give  preference.  The  Senator  has  never  heard 
me  express  the  slightest  approbation  of  these  resolutions  from  the  Peace 
Conference.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  heard  me  point  out,  with  what- 
ever ability  I  might,  the  objections  that  would  compel  me  to  vote  against 
them.  I  intend  to  vote  against  them ;  but  I  deem  it  due  to  the  char- 
acter of  these  resolutions,  and  the  way  in  which  they  were  brought 
before  the  Senate,  that  their  precedence  should  not  be  taken  from  them, 
and  that  we  should  have  the  first  vote  upon  them.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  will  not  find  me  taking  back  one  word  that  I  have  said  of  objec- 
tion to  the  resolutions  that  came  from  the  Peace  Conference ;  but  I  pro- 
test against  their  precedence  being  taken  from  them — a  matter  which 
has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  the  last  two  hours  to  effect 
it.  Now  that  it  is  done,  I  shall  vote  against  the  modon  to  give  pre- 
cedence. The  resolu^ons  of  the  Peace  Conference  should  not  be  thrust 
aside  by  this  resolution  of  the  House  ;  but  that  is  the  motion  now  before 
us,  to  thrust  aside  these  resolutions  in  order  to  give  place  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House,  and  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN : — ^I  shall,  pursue,  on  this  occasion,  the  course 
I  have  pursued  throughout.  My  object  is  to  attain  a  great  end,  and, 
if  possible,  to  give  entire  satisfaction  to  the  country,  and  restore  it  to 
peace  and  quiet,  or  to  go  as  far  in  that  direction  as  it  is  in  my  power  to 
go.  I  shall  vote  to  take  up  the  resolution  of  the  House,  because  we 
can  act  upon  it  immediately.  I  am  an  advocate  of  the  resolutions  from 
the  Peace  Conference.  I  have  shown  it ;  I  have  expressed  it,  and 'my 
determination  to  vote  for  them,  and  so  I  will ;  but  I  confess  that  I  feel 
somewhat  as  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  does — surprised  at  the  great 
zeal  with  which  gentlemen  want  to  keep  up  these  propositions  merely 
to  strike  a  blow  at  others,  claiming  a  precedence  for  a  thing  they  mean 
to  trample  and  spit  upon. 

Mr.  MASON : — ^It  has  precedence,  if  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
and  he  took  it  from  it. 
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Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— And  he  w&nts  to  continne  ibat  precedenee. 
Sir,  the  way  to  manifest  respect  for  their  proposition  is  to  vote  for  it. 
I  do  not  understand  this  sort  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  gentlemen 
who  desire  to  afford  anj  means  of  pacification  to  the  country.  I  am 
for  this  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes ;  and  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  vote  to  take  it  up.  We  can  act  upon  it,  and  we  can  Tole 
upon  it,  and  we  know  well  that  we  cannot  pass  these  propositions  of  the 
Peace  Conference.  There  are  but  two  hours  more  of  session  in  the 
other  House — ^from  ten  to  twelve  o'clock  on  Monday  morning.  I  can- 
not indulge  in  a  hope,  sanguine  as  I  have  been  throughout;  of  the  pas- 
sage of  those  resolutions ;  and,  indeed,  the  opposition  here,  and  the 
opposition  on  this  [the  Democratic]  side  of  the  Chamber  to  those 
resolutions,  are  confirmation  strong  as  Holy  Writ  that  they  cannot  pass. 
Do  gentlemen  want  to  press  them  forward  in  order  to  prevent  a  vote 
on  this  resolution  of  the  House  ?  I  hope  not.  I  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Elinois  will  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  take  up  the 
House  resolution. 

Mr.  BAYARD : — ^Mr.  President,  I  have  forborne  to  take  any  part 
in  this  discussion  about  the  merits  of  any  of  these  propositions  before 
the  Senate,  nor  do  I  intend  to  do  so  now.  I  shall  reserve  what  I  may 
have  to  say  to  another  occasion.  I  shall  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Senate  now.  I  shall  vote  against  this  motion,  because,  while  I  fed  I 
do  no  injustice  to  others,  I  must  necessarily  exercise  my  own  opinions. 
I  consider  the  resolution  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  aa  not 
worth  the  paper  on  which  it  is  written,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the 
difficulties  in  this  country.  I  shall  not  detain  the  Senate  by  any  attempt 
to  give  the  reasons.  Sufficient  for  me  to  state  the  ground  of  my  objec- 
tion, why  I  shall  not  vote  to  give  preference  to  a  resolution  which,  as  it 
stands,  I  think  will  lead  to  no  attainable  result  as  regards  peace  or 
quiet  in  the  country.  As  regards  the  other  propositions,  for  which  it  is 
sought  to  be  substituted,  I  express  no  opinion  now,  except  to  say,  they 
are  not  exactly  those  that  I  should  have  preferred ;  but  that  I  would 
gladly  and  willingly  vote  to  adopt  the  distinct  resolutions  offered  orig^ 
inally  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  As  to  attaining  a  vote  and  dis- 
posing of  this  House  resolution  at  once,  of  course,  as  I  do  not  attach 
any  importance  to  the  measure,  if  passed,  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  to  be  passed,  that  would  be  a  sufficient  answer ;  but  further,  it  will 
not  stop  debate,  and  it  cannot  prevent  amendments.  Amendments  may 
be  made ;  one  substitute  after  another  may  bo  offered,  and  you  can  be 
led  into  debate  quite  as  much  as  on  the  other.  I  would  rather  see  the 
other  proposition  discussed ;  and  on  the  whole,  not  thinking  the  pariio- 
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nkr  leM^tttioit  of  the  House  entiUed  to  preference  as  Ymnfj;  of  anj  great 
importance,  I  am  not  disposed  to  give  it  precedence. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  in  speaking  on  the  House  resolutions,  said :  ^'  It 
is  now  past  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  MarCh,  and 
it  is  evident,  from  obvious  causes,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  that 
anj  expression  of  preference  for  any  other  resolution  than  this  can  now 
have  any  effect,  or  receive  even  the  notice  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives." 

At  different  stages  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  in  proposing 
and  voting  in  relation  to  various  amendments,  the  following  among 
other  things  said  and  done,  occurred  with  reference  to  the  Beport  of  the 
Peace  Conference : 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas : — ^I  beg  leave  to  offer  as  an  amend- 
ment, and  I  presume  it  will  be  the  last,  the  propositions  submitted  by 
the  Peace  Conference.  I  offer  them  not  with  a  belief  that  they  will  be 
accepted  or  sustained  at  alL  I  should  be  glad  to  see  even  that  step 
taken  by  the  party  who  are  to  have,  and  who,  in  point  of  fact,  do  have 
possession  of  this  Government.  I  offer  them  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  vote  upon  them.  I  ofifer  them,  stating  frankly  that  I  shall  not 
vote  for  them.  I  offer  them  with  the  conviction  that  there  is  between 
the  Bepresentatives  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  and  those  on  the 
southern  side,  an  irreconcilable  difference;  and  it  ought  to  be  pro- 
claimed, and  it  ought  to  be  made  frank  and  unmistakable.  I  offer  it 
because  it  evolves  truth.  There  is  nothing  left  here  to  this  Senate,  on 
this  the  last  night  of  the  session,  but  this :  to  declare  to  the  American 
people  what  is  true,  in  order  that  they  may  know  it,  and  may  prepare 
themselves  to  meet  it ;  that  they  may  prepare,  if  they  can,  to  reconcile 
it  with  peace,  or  to  reconcile  it  to  themselves;  to  stand  by  all  the 
sorrowM  consequences  that  shall  otherwise  come.  This  is  the  reason 
why  I  present  this  amendment.  I  believed  when  I  voted  for  them  that 
the  propositions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  were  fair,  were  just  to 
the  people  of  the  South,  and  to  my  own  State  among  that  number ;  and 
it  is  but  honest  that  I  should  say  now  in  presenting  this  amendment, 
that  I  consider  these  propositions  a  thousand  £Eithoms  beneath  the  propo- 
sitions of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

It  is  in  that  condition  that  I  offer  this  amendment.  I  hope  Senators 
will  have  the  courage  and  the  nerve,  if  they  have  faith  in  and  regard  for 
their  constituents,  to  whom  they  have  taught  their  doctrines  heretofore, 
to  adhere  to  them  and  to  stick  to  them  now ;  and  while  they  will  vote 
against  this  amendment,  I  wiU  stand  by  them  also  and  vote  against  it, 
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as  one  person  fiho  for  fourteen  years  has  represented  bis  State  in  one 
or  the  other  branch  of  this  Congress.  In  saying  this,  I  saj  it  fs  the 
last  act  of  my  political  life,  and  it  is  one  upon  which  I  pnt  my  fiutb, 
and  on  which  I  would  put  the  last  hope  I  have  on  earth.  I  know  from 
the  bottom  of  my  soul  that  I  am  not  averse  to  the  continuation  and  the 
preservation  of  the  present  Union  of  States,  which  I  have  always  con- 
sidered sanctifies  the  continent  of  North  America  to  peace  and  to  pros- 
perity forever.  I  feel  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  that  whenever  it 
shall  be  divided,  it  will  be  given  up,  from  petty  causes,  and  from  petty 
irritations  and  misapprehensions,  to  the  contingencies  of  war  and  the 
contingencies  of  blood  and  disaster,  which  have  followed  the  diviaiona 
and  separations  of  every  other  continent  in  the  whole  wide  world. 

Then,  Mr.  President,  I  offer  this  amendment  from  the  conviction 
that  common  honesty  of  purpose,  and  the  common  frankness  of  men  of 
nerve  and  of  honor,  will  give  us  one  vote  to  show  that  there  is  among 
us  an  irreconcilable  difference,  or  that  will  give  hope  to  those  who,  like 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  it  seems  to  me,  can  hope  against  hope, 
that  there  is  something  to  be  done.  I  cannot  believe  that  any  thing  is 
gained  by  this  resolution.  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  proposition  of 
the  House  gives  security  to  my  people.  I  will  not  stop  to  eomment 
upon  it,  and  to  show  why  it  is  that  I  cannot  vote  for  it.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  we  may  have  a  vote  of  the  Senate  upon  the  amendment  I 
now  offer ;  and  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee : — ^I  wish  merely  to  rej^t  again, 
before  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called  on  this  amendment,  that  I  shall 
vote  against  this,  as  I  have  voted  against  all  preceding  amendments, 
with  the  distinct  understanding  that  I  am  not  committed  for  or  against 
any  proposition  contained  in  those  amendments.  I  hope  we  shall  vote 
tiiem  all  down. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS : — ^I  will  merely  state  that  when  we  have  disposed 
of  this  resolution,  I  hope  we  shall  take  up  the  Peace  Conference  propo- 
sitions immediately,  and  get  through  with  them. 

3Hie  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  (when  his  name  was  called)  :— I  desire  to 
say  that,  although  preferring  this  amendment,  I  shall  vote  against  it, 
as  I  have  against  all  others,  in  order  to  pass  it  as  it  came  to  us  from 
the  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas: — I  should  like  to  have  made  a 
further  explanation ;  but  I  will  not  do  it.    I  vote  "  nay." 
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The  result  was  then  announced — yeas  8,  najs  84 ;  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Foot,  Nicholson,  and  Pugh — 8. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bigler,  Bingham,  Bright,  Ohandler, 
Olark,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Donglas,  Dorkee,  Fessenden,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Harlan,  Hnnter,  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Ken« 
nedy.  King,  Latham,  Mason,  Morrill,  Polk,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wigfall,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson— 84. 

So  the  iunendment  was  rejected. 

Other  amendments— of  which  some  were  approved  and  some  re- 
jected— ^were  offered  to  the  joint  resolutions,  and,  finally,  the  proposals 
of  amendments  to  the  Constitution  from  the  Conference  Convention 
T^ere  again  brought  forward  in  this  manner : 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  intend  to  be  perfectly  consistent  in  my 
course  on  this  subject.  I  look  upon  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  Peace  Congress,  as  they  call  it  here,  as  affording  the  best  oppor- 
tunity for  a  general  concurrence  among  the  States  and  among  the 
people.  I  determined  to  take  it  in  preference  to  my  own  proposition, 
and  HO  stated  to  many  of  the  members  of  that  Convention.  I  now 
propose  the  propositions  agreed  to  by  them  as  a  substitute  for  my  own, 

I  came  here  this  morning,  without  the  least  expectation  of  any  vote 
being  taken  on  this  proposition  of  mine.  It  has  never  been  in  a  con- 
dition before  where  I  was  prepared  to  offer  amendments  to  it.  I  had 
amendments  which  I  intended  to  propose,  not  intending  to  make 
material  changes,  as  I  supposed,  in  substance  and  effect,  but  changing 
the  phras«i>logy,  particularly  of  the  first  article,  in  which  I  propose  to 
substitute  an  amendment,  to  declare  merely  that  the  stattts  of  persons 
held  to  servitude  or  labor  under  the  laws  of  any  State  shall  continue 
with  the  laws  thus  unchanged,  as  long  as  the  Territory  remains  under 
a  territorial  government ;  and  when  it  forms  a  constitution,  to  come  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  to  be  received  with  or  without  slavery.  All  my 
papers  and  the  amendments  which  I  prepared  are  at  my  room,  not 
here.     That  is  the  condition  c^  the  thing. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — ^The  resolution  stands  now  as  several  States  have 
instructed  for  it,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN : — ^I  now  move  to  substitute  the  resolutions 
of  the  Peace  Convention.  I  have  declared  that  I  would  do  this ;  that 
I  would  abandon  my  own  resolutions,  and  take  that  proposed  by  the 
Peace  Conference. 

Mr.  HUNTER : — Then  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER :— Does  the  Chair  understand  the 
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Senator  from  Eentady  to  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  resohitioii 
before  the  Senate,  the  resolution  of  the  Peace  Conference? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN:— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HUNTER :— That  is  an  amendment,  and  on  that  I  ask  feu 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.         ^ 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN :— I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  explanation 
course  I  shall  make  no  speech  at  this  hour.  I  have  examined 
propositions  offered  by  that  Convention  ;  they  contain,  in  my  jadgn 
every  material  provision  that  is  contained  in  the  resolution  called 
Cbittendek  resolution.  The  resolution  that  I  offered  contained  not 
substantial  that  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  Convention,  except  in 
particular,  and  that  particular  is  this:  they  reject  so  much  of 
resolution  offered  by  me  as  embraced  future  acquired  territory.  T 
said  it  was  enough  to  settle  in  regard  to  the  territory  we  now  fa 
and  they  have  substituted  a  provision  which,  I  think,  ought  to  be 
fectly  satis&ctory,  as  to  acquisition  of  future  territory.  They 
none  shall  be  acquired,  unless  it  be  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Sei 
which  two-thirds  vote  ehall  include  a  majority  of  the  Senators  fron 
alaveholding  States,  as  well  as  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from 
North.  That  gives  ample  security  to  the  South ;  it  gives  ample  sect 
to  the  North.  No  territory  can  be  acqiiired  without  the  approbi 
of  both  sections  of  the  Union,  and  having  this  in  their  power,  they 
then  make  any  previous  arrangement  in  regard  to  slavery  that 
please,  before  the  acquisition  of  territory.  That  is  the  way  they 
pose  of  future  acquisitions.  I  prefer  it  to  the  disposition  made  ii 
resolutions  which  I  submitted  to  the  Senate.  I  therefore  offer  t] 
and  for  other  reasons :  out  of  deference  to  that  great  body  of 
selected  on  the  resolution  of  Virginia,  and  invited  by  Virginia  hei 
The  body  having  met,  and  being  composed  of  such  men,  and  a  maj< 
of  that  Convention  concurring  in  these  resolutions,  I  think  they  < 
to  us  with  a  sanction  entitling  them  to  consideration ;  therefore  I  \ 
moved  them. 

Mr.  GWIN : — I  hope  the  substitute  will  not  be  adopted.  The 
reason  the  Senator  has  given  in  favor  of  it,  with  reference  to  the  ai 
sition  of  future  territory,  I  think  should  be  the  cause  of  its  being  v 
down.  I  am  sure  Senators  from  Northern  States  should  not  voi 
such  an  amendment  as  this  *,  because  the  first  acquisition,  if  we  get 
at  all,  will  be  the  very  kind  of  acquisition  that  the  Northern  S 
want.  It  is  well  known  that  if  we  had  had  the  same  counsels  in  ! 
^  that  we  had  in  1803,  we  should  have  acquired  the  whole  Roj 
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Pacific  territory  to  Behring  Straits.  If  Thoicas  Jeffkbsok  had  been 
President,  we  should  have  got  thje  whole  of  the  Padfk;  possessions  of 
Russia,  as  we  got  Louisiana  from  France,  on  the  same  principle ;  and 
I  believe  the  first  acquisition  of  territory  we  shall  get  will  be  the 
Russian  possessions  to  Behring  Straits.  I  hope  this  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  will  not  be  voted  for  by  those  who  are  in  favor  of  acquir- 
ing territory,  especially  which  will  give  us  such  important  advantages 
on  the  Pacific  Ocean.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  restricting  all  acquisition 
hereafter ;  especially  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States,  both 
north  and  south.    I  hope  this  amendment  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS : — ^I  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  get  a  separate 
and  distinct  vote,  first  on  the  Peace  Conference  propositions,  and  then 
on  the  CBmENDEN  proposition,  as  perfected  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. I  have  announced  several  times  to-night,  that  that  was  my 
purpose ;  but  after  what  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  said  about  his 
obligations  to  the  Peace  Conference,  to  give  priority  to  their  proposition, 
I  must  follow  him,  although  I  should  be  delighted  if  we  could  m^ke 
arrangements  for  separate  votes.  I  prefer  his  perfected  amendment  to 
the  Peace  Conference  proposition ;  but  still,  I  cannot  separate  from  him 
on  this  question,  when  he  thinks  he  is  bound  to  bring  it  forward. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  NICHOLSON  (when  his  name  was  called)  : — I  greatly  prefer 
the  resolution  of  the  Senator  fit)m  Kentucky,  because  it  is  unequivocal, 
unambiguous  in  its  language,  and  embraces  friture  as  well  as  present 
territory ;  but  I  am  willing,  if  that  cannot  be  got,  to  vote  for  the  other ; 
and  I  do  not  concur  in  the  criticisms  that  have  been  made  on  it  to  the 
full  extent,  though  there  are  features  in  it  to  which  I  very  much  object. 
I  shall,  therefore,  vote  "  nay  "  on  this  proposition. 

Mr.  POWELL :— As  I  have  before  announced,  I  have  paired  with 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Cambbox].  If  I  were  not  paired, 
I  should  vote  "  nay." 

Mr.  GwiN  2 — ^He  would  vote  with  you,  if  he  were  here. 

Mr.  POWELL : — ^I  cannot  tell ;  he  is  not  here. 

The  result  was  announced — yeas  7,  nays  28,  as  follows : 

YsAS. — ^Messrs.  Crittenden,  Doa^^as,  Harlan,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Ken- 
nedy, Morrill,  and  Thomson — 7. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Bigler,  Bingham,  Bright,  Chandler,  Clark,  Dixon, 
Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  CFwin,  Hunter,  Lane,  Latham,  Mason, 
Nicholson,  Polk,  Pugh,  Rioe,  Sebastian,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyok,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wigfall,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson— 28. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
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No.  IV. 

[The  action  of  both  honses  of  Oongress  in  relation  to  the  Peace  • 
ference,  and  the  propositions  of  amendments  therein  adopted,  would  see 
form  a  portion  of  its  history.  I  shall  endeavor  to  ftimish  their  a^ 
80  fjEur  as  it  can  be  i^parated  from  other  matters  connected  with 
proportions  presented.  Immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  resolm 
of  Virginia,  nnder  which  the  Ck>nference  was  called,  and  on  the  28t] 
January,  1861,  the  following  proceedings  took  place  in  the  House  of  ! 
resentatives  of  the  United  States.] 

House  of  Rrpbesbntattves, 
Washinoton,  Monday,  January  28^,  1861. 

The  Speaker,  Hon.  Wm.  Pennington,  laid  before  the  Hom 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  was  rea< 
the  Clerk,  as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  Congress  a  series  of  resolat 
adopted  by  the  Legblature  of  Virginia,  on  the  19th  inst.,  havin| 
view  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  exciting  questions  which  now  thre 
the  Union.  They  were  delivered  to  me  on  Thursday  the  24th  ii 
by  ex-President  Ttleb,  who  has  left  his  dignified  and  honored  re 
ment,  in  the  hope  that  he  may  render  service  to  his  country  in  thif 
hour  of  peril.  .  These  resolutions,  it  wiU  be  perceived,  extend 
invitation  ^^  to  all  such  States,  whether  slaveholding  or  non-slavehold 
as  are  willing  to  unite  with  Virginia  in  an  earnest  effort  to  acyost 
present  unhappy  controversies  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  Constitu 
was  originally  formed,  and  consistently  with  its  principles,  so  at 
afford  to  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  States  adequate  guarantees 
the  security  of  their  rights,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet,  on 
4th  day  of  February  next,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  similar  C 
missioners  appointed  by  Virginia,  to  consider,  and,  if  practicable,  a^ 
upon  some  suitable  adjustment." 

I  confess  I  hail  this  movement,  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  with  g: 
satisfaction.     From   the   past  history  of  this  ancient  and  renow 
Commonwealth,  we  have  the  fullest  assurance  that  what  she  has  un< 
taken  she  will  accomplish,  if  it  can  be  done  by  able,  enlightened, 
persevering  efforts.     It  is  highly  gratifying  to  know  that  other  patri 
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States  have  appointed,  and  are  appointing  Commissioners  to  meet  those 
of  Virginia  in  council.  When  assembled,  they  wiU  constitute  a  body 
entitled,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the  confidence  of  the  country. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  also  resolved  "  that  ex- 
President  John  Ttleb  is  hereby  appointed  by  the  concurrent  vote  of 
each  branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  Conmiissioner  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  and  Judge  John  Robebtson  is  hereby  appointed, 
by  a  like  vote,  a  Commissioner  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and 
the  other  States  that  have  seceded  or  shall  secede,  with  instructions 
respectfully  to  request  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
authorities  of  such  States  to  agree  to  abstain,  pending  the  proceedings 
contemplated  by  the  action  of  this  General  Assembly,  from  any  and  all 
acta  calculated  to  produce  a  collision  of  arms  between  the  States  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States." 

However  strong  may  be  my  desire  to  enter  into  such  an  agreement, 
I  am  convinced  that  I  do  not  possess  the  power.  Congress,  and  Con- 
gress alone,  under  the  war-making  power,  can  exercise  the  discretion 
of  agreeing  to  abstain  ^^  frbm  any  and  all  acts  calculated  to  produce  a 
collision  of  arms  **  between  this  and  any  other  Government.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  a  usurpation  for  the  Executive  to  attempt  to  restrain  their 
hands  by  an  agreement  in  regard  to  matters  over  which  he  has  no  con- 
stitutional control.  If  he  were  thus  to  act,  they  might  pass  laws  which 
he  g^ould  be  bound  to  obey,  though  in  conflict  with  his  agreement. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  my  present  actual  power  is  confined 
within  narrow  limits.  It  is  my  duty  at  all  times  to  defend  and  protect 
the  public  property  within  the  seceding  States  so  far  as  this  may  be 
practicable,  and  especially  to  employ  all  constitutional  means  to  protect 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  to  preserve  the  public  peace  at 
this  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Government.  If  the  seceding  States 
abstain  ^^  from  any  and  all  acts  calculated  to  produce  a  collision  of 
arms,"  then  the  danger  so  much  to  be  deprecated  will  no  longer  exist. 
Defence,  and  not  aggression,  has  been  the  policy  of  the  administration 
from  the  beginning. 

But  while  I  can  enter  into  no  engagement  such  as  that  proposed, 
I  cordially  commend  to  Congress,  with  much  confidence  that  it  will 
meet  their  approbation,  to  abstain  from  passing  any  law  calculated  to 
produce  a  collision  of  arms  pending  the  proceedings  contemplated  by 
the  action  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia.  I  am  one  of  those 
who  will  never  despair  of  the  Republic.  I  yet  cherish  the  belief  that 
the  American  people  will  perpetuate  the  Union  of  the  States  on  some 
terms  just  and  honorable  for  all  sections  of  the  country.    I  trust  that 
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the  mediation  of  Yirginia  may  be  the  destined  means,  under  P 
denoe,  of  aijCcom|>lishing  this  inestimable  benefit.  Glorious  as  an 
memories  of  her  past  history,  such  an  achievement,  both  in  relatk 
her  own  fame  and  the  welfEure  of  the  whole  country,  would  sni 
them  all. 

JAMES  BUCHANAl 

The  ^^  series  of  resolutions  **  referred  to,  and  transmitted  in  F 
dent  Buchanan's  message  to  Congress,  are  in  the  body  of  this  1 
on  pages  9  and  10. 

The  following  communication  by  the  Grovemor  of  Yirginia  to 
General  Assembly  thereof,  was  also  submitted  with  the  lYeaidi 
Message: 

The  Commonwealth  of  Virginia^ 

to  aUto  whom  these  presents  shaU  comcj  greeting: 

Know  you,  that  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealt] 

Virginia,  having,  by  joint  resolution,  adopted  on  the  19th  instant, 

hereto  attached,  appointed  ex-Fresident  John  Ttler  a  Commission 

the  President  of  the  United  States  to  carry  out  the  instructions 

veyed  in  said  resolution :  therefore,  I,  John  Letcher,  Govemoi 

hereby  announce  the  said  appointment,  and  authenticate  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 

pL.  S.]    caused  the  great  seal  of  the  State  to  be  afi^ed,  in  the«< 

of  Richmond,  this  20th  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  iJ 

JOHN  LETCHEl 
By  the  Governor : 

Geobge  W.  Munford, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  STANTON : — ^I  move  that  that  message  be  printed,  and 
ferred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHN  COCHRANE:— I  move  as  an  amendment  to 
motion,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  special  committee  of  five. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  of  Michigan: — I  would  suggest  that  what4 
committee  the  message  is  referred  to,  ought  to  have  power  to  repo 
back  at  any  time  ;  otherwise  it  will  be  locked  up  where  the  House  < 
not  control  it. 

Mr.  BURCH: — The  gentleman  from  Virginia  only  3rielded 
floor  for  the  reading  of  the  message,  and  is  now  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER : — ^It  is  proper  that  the  message  should  be  di8p< 
of  in  some  way. 

Mr.  STANTON :— If  the  House  wiU  allow  me,  I  wiU  move 
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the  message  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Military  Affidrs, 
with  power  to  report  on  it  at  any  time. 

The  SPEAKER : — ^That  motion  is  not  in  order.  •  A  motion  has 
been  made  to  refer  the  message  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  moves,  as  an  amendment,  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  special  conmiittee  of  five. 

Mr.  BOCOCK : — ^If  there  is  to  be  any  debate  on  this  motion,  it  should 
be  allowed  to  go  over  until  my  colleage  (Mr.  Pbxob)  makes  his  speech. 

Mr.  STANTON : — ^I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CURTIS :— The  question  should  first  be  taken  on  the  motion 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER :— That  statement  is  correct.  The  question  is  on 
referring  the  message  to  the  Military  Committee. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  r — ^I  am  bound  to  interpose  on  behalf  of  my  col- 
league, who  says  he  only  yielded  to  have  the  message  read. 

Mr.  STANTON : — ^The  previous  question  is  demanded,  and  that 
will  put  an  end  to  the  matter  at  once. 

Mr.  MILLSON : — ^I  think  the  question  deserves  some  little  con- 
sideration. I  therefore  move  to  postpone  the  ftirther  consideration  of 
the  President's  message  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STANTON :— Very  well ;  let  that  course  be  taken. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


After  the  report  of  the  Peace  Conference  had  been  transmitted  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  while  the  joint  resolutions  were 
under  consideration,  several  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  get  the 
labors  of  the  Conference  before  the  House.    Here  is  one  of  the  first : 

Mr.  MAYNARD : — ^It  is  known,  I  suppose,  to  most  members  of 
the  House,  inform^y  and  unofficially,  that  what  is  known  as  the  Peace 
Conference,  to  which  the  country  has  been  looking  for  several  days,  has 
concluded  its  labors  and  dissolved.  [Cries  of  "  Order  1 "]  I  desire  to 
make  a  proposition. 

Mr.  BINGHAM,  and  others  objected. 

Mr.  MAYNARD : — ^I  have  a  right  to  make  a  proposition. 

Mr.  CRAI6E,*  of  North  Carolina : — ^I  call  the  gentleman  to  order, 
and  insist  upon  the  enforcement  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  MAYNARD  [amid  loud  cries  of  "  Order  I "]  moved  to  post- 
pone the  vote  upon  the  pending  propositions  until  to-morrow  after  the 
morning  hour. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 
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And  again,  the  same  day,  February  27th,  the  following  effi>rt 
made: 

Mr.  McCLERNAND :— I  wish  to  state  that  I  understand  the 
on  the  Speaker's  table  a  communication  from  the  president  of  the  I 
Conference.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  that  it  be  t 
up  and  read. 

Mr.  LOVEJOY :— I  object. 

So  action  was  further  delayed. 

March  Ut^  1861. — ^When  a  communication  from  the  Navy  De; 
ment  came  up  for  consideration  in  the  House,  the  motion  to  post 
the  special  order  brought  out  the  following  action  on  the  communio 
of  the  Peace  Conference : 

The  SPEAKER : — ^There  is  a  communication,  which  has  beei 
some  time  lying  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  from  the  president  oi 
Peace  Conference.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  right  that  it  shoul 
taken  up. 

Mr.  LOVEJOY :— I  object. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^I  call  for  the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER :— The  Chair  has  not  thought  proper  to  prese 
until  the  propositions  of  the  Committee  of  Thirty-three  had  been 
posed  of;  but  he  thinks  it  right  that  they  should  now  be  presented. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania :— I  object,  on  behalf  of  , 
TjleTj  who  does  not  want  them  in.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  McCLERNAND : — ^I  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^I  call  for  the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER :— The  Chair  thinks  he  ought  to  have  the  priv 
of  presenting  these  papen^. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  The  territorial  1 
ness  is  the  special  order.  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor ;  and  I  submit 
it  cannot  be  taken  from  me  by  any  motion  to  suspen^  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER:— The  Chair  thinks  the  motion  to  suspend 
rules  is  in  order. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^The  Chair  can  hardly  understand  my  questioi 
order.  It  is  that  the  territorial  business  is  the  special  order,  mad 
by  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  While  that  is  pending,  therefore,  b^ 
uniform  decision  of  the  House,  no  motion  can  be  entertained  to  sus] 
the  rules. 

The  SPEABIER : — ^The  territorial  business  was  made  the  sp 
order  for  the  two  succeeding  days  after  the  propositions  reported  bj 
Conmiittee  of  Thirty-three  had  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BOTELER : — I  want  to  know  if  there  is  any  busiuess,  or 
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be  any  business,  that  should  take  precedence  of  these  propositions  of 
the  Peace  Conference  ? 

Mr.  LOYEJOY: — ^Yes,  sir;  there  are  ten  thousand  things  that 
should  take  precedence. 

The  SPEAKER:— The  Chair  decides  that  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  McClebnand]  has  the  floor,  and  is  entitled  to  make  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to  decide  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Territories  does  not  come  up  to-day? 

The  SPEAKER : — ^The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that,  under  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  rule,  it  would  properly  come  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HATTON :  I  move  to  lay  that  appeal  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HICKMAN :— Upon  that  motion,  I  call  for  tellers. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois :— Before  the  House  divides  upon 
the  appeal,  I  desire  the  Chair  to  state  precisely  what  the  point  of  order 
is  that  we  are  to  vote  upon. 

The  SPEAKER:— The  Chair  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  McClebnaio)]  had  the  floor,  and  was  in  order  in  moving 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  conununicatidh  the 
Chair  desired  to  lay  before  the  House.  From  that  decision  an  appeal 
was  taken,  and  a  motion  made  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table.  The 
question  is  now  upon  the  latter  motion. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^I  rise  to  a  question  of  order  again.  The  Chair  has 
not  stated  my  question  of  order  correctly.  My  point  of  order  was,  that 
the  business  of  the  Territories  was  set  down  as  a  special  order  imme- 
diately after  the  disposal  of  the  business  of  the  Committee  of  Thirty- 
three. 

Mr.  HATTON : — ^I  call  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  order. 

Mr.  GROW : — 1  have  the  right  to  state  my  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER : — ^The  genUeman  from  Pennsylvania  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^It  is,  that  the  Territorial  business  having  been  made 
the  special  order,  comes  up  now  as  the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER:— The  Chair  decides  that  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  obtained  the  floor,  and  had  the  right  to  submit  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^He  had  no  right  to  take  the  floor  from  me  for  any 
such  purpose. 

The  SPEAKER :— The  Chair  overrules  the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^And  from  that  decision  I  take  an  appeal. 
87 
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The  SPEAKER : — ^The  appeal  is  already  pending ;  and  a 
has  been  made  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^I  call  for  tellers  on  the  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Adratw  and  Grow  tv 
pointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — ^forty-seven 
affirmative. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  of  Michigan :— I  move  that  the  House  adj 

Before  the  vote  had  been  taken  on  the  motion,  the  hour  of  : 
rived;  and 

The  Speaker  declared  the  Honse  had  taken  a  recess  iint 
o'clock. 


EVENING  SESSION. 
The  House  reassembled  at  seven  o'clock  p.  m. 

COlOCUinCATION  OF  THE  PEACE  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  GROW : — What  is  the  regular  order  of  business  ? 

The  SPEAKER :— The  Chair  had  decided  that  the  gentlenu 
Illinois  [Mr.  McClernand]  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  to  move  1 
roles  be  suspended  to  receive  a  communication  from  the  Pea 
ference.  From  that  decision  the  gentleman  from  Ponnsjlvani 
Grow]  appealed;  and  a  motion  was  made  to  laj  the  ap{ 
the  table. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND : — ^I  think  we  can  perhaps  agree  to 
rangement  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  gentlemen  upon  bo^x  si 
which  any  difficulty  upon  the  question  of  order  can  be  avoided. 
Hemen  upon  that  side  of  the  House  will  allow  the  propositioi 
presented,  we  are  willing  that  they  shall  be  referred,  and  the 
then  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  territorial  business. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Illinois :— I  hope  that  will  be  done. 

Mr.  LOVEJOY : — ^I  object  to  the  reception  of  the  propositio 

Mr.  HICKMAN : — ^There  are  but  few  members  present, 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HICKMAN :— I  ask  the  Chair  for  his  judgment  whethe 
is  a  quorum  present  or  not. 

The  SPEAKER : — ^In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  a  quorum 
present. 
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Mr.  McCLERNAND : — ^I  inquire  whether  there  is  any  objection 
to  the  propositions  of  the  Peace  Conference  being  taken  up  and  referred? 

Mr.  LOVEJOY: — ^I  certainly  object  in  toto  codo  to  any  such 
proposition. 

Mr.  BOTELER : — ^I  desire  to  ask  thj/}  question :  can  any  member 
object  to  the  reception  of  a  communication  from  the  Peace  Congress  ? 

Mr.  LOVEJOY :— It  is  not  a  Peace  Congress  at  all.  There  is  no 
such  body  known  to  this  House. 

Mr.  BOTELER : — ^I  merely  ask  the  question  for  information,  for  I 
do  not  profess  to  be  familiar  with  the  rules ;  I  desire  to  know  whether 
the  objection  of  a  single  member  can  defeat  the  reception  of  such  a 
proposition,  especially  when  that  single  member  is  known  not  to  be  a 
conservative  man,  but  a  man  opposed  to  all  compromises  ? 

the  SPEAKER :— The  Chair  Will  suggest  that  a  great  deal  of  time 
will  be  saved  by  having  a  call  of  the  House,  as  there  is  evidently  no 
quonmi  present. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  taken.  A  quorum  having  appeared,  the 
House  proceeded  to  dispose  of  several  special  orders,  when,  on  a  motion 
of  postponement,  it  returned  in  this  wise  to  the  Peace  Conference : 

Mr.  LOGAN : — ^I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to 
postpone. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  special  order  was  then  postponed* 

Mr.  McCLERNAND : — ^I  now  move  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  memorial  of  the  Peace  Congress, 
which  assembled  lately  in  this  city. 

Mr.  GROW :— To  be  received  ?    What  for  ? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND : — ^For  reference  I  suppose. 

Mr.  BURNETT : — ^No ;  but  to  get  it  in,  and  put  it  upon  its  passage. 

The  SPEAKER :— The  Chair  understood  the  proposition  to  be, 
that  the  rules  should  be  suspended,  in  order  that  the  paper  should  be 
received  for  reference. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  : — ^I  withdraw  that  part  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  SICEILES  : — ^If  it  be  received,  it  is  then  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  do  with  it  what  it  pleases. 

Mr.  GROW : — ^The  understanding  was  that  the  motion  should  be 
made  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules  only  to  receive  the  proposition. 

Mr.  SICKLES  :— That  is  all  right.  When  the  paper  gets  in,  the 
House  can  do  with  it  what  it  may  deem  fit. 

Mr.  LOVEJOY : — I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
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Mr.  SHERMAN : — ^Is  it  proposed  to  act  on  the  memorial  o 
Peace  Congresa  ? 

Mr.  SICKLES :— If  it  comes  before  the  House,  it  will  be  for 
say  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  it.     [Cries  of  ^'  Call  the  roll 

Mr.  CRAIGE,  of  North  Carolina : — This  motion  is  merely  fo 
suspension  of  the  rules  to  receive  the  proposition,  and  this,  there 
may  be  considered  a  test  vote.     [Cries  of  "  Call  the  roll  I  *'] 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negatire— 
98,  nays  67 ;  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Adrain,  Aldrioh, 
liam  0.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barr,  Barret,  Booock,  Boteler,  Brabson,  Br 
Briggs,  Bristow,  Brown,  Borch,  Burnett,  Campbell,  Horace  F.  Clark, 
B.  Clark,  John  Cochrane,  Corwin,  James  Craig,  John  G.  Davis,  De  Jan 
Dunn,  Etheridge,  Florence,  Foster,  Fouke,  Gamett,  Gilmer,  Hale,* 
Hamilton,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  John  T.  Harris,  Haskin,  Hatton,  Hoard, 
man,  William  Howard,  Hughes,  Jenkins,  Junkin,  William  Kellogg,  Killi 
Kunkel,  Larrabee,  James  M.  Leach,  Leake,  Logan,  Haday,  Hallory,  Char 
Martin,  Maynard,  MoClemand,  MoKenty,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Millson, 
ward,  Laban  T.  Moore,  Moorehead,  Edward  Joy  Morris,  Nelson,  Niblack,  N 
Olin,  Pendleton,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pryor,  Qnarles,  John  H.  Reyi 
Bice,  Biggs,  James  0.  Robinson,  Sickles,  Simms,  William  N.  H.  8 
Spaulding,  Stevenson,  William  Stewart,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Vance,  We^ 
Whiteley,  Winslow,  Woodson,  and  Wright--93. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Alley,  Ashley,  Bingham,  Blair,  Brayton,  Buffinton, 
lingame,  Bnmham,  Carey,  Case,  Cobnrn,  Colfax,  Conway,  Burton  G 
Dawes,  Delano,  Duell,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Ferry,  Frank,  G 
Graham,  Grow,  Gurley,  Hehnick,  Hickman,  Hindman,  William  A.  Ho^ 
Hutchins,  Irvine,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Loomis,  Lovqjoy,  Mel 
Morrill,  Morse,  Palmer,  Perry,  Potter,  Pottle,  Christopher  Robinson,  R 
Ruffin,  Sedgwick,  Sherman,  Somes,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stevens,  Tsr 
Tompkms,  Train,  Vandever,  Van  Wyck,  Wade,  Waldron,  Walton,  Cad 
der  C.  Washburn,  EUihu  B.  Washbume,  Wells,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  "V 
ruff— 6T. 

So  (two  thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof)  the  rules  wew 
suspended. 

During  the  vote, 

Mr.  WOODSON  said:— I  rise  for  information.  What  an 
voting  on  ?  [Cries  of  "  Order ! "]  I  cannot  for  my  life  imagine 
this  can  be  regarded  as  a  test  vote.  I  will  vote  to  receive  the  pro 
tion  of  the  Peace  Conference  ;  but  on  its  passage  I  will  vote  agaim 

The  SPEAKER : — ^The  motion  is,  to  suspend  the  rules  for  th 
ception  of  the  memorial. 
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Mr.  CRAI6E,  of  North  Carolina : — ^I  tmderstood  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  to  state  that  this  was  a  test  vote. 

The  SPEAKER:— The  Chair  cannot  undertake  to  decide  whether 
it  is  a  test  vote  or  not. 

Mr.  John  Coohrakb  stated  that  his  coUeagaes,  Mr.  Clabk  B. 
Cochrane  and  Mr.  Lee,  were  paired. 

Mr.  CRAIGE,  of  North  Carolina : — I  would  have  no  objection, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  permit  this  resolution  to  come  before  the  House,  but  I 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  proclaim  that  this  was  a  test 
vote.  Utterly  opposed  to  any  such  wishy-washy  settlement  of  our 
national  difficulties,  I  vote  '^  no." 

Mr.  Curtis  stated  that  he  was  paired  with  Mr.  Anderson,  of 
Missouri. 

Mr.  FOSTER :— While  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  reception  of 
the  memorial  of  the  Peace  Congress,  of  which  I  was  a  member,  still  I 
am  unwilling  to  be  considered  as  &voring  their  proposition.  Is  this 
vote  a  test  vote  on  that  proposition  ? 

The  SPEAKER :— The  Chair  does  not  think  that  it  is ;  but  each 
gentleman  will  decide  for  himself. 

Mr.  HALE : — ^I  am  willing  to  receive  this  memorial  in  courtesy  to 
the  Peace  Conference ;  and  not  regarding  this  as  a  test  vote,  I  vote 
"  ay." 

Mr.  Leach,  of  Michigan,  stated  that  he  had  paired  with  Mr. 
English,  or  he  would  have  voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  LEAKE  (when  his  name  was  called)  said  that  he  regarded 
this  thing  as  a  miserable  abortion,  forcibly  reminding  one  of  the  old 
fable  of  the  mountain  and  the  mouse ;  nevertheless,  he  was  willing  to 
let  the  mouse  in,  in  order  to  have  the  pleasure  of  killing  it. 

Mr.  RUFFIN : — ^As  it  is  announced  that  this  is  a  test  vote,  I  am 
compelled  to  vote  "  no."  Otherwise,  I  would  have  been  willing  to  let 
die  matter  be  brought  before  the  House  for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  JENKINS  : — ^Who  can  make  this  a  test  vote  ?  Certainly  no 
man  in  this  House.  This  is  a  vote  to  receive  the  memorial,  and 
nothing  more. 

Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  Mr.  Yallandiohah  was  paired  with  Mr. 
Beale. 

Mr.  JuNKiN  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Montgomery,  was  de- 
tained at  home  by  illness. 

Mr.  Nixon  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Stratton,  was  detained 
at  his  room  by  illness,  and  that  if  he  were  present,  he  would  vote  to 
receive  the  memorial  of  the  Peace  Conference. 
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Mr.  Ely  stated  that  his  colleagae,  Mr.  Lee,  was  detaizied  ail 
room  by  indisposition. 

Mr.  Pendleton  stated  that  his  colleagae  was  detldned  at  his  i 
hj  indisposition. 

Mr.  Campbell  stated  that  his  colleagae,  Mr.  Scranton,  "was  al 
from  the  Hall  becaase  of  illness. 

Mr.  POTTER :— As  this  is  a  test  vote,  I  vote  "  no.*' 

Mr.  BRAYTON :— I  understand  this  to  be  a  test  vote,  and  U 
fore  vote  "  no." 

Mr.  HOARD : — ^These  papers  are  not  before  us.  They  are 
printed,  and  we  cannot  be  supposed  to  know  any  thing  of  them ;  a 
would  ask,  therefore,  how  they  can  be  regarded  as  a  test  vote  ?  I 
"ay." 

Mr.  BOCOCK : — ^Mr.  Speaker,  out  of  deference  to  the  Peace  i 
ference,  called  as  it  was  by  my  State,  I  vote  to  receive  this  re] 
But  unless  the  report,  as  it  appears  in  the  papers,  can  be  amende 
cannot  receive  my  approval. 

Mr.  SHERMAN : — ^I  vote  against  this,  simply  because  we  bav 
time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  HINDMAN : — ^I  vote  against  suspending  the  rules,  becai 
desire  to  defeat  the  proposition  of  the  Peace  Conference,  believing 
be  unworthy  of  the  vote  of  any  Southern  man. 

Mr.  Cox  (not  being  within  the  bar  when  his  name  was  ca] 
asked  leave  to  vote. 

Mr.  Washbubne,  of  Illinois,  objected. 

Mr.  6ARNETT : — ^Mr.  Speaker,  intending  and  desiring  to  ex] 
my  abhorrence  of  these  insidious  propositions,  conceived  in  firand 
bom  of  cowardice,  by  giving  a  direct  vote  against  them,  yet  firom 
spect  for  the  conference  which  reported  them,  I  am  willing  to  rec 
them,  and  therefore  now  vote  "  ay." 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virgmia :— I  vote  "  ay,*'  because  I  am  in  £ 
of  the  resolutions  as  a  peace  measure. 

Mr.  MAYNARD: — ^Believing  these  propositions  eminently  ^ 
and  just,  I  will  let  my  vote  stand  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BURNETT :— I  hope  the  Chair  will  enforce  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER : — I  am  trying  to,  all  I  can ;  and  I  hope  g& 
men  will  keep  their  seats  and  preserve  order. 

Mr.  DE  JARNETTE :— I  vote  "  ay,"  mth  the  hope  of  havin| 
opportunity  to  vote  against  the  propositions  of  the  Peace  Confereac 

Mr.  BOTELER:— I  vote  "ay,"  to  introduce  these  propositi 
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becaase  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  do  every  thing,  consistent  with 
honor,  to  preserve  the  peace  and  save  the  Union  of  my  country. 

Mr.  COX : — ^I  desire  to  ask  a  question  ef  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER :— The  Chair  wiU  hear  you. 

Mr.  COX : — I  desire  to  know  whether  or  not  it  will  be  in  order  to 
move  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  me  to  have  my  vote  recorded? 

Mr.  SPEAKER :— No,  sir. 

Mr.  COX : — I  would  like  very  much  to  have  it  recorded  in  favor 
of  these  peace  propositions.     I  vote  "  ay,"  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  HINDMAN : — Consent  is  not  given  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  have  his  vote  recorded. 

The  SPEAKER :— It  is  not  received. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  of  Rhode  Island :— Believing  that  this  is  a  test 
vote,  I  change  my  vote,  and  vote  "  no." 

Mr.  JOIIN  COCHRANE :— I  wish  to  know  whether  the  vote  of 
my  colleague,  Clabk  B.  Cochrane,  is  recorded. 

The  SPEAKER :— It  is  not. 

Mr.  JOIIN  COCHRANE :— I  think  he  has  retired  firom  the  House 
on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family ;  and  I  believe  he  is  laboring  for 
the  Union  in  other  quarters. 

Mr.  MILLSON :— I  desire  to  vote. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  MILLSON : — I  am  entitled  to  vote,  having  been  absent  upon 
a  committee  of  conference.     I  vote  "  ay." 

Mr.  HINDMAN : — ^Is  the  gentleman  entitled  to  vote  under  the 
rules  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  BARR : — Objection  comes  too  late. 

The  SPEAEJBR : — ^It  has  been  usual  to  allow  gentlemen  to  yot« 
under  such  circumstances. 

Mr.  HICKMAN :— Do  the  rules  allow  him  to  vote? 

The  SPEAKER :— The  Chair  supposes  that  is  the  role  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HINDMAN : — ^I  ask  to  have  the  rule  read. 

Mr.  MILLSON : — ^No  rule  of  the  House  cotdd  take  away  the  tight 
of  a  member  to  vote  when  he  is  absent  by  order  of  the  House.  K  the 
rules  deprived  a  member  of  the  right  to  vote  under  such  drcumstanceSi 
it  would  be  void. 

The  result  was  announced  as  above  recorded. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND :— This  vote  divides  the  BepDblieaii  party, 
and  sounds  its  death  knell. 
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REPORTS  OF  DELEGATES  TO  STATES. 

Heport  of  the  Peace  Commisdonera  to  the  Legidature  i 

Virginia. 

To  HU  Excellency  John  Letohes,  Governor  of  Virginia: 

Tha  undersigned  Commissioners,  in  pursuance  of  the  wishes  of  the  • 
eral  Assembly,  expressed  in  the  resolutions  of  the  19th  day  of  January 
repaired  in  due  season  to  the  City  of  Washington.  They  there  found,  oi 
4th  day  of  February,  the  day  suggested  in  the  overture  of  Virginia  1 
Conference  with  the  other  States,  Commissioners  to  meet  them  from 
following  States,  viz. :  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  ( 
Indira,  Illinois,  and  Kentucky.  Subsequently,  during  the  continnanc 
the  Conference,  at  different  periods,  appeared  likewise  Commissioners 
Tennessee,  Massachusetts,  Missouri,  New  York,  Maine,  lowa^  and  Ka 
So  that  before  the  close  twenty-one  States  were  represented  by  Commisi 
ers,  appointed  either  by  the  Legislatures  or  Governors  of  the  respe< 
States.     * 

The  undersigned  communicated  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assei 
to  this  Conference,  and,  both  before  its  committee  appointed  to  recomn 
a  plan  of  adjustment,  and  the  Conference  itself,  urged  the  propositions  kn 
as  the  Cbittenden  resolutions,  with  the  modification  suggested  by  the  < 
eral  Assembly  of  Virginia,  as  the  basis  of  an  acceptable  adjustment. 

They  were  not  adopted  by  the  Conference,  but  in  lieu  thereof;  after  n 
discussion,  and  the  consideration  of  many  proposed  amendments,  the  ar 
with  seven  sections,  intended  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
adopted  by  sections  (not  under  the  rules,  being  voted  on  as  a  whole),  an< 
a  vote  of  the  Conference  (not  taken  by  States),  was  directed  to  be  subnu 
to  Congress,  with  the  request  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  tho  St 
for  ratification,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  the  President  of  the  i 
ference. 

The  undersigned  regret  that  the  Journal  showing  the  proceedings 
votes  in  the  Conference  has  not  yet  been  published  or  furnished  them, 
that  consequently  they  are  not  able  to  present  it  with  this  report.  As  j 
as  received  it  will  be  communicated  to  your  Excellency. 

In  the  absence  of  that  record  it  is  deemed  appropriate  to  state  tha 
the  final  adoption  of  the  first  section,  two  of  the  States,  Indiana  and  Miss< 
did  not  vote,  and  New  York  was  divided,  and  that  the  votes  by  States  ' 
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t 
ayes  9,  nays  8 — ^Virginia,  by  a  minority  of  her  Commissioners,  voting  in  the 

negative. 

The  other  sections  were  adopted  by  ranging  mcgorities  (not  precisely" 
recollected),  and  on  the  fifth  and  seventh  sections  the  vote  of  Virginia  was 
in  the  negative.  The  plan,  when  submitted  to  Congress,  failed  to  receive 
its  recommendation,  and  as  that  body,  having  a4]onrned,  can  take  no  farther 
cognizance  of  it,  the  undersigned  feel  the  contingency  has  arrived  on  which 
they  are  required  to  report,  as  they  herein  do,  the  result  of  their  action. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  TYLER, 
G.  W.  SUMMERS, 
W.  C.  RIVES, 
JAS.  A.  SEDDON. 

The  above  report  having  been  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  Mr. 
Summers  stated  that  the  reason  it  was  not  signed  by  Judge  Brookek- 
BROUGH,  the  other  Virginia  Commissioner,  was  because  that  gentleman 
was  not  in  Richmond.  Mr.  Summers  presented  a  communication  in 
which  Judge  Brockekbrough  stated  his  views  at  length  on  the  propo- 
sitions adopted  by  the  Convention,  and  it  was  printed,  by  vote  of  the 
Legislature,  in  connection  with  the  report. 

After  reviewing  the  different  sections  of  the  propositions  adopted  hj 
the  Peace  Conference,  Judge  Brockenbrough,  in  his  letter,  states  that 
the  said  propositions,  as  an  entirety j  would  have  received  his  vote,  and 
therefore  the  vote  of  Virginia,  in  the  Peace  Conference,  if  it  had  been 
submitted  to  a  vote  in  that  form. 


Beparts  of  the  New  York  Commissioners  to  the  Legislative 
of  thai  State. 

MAJORITY  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  PEACE  CONVENTION. 

March  2Zd,  1861. 
To  the  Honarahle  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Nem  York  : 

The  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York  to  meet  Commissioners  from  other  States  in  the  City  of 
Washington  on  the  fourth  day  of  February,  1861,  upon  the  call  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  by  resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  January,  1861. 

A  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  is  submitted  herewith,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  prior  to  the  presence  of  the  Commissioners  from 
New  York,  that  body  had  been  completely  organized,  rules  of  order  adopted 
which  excluded  all  persons  other  than  members  from  witnessing  its  delibera- 
tions, forbidding  any  publication  or  other  communication  of  .its  proceedings, 
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and  the  taking  of  any  entry  from  its  Joomal  without  leave ;  in  short,  reqii 
ing  all  its  debates  and  acts  to  be  kept  secret.  A  committee  had  also  Ik 
organized  of  one  from  each  State  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  fri 
such  State,  to  which  the  Virginia  resolutions  were  referred,  "  with  all  otl 
propositions  for  the  adjustment  of  existing  differences  between  the  States,  w 
authority  to  report  what  they  might  deem  right,  proper,  and  necessary 
restore  harmony  and  preserve  the  Union ;"  and  this  committee  had  been 
session  two  days  before  your  Commissioners  were  enabled  to  appoint  any  ( 
of  their  number  upon  it.  This  was  done  on  the  eighth  of  February  by  1 
appointment  of  Mr.  Field. 

William  E.  Dodge,  one  of  your  Commissioners,  took  his  seat  in  the  Oonvi 
tion  on  the  seventh  day  of  February,  1861,  and  Messrs.  Field,  Noyes,  Wa 
worth.  Corning,  King,  and  Wool,  on  the  eighth  of  February,  Mr.  Smith  on ' 
eleventh,  and  Judges  James  and  Bronson  on  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  c 
Mr.  Granger,  who  was  appointed  in  the  place  of  Judge  Gardiner,  who  doclin 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  1861. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  by  your  Commissioners  that  the  proceedings 
the  Convention  should  be  open  to  the  public  and  the  press,  and  hence  tl 
advised  and  concurred  in  resolutions  introduced  for  that  purpose,  which  w 
laid  on  the  table  on  the  motion  of  a  Commissioner  from  the  State  of  N 
Jersey.  On  a  subsequent  day  they  also  concurred  in  a  resolution  anthoriz 
the  emfiloyment  of  a  stenographer,  to  "  preserve  accurate  notes  of  the  deba 
and  other  proceedings  of  *  the  Convention,'  which  notes  should  not  be  cc 
municated  to  any  person,  nor  shall  copies  thereof  be  taken,  nor  shall  1 
same  be  made  public  until  after  the  final  acyoumment  of  this  Conventi 
except  in  pursuance  of  a  vote  authorizing  their  publication ;''  but  this  i 
refused,  and  the  resolution  liud  on  the  table  on  motion  of  a  Commissio] 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  a  vote  of  eleven  to  eight,  all  the  Sli 
States  represented  voting  against  it,  with  the  addition  of  the  States 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania.  Before  the  d 
vention  closed  its  session,  the  following  states,  twenty-pne  in  all,  w< 
represented  in  the  Convention:  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentud 
Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  Missouri,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Now  Han 
shire,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Vermont,  Illinois,  Ohio,  India] 
Iowa,  Pennsylvania,  and  Kansas.  With  the  concurrence  of  a  m^ority  of  yc 
Commissioners,  Mr.  Field  offered  in  the  committee  of  one  from  each  State, 
the  fourteenth  of  February,  the  following  proposition : 

"  Each  State  has  the  sole  and  exclusive  right,  according  to  its  own  juc 
ment,  to  order  and  direct  its  domestic  institutions,  and  to  determine  for  its^ 
what  shall  be  the  relation  to  each  other  of  all  persons  residing  or  being  witt 
its  limits;" 

but  it  was  rejected  by  a  migority  of  the  committee,  and  formed  no  part  of : 
report. 

That  committee  made  its  report  on  the  fourteenth  of  February,  unaccoi 
psnied  by  any  written  observations,  in  the  shape  of  an  amendment  to  t 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the  following  words : 
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Abticlk  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  not  embraced  within 
the  limits  of  the  Cherokee  Treaty  Grant,  north  of  a  line  from  east  to  west  on  the 
parallel  of  36"  30'  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punishment 
of  crime,  is  prohibited  whilst  it  shall  be  under  a  Territorial  Government;  and 
in  all  the  territory  south  of  said  line,  the  status  of  persons  owing  service  or 
labor,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed  by  law  while  such  territory  shall 
be  under  a  Territorial  Government ;  and  neither  Congress  nor  the  Territorial 
Government  shall  have  power  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  to  said  territory 
of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service,  within  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  laws  or  usages  of  the  State  from  which  snch  persons  may  be 
taken,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  out  of  said  relations,  which  shall  be 
subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the  Federal  Courts  according  to  the  common 
law;  and  when  any  Territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary 
as  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  required  for  a  member 
of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  Federal  ratio  of  representation,  it  shall,  if 
its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without  involuntary  service  or  labor, 
as  the  constitution  of  such  new  State  may  provide. 

Abt.  2.  Territory  shall  not  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  unless  by 
treaty,  nor  except  for  naval  and  commercial  stations  and  depots,  unless  such 
treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  four-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  the  Senate. 

Abt.  3.  Neither  the  Constitution  nor  any  amendment  thereof  shall  be 
construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control,  within  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  the  relation  established  or  recognized 
by  the  laws  thereof  touching  persons  bound  to  labor  or  involuntary  service 
therein,  nor  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  service  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  without  the  consent  of  Maryland,  and  without  the  consent  of  the 
owners,  or  making  the  owners  who  do  not  consent  just  compensation ;  nor 
the  power  to  interfere  with  or  prohibit  representatives  and  others  from  bring- 
ing with  them  to  the  City  of  Washington,  retaining,  and  taking  away  persons 
so  bound  to  labor ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with,  or  abolish  involuntary 
service  in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  within 
those  States  and  Territories  where  the  same  is  established  or  recognized ;  nor 
the  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transportation  by  land,  sea,  or  river,  of 
persons  lield  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  thereof  where  it  is  established 
or  recognized  by  law  or  usage;  and  the  right  during  transportation  of  touch- 
ing at  ports,  shores,  and  landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  oistress,  shall  exist ; 
nor  shall  Congress  have  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on 
persons  bound  to  labor  than  on  land. 

Art.  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Constitution,  shaU  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the  States,  by 
appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the  action  of  their  judicial  and  ministerial 
officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  labor  to  the  person  to 
whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Abt.  5.  The  foreign  slave-trade  and  the  impoi'tation  of  slaves  into  the 
United  States  and  their  Territories  from  places  beyond  tJie  present  limits 
thereof,  are  forever  prohibited. 

Art.  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  articles,  together  with  this  article  of  these 
amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article 
of  the  Constitution,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the 
fourth  article  thereof,  shall  not  be  amended  or  abolished  without  the  consent 
of  all  the  States. 

Art.  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  to 
the  owner  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all  cases  where  the 
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marshal  or  other  officers,  whoso  duty  it  was  to  arrest  such  fhgitiT^  v 
preyented  from  so  doing  hy  violence  or  intimidation  from  mobs  and  riotc 
assemblies,  or  when  after  sach  arrest  such  fagitive  was  rescaed  hj  for 
and  the  owner  thereby  prevented  and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  his  reme 
for  the  recovery  of  such  fugitive. 

Mr.  Field,  the  member  of  the  committee  from  New  York,  dissented  fin 
this  report,  as  also  did  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Crowninshie 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Seddon,  of  Virginia. 

This  report  was  under  discussion,  and  various  amendments  were  propa 
to  it  until  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  a  minority  of  your  Co 
missioners  steadily  opposing  all  its  provisions  except  that  prohibiting  1 
foreign  slave-trade,  and  most  of  such  mcyority  being  opposed  to  the  si 
mission,  by  the  Convention,  of  any  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  \ 
United  6tate3  at  the  present  time,  and  in  the  present  excited  state  of  1 
public  mind.  During  the  consideration  of  the  report  various  independ 
propositions  were  made  by  the  consent,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  y< 
Commissioners;  among  which  was  one  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Connectic 
presented  on  the  fifteenth  of  February,  in  the  form  of  a  minority  report  fir 
the  committee  upon  the  plan  of  adjustment,  which  concluded  with  a  resolnti 
**That  the  Convention  recommend  to  the  several  States  to  nnite  ^ 
Kentucky  in  her  application  to  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  for  propoe 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  be  submitted  to 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States  or  to  Conventions  therein,  for  ratificati 
as  the  one  or  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  Congress ;"  j 
this  proportion,  after  being  discussed  at  length,  was  lost  on  the  twenty-si 
of  February,  by  a  vote  of  thirteen  States  against  to  nine  in  its  favor,  ami^ 
ity  of  your  Commissioners  casting  the  vote  of  New  York  in  favor  of  it. 

A  proposition  somewhat  similar,  embracing  an  address  to  the  peoph 
the  United  States,  and  containing  a  resolution  for  calling  the  Convention,  -< 
also  submitted  to  the  Convention,  with  the  like  concurrence  of  a  migoritj 
your  Commissioners,  by  Mr.  Tuck  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  eighteenth 
February,  and  on  the  twenty-sixth  was  also  defeated  by  a  vote  of  ele 
States  against  nine. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  your  Commissioners,  with  those  from  a 
eral  other  States,  offered  to  unite  in  a  call  for  a  Convention,  to  be  convenec 
pursuance  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  slave  St« 
uniting  with  several  o^  the  free  States,  uniformly  opposed,  and  at  1 
defeated  it. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  February  Mr.  Vandever,  of  Iowa,  offered 
following  resolution : 

"  JResohedy  That  whatever  may  bo  the  ultimate  determination  upon  1 
amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  or  other  propositions  for  the  adjc 
ment  approved  by  this  Convention,  wo,  the  members,  recommend  our  resp 
tive  States  and  constituencies  to  faithfully  abide  in  the  Union." 

A  motion  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  eleven  to  nin< 
minority  of  your  Commissioners  voting  in  the  negative. 
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On  the  twentieth  of  Febmary,  Mr.  Field,  one  of  yoor  Oommissioners,  at 
the  instance  of  a  majority  of  them,  offered,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tntion  to  be  adopted  bj  the  Convention,  and  proposed  with  any  other  amend- 
ments, that  it  should  recommend  the  following: 

'^  The  Union  of  the  States,  nnder  this  Constitution,  is  indissoluble ;  and  no 
State  can  secede  from  the  Union,  or  nullify  an  act  of  Congress,  or  absolve  its 
citizens  from  their  paramount  obligation  of  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  February,  after  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  get 
rid  of  the  proposition,  on  points  of  order,  it  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  eleven 
States  against  ten,  a  majority  of  your  Commissionors  casting  the  vote  of  New 
York  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Wilmot,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the  following  as  an  amendment  to 
the  seventh  article,  on  the  twenty-first  of  February. 

^*  And  Congress  shall  farther  provide  by  law,  that  the  United  States  shall 
make  full  compensation  to  a  citizen  of  any  State,  who,  in  any  other  State, 
shall  suffer  by  reason  of  violence  or  intimidation  from  mobs  or  riotous  assem- 
blies in  his  person  or  property,  or  in  the  deprivation  by  violence  of  his  rights 
secured  by  this  Constitution." 

A  motion  was  made  to  insert  the  word  ^^  white"  before  ^*  citizen,"  but  it 
failed  by  a  vote  of  eleven  to  ten ;  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February  the 
entire  amendment  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  eleven  to  eight;  your  Com- 
missioners, by  a  msjority,  casting  liie  vote  of  New  York  in  its  favor. 

Several  other  propositions  upon  other  subjects  were  also  submitted  to  the 
Convention,  as  will  appear  by  the  Journal;  but  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to 
refer  to  them  more  particularly,  except,  that  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina,  proposed  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  com- 
mittee's report  by  inserting  after  the  word  ^^line"  in  the  seventh  line  thereof 
the  words  *^  involuntary  servitude  is  recognized;  and  property  in  those  of  the 
African  race  held  to  service  or  labor,  in  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  when 
removed  to  such  territory,  shall  be  protected,"  and  which  was  lost  by  a  vote 
of  seventeen  States  against  to  three  for  it  On  the  twenty-sixth  of  February, 
he  also  moved  to  insert  in  the  same  section,  after  the  words  "  common  law," 
the  words,  "  and  such  rights  shall  be  protected  by  all  departments  of  the 
Territorial  Government  during  its  continuance,"  which  the  Prendent  ruled 
out  of  order,  as  the  section  had  been  previously  gone  through  in  detail,  and 
was  only  before  the  Convention  on  its  final  passage. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  a  plan  of  acyustment,  already  mentioned, 
came  up  for  consideration  on  its  final  passage,  after  many  amendments  had 
been  made  to  it,  as  will  appear  by  the  Journal,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of 
February,  in  the  following  form,  and  was  ultimately  thus  adopted,  by  the 
votes  stated  at  the  end  of  each  section : 

Abticlb  XTTT. 

Section  I.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States  north  of  the 
parallel  of  86^  80'  of  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punish- 
ment of  crime,  is  prohibited.    In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  line, 
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the  ttatui  of  persons  held  to  involuntary  ser 
shall  not  be  changed :  nor  shall  any  law  be  pa 
torial  Legislature  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  tal 
of  the  States  of  this  Union  to  said  Territory,  i 
from  said  relation ;  but  the  same  shall  be  sn 
the  Federal  Courts  according  to  the  course  of 
When  any  Territory  north  or  south  of  saic 
Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  popuL 
a  member  of  Congress,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
or  without  involuntary  servitude,  as  the  o< 
provide. 

Yeas. — Delaware,  Dlinoij,  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Tennessee— 9. 

Nats. — Connecticut,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachnsettc 
Vermont,  and  Virginia — 8. 

Divided. — New  York  and  Kansas — 2, 

Not  Voting. — Indiana. 

Sko.  II.  No  territory  shall  be  acquired  by  t 
covery,  and  for  naval  and  commercial  statio 
without  the  concurrence  of  a  m^ority  of  all  l 
allow  involuntary  servitude,  and  a  mtuority  o 
which  prohibit  that  relation ;  nor  shall  territo 
the  votes  of  a  miyority  of  the  Senators  from  ei 
mentioned  be  cast  as  a  part  of  the  two-thi 
ratification  of  such  treaty. 

Yeas. — Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
sylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — I. 

Nats. — Ck>nnecticat,  lUinds,  Iowa,  Maine,  Mi 
Hampshire,  and  Vermont — 8. 

Divided. — New  York  and  Kansas — 2, 

Seo.  in.  Neither  the  Constitution  nor  an 
construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regulate, 
State,  the  relation  established  or  recognized  bj 
sons  neld  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  tli< 
abolish  involuntary  service  in  the  District  of 
of  Maryland,  nor  without  the  consent  of  the 
who  do  not  consent  just  compensation ;  nor  1 
prohibit  representatives  and  others  from  brin^ 
of  Columbia,  retaining,  and  taking  away,  pers< 
nor  the  power  to  interfere  with,  or  abolish  inv< 
tiie  exclusive  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
tories  where  the  same  is  established  or  recogni 
the  removal  or  transportation  of  persons  held 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States 
thereof  where  it  is  established  or  recognized 
during  transportation,  by  sea  or  river,  of  touc 
ings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  sha 
transit  in,  or  through  any  State  or  Territory, 
laws  thereof;  nor  shall  Congress  have  powe 
of  taxation  on  persons  held  to  labor  or  servi< 
into  the  District  of  Columbia  of  persons  held 
placing  them  in  depots  to  be  afterwards  trai 
ohandise,  is  prohibited. 
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TsAS. — ^Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Caro- 
line, Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 12. 

Nats. — Connecticut,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Vermont — Y. 

DiYiDKD. — New  York  and  Kansas — 2. 

Sko.  IV.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  shall  not  he  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the  States,  hy 
appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the  action  of  their  judicial  and  ministerial 
officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  lahor  to  the  person  to 
whom  such  lahor  or  service  is  due. 

Yeas. — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New 
Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  and 
Virginiar-16. 

Nats. — Iowa,  Mfune,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Hampshire — i. 

Divided. — ^New  York  and  Kansas — 2. 

Seo.  V.  The  foreign  slave-trade  is  hereby  forever  prohibited ;  and  it 
shall  he  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
slaves,  coolies,  or  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  into  the  United  States  and 
the  Territories,  from  places  beyond  the  limits  thereof. 

Yeas. — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Ver- 
mont, and  Kansas — Id. 

Nats. — Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia — 6. 

Seo.  VI.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  sections,  together  with  this  section  of 
these  amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section 
of  the  fourth  article  thereof  shall  not  be  amended  or  abolished  without  the 
consent  of  all  the  States. 

Yeas. — ^Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode  Island,  and  Tennessee — 11. 

Nats.— Connecticut,  Indiima,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Virginia — 9. 

Divided. — ^New  York. 

Seo.  VII.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law,  that  the  United  States  shall  pay 
to  the  owner  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor  in  all  cases  where  the 
marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  was  pre- 
vented from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation  from  mobs  or  riotous 
assemblies,  or  when  after  arrest  such  fugitive  was  rescued  by  like  violence 
or  intimidation,  and  the  owner  thereby  deprived  of  the  same;  and  the  accept- 
ance of  such  payment  shall  preclude  the  owner  from  further  claim  to  such 
fugitive.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to  citizens  of  each 
State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

Yeas. — ^Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  Hamp- 
ihire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 12. 

Nats.-— Connecticut,  Iowa,  Maine,  North  Carolina,  Missouri,  and  Vermont — Y. 

Divided. — New  York. 

Not  Votiko. — ^Massachusetts. 

When  the  question  was  first  taken  on  the  first  section,  it  was  lost  by  a 
rote  of  eleven  States  against  it  to  eight  in  its  favor,  a  nugority  of  your  Com- 
nissioners  casting  the  vote  of  New  York  against  it.  A  motion  was  imme- 
liately  made  to  reconsider,  which  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Granger,  one  of  the 
Hommissioners  from  New  York,  and  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  fourteen  State* 
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citizens  of  the  free  States ;  the  only  one  of  that  character— that  in  relation  to 
secnring  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  dtizens 
of  the  several  States — having  been  yoted  down  as  a  direct  proposition  when 
offered  by  Mr.  Wilmot,  and  only  adopted  in  an  indirect  way  at  the  end  of  the 
section  requiring  payment  to  be  made  by  Congress  for  rescned  slaves.  In 
like  manner  the  absolute  right  of  secession  in  every  State  as  inherent  under 
the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States  was  claimed  to  exist  by  members  of  the 
Convention  from  the  slave  States,  accompanied  by  a  denial  of  any  right  in 
the  General  Government  to  coerce  obedience  to  it,  or  to  enforce  the  laws  for 
the  collection  of  revenue.  And  although  all  the  delegates  from  the  slave 
States  did  not  take  this  ground,  yet  in  several  instances  a  migority  of  the 
delegates  from  several  of  them  did  so,  and  the  States  themselves  generally 
voted  against  all  propositions  to  the  contrary.  The  article  proposed  by  your 
Commissioners  denying  the  right  of  nullification  and  secession  was  defeated 
in  accordance  with  these  views ;  so  that  in  effect  slave  States,  and  such  of  the 
free  States  as  voted  with  them,  would  not  consent  so  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion as  to  deny  the  right  of  nullification  and  secession,  even  if  all  the  guaran- 
tees demanded  by  the  slave  interest  were  accorded  to  it.  In  addition,  many 
of  the  delegates  from  the  slave  States  declared  that  it  was  the  fixed  determi- 
nation of  those  States  to  stand  by  the  States  that  had  seceded  from  the 
Union,  and  to  aid  them  in  resisting  it,  even  if  such  guarantees  were  given; 
and  that  they  would  resist  any  attempts  to  coerce  tibem,  or  to  enforce  the 
revenue,  or  any  other  laws  within  their  limits,  without  their  consent.  In 
other  words,  they  claimed  a  right  to  remain  in  the  Union  under  the  Con- 
stitution, with  its  new  guarantees  of  slavery,  and  yet  to  obstruct  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government,  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  to  aid 
those  who  were  in  open  rebellion  against,  and  had  made  war  upon  it  Under 
tliese  circumstances  your  Commissioners  did  not  deem  it  consistent  with 
justice,  or  the  respect  due  to  their  own  State,  to  give  their  assent  to  any 
of  the  proposed  amendments,  except  that  prohibiting  the  slave-trade-— and 
even  that,  in  their  opinion,  was  unnecessary,  as  no  enlightened  legislative 
body  would  dare  to  propose  to  reestablish  that  infamous  traffic. 

Third, — ^By  the  first  section  of  the  proposed  amendments,  slavery  is 
c(yMtitutionally  established  in  all  of  the  territory  south  of  the  line  of  86**  80', 
and  all  control  over  it  by  Congress  or  the  territorial  legislatures  is  abso- 
lutely taken  away  during  its  territorial  condition.  In  effect,  there  is  to  be  no 
law  for  slavery,  its  permanency  and  existence  being  provided  for,  except  the 
will  of  the  master  and  the  present  odious  slave  code  of  New  Mexico.  These 
are  fastened  upon  every  inch  of  the  soil  of  that  immense  region,  beyond  even 
the  power  of  the  people  to  remove  them,  however  much  they  may  desire  to 
do  so,  prior  to  the  formation  of  a  State  government.  Slavery  must  there- 
fore be  the  normal  condition  of  the  territory,  while  the  State  is  in  the  process 
of  formation  and  organization ;  and  the  inevitable  result  must  be,  that  free 
labor  and  free  institutions  will  be  excluded,  and  no  free  State  formed  within 
its  limits.  As  the  territory  was  free  from  Uie  blight  of  slavery  when  acquired, 
38 
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your  OommiBsioners  could  not  assent  to  its  being  changed  into  alav 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.--The  second  section  of  the  proposed  amendments  give 
slave  States  an  absolute  negative  upon  the  acquisition  of  free  ten 
every  possible  mode  by  which  it  can  be  acquired ;  and  in  giving  red 
the  same  right  to  free  States  as  to  acquiring  slave  territory,  also  fel 
operations  of  the  General  Government  bolii  in  peace  and  war,  d 
it  to  some  extent  of  the  exercise  of  perfect  sovereignty,  and  at  the  sa 
sanctioning,  and  perpetuating  in  the  organic  law,  an  odious  discrimiii 
favor  of  an  institution  peculiar  to  the  slave  States,  and  at  variance  ^ 
humane  principles  of  the  age.  The  free  States  do  not  need  any  si 
power  in  their  favor,  and  the  slave  States  would  not  demand  it  e^ 
maintain  and  preserve  for  slavery  a  balance  of  power  hitherto  olain 
to  some  extent  exercised  by  them,  for  which  they  secure  by  this  am< 
a  constitutional  perpetuation.  No  well-founded  objection  seems  to 
regard  to  the  acquisition  of  free  territory,  unless  it  be  that  it  is  obt 
order  to  convert  it  into  slave  soil ;  and  your  Conmiissioners  could  not 
to  give  to  a  single  interest,  that  of  slavery,  a  negative  upon  such  acqi 
They  have  always  regarded  slavery  as  a  local  institution,  depending  soh 
the  laws  of  the  States  in  which  it  was  permitted  for  its  existence ;  a 
did  not  deem  it  expedient  or  just  to  recognize  it  as,  or  elevate  it  to,  1 
of  a  positive  governmental  power,  by  clothing  it  with  the  right  to  u 
one  of  the  ordinary  and  most  essential  functions  of  the  Gk)vemment. 
except  as  a  limited  basis  of  representation,  has  now  no  political  p 
authority  under  the  Constitution ;  the  wise  and  good  men  who  frui 
instrument  cautiously  withheld  it  in  all  other  respects;  and  yoc 
missioners  find  in  the  history  of  the  aggressions  of  the  slave  inten 
additional  reasons  for  confining  it  within  its  original  limits. 

Fifth. — ^To  BO  much  of  the  third  article  as  declares  that  the  Com 
nor  any  amendment  of  it,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  give  Congress  th 
to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control  slavery  within  any  State,  there  was  n 
tion,  as  it  has  never  been  seriously  claimed  that  any  such  power  wa 
but  this  provision  is  connected  with  so  many  objectionable,  not  to  sa; 
ones,  that  your  Commissioners  felt  themselves  bound  to  vote  ag 
These  surrender  all  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  District  of  Colum 
over  other  places  within  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  in  req)ect  of  alav 
its  ultimate  extinction,  however  much  the  people  of  the  United  Stat< 
progress  of  civilization  and  humanity  may  desire  it;  and  by  the  sixtb 
this  provision  is  made  unalterable  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
The  influences  produced  by  the  existence  of  slavery  at  the  National 
upon  public  men  and  public  measures,  are  well  known ;  and  while  tl 
be  tolerated,  as  they  have  been,  without  any  desire  to  exercise  the  p 
eradicating  the  cause  of  the  evil,  still  a  sound  policy  requires  that  th 
should  not  be  abandoned.  Connected  with  this  surrender  of  a  well 
and  necessary  power,  are  other  provbions  in  regard  to  the  transit  c 
through  the  free  States ;  in  effect,  permitting  the  carrying  on  of  the 
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daye-trade  through  these  States,  unless  thej  pass  laws  forbidding  it  This 
trade  through  the  free  States  is  not  made  dependent  upon  the  consent  of  the 
States,  but  is  made  lawful  without  dissent;  and  the  result  is,  that  if  thia 
amendment  shall  be  adopted,  every  free  State  will  find  it  necessary  to  legis- 
late for  its  exclusion,  or  to  permit  and  regulate  the  transit  by  its  own  laws. 
These  laws  would  be  deemed  odious  by  the  slave  States,  and  would  produce 
dissatisfaction  and  irritation.  Besides,  in  most  of  the  free  States,  the  normal 
legal  condition  of  every  person  is  that  of  freedom ;  this  constitutional  provi- 
sion would  at  once  change  the  local  law  of  the  State,  and  operate  as  a  positive 
recognition  of  slavery  in  the  absence  of  any  new  enactment  Thus,  every 
free  State  would  find  itself  compelled  to  adopt  a  slave  code,  more  or  less 
extensive  in  its  character,  regulating  or  excluding  the  inter-state  slave- 
trade.  Taking  this  in  connection  with  the  fourth  section,  authorizing  the 
States  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  by  their  judicial  and 
ministerial  officers  to  enforce  Uieir  delivery,  contrary  to  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  which  declares  all  such  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  States  unconstitutional,  it  is  apparent  that  the  legislatures  of 
all  tiie  free  States  would  be  beset  by  hordes  of  persons  in  the  interest  of  the 
slave  power  for  the  passage  of  laws  protecting  slavery  within  their  limits. 
No  means,  however  impure,  would  be  omitted  to  obtain  them ;  and  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  a  slave  code  upon  the  subject  of  transit  of  f^igitives,  more  or  less 
stringent  in  its  character,  would  soon  find  its  way  into  every  statute  book. 
When  the  States  now  free  abolished  shivery  within  their  own  limits,  they 
intended  to  get  rid  of  the  evil  entirely,  not  only  in  practice  but  as  a  necessity 
of  legislation ;  these  provisions  compel  a  return  to  it,  and  involve  the  adop- 
tion of  new  laws  for  its  regulation  or  exclusion. 

Seventh. — The  sixth  section  makes  most  of  the  amendments  which  give  a 
constitutional  protection  to  slavery,  unalterable  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
States.  It  also  includes  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which  pro-, 
vides  that  "  representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  according  to  their  respective  members,"  including  three-fifths 
of  all  slaves,  &c. ;  and  that  portion  of  the  fourth  article  which  requires  the 
delivering  up  of  fugitive  slaves.  Thus,  a  preference  is  given  to  tiie  sUve 
interest  over  every  other;  these  may  all  be  afiected  by  a  constitutional 
amendment,  ratified  or  adopted  by  three-fourths  of  the  States;  but  the  slave 
clauses  are  to  remain,  except  by  universal  consent,  fixed  and  immovable.  No 
such  protection  is  given  to  freedom;  none  to  the  property  of  free  men,  unless 
it  be  what  is  called  property  in  slaves ;  none  to  the  freedom  of  the  press ;  none 
to  the  religion  of  the  citizen,  or  to  the  rights  of  conscience.  Iliese  rights, 
more  sacred  than  any  other,  are  deemed  of  less  importance,  and  are  secured 
by  less  guarantees  than  the  right  to  hold  a  fellow  man  in  bondage  and  to 
traffic  in  his  flesh.  Moreover,  the  three-fifth  representation  of  slaves,  and 
only  the  same  rate  of  direct  taxation,  are  perpetual  by  the  same  rigid  provi- 
sion. This  not  only  gives  to  the  skve  States  a  representation  of  three-fifths 
of  their  slave  property,  but  it  secures  to  them  an  exemption  from  taxation  on 
the  same  property  to  the  extent  of  two-fifths.    But  no  property  whatever, 
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the  Bnpreme  Oonrt  of  the  United  States,  that  the  Oonrt  waa  waiting  for  me 
in  a  case  which  had  stood  n^n  the  docket  since  December,  1869,  and  was 
now  for  the  first  time  reached  m  its  order.  The  case  was  of  gi^at  importance, 
for  upon  its  result  depended  the  dosLng  or  reopening  of  a  fitigation  which  I 
had  conducted  for  nineteen  years,  which  had  embraced  in  its  different  forms 
more  than  eighty  suits,  and  in  the  course  of  which  the  Courts  of  the  State 
and  of  the  United  States  had  come  into  direct  conflict.  All  the  tribunals  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  where  the  question  had  been  raised,  had  decided 
against  my  clients.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  a  majority 
of  two,  had  once  decided  in  their  favor. 

The  present  case  was  to  determine  whether  the  Court  would  adhere  to  its 
former  decision.  The  stake  of  my  clients  was  therefore  immense,  and  I  waa 
their  only  counseL 

The  case  being  called  after  my  arrival  in  Court,  the  Chief  Justice  observed 
that,  as  it  was  too  late  to  beffin  that  day,  the  argument  would  proceed  first 
the  next  morning,  at  eleven  o*dock,  unless  the  Attorney-General  should  claim 
precedence  in  another  case.  Then,  tliinking  that  the  Convention  would  close 
Its  business  during  the  day,  I  hastened  back,  and  the  question  being  soon 
taken,  I  cast  the  vote  of  the  State  against  tlie  proposition  before  the  Con- 
vention, and  it  was  rejected  by  11  to  8. 

A  reconsideration  was  moved  and  carried,  and  an  adjournment  taken  to 
half-past  seven  in  the  evening.  At  that  hour  I  returned  to  the  Convention, 
but  to  my  disappointment,  and  in  spite  of  my  efforts,  it  adjourned  to  the 
next  morning  at  ten  o^dock,  a  minority  of  my  associates  voting  for  the  ad- 
journment. 

The  next  morning  I  endeavored  to  procure  a  meeting  of  the  dele^tion 
before  ten  oVlock,  that  I  might  obtain  a  formal  instruction  to  the  Chairman 
in  my  absence  to  cast  a  vote  of  the  State  against  the  proposed  amendments. 
Kot  being  able,  however,  to  obtain  the  earlier  attendance  of  all  the  members, 
I  waited  till  they  appeared  in  the  hall  of  the  Convention,  and  there,  shortly 
before  eleven  o'clock,  I  called  them  together,  and,  all  being  present,  a  resolu- 
tion, in  contemplation  of  my  absence,  was  moved  and  carried,  that  "  the 
Chairman  declare  that  New  York  voted  No  on  each  section."  Thereupon 
requesting  Mr.  King  to  act  as  temporary  Chairman  in  my  absence,  and  when 
New  York  was  called  to  cast  the  vote  in  the  negative,  pursuant  to  the  resolu- 
tion, I  loft  the  hall  and  drove  to  the  Capitol  as  rapidly  as  possible,  tiiat  I 
might  be  present  at  the  opening  of  the  Court 

Was  it  reasonable,  nav,  was  it  possible,  that  I  should  do  otherwise  ?  It 
is  known  to  be  a  rule  of  tne  Supreme  Court  not  to  postpone  an  argument  for 
other  engagements  of  counseL  If  neither  counsel  is  present,  the  case  goes  to 
the  foot  of  the  docket,  to  be  reached  again  only  after  two  or  three  years ;  if 
one  of  the  counsel  only  appears,  he  mskes  an  oral  argument,  and  a  printed 
brief  is  submitted  on  the  other  side.  In  my  view,  it  would  have  been  trifling 
with  the  rights  of  my  clients  either  to  submit  tiieir  case  on  a  printed  brief  or 
to  postpone  it  for  two  years.  I  had  no  one  to  send  to  the  Court  in  my  place. 
To  despatch  a  letter  with  an  excuse  was  a  liberty  I  did  not  feel  justified  in 
taking,  and  if  taken,  it  might  fail  of  its  object,  as  the  Court,  when  informed 
of  the  circumstanceia,  must  have  believed  that  no  member  of  the  delegation 
would  take  advantage  of  my  absence  if  he  could,  and  that  he  could  not  if  he 
would,  since  the  vote  had  been  already  determined  in  a  meeting  of  the  dele- 
gation, and  that  determination  could  not  be  reconsidered  or  changed  without 
the  desertion  to  the  minority  of  one  of  the  majority. 

But  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  others,  my  duty  appeared  to  myself 
extremely  plain.  There  was  noming  to  be  done  in  the  Convention  but  the 
merely  ministerial  duty  of  declaring  what  had  already  been  determined,  which 


598  APPENDIX. 

duty  could  certainly  be  performed  by  another  as  well  as  mysell^  wh: 
other  hand,  no  one  but  myself  could  act  in  Conrt  for  my  clients. 
that  some  of  my  associates  expressed  to  me  their  apprehension 
minority  might  appeal  to  the  Convention,  and  that  the  Oonventi 
arbitrarily  oyermle  the  delegation ;  bnt  I  answered  them  as  I  ret 
that  neither  the  minority  of  the  delegation  nor  the  Oonyention  itsel 
right  to  interpose.  We  were  not  asking  a  favor,  bat  exercising 
Whether  a  person  not  present  could  vote  was  not  the  question.  Pe 
not  vote  except  on  unimportant  questions  and  by  general  consent 
voted ;  the  vote  of  each  State  was  delivered  by  its  Chairman,  who 
the  voices  of  his  delegation  and  announced  the  result.  There  was  n 
the  reason  of  the  thing,  nothing  in  any  rule  or  usage  of  the  Co: 
which  required  the  voices  of  the  delegation  to  be  collected  at  the  i 
announcing  the  result.  They  might  be  collected  one  minute  before 
as  in  the  present  instance,  ten  minutes,  or  twice  ten  minutes.  All  t 
be  required  was,  that  each  member  should  give  his  own  judgment 
particular  proposition,  and  the  sum  of  these  judgments  it  was  the  sole 
of  the  Chairman  to  make  known.  There  could  be  no  occasion 
standing  by  his  side  while  he  performed  this  duty  unless  he  nee 
support  or  they  feared  his  wealmess. 

I  have  said  that  there  was  no  rule  of  the  Convention  whiofa 
the  matter  otherwise ;  on  the  contrary,  the  rule  as  to  the  mode  of 
the  18th — was  as  follows : 

''18.  Mods  of  Yotino:  All  Totes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  and  each  Sti 
one  vote.  The  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  shall  not  be  taken,  or  pnblii 
the  decision  by  states.*' 

On  the  twenty-first  of  February,  Mr.  Dent,  of  Maryland,  m 
adoption  of  the  foUowing  rule : 

"When  the  vote  on  any  question  is  taken  by  States,  any  Commissioner 
from  the  vote  of  his  State  may  have  his  dissent  entered  on  the  jonmaL" 

Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  ofifered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  M 
rule. 

'*  The  yeas  and  nays  of  the  Commissioners  of  each  State,  upon  any  quei 
be  entered  upon  the  Journal,  when  it  is  desired  by  any  Commissioner ;  and  f 
each  State  shall  be  determined  by  the  majority  of  Conmiissioners  present  1 
State." 

Mr.  Chase's  substitute  was  rejected,  and  Mr.  Dent's  rule  adopted 
The  usage  of  the  Convention  may  be  understood  by  a  single 
The  Maine  delegation  consisted  of  her  two  Senators  and  six  membe 
House  of  Representatives.  One  member  only  attended  for  the  gre 
of  the  Convention,  and  oast  the  vote  of  the  State.  Indeed  it  was  a 
practice  for  members  to  absent  themselves  and  leave  their  assodat 
for  them. 

The  State  of  New  York  had,  moreover,  decided  for  herself  in  whai 
her  Commissioners  should  speak  for  her,  by  declaring  in  the  joint  r 
of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  that  they  should  cast  uieir  **  votes  to 
mined  by  a  m^ority  of  their  number,"  not  the  majority  of  those  wl 
happen  to  be  present  at  a  particular  instant  on  the  floor  of  the  Coi 
but  a  m^ority  of  the  whole  number.  Suppose,  upon  a  question  hi 
the  delegation  had  met  for  consultation,  and  by  a  formal  resoli 
termined  that  the  vote  of  the  State  be  No ;  then,  instructingtheir  ( 
to  cast  the  vote  accordingly,  had  separated,  and  all  but  the  Chaimu 
iVom  the  hall,  could  he  Uiereupon  have  changed  the  vote  to  Aye.  b< 
disagreed  with  the  majority  and  alone  remained  on  the  floor!    Or  < 
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Convention  have  refased  this  vote  of  the  State?  And  if  not,  how  is  thai 
question  different  from  the  one  here? 

It  was,  therefore,  I  must  think  with  good  reason,  assumed  bj  me  when  I 
left  the  hall,  that  if  the  question  should  be  put  in  mj  absence,  which  by  the 
way  I  considered  unoertam,  as  the  debate  then  going  on  might  last  for  hours, 
and  I  hoped  still  to  find  some  means  of  deferring  mj  argument  to  the  next 
day,  I  might  certainly  depend  on  the  vote  of  New  York  being  declared 
again  as  it  had  been  declared  before,  never  doubting  for  a  moment  the  ability 
and  the  will  of  my  associates  to  defend  against  all  opposition  the  rights  of  tiie 
State,  their  own  rights,  and  mine. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Court  I  did  not  succeed  in  my  desire  to  defer  my 
argument  to  the  next  day;  but  had  I  done  so,  it  would  have  made  no  differ- 
ence, as  the  vote  in  the  Convention  must  have  been  called  before  I  reached 
the  Capitol. 

What  occurred  in  my  absence  I  can  only  know  from  report.  Five  differ- 
ent statements  are  given :  one  by  Mr.  King  in  a  published  letter,  another  by 
the  secretary  of  the  delegation  in  the  minutes  kept  by  him,  the  third  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation,  who  had  the  best  opportunity  to 
observe  what  was  passing,  the  fourth  by  the  secretary  in  a  correspondence 
with  me,  and  the  fifth  in  the  published  Journal  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  King^s  statement  of  what  occurred  in  my  absence  is  as  follows : 

**  The  vote  od  the  amendment  soon  followed,  and  before  New  York  was  called  I 
asked  my  colleagues  what  vote  should  be  ffiyen,  and  the  reply  was  that  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Field  the  vote  was  divided.  Nevermeless,  I  stated  the  case  to  the  ConvenUon, 
and  asked  permission  to  cast  the  vote  as  before.  This  was  objected  to  by  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  minority,  and  permission  hayinff  been  refused  by  the  Convention, 
by  direction  of  my  colleagues  when  the  State  was  caJled  I  answered  that  the  vote  was 
divided." 

The  other  statements  are  subjoined,  and  numbered,  1,  2,  8,  4,  and  5. 

From  a  comparison  of  these  statements  it  appears. 

First:  That  the  direction  given  to  Mr.  King,  when  the  whole  delegation 
were  together,  regularly  convened,  in  contemplation  of  my  absence,  was  to 
"  declare  that  New  York  voted  No." 

Second :  That  instead  of  confining  himself  to  that  duty,  he  began  imme- 
dietely  upon  my  departure,  and  before  the  vote  was  demanded,  to  ask  anew. 
^^  what  vote  should  be  given? "  and  when  the  vote  was  demanded,  instead  oi 
voting  No,  *^  stated  the  case  to  the  Convention,  and  asked  permission  to  oast 
the  vote  as  before." 

Third :  That  Mr.  King^s  colleagues,  though  they  had  just  resolved,  in 
expectation  of  my  absence,  that  he  should  **  declare  that  New  York  voted 
No,"  yet  "  before  New  York  was  called,"  and  of  course  before  any  intima- 
tion from  the  Convention  or  its  President,  in  answer  to  his  question,  "  What 
vote  shall  be  given  ? "  replied,  "  that  in  Mr.  field's  absence,  the  vote  was 
divided,"  and  directed  him  so  to  declare. 

Fourth :  That  the  Convention  never  "  decided  that  no  person  could  vote 
who  was  not  present."  Whatever  was  done,  was  done  between  the  delega- 
tion and  Mr.  Tyler.  No  order  was  taken  by  the  Convention,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  objection  on  the  part  of  the  minority  of  the  delegation  was 
that  "the  Conventibn  had  no  control  or  authority  in  the  matter." 

What  caused  this  departure  from  the  course  of  proceedings  prescribed  by 
the  resolution  does  not  clearly  appear.  The  delegation  did  not  rescind  the 
resolution ;  the  Convention  did  not  reverse  it.  I  do  not  understand  that  my 
associates  consider  it  a  nullity— certainly  they  could  not  have  so  considered  it 
when  it  was  passed*  I  have  not  sufficient  evidence  that  they  changed  their 
minds  within  ten  minutes,  or  that  they  have  changed  them  yet    That  the 
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reBolntion  was  not  a  nullity,  but  an  aathori 
member  of  the  delegation,  until  dnlj  reooi 
believe  stUL 

I  submit,  therefore,  that  mj  reason  for  a 
was  not  only  sufficient  but  imperative ;  and  if 
have  incurred  the  reproach  of  my  clients,  anc 
ing  men ;  that  before  I  left  the  Convention,  I 
been  done,  but  kU  that  was  neoessaij,  to  mak 
against  the  proposed  amendments  of  the  Ooni 
to  record  the  vote  of  New  York  as  it  was  ore 
or  omission  of  mine,  but  to  the  efforts  of  the 
some  of  them,  to  prevent  an  expresaon  of  tJ 
to  the  failure  of  my  associates  of  the  minority 
had  been  resolved  when  I  was  present. 

It  is  certainly  with  regret  that  I  write  thi 
a  statement  in  which  we  all  could  Join,  but 
into  any  joint  relation  of  the  facts. 

I  hope,  also,  it  will  not  be  inferred  from  a 
do  not  regret  the  omission  to  record  New  T 
peared  to  me  an  unwise  and  pemidous  propoi 
of  the  vote  has  been  greatly  magnified,  and  1 
not  have  been  different  if  the  vote  of  Ne^ 
believe  some  of  the  States  not  voting  would, 
affirmative ;  and  even  if  it  had  been  othen 
Convention  was  of  no  importance  whatever; 
of  which  we  are  so  proud,  to  appear  always, 
on  the  side  of  Freedom ;  ever  loyal  to  the  C 
placing  there  a  guaranty  to  slavery  beyond  tl 

New  Yobk,  March  20«A,  1861. 


h'-EiBtraa/fcm  ths  Mimau  of  the  Nmo  York  J) 

tt 

**  New  York  delegation  met  in  the  room,  and  Id 
York  delegation  Yote  No  on  each  of  the  sections  oi 
Coming,  Bronson,  Granger,  Wool^  and  Dodge  opi 
York  be  given  on  each  section  as  it  was  called.  T 
to  haye  the  Chairman  declare  that  New  York  voted 

*'The  question  on  the  first  section  being  call 
members  of  the  delegation  beinff  called  away  to  tl 
tion  had  taken  a  vote  before  he  left,  and  he  appea] 
to  hare  it  so  cast,  stating  that  the  vote  of  the  delegi 
ous  day. 

**  The  Convention  decided  that  no  person  coold 

**  The  delegaUon  waa  divided." 


IL-'JAtUr /rem  ihs  Chairman  of  the  . 


"Mr  DsAB  Sib:— Your  favor  of  the  6th  install 
the  fact  that  *  my  seat  in  the  Peace  Convention  i 
President's  chair,  between  him  and  the  New  York  < 
you  what  took  place  on  the  occasion  of  the  vote 
mornins  of  the  27th  February.    What  I  observed  i 

'*  When  the  vote  of  New  York  was  called  for. 


■V 
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■nbitance  that  joa  b«d  s  short  time  before  left  the  ConyentioD  to  arffne  s  case  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  had  been  assiped  for  that  morninK*  and  asked  the  permission 
of  the  GoDYention  to  giro  the  vote  of  the  State  in  your  absence,  the  same  as  thon|di 
j^on  were  present  To  this  one  of  the  Commissioners,  Mr.  Cominf  I  think  it  was,  ob- 
jected, saying  that  the  rote  o$  Jfew  York  was  to  be  given  as  her  Commissioners  who 
were  present  should  decide,  and  that  the  Conyention  had  no  control  or  authoritj  in 
the  matter.  Some  conyersation  was  then  had  between  the  Commissioners  who  fayored 
and  those  who  opposed  the  pending  proposition,  which  I  did  not  hear  with  suffident 
distinctness  to  understand,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  Goyemor  King  announced  that  the 
yote  of  New  York  was  diyided. 

**  This  is  the  substance  of  what  occurred,  so  far  as  I  obsenred  it. 

"  With  great  respect,  your  friend, 

"J.  Z.  GOODRICH. 
"To  DAyiD  Dddlkt  Fold,  Esq.,  New  York." 


UL—ZeUer  to  ths  S^cnUtry  of  the  OmverUian. 

"  New  Yobk,  Jfareh  4th,  1861. 
"Dear  Sis:— Was  any  resolution  passed  by  the  Conyention  on  Wednesday,  the 
27th  of  February,  respectmg  the  riffht  of  New  York  to  yote,  or  affecting  the  yote  of 
that  State  in  the  absence  of  any  of  ner  Commissioners  f  On  one  side  I  am  told  that 
there  was  such  a  resolution  passed,  or  yote  taken,  in  my  absence ;  on  the  other  dde, 
I  am  told  that  there  was  not.  If  one  was  passed,  will  you  do  me  the  fay  or  to  giye  me  a 
copy  of  it,  and  oblige 

"Yours  truly, 

"DAVID  DUDLEY  FIELD. 
"  CsARB  J.  Wright,  Esq.,  &c.,  kc." 


lV,^The  8wMtainf9  Antwer. 

No  185,  WiLLARi/g,  Wabhixgtok,  March  6th,  1861. 
"  Dkar  Sir  :— I  haye  your  letter.    When  New  York  was  called,  the  inquiry  was 
made  whether  an  absent  member  could  yote,  stating  that  one  member  of  that  delega- 
tion was  absent     The  President  stated  that  an  absent  member  could  not  yote.     New 
York  was  stated  diyided,  and  did  not  yote. 

"  Respectfully,  &e., 

^     "CRAFTS  J.  WRIGHT." 


Y.—Fxtraet  from  the  Journal  qf  the  CowcewUon, 

*'Fd>ruaTyWh,\WL 
"The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  section  resulted  in  the  following  yote: 
"  Ybas. — Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Fennsylyania, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Tennessee — 9. 

"  Nats.— Connecticut,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  and  Virginia— 8. 
"  So  the  section  was  adopted. 

"  On  calling  New  York,  the  members  stated  that  one  of  their  number  was  absent, 
and  the  delegation  were  diyided.  In<}uiry  was  made  of  the  President  whether  an 
absent  member  could  yote.  The  President  decided  he  could  not,  without  general 
leaye. 

"  New  York,  Indiana,  and  Kansas  were  diyided." 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Torlc: 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  submit  a  r^ly  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  D.  D. 
Field,  to  the  report  of  the  mfijority  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  Conference 
Convention  at  Washington,  respecting  his  absence  on  the  final  vote  in  that 
body,  on  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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The  fact  of  bis  absence  is  admitted  hj  Mr.  I 
fended  at  great  length,  bat  Mr.  Held  has  om 
Bnle  of  the  Convention,  ^^  no  member  should ' 
80  as  to  interrupt  the  representation  of  the  St 
neither  asked  nor  obtained  leave  of  absence, 
failed  to  discharge  his  duty,  both  to  the  Oonv 
Field  does  not  state  that  he  made  any  applic 
rary  postponement  of  his  case,  in  view  of  tne  i 
taken  in  Convention.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
to  his  client  was  paramount  to  his  duty  as 
New  York,  in  a  question  involving  constitutio 
had  stated,  in  the  presence  of  his  colleagues 
obliged  to  go  immediately  to  the  Supreme  Coi 
nrg^  by  Uiose  who  agreed  with  idm  in  o^ 
vote  of  the  State  against  the  proposed  amenc 
that  his  absence  would  divide  the  vote ;  thi 
minority  of  the  Commissioners,  and  that  it  w< 
fore  the  Convention.  He  refused  to  remain, 
the  effect  of  his  absence  on  the  question  aboi 
yentioD,  and  thus  defeated  the  vote  of  his  St 
places,  felt  deeply  the  embarrassment,  and  tb 
consequence  of  Mr.  Field's  withdrawal.  We 
sustained  with  him,  our  own,  and  what  we  1 
the  State,  in  favor  of  freedom,  and  were,  th 
such  a  determination  on  his  part.  Nor  is  on 
ner  and  the  certificates  by  wnich  he  has  at  g 
his  course  on  this  occasion.  The  vote  of  Ne 
after  the  vote  which  had  been  previously  ta 
stated,  nor  until  an  appeal  had  been  made  to 
its  President,  to  enable  his  colleagues  to  pro 
the  Chairman  of  the  delegation.  By  his  absei 
5  to  5,  and  it  was  under  the  decision  of  the  ( 
was  declared  to  be  divided.  Mr.  Field  has  sti 
the  vote  of  New  York  against  the  amendmen 
omission  of  his,  but  to  the  efforts  of  the  min< 
of  them,  to  prevent  the  expression  of  the 
objection  was  made  after  notice  to  him  that  i 
yention  sustained  it,  hence  the  vote  was  lo 
opinion  of  Mr.  Field  entitled  to  consideration 
ty  a  want  of  fidelity  to  him,  in  not  claiming  i 
had  been  taken  when  all  were  present,  and  i 
null,  by  his  absence.  They  did  adhere  to  it,  i 
accordingly.  It  was  his  duty  to  have  been  p 
effect  to  that  which  had  been  previously  ag 
truly,  that  his  colleagues  refused  to  unite  in 
the  case.  They  refused,  because  they  were  n* 
would  not  be  responsible  for  it  in  any  way. 
ing  the  Convention,  Mr.  Field  had  manifeste 
taining  and  defending  the  principles  which 
desirea  to  advocate,  and  his  failure  at  the  last 
expected  as  it  was  indefensible. 


Njbw  Yobk,  Mareh  2Bthy  1861. 
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To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Informed  by  the  newspapers  of  this  morning  that  five  of  my  associates  in 
the  Peace  Convention,  after  waiting  nearly  three  weeks,  made  yesterday  to 
the  Legislature  a  communication  purporting  to  be  an  answer  to  the  note 
which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  append  to  the  report  explaining  why  the  vote 
of  New  York  was  not  given  at  a  particular  time,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  in  reply : 

I  do  not  perceive  that  my  associates  impugn  a  single  statement  of  fact 
contained  in  my  note.  My  engagement  in  Court,  the  importance  of  the 
engagement,  the  necessity  for  my  keeping  it,  the  meeting  of  the  delegation 
in  contemplation  of  it,  their  resolution  directing  how  the  vote  should  be  cast 
in  my  absence,  the  neglect  so  to  cast  it,  are  all,  by  silence,  admitted.  Nor 
do  I  perceive  any  denial  of  the  proposition  that  the  delegation  had  a  right  to 
pass  the  resolution,  which  thus  became  binding  on  all  its  members  until  re- 
considered and  reversed. 

Perhaps  I  ought  to  make  one  exception  to  this  use  of  admissions.  My 
associates  apparently  wish  to  have  it  believed,  yet  hesitate  to  assert,  that  the 
Convention  made  a  decision  respecting  the  right  to  vote.  In  one  place  they 
say,  ^^  that  an  appeal  had  been  made  to  the  Convention,  and  reftised  by  its 
President ; "  in  another,  that  "  it  was  xmder  the  decision  of  the  Convention 
alone  that  the  vote  was  declared  to  be  divided ; "  and  in  a  third,  that  the 
objection  of  the  minority  was  made  after  notice  to  me  that  it  would  be  made, 
and  the  "Convention  sustained  it,  hence  the  vote  was  lost,"  by  mj  absence. 
They  should  have  reflected  that  there  could  have  been  no  "  decision  of  the 
Convention  "  if  the  appeal  to  it  was  "  refused  by  its  President"  The  trutii 
beyond  Question  is,  that  although  my  associates  imagined  that  the  Conven- 
tion decided  something,  it  did  in  fact  decide  nothing. 

My  associates  say  mrther,  that  I  arg[ue  to  show  that  my  duty  to  my  client 
was  paramount  to  my  "duty  as  Commissioner  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
a  question  involving  constitutional  principles."  This  is  an  idle  calumny. 
My  note  can  be  read  as  well  as  theirs ;  and  in  general  will  be  read  by  the 
same  persons,  and  there  is  not  a  word  in  it  to  justify  or  excuse  their  assertion. 
I  never  thus  argued.  I  claimed  that  I  had  two  duties  to  perform,  and  that 
I  performed  both.  I  did  not  claim  that  my  duty  to  my  State  was  subor^- 
nate  to  any  other  duty  whatever. 

When  my  associates  assert  that  their  Chairman  left  the  Convention  "  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  effect  of  his  absence  on  the  vote  about  to  be  taken,"  if 
they  mean  that  I  knew  or  supposed  that  they  intended  to  reverse  their  own 
action,  or  that  Mr.  King  would  not  announce  the  vote  as  it  had  been  resolved, 
or  would  declare  the  vote  divided,  or  that  they  would  support  him  in  it,  or 
that  the  Convention  would  overrule  the  delegation,  then  they  assert  what 
they  could  not  know  to  be  true,  and  what  is  not  true  in  fact  My  note  seta 
forth  what  I  was  told,  and  what  I  replied. 

My  associates  argue  that  I  failed  to  discharge  my  duty,  because  I  did  not 
obtain  leave  of  the  Convention  before  going  into  the  Supreme  Court 
Though  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  before  of  leave  granted  by  a  de- 
liberative body  to  a  member  to  go  out  for  half  an  hour,  or  for  one  or  two 
hours,  I  will  observe,  by  this  Convention  absence  was  expressly  allowed, 
if  it  did  not  "interrupt  the  representation  of  the  State."  My  associates  do 
indeed  claim  that,  when  I  left  the  hall,  the  State  ceased  to  be  represented, 
ten  Commissioners  only  remaining  behind.  The  argument  of  this  strange 
position  appears  to  be,  that  a  State  is  not  represented  when  its  vote  can  be 
divided,  and  that  the  vote  of  New  York  was  divided.  Here  is  a  double 
fallacy.  To  say  that  the  vot«  was  divided,  begs  the  question.  It  was  not 
divided  so  long  as  the  resolution  passed  by  the  delegation  remained  valid, 
and  its  validity  is  not  denied.    The  other  part  of  tiie  proposition  is  eqoalbr 
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NEW  YORK. 

OoKOUBBENT  RssoLTTTiONB  appointing  Cammimonen  from  this  State  to 
meet  Commiuionen  from  other  States  at  WashingUm^  on  invitation  qf 
Virginia. 

Whbreas,  the  State  of  Virginia,  hj  resolutions  of  her  General  Assemhly, 
passed  the  nineteenth  instant,  nas  invited  such  of  the  slaveholding  and  non- 
uaveholding  States  as  are  willing  to  unite  with  her,  to  meet  at  Washington, 
on  the  fourUi  of  Fehruary  next,  to  consider,  and  if  practicahle,  agree  on  some 
suitahle  acyustment  of  our  national  difficulties ;  and  whereas,  the  people  of 
New  York,  while  thej  hold  the  opinion  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  is,  contains  all  needful  guarantees  for  the  rights  of  the  States,  are 
nevertheless  readj,  at  all  times,  to  confer  with  Uieir  hreuiren  upon  all  alleged 
grievances ;  and  to  do  all  that  can  justly  he  required  of  them  to  allay  discon- 
tent; therefore, 

Beeohed,  That  David  Dudley  Held,  William  Curtis  Noyes,  James  8* 
Wadsworth,  James  C.  Smith,  Amaziah  B.  James,  Erastus  Coming,  Addison 
Gardner,  Greene  C.  Bronson,  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Ex-Govemor  John  A.  King, 
and  M^jor-General  John  E.  Wool,  he  and  are  hereby  appointed  Commis- 
sioners  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  meet  Commissioners  from  other  States, 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next,  or  so  soon 
thereafter  as  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed  b^  a  m^jorily  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,  to  confer  with  them  upon  tiie  complaints  of  any  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  suggest  such  remedies  therefor  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit  and  prop- 
er ;  but  the  said  Commissioners  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  contrcd 
of  this  Legislature,  and  shall  cast  five  votes  to  be  determined  by  a  migority 
of  their  number. 

Resolved^  That  in  thus  acceding  to  the  request  of  Virginia,  it  is  not  to  be 
understood  that  this  Legislature  approve  of  the  propositions  submitted  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  that  State,  or  concede  the  propriety  of  their  adoption 
by  the  proposed  Convention.  But  while  adhering  to  the  position  she  hat 
heretofore  occupied,  New  York  will  not  reject  an  invitation  to  a  conference, 
which,  by  bringing  together  the  men  of  both  sections,  holds  out  the  possi- 
bility of  an  honorable  settlement  of  our  national  difficulties,  and  the  restora- 
tion of  peace  and  harmony  to  the  country. 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  be  reauested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going resolutions  to  the  Executives  of  tne  several  States,  and  also  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  to  inform  the  Commissioners  without  delay 
of  their  appointment. 

Resohedj  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  honorable 
the  Senate,  with  a  request  that  they  concur  therein. 

The  foregoing  resolutions  were  passed  in  the  House  of  Assembly  by  a  vote 
of  seventy-three  ayes  to  thirty-nine  noes,  and  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of 
nineteen  to  twelve,  those  in  the  negative,  in  both  Houses,  being  all  members 
of  the  dominant  party,  and  those  in  the  affirmative  composed  of  the  members 
of  the  opposition,  and  of  those  Republicans  who  were  supposed  to  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  State  of  Virginia  and  other  sister  States,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and  New  York. 

A  single  point  in  the  record,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  requires 
some  consideration  before  proceeding  to  the  reasoning  of  a  majority  of  the 
Commissioners  upon  the  propositions  finally  adopted  by  the  Convention. 
The  mf^ority  of  the  Commisnoners  state  that  most  of  said  majority  were 
opposed  to  the  submissioa  by  the  Convention  of  any  amendnienta  of  the 
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against  seoming  the  privilege  of  suffrage  to  colored  persons,  npon  the  same 
conditions  that  it  is  secured  to  whites.  These  facts  are  presented  with  the 
hope  that  thej  may  create  a  spirit  of  charity  in  the  public  mind  toward  those 
States  whose  peculiar  position  renders  such  harsh  legislation  certainly  not 
more  censurable  than  it  is  in  free  States. 

The  undersigned  differ  entirely  from  the  minority  of  the  Commissioners, 
as  to  the  action  of  the  Oonvention  upon  subjects  interesting  to  the  North.  It 
is  known  to  all  that  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  it  is  believed  all  the  Southern 
Border  States  instructed  their  delegates  to  insist  on  the  Orittenden  proposi- 
tions, a  material  feature  of  which  was,  that  in  all  fhture  acquired  territory, 
south  of  86°  80\  slavery  should  be  permitted ;  and  yet  when  this  material 
clause  was  found  repugnant  to  the  Northern  sentiment,  a  distinguished  Com- 
nmsioner  from  Maryland  moved  to  limit  it  to  present  territory,  which  prop- 
osition was  adopted.  Surely  this  was  an  important  surrender  to  Northern 
sentiment  that  should  not  have  been  forgotten. 

The  mcgority  say,  that  by  the  first  of  the  proposed  amendments,  slavery 
is  constitutionaUy  established  in  all  the  territory  south  of  the  line  of  86°  80', 
as  if  such  recognition  of  slavery  there  was  now  for  the  first  time  to  be 
established  by  tiie  proposed  amendment.  The  migority  of  these  Commis- 
sioners are  counsellors  of  eminent  ability,  and  yet,  for  some  reason  not  easily 
comprehended,  they  have  seen  fit  to  ignore  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  slavery  can  be  carried  into  all  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  whether  south  or  north  of  the  line  of  86" 
80'.  The  famous  Dred  Scott  decision,  to  which  reference  is  here  made,  was 
often  referred  to  in  the  debates  of  the  Convention,  and  was  insisted  upon  by 
many  gentlemen,  holding  views  and  opinions  similar  to  those  of  a  minority  of 
the  New  York  Commissioners,  as  affording  all  the  protection  that  the  South 
could  require,  and  claiming  that  the  proposed  amendment  was  unnecessary, 
by  reason  of  such  protection. 

The  Territory  of  New  Mexico  was  declared  open  to  slavery  by  the  com- 
promise act  of  1850.  The  public  mind  of  the  North  was  deeply  agitated  upon 
that  subject  A  distinguished  statesman,  who  was  removed  from  eai-th  before 
his  eyes  were  forced  "  to  rest  upon  a  dismembered  Confederacy,"  was  vio- 
lently assailed  for  declaring  that  slavery  could  work  no  practical  evil  in  New 
Mexico;  and  yet  the  recent  census  has  vindicated  that  asseHion,  showing 
that  in  the  ten  years  that  have  passed  since  that  compromise,  only  twenty- 
four  slaves  were  to  be  found  in  what  the  majority  of  the  committee  are 
pleased  to  call  the  "  immense  region  "  of  New  Mexico ;  more  than  half  of 
whom  were  servants  of  army  officers,  to  be  removed  when  they  should  be 
ordered  to  other  stations. 

The  Territorial  Legislature  of  New  Mexico  has  declared  the  existence  and 
passed  laws  for  the  protection  of  slavery  throughout  that  entire  Territory, 
while  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution  would  exclude  it  from  dl 
that  portion  of  said  Territory  north  of  86'  80'. 

The  undersigned  are  not  only  ready  to  vindicate  their  votes  for  that  pro- 
posed amendment,  but  claim  that  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 


APPENDIX.  600 

will  be  seen  that  this  section  requires  Congress  to  provide  by  law  for  secur- 
ing to  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges  and  immnnities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States. 

Many  other  propositions  were  presented  to  the  Convention,  some  of  which 
received  the  full  concurrence  of  the  undersigned;  to  others  they  were 
opposed,  and  those  who  shared  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention  do  not 
doubt,  and  will  not  deny,  that  propositions  were  presented  whose  only  object 
and  effect  could  be  to  embarrass  its  proceedings. 

The  action  of  the  Convention  failed  to  secure  at  the  hands  of  Congress 
the  legislation  necessary  to  present  it  to  the  people  of  the  different  l^tates,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  Still  it  is  in  the  power,  and  the 
undersigned  trust  will  be  in  the  disposition  of  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  York,  in  both  Halls  of  its  Legislation,  to  present  them  for  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  her  people. 

Whatever  differences  of  political  opinion  may  exist,  there  can  be  but  one 
mind  as  to  the  present  critical  condition  of  our  country,  or  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  citizen  to  give  all  the  aid  in  his  power,  to  sustain  an  administration 
that  has  entered  upon  its  complicated  duties  under  circumstances  of  more 
embarrassment  than  have  ever  before  existed  in  our  country *s  history. 

The  undersigned  not  only  as  deeply  regret,  but  as  severely  condemn,  the 
action  of  those  States  who  have  attempted  to  withdraw  from  the  Union,  as 
do  the  migority  of  the  Commissioners  who  opposed  the  adoption  of  the 
measures  of  conciliation  presented  by  the  Peace  Convention. 

Those  who  are  conversant  with  the  political  action  of  the  seceding  States, 
will  have  observed  how  strong  is  their  desire  to  draw  the  Southern  Border 
States  into  this  new  Confederacy.  With  each  of  those  Border  States  are 
large  bodies  of  active  politicians,  constantly  influencing  the  public  mind,  and 
misrepresenting,  to  a  great  extent,  the  opinions  and  designs  of  those  who 
have  wrought  out  this  revolution  in  the  national  administration.  The  public 
mind  is  fearfully  agitated  upon  these  issues,  and  the  refusal  of  the  Legislature 
of  New  York  to  present  the  propositions  of  the  Peace  Convention,  for  the 
suffrages  of  her  people,  will  greatly  diminish  the  power  of  the  Union  men  of 
the  Border  States  to  sustain  themselves  in  their  present  trying  position. 

It  is  believed  that  Virginia  is  about  to  submit  these  propositions  to  her 
people ;  let  New  York,  who  so  nobly  responded  to  the  call  of  Yirginia, 
show  that  she,  too,  will  be  governed  by  the  wishes  of  Tier  people,  and  that 
if  those  ties  which  have  so  long  held  these  powerful  States  in  the  bonds  of 
brotherhood,  must  be  severed,  it  shall  be  done  only  by  the  verdict  of  their 
people  as  recorded  in  the  ballot  box. 

FRANCIS  GRANGER, 
ERASTU8  CORNING, 
GREENE  C.  BRONSON, 
WM.  E.  DODGE. 
39 
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dples  of  a  sectional  cast,  however  vehemently  argued,  or  nnmeronsly  adopted 
on  either  side.  To  deal  well  and  wisely  with  the  actual  and  real,  and  whilst 
consulting  the  past  and  looking  to  the  probable  future  for  guidance,  to  base 
his  action  on  what  w,  comprises  the  whole  duty  of  a  statesman ;  leaving  to 
political  philosophers  to  dream  of  what*  might  have  been,  or  in  the  abstract 
of  what  ought  to  be.  Heform,  it  is  true,  in  this  way  comes  slowly,  but  it 
comes  without  the  disturbance  of  material  interests,  without  agitation  of 
human  passions,  and  without  the  violent  outbreaks  which  these  occasion — 
hindering  and  obstructing  its  progress  in  that  grand  and  orderly  procession 
of  moral  causes  and  effects  which  expresses  and  marks  the  providence  and 
government  of  God. 

It  was  apparent  to  all  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  and 
origin  of  the  present  alarming  movement  in  the  extreme  Southern  States^  the 
instrument  successfully  used  to  promote  it  was  the  agitation  of  their  people 
upon  the  safety  of  the  institution  of  negro  slavery  in  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories ;  and  various  conflicting  opinions  with  regard  to  the  best  course  to  be 
pursued  to  allay  this  agitation  were  elicited  in  the  course  of  this  long  con- 
ference. Extremists  were  not  wanting  on  the  one  hand,  who  seemed  in- 
clined to  construe  the  anomaly  of  slavery  of  the  negro  race,  found  in  the 
Constitution  of  a  free  people,  into  a  general  rule;  and  who  proposed  or 
voted  for  propositions  which  they  knew  could  not  be  accepted,  that  their 
assertion  might  aid  in  the  remaining  States  the  cause  of  secession.  Ex- 
tremists were  not  wanting,  on  the  other  hand,  who  were  opposed  to  doing 
any  thing  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  especially  at,  present,  lest  such  action 
should  compromise  the  incoming  administration,  and  the  Republican  party, 
and  even  the  character  of  the  Government  itself.  Without  suspecting  the 
purity  of  the  motives  of  either  of  these  extremists,  who  beyond  doubt  rep- 
resented the  views  of  large  and  respectablp  bodies  of  men  in  their  different 
sections,  your  Commissioners  found  themselves  equally  unable  to  agree  with 
either. 

They  could  not  ignore  the  fact  that  seven  States  had  separated  themselves 
from  the  others  and  set  up  a  federal  government  of  their  own ;  and  that 
these  were  ceaselessly  agitating  the  people  of  the  remaining  Southern  States 
by  inflammatory  speeches,  and  writings  skilfully  addressed  to  their  interests 
and  sympathies,  to  induce  them  to  join  in  this  new  movement.  They  could 
not  doubt  the  assurances  given  to  tJiem  by  able  and  patriotic  men  from  the 
States  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ifis- 
souri,  that  these  attempts  upon  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  their  States  had 
met  at  least  with  partial  success ;  nor,  indeed,  blind  themselves  to  the  evi- 
dences of  this  found  in  the  speeches  and  votes  of  individual  Commissioners 
from  these  very  States.  Above  all,  they  could  not  be  insensible  to  the  touch- 
ing appeals  of  men,  venerable  in  years,  distinguished  in  public  service,  and 
whose  reputation  for  ability  and  patriotism  was  national,  to  give  them  some- 
thing in  the  shape  of  a  constitutional  security  with  which  to  allay  the  startled 
fears  of  their  constituents,  beat  back  the  attacks  of  their  enemies  and  oun^ 
and  even  bring  again  to  their  duty  thousands  of  men  in  the  States  of  the 
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extreme  South,  who  had  been  led  astray  hj 
of  the  hour,  and  who,  with  the  loyal  bnt  over 
for  support,  once  no  other  had  been  afTorde 
under  which  they  were  suflfering.  In  the  circii 
was  placed,  it  seemed  to  yonr  Commissione 
course  of  generous  impulse ;  that  in  this  ma 
treason,  but  with  the  most  devoted  loyalty  wl 
that  the  concessions  we  made,  if  concessions  ii 
our  friends  that  they  might  be  strong  enough 
and  our8j  because  the  enemies  of  the  country. 

I^  as  is  true,  in  this  view  of  their  duty  yoi 
main  alone  amongst  the  Commissioners  firom  t 
themselves  by  the  side  of  the  Central  States 
weight  of  the  civil  strife  must  come  if  come 
you  that  no  dastardly  fears,  no  feelings  of 
position  thus  taken  by  them.  Such  motives 
nor  those  whom  they  represented.  It  was  ' 
earnest  sympathy,  of  ties  which  no  distance  < 
ence  of  institutions  can  weaken ;  which  in  ou 
our  heroes  to  hazard  all  far  aU^  and  at  Guil 
and  at  Erie,  with  desperate  valor  to  snatch  vie 
out  of  the  very  lap  of  defeat ;  it  was  because 
heart  and  a  ready  hand,  has  never  failed  in  coi 
whole  coxmtry  in  all  dangers  and  in  extremes 
raoners  conceived  that  they  best  represented 
those  with  whom  they  knew  she  would  haste 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  our  sympathy 
has  extinguished  all  sympathy  for  our  own,  a: 
of  a  common  origin,  common  interests,  and  oi 
are  we  separated  from  our  brethren,  and  the  c 
us  as  well  as  upon  them.  Tour  Commissione 
to  justify  them  in  attributing  such  sentimeni 
and  unitedly  recommend  the  adoption  by  you 
stitution  proposed  by  the  Conference  of  Comn 
security  and  ensure  peace  to  the  country. 

Among  the  measures  strenuously  enforced 
in  lieu  of  that  adopted  by  a  mfgority,  was  th< 
tion.  To  this  measure  yonr  Commissioners  o 
determined  resistance.  As  a  measure  of  peace, 
of  the  long  delay  which  it  implied,  it  would 
possible  danger  of  exposing  a  Constitution,  fra 
and  more  conservative  days  of  the  Republic, 
times  of  lawless  irreverence  and  change,  is 
willingly  to  encounter.  The  very  equality  of  \ 
was  won  by  tbe  revolutionary  sacrifices  and  vi 
almost  forgotten,  would,  in  the  judgment  of  y< 


AFPSNDIZ.  618 

greatly  endangered;  and  jonr  Commissioners  eamestlj  represent  to  your 
Honorable  body  that  under  no  cironmstances  shonld  this  State  consent  to  a 
measure  which  might  lead  to  her  own  extinction.  The  Constitution  of  a 
great  country,  adopted,  as  this  was,  on  account  of  divemty  of  interests  and 
views,  with  great  difficulty,  should  be  saored.  It  may  and  should  from  time 
to  time  be  amended  to  suit  a  change  of  circumstances,  but  never  exposed  to 
the  danger  of  being  uptom.  It  is  the  symbol  of  our  strength,  because  the 
ligament  of  our  Union.  It  has  collected  about  it  the  reverence  of  three 
generations  of  our  people.  It  is  the  only  rallying  point  now  for  the  loyalty 
of  the  remaining  States ;  the  only  hope  of  the  restoration  of  the  States  which 
have  left  us ;  and,  in  its  main  features,  it  should  be,  as  it  was  designed  to  be, 
perpetual.  At  no  time  should  a  Greneral  Convention  be  invited  to  invade  it ; 
and,  of  all  times,  this,  in  the  judgment  of  your  Commissioners,  would  be  the 
most  dangerous. 

Finally,  it  will  be  found  upon  an  inspection  of  the  Journal  of  the  late 
Conference  of  Commissioners,  that  the  undersigned  voted  against  many 
propositions  in  themselves  just  and  expressive  of  their  sentiments  and  youn^ 
because  inopportune  and  useless ;  and  against  others,  because  introduced  for 
the  very  purpose  of  sowing  dissension  among  the  Conmiissioners  and  to 
prevent  an  agreement  by  m^ority  upon  any  thing.  In  this  they  must  ask 
your  candid  construction  of  their  conduct,  looking  to  the  crisis,  the  occamon, 
the  purpose  and  effect  of  the  matter  upon  which  they  were  called  to  act ;  and 
their  unwillingness  to  hazard  an  agreement  upon  that  deemed  by  them 
necessary,  by  tacking  to  it  that  which,  however  true,  was  at  least  nseleas^ 
and  might  in  the  result  be  dangerous. 
All  which  is  respectMly  submitted  by 

SAMUEL  AMES,  for  self,  and 
ALEXANDER  DUNCAN, 
G.  H.  BROWNE, 
WILLLOr  W.  HOPPIN, 
SAMUEL  G.  ARNOLD, 

Oommis9umen. 
PfioviDEiros,  March  Uh^  1861. 


COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

ExSOUnVS  DXPABTMXNT,   COITNOIL  ChAMBBB,  ) 

Boston,  March  26,  1861.     J 
To  the  HoTtordble  the  Senate : 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  General  Court,  for  its  use  and  infor- 
mation, a  Report  just  received  by  me  from  John  Z.  Goodrich,  Charles  Allen, 
George  S.  Boutwell,  Theophilus  P.  Chandler,  Francis  B.  Crowninshield,  John 
M.  Forbes,  and  Richard  P.  Waters,  Esquires,  who  were  appointed  Conunis- 
sioners  on  the  part  of  Massachusetts,  under  a  Resolve  passed  the  fifth  day  of 
February  last,  to  attend  a  Convention  of  delegates  from  the  several  States  of 
the  Union,  recentiy  held  at  Washington. 
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And  I  embrace  thla  opportonitj  to  congra 
monwealth  upon  the  fidelitj,  jadgment,  and  al 
doners,  bj  whom  thej  were  represented,  oonc 
of  that  deliberation. 

And  I  trost  that  a  similar  intelligent^  manfi 
table  and  patriotic  adherence  to  principles,  fo 
politics,  will  characterize  the  people  of  Massad 
atives,  by  whatever  experiences  of  danger  or  dj 
and  dntj  maj  hereafter  be  tried* 

I  ask  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Gene 
as  jet,  no  provision  has  been  adopted  for  the  pa 
to  the  service  with  which  the  Gonmiissionen 
mend  that  a  suitable  appropriation  for  that  pi 
session  of  the  Legislatore. 


To  His  Excellency  Johk  A.  Andrew,  Chverru^ 

The  undersigned,  Oommissioners  appointed  I 
of  certain  resolutions  passed  bj  the  Legislator 
tend  a  Convention  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  "^ 
confer  with  the  General  Government,  or  with  1 
associations  of  delegates  from  snch  States,  hi 
lency's  instructions,  repaired  to  Washington  ai 
of  twenty  other  States  of  the  American  Unio 
following  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
of  the  Commissioners  from  Massaohnsetts. 

The  Convention  commenced  its  sessions  on  1 
its  deliberations  on  the  27th  of  the  same  moi 
missioners  repaired  to  Washington  as  early  as 
ment,  and  presented  their  credentials  on  the  8 

The  sessions  of  the  Convention  were  seo 
were  made,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  un< 
iigunction  of  secrecy,  then  to  admit  the  publi( 
and  then  to  procure  a  complete  and  accurate  n 
These  efforts  fsdled,  and  the  undersigned  are  t 
a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention.* 

On  the  6th  of  February  a  resolution  was  ac 
Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  that  a  "  committee  of  o 
ed  by  the  Commissioners  thereof^  to  whom  she 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  other  States  re 
for  the  adjustment  of  existing  di£Sculties  betwc 
shield  represented  Massachusetts  upon  this  ooi 
ticable  moment  he  called  for  a  specific  stateme 
ed  of  by  the  discontented  States  of  the  Union 

•  An  authentic  copy  of  the  Joomal  was  not  receii 
Commissioners  did  not  feel  preptred  to  make  a  repoi 
stilting  it. 
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onssion,  but  no  definite  response  to  the  demand  was  ever  made  either  in  the 
committee  or  in  Convention. 

On  the  16th  of  Febnuuy,  Mr.  Gnthrie,  from  the  committee  of  one  frtom 
each  State,  made  a  report  recommending  certain  amendments  to  the  Ckinsti- 
tntion  of  the  United  States.  This  report  was  adopted  in  committee  bj  a  ma- 
jority of  five  States,  the  delegates  from  Kansas  not  having  then  taken  their 
seats  in  the  Convention. 

A  copy  of  this  report  may  be  fonnd  npon  the  twenty-second  and  twenty- 
third  pages  of  the  Journal.  After  mnch  discussion  and  many  amendments,  the 
several  sections  of  the  proposed  article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
were  finally  adopted  on  the  last  day  of  the  session.  It  is  to  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  the  report  as  a  whole  never  received  the  sanction  of  the  Conven- 
tion, although  the  several  sections  of  the  article  of  amendment  were  separate- 
ly approved  by  a  mtgority  of  the  States  voting ;  and  it  may  well  be  doubted 
whether  the  entire  article  would  have  been  adopted  by  the  Convention. 

The  first  section  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  nine  States  to  eight ;  four 
States — New  York,  Indiana,  Missouri,  and  Kansas — ^not  voting. 

The  other  sections  were  approved  by  larger  mtgorities. 

The  undersigned  declined  to  vote  upon  the  last  section,  but  the  vote  of  Masssr 
ohusetts,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  its  Commissioners,  was  given  in  the  neg- 
ative upon  all  the  others.  This  course  seemed  to  be  demanded,  whether  regard 
was  had  to  the  constitution  of  the  Convention,  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  assembled,  the  nature  of  the  propositions  submitted,  the  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  which  the  Government  and  people  are  involved,  or  to  the  character 
and  peace  of  the  country  in  the  future.  The  two  Pacific  States,  whose  loyalty 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  is  unquestioned,  could  not  have  been  repre- 
sented in  the  Convention.  Other  States  failed  to  appoint  Commissioners.  The 
resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia  were  passed  on  the  19th  of  January ;  and 
it  was  expected  that  within  sixteen  days  thereafter  the  representatives  of 
this  vast  country  would  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  devising,  maturing,  and 
recommending  alterations  in  the  Constitution  of  the  republic.  As  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  the  people  were  not  consulted  in  any  of  the  States.  In 
several,  the  Commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  executive  of  each  without 
even  an  opportunity  to  confer  with  the  Le^slature ;  in  others,  the  consent 
of  the  representative  body  was  secured,  but  in  no  instance  were  the  people 
themselves  consulted.  The  measures  proposed  were  comparatively  new ;  the 
important  ones  were  innovations  upon  the  established  principles  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  none  of  them  had  ever  been  submitted  to  public  scrutiny. 
They  related  to  the  institution  of  slavery ;  and  the  experience  of  the  country 
justifies  the  assertion  that  any  proposition  for  additional  securities  to  slavery 
under  the  fiag  of  the  nation,  must  be  fully  discussed  and  well  understood 
before  its  adoption,  or  it  will  yield  a  fearful  harvest  of  woe  in  dissensions  and 
controversies  among  the  people.  Nor  could  the  undersigned  have  justified 
the  act  to  themselves,  if  they  had  concurred  in  asking  Congress  to  propose 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  unless  they  were  prepared  also  to  advocate 
the  adoption  of  the  amendments  by  the  people. 
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It  is  due  to  trnth  to  saj  that  the  Oonvention  did  not  possess  all  the  de- 
mrable  characteristics  of  a  deliberative  assemblj.  It  was  In  some  degree 
disqualified  for  the  performance  of  the  important  task  assigned  to  it,  bj  the 
drcmnstances  of  its  constitution,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made. 
Moreover,  there  were  members  who  claimed  that  certain  concessions  must 
be  granted  that  the  progress  of  the  secession  movement  might  be  arrested; 
and  on  the  other  hand  there  were  men  who  either  doubted  or  denied  the 
wisdom  of  such  concesaons. 

The  circumstances  were  extraordinary.  Within  the  preceding  ninetf 
days  the  integrity  of  the  Union  had  been  assailed  by  the  attempt  of  six 
States  to  overthrow  its  authority ;  seven  other  States  were  disafTected,  and 
some  of  them  had  assumed  a  menacing  and  even  hostile  attitude.  The 
political  disturbances  had  been  associated  with  or  followed  by  finanrial 
distress. 

The  Convehtion  was  then  a  body  of  men  without  a  recognized  and  ascer- 
tained constituency,  called  together  in  an  exigency  and  without  preparation, 
and  invited  to  initiate  measures  for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  in 
most  important  particulars,  and  all  at  a  moment  when  the  public  mind  was 
swayed  by  fears  and  alarms  such  as  have  never  before  been  experienced  by 
the  American  people. 

In  these  circumstances  the  undersigned  thought  it  inexpe^ent  to  propose 
amendments  to  the  Oonstitution,  believing  that  so  important  an  act  should 
not  be  initiated  and  accomplished  without  the  greatest  deliberation  and  care. 
Nor  could  the  undersigned  satisfy  themselves  that  any  or  all  of  the  proposed 
amendments  would  even  tend,  in  any  conaderable  degree,  to  the  preservation 
of  the  Union.  Although  inquiries  were  repeatedly  made,  no  assurance  was 
C^ven  that  any  propositions  of  amendment  would  secure  the  return  of  the 
seceded  States ;  and  it  was  admitted  that  several  of  the  Border  States  would 
ultimately  unite  with  the  Gulf  States,  either  within  or  without  the  limits  of 
the  Union,  as  might  be  dictated  by  events  yet  in  the  future.  Indeed,  no 
proposition  was  in  any  degree  acceptable  to  the  m^ority  of  delegates  ftam 
the  border  slave  States  that  did  not  provide  for  the  extension  of  slavery  to 
the  Territories,  and  its  protection  and  security  therein. 

And  further,  as  appears  from  the  Journal,  the  Convention  was  not  pre- 
pared to  deny  the  right  of  a  State  to  secede  from  the  Union.  Mr.  field,  of 
New  York,  introduced  the  foUowing  propoffltion,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Swing,  of  Ohio,  was  laid  upon  the  table : 

"  The  Union  of  the  States  under  the  Constitution  is  indissoluble ;  and  no 
State  can  secede  from  the  Union,  or  nullify  an  act  of  Congress,  or  absolve  its 
citizens  from  their  paramount  obligation  of  obedience  to  ^e  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States." 

After  much  debate  and  repeated  attempts  to  avoid  a  direct  vote,  the  fol- 
lowing proposition  was  rejected : 

"  It  is  declared  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  present  Consti- 
tution that  the  union  of  the  States  under  it  is  indissoluble." 
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Ate8. — Oonnectiont,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massaohnsetts,  New- 
York,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Kansas — 10. 

Noes. — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Khode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 11. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  session,  Mr.  Franklin,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

"  Reached^  as  the  sense  of  this  Convention,  that  the  highest  political  duty 
of  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  his  allegiance  to  tJie  Federal  Govern- 
ment, created  hy  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  State  of 
this  Union  has  any  constitutional  right  to  secede  therefrom,  or  to  absolve  the 
citizens  of  such  State  from  their  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  RuflSn,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  same  indefinitely,  and  the  resolution  was  thereupon  postponed  by  the 
following  vote ; 

Atbs. — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 10. 

Noes. — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  and 
Pennsylvania — 7. 

For  these  reasons  and  others  the  Commissioners  from  Massachusetts  sup- 
ported the  proposition  originally  made  by  Kentucky,  and  introduced  by  Mr, 
Baldwin,  of  Connecticut,  recommending  a  national  convention  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revising  the  Constitution,  and  of  providing  for  the  exigencies  likely 
to  arise  from  the  changed  and  perilous  condition  of  the  country.  This 
measure  offered  an  opportunity  for  consideration  by  the  people,  and  for  care- 
ful deliberation  by  the  convention  that  might  be  constituted  for  the  purpose. 
It  is  highly  probable  that,  after  the  lapse  of  three-fourths  of  a  century,  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  all  the  States  would  by  general  consent  propose 
amendments  to  the  Constitution ;  and  it  is  also  probable  that  such  a  conven- 
tion would  at  once  tend  to  strengthen  the  feeling  of  brotherhood  among  the 
people  of  various  sections,  while  the  discussion  of  the  principles  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  render  its  preservation  of  paramount  concern  to  all.  Thia 
measure  of  peace  and  union  was  rejected. 

The  undersigned  are  constrained  by  the  force  of  many  facts  and  circum- 
Btances  to  believe  that  an  exciting  cause  of  the  present  difficulties,  and  a 
serious  obstacle  to  their  removal,  is  the  possible  acquisition  of  Mexico  and 
Central  America. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Convention  furnish  evidence  upon  this  point. 

The  proposition  to  restore  the  Missouri  Compromise,  which  guaranteed 
freedom  north  of  the  parallel  36^  30'  north  latitude,  but  furnished  no  protec- 
tion to  slavery  south  of  that  line,  was  rejected  by  the  aid  of  the  unanimoua 
support  of  the  slaveholding  States. 

The  proposition  to  settle  the  territorial  question  by  the  admission  of  New 
Mexico  as  a  State,  was  smnmarily  discouraged  by  the  South  in  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  suggestion  of  one  of  the  Commissioners  from  Massachusetts,  that  if 
the  Convention  would  leave  the  territorial  question  out  of  view,  the  diffi- 
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cnlties  ooncerning  the  rights  and  relations 
a^nsted,  did  not  meet  with  a  favorable  rei 
tion  of  tiie  country. 

It  is  to  be  observed  fbrther,  that  the ' 
ments  which  were  in  anj  degree  acceptable 
slavery  south  of  said  line. 

It  did  not  seem  to  the  undersigned  of 
guarantee  was  limited  to  our  present  terri 
to  all  future  acquisitions.  Whenever  the  li 
of  Mexico  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  shall  be  fore 
been  raised  against  the  migration  of  freem< 
sumed,  that  either  with  or  without  constil 
the  republic  are  not  to  be  further  extended 
tablished  bj  the  Constitution,  the  fairest  pc 
given  up  irrevocably  to  African  slavery,  t 
of  a  sovereign  State  to  fix  its  own  bounda 
acquire  territory,  consistent  with  its  honor 
dignity  and  necessities  in  time  of  war.  Tli 
warned  that  it  is  unwise  to  rely  upon  const 
acquisition  of  territory ;  nor  can  such  proh 
saults  of  a  determined  and  desperate  m^or 
the  tendencies  of  public  opinion,  and  the  i 
country. 

With  these  views,  and  with  this  experie 
not  regard  with  favor  the  provisions  contaL 
proposed  article  of  amendment  It  is  also  t 
territory  may  bo  acquired  for  riaval  and 
transit  rout^,  without  a  resort  to  the  tr 
visions  seem  to  be  broad  enough  to  permit 
and  portions  of  Central  America  and  Mexi< 
lution  of  Congress. 

Thus,  these  two  sections  considered  t 
securities  against  territorial  acquisitions,  n 
and  protected  slavery  in  all  territory,  presc 
lei  86"  30'  north  latitude.  By  the  first  sec 
so  changed,  that  a  condition  of  slavery  wou! 
African  race  within  the  Territories,  and  th 
would  be  enforced  against  all  persons  of  tha 
the  existing  slave  States  into  the  TerritoH 
but  this  interpretation  seems  to  be  warra 
undersigned,  the  courts  would  render  an  i 
suit  just  indicated.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the 
protecting  slavery  in  the  Territories,  is  to 
their  limits,  of  the  laws  of  the  several  slave 

This  section  also  incorporates  into  the  < 
the  existing  laws  and  usages  of  New  Mexic 
them  irrepealable  during  the  territorial  com 
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By  the  second  section,  the  Senators  are  divided  into  two  classes,  those 
who  represent  the  slaveholding,  and  those  who  represent  the  non-slavehold- 
ing  States  of  the  Union,  and  a  majority  of  each  class  is  required  as  a  part  of 
the  two-thirds  mfgority  necessary  for  the  acqnisition  of  territory  by  treaty. 
A  fhll  exposition  of  this  proposition  would  show  that  it  is  a  complete  and 
dangerons  departure  from  the  principles  of  the  Government,  and  sure  to 
effect  its  complete  dissolution.  When  the  Senate  becomes  two  separate  and 
distinct  bodies,  and  when  the  existence  of  the  institution  of  slavery  deter- 
mines where  the  line  of  division  shall  be,  then  the  Government,  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes,  is  at  an  end.  This  proposition  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Sum- 
mers, of  Virginia;  and  Yir^ia,  by  its  delegates,  also  introduced  and  sup- 
ported a  kindred  proposition,  by  which  "  all  appointments  to  office  in  the 
Territories  lying  north  of  the  line  86**  30',  as  well  before  as  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  Territorial  Governments  in  and  over  the  same,  or  any  part  there- 
of^ shall  be  made  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  migority  of  the  Senators 
representing  at  the  time  the  non-slaveholding  States;  and  in  like  manner, 
aU  appointments  to  office  in  the  Territories  which  may  lie  south  of  said  line 
of  86**  80',  shall  be  made  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  nugority  of  the 
Senators  representing  at  the  time  the  slaveholding  States." 

We  cannot  hesitate  to  declare  the  opinion,  carefully  formed,  that  this 
policy  of  dividing  the  Senate  into  two  classes,  is  fraught  with  dangers  to  the 
country  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  bold  and  defiant  measures  of  those  men 
and  States  that  are  arrayed  in  open  hostility  to  the  Union.  This  measure  is 
a  part  of  the  policy  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  by  which  the  Government  was  to  be 
changed,  and  the  executive  department  so  divided  that  notiiing  could  be 
done  without  the  concurrence  of  two  Presidents,  one  representing  the  slave- 
holding  and  one  representing  the  non-slaveholding  States. 

The  third  section  contains  several  provisions  for  strengthening  and  securing 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  several  States  and  Territories. 
It  gives  to  representatives  and  others  the  right  to  bring  their  slaves  into  the 
District  of  Columbia,  retain,  and  take  them  away,  even  after  slavery  may 
have  ceased  to  exist  in  that  District  by  the  constitutional  action  of  Congress. 
It  secures  the  slave-trade  between  States  and  Territories  in  which  slavery 
is  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage,  with  the  right  of  transit  through 
free  States,  by  sea  or  river,  and  of  touchiug  at  ports,  shores,  and  land- 
ings, and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress;  reserving,  however,  to  the  States 
and  Territories  the  power  to  prohibit  the  transit  of  slaves  and  the  sale  or 
traffic  therein.  Thus  the  transportation  of  slaves  would  be  a  right  as  broad 
as  the  limits  of  the  republic,  unless  it  should  be  restrained  by  the  laws  of 
individual  States,  which  acts  might  readily  be  regarded  as  a  breach  of 
comity. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  article  gives  to  the  States  the  power  of  concur- 
rent legislation  with  the  United  States  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves,  thus 
introducing  a  new  topic  of  a^tation  into  every  State,  without  in  any  degree 
relieving  Congress  of  its  duty  in  this  particular. 

The  fifth  section  prohibits  the  foreign  slave-trade,  and  makes  it  the  duty 
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of  Congress  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  ihi 
persons  held  to  service  or  labor.  As  Con 
Hon,  full  power  to  regulate  the  migratic 
other  countries,  there  is  no  reason  for  sncl 
subject  It  alone  remains  to  enact  propei 
prompt  execution. 

The  idxth  section  declares  that  certain 
amendment,  and  certain  provisions  of  th< 
shall  not  be  amended  or  abolished  withou 

The  undersigned,'  being  of  opinion  th 
made,  and  that  if  made,  it  would  not  be 
hesitate  to  give  the  vote  of  the  State  agai 

The  seventh  and  last  section  of  the  p: 
the  following  words : 

"  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that 
owner  the  full  value  of  his  furtive  from 
shal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  wa 
vented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  i 
assemblies,  or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fuj 
or  intimidation,  and  the  owner  thereb] 
acceptance  of  such  payment  shall  precluc 
such  fugitive.  Congress  shall  provide  bj 
each  State  the  privileges  and  immunities 

In  a  Convention  duly  called  and  assen 
tution,  the  undersigned  would  have  assen' 
to  vote  thereon  they  intended  to  so  declai 
holding  States. 

The  undersigned  thus  set  forth  the  i 
of  the  reasons  by  which  their  conduct  wi 
tune  to  concur  with  the  action  of  the  Com 
by  the  discontented  States,  seemed  to  be : 
freedom,  and  calculated  to  render  perma 
ance.  A  Union  restored  by  unmanly  c^ 
bitter  criminations  and  lasting  hostilities, 
seeds  of  a  violent  death. 

But  the  undersigned  are  bound  to  say 
tion  were,  in  the  main,  differences  of  opi 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  was  g< 
doubt  that  the  act  of  Virginia,  in  inviting 
will  be  productive  of  beneficial  results  to 

The  Commissioners  from  Massachuset 
which  their  personal  intercourse  with  g 
States  brought  to  their  knowledge,  that  ti 
were  not  caused  by  the  pressure  of  grievi 
ing;  but  rather  by  the  fear  of  future 
caused  by  entire  misapprehension  of  the 
States.    Misrepresentation  of  those  pnrj 
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selyes,  whether  prompted  hj  ignorance  of  Northern  sentiment,  or  bj  sinister 
motives,  are  greatlj  to  be  deprecated. 

The  midereigned  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  interoonrse  between  the 
different  sections  of  the  country,  through  their  representatives  in  Convention, 
had  a  most  salutary  influence  in  correcting  false  views  of  Northern  sentimentj 
and  in  assuring  our  brethren  of  the  South  that  there  is  no  purpose  among 
the  people  of  those  States,  who,  upon  principle,  oppose  the  extension  of 
slavery,  to  disturb  or  touch  with  an  unfiiendly  hand  the  domestic  relations 
of  any  other  States  of  the  Union. 

In  the  present  exigency  of  public  affairs,  each  State  should  be  careful  to 
perform  its  whole  duty  freely  and  faithfully  to  its  sister  States  and  to  the 
country ;  and  then  may  it  well  and  fearlessly  demand,  whether  the  Union 
contain  many  States  or  few,  that  the  Government  shall  be  administered 
according  to  the  principles  of  equality  and  justice  which  characterize  the 
Constitution  formed  by  our  fathers,  and  which  will  prove  a  sufficient  security 
fai  all  the  trials  and  perils  of  our  national  existence. 

JOHN  Z.  GOODRICH, 
CHARLES  ALLEN, 
GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 
T.  P.  CHANDLER, 
F.  B.  CROWNINSHIELD, 
J.  M.  FORBES, 
RICHARD  P.  WATERS. 
Boston,  March  22(2, 1861, 


i 


INDEX. 


■^ 


ALEXANDEB,  W.  a 

remarks  of.  79,  80. 107,  US,  287, 807, 808,  869, 
872,  874,  880,  838.J 

motion  by,  800. 
ALLKN,  CUARLE8. 

remarkB  ot  £(4, 110, 821, 877. 
AMES,  BAMUEL. 

amendment  by,  859, 8S5k 

remarks  oL  86d. 
BACKUS,  F.  T. 

motion  bj,  207. 

remarks  o^  272, 274, 871 

resolatlon  by,  278. 

amendment  by,  290, 894. 
BALDWIN,  B.  8. 

report  ot  4&,  822. 

remarks  o^  53,  oi  189. 2«d,  279, 890. 

amendments  by,  849, 868, 411. 
BABKINGEB,  D.  M. 

resolatlon  by,  84b 

remarks  of;  212,  274,  234,  294,  896)  889,  858, 
854,856,866,8^884,486. 

amendment  by,  888. 

moUun  by,  446,  4«9. 
BATES,  D.  H. 

amendment  by,  864. 
BATTELL,  ROBINS. 

motion  by,  889. 
BOUTWELL,  GEO.  H. 

remarks  of,  98,110, 187, 218, 812L 
BEOWN,  GEO.  H. 

remarks  oi;  150. 

motion  by,  207,  862, 452. 

reeolation  by,  460. 
BRADFORD,  A.  W. 

remarks  o^  807. 

amendment  by,  875. 
BROOKENBROUOH,  J.  W. 

remarks  ot  278,  280, 841, 845, 898, 48B. 

amendment  by,  486l 
BBONSON,  G.  0. 

amendment  by,  209,  828,  895i 

remarks  oC  264,  266,  801,  828,  824,  850,  888, 
889,  896,  897,  402,  406,  4»1 

motion  by,  409. 
BUCHANAN,  JAMES. 

letter  from,  25. 
BUCKNER,  A.  H. 

amendment  by,  401. 
BUTLER    WM.  O. 

remarks  oC  801. 
CAUUTHERS,  R.  L. 

rcmark8  of.  110,  214,  298,  804, 486. 

amendment  by,  364. 
CHASt;  8.  P. 

motion  by,  81,  54,  68. 

remarks  of,  84.  42,  54,  57,  112,  180,  159;  207, 
208,  271,  272,  278,  274,  826,  836, 848,862,867, 
891,424,440.  ,    -«,  -^       , 


CHASE.  8.  P. 

resolnUon  by.  85, 205^  206L 

appeal  by,  446. 
CHITTENDEN,  L.  E. 

resolution  by,  78. 

remarks  of;  78,  74,  111,  156,  806^  248,  MS,  10 
279,294,86a 

foot  notes  by,  156, 969, 824, 845,  858,  897, 41 

CLAY,  J.  B. 

motion  by,  14, 28, 29, 158. 

remarks  o<  80,  77, 146, 197, 218,  266, 278, 89 
820,  845, 859, 860, 872, 884, 888L 

amendment  by,  887, 421. 
CLEVELAND,  C.  F. 

remarks  o^  80, 105, 214,  867, 484^  448w 
COALTEE.J.D/ 

remarks  of,  52,  88, 215, 876, 876, 878^  881,  M 
899. 

amendment  by,  209, 447. 
COMMITTEE. 

on  organization,  18. 

on  credentials,  18. 

on  State  resolutlona,  26. 
CONVENTION  A. 

mles  and  organization  oi;  88, 87. 
COOK,  B.  C. 

remarks  ot  278,  818, 828. 
CORNING,  ERASTUS. 

remarks  of;  822, 44L 
CRI8FIELD,  J.  W. 

motion  by,  57. 

remarks  ot  118,  895,  884,  85Sv  858^  864,Si 
867,  868, 869, 879,  410,  m, 
CE0WN1N8HIELD,  P.  B. 

remarks  of;  47.  818, 875i 

motion  by,  879. 
CURTIS,  S.  H. 

renoarks  o£  70,  71, 837, 298. 
DAVIS,  GEORGE. 

remarks  of;  56. 

motion  of;  56, 109, 259. 
DENT,  J.  F. 

resolution  by,  208. 

remarks  ot,  209,  819,  845,  851,  858^  866, 88! 
891,897,424. 
DODGE,  W.  E. 

remarks  ot  110, 190, 822, 859, 866,  87& 

resolution  by,  460. 
DONIPHAN,  A.  W. 

remarks  ot  812, 878. 
ELLIS,  E.  W.  H. 

motion  by,  29,  437. 

remark  of.  442. 
EWING,  THOMAS. 

moUon  bjr<17,  896. 

reraartts  ot  22,  83,  67, 141,  161,  206,  278,  81^ 

^827,88^851,8!^,869,893,898,424,448L  ^ 

amendment  by,  864. 


INDEX. 


lELD,  D.  DUDLEY. 

mnarks  ci,  47,  110,  ISO,  157,  168,  161,  107, 
16a.  169,  170,  278,  2S^  286,  287.  886,  889, 
868, 862, 867,  868, 871, 897, 898,  m, 

motion  bj,  286. 

resolntioD  t>7«^^' 

ftmendxnent  by,  896, 897, 898L 
^WLER,  ASA. 

aznondment  by,  891, 864. 

remarks  of;  824,  849, 864, 868L 

motion  by,  867. 
•BANKLIN,  TH08.  E. 

motion  by,  18, 448. 

remarks  ot  290,  828, 885. 

amendment  (substitate)  by,  291, 828. 

resolution  by.  446. 
•EELINOHUYSEN,  P.  T. 

motion  by,  82,  824. 

amendment  by,  886. 

remarks  o£  190, 824, 868,  884, 896,  401. 
OODRICH,  J.  Z. 

remarks  ot,  71, 106, 106, 112, 216, 219, 815^  81& 

amendment  by,  80, 827, 89S. 

motion  by,  206, 828. 
RANGER,  FRANCIS. 

remarks  of;  120, 254, 828, 854, 866, 876, 877, 48a 

motion  by,  872. 
EIMES,  J.W. 

remarks  of,  17. 
EOESBECK,  W.  8. 

amendmt:rit  h^,  M^.  ^f^ 

remarks  of,  ari. ..  Siii  Ml.  872. 
UTHRIE,  JAMKfJ^, 

remarks  uf.  12 L  21,  H  82,  66,  70,  79,  82, 102, 
104,  lOfi,  ifl^  m,  274,287,  289,  290,  298,  299, 
828, 824,  JiSA,  ^2(L  S^a,  884, 887, 889, 849, 860, 
861, 867. 353,  mi  Sfil,  869, 871, 878, 874, 881, 
886,  89^  ^7,  409,  MLt,  448. 


resolation  by,  it,  T9, 
motioi 
446. 


on  by. 
by,  4 


342,096^487,440,442,448,441, 


report  of,  81. 

amendment  br,  48, 887, 846. 

preamble  by,  848. 

aOkleman,  p.  a. 

remarks  of,  278, 808, 844, 884^  442. 
ALL,  HILAND. 

amendment  by,  868. 

remarks  oi;  869. 
iBRIS,  B.  D. 

remarks  o^  157, 849. 

nreamble  and  resolutions  by,  157. 

rrcHcocK,  reuben. 

remarks  o(  29, 66. 147, 802, 846, 849, 862. 

amendment  by,  270, 846, 878. 
aPPIN,  W.  W. 

remarks  ofl  112,  816. 
>USTON,  J.  W. 

remarks  o^  272,  274, 288, 809, 856, 878, 421. 

motion  by,  278. 


appeal  by,  286^ 
)WARD,  B.  C. 


remarks  of;  169, 860, 870, 871, 878,  406l 
Jf  ES,  A.  R 

remarks  of;  140, 800,  80i  824, 848. 

amendments  by,  848, 876u 
HNSON,  RE\'irRDY. 

motion  by,  17,  28. 

remarks  of;  2^57,70,  72,  82,  86,  89, 168,  286, 
834 

amendment  by.  841. 

resolation  by,  449. 
(HNSON,  WM.  P. 

remarks  of;  112,  206,  286, 817, 884, 895. 
ENTUCRY  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

resolutions  of;  61. 
HO,  J.  A. 

rwnarks  oi;  816, 408, 441. 


LOGAN,  S.  T. 

remarks  of,  69,  81, 106, 256, 805, 828, 826, 886^ 
870,880. 

amendments  by,  880. 
LOOMIS,  A.  W. 

remarks  of;  86, 248, 486, 450. 
McCUKDY,  C.  J. 

remarks  of;  82,  159,  860,  861,  867,  868,  869, 
889. 

amendment  by,  884, 870. 
McKEENAN,  WM. 

motion  by.  848. 

remarks  ot  846. 
MEREDITH,  WM.  M. 

motion  by.  12^ 

remarks  o^  79. 

nropofiitlon  of;  79. 
MOfiEHEAD,  0.  B. 

n^marks  oi;  79. 118, 167, 207,  296, 845, 891. 
MOEEHEAD,  J.  V. 

remarks  of,  110,  150,  806, 855^  869,  875, 877, 
878,  889, 896. 898, 4d& 

motion  by,  286. 

amendment  by,  879, 898. 
MORRILL,  L.  M. 

remarks  of;  144, 146, 148, 149. 
N0YE8,  W.  0. 

remarks  of;  128, 129, 180,  181,  188,  207,  869, 
869,407. 
OBTH,  G.  S. 

remarks  of:  41, 260, 262, 298, 885, 888, 886^  887. 

resolution  by,  42. 

motions  by,  ^  886l 
PALMER,  J.  M. 

remarks  oi;  297,  824, 826,  880, 870, 404. 
POLLOCK,  JAMES. 

remarks  ot,  74,  272.  275, 844, 870, 400, 449. 

amendment  by,  870. 
PRATT,  J.  T. 

remarks  of;  290. 
PRICE,  R.  M. 

remarks  0^12, 286, 400. 
RANDOLPH,  J.  F. 

motion  by,  2L  80, 48,  274, 801, 449. 

remarks  oC42,  74,  111,  118, 158,  206, 816, 826^ 

resolution  by,  112. 
appeal  by,  84ll. 
REID,  D.  8. 

amendment  by,  80, 291, 861. 
remarks  of;  81,  82, 209,  289, 297, 861, 485. 
RIVES,  W.  C. 

remarks  oi;  88,  182,  184,  187,  189, 148,  89% 
407. 
ROMAN,  J.  D. 

remarks  of;  167, 866,  8S5. 
BDFFIN,  THOMAS. 

remarks  of:  80,  81,  84,  125,  146, 268,288,  290^ 

826,  885, 852,  870. 876, 884, 485, 448. 
amendment  by,  872. 
motion  by,  448L 
SECRETARY. 

statement  of,  286, 846. 
8EDD0N,  JAMES  A. 
motion  by,  12. 
resolution  by,  19. 

remarks  of.  20,  22,  27,  29,  82, 47, 66^  66,  81. 82, 
88,  91, 105, 146, 148,  160,  208,  284,  ^6,  290, 
292,801,  81  ^  829,  860,  861,  862,  868,  854, 
865, 866, 874,  8n,  878,  881, 89^  417,  484. 
report  o^  47. 

amendment  by,  48, 61,  289,  828. 850,  861,  860, 
866.  867,  877, 418, 447. 
SLAUGHTER,  T.  C. 

remarks  oi;  442. 
SMITH,  J.  C. 

remarks  ofl  196,  193,  200,  208,  209,  212, 2UL 
214, 225^  845^862,871, 406. 


634 


INDEX. 


SMITH,  J.  a 

motion  br,  8T8. 
SOMES,  D.  £. 

amondment  by,  409. 

remarks  o^  409. 
BTBPHENS,  W.  H. 

remarks  0^882. 
STOCKTON,  R.  F. 

remarks  oA  118, 129, 149, 481 
STONi;  J.  C. 

remarks  of,  S8T,  S88w 
SITMMERS.  O.  W. 

report  o^  18,  S«,  28, 80, 41, 109,  878. 

motion  by.  150. 

remarks  ot  287,  884, 887, 888, 841, 848, 818L 

amendment  by,  888, 874. 
TUCK,  AMOS. 

nmarks  o^  20, 80,  74,  79,  104,  274,  811,828, 
883,870,417,424. 

address  by,  77, 425. 
TUBNEK,  T.  J. 

remarks  of;  68, 72, 271, 881, 870, 881, 408. 

motion  by,  82. 

resolution  by,  271. 

amendment  by,  828, 880. 
TTLEB,  JOHN. 

remarks  o^  14,  17,  22,  25,  28,  81,41,  65,180, 
27^  288, 20(),  801, 8^  8^  ^,  884,  ^  887, 
844,840,850,862,  889,  890, 450. 

decisions  by,  «>,  77,  79, 82, 112,  118.  148, 274, 
28^  818, 822, 848, 849, 897, 896,408, 484, 48^ 
487, 441, 444. 

amendment  by,  828w 


VANDETBR,  WILUAM. 

remarka  ot  287. 292, 298, 801,  SSI,  4111 

reiolatlooDy.800. 

amendments  by,  871, 410. 
YIEOINIA  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

preamble  and  resolntiooa  oil  8. 
WHITE,  THOMAS. 

remarks  0(172. 868, 89a 
WICKLIFFE,  C.  E. 

remarks  ot,  18, 19. 20, 27, 88, 42, 60^  6T,  TCI, 
80, 109, 110, 129, 150,  157, 170, 189.  900, ! 
908,  2U7, 2^  270, 272,  278,  288. 284,  288,  ] 
851, 852, 854, 861, 888, 879, 897, 40«^  484,  ^ 
452. 

resolution  by,  17, 26, 58, 109, 206. 

motion  by,  19,  278. 848. 

preamble  and  resolution  by,  69L 

amendment  by,  879. 
WILLARDS,  J.  H.  A  H.  A. 

letter  from,  450. 
WILMOT,  DAVID. 

amendment  b: 

remarks  of, 
826, 826^  867, 881,  W 
WOODrJOHN. 

remarka  o(  822, 849. 

motion  by,  850. 
WOLCOTT,  C.  P. 

remarks  o£  828w 
WRIGHT.  C.  J. 

letter  from,  88. 
WRIGHT,  J.  d 

remarks  of;  U. 


881. 
.Jl.  28S,  284,  S8M 
891,899,400,488,^ 


INDEX  TO   THE  APPEOTDIX. 


Baker^ward  D^  608,  on;  088,  OH,  881 
But,  Tbomu  J^  688. 
Bayiu^  J.  A.,  6M. 

BlglerTV  miam,  4T4,  476^  477,  478,  481, 488, 48^ 
•       487. 
Bingham,  K  8.,  468. 
BinghaoL  J.  A^  076. 
Booock,  Thomas  8.,  676, 668. 
BotelerjA.  K.,  670, 678, 668. 
Bragg,  Thomaa,  616. 
Brapon,  William  D.  668. 
Bacfaanan,  James,  67l 
Barch,  John  0.,  674. 
Bomett,  Henry  0, 679, 688. 


OampbeD,  James  H.,  698. 

(handler,  Zacharlah,  4(18, 471, 480. 

Clark,  Daniel,  480;^. 

Cllngman,  Thomas  11, 47&  48t 

Ooohnne,  John,  674,  OBL  688. 

Collamer,  JaooN  474,  ^  488, 488, 408, 487. 

Committee,  Select,  476. 

Coz,  Bamnel  8.,  688, 688. 

Craige,  Barton,  676, 660. 661. 

Crltfonden.  John  J..  471.  478.  474,  47&  470^  499, 

Curtis,  Bamoel  B., 


,6'f&,68t 


De  Jamette,  D.  C^  688. 

Delegates,  List  ot  406. 

Doolfttle,  James  B.,  478, 48t  498. 

Doufflas,  Stephen  A.,  474,  479,480,68^681,608, 


Sir,  Alfred,  698. 

XxtaKst  from  the  minutes  of  the  Hew  York  dele- 
gation, 600. 
Xxtraot  from  Joomal  of  the  Gonrentlon,  001. 


Vessenden,  Wm.  P.,  468, 471. 474. 
yield,  Darid  Dudley,  690,  OOl 
Foster,  Lafhyette  8.,  68L 

40 


Gamett,  Mnsooe,  668. 
Goodrich,  J.  Z.,  60t 


Oreen,  Jsmes  8*..  478, 474Jitt,  680^ 
Qrow,  Galnsha  A.,  67(L  677, 678, 679. 
Gwln,  William  H,  476^  670, 67t 


Hale,  John  P^474. 476^  476^  477, 478. 

Hale,  James  T.,  681. 

Hanis,  John  T.,  688. 

Hatton,Bobert,677. 

Hickman,  John,  677, 678, 668. 

Hindman,  Thomas  C,  688, 688w 

Hoard,  Charles  B.,  6^ 

Howard,  William  A.,  674,  VtB. 

Honter,  B.  U.  T.^j^^488, 484, 488, 488, 481^ 


Jenkins,  Albert  O.,  661. 

Johnson,  AndreWj47Q.  66^  668L 

Johnson,  Robert  W.,  607, 668. 

Joint  Besolntions,  preamble  to,  476^  477, 48L 

JanUn,  Bei^.  F.,  661. 


Kellogg,  Fkunds  W.,  678b 


Lsn^  Joseph,  686, 686. 
Ijitham,  Milton  8.,  47& 
Lesoh,  De  Witt  a,  661. 
Leak^  Shelton  F^  661. 
Letcher,  John.  674. 
Logan,  John  A.,  679. 
LoTcJoy,  Owen,  676^  677,  VIS,  679. 


McClemand,  John  A.,  670, 67 
Kaeon,  James  M.  470, 478,  AU 

610,614,61018. 
Maynard.  Horace,  676 
Hiuson,  John  8^  676^1 


679,668. 
477,479,608,801^ 


626 


INDEX  TO  THB  AFFERDIX* 


HldiolioiL  A.  0.  R.  I 
Hixoo,  Joon  T.,  B8L 


nL 


Fendletoii,  Ota  Hi,  on. 
Folk,  Tnutoi,  07,618. 

Powell  Luanu  W,  4ML  418.  Mft,  470,  671. 
Po^  Junei  L.,  4^  486^  6M. 
PolMtoii,  J.  Hcnrj,  AVL 


B«porU  of  DelflcatioBS  to  BtetM : 

VlpglnU,  fiSi! 

Now  York,  680. 

Bhodo  lakad,  610. 

MAMMbuBetU,  618w 
Smrt  mlnorltj,  of  Hew  Toik  OominlMlCBWt, 

Report  of  POftoe  Oonftniioei,  47!i;  478L 
fieiolntlont  of  States : 

Tennenee,  454. 

Ohio,466L 

Kentackr,  467. 

Iiidlftiia,4D8. 

Delaware.  468L 

Ulinoi^  469. 

New  Jersey,  460. 

New  York,  4d. 


Ponasflmlo,  4aiL 
ICMiaehiuetto,  488L 
Rhode  Ulmd,  464. 
lilM0«irl,461 
BobisMD.  ChrlitotdMr,  6 
BafflB,  Toomaa,  6oL 


SebMtion,  Wffltam  K^  667. 
flewMd/Wm.  BL  476. 477, 4781, 481, 
Sfaermaa.  Jolm,  680. 683. 
SleklMrDuiel  E.  679, 660L 
Stminon^Jiinee  F.|4aOL 
StatoBi,  BeiOemin,  674, 6781 
Btatement  to  N.  T.  LMldstiir^  •m 
Sterena,  Thaddena,  67C 
Snnuier,  Gharlea,  480. 


486, 486. 481;  AH 


Waahiyanio,  SUbn  B.,  677, 681 
WilkiiMon,  IfoftoB  8.,  6M,  6M. 
Wil8on,JaiDea.68L 
Woodaon,  Samuel  H.,  680. 
Wright,  G.  J.,  60L 


At^  of  iKm  Bodkt  tmt  fm  hg  mail  to  m^  aditm  on  ttee^  of  I^ritt. 
BECEUT  PUBLICATIONS 

D.  APPLETON  &  COMPANY, 

443  ft  445  BROiiDWAT,  HEW  YORK. 


life  and  Correspondence  of  Theodore 

PARKER,  Minister  of  the  Twenty-ei^th  CkmgregatioDal  Society,  Boston. 
By  John  Weisb.    With  two  Portraits  on  Steel,  fao^mile  of  Handwriting, 
and  nineteen  Wood  Engravings.    2  toIs^  8yo.    1,008  pages.    Price,  |6. 
"These  Tohnnet  oontaln  an  toooant  of  Mr.  Pwker^t  childhood  and  self-ediicatioD;  of  the 
doTelopment  of  his  theologiosl  ideas ;  of  his  scholarij  and  philosophical  pnrsnlts;  and  of  his 
relation  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  and  to  the  epoch  in  America  which  preceded  the  dvil  war. 
His  two  visits  to  Snrope  are  described  In  letters  and  extracts  from  nis  JonmaL    An  auto- 
biographical fragment  is  introduced  In  relation  to  Mr.  Parker^s  earlj  life,  and  his  letters  ot 
friendship  on  literay,  specnlatire,  and  political  topics,  an  freelj  interspOTsed.    The  illuttra- 
tioDS  represent  scenes  connected  with  various  periods  of  Mr.  Parker's  life,  the  houses  he  dwelt 
in,  his  country  hannts,  the  meeting  houae,  his  libraiy,  and  the  Mario  Hall  in  which  he 
preached.** 

Catechism  of  the  Steam^  Engine, 

In  its  yarious  Applications  to  Mmes,  Mills,  Steam  Navigation,  Railways,  and 
Agricoltore.  With  Ptuctical  Ihstructions  for  the  Mann&ctore  and  Manage- 
ment of  Engines  of  every  Class.  By  John  Boubni,  0.  E.  Kew  and  £»> 
vised  Edition.    1  voL,  12mo.    Ulnstrated.    Cloth,  (2. 

*In  oflSerlnff  to  the  American  public  a  reprint  of  a  woik  on  the  Bteam  Engine  so  deservedly 
sncoessftiL  ana  so  long  considered  standard,  the  Publishers  have  not  thonj^tit  necessary  that 
it  should  be  an  exact  copy  of  the  English  edition.  There  were  some  details  in  whicn  they 
thought  it  could  be  improved  and  better  adapted  to  the  use  of  American  Engineersw  On  this 
account  the  sixe  of  the  page  has  been  increased  to  a  frill  ISmo,  to  sdmit  of  Uuger  illustratloDS, 
which,  in  the  English  edition,  are  often  on  too  small  a  scale ;  and  some  of  the  Hlustratlona 
themselves  have  oeen  supplied  by  others  equally  applicable,  more  recent,  and  to  ua  more 
frmiliar  examples.  The  flrst  part  of  Chapter  XL,  devoted  in  the  EngUah  edition  toEufdiah 
pootable  and  fixed  agricultural  enginea,  in  this  edition  irlves  place  entirely  to  UlustraOoiif 
from  American  practice,  of  steam  engines  as  M>plied  to  oilfiBrent  purpoese.  and  of  appUaaoaa 
and  machines  necessary  to  them.  But  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  iUustratlouB  sad  tlM 
description  of  them,  and  the  correction  of  a  few  typographical  errors,  this  edition  is  a  Ihlthftal 
transcript  of  the  latest  English  edition.** 

life  of  Edward  Livingston, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York ;  Member  of  Congress ;  Senator  of  the  Unitad 
States;  Secretary  of  State;  Minister  to  France;  Author  of  a  System  of 
Penal  Law  for  Louisiana ;  Member  of  the  Institute  of  France,  etc.  By 
Charles  H.  Hu5T,  with  an  Introduction  by  Gioaai  Bamoroit.  1  toL, 
8vo.    Goth.    |8  60. 

*One  of  the  purest  of  statesmen  and  the  most  genial  of  men,  was  Edward  Livingston, 
whose  career  is  presented  in  this  volume.    •    •    •    •    • 

*  The  author  of  this  volume  has  done  the  country  a  service.  He  has  given  us  in  a  beoom- 
lug  ftvm  an  appropriate  memorial  of  one  whom  succeeding  gaaerati<»s  will  be  proud  to  name 
aa  aa  American  Juiiat  and  statesman.**— iRran^eMct 


D.  AFPLETON  *  C0.*8  PUBL 


History  of  the  Romai 

Empire.    By  Ghablb  HniYALi,  B.  D^  late 
7  volley  anAU  8Ta    Htndsoiiiely  printed  on 
$2  per  ToL    Half  Morocco  extra,  $8  Sa 
COSTENTS: 
Vols.  I.  and  IL — Gomprismg  the  EQstory  to  the  I 
Vol  m.— To  the  EsUblishment  of  the  Monarch] 
Yohu  IV.  and  Y. — From  Angostna  to  Glandina,  b 
Vol  VL— From  the  Reign  of  Nero,  ▲.  n.  54,  to  t 
Vol.  VH — ^From  the  DeBtraction  of  Jemaalem, 
Aurelius. 

Tliis  Tilaable  work  tennlnatet  at  the  point  where  the  it 
**  When  we  enter  on  a  more  iwemhlng  a 
be  admitted  that  MeiiTale  hat  at  firm  a  gram  of  his  siu^e 
ehacacterised  by  a  greater  freedom  from  prcjadioe,  and  a  bo 
^  This  Hiatory  matt  always  stand  at  a  « 
his  candor,  and  his  Tlgoroas  grasp  of  iatelleot  Though  i 
ICaoaolav  and  Orote,  he  most  still  be  classed  with  them, 
Tlrate  of  English  historians.''— i^orM  Atnerioan  EmH0tD, 

Thirty  Poems. 

By  Wm.  Cullah  BaTAirr,  1  Tolome,  12mo.    Q 
mor.,  |8  60. 


Hints  to  Riflemen. 

By  H.  W.  a  Clktilakd.    1  toL,  12mo.    mm 

of  Rifles  and  Rifle  Pracdce.    Cloth.    Price, 

*I  omsr  these  hints  as  the  contribatlon  of  an  old  sports 

ta  ezdtlng  an  interest  in  the  sabJect,  my  end  will  be  aoooi 

'*    tions  of  those  who  are  thns  attracted  ahouklproya  any 

i/romJPr^fi»e«. 


Queen  Mab. 


A  new  Novel 


By  JuLU  Eayihaob. 

It  day  ( 


IvoL, 


*"  No  Ensrllsh  novelist  of  the  nresent  day  ought  to  hold, 
pecoliar  walk  of  literature  than  Miss  KATsnaga.  There  ii 
ner  works,  and  an  Individaal  character  stamped  on  eac 
thought  and  feeling,  a  hannoDv,  so  to  speak,  pervading 
speaks  original  gemns,  while  the  womanly  grace  of  her 
of  artistic  excellence."— TViftW. 

My  Cave  Life  in  Yicki 

By  a  Lady.     1  toI,  12mo,  cloth.    (1. 

**  Altc«^ether  we  commend  the  book  ss  worth  more  than  a 
we  have  btely  noticed. " 
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thoughts  on  Personal  Religion. 

Being  a  Treatise  on  the  Christian  Life  hi  its  Two  Chief  Elementa,  Derotioii  and 
Practice.  B  j  Edwabd  Ketrick  Goulbubn,  D  J).,  Prependary  of  St  Paul's, 
Cbaplahi  to  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  and  one  of  Her  ICfyesty's  Ghaplafais  in 
Ordhiaiy.    First  American  from  the  Fifth  London  Edition.    With  a  FrtAf 

'^  toryNote.  ByGiQROiH.HouCTioii,DJ)^BectoroftheCharohoftheTran8- 
figorationmtheCityofNewTork.    1  vol.,  12mo»  480  pages.   Price  $1  6a 

Tliere  is  iMthlnc  hi  it  that  iB  drr,  imlntcnstlnc,  imntL  eztngftTaat,  h^ 
ttMiy  reach  and,  compaea.  Itlaftillof  fUmoIiiaandniUofeiioooxageineiit  Itisamamia], 
;  ao  mach,  perhapa,  for  thoae  who  hare  abundant  leisnie  and  Ure  a  retired  Ufo,  as  for  thoaa 
ledallj,  who  are  engaged  In  the  ordinary  aTocatioDa  of  the  world.  It  will  teach  them  how. 
He  llTlng  in  the  world— amid  ita  earea  and  perplezitiea— to  Uto  abore  the  world ;  while  not 
khftil  in  Doaineaa,  to  be  fervent  in  spirit  serving  the  Lord:  inoneword^howtosanetiiythe 
nlar  all-engrossing  porsoiti  and  the  dailiy  UtiL^JBuiract/ivm  PrffaUiry  NoU. 

■he  Philosophy  of  Herbert  Spencer. 

First  Prindples.  Large  12ma  007  pages.  Price  $2. 
Ihe  present  y  ohone  is  the  ftnt  of  a  scries  deslgiied  to  enfold  the  prlnetples  of  a  new  FU- 
iphy.  It  is  divided  hito  two  porta,  the  aim  of  the  flrstbefaig  to  detennhie  the  tnesphero  of 
!Btiaoal  investigation,  and  of  the  second,  to  doddate  these  ftandamcntal  and  nniversal  prin- 
ss  which  sdenoe  haa  established  wiUdn  that  sphere,  and  which  are  to  oonatitate  the  basis  of 
system.  The  scheme  of  tmth  developed  in  these  nrst  Principles  is  eomplete  in  Itself  and 
its  independent  value ;  bnt  it  is  designed  by  the  anthor  to  serve  for  goldsnoo  and  verification 
be  oonstmction  of  the  soooeedhig  and  larger  portions  of  his  phDosophio  plan. 

he  Management  of  SteeL 

liiclnding  ForgSng  Kurdening^  Tempering^  Annealing;  Shrinking  and  Expan- 
sion. Also,  the  Case  Hardening  of  Iron.  BjOeaEoc  Employed  bj  the 
Royal  Gmi  Factories  Department^  Woolwich  AxsenaL  First  American  from 
second  London  edition.    1  voL,  12ma    50  cents. 

Steel  being  one  of  the  most  valnable  metalSi  and  reqnizlnff  great  osrs  In  Che  forging,  harden- 
tempcrlng,  annealing,  and  management  of  It  In  general,  1  think,  after  having  had  nearly 
1^  yeare^  good  practloe,  experience,  and  stndy  combined,  I  am  now  able  to  give  a  little  infor- 
on  to  those  who  have  not  nad  so  mnch  to  do  with  It  as  I  have.**— A^I^'oev^vmflU  Wortb, 


lurch  Essays. 


Bj  GiOROi  Cuioaiio  McWhoktib.    Author  of  a  "  Popolar  Hand-Bo(dc  of  the 

New  Testament*'  1  toL  12mo,  doth.  Price  $1. 
he  Essays  are  upon  various  pohits  of  Christian  foith  and  duty,  embrsdng  some  cf  Che  most 
rtant  and  interesting  topics,  snch  as  the  Trinity,  Bedemption,  Qrao^  Charity,  Providence, 
Br,  and  Death.  Some  of  the  Essays  ly  be  considered  as  Theologicsl,  yet  sllsrs  written  in  a 
Isr  style,  and  hiteresting  to  the  gMsrsl  reader.  The  Essay  on  Death,  and  that  on  Graoe, 
vtlealarlyinstmctlveandbeantiAiL  They  ere  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  devoat  piety,  and 
iplete  not  only  with  instmctlon  in  Ftf  th,  bat  with  lessons  of  prseticsl  dnty.  The  s^le  is 
eal  and  chaste  1^  ftimi  meretrldoos  oRianient,  and  miasfo  ozearrioos  cf  the  iniaglnstkii. 
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Kound  the  Block. 

An  A"*^^^*"  NoTcL    With  Illiistntioni.    1  Tofaime,  12iiia    CUsOl    Fike^ 

|1  SO. 

^^niettoryliremnUbljdeTer.  It  preeents  the  most  tirld  asd  Tvfcmfl  ptetmnst  oT  am 
SDd  BMiUMn  In  tlM  great  MetropoUiL  Unlike  most  noTdt  tliat  now  ■ppMi:  it  l)aa  no 
*miB8loD,*  the  anthor  bSbig  neither  a  politician  nor  a  reformer,  but  a  storj  Uutt.  aoeovdiac  to 
the  old  pattern ;  and  a  craRal  itory  be  haa  produced,  written  in  the  bappleat  a^fe,  sad  fw  of 
wH  andaotion.  He  evidoiUT  knowa  hla  nound,  and  movea  oyer  it  with  the  ftot  cf  •  naalK, 
It  ia  a  work  that  will  be  read  and  admired;  nnleaa  aU  lore  for  good  noyela  haa  depvtad  ban 
u;  and  we  know  that  aaoh  la  not  the  caae."*— .BMtoM  TraesUr^ 

The  History  of  Civilization  in  England 

By  Hknbt  Thomab  Bugkix    2  yoIs^  8to.    Cloth,  $^, 
>*  Whoeyermissea  reading  thia  book,  wHl  miaa  readfaiff  what  la,  in  varions  re^»ecta,to  the 


beet  of  our  Judgment  and  exp^enocj  the  moat  remarkabfe  book  of  the  day-Hone^lndeed.  that 


no  thoQghtfdl,  inqnirlng  mind  wooid  mlaa  reading  for  a  good  deaL    Let  the  i 

averse  as  he  may  to  the  writer'a  philoeophy,  let  him  be  aa  devoted  to  the  obatracttre  aa  Mr. 
Buckle  is  to  the  progreaa  party,  let  him  be  aa  orthodox  in  dhnreh  creed  aa  the  other  ia  hetero- 
dox, as  dogmatic  aa  hla  author  ia  aceptical— let  him,  in  short  find  hla  pnjudioea  ahoeked  at 


and  across  the  virgin  soil  of  untilledJBeida.  fresh  woods,  and  pasturea  nevr— that  we  i__ 

diotv  the  moat  hoatUe  apirlt,  the  moat  miatmatftil  and  leaat  qrmpathetie,  to  read  It  1 ^ 

without  being  glad  of  having  done  so,  or  having  begun  it,  or  even  glanced  at  almoat  any  «na 
ct  Ita  pages,  to  paaa  it  away  unread.*^— ilTiMo  Monthiif  {London)  MagoMims. 

The  Iron  Manufacture  of  Great  Britain, 

Theoreticallj  and  Plracticall j  considered :  IndadiDg  Descriptiye  Details  of  the 
Ores,  Fuels,  and  Fhxzes  emplojed ;  the  IVeUminaiy  OperatioD  of  Oaldna- 
tion;  the  Blast,  Befining,  and  Paddling  Fmnaoes;  Engines  and  Madiinery; 
and  the  Various  FMcesses  hi  Dnkm,  etc.,  eto;.  Bj  W.  Tbusav,  C.  £.,  for- 
merij  Engineer  at  the  Dowlais  Iron  Works,  under  the  late  Br  Jdm  Ckiest, 
Bart  Second  Edition,  re?ised  from  the  manuscripts  of  the  kte  Mr.  Tniran, 
bj  J.  Arthub  Fbillifs,  author  of  *<  A  tfanual  of  MetaHurgy,**  "*  Records 
of  Mining,"  etc^  and  Wk.  H.  DomcAV.  One  toL,  hnperial  a^o.  Gootam- 
hig  84  Plates.    Price,  $10. 

Illustrations  of  Universal  Progress. 

A  Series  of  Essays.     By  Herbert  Spencer,  Author  of  "  The  Principles 

of  Psychology;"  "Social   Statics;"  ** Education."     1  volume,   12mo. 

Cloth,  $1  76. 

**The  readers  who  hare  made  the  acqnalntanoe  of  Mr.  Herbert  8peiK!«r  throvfrh  bis  wvA 
on  Education,  and  are  Interested  in  bis  views  npon  a  laraer  range  <n  subjects,  will  wckmne 
this  new  volame  of  *  Essays.*  Passing  bv  the  more  selentiflc  and  philosophical  Bpecalati(ma» 
we  may  call  attention  to  a  gronp  of  aixicles  upon  moral  and  political  sabjecta,  which  are  Tery 
pertinent  to  the  present  condition  of  affidra.** — Tribune 
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4ti  Introduction  to  Municipal  Law, 

Designed  for  General  Readers,  and  for  Students  in  Colleges  and  High  Schools. 
Bj  John  Norton  Pomibot.    1  vol,  Sva    644  pages.    Cloth,  $8. 

•  I  hava  spent  neirij  ftiar  dt js  in  reading  your  book,  and  am  wilUng  to  saj,  in  rtftrenoe  to 
,  fltat,  when  oonsidaed  In  reference  to  Ita  scope  and  the  design  had  in  rlew  In  entering  upon 
,  it  is  a  work  of  great  merit  The  topics  are  presented  dearij,  disoossed  with  ability,  and  in 
te  main  satisfiMtory  results  arrired  at    Parts  I.  and  IL,  I  think,  mar  prore  Tenr  nsefU  to 

here  is  a  great  deal  in  the  historT  of  the  law,  and 


yonng  lawjerSias  there  L , 

peelallj  in  its  eomves,  both  common  and  driL  that  is  rwy  clearhr,  briefij,  and  loglcallj 
ited,  and  more  aTailable  in  the  manner  presented  in  roor  work  than  m  any  other  that  I  am 
qoajnted  with.""— J'Vvm  Axoa  Dbah,  Aq^  Albany  law  SokooL 


Thackeray; 

The  Humorist  and  Man  of  Letters,  the  Story  of  his  Life,  with  particulais  of 
his  early  career  never  before  made  public.  By  Thbodqbi  Taylor,  Esq. 
Illustrated  with  a  Portrait,  one  of  the  latest  taken  firom  life;  yiew  of 
Thackeray's  House ;  Ea&shnile  of  his  Handwriting ;  Hmnorous  Illustrations 
by  George  Croikshank ;  and  other  Fiotuies  and  Sketches.  One  toL,  12mo. 
Cloth.    Price,  $1  25. 

"Hie  author,  Mr.  T.  Taylor,  long  resident  in  Paris,  has  been  ooDectinginltannatlon  fbr 
ny  years,  and  has  much  to  say  of  Mr.  Thackcrar's  artist  lilb  in  that  djhr.  The  book  is  illns- 
tad  with  a  portrait  and  some  curious  original  aketch^"— JVvm  HU  CntardiaiL 


laws  and  Principles  of  Whist, 

Stated  and  Explained,  and  its  Practice  Illustrated  on  an  Original  System,  by 
means  of  hands  played  completely  Uirou^  By  Catjlndish.  From  the  fifth 
London  edition.    1  vol,  square  16ma    Oflt  edge.    $1  25.    • 

fikn  excellent  and  rery  deariy-written  treatise ;  the  rules  of  the  eame  thorou^^ly  explain- 
its  practice  illustrated  by  means  of  hands  played  completely  through,  and  much  of  the 
Qtia!  and  finesse  of  the  game  giren  that  we  haye  never  seen  in  any  other  Tolnme  of  the 
L  Whist  players  will  recognise  it  as  an  authority;  and  that  it  is  a  success  is  prored  by 
ttTing  aheady  gone  throu^  flTe  edItionSi    It  is  got  out  Tery  neatly,  in  blue  ana  gold,  by 

eat  considered  as  a  Mode  of  Motion. 

Being  a  Course  of  Twelve  Lectures  delivered  at  the  Royal  Institution  of  Great 
Britain.  By  John  Ttndall,  F.R.S.,  author  of  *<  The  Glaciers  of  the  Alps." 
1  vol,  12ma    \rith  101  Illustrations.    Cloth.    $2. 

ffo  one  can  read  Dr.  TyndalTs  book  without  behig  Impressed  with  the  intensity  of  tha 
■^B  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  theory  which  it  is  his  dt^eot  to  illu^imte,  or  with  the 
less  with  which  he  confronts  the  dUBouIties  which  he  encounters,  e  e  «  «  e  «  « 
Vndairs  is  the  first  work  in  which  the  undulatory  or  mechanical  theory  of  heat  has  been 
d  in  a  popular  light;  but  we  are  sure  that  no  one, however  prolbnnd  hu  knowledge  npai 
ibject  of  which  it  treaty  will  rise  fh>m  its  perusal  without  a  feeling  that  he  haa  beoi  both 
led  and  instructed  in  a  high  degree  while  reading  its  pageSb"— Zondofi  Reader, 
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Principles  of  Politic 

WUh  Bome  of  their  AppUcatloiifl  of 
JliLL.    2  Tols.,  8?a    Printed  on  tin 

**Ib  tt«  whole  nmg»  of  «zteBt  antliQnlifp  on 
Adam  Bmlth  with  whom  John  Btnart  lOU  flu,  wj 
Adam  Smith,  as  helng  the  Mknowledceaather  oi 
alBo  In  exhoberanoe  of  apt  iUottntkm.  But  li 
mguitr.  Mm  to  ftiUy  hto  peer;  In  preeiiion  of  mt 
present  st«te  of  sooletj,  he  to  altoeether  hto  nip« 
Indeed,  rather  to  the  htototy  of  the  eeleBoe  than  U 
Ittleal  Eeonomj*  to  an  orderlr,  nmnietrtoal,  and 
adyanoed  state.  In  extent  of  Innraiatfon,  breadi 
tkm,  and  aooommodatlon  to  the  pressnt  wnnts  of 
philosopher,  thto  work  to  nnilTaUed.  Ittowrltti 
strle;  and  there  to  dlfltiaed  ortr  It  •  soft  stmomi 
aireoted  humanity  and  enlightened  Intcceet  In  tM 


New  American  Cyc 

Edited  by  Gsoboi  Kiplit  and  Oui 
vols.,  870,  doable  oolimmii,  7B0  pi 
HalfHorooco,|6;  Half  Bnada,  |6 

The  leadlnc  claims  to  pubUo  eonsldentioii  f 
isea  may  be  thns  briefly  Btsted : 


•*t  It  sarpasses  all  other  works  In  the  Itafaft 
United  States. 

**S.  Ko  other  work  eontalns  so  many  reUable 
other  nations.  In  thto  respect  It  to  nr  snpeil 
Brltannica. 

**8.  The  best  minds  In  thto  country  hare  b( 
Utest  datiL  snd  the  most  recent  dtoooTeries  In  ei 
general  sdienoe^ 

**<.  It  to  s  library  In  ItseUl  where  ersiy  too 
gleaned  which  will  enable  s  student,  If  he  to  so  dl 
lording  him  an  Inrahiable  key  to  knowledge. 

**&  It  to  neeUy  printed,  with  readable  type,  < 
Index. 

**C  It  to  the  aaly  work  which  glres  anythli 
and  towns  of  America,  or  embraces  reltohle  sta) 
seotlonSk" 


Practice  in  the  Exe( 

of  the  GoTenunent,  under  the  PensioD 
Statea,  with  Forma  and  Instmctioiia 
and  Prize  Honey,  and  for  Obtaining 
seOor  at  Law.    1  vol,  Sra 


"  I  offer  this  little  book  with  confidence  to  \ 
one  case,  If  they  ncTer  hare  any  more,  more  tlmi 
generally,  the  book  to  offered  as  containing  a  laig< 
now.  unfortunately,  broufrht  home  to  half  the 
soldiers  of  the  Army  It  wOl  also  be  Ibund  a  nsefta 
amount  of  Information  of  great  Talue  to  the  sol( 
disseminated,  and  the  Dreralllng  Ignonnce  respet 
remored."-— JBB<rao<  Jrom  Pr^ao^ 
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